Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


I 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
LIBRARY 


UNHJSD  STATES  DEPABTMEM  OF  AG-EI  CULTURE 
eau  of  Agriculture  Economics 

Y/ash i  ng t  on,  D  •  C  • 
.  Issued  every  Thursday. 

ISIO"  LETTER.   VOL,  5,  NO.  1. 

January  3»  192*4  • 
(Contents  Confidential) 


la.      BEAD  EVERY  NORD:. 

The  fruit  and  vegetable  portions  of  the  annual  re-oort  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  should  "be  carefully  read  by  every  employee  of  the  F»  &  V. 
Division,    They  are  a  summary  of  the  complete,  detailed  reports  made  by  our 
project  leaders,  and  this  year  the  Chief's  report  is  more  comprehensif e  than 
ever  before.    In  fact,  all  who  read  every  word  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  page 
of  the  printed  report  will  have  a  good  idea  of  the  work    accomplished  by  this 
Division  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1923,  and  will  acquire  a  great 
deal  of  important  information. 

The  Division  of  publications  has  been  requested  to  mail  a  copy  of 
the  Chief's  report  to  each  of  our  branch  offices  and  temporary  field  stations. 
Offices  at  which  three  or  more  men  are  located  will  receive  several  copies, 
which  can  be  circulated  among  the  entire  force.    These  booklets  should  be 
received  in  all  offices  between  the  10th  and  20th  of  January. 

Be  sure  to  ask  the  man  in  charge  of  your  office  to  let  you  see  the 
report,  and  read  every  word  relating  to  fruits  and  vegetables  on  page  k  and 
pages  35  to  Ul  inclusive.    If  you  will  look  over  other  parts  of  the  report, 
you  will  acquire  information  concerning  the  work  of  all  divisions  of  the  Bureau. 
Technical  employees    especially  should  be  well  informed  regarding  all 
activities  in  which  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  engages. 


EVERY  PERSON  IN  YOUR  PEE ICS 
is  supposed  to  read  the  Division  Letter  each 
week.    Will  you  please  take  special  care  to 
see  that  the  Letter  is  circulated  among  all 
employees?      Pass  it  along  after  you  read  it. 


2a.      SPECIAL  ISSUE  OF  "WEATHER,   CROPS  AND  I.ARKETS ." 

"Weather, . Crops  and  Markets"  dated  December  29,  1923,  is  a  specially 
important  issue,  containing  kS  pagea.. .  In  it  are  published  the  annual  crop 
'estimate  tables  on  a  large -number  of  products,  and  a  mass  of  other  valuable 
material.    This  issue  of  the  paper  will  be  more  useful  as  a  reference  work 
than  perhaps  any  other  issue  of  the  year,  arid  every  technical  employee  should 
keep  a  copy  at  hand.    Crop  estimated  are  given  by  States  and  include  the 
latest  revisions.    The  figures  for  December,  1922,  are  revised  in  this  issue 
and  only  these  corrected  figures  should  be  used  in  any  statements  published. 

A  complete  alphabetical  index  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  material 
in  the  paper  for  December  29  will  be  prepared  and  distributed  at  an  early  date* 
You  should  attach  the  index  to  your  copy  of  the  paper,  as  you  will  find  this 
a  most  convenient  help  in  locating  the  various  data.    Extra  copies  of  this 
special  issue  of  "weather,  Crops  and  Markets"  can  be    obtained  on  request . 
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J  IARXLT  NLVS  SERVICE,"  J 

lb#    CQNSODI^AT~D  RLPORTS  0?  SniPMI.I"^ . 

As  previously  noted,  F,  Mt  Patton  has  "been  enlisting  the  cooperation 
of  railroads  in  the  consolidation  of  their  daily  shipment  reports,  so  that  the 
numerous  wires  formerly  received  from  individual  division  superintendents  are 
now  combined  in  the  offices  of  general  superintendents  ar»d  Washington  receives 
only  these  consolidated  telegraphic  reports  from  each  road.    To  date,  this  new 
arrangement'  has  been  made  effective  on  U6  railway  lines.    The  former  total 
of  U03  daily  telegraphic  reports  from  these  roads  has  been  reduced  to  60  reports 
from  the  general  officers,    Notwithstanding  the  increased  number  of  products 
included  in  the  shipment  wires  since  July  1,  the  new  system  has  effected  a 
marked  saving  in  telegraph  tolls,  as  shown  below: 

Telegraph  Tolls  -  Daily  Shipment  Reports. 

.*    May            June            July        Angus t         Sept,       "  Oct.  SSIa. 

1922:     $1613.02   $lH69.70     $1622,91   $2011,16     £23^3797   $2678,61  ,"2072.07 

1923:       1U51.62     156U.92       1526. 08     17U6.12       1763.08     1919-13  1U86.10 

saving:  -$  161. Ho   $  ioH,78     $   96.83   $  26570*4    $  585.89   $  &  585*97 

The  shipment  reports  now  cover  approximately  850,000  carloads  of  30 
fruits  and  vegetables  each  year. 

§b.     DISTRIBUTION  QF  CALIFORNIA  GRAPES, 

C.  E.  Schultz  attended  a  meeting  of  California  fruit  shippers  at  San 
Francisco  last  Saturday,  and  reports  as  follows  concerning  the  prospects  for 
future  grape  movement: 

It  is  estimated  that  85%  to  30%  of  the  table  grape  tonnage  and  fully 
50$  of  the  juice  grape  tonnage  were  represented  at  this  meeting.    All  shippers 
were  in  a  very  receptive  mood  and  repeatedly  expressed  themselves  as  open  to 
any  suggestions  for  relieving  the  serious  problems  which  they  for see  in  the 
future  marketing  of  the  California  grape  crop.    The  Sun  Maid  Raisin  Association 
controls  around  300,000  acres  of  the  600,000  acres  planted  to  grapes  in  Calif- 
ornia, according  to  Mr,  Merritt,  Manager  of  that  organization.    About  8,000 
cars  of  Muscats,  Thompsons,  and  Currants  were  released  by  the  Association  this 
year  (1923)  for  green  fruit  shipments,  and  Mr.  Merritt  estimated  that  within 
two  or.  three  years  this  might  be  increased  to  20,000  cars.    Possible  prospects 
of  next  season's  total  grape  movement  were  estimated  between  70,000  and  80,000 
carloads  % 

After  considerable  discussion  regarding  problems  which  would  have  to  be 
controlled  in  connection  with  any  distribution  system,  such  as  small  independ- 
ent shippers'  operations,  cash  selling  and  other  established  methods  of  selling 
the  meeting  unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  some  system  of  effecting  better  dis- 
tribution as  one  means  of  helping  their  marketing  difficulties,    A  committee 
of  about  fifteen  was  appointed  to  work  out  the  details,  which  will  later  be 
presented  to  the  Government  for  approval  and  probably  with  a  request  for 
cooperation.    The  urgent  necessity  for  better  railroad  terminal  faclH^^fnf  7"S 
also  discussed.    A  higher  standard  of  the  product  shipped  was  another/ which  it 
was  felt  could  improve  market  conditions,  if  given  more  attention  in  the  future. 


3d.     CUBAN  I.1ARKST  FOR  APPLES  ■ 

A  correspondent  in  Cuba  recently  made  the  suggestion  that  more  apples 
might  he  exported  to  Cuba,   the  "est  Indies  and  Central  America.    He  says: 
""Why  depend  upon  domestic  sales  for  New  York  apples,  and  let 
the  Pacific  Coast  growers  grab  all  the  territory  in  sight  here? 

"Cubans  have  acquired  a  taste  for  apples,  but  they  sell  at 
such  a  prohibitive  price,  Vj$  each,   that  not  very  many  of  the  so-called 
middle  class  eat  them.    Yet  you  won't  find  any  of  them  going  begging, 
when  offered  for  sale.    Up  to  within  the  last  year,  they  seemed  to  be 
for  sale  only  on  the  trains,  but  stores  in  seme  of  the  smaller  towns 
are  now  retailing  them  with  good  success  and  I  believe  at  a  price 
slightly  lower  than  those  disposed  of  on  the  railroads.    A  standard 
box  retails  at  $8 .00  and  of  course  that  is  on  account  of  the  long  over- 
land haul  to  Gulf  or  Atlantic  Coast  ports." 

k~b.     POTATO  SITUATION  IN  I-IAINE. 

Information  received  from  H.S.  Stiles,  in  charge  of  the  Presque  Isle 
field  station,  indicates  that  the  Maine  Potato  Growers1  Exchange,  with  head- 
quarters at  Caribou,  has  about  3,100  members  signed  uo  this  year  and  controls 
not  quite  50$  of  the  crop.    All  sales  are  made  through  the  Federated  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Growers.     It  is  understood  that  the  brokerage  basis  is  £20  per 
car,  if  sold  in  terminal  market,  and  $5  per  car  if  sold  at  shipping  point  . 
Practically  no  f .o.b.  sales  are  made.    Everything  is  either  sold  on  orders 
or  rolled  unsold.    Considerable  ''rolling  unsold"  has  been  done,  particularly 
on  a  dull  market.    Cars  are  billed  to  a  certain  point,  possibly  some  small 
city  in  New  England,  and  are  sold  on  arrival  at  the  best  price  obtainable; 
if  there  happens  to  be  no  great  demand,  the  orice  is  low. 

Selling  prices  have  been  keut  low  enough  to  exclude  most  of  the  com- 
petition from  other  shipping  sections,  such  as  Michigan.    About  a  month  ago, 
five  cars  of  Michigan  stock  were  shinned  to  Boston  as  an  experiment,  but 
further  shipments  were  not  considered  justifiable .    Movement  from  Maine  has 
been  very  heavy  and  there  is  no  indication  that  it  will  be  decreased. 

Marketing  through  the  Exchange  and  the  "Federated"  has  raised  the 
grading  standard  of  Aroostook  County  on  seed  and  table  stock  alike.  The 
potatoes  have  been  culled  heavily,  and  their  brand  -  the  "Pine  Tree"  -  runs 
generally  of  very  good  quality. 

An  early  pool,  comprising  shipments  of  August  and  the  first  part  of 
September,  was  settled  early  in  the  season.    Stock  at  that  time  was  high  in 
price,  but  because  of  the  limited  number  of  shipments  this  pool  did  not  a- 
mount  to  a  great  deal.    Since  then,  it  is  understood  that  three  advances  have 
been  made  to  growers  on  stock  shipped  or  held  in  storage:   the  first  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  1$  per  barrel,   the  second         and  the  third  10£%  In 
other  words,   the  farmers  have  received  thus  far  about  22<5  per  barrel  for 
their  entire  output,  with  additional  payments  to  be  made  in  the  future. 

UJb  .     CORRECTIONS  DESIRED. 

Each  branch  office  will  receive  with  this  Division  Letter  a  post  card, 
on  which  to  report  any  changes  or  additions  to  the  Market  Station  Address 
List,  as  published  on  August  15,  1923 .    All  cards  should  be  returned  promptly. 
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5b .      NEW  AUCTION  COMPANY  III  PITTSBURGH., 

Writing  from  Pittsburgh  on  December  22,  S.  *;/*  Russell,  who  was 
substituting  for  J.  X.  Boyd,  tells  about  a  new  auction  company  being  started 
in  that  city: 

"The  name  of  the  company  will  be  The  Pittsburgh  Green  Fruit 
Auction  Company,  and  the  stockholders  will  be  receivers,  buyers  and  shippers. 
Each  individual  is  allowed  to  subscribe  for  not  less  than  $500  and  not  more 
than  $2500  worth  of  stock.  The  limit  :  of  the  incorporation  will  be  $100,000. 
At  the  meeting  -this  afternoon  therewero  probably  50  men,  and  about  $75»900 
was  subscribed  in  the  first  hour*    This  sum  was  made  up  by  receivers  and  buyers  J 
The  shippers  are  to  be  considered  later,  but  it  was  stated  at  this  meeting 
that  shippers  would  be  considered  secondary  to  receivers  and  buyers.  Mr. 
Franzell  was  acting  chairman  and  he  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  new  organization. 
It  was  agreed  that  25%  of  the  various  subscriptions  would  be  paid  immediately 
and  25/o  after  the  charter  is  granted,  the  remaining  50$  to  be  called  in  as 
needed.    There  will  be  15  men  elected  by  the  stockholders  next  Wednesday  after- 
noon to  act  as  the  operating  committee.    Three  of  these  will  be  elected  to  act 
as  an  executive  committee,  and  it  is  expected  that  one  of  these  three  will  be 
the  auctioneer*      At  present,  there  is  but  the  Union  Fruit  Auction  Company 
operating  here  on  produce  received, and  the  two  F*G.B.  Auction  Companies." 

6b.      CHANCES  ON  "H"  AND  "JI-JU"  PACES  OF  CODE.  (Effective  Jan.  11.  ) 

On  "H"  (Market  and  Demand)  page  of  the  code,  change  the  heading 
"Movement"  and  , all  "movement"  words  in  that  column  to  read  "trading."  Then 
we  will  have,  for  example 

AD  No  trading 

AF  Trading  slow  etc. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  decision  reached  at  the  recent 
conference.    It  will  not  be  necessary,  however,  to  give  any"trading"  phrase 
in  the  market  wires  when  the  buyers'  attitude(expressed  in  the  wires  by 
"demand"  phrases)  and  trading  are  the  same . 

vOn  "JI-JU" (Grade, Size, Pack  and  Color)  page,  change 
JIJ         Extra  choice         I J      to  read 
JIJ         Combination  Extra  Fancy,  Fancy  and  C  grade  IJ 
From  remarks  made  at  the  conference,  it  seems  that  "JIGIG"  may  not 
have  the  same  meaning  in  all  code    books.    It  should  read 

JIG         Combination  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy  IG 

7 h .      TOO  FEW*  SALES  REPORTED  TO  QUOTE. 

It  has  been  observed,  and  also  called  to  our  attention,  that  the  term 
"Too  few  sales  reported  to  quote"  has  recently  been  used  rather  frequently, 
especially  by  field  stations. 

There  are  many  occasions  when  insufficient  sales    are  made  in  a  pro- 
ducing section  to  establish  the  market  upon  a  particular  day,  but  this  term 
should  never  be  used  when  it  can  be  avoided,    when  used, it  undoubtedly  has 
a  bearish  influence  upon  the  market,  because  it  implies  that  no  one  in  that 
section  is  interested  in  buying  on  that  particular  day,  while  such  may  not 
be  the  case.    Please  try  to  quote  sales  whenever  possible,  and  only  use  the 
above  term  as  a  last  resort. 
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Sb>     CIRCULAR  LETTER  FROM  IDAHO  FALLS,  

Just  "before  Christmas,  A„  E„  Prugh,  in  charge  of  the  Idaho  Falls  field 
station,  sent  the  following  circular  letter  to  all  persons  on  his  mailing 
list,     It  -contains  points  worth  noting  by  other  offices.    After  each  of  the 
questions,  sufficient  blank  space  is  left  to  fill  in  reply. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 

In  a  long  winter  deal  such  as  Idaho  Falls,  many  growers  sell  all  of 
their  potatoes  by  the  first  of  the  year  and  have  no  further  use  for  the  market 
report.     In  order  to  curtail  expenses  and  limit  the  mailing  list  to  those 
who  still  benefit  by  the  market  news,  it  is  requested  that  this  letter  be 
filled  in  and  returned  to  the  Idaho  Falls  office,    Shortly  after  the  first 
of  the  year,  the  report  will  be  discontinued  to  ALL  on  the  present  mailing 
list  who  do  not  return  this  letter*    Please  answer  as  many  questions  as 
possible: 

DO  YOU  WISH  REPORT  MAILED  AFTER  JANUARY  1st?  _  IF  SO,  FOR  HOW  LONG?  

WHAT  PART  OF  THE  REPORT  DO  YOU  CONSIDER  'OF  MOST  VALUE? 
MENTION  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  IMPROV'EMt] 

HAVE  YOU  BEEN  INTERESTED  IN  THE  SPECIAL  MARKET  NEWS  INFORMATION  PRINTED 
AT  THE  TOP  OF  THE  IDAHO  FALLS  REPORT?     (Mr,  Prugh  has  been  publishing 
excerpts  from  bulletins  of  the  Department  and  brief  market  reviews  at 
the  top  of  his  daily  reports*) 

HAVE  YOU  ANY  COMPLAINT  TO  MAKE  ON  MAIL  SERVICE? 

ESTIMATE  PERCENTAGE  OF  RUSSETS  LEFT  TO  SHIP  IN  YOUR  SECTION  COMPARED  WITH 
RURALS, 

ESTIMATE  CARLOAD  SHIPMENTS  OF  SEED  POTATOES  FROM  YOUR  SECTION. 
OTHER  REMARKS,.. 

•cWith  best  wishes  for  the 'New  Year, 
Very  truly  yours,  etc. 

A  large  number  of  very  complimentary  replies  were  received  by  Mr, 
Prugh,  expressing  satisfaction  with  the  reports  and  a  continued  demand 
for  the  service,    Special  interest  was  manifested  in  the  tftief  reviews  and 
market  comments  at  the  head  of  the  reports,  as  well  as  in  the  f,o,b,  in- 
formation published* 


E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News, 


6. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MAH&EfU  NB7S  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 
39  Federal  Bldg. 


FRESQUE  ISLE,  MB, 
Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

Federal  Bldg. 

WAUPACA,  WIS,** 
116  E.  Union  St. 

GRAM)  FORKS,  N»  DAK. 
206  Federal  Bldg. 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDA. 
23O  Federal  Bldg. 

GRaND  RAPIDS „  MICH.** 
klS  Federal  Bldg. . „ 


Mail 
List , 

Hp  * 


In  Charge 


8371c.  L,  Brown 


8*42 

sM-7 
89U 
8U3 

895 


H.  S.  Stiles 
G«  E.  Prince 
W.  H»  Mosier 
J.  W,  Park 
A,  E,  Prugh 
R.  E,  Shoemaker 


Reports 


Pears* 

Peaches* 

Apples 

Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery  : 

Potato es# 
Apple s# 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 


Potatoes 

Apples* 

Onions# 


First 

let  in 


Probably 
Will  qio?e 


Sept.  7 

Sept.  7 

Sept,  10 

Sept*  10 

Sept.  28 

Sept,  2S 


Hov.  3* 
Oct.  13* 
Apr,  1 
Apr.  1 
15 


Oct.  15  I  Jan,  10 


Sept.  12 
Sept,  17 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  25 


Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 


Apr,  1 
Mar*  1 
Apr.  3° 
Mar,  1 
Apr.  3° 


Apr.  30 
Nov,  15* 
Jan.  31 


The  following  stations  orobablv  will  be  ooened  on  dates  inc 

Licated: 

EL  CEN2R0,  CALIF. 
SANFORD,  FLA, 

933 
910 

C«  E.  Sennit z  ' 
Fa  H.  Scruggs 

Lettuce 
Celery 

Jan.  10 
Jan.  ik 

Apr.,  1 
Apr.  1 

*    Reports  discontinued. 
**  State  Dept.  cooperating. 
Tri»weekly 


Temporary  Assignments: 
G,  A,  DeHaven) 

J.  D,  Evers    )  to  Florida  for 
R,  H.  Lamb      )  inspection  work, 
S,  W.  Russell) 

W«  J,  Bertush  on  sick  leave. 


Division  Letter.  January  3«  192U.  7j_ 


j       INSPECTION  SERVICE 

lc.     SEND  IN  CHaNG-ES  OF  HQMS  ADDRESS . 

It  is  frequently  necessary  to  wire  Inspectors  at  their  home  addresses 
after  hours  and  -on  holidays.    It  is  therefore  highly  important  that  we  "be 
advised  of  changes  in  the  home  addresses  of  our  men.    Each  Inspector  is 
urgently  requested  to  send  to  this  office  promptly  any  change  in  his  home 
address  or  telephone  number. 

2c*    TOLERANCE  FOR  DISCOLORED  PEANUTS . 

Par*  5c*  in  the  Division  Letter  for  December  6,  told  of  a  conference 
which  was  held  in  Washington  "by  various  peanut  interests,  to  determine  the 
proper  classification  of  peanuts  having  discolored  shins  but  which  are  other- 
wise sound.    The  following  item,  written  by  Mr,  Samson,  tells  of  the  results 
of  that  meeting: 

Although  considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  tentative 
tolerance  for  discolored  peanuts,  in  addition  to  other  'tolerances  provided  in 
U4  S,  No*,  1  Shelled  White  Spanish  stock,  it  is  interesting  that  thus  far  there 
has  been  no  unfavorable  comment  either  from  receivers  or  shellers,    ±t  will  be 
remembered  that  this  tolerance  provides  for  1%  of  noticeably  discolored  nuts, 
not  more  than  l/k  of  which  may  be  badly  discolored. 

Before  making  a  definite  decision  in  this  matter,  the  Bureau  will  in- 
vestigate the  conditions  obtaining  in  shelling  plants,    Mr*  Robert  C,  Butner, 
Regional  Supervisor  of  the  Inspection  Service,  will  make  a  trip  through  the 
southeastern  peeanut-producing  sections,  starting  immediately  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Western  Fruit  Jobbers1  Association  meeting  at  Kansas  City  next 
week* 

3c »    WORK  STARTED  IN  LOWER  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY, 

In  a  letter  of  December  29,  Jc  Harold  Hoover  writes  as  follows  about 
the  shipping-point  inspections  in  South  Texas: 

"We  are  now  planning  to  begin  inspection  work  at  San  Benito  and 
Mercedes,  the  two  largest  shipping  points  in  the  Valley,  on  January  2*  The 
weather  has  cleared  and  the  quality  of  the  vegetables  is  improving  rapidly* 
The  cabbage  is  generally  light  weight  but  reasonably  well  formed.    There  is 
some  slimy  rot  in  the  stock  now  being  brought  in,  and  many  heads  are  slightly 
split,  but  we  will  keep  this  blemished  stock  out  of  the  cars  as  much  as 
possible,    A  very  small  percentage  of  the  cabbage  shipments  will  meet  re- 
quirements of  Texas  N0«  1  grade* ,   The  shipperslhave  agreed  to  quote  the  cabbage 
on  the  basis  of  the  percentage  of  N0»  1  stock  in  the  car,  as  shown  by  the 
inspection  certificate? 

The  beets  and  carrots  are  showing  up  nicely,  but  are    coining  out  muddy 
at  the  present  time*    Most  shippers  are  washing  them  in  tanks  before  loading. 
It  will  te  no  trouble  to  make  the  beets  and  carrots  conform  with  Texas  No*  1 
requirements,  and  the  shippers  want  every  package  that  does  not  meet  these 
requirements-ejected  for  repacking,  so  that  every  car  will  gp  out  with  a  No*  1 
certificate.    For  a  few  weeks,  the  above  commodities  are  the  only  ones  that 
will  be  inspected,  as  there  will  be  practically  no  movement  of  any  other 
vegetables  for  some  time*11 
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He.      COLD  WAVE  IN  TEXAS . 

An  -unofficial  report  on  spinach  at  Austin,  Texas,  January  2,  reads  as 
follows:     "Severe  cold  wave  this  section,  26  degrees  minimum  and  hf  degrees 
maximum  temperature  past  2k  hours  to  6  p,  m,    Earage  "believed  slight,  although 
larger  plants  representing  possibly  200  or  300  acres  of  total  1,800  or  l^SQO 
here  touched  in  spots  and  damage  problematical.    No  cutting  today  account 
severity  of  weather,    January  movement  from  this  point  probably  light." 

This  morning's  reports  says:  "Cold;  misty.    No  cutting  account  of  cold 
weather  and  crispness  of  plants  from  too  much  moisture.    Clear  weather  predict 
ed;  growing  warmer." 

5c,      MONTANA  HANDBOOK . 

Copy  of  the  Official  Handbook  of  the  Division  of  Horticulture,  Montana 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Labor  and  Industry,  is  being  mailed  under  separate 
cover  to  Inspectors  who  are  likely  to  have  use  for  this  information.  This 
booklet  was  issued  by  W,  L,  Shovell,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Horticulture, 
at  Missoula,  Montana, 

6c.     CORRECTIONS  FOR  ADDRESS  LIST. 

Each  Inspection  office  will  receive  with  this  Division  letter  a  card, 
on  which  to  report  to  Washington  any  changes  necessary  in  the  list  of  In- 
spectors and  their  addresses,  as  published  on  August  15,  1923 .    Please  re- 
turn these  cards  promptly.    A  new  list  will  be  printed  in  the  near  future. 


f .  G.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 


OFFICE  HOTSS: 

The  numerous  employees  who  were  on  leave  the  latter  part  of  December 
have  returned  to  duty,  and  activities  are  again  in  full  swing  in  all  offices. 

On  his  return  trip  from  the  Chicago  convention  next  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Stillwell  expects  to  stop  a  day  each  at  the  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburgh  offices. 

R.G.  Butner,  of  the  Chicago  office,  expects  to  attend  the  Western 
Fruit  Jobbers1  convention  at  Kansas  City,  the  middle  of  next  v/eek,  after 
which  he  will  make  a  trip  through  the  Southeast  in  the  interest  of  the 
revised  grades  for  peanuts. 

S.  W.  Hussell  visited  the  Rochester  office  on  his  return  trip  to  New 
York  City  from  Pittsburgh.    He  will  spend  Friday  in  'Tashington  and  then 
proceed  to  Florida,  to  assist  in  shipping-point  inspection  work. 

77.  J.  Bertush,  who  was  scheduled  to  go  to  Florida  from  Chicago,  has 
"been  obliged  to  change  his  plans.    Illness  has  necessitated  a  trip  to 
Rochester,  Minnesota,  where  he  is  under  the  care  of  specialists.    Mr.  Ber- 
tush is  on  indefinite  leave  of  absence. 

Y'ord  from  G-eorge  A.  DeHaven  indicates  that  he  is  helping  to  inspect 
a  wide  variety  of  vegetables  in  Florida.    He  is  inspecting  the  entire 
output  of  the  Manatee  County  Growers  J  Association  plant  at  Bradentown* 
Ivlr.  DeKaven's  mail  address  is  Box  23S,  Palmetto,  Fla. 

The  address  of  A.  E.  Mercker  also  is  Box  23S,  Palmetto,  Fla.    S.  E. 
Conklin,  Jr.,  can  be  reached  through  the  General . Delivery,  Lakeland,  Fla. 
C.  PI.  Behnke  will  arrive  at  Homestead,  Fla.,  on  January  7 »  and  will  make 
that  town  his  headquarters  during  the  time  he  assists  with  shipping-point  work. 

R.  M.  Peterson  leaves  Minneapolis  this  Friday  for  Florida.    He  is 
driving  the  entire  distance  "by  automobile,  and  will  stop  en  route  at  'Tash- 
ington. 

Announcement  has  been  received  of  the  arrival  of  a  son,  Robert  F., 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.A.  Harris,  Los  Angeles,  on  December  23. 

Sickness  in  his  home  at  Ashville,  H.Y.,  has  made  it  necessary  for 
M.  77.  Baker  to  be  absent  from  the  Pittsburgh  office  until  about  January  15» 

J.  J.  Gardner,  in  charge  of  the  Pittsburgh  Inspection  staff,  is  suf- 
fering from  an  injured  leg.    He  is  around  the  office  but  unable  to  make  any 
inspections.    G.R.  7,'arren,  of  Philadelphia,  has  gone  to  Pittsburgh  to  help 
with  the  vork  in  that  city  temporarily. 

To  conduct  further  conferences  regarding  the  proposed  3/^  bushel  ham- 
per, H.  A.  Spilman  attended  a  county  agricultural  meeting  at  Mfc.  Holly,  H.J. 
yesterday,  and  today  is  appearing  before  a  meeting  of  the  grange  at  Moores- 
town. 
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OFFICE  NOTES :  (Continued) 

R»  H.  Lamb  left  Cincinnati  for  Orlando,  Fla,,  this  morning.  The 
market  news  work  in  Cincinnati  will  "be  in  charge  of  L,  K,  Wulfekuhl,  as 
during  the  past  five  or  six  months 0 

J.  D,  Evers  visited  the  Washington  office  on  Wednesday,  en  route  to 
Florida,  where  he  will  help  with  insp  ection  work* 

F.  H«  Scruggs,  who  substituted  in  the  Boston  Market  News  office  for  a 
couple  of  months,  is  spending  a  few  days  in  the  Washington  office  "before  pro- 
ceeding to  Sanford,  Fla*,  tocperate  the  field  station  on  celery. • 

Miss  Ruth  Leyrer,  of  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the  Inspection  Service, 
recently  resigned  her  position  to  "become  the  bride  of  William  C,  Lynn,  coopera< 
tive  Inspector  at  Harrisburg,    This  romance  began  while  Mr*  Lynn  was  connected 
with  the  Market  Hews  Service  in  Philadelphia  two  years  ago*    The  wedding  took 
place  at  Atlantic  City,  IT.  J.,  on  Dec ember  29.    A  farewell  party  was  given 
in  honor  of  Miss  Leyrer  by  her  co-workers. 

M*  L„  Benn,  of  the  New  York  staff,  has  been  substituting  for  G.  w, 
Payne,  Boston  Inspect or •    Mr.  Payne  has  been  on  sick  leave  for  a  couple  of 
weeks,  and  is  not  yet  able  to  return  to  duty. 

E,  F.  McKune,  of  the  Denver  office,  has  been  authorized  to  make  trips 
in  Colorado  for  investigational  work  in  connection  with  the  onion  grades. 

A  third  member  of  the  Washington  staff  to  be  struck  by  an  automobile 
is  Mrs.  D,  P.  Dinsmore,  of  Mr*  Pat ton' s  office*    Though  knocked  down, 
Mrs.  Dinsmore  fortunately  was  not  very  seriously  injured* 

Two  excess  wool  profits  cases  will  come  up  for  trial  in  United  States 
district  courts  next  week.    The  case  against  H,  Marcus  &  Son,  Baltimore,  is 
scheduled  for  trial  on  January  7»  and  that  against  E.  Davis  &  Son,  Chicago, 
is  on  the  calendar  for  January  11. 


uniisd  states  depart:  s:^  of  agpjotjlture 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
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Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Thursday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL .  %  ?T0.  2- 
January  10,  I92U. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     "CROPS  AND  I-ARKETS"  IS  NEW  NAME  FOR  WEE7LY  PAPER .  (Important) 
The  three  weather  pages  have  "been  discontinued  from  "Weather,  Crops  and 
Markets,"  and  the  name  of  the  paper  has  been  changed  to  "Crops  and  Markets." 
The  number  of  pages  in  regular  weekly  issues  has  been  reduced  to  l6,  of  rahich 
the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  will  have  2-f  or  3  pages.    Future  issues  will 
be  printed  on  better  paper  than  has  been  used  in  the  past.    Hie  first  issue  was 
printed  on  the  newspaper  stock  by  mistake, but  copies  will  be  furnished  for  files 
on  good  paper. 

Once  a  month,  -  usually  about  the  third  Saturday  of  the  month,  -  a 
Monthly  Statistical  Supplement  will  be  issued.    This  supplement  will  contain 
all  monthly  statistical  tables,  crop  reports,  monthly  reviews  and  other  special 
articles.    Men  in  charge  of  field  stations,  therefore,  should  make  it  a  rule  to 
have  their  periodical  articles  reach  Washington  not.  later  than  the  Monday 
preceding  the  thi rd  Saturday  of  the  month .    The  big  issue  of  the  paper  in 
January  will  be  dated  January  19,  and  all  copy  must  be  in  hand  by  Monday,  the 
iUth.    The  next  big  issue  will  be  that  for  February  l6,  and  all  copy  for  that 
number  must  be  in  hand  by  Monday,  Febraary  11. 

It  has  not  been  the  custom  to  send  special  receipts  or  acknowledgments 
for  articles  from  field  men  or  branch  offices,  the  actual  publication  of  these 
stories  in  the  paper  being  considered  sufficient  notice  of  their  safe  receipt. 
Credit  will  still  be  given  the  individual  authors  of  special  articles  in  some 
sort  of  brief  index  to  be  published  in  the  text  of  the  Division  Letter.  Always 
examine  the  fruit  and  vegetable  pages  of  "Crops  and  Markets". 

As  noted  on  the  attached  index  to  "Crops  and  Markets"  for  January  5»  an 
index  will  be  published  hereaf  ter  in  the  Monthly  Supplement,  covering  the  entire 
four  (or  five)  papers  of  that  month. 

Please  advise  Washington  promptly,  if  your  office  does  not  receive  the 
weekly  and  monthly  issues  ofuCrops  and  Market s'v r egularly .    Certain  changes  are 
being  made  in  the  mailing  lists,  but  it  is  intended  that  ail  our  offices  should 
get  these  papers  regularly. 

2a.    MARKETING  CALIFORNIA  PEAR  CROP . 

According  to  reports  obtained  by  the  Division  of  Cooperative  Relations, 
about  $50,000  was  spent  this  year  by  the  California  Pear  Growers'  Association, 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  in  an  advertising  campaign  to  increase  the  consumption 
of  California  Bartlett  pears.    'The  crop  of  pears  was  no  larger  than  in  1922 
but  the  canneries  of  the  State  bought  17,000  tons  less  than  in  1922  and,  in 
consequence,  new  markets  had  to  be  found  speedily.    For  three  v?eeks  in  the 
height  of  the  season,  nearly  1,000  cars  a  week  were  sold.    Advertising  was 
limited  to  a  few  localities.    In  the  four  cities,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Chicago 
and  Pittsburgh,  the  consumption  of  pears  increased  119$  over  1920  when  no  ad- 
vertising was  done.    In  New  York  City  no  advertising  was  done  this  year  and  the 
increase  in  consumption  was  only-  h6%. 

Several  important  lessons  were  learned  from  observations  on  the  eastern 
markets,  among  which  were  the  following:     (1)  Greater  care  should  be  given  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  not  to  ship  immature  pears.  (2)  A  tighter  pack  of 
more  uniform  sized  pears  is  demanded.  -        (Page  11) 
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3a,      STANDARDIZATION  WORK  IN  LOUISIANA  aND  T^XAS, 

William  E,  Lewis  has  been  working  in  the  territory  around  New  Orleans, 
but  has  now  moved  on  to  Texas  on  account  of  recent  freezes  in  Louisiana,  Parts 
of  his  letter  of  January  6  and  his  wire  of  the  8  th  are  quoted  below: 

"Have  spent  the  past  week  in  visiting  the  various  packing  houses  in 
New  Orleans,  Kenner,  and  Arabi*    The  principal  crops  which  I  have  seen  are 
escarole,  endive,  anise,  mustard,  parsley  and  shallots.    While  a  considerable 
quantity  of  beets,  carrots  and  turnips  has  been  on  the  retail  stands,  it  has 
not  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  around  when  these  crops  are  packed.    The  days 
when  I  have  been  with  the  County  Agents  have  been  so  cold  that  the  growers 
were  not  getting  out  anything.    There  was  a  freeze  here  last  night  (Jan.  ^-G) 
that  may  retard  some  crops  and  perhaps  do  some  real  damage. 

"During  the  coming  week,  I  will  spend  some  time  in  St.  Bernard  Parisn 
and  in  Kenner;  also  in  the  local  packing  houses,    All  of  the  shippers  believe 
thoroughly  in  the  grades,  but  when  the  market  is  good  they  will  accept  anything 
and  play  a  cut -throat  game. 

"There  are  very  few  straight  carlot  shipments  from  this  section,  most 
of  the  leadings  being  mixed  cars  of  various  vegetables .    When  a  shipper  is 
badly  in  need  of  escarole,  and  a  grower  drives  up  with  escarole,  beets  and 
carrots,  he  will  make  the  shipper  take  all  or  nothing,  and  the  latter  has  to 
take  the  load,  even  though  the  carrots  and  beets  are  of  inferior  quality, 

"At  Kenner,  the  shippers  realize  that  places  up-State,  which  are 
newer  sections,  have  taken  away  the  prestige  they  used  to  have  and  are  getting 
better  prices  on  account  of  better  quality  products*    These  shippers  would 
like  to  have  some  kind  of  police  inspection  to  force  the  growers  to  do  better 
grading. 

"I  believe  that  the  best  work  along  grading  lines  can  be  done  in  St, 
James  Parish,  which  is  about  half  way  between  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge, 
It  is  one  of  the  newer  sections  and  they  can  very  easily  put  up  a  good  package. 
■Many  of  the  growers  there  belong  to  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Selling  Exchange, 
:which  is  very  strong  for  the  grades.    They  have  had  but  little  experience  in 
packing  their  products  for  shipment  and  are  not  familiar  with  the  methods  of 
packing  with  ice,    That  is  why  I  am  spending  so  much  time  in  the  packing ^ 
houses  in  this  section*     I  will  then  be  able  to  deal  more  intelligently  in 
instructing  them  in  the  methods  generally  used, 

"P.S»  -  Monday | •  Today  the  packing  houses  have  the  appearance  of 
Sunday,    Did  not  see  one  barrel  packed.     The  damage  by  the  freeze  is  very 
great,  some  estimating  75%  on  most  crops  and  50$  on  cabbage  in  some  sections. 
If  'the  damage  is  as  great  as  estimated",  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  these 
people  will  get  any  more  stuff  on  the  market," 

Mr,  Lewis'  wire  of  January  S  reads  as  follows; 
"Freeze  caused  heavy  damage  to  most  crops  throughout  State,  even 
cabbage  in  some  sections.    Possibly  spinach,  parsley,  shallots  will  re- 
cover,   Shippers  expect  little  loading  before  four  to  eight  weeks," 

CORRECTION:  The  attached  index  to  "Crops  and  Markets"  for  January  5 
was  mimeographed  before  the  Division  Letter  proper  was  prepared.  Part 
of  the  Special  Notice  at  the  top  of  that  index  contradicts  a  statement 
on  the  front  page  of  the  D,L,    The  front-page  article  is  correct,  where 
it  states  that  the  future,  monthly  indexes  to  "Crops  and  Markets"  will 
be  printed  in  that  paper.    There  will  be  no  more  mimeographed  indexes. 
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Ha.    A,  F.  &  ?,  St  CONVENTION. 

The  sixth  annual  convention  of  the  American  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Shippers  Association  was  held  in  Chicago,  January  5>  7  and  3*    Mr,  Stillweli, 
who  attended  the  sessions  with  Mr,  Samson,  "brought  hack  the  following  report 
of  some  of  the  interesting  developments: 

The  Association  went  on  record  as  "being  very  favorable  to  the  stand- 
ardization work  of  this  Division,  and  approves  the  separation  of  size  and 
quality  for  most  of  the  commodities e    The  Legislative  Committee  reported 
favorably  on  the  package  standardization  bill  which  will  come  "before  the 
present  Congress*,    The  convention  also  went  on  record  as  opposed  to  crop 
insurance  by  the  Government*    Most  of  the  discussions  were  on  matters  re- 
lating to  the  transportation  of  fruits  and  vegetables* 

The  report  of  the  Manager  and  Secretary,  Mr.  E«  S.  Briggs,  is  an 
interesting  book  of  57  pages.     It  -contains a  number  of  charts,  diagrams 
and  half-ton®  cuts,  in  addition  to  the  text  proper *    One  item  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  Association  has  approved  the  draft  of  a  Federal  Arbitration 
Law,  which  had  been  unanimously  approved  by  the  American  Ear  Association. 

Mention  is  made  of  plans   being  formulated  by  us/  whereby  it  is 
hoped  that  radio  broadcasts  can  he  rrade  periodically  of  the  expected  peak 
movement  of  particular  products,  so  as  to  increase  consumption  at  those 
periods.   There  are  a  number  of  difficulties  which  must  be  overcome  before 
such  a  scheme  can  be  made  effective. 

Three  pages  are  devoted  to  a  list  of  the  States  which  have 
standardized  various  types  of  fruit  and  vegetable  containers «    Almost  equal 
space  is  given  to  the  inspection  service,  and  to  various  decisions  of  this 
Department  relating  to  fruits  and  vegetables, 

A  list  of  the  Federal  insepction  offices  in  terminal  markets  con- 
cludes the  report,  along  with  a  brief  review  of  the  shipping-point  service. 
The  Secretary  requests  ail  members  of  the  Association  to  report  cases  where 
inspectors  leave  a  car  in  bad  order,  after  having  opened  packages  or  having 
cut  and  removed  specimens    of  the  contents, 

5a.      DEVELOPMENTS  IN  COLORADO. 

Boud    McCann,  Director  of  Extension  Service  in  Colorado,  reported  in 
a  letter  of  January  2  that  the  State  authorities  had  a  radio  receiving  set  on 
the  Special  Agricultural  Train  which  was  operated  throughout  Colorado  for  three 
weeks.    Livestock  reports  were  featured,  as  the  train  was  run  in  the  interest 
of  a,  pure-bred  sire  campaign.    The  radio  work  attracted  very  favorable  comment 
on  the  part  of  the  25,000  people  who  visited  the  train  at  country  stations. 
It  was  found  entirely  feasible  to  receive  the  radio  messages  while  the  train 
was  in  full  motion,    Mr,  I'-cCann  states  that  they  are  now  working  on  a  plan  for 
broadcasting  extension  programs  by  radio  from  Denver,  and  in  the  process  of  the 
venture  J,  D9  Snow,  of  our  Denver  office,  will  be  given  opportunity  to  tell 
the  entire  State  about  the  Market  Hews  Service  and  related  lines  of  work.  It 
is  hoped  that,  later,  a  broadcasting  station  may  be  located  at  the  Colorado 
Agricultural  College,  Eort  Collins.    Increasing  interest  is  "being  shown  in  the 
market  reporting  service.    Growers  of  bears  are  particularly  desirous  of  ob- 
taining price  information  on  that  product v  ir.  addition  to  the  reports  already 
being  issued  by  the  Denver  office. 


lb .     SHIPMENT  REPORTS  BY  NIGHT  LETTER 

Hereafter,  when  issuing  instructions  to  division  reporters  to  send 
our  field  stations  telegraphic  daily  reports  of  shipments,  the  Transportation 
Section  will  instruct  reporters  to  forward  these  telegrams  by  night  letter, 
for  the  purpose  of  economy*    However,  field  station  representatives  are 
authorized  to  make  direct  request  that  the  information  he  sent  "by  day  message 
in  specific  cases  where  the  results  show  that  a  night  letter  will  not  make 
the  information  available  at  the  time  it  is  needed, 

2b t      VEGETABLE  PLANTINGS  ON  WEST  COAST  OF  MEXICO. 

All  offices  may  now  release  the  acreage  figures  for  West  Coast  of 
Mexico  vegetables,  as  published  on  page  552  of  the  Division  Letter  for  Dec- 
ember 27,  1923.     The  Truck  Crop  section  of  our  Division  of  Crop  and  Live 
Stock  Estimates  has  accepted  these  figures  as  pircbably  the  best  obtainable,  and 
has  approved  their  general  release.     If  you  copy  that  D„  L,  item  in  your 
mimeographed  reports,  be  sure  to  give  the  date  as  mentioned  in  the  letter, 

y°  *      MIMECON  OR  NO,  767  MINEQ GRAPE  INK. 

A  reading  of  the  reports  received  in  response  to  an  item  in  the  Division 
Letter  of  November  8,  1923,  shows  as  great  a  divergence  in  opinions  regarding 
the  relative  merits  of  Mimecon  and  of  No.  767  ink  as  could  be  imagined.  Some 
find  the  Mimecon  ink  entirely  satisfactory  and  are  able  to  turn  out  as  many 
or  more  copies  than  are  possible  with  No,  767  ink,  whereas  others  have  found 
Mimecon  ink  very  unsatisfactory  and  not  economical,  as  they  cannot  secure 
more  than  half  as  many  copies  from  the  same  quantity  of  ink.    A  large  number 
complained  of  the  offensive  odor  of  the  Mimecon  ink.    Both  kinds  are  A,  B, 
Dick  Company  inks. 

According  to  the  favorable  replies  received  on  Mimecon  ink  and  to  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  A,  B,  Dick  Company  representative  in  Washington, 
the  securing  of  satisfactory  results  with  Mimecon  ink  requires  greater  care, 
principally  on  account  of  its  being  so  much  thinner  then  No,  7&7  in^»  ^ut 
when  properly  used  is  much  more  economical  and  can  be  made  to  produce  satis- 
factory results.  However,  the  No4  767  ink  is  undoubtedly  the  best  mimeograph 
ink,  although  not  the  least  expensive. 

v  Under  these  circumstances,  either  kind  of  ink  ordered  will  be  furnished, 

When  satisfactory  results  can  be  obtained,  we  prefer  that  Mimecon  ink  be  used 
as  a  matter  of  economy.     This  cheaper  ink  is  as  permanent  as  the  other  and 
will  print  as  distinctly  when  properly  applied,  bearing  in  mind  the  sugges- 
tions made  in  Division  Letter  of  November  22,  Par.  lb.    Be  sure  to  indicate 
the  kind  of  mimeograph  ink  desried,  when  placing  orders, 

Ub.     CONDITIONAL  DISCONTINUANCE  OP  MAIL  REPORTS.. 

In  accordance  with  the  statement  made  at  the  recent  Conference,-  where 
the  local  market  report  issued  by  any  office  contains  all  the  information  that 
would  appear  on  the  "mail  report,"  that  office  may  discontinue  sending  "mail 
reports"  to  Washington.     In  such  cases  a-?  extra  copy  of  the  local  market  report 
should  be  sent  in,  marked  for  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Rice*    This  will  make  a 
total  of  3  copies  daily,  as  all  offices  are  supposed  to  mail  2  copies  to  Wash- 
ington regularly.    Products  included  in  telegraphic  reports  from  any  office 
may  be  omitted  from  the  regular  "mail  reports."  which  all  offices  not  issuing 
local  bulletins  should  continue  to  send  to  Washington. 


5b .    RADIO  BROADCASTS  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

A  recent  letter  from  C,  Je  Eansen^  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  tells 
of  arrangements  made  *ith  the  General  Electric  Company5 s  branch  station  at 
Oakland,  Calif, s  whereby  market  reports  will  be  broadcast  regularly*  This 
station  is  said  by  them  to  be  the  largest  sending  station  in  the  United  States, 
Mr,  Hansen  is  planning  to  give  them  the  San  Francisco  market  as  an  experiment 
and,  if  this  proves  satisfactory,  the  information  will  be  increased  to  cover 
a  sketch  of  all  markets  received  over  the  leased  wire*     It  has  been  decided  best 
to  send  these  radio  reported  either  during  the  noon  hour  or  between  7  and  8  ?*Mti 
as  the  farmers  generally  would  appreciate  the  information  more  if  received  dur- 
ing their  leisure  time,     If  special-delivery  mail  service  across  the  Bay  does 
not  prove  prompt  enough,  our  office  will  either  wire  or  phone  the  market 
reports  to  the  General  Electric  Company  at  their  expense, 

6b t    MARKET  NEWS  WORK  IN  TEXAS , 

J,  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Texas  Radio  Market  News  Service,  submitted 
he  following  interesting  information  in  a  recent  letter  concerning  the  coop- 
rative  market  reporting  work  in  that  State: 

"Our  communication  with  Houston  is  now  working  splendidly.  WEAY 
copies  at  10  A,M,  and  broadcasts  at  11  AfcM»,  also  at  2  and  re-broadcasts  at 
3  P«M4,  while  our  representative  there  preparaae  information,  as  received, 
in  shape  for  local  papers,  which  gives  us  a  wonderful  circulation  throughout 
the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  as  the  Chronicle  is  cooperating  fully,  and  the 
Post  will  later  on  cabbage.    The  Spinach  summary  as  telegraphed  by  radio  is 
also  released  at  the  press  room  here  where  the  Dallas  News,  Galveston  News 
and  San  Antonio  Express  handle  it  by  telegraph, and  both  local  papers  publish 
it.     It  goes  by  mail  to  all  other  papers  represented  here  by  special  re- 
porters,   Besides  this  we  telegraph  carlot  shipments  every  morning  collect 
to  Jarratt  at  San  Antonio  and  passings  through  St*  Louis  to  Westbrook  at 
Laredo  each  afternoon*    Ferguson  Brothers  at  Pearsall  are  putting  in  a  radio 
receiving  set  to  catch  the  broadcasts  on  spinach,  and  Prof,  Mally  at  Laredo 
is  working  like  a  good  fellow  to  complete  arrangements  down  there  for  a 
special  operator  to  handle  the  work  for  his  growers, 

"Our  mailing  list,  counting  the  additions  that  came  in  the  mail 
yesterday,  is  now  IU5,    Western  Union  is  working  on  the  possibilities  of  a 
modified  CND  service,  but  while  we  have  gotten  together  on  some  plans 
the  proposition  is  so  new  to  them  that  it  is  developing  very  slowly.  Shippers 
are  making  considerable  inquiry  for  the  service  because  of  the  announcement  ifi 
our  last  bulletin  that  it  would  be  available  by  CNDy  but  the  matter  of  tele- 
graph tolls  is  the  big  difficulty,      I  think  before  the  present  week  is  out, 
however,  that  we  will  be  working  across  by  radio  to  Laredo  without  trouble, 
and  Prof,  Mally  is  ready  to  do  anything  possible  to  secure  its  dissemination 
after  I  get  copy  to  him,  both  by  phone  to  the  shippers  and  by  publication 
in  the  afternoon  paper.    We  made  contact  last  night  with  one  operator  at 
Laredo  who  is  willing  to  handle  the  information  at  hours  that  do  not  conflict 
with  his  regular  duties,  i,e,  before  8  A«M4 ,  during  noon,  and  after  6  P*M,'  ~ 
Mr,  Hunter  then  suggests  the',  possibility  of  getting  the  Army  radio  stations 
Rio  Grande  Valley  to  receive  market  reports  during  the  onion  season. 
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7b .     CORRECTIONS  IN  CALIFORNIA  LETTUCE  SHIPMENT  REPORTS. 

Inquiries  from  V/.  H,  Hall,  at  Chicago,  and  C.  E.  Schu.lt  z,  at  El  Centro, 
Calif. ,   led  to  the  discovery  of  some  duplications  in  reports  of  California 
lettuce  shipments  since  December  3«     The  following  corrections  have  been  sent 
to  these  men,  and  all  other  offices  should  make  note  of  the  revised  figures, 
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E,  W.  STILLY/ ELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEi*PORARY  FIELD  STAglOl^S  CF  i.^RILFT  ITEV'S  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


ROCHESTER,  IT.  Y. 
39  federal  Bldg, 


PEES  CUE  ISLE,  ME, 
Greenlaw  Block 


SPOKANE,  WASH. 

k2k  Federal  Bldg. 


VAUPACA,  WIS.** 

Il6  E.  Union  St, 


GRAND  FORKS,  IT.  DAK. 
206  Federal  Bldg. 


IDAHO  FALLS;  IDA. 
230  Federal  Bldg. 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
hlS  federal  Bldg. 


EL  CENTRO,  CALIF.  • 


mil 

List  In  Charge 
No.  !   


Reports 


[  S37  C.  L;  Brown 


1 

nk2  H,  S.  Stile: 


8^7  0.  E.  Prince 


mh 


\'J.  E.  Mosier 


3l+3jJ.  W.  Park 


A.  E.  Prugh 


1 


R.  H.  Shoemaker 


Pears* 

Peaches, * 

Apples 

Po  tatoes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery 


Potatoes^ 


Apples  if 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions  # 


First 
Bulletin 


Probably 
Will  Close 


Sept,  7 

Sept,  7 

Sept.  10 

Sept.  10 

Sept,  28 

Sept.  28 
Oct.  15 


Sept,  12 


Nov.  3* 
Oct,  13* 
Apr .  1 
Apr.  1 
Feb.  1 
Feb.  1 
Jan.  12 


tor .  1 


Sept,  17    Mar.  1 


933|C.  E.  Sennit! 


Lettuce      Jan.  8 


Sept.  17 


Sept.  19 


Apr.  30 


Mar.  1 


Sept.  25    Apr.  30 


Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
Oct,  19 


Apr.  30 
Nov.  15* 
Jan.  31 


Apr ,  1 


The  following 

station  probably  w 

ill 

oe  opened  on 

date  indicated: 

SANFORD,  FLA. 

 — 1 

H.  Scruggs 

Celery 

Jan.  1% 

Apr,  1 

*    Reports  discontinued. 
**  State  Dept.  cooperating, 
if    Tri~  weekly. 


Temporary  Assignments; 
G.  A.  DeHaven) 

J.  D.  Evers    )     to  Florida  for 

R.  H,  Lamb      )     inspection  work. 

S.  W.  Russell)  work. 

I.  J.  Bertush  to  Hew  York  City  inspection/ 
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1       INSPECTION  PE^VICE  | 


1  c  .     "CHOI Cg"  SAME  AS  "NO.  ?"  IN  FLCPJDA  ORANGE  CrJ PES. 

A  ntdjjbe't  of  Florida  shippers  nave  requested  the  privilege  of  using  the 
term  "Choice"  instead  of  "No.  2"  in  marking  their  ora&ges  and  grapefruit, 
which  come  under  the  No.  2  classification  of  the  tentative  grades-  Shipping- 
point  certificates  describe  these  cars  as'Choice  (U.  S.  To.  2)."  Any  lots, 
therefore,  which  are  marked  "Choice  Bright,"  "Choice  Golden,"  or  "Choice 
Russet"  should  "be  graded  according  to  the  specifications  of  the  tentative  No. 

2  grades  for  Florida  citrus, 

2c.    CONDITION  OF  INSPECTION  FUNDS . 

The  very  large  amount  of  work  undertaken  this  year  has  resulted  in 
expenses  which  have  been  greater  than  estimated  at  the  "beginning  of  the  season. 
The  only  way  in  which  a  deficit  can  "be  avoided  at  the  close  of  the  year  is 
for  every  person  connected  with  the  Inspection  Service  to  conduct  his  part  of 
the  work  on  the  "basis  of  the  strictest  possible  economy.    This  will  apply 
particularly  to  the  purchase  of  supplies,  traveling  experts  and  clerical  help. 

The  use  of  automobiles  is  one  of  our  greatest  expenses.    Each  office 
should  study  the  local  situation,  to  determine  to  what  extent  it  is  possible 
to  cut  down  this  item.     It  is  believed  that  a  number  of  our  offices  can,  to 
advantage,  leave  cars  in  storage  during  the  winter  months. 

Long-distance  trips  to  outside  markets  may  be  refused,  whenever  there 
is  any  reason  for  believing  that  the  Inspector  can  accomplish  more  work  by  re- 
maining at  headquarters.   .In  case  the  applicant  offers  to  put  up  the  money  in 
advance  for  the  expenses  of  such  trios,  it  should  be  accepted  so  that  the 
traveling  expenses  will  not  have  to  be  charged  against  our  funds.     In  this 
case,  no  charge  for  expenses  should  be  shown  on  fee  bill  or  the  certificate 
copy  which  comes  to  the  Washington  office. 

Supervising  Inspectors  are  requested  to  limit  their  travel  as  much  as 
is  consistent  with  the  proper  conduct  of  their  work.    No  trips  should  be  made 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  new  shippers  in  the  work  or  for  attend- 
ing meetings.    All  trips  made  by  men  whose  expenses  are  being  carried  on  our 
Inspection  fund,  both  in  connection  with  receiving-point  and  shipping-point- 
work,  aside  from  regular  routine  travel,  should  be  made  only  after  approval  by 
the  Washington  office. 

Financial  conditions  somewhat  similar  to  the  present  have  existed  at 
this  time  of  year  for  the  last  two  years.    It  has  been  possible  in  the  past, 
however,  to  use  some  reserves  for  meeting  deficits,  but  this  cannot  be  done 
this  year  and  we  must  live  absolutely  within  the  limits  of  our  allotment . 
Your  earnest  cooperation  is  asked  to  the  end  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
curtail  our  work  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  22: 
During  December,  the  Norfolk  office  made  19  inspections  for  the  U,S, 
Shipping  Board,  amounting  to  53 , 3 l6  lbs.  of  fruit  and  vegetables  passed; 
no  rejections;  53,3l6  lbs.  total  quantity  inspected.     Items  billed  short- 
weight,-  1. 
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3e .    EXAMINE  CAB  CARDS  MP  MARKS  CAREFULLY;  REMOVE  CLP  ONES . 

The  following  letter  shows  the  complications  which  may  result  from 
lack  of  care  in  examining  a  shipping-point  tag  found  in  a  car  on  which  in- 
spection is  requested.    Whenever  a  shipping-point  card  or  a  shipping-point 
mark  on  the  wall  of  a  car  shows  inspection  at  a  date  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  date  of  arrival,  the  point  of  origin  of  the  shipment  should  be  as- 
certained from  the  railroad  office  in  order  to  see  whether  the  car  tag  or 
marking  covered  a  previous  inspection.    A  little  care  in  this  connection  may 
avoid  embarrassing  complications.    The  letter  referred  to  is  quoted  "below: 
"On  November  5th  Roloff  Bros,  near  Dayton,  Washington,  shipped 
car  MDT  I52U7S  containing  Fancy  Homes  to  storage  in  Chicago.  This 
particular  car  was  Federally  inspected  at  Long  station  near  Dayton  on 
the  above-mentioned  date. 

"Recently  another  of  our  units  re-shipped  a  car  out  of  cold  storage 
and,  upon  arrival,  the  "buyer  complained  on  account  of  grade,  following 
which  the  Exchange  called  for  Government  inspection..    It  so  happ.esed 
that  the  same  car  was  used  for  this  shipment,  namely  MDT  I52U70,  although 
the  contents  were  Extra  Fancy  Jonathans. 

"The  Government  inspection,  just  received,  covered  the  condition 
only  and  the  notation  appears  on  the  certificate  to  the  effect  that  this 
car  was  inspected  at  Long  station  near  Dayton,  Washington,  on  November 
5th  and, , if  we  desired  to  learn  of  the  grade  and  pack,  we  could  secure 
a  copy  of  such  certificate  at  Olympia. 

"Obviously,  the  card  notice  which  you  place  in  cars  at  point  of 
origin  had  never  "been  removed  from  the  car  and  undoubtedly  your  inspector 
merely  glanced  at  the  notice  and  failed  to  read  it.    At  this  time,  I  am 
unable  to  state  whether  or  net  any  damage  will  accrue  from  this  error." 

he .     LISTS  OF  SHIPPING- POIFT  INSPECTIONS. 

Beginning  with  Monday  of  this  week,  lists  of  certificates  received  from 
shipping  points  were  mailed  to  our  various  offices  .    These  cover  the 
certificates  received  each  day.    The  lists  are  mailed  out  that  evening.    It  is 
believed  that,  if  the  mail  service  is  prompt,  these  will  reach  most  of  the 
offices  in  time  to  give  information  desired  regarding  cars  moving  from  the 
Pacific  Coast.     It  is  expected  that  Florida  shipments  will  be  added  to  this 
list  in  the  next  few  days ♦ 

No  car  initials  are  given.    There  are  a  few  duplicate  series  of  car 
numbers  and  it' is  possible  that  some  confusion  may  result  from  this  cause.  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  be  simpler  for  offices  to  wire  in,  if  they 
find'  a  car  number  on  which  inspection  is  requested  entered  on  these  lists, 
than  it  will  be  to  try  to  give  the  car  initials  covering  each  number.  Each 
office  is  asked  to  advise  us  of  inspections  requested  on  cars  which  arrive 
before  the  lists  reach  them,  and  also  to  let  us  know  in  case  there  is  any  un- 
usual delay  in  the  lists  reaching  them  from  Washington. 

Stars  are  placed  opposite  numbers  of  cars  which  are  definitely  declared 
to  be  out  of  grade.    On  some  of  those  which  are  listed  without  stars,  portions 
of  the  cars  are  up  to  grade  and  portions  are  below.    It  will  be  necessary, 
therefore,  to  wire  to  Washington  whenever  you  are  inspecting  a  car,  the  number 
of  which  is  listed,  in  order  to  get  full  information  regarding  the  grading  of 
car  ♦ 

It  has  been  suggested  that  these  sheets  be  cut  crosswise  according  to^ 
States,  and  be  filed  by  States.  Each  office  is  requested  to  experiment  with 
the  filing  of  these  lists  and  report  the  method  which  seem  most  satisfactory. 
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5c  .     INSPECTION  RECORDS  MADE  KT  IDAHO . 

Writing  under  date  of  January  5;  I».  G.  Sehultz,  Supervising  Inspector 
for  the  State  of  Idaho,  tells  of  the  remarkably  high  percentage  of  Federal- 
State  inspections  made  at  shipping  points  in  that  territory: 

"At  the  start  of  the  season  in  the  early  potato  section,  we  had 
practically  100$  inspection,  only  one  or  two  ship-oers  refusing  to  take 
inspections  on  all  of  their  shipments.    Of  the  'd,2^  cars  of  prunes 
shipped  this  season,,  we  inspected  2, CIS.    Approximately  95?  °*  the  peaches 
were  inspected  and  to  date  fully  JOfo  of  the  apple  shipments  have  "been 
certified.    There  was  considerable  talk  for  a  while  that  the  Idaho 
Potato  Growers*  Exchange  would  cease  taking  inspections,  hut  they  have 
decided  definitely  to  have  inspections  on  all  stock.    Total  inspections 
from  July  1,  I923,  to  January  1,  I92H,  were  12,363. 

"The  extremely  wet  weather  and  hard  freezes  at  digging  time  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State  made  it  very  difficult  for  the  inspectors 
in  certifying  cars  of  potatoes,  and  I  must  say  I  am  quite  proud  of  the 
work  done  under  such  conditions.    The  fruit  inspectors  also  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  record,  for,  of  the  total  amount  of  apples  shipped 
this  season,  we  have  record  of  only  one  car  being  reversed  as  to  grade 
in  a  receiving  market.    Only  the  Extra  Fancy  grade  in  this  car  was  re- 
versed, the  other  grades  being  sustained." 

6c  .     SKIPPING- PO I UT  INSPECTIONS  IN  SOUTH  TEXAS  . 

Further  information  regarding  the  inspection  work  in  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  is  contained  in  J.  H.  Hoover's  letter  of  January  U:- 

"Inspection  service  was  started  yesterday  at  Mercedes  and  San 
Benito,  covering  all  carlot  shipments  of  beets,  carrots  and  cabbage. 
The  movement  is  still  light  but  will  increase  steadily,  and  the  other 
shipping  points  in  the  Valley  will  begin  shipping  in  volume  within  the 
next  few  weeks.    A  man  will  be  placed  at  each  station  as  the  shipments 
increase.    The  cabbage  has  made  wonderful  improvement  in  quality,  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  have  all  shipments  meet  requirements  of 
Texas  Grade  No.  1.    The  local  inspectors  have  instructions  to  inspect 
all  wagon-loads  as  they  are  unloaded  and  reject  any  stock  that  does 
not  meet  these  requirements.    Heads  are  generally  of  medium  size  and 
reasonably  hard  for  Texas  stock,    'There  will  be  very  little  difficulty 
in  grading  beets  and  carrots  up  to  Texas  No.  1  requirements,  and  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  large  shippers  to  ship  nothing  but  No.  1  stock. 

"During  the  last  ten  days  the  weather  has  been  fairly  favorable 
and  the  country  looks  good  at  the  present  time.    In  many  cabbage  fields 
a  considerable  amount  of  root  rot  developed  on  account  of  wet  weather 
and  the  yield  will  be  reduced,  but  the  cabbage  acreage  is  large  and 
this  may  prove  to  be  a  good  thing  for  the  growers.    Carrots  are  of 
fine  quality  and  beets  generally  good,  with  many  fields  showing  rough 
and  woody  stock  account  of  rains . 

"weather  has  been  unfavorable  for  the  lettuce  and  there  will  be 
very  little  harvested.    The  onions  are  doing  fine  but  are  still  very 
small  and  will  not  be  harvested  for  some  time. 

"Interest  in  the  inspection  work  is  increasing  steadily  among 
the  growers  and  shippers,  and  present  indications  are  for  a  very  success- 
ful deal  and  a  large  number  of  cars  inspected."  j#  q#  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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Shipping-point  inspection 
work  in  Florida  is  now  being  conducted 
chiefly  in  these  districts 

Orange  County  (Uo«  1  on  map) 
Seminole  County  (Ho.  2) 
Lake  County  (Ho.  3) 

Polk  and  Hillsborough  Counties  (Ho.  k) 
Pinellas  County  (Ho,  5) 
Manatee  County  (Ho,  6) 
Lee  County  (Ho,  7) 
Dade  County  (Ho*  8) 

Robert  Bier-s  office,  in  Room  30&, 
Angebilt  Hotel,  Orlando,  is  now  issuing  a  'weekly 
Hews  Letter  for  the  benefit  of  the  ik  Federal  and 
25  State  inspectors.    The  first  number,  containing 
four  pages,  is  dated  January  7.    Jos.  D«  Evers  is 
editor  of  this  interesting  sheet,  which  is  similar 
to  our  Division  Letter  in  form  and  general  contents. 

A  list  of  the  Inspection  headquarters,  with  the  named. -"and  addresses 
of  our  own  men  (copied  from  the  Florida  Weekly  Hews  Letter)  is  given  below: 
Humber 
on  Mag . 

1.  ORLAHIO  -  Room  90o,  Angebilt  Hotel. 

Robert  Bier }  Federal  Supervising  Inspector. 
Jos,  D,  Evers, 

2.  SAHFORE-    Court  House. 

P.  D,  Rupert,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge, 
Fft  H,  Scruggs,  Market  Hews  representative. 

3.  LEES BURG  - 

R.  M.  Peterson,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge. 

4.  LAKELAND  -    P,0r  Box  1101. 

0,  G-.  Strauss,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge. 
S.  "7.  Russell* 

R,  H,  Lamb  (Plant  City,  10  miles  to  the  west) 

5.  CLEARWATER  -    509  IT,  Ft.  Harrison  Ave. 

B,  E,  Shaffer,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge, 

6.  PALMETTO  -    P,0,  Box  23S. 

A,  E,  Mercker,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge, 
Hathaniel  Farnworth. 
George  Aa  DeHaven, 

7.  FORT  MYSR'S  - 

F,  E»  Hooper,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge, 
S,  HOMESTEAD  -    Homestead  Hotel. 

TT,  V,  Stephens,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge. 

C,  H.  Behnke. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  3^,760  lbs,  of  bread  were  inspected  and 
accepted  by  the  Vallejo  office. 


Bread 

Butter 

Cheese 


The  following  items  rzere  also  inspected  at  San  Pedro: 

Accented    Rejected  Three  cars  of  potatoes  and  one  car  of 

19,350  lbs.    U60  lbs.      onions  were  rejected  on  track;  20,0C0  lbs.  of 
26,6l3  USO  onions  rejected  on  the  market,  and  20,000  lbs. 

9,310  625  of  onions  ordered  reconditioned  at  warehouse. 

Also  7H0  bor.es  of  apples  were  ordered  repacked 
at  the  Contractor's  warehouse. 


The  New  York  office  made  20  inspections  for  the  U.  S.  Shipping  Board, 
amounting  to  U2.U65  lbs.  of  fruits  and  -.----tables  passed*  7^0  lbs.  rejected; 

2^5  lbs.  total  Quantity  inspected,  Th2  New  York  office  also  inspected  for 
the  United  States  Lines  96,569  of  fruit  ard  2*£.7?H-  of  vegetables, 

with  rejections  amounting  to  11,937  ll>s.  For  the  Monson  Line,  fruit  inspections 
were  21,365  lbs .and  vegetables  72,399  lbs rejections  amounting  to  1,315  lbs. 

(See  Norfolk  report  at  bottom  of  Page  IS  ) 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Results  of  the  market  news  conference  held  3n  New  York  City  last  Friday 
are  published  in  full  on  front  page  of  this  weekfs  BJV.fi.  Newj^,  and  are  of 
special  interest  to  this  Division  as  they  relate  primarily  to  fruit  and 
vegetable  reports. 

J.  R.  Duncan,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  has  gone  to  San  Francisco 
to  substitute  for  the  Live  Stock  reporter  in  that  city,  who  was  called  away 
suddenly  on  account  of  a  death  in  his  family.    The  Live  Stock  representative  in 
Utah  (Mr;  Hartung)  will  carry  on  Mr.  Duncan's  work  during  his  absence. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  W.  J.  Bertush  has  been  able  to  cancel  his 
contemplated  leave,  and  that  he  reported  for  duty  again  on  January  5»  Mr* 
Bertush  has  since  proceeded  from  Chicago  to  New  York  City,  where  he  will  assist 
with  inspection  work* 

S .  F .  Shreve,  of  the  Baltimore  inspection  office,  spent  Saturday,  Sunday 
and  Monday  at  Winchester,  Va.,  inspecting  32  cars  of  apples  in  cold  storage. 

As  noted  on  another  page  of  this  D.L.,  ¥m,  E.  Lewis  has  left  Louisiana 
for  the  time  being  and  is  continuing  his  grading  investigations  in  Texas  . 

The  Florida  address  of  E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  has  been  changed  to  P.  0. 
Box  1311,  Lakeland,    He  formerly  received  his  mail  through  the  General  Delivery 
in  that  city.    Mr,  Conklin  is  traveling  throughout  the  State:  he  recently 
visited  Orlando  and  is  now  (temporarily)  at  Fort  Myers,  investigating  grades 
for  vegetables  and  fruits. 

C.  W.  Hauck  went  to  New  York  City  on  Monday  night  and  for  the  past  two 
days  has  been  conferring  with  Admer  D.  Miller  and  other  interested  persons  re-_ 
gar&ing  the  auction  companies.    It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Miller  pre- 
pared an  elaborate  report  on  auctions  before  resigning  from  this  Division.    Mr  i 
Hauck  is  now  bringing  that  material  up  to  date  and  adding  data  relating  to  the 
f .o.b.  auction  companies. 

Robert  Bier  probably  will  represent  this  Division  at  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  National  League  of  Commission  Merchants,  to  be  held  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  next  week.    Mr.  Sherman  had  expected  to  attend  this  meeting,  but  was 
obliged  to  change  his  plans. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  announcement  was  received  of  the  death  of 
Fred  A. Busman,  telegraph  operator  in  our  St.  Louis  office.    Mr.  Dusman  had 
been  with  the  Bureau  for  the  past  six  years.    He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 

Word  from  P.  D.  Rupert,  at  Sanforcl*  JOa.,  indicates  that  celery  was 
just  starting  to  move  last  week  and  will  be  ouite  heavy  by  January  10.  Hot 
weather  during  the  past  week  cuased  the  celery  under  board  to  bleach  fast. 
He  estimates  that  possibly  6,000  carloads  will  be  shipped,  about  6ofo  of  which 
may  be  inspected  through  the  shipping-point  service. 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 


H.  V,  DeMott,  auditor  for  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  and  J,  ST  Bohannon, 
of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  attended  the  trial  at  Baltimore  early  this  week,  in 
which  the  Government  soisght  to  recover  excess  profits  on  1918  wool  alleged  to 
have  "been  made  "by  H,  Marcus  and  Son.    Sidney  SieheL,  formerly  an  auditor  in  the 
Wool  Section,  also  attended  this  trial*    The  case  was  tried  "before  a  jury,  hut 
the  Judge  later  dismissed  the  jury  and  decided  with  the  government  in  all 
points  except  one.    This  important  exception  af fiats  the  original  basis  cn 
which  all  excess  wool  profits  have  been  collected  fsom  itot&SS&ii  dealers,  if 
the  decision  is  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mrss  Alice  Berger,  who  has  been  on  the  clerical  force  of  the  Domestic 
Wool  Section  for  several  months,  has  resignedt  effective  January  15i  with  the 
privilege  of  reinstatement  at  a  later  date, 

Miss  Alice  Ea  Buxton,  who  has  devoted  her  time  exclusively  to  the  In- 
spection work  in  Pittsburgh,  will  now  give  part  of  her  time  to  the  clerical 
work  in  the  Pittsburgh  Market  News  office. 

The  new  clerical  appointee  in  the  Chicago  Market  News  office  is  Miss 
Gertrude  Yfarshawsky,  formerly  with  the  Indian  Service. 

On  another  page  of  this  D,  L.,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  headquarters 
of  W.  V.  Stephens  have  been  changed  from  Miami  to  Homestead,  Fla,    0,  G.  Strauss, 
who  was  working  for  a  while  at  Fort  Myers,  has  now  returned  to  his  headquarters 
at  Lakeland,  Fla,    The  assignments  of  the  Market  News  men,  who  recently  went 
to  Florida,  also  are  given  in  the  list  in  another  part  of  this  paper,  Nathaniel 
Farnworth  has  been  stationed  at  Palmetto,  with  A,  E.  Mercker, 

Word  from  R,  M.  Peterson  indicates  that  he  left  Indianapolis  night  before 
last  enroute  by  automobile  from  Minneapolis  to  Florida,  via  Washington, 

Field  men  of  the  Market  News  Service  especially  should  read  the  first 
page  article  concerning  "Crops  and  Markets,"     Inspectors  will  be  particularly 
interested  in  the  article  regarding  the  A.  F,  &  V,  S,  convention  at  Chicago, 

F.  K .  Pat ton  is  on  a  trip  to  Chicago,  Peoria,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  in  the  interest  of  telegraphic  reports  of  shipments. 

■7.  V,  Stephens,  located  at  Homestead,  Fla.,  reports  that  inspection  of 
tomatoes  in  that  section  will  probably  be  started  this  week.    C.  G#  Strauss 
advises  that  inquiriaoare  being  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  having  straw- 
terries  inspected  at  Plant  City*    ^he  local  inspected?  at  Auburndale  reports 
that  about  700  carloads  of  citrus  fruit  are  to  be  packed  through  the  packing 
house  at  that  point.    (Auburndale  is  near  Lakeland.)    A»  E.  Mcrcker1,,  in  charge 
at  Palmetto,  Fla.,  writes  that  2^  or  30  cars  are  being  inspected  daily  in  that 
section,    Celery  is  now  beginning  to  move.    Heavy  shipments  from  Fort  Myers  are 
over  until  February,     according  to  advices  from  F,  E.  Hooper.-    The  quality  of 
peppers,  torratoes,  and  cucumbers  on  the  mainland  is  not  meeting  grade  require- 
ments.   Those  from  Sanibel  Island  are  very  good,  Citrus  work  has  now  started 
at  Fort  Myers  . 


SPECIAL  NOTICE:    Hearafter  this  mimeographed  ir.de::  to  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  material  in  Crops  and  Markets  will  be  issued  as  a  sepa- 
rate sheet  only  once  a  month »  That  sheet  will  be  in  the  form  of 
a  monthly  index,  covering  four  (or  five)  issues  at  one  time*  A 
brief  index  to  weekly  issues  will  be  published  in  the  text  of 
our  weekly  Division  Letter. 
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"T"- -HATES  OF  AG-HI  CULTURE 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.C« 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Thursday* 

DIVISION  LETTER,   VOL.  5,  NO.  3* 
January  17,  192U* 
(Contents  Confidential) 

1  a ,      GIVING  OUT  TKE  CROP  REPORT  , 

During  the  recent  Market  News  conference  at  Washington,  the  delegates 
from  field  and  market  stations  had  a  chance  to  see  how  the  crop  reports  are 
given*    The  scene  was  described  in  the  "Rural  New  Yorker"  the  following  week: 

Crop  Reporting  Day:    Once  a  month,  the  Division  of  Crop  Estimates  at 
Washington  directs  a  short  but  lively  little  play,  called  by  jokers  "Giving  Out 
the  Dope*"      The  visitor  who  happens  along  at  the  right  time  may  look  into  the 
large  room  where  things  happen.    ^here  a  dozen  or  so  reporters  stand  prepared 
to  spring  for  one  of  the  telephones  hung  along  the  sides  of  the  room*  The 
newspaper  men  are  surrounded  by  a  chalk  line  which  they  must  not  cross  before 
the  exact  minute  previously  set  for  release,  when  the  signal  is  given,  Each 
man  is  handed  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  production  estimate  on  cotton,  wheat 
or  whatever  it  may  be.    "Stand  back  of  the  line,"  call  the  assistants.  "Now 
got"  snaps  the  man  in  charge.    Each  reporter  rushes  to  a  phone  and  tries  to 
get  central  office  ahead  of  the  rest.    Bang!  goes  the  flashlight  of  some  news 
photographer.    In  a    few  minutes  the  papers  in  Hew  York,  Boston  and  Chicago 
have  the  figures  ready  to  print*    Almost  as  soon,  some  of  the  radio  stations 
are  shooting  out  the  news  to  thousands  of  radio-owning  farmers  in  the  back 
country* 

There  is  small  chance  these  days  for  dealers  to  get  ahead  of  growers, 
so  far  as  the  market  is  based  on  the  official  crop  reports.    After  the  last 
cotton  report,  which  showed  quite    an  increase  in  production,  the  markets  de- 
clined sharply,  having  apparently  been  taken  by  surprise.    Yet,  if  the  dealers 
had  studied  the  official  semi-monthly  crop  notes  and  the  reports  issued 
by  the  various  cotton  States,  it  would  have  been  easy  to  foretell  just  about 
what  the  monthly  report  would  be . 

2a.      COOPERATIVES  HANDLE  $2,000,000.000  BUSINESS... 

The  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation  has  made  estimates  of  the 
1923  business  of  cooperative  associations,  based  on  reports  of  8,313  or- 
ganizations whose  records  had  been  classified  up  to  and  including  November  27* 
The  names  of  more  than  9t000  farmers'  business  organizations  have  been  listed, 
and  possibly  two  or  three  thousand  v/ere  yet  to  report.    About  90$  of  the 
8,313  associations  thus  far  classified  are  engaged  primarily  in  selling  farm 
products,  and  about  10$  in  collective  purchasing  for  farmers.    Fruit  and 
vegetable  organizations  numbered  956,  or  11#5$  of  the  total  number,  and  handled 
approximately  a  $280,000,000  business  in  1923 .    The  business  of  2,bOQ  grain 
organisations  amounted  to  $^90, 000, 000,  and  l,8Ul  dairy  products  associations 
transacted  business  to  the  amount  of  $300,000,000,  thus  making  fruits  and 
vegetables  rank  third  in  the  entire  list  of  a  dozen  general  types  of  associa- 
tions.     Although  the  live  stock  organizations  numbered  1,1S2,  their  business 
totaled  only  $220,000,000,  or  $60,000,000  less  than  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Without  much  doubt,  the  aggregate  business  of  all  cooperative  farmers' 
organizations  in  the  United  States  passed  the  $2,000,000,000  mark. 

(Page  25) 
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3a.    WESTERN  mi.T  JOBBERS  CONVENTION. 

The  Western  Fruit  Jobbers  Association  of  America  held  its  20th  annual 
meeting  at  Kansas  City,  January  3-11,  192H,    Mr.  Samson,  who  attended  the 
convention,  "brought  hack  a  copy  of  the  "Report  of  the  Secretary."  This 
booklet  contains  some  brief  references  to  the  work  of  this  Bureau,  including 
a  list  of  products  for  which  grades  have  been  established,  and  a  comprehensive 
summary  of  the  report  of  Secretary  Wallace,    Car  peddling  and  the  peddler 
nuisance  are  condemned;  the  evils  of  refrigeration  car  detention  explained; 
and  economy  and  efficiency  in  marketing  urged.    Cooperative  marketing  laws 
now  in  effect  in  many  States  are  discussed,  and  the  standard  hamper  and  basket 
bill  is  approved  by  this  organization. 

An  extensive  advertising  program  is  outlined,  and  the  "prune  campaign" 
conducted  in  Idaho  summarized*    A  tabulation  of  results  obtained  in  eleven 
cities  is  interesting,  demonstrating  a  marked  increase  in  consumption  follow- 
ing the  campaign,  which  had  been  focused  mostly  upon  a  notably  poor  prune- 
consuming  territory,    Immediate  steps  toward  advertising  were  urged  to  cir- 
cumvent the  growing    sentiment  in  favor  of  cooperative  marketing. 

^a.     "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  JAMJAR Y  12, 

The  weekly  review,  on  page  21^ contains  a  special  section,  covering 
the  apple  situation.    W,  H,  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  has  an  article  on 
the  Chicago  potato  market  on  page  23,  and  there  is  also  a  special  story  and 
chart,  showing  the  usual  sources  of  tomato  supply  in  large  markets.    A  filler 
at  the  bottom  of  page  22  refers  to  apple  consumption  and  imports  in  France. 
An  interesting  article  on  the  Japanese  peanut  situation  appears  on  the  back 
page,  under  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  together  with  an  account  of  Australia's 
subsidizing  its  soft  fruit  industry.     It  will  be  observed  that  Fruits  .and 
;Vegetables  has  been  given  second  position  in  the  regular  weekly  issues  of 
[the  paper,  immediately  following  Live  Stock,  Meats  and  Wool. 
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["I'm.^rket  news  SERVICE  j  j 

lb.    MARKET  REPORTS  USED  IN  SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS , 

The  New  York  office  keeps  a  careful  record  of  market  reports  sent  on 

special  request  for  use  in  claim  cases.    The  following  letter  of  January  11 

from  0,  D.  Miller  tells  of  the  extent  of  this  work: 

"Cur  1923  records  of  applications  for  Government  market  reports 
to  be  used  in  the  settlement  of  claims  show  that  the  agencies  making 
greatest  use  of  our  service  for  this  purpose  have  been  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad;  the  American  Railway  Express  Co.;  the  Erie  Railroad  and  the  New 
York  Central.    Other  carriers  which  made  several  applications  were  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway;  the  Spokane,  Portland  and  Seattle  Railway;  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  and  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railway. 
The  only  applicant  who  indicated  the  amounts  involved  in  the  claims  to 
be  decided  on  this  basis  was  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.    These  amounts  totaled  $12,000  for  the  year*, 

"Numerous  requests  have  come  from  10  or  12  commercial  traffic 
agents,  mostly  located  in  eastern  cities,  and  from  dealers  in  fruits 
and  vegetables  in  almost  every  State  of  the  Union.    A  number  of  cooperative 
associations  also  applied  for  market  reports  for  this  purpose. 

"Agencies  making  many  requests  have  been  urged  to  take  the  re- 
ports regularly,  and  of  course  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  estimate  how 
many  of  our  other  regular  subscribers  are  making  this  use  of  the  service. 

"Several  cases  have  come  to  our  attention  in  which  important 
adjustments  between  shippers  and  receivers,  shippers  and  carriers,  and 
receivers  and  carriers  have  been  made  out  of  court  on  the  basis  of  the 
reports*    Several  persons  on  the  local  market,  carriers,  and  traffic 
agents  have  commended  the  seasonal  summaries  which  we  have  issued  this 
year  on  several  important  fruits  and  vegetables,  telling  us  that  these 
were  particularly  valuable  in  the  settling  of  claims/' 

2b.     SEMI -ANNUAL  REPORTS  DUE  FROM  MAjKgg  STATIONS. 

Some  of  the  market  stations  apparently  have  overlooked  the  preparation 
of  their  semi-annual  reports  of  activities  for  the  second  half  of  1923*  Thus 
far,  only  three  or  four  of  these  reports  have  been  received  in  Washington, 
All  other  offices  should  submit  their  statements  promptly.  . 


E.  Wx  STILLTvELL , 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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j  .   INSPECTION  SEE;  VICE 

lC4     FliP.TrlER  EE? CRTS  OF  WORK  IN  SOUTH  TEXAS  .  ' 

J,  Harold  Hoover,  in  a  letter  of  January  10,  reported  that  30  certifi- 
cates were  issued  the  first  week  of  inspection  work  at  Mercedes  and  San  Benito 
in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,    Satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  and  most 
of  the  shippers  seem  to  he  very  well  pleased  with  the  service. Mr,  Hoover  adds; 

"In  my  last  letter  I  wrote  that  there  would  be  very  few  cars  of  No,  1 
cabbage  out  of  the  Valley  this  season.    Cold  weather  has  greatly  improved  the 
quality  and  most  of  the  shippers  have  requested  that  we  attempt  to  cull  the 
stock  close  enough  to  make  a  fair  No,  1  grade.    This  has  been  done  with  fairly 
good  results  up  to  the  present  time,  and  practically  all  cabbage  shipments 
which  we  have  inspected  have  graded  Texas  No*  1,     It  is  hoped  that  we  will  be 
able    to  do  this  for  the  entire  season,  but  certain  conditions  might  arise 
that  would  make  this  impossible  after  a  short  time*    The  local  inspectors 
have  been  instructed  to  pass  any  head  that  is  fairly  firm  but  to  throw  out  all 
split,  burst  or  yellow  heads  and  seed  stems.    The  stock  that  we  are  designa- 
ting as  ^reasonably  hard*  would  not  come  up  to  that  term  as  it  is  used  for 
northern  cabbage,  but  I  am  sure  that  we  are  grading  it  well  enough  so  that 
there  will  be  very  little  trouble  in  the  receiving  markets , 

"At  present,  the  beets  and  carrots  are  of  fine  quality  and  we  are 
having  no  trouble  in  getting  them  graded  up  to  No,  1  requirements,    A  few 
potatoes  have  been  moving  in  mixed  cars,  and  the  size  and  quality  is  generally 
very  good.    There  will  be  a    large  potato  acreage  in  the  Valley  this  year 
and  I  look  for  a  large  amount  of  potato  inspection  work  in  the  spring," 

2c,    MR,  LEWIS  REPORTS  ON  CONDITIONS  IN  TEXkS, 

In  a  letter  of  January  11,  from  the  Mercedes  Hotel,  Mercedes,  Texas, 
Wm,  E,  Lewis  states  the  following  among  other  things: 

"Arrived  here  this  noon  and  expect  to  remain  for  a  week  or  two.  Am 
very  glad  that  I  came  to  this  section.    Have  gotten  more  information  here  in 
one  afternoon  than  I  got  in  all  the  time  I  was  in  Louisiana,    Of  course,  in 
this  district,  I  have  the  Texas  grades  to  work  on, 

"Tomorrow  I  am  going  into  the  country  with  a  man  from  the  American 
Fruit  Growers,  and  next  week  I  shall  visit  the  surrounding  towns  which  are 
the  largest  shipping  points, 

"The  weather  has  been  cool  but  not  enough  to  do  any  damage a  Shippers 
Is  tat  e  that  the  best  of  stock  is  just  about  to  come  in.    What  I  have  seen  looks 
ivery  good,  and  if  they  have  any  better  it  must  be  extra  fine  quality. 

i'The  American  Fruit  Growers  Have  an    icing  plant  here,  and  all  of 
/their  stock'-  is  precoolsd.     It  is  packed  in  round  bushel  baskets,    These  are 
loaded  full  length  of  car,  6  stacks  ne^xt  each  bunker,  k  layers  hi gh, remainder 
3  layers  high.    About  50  to  60  f ifty-'pound  cakes  of  ice  are  then  distributed 
over  top  of  load. 

"The  American'  Fruit  Growers'  manager  states  that  he  is  not  using  the  f 
shipping-point  inspection  service,  because  stock  is  shipped  to  his  own  concern; 
because  there  were  only  three  railroad  claims  out  of  500  cars  shipped  last 
season;  and  for  other  good  reasons';" 
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3c .    USE  0?  ?IDI3JJj  GRJ-DZS  I'T  RECEIVING- PCI!!!'  certification. 

M.  A.  Russell,  of  the  Chicago  office,  has  called  attention  to  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  a  number  of  our  receiving-point  Inspectors  to  certify- 
definitely  according  to  recommended  or  tentative  Federal  grades.    The  fol- 
lowing is  quoted  from  his  letter: 

"In  reading  certificates  of  the  Central  District  during  the  past  few 
months,  Day  attention  has  "been  attracted  to  the  fact  thai  in  many  offices,  the 
Inspectors  are  not  reporting  on  the  "basis  of  the  U.S.  grades  on  a  number  of 
commodities  for  which  grades  are  established  and  now  in  use  in  some  of  the 
leading  shipping  districts.    The  products  which  I  have  in  mind  are  peaches, 
cabbage,  cauliflower,  lettuce,  onions  and  tomatoes.    Even  though  the  in- 
spections are  requested  principally  for  condition,  the  Inspector  can  never 
be  sure  that  the  shipper  or  receiver  will  not  at  some  future  date  require 
a  copy  of  the  report  for  use  in  settlement  of  some  dispute  on  quality  and 
grade.    Even  when  the  application  comes  from  the  carrier  and  is  to  be  used 
in  adjustment  of  claims  for  deterioration,  it  may  be  very  desirable  for  the 
interested  parties  to  know  whether  or  not  the  claim  should  be  settled  on  the 
basis  of  U.S.  Grade  No.  1  value.    In  addition  to  the  above  commodities,  I  be- 
lieve that  reports  should  be  made  according  to  U.S.  grades  on  barreled  apples, 
strawberries,  celery,  cucumbers,  sweet  potatoes  and  Florida  citrus  fruit, 
whenever  itlis  at  all  probable  that  the  stock  was  packed  according  to  these 
grades  or  whenever  the  Inspector  is  informed  that  it  was  sold  as  !iJc.  1  stock.1 
Judging  from  the  certificates  coming  to  this  office,  one  or  two  of  our  In- 
spectors are  reporting  grade  only  on  potatoes  and  northwestern  apples.  The 
use  of  the  grades  will  not  only  increase  the  average  usefulness  of  the  cer- 
tificates, but  will  also  help  to  familiarize  the  trade  with  the  U.S.  grades. 

"I  believe  that  the  above  is  strictly  in  line  with  Handbook  Par.  227 
and  250.    It  does  not  apply,  of  course,  in  case  of  inspections  made  for  con- 
dition only  on  account  of  previous  inspection  of  the  shipment.1' 

It  is  well  recognized  that  the  use  of  recommended  and  tentative  Federal 
grades  by  our  Inspection  Service  has  been  a  very  important  factor  in  further- 
ing the  use  of  such  grades.    It  leads  both  shippers  and  receivers  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  exact  specifications  of  the  grades  and  gives  the  shipper 
and  receiver  a  more  definite  basis  for  settling  differences  of  opinion.  This 
is  particularly  true  when  the  general  term  "Ho .  1"  is  used  in  connection  with 
any  transaction.    The  shipper  and  receiver  each  have  a  rather  Indefinite  idea 
of  the  requirements  of  this  term,  because  no  authority  has  fixed  its  specifi- 
cations.   Our  recommended  and  tentative  grades,  on  the  other  hand,  are  spec- 
ific. 

Our  use  of  specific  grades,  whenever  possible,  will  result  in  the  trade 
use  of  these  terms,  and  the  Inspectors  therefore  should  certify  in  accord- 
ance with  such  grades,  unless  they  have  definite  knowledge  that  the  product 
has  been  sold  under  different  specifications.    Handbook  paragraphs  227  and 
230  make  general  recommendations  for  the  use  of  such  grades. 

P.  G.  BOER, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Market  reports  on  citrus  fruit  have  been  started  at  Orlando,  Fla„,  by 
J.  D.  Evers.    No  price  information  will  be  included,  but  the  daily  bulletins 
will  show  cariot  shipments  of  the  respective  fruits;  passings  and  diversions 
at  principal  points;  weather,  arrivals,  cars  on  track,  and  number  of  cars 
offered  at  the  auctions  in  leading  markets.    This  news  service  is  on  a 
cooperative  basis  with  the  State  of  Florida  and  citrus  shippers . 

J,  '.7.  Park  advises  that  destination  information  published  in  potato 
market  reports  at  Grand  Forks,  N,  Dak.  is  not^of  especial  interest  at  this 
time  of  year  and  it  has  been  discontinued  in  order  to  save  money.  Bulletins 
are  now  being  issued  only  three  times  a  week.    Mr,  Park  states  that  the 
feature  of  most  interest  to  shippers  in  the  Red  River  Valley  is  the  daily 
report  of  cariot  shipments,  as  this  is  an  index  of  competition  to  be  expected 
in  terminal  markets* 

R.  M,  Peterson  was  in  the  Washington  office  Monday.    He  resumed  his 
trip,  by  automobile,  to  Florida  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  expected  to  reach 
Leesburg  by  the  end  of  the  week.    He  was  delayed  in  'Wisconsin,  on  account  of 
snow  drifts  and  bad  roads. 

M.  W.  Baker  returned  to  duty  in  the  Pittsburgh  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service  on  January  15.  At  the  same  time,  G-,  R.  Warrent  who  had  been  assisting 
in  Pittsburgh,  resumed  charge  of  the  work  in  Philadelphia. 

Last  Friday  and  Saturday,  W,  H.  Steinbauer,  of  the  Washington  staff, 
was  at  Winchester,  Va. ,  and  Kabletown,  WfVa.,  inspecting  apples  in  storage. 
Four  Carloads'  were  inspected  at  Winchester.    A  telegraphic  reoxuest*  received 
this  morning  calls  him  back  to  Charles  Town,  V/.  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  handl- 
ing additional  inspections  of  apples* 

The  early  part  of  next  week,  P,  E,  Bailey,  of  Spokane,  expects  to 
attend  a  Farmers'  Week  meeting  at  Corvaliis,  Oregon,  where  he  will  demonstrate 
the  U.  S.  grades  for  potatoes, 

Louis  K.  Wulfekuhl,  of  the  Cincinnati  Market  News  office,  has  been 
appointed  as  a  Market  Station  Assistant,  effective  January  l6,  and  placed 
permanently  in  charge  of  the  reporting  work  in  that  city,    Mr.  Wulfekuhl  served 
as  a  clerk  since  May,  1921,    Charles  J.  Cole,  who  has  been  messenger  in  the 
Cincinnati  office  nearly  four  years,  resigned  on  January  12, 

Increase  of  the  cooperative  news  service  in  Texas  has  resulted  in  the 
appointment  of  George  E.  Sndress,  to  handle  the  radio  broadcasting  at  Austin, 
and  of  L«  Hamilton  Lowe,  as  a  clerk  in  the  Austin  office, 

A  loop  of  the  southwestern  leased  wire  was  installed  in  our  F.  &  V. 
office  at  Fort  Worth  on  January  15,  thus  making  it  no  longer  necessary  to 
transmit  messages  by  telephone  or  messenger  from  the  Live  Stock  headquarters 
in  that  city  to  our  office, 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

John  L.  McClure,  formerly  with  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  has 
"been  appointed  in  Mr.  Patton's  section  to  take  the  place  recently  vacated 
"by  John  M.  McLaughlin.    He  will  assist  with  early-morning  tabulations  of 
shipments . 

C.  W.  Hauck  expects  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Canners *  Association  at  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  next  week*    He  is  on  the  Thursday 
program  to  discuss  the  standardization  of  cannery  tomatoes.    The  Department 
Will  have  an  exhibit  at  this  meeting,  which  will  include  colored  photo- 
graphs of  the  proposed  trades  for  cannery  tomatoes. 

F.  J.  Baehler,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  is  at  Apple ton,  Wis.,  today  in  the 
interest  of  shipping-point  inspection  work.    On  Friday,  he  will  "be  at  Du- 
luth,  Minn.,  for  the  purpose  of  re inspecting  some  arples  in  cold  storage. 

Miss  Mayme  Parker,  who  has  "been  assisting  with  the  work  of  the  Class- 
ification Board  since  last  spring,  has  completed  that  assignment  and  was 
transferred  today  to  Dr.  Stine's  section,  where  she  will  "be  employed  in  the 
unit  handling  the  reports  of  cold  storage  holdings.    Miss  Parker  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Market  News  Service  in  the  early,  part  of  I9I6.    For  quite  a 
while,  she  was  in  charge  of  the  group  preparing  the  weekly  summary  of  carlot 
shipments  .    Upon  the  transfer  of  the  Excess  Wool  Profits  work  from  the  Tar 
Industries  Board  four  years  ago,  Miss  Parker  was  given  a  prominent  part  in 
that  work,  which  she  retained  until  the  spring  of  I923.    ^e  regret  to  lose 
Miss  Parker  after  her  long  period  of  effective  service. 

Among  the  State  or  local  inspectors  assisting  in  Florida  shipping- 
point  -work  are  T-  tit,  Ayers  (Orlando),  who  was  formerly  connected  with  our 
Grades  and  Standards  project;    D«  M.  James,  K.77.  Schaibie  and  R.  H.  Von 
Glom,  formerly  on  shipping-point  work  in  New  Jersey  (all  at  Homestead) ; 
and  E.  L.  Sutton  (Homestead),  who  was  a  cooperative  market  reporter  in 
New  York  City, 

H.  A.  Spilman  will  go  to  New  Jersey  this  evening.    He  is  scheduled 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  at  Trenton  on  Friday 
in  the  interest  of  the  package  standardization  work*    Next  Thursday,  Mr. 
Spilman  will  appear  before  a  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  at  the  Hotel  Garde, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  representatives  of  five  Connecticut  organizations 
.will  be  in  convention.    His  subject  on  that  occasion  will  be:  "Progress 
of  Standardization  of  Containers," 

Word  from  S.  K.  Fountain,  Navy  Inspector  at  Vallejo,  Calif.,  indi- 
cates that  the  work  there  is  progressing  nicely  and  that  they  are  getting 
fine  quality  of  produce.    The  Naval  Hospital  and  the  Marine  Corps  especially 
have  made  complimentary  remarks  on  the  quality  of  goods  received.  Mr. 
Fountain's  office  telephone  number  is  Vallejo.  891,  and  his  residence  is  1118 
Carolina  St,    An  article  relating  to  this  new  work  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
will  appear  in  "Crops  and  Markets"  for  the  coring  Saturday,  January  1J • 
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OFFICE  ITGTE3:  (Continued) 

F.  E.  Hooper,  located  at  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  advises  that  the  cucumber 
movement  from  that  section  is  finished*    Peppers  are  dwindling,  hut  he  ex- 
pected to  have  10  cars  of  mixed  vegetables  this  week.     Three  cars  recently 
were  shipped,  showing  2%  to  3$  decay  in  the  peppers,  described  as  bacterial 
soft  rot.     It  was  necessary  to  pick  a  lot  of  immature  peppers  to  avoid  sun- 
scalding,  and  such  stock  is  graded  by  the  packing  house  men  under  three 
designations:  "Best,"  "IText"  and  "Reds." 

Heavy  rains  held  up  the  early  movement  of  tomatoes  on  the  lower  East 
Coast  of  Florida.    The  first  car  was  inspected  by  "ft,  V.  Stephens'  force  at 
Homestead  on  January  9»  and  two  more  cars  were  inspected  the  next  day. 

The  entire  output  of  three  packing  plants  at  Clearwater,  Fla.,  is 
being  inspected  by  B.  E.  Shaffer  and  his  staff  of  men,    'The  finished  cer- 
tificates are  furnished  to  the  shippers  every  evening*    Some  frost  damage 
occurred  to  tomatoes,  cucumbers  and  other  tender  plants,  but  citrus  groves 
were  not  injured  *    Many  of  the  packing  houses  were  running  light,  however, 
on  account  of  the  cold  weather, 

P.  D.  Rupert,  at  Sanford,  Fla.,  reports  that  one  large  grower  of 
celery,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Lake  Monroe,  is  placing  in  each  of  his  cars  a  10"  x 
12"  card,   on  which  is  printed  in  heavy  type:     "U.S.  Ho.  1  Celery,  loaded 
by  Bell  Brothers,  Lake  Monroe,  Fla."    He  also  places  on  the  card  the  car 
number  and  the  manifest  showing  the  sizes.    Mr.  Bell  got  the  idea  from  a 
similar  card  relative  to  potatoes,  found  in  one  of  the  empty  cars  from  the 
North.    Other  shippers  in  the  Sanford  section  are  beginning  to  realize  the 
value  of  such  a  notice,  and  plan  to  follow  Mr.  Bell's  example. 

Grapefruit  is  moving  in  increasing  volume  from  the  Lakeland  district 
of  Florida.    Auburndale  probably  will  have  about  30  cars  a  week,  and  good 
tonnage  is  expected  from  Dundee  and  Plant  City. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  recently  visited  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  and  made  the 
round  of  the  vegetable  and  citrus  packing  houses  in  that  section.    He  has 
prepared  some  tentative  specifications  for  grades  on  eggplant,  beans  and 
flat  squash. 

Aimer  D.  Miller,  formerly  of  the  F.  &  V,  Division  and  now  associated 
with  the  Fruit  Auction  Company,  Hew  York,  visited  our  Orlando  office  on 
Monday . 

HEW  ADDRESS  LISTS  of  Inspection  offices  and  Market  Stations  are 
being  distributed  with  this  Division  Letter.    Please  immediately  destroy 
all  former  lists  in  your  office  and  use  only  the  revised  sheets. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D,  C, 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Thursday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  5.  NO.  k. 
January  2kt  1924. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     MORE  NEWS  FROM  SOUTH  TEXAS. 

On  January  18,  Wm,  E.  Lewis  wrote,  in  part,  as  follows  from  Mercedes, 

Texas : 

"Shipments  from  this  section  have  "been  retarded  considerably  on  account 
of  several  weeks  of  wet  weather.    It  has  now  been  clear  for  several  days  and, 
if  this  weather  keeps  up,  there  will  be  a  big  increase  in  the  vegetable  ship- 
ments from  this  district.    Total  carlot  shipments  from  the  Lower  Rio  G-rande 
Valley  up  to  and  including  January  15  were  H3S  cars,  divided  as  follows:  Beets 
and  carrots,  156  cars;  cabbage,  103;  grapefruit  and  oranges,  *47;  string  beans, 
13;  spinach,  6;  potatoes,  5;  lemons,  1;  and  mixed  cars,  107, 

"There  are  several  million  young  cabbage  plants  being  shipped  by  express 
from  the  Valley  to  Alabama.    These  people  had  planned  on  a  much  heavier  acreage 
of  cabbage,  but  were  unable  to  plant  on  account  of  the  weather,  and  it  is  the 
surplus  stock  which  they  are  shipping  out. 

^^w^li&abbage  and  beets  are  shipped  in  round  bushel  baskets,  holding  ^0  to 
48  bunches  and  weighing  45  to  50  pounds.    Generally  k  to  7  beets  or  carrots 
are  tied  in  a  bunch  and  the  tops  cut  to  6  or  8  inches.    The  baskets  are  so 
filled  that  it  is  difficult  for  an  experienced  man  to  force  the  covers  on.  Be- 
fore loading  into  cars,  the  baskets  are  put  into  a  tank  of  water  for  a  few 
minutes  to  wash  and  freshen  the  stock.    At  the  American  Fruit  Growers'plant 
here,  the  stock  is  washed  in  this  way  and  goes  into  a  pre-cooling  room  before 
loading  into  the  cars.  a 

"At  the  present  time,  cabbage  is  loaded  mostly  in  bulk,  with  — »/\ 
shaped  ventilating  spaces  in  each  end  of  car.    Some  cabbage  is  crated;  /  \ 
some  of  the  crates  at  Mercedes  hold  about  90  to  100  pounds,  and  at  Brownsville 
there  are  crates  holding  150  pounds,  it  is  claimed.    Some  crates  have  three 
slats,  while  others  have  four  slats  on  each  side. 

"Have  noted  potatoes  (Bliss  Triumph)  and  lettuce  (New  York  Special  or 
Wonderful)  packed  in  bushel  hampers.    The  lettuce  is  not  headed  well;  the  heads 
are  fairly  firm,  but  the  leaf  formation  is  loose  around  the  base  of  the  plant. 

"People  in  this  Valley  are  highly  enthusiastic  about  citrus  fruit  and 
think  it  is  going  to  surpass  California  eventually.    There  is  a  large  quantity 
of  young  stock  planted,  and  if  the  majority  of  these  trees  come  into  bearing 
the  Valley  will  attract  some  attention  in  a  few  years.    There  have  been  several 
frosts,  but  I  am  told  that  it  has  not  been  cold  enough  to  start  smudge  fires 
this  season, 

"During  the  past  week  I  have  been  traveling  about  the  country  with  our 
Crop  Estimates  man,  Mr.  Charles  Sperle.    In  this  way  I  have  covered  the  out- 
lying sections  quite  thoroughly  and  very  economically.    Am  planning  to  go  into 
the  fields  here  with  the  foremen  from  the  different  packing  establishments 
which  are  using  our  inspection  service.    The  shippers  wish  to  have  the  poor 
stock  culled  out  in  the  fields  rather  than  at  the  packing  houses.  ***  There 
is  not  much  spinach  raised  here,  most  of  it  being  grown  around  Austin." 

(Page  35) 
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2a.      ORDER  SUPPLIES  Aid)  i&UIPI^IZC  PIT  BUREAU  FORM  AE-S8-* 

All  office  supplies  and  additional  furniture  and  equipment  should  j| 
be  requested  on  Bureau  Form  AE-SS,     "Supplies  Requisition."     It  happens 
quite  frequently  that  requests  for  various  supplies  and  equipment  are  in- 
corporated in  letters.    This  necessitates  the  preparation,  in  Washington,  of 
the  formal  requisition,  which  should  have  "been  submitted  by  the  person  making 
the  request.    If  you  have  an  old  typewriter  which  you  consider  beyond  repair 
and  need  a  new  machine,  or  if  you  desire  additional  filing  equipment,  or 
blank  forms,  for  instance*  fill  out  your  order  on  the  Form  AE-SS,  to 
accompany  the  cormmni cation  in  which  you  explain  your  need,  even  though 
you  may  not  be  certain  as  to  whether  your  request  or  suggestion  may  be  adopted. 
Requests  for  other  than  the  usual  office  supplies  should  be  supported  by  ex- 
planations, as  the  Washington  office  desires  to  know  the  situation  before  it 
proceeds  to  make  the  purchase.  Men  traveling  in  the  field,  as  well  as  branch 
offices,  should  keep  a  resonable  supply  of  requisition  forms  on  hand. 

3a.  GRADES  FOR  CAI'TITERY  TOMATOES  MEETING  EITH  FAVOR. 

Chas.  7*.  Hauck  has  returned  from  Buffalo,  where  he  addressed  the 
National  Canners1  Association  on  the  subject:  "Standardization  of  Cannery 
Tomatoes."    Mr.  Hauck  rqoorts  that  the  principle  of  buying  cannery  tomatoes 
on  grade  is  meeting  with  considerable  interest  among  canners  of  tomatoes  and 
tomato  products,  and  that  several  manufacturers  have  indicated  their  inten- 
tion to  try  out  the  proposed  Federal  standards  as  a  basis  for  their  buying 
next  season.    One  large  manufacturer  in  southern  New  Jersey  has  incorporated 
the  U.S.  No.  1  grade  in  his  agreements  with  the  growers.    In  western  New  York 
the  grades  will  be  used  by  one  large  operator  on  a  portion  of  the  acreage 
under  contract  for  I92U.    Indiana  canners  have  assured  the  Bureau  that  they 
are  heartily  in  accord  with  the  efforts  being  made  to  formulate  a  fair  and 
workable  system  of  grading,  and  have  offered  their  cooperation  in  getting  such 
a  system  established  uniformly  in  that  State. 

The  tentative  grades  were  approved  and  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Tri- 
State  Packers'  Association  recently  at  their  convention  in  Philadelphia*  This 
organization  represents  the  cannery  interests  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  New 
Jersey,    These  proposed  grades  probably  will  be  established  as  legal  grades 
in  New  Jersey  by  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  State  Dept.  of  Agriculture. 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 

X"bv    QUOTING  ASKED  OR  OFFERED  PRICES. 

Practically  no  response  has  "been  observed  to  item  fb  in  the  Division 
Letter  of  January  3,  urging  that  sales  he  quoted  whenever  possible,  and  that 
the  term  "Too  few  sales  reported  to  quote"  be  included  in  the  reports  only 
as  a  last  resort.    On  some  days,  a  majority  of  the  wires  from  certain 
stations  have  stated  "Too  few  sales  reported  to  quote"  or  "No  early  sales 
•reported."    Such  a  wire  may  be  an  accurate  picture  of  the  situation  while 
the  reporter  was  on  the  market,  but  it  is  of  no  value  in  giving  assistance  to 
a  shipper  whose  produce  is  selling  on  the  market  that  day  or  to  a  railroad 
that  is  required  to  pay  a  claim  on  the  basis  of  that  day*. 8  market, 

If  sufficient  actual  sales  can  not  be  secured  so  that  the  reporter 
feels  that  a  market  has  been  established,  more  worth  will  be  attached  to  the 
report  if  one  of  two  courses  is  followed:-  If  the  market  has  been  reasonably 
active  the  preceding  afternoon,  closing  prices  can  be  obtained  and  so  <*;..« 
designated  in  the  wire*    If  the  entire  preceding  day  was  dull,  possibly  the 
best  thing  to  quote  is  the  current  morning* s  asked  or  offered  prices.  Asked 
prices  can  practically  always  be  obtained;  it  will  rarely  be  necessary  to 
secure  offered  prices., 

The  inclusion  of  asked  or  offered  prices  in  the  report  of  a  dull 
market,  when  a  record  of  actual  sales  could  not  be  obtained,  was  authorized 
in  Par.  2b  in  the  Division  Letter  of  September  15,  1921,  but  very  few  reports 
have  been  received  in  which  such  quotations  are  given.    It  is,  of  course* 
easier  on  a  dull  market  for  the  reporter  to  say  "Too  few  sales  to  establish 
market"  or  "No  early  sales  reported"  than  to  inquire  around  sufficiently  to 
get  a  reasonable  range  of  asked  prices,  and  we  do  not  insist  that  it  be  done 
in  all  cases,  but  the  reporter  should  keep  in  mind  the  needs  of  the  readers 
of  the  bulletin  and  endeavor  to  secure  some  sort  of  quotations  that  will  be 
helpful  to  them.    Our  only  object  in  requesting  this  additional  detail  is 
the  same  object  that  impels  the  publication  of  any  market  reports,-  the 
desire  to  be  of  assistance  to  as  large  a  percentage  of  those  receiving  our 
market  reports  as  possible., 

Do  not  designate  asked  or  offered  prices  in  the  reports  as  "nominal" 
prices.    "Nominal,"  indicating  that  very  few  sales  were  made  but  that  goods 
can  be  bought  at  the  prices  given,  may  be  a  term  in  good  use  on  the  market, 
but  its  exact  meaning  probably  would  not  be  clear  to  many  of  our  readers 
and  it  should  not  be  used  in  the  published  reports.. 

2b.    TABULATION  OF  ARRIVALS  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  Chicago  office  has  just  issued  a  special  sheet,  showing  in  detail 
the  arrivals  of  33  different  fruits  and  vegetables,  besides  miscellaneous 
products,  during  each  month  of  1923.    The  figures  represent  carloads  and  in- 
clude freight,  express,  and  boat  arrivals,  but  not  truck  receipts.    In  the 
Total  column,  segregation  is  made  of  freight,  express  and  boat  arrivals,  and 
the  grade  total  is  compared  with  grand  total  for  1922,    The  year  1923  shows 
an  increase  of  15,000  carloads  over  1922,  most  of  the  gain  being  in  apples, 
lettuce,  oranges  and  potatoes.    Potatoes  come  first,  with  a  total  of  23,57s 
cars;  apples  second,  with  lU,923  cars;  grapes  third,  with  9,295  cars;  oranges 
fourth,  with  7,2*18  cars,  and  lettuce  fifth",  with  5,8^3  cars.    Grand  total  of 
the  33  products  and  miscellaneous  receipts  is  101,720  cars#;  •  i 
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3b.      PRESS  RELEASES  I  IT  PHILADELPHIA... 

Contact  with  the  Associated  Press  in    Philadelphia  was  made  by  Mr. 
Biddle  a  short  while  ago,  and  he  is  now  sending  Philadelphia  market  rerorts 
on  10  to  15  leading  products  to  Atlantic    City  evening  papers  by  this  means. 
Philadelphia,  New  York  and  ITewark  market  information  on  JJew  Jersey  products  is 
sent  "fay  the  United  Press  Association  to  an  evening  paper  in  South  Jersey, 
both  of  these  releases  being  headed  by  market  comments.    Daily  complete  local 
market,  reports  are  published  in  four  of  the  city  newspapers,  -  in  morning 
editions.    Mr«  Biddle' s  office  also  prepares  weekly  comments  on  the  near-by 
produce    market  for  the  Business  Section  of  the  Thursday  Philadelphia  Ledger, 
a  news  story  on  the  wholesale  market  appearing  in  the  Friday  issue.  The 
peanut  report  is  publised  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  from  time  to  time  a 
paragraph  on  conditions  in  the  peanut  sections  is  released  through  the  Ledger. 

*+b,      QUOTATIONS  ON  FLORIDA  CELERY 1 

In  order  to  furnish  as  nearly  as  possible  the  kind  of  information 
desired  by  growers    and  shippers  of  Florida  celery,  it  is  requested  that  each 
market  reporter  give  quotations  on  stock  "in  the  rough"  as  frequently  as 
possible.    Perhaps  the  major  portion  of  the  information  now  being  received 
covers  that  kindof  stock,  but,  if  so,  it  should  be  stated.  ' 

5b.     L.IPORTJA'T  L~TTUCE  II~XR:  1VTIC"  7?.2V.  IIPIRIJJL  VALLEY  ■ 

California  standirdization  laws  require  that  lettuce  in  that  State  be 
put  up  in  "square  pack"  of  3  to  5  dozen  heads  in  a  crate.    The  point  of  this 
requirement  is  to  eliminate  the  3  V  and  U^-dozen  packs  and  thereby  prevent  the 
irregularities  which  have  occurred  in  the  past.    However,  because  the  trade 
generally  favors  a  3%-^ozen  packj  the  Horticultural  Commissioner  in  Imperial 
Valley  probably  will  not  technically  enforce  that  portion  of  the  lav;.  Every 
effort  is  being  made,  however,  to  cut  out  the  UJ-  dozen  pack,  according  to 
information  from  C.  E.  Schultz,  of  El  Centro,  under  date  of  January  15. 

At  present,  considerable  stock  is  being  wasted  because  it  7;ill  not 
pack  U-dozen,  and  the  market  on  a  5-&ozen  pack  is  too  low  to  make  it  profit- 
able to  ship  that  size.    According  to  Mr.  Schultz'  understanding  of  the  sit- 
uation, the  larger  shippers,  like  the  American  Fruit  Growers,  are  in  favor 
of  the  Horticultural  Commissioner's  stand  on  this  subject  (~to  stop  the  pack- 
ing of  U-|-dozen  crates),  while  some  of  the  smaller  operators  are  inclined  to 
think  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  ship  U^-'s  when  the  markets  readily  ab- 
sorb that  size  at  no  discount  under  3ils  or  U's. 

>7ith  respect  to  the  5-dozen  crates,  Mr.  Schultz  thinks  that  there 
will  be  material  improvement  noticeable  in  the  size  of  stock  going  into  such 
packs . 

In  any  event,  very  little  stock  is  supposed  to  be  packed  and  ship  :ed 
as  UJ-dozens  from  the  Imperial  Valley,  and  this  point  should  be  carefully 
watched  by  market  reporters,  so  that  our  quotations  may  not  be  subject  to 
question  as  to  their  accuracy. 

The  U.S.  grades  for  lettuce  are  being  used  quite  generally  this  year 
in  the  buying  and  selling  at  shipping  points  in  the  Valley,  and  Mr.  Schultz 
intends  to  quote  on  that  basis  so  long  as  sufficient  shipments  come  up  to  the 
grade  requirements. 

-Continued- 
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Opinion  is  increasing  among  the  operators  that  the  crop  will  fall 
far  short  of  original  estimates,    The  acreage  was  at  first  estimated  locally 
at  IS 5  777  acres,  compared  with  14._1J2  last  season.    Much  of  this  was  planted 
to  the  early  crop,  hut  -unfavorable  weather  conditions  permitted  the  harvest- 
ing of  scarcely  more  than  bCO  carloads  in  December,  when  around  2,000  cars 
had  "been  expected.    A  heavy  rain  the  last  of  December  caused  much  ripe  stock 
to  hurst,  become  leafy  and  send  up  seed  stalks.    For  nearly  two  weeks,  nights 
have  been  cold  and  considerable  damage  from  frost  is  becoming  more  and  more 
apparent ,    Most  of  the  frost  injury,  however,  is  only  on  the  outer  leaves, 
which  are  trimmed  before  packing.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  plantings  for 
later  harvesting  constitute  about  Sofo  of  the  total  and  are  in  good  condition, 
shipments  from  this,  acreage  possibly  will  be  up  to  normal,  and  probably  S,000 
cars  will  be  marketed  this  season,  instead  of  only  6,000  as  some  shippers 
are  predicting c 

6b .    ASPARAGUS  PROSPECTS  TIT  SOUTH . 

T.  0.  Curry,  of  the  Atlanta  office,  in  a  letter  of  January  19  advises 
that  Georgia  this  season  has  approximately  2.5OO  acres  of  asparagus  in  bear- 
ing, which  will  mean  probably  300  carloads  or  more  a    Che  asparagus  in  that 
State  is  mostly  around  Fort  Valley  and  Marshall vilie,  with  some  plantings 
in  other  counties,    The  South  Carolina  Asparagus  C-rcwers3  Association  expects 
to  handle  most  of  the  15c  cars  which  probably  .-'ill  come  from  that"State. 
Principal  shipping  points  are  Williston,  Piige  Sprang  and  Trenton0  Harvest- 
ing season  will  begin  early  in  March  and  run  until  about  the  middle  of  May 
in  both  States < 

It  is  likely  that  Mr.  Curry  will  issue  market  reports  on  this  crop 
for  the  special  benefit  of  growers  and  shippers  in  that  territory,  .\7eather, 
Crcps  and  Markets  for  March  17  (page  231)  and  April  7  (pages  316  and  324) 
last  year  contain  special  article  or  asparagus,  T/nich  will  be  of  interest 
in  this  connection. 


3.  STILLVJSLL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News  . 
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ic.   j?::s  fro:.:  elcrida. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Florida  "Joekly  Hews  Letter,  Mr.  Bier  warns 
shipping-point  inspectors  to  be  on  the  outlook  for  Stem  End  Rot  in  citrus  fruit. 
Recent  heavy  rains  throughout  the  State  have  brought  about  a  condition  favor- 
able to  the  spread  of  this  trouble.    Inspectors  are  told  to  watch  for  clipper 
cuts,  bruises,  and  stem  punctures,   through  which  injuries  Blue  Mold  gains  en- 
trance.   Ammonia ted  and  creased  fruit  will  not  carry,  and  local  inspectors  are 
reminded  that  such  fruit  belongs  in  U.S.  Ho.  3  grade. 

Inspections  of  lettuce  have  had  to  be  discontinued  at  all  uoints,  be- 
cause condition  and  quality  of  the  stock  prevent  it  from  meeting  grade  require- 
ments.   Tip  Burn  and  Slimy  Rot  have  been  prevalent  in  most  cars  inspected 
during  the  past  two  weeks . 

Present  indications  are  that  at  least  half  the  total  celery  shipments 
from  Florida. will  be  inspected  at  shipping  points.    Most  cars  already  moved 
have  graded  U.S.  Ho.  1.    About  300  carloads  were  expected  from  the  Sanford 
section  this  week,  and  about  150  from  the  Manatee  district.    Principal  defects 
that  have  thrown  cars  out  of  grade  arc  pithy  and  worm-eaten  stalks,  and  pink 
rot.    In  case  of  worm  injury,  the  inner  side  of  the  stalk  has  been  f ■arrowed 
from  a  third  to  the  entire  length  of  the  stem  or  stalk.    Some  stalks  show  the 
effect  of  blight*    An  occasional  car,  especially  at  times  of  rainy  weather, 
has  shown  a  slimy  condition  on  some  branches. 

Principal  defects  in  tomatoes  now  being  loaded  on  the  East  Coast  cf 
Florida  are  puffiness,  catfaces,  immaturity  and  mechanical  injuries.  Mr. 
Stephens,  at  Homestead,  also  reuorts  some  tomatoes  showing  nailhead  spot  or 
early  blight  and  blossom-end  rot.    Heavy  rains  during  the  second  week  of 
January  did  considerable  damage.    On  the  l?th,  Mr.  Stephens  reported  S  cars  of 
tomatoes  out  that  day,  and  he  expected  that"the  work  would  increase  until 
a  total  of  25  to  30  cars  per  day  is  reached. 

Mr.  Hooper,  at  Fort  ivvers,  reports  n co-opts  in  that  territory  still  in 
poor  shape.    Many  carloads  are  off-grade,  partly  as  a  result  of  rainy  vxcather. 
He  advises  that  many  of  the  peppers  are  brittle  and  thin- fleshed* 

2c.    A  CAUTION: 

At  this  season  of  the  year  it  is  frequently  necessary  for  Inspectors 
to  work  under  unfavorable  light  conditions.    This  is  particularly  true  of  work 
done  in  cars  and  frequently  true  in  storages.    Under  a  dim  or  an  unnatural 
light,  conditions  frequently  appear  quite  different  than  under  good  natural 
light.    A  number  of  mistakes  have  been  made  recently  in  identification  of 
scald,  uartly  at  least  because  of  poor  lighting  conditions. 

It  is  just  as  important  for  an  Inspector  to  be  a  competent  judge  of 
what  constitutes  proper"  light  as  it  is  for  him  to  be  able  to  identify  properly 
plant  diseases.    To  fail  in  the  first  may  mean    error  in  the  second.    If  the 
Inspector  finds  that  lighting  facilities  are  inadequate  at  the    place  in  which 
he  is  compelled  to  work,  he  should  take  questionable  specimens  to  natural  light 
in  order  to  avoid  errors.    This  applies  not  only  to  such  matters  as  scald  and 
other  diseases,  the  characteristics  of  which  may  be  uncertain  in  poor  light, 
but  also  to  the  color  of  apples,  oranges  and  other  products.    A  lot  of  apples 
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which  seems  to  "be  on  the  "border-line  of  color  on  a  dark  day  or  in  unnatural 
light  may  be  found  to  be  clearly  in  grade  when  examined  in  good  natural  light. 
Inspectors  are  particularly  cautioned  against  deciding  such  matters  when  the 
■flashlight  is  the  only  available  source  of  light. 

Inspectors  are  also  cautioned  against  making  decisions  in  questionable 
cases  without  sending  specimens  to  the  Supervising  Inspector  of  their  district 
or  to  Washington*    A  number  of  inspection  certificates  have  been  reversed  in 
the  las"6  two  weeks  because  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Inspector  to  realize 
the  unfavorable  lighting  conditions  under  which  he  worked  and  because  of  his 
failure  to  submit  questionable  specimens  to  the  office  of  the  Supervisor.  To 
request  information  in  doubtful  cases  never  reflects  upon  the  ability  of  the 
Inspector.    To  make  a  mistake  when  correct  information  could  have  been  oVtain- 
ed  raises  a  question  in  the  minds  of  his  suoeriors  both  as  to  his  ability  and 
his  attitude  toward  the  service. 

Send  more  samples  of  questionable  stock  to  your  Supervisor  or  to 
TJashington.    Ask  questions,  whenever  in  doubt,"  Be  sure  that  there  has  been 
no  possibility  of  error  in  your  determinations.    Remember  that  you  are  as 
much  under  oath  as  a  witness  who  is  testifying  in  court. 


?.  a.  HOBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 
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OFFICE  HOTHS: 

Leaving  Washington  this  Friday,  F*  M,  Fatton  expects  to  make  an  ex- 
tensive trip  to  the  South  and  Southwest,  to  complete  arrangements  for  the 
consolidation  of  telegraphic  reports  of  shipments  and  to  develop  a  new  system 
of  passings  reports  for  field  stations  of  the  Market  News  Service*    His  itin- 
erary includes  the  following  points ;  Petersburg,  Va, ;  Savannah,  Ga, ;  Jackson- 
ville, Sanford  and  Orlando,  Fla. ;  New  Orleans,  La*;  Palestine,  Houston,  Dallas, 
Fort  Worth  and  Austin,  Texas;  and  Memphis,  Term* 

CORHZCTTON:  John  D,  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office,  has  called  attention 
to  two  omissions  in  production  tables  published  in  the  December  29  issue  of 
Weather,  Crops  and  Markets.  On  page  630,  production  of  lettuce  is  given  in 
"Crates  or  Hampers."  It  is  intended  to  read  "1,000  Crates  or  Hampers."  In 
a  similar  manner,  the  production  of  onions,  on  page  681,  is  given  in  "Bushels,1' 
It  should  he  "1.000  Bushels,"  The  omission  of  the  three  zeros  is  apparent, 
when  you  multiply  acres  "by  yield  per  acre. 

A>  S,  Walp  has  been  assisting  with  inspections  in  New  York  City,  in 
the  course  of  his  Vocational  Education  training  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Veterans1  Bureau. 

Crops  and  Markets  for  January  19  is  an  exceptionally  big  issue,  in- 
cluding the  monthly  Supplement.     Its  issuance  has  been  delayed  through  the 
large  amount  of  material  to  be  published.    Release  cannot  be  effected  until 
Friday  or  Saturday  of  this  week.    This  will  explain  why  you  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived your  copy.    It  will  be  well  worth  your  careful  reading,  when  received, 
as  it  contains" much  valuable  material,  including  the  annual  review  of  the 
fruit  and  vegetable  markets,  etc,,  etc. 

All  of  the  principal  celery  shippers  in  the  Sanford  section,  except 
the  Florida  Vegetable  Corporation  (which  controls  possibly  50^  of  the  ton- 
nage), have  agreed  to  cooperate  in  financing  our  field  station  at  that 
point  to  the  extent  of  about  &300f  provided  the  market  reports  on  celery  are 
continued  until  at  least  April  10. 


ested  pi 


R,  C.  Butner  has  visited  peanut -shelling  companies  and  other  inter- 
.  -cersons  in  the  vicinity  of  Atlanta,  Ga,,  and  has  now  gone  into  Texas 
on  this  investigational  trip.    He  was  at  New  Orleans  last  Saturday;  at  Houston 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday;  and  San  Antonio  yesterday  and  today;  and  will  be  at 
Fort  Worth  on  Friday"  and  Saturday;  Memphis  on  Monday;  St.  Louis  on  Tuesday, 
returning  to  Chicago  by  January  30.     In  addition  to  looking  into  the  use  of 
peanut  grades,  Mr,  Eutner  is  visiting  the  inspection  offices  at  points  where 
our  men  are  located. 

H.  T.  Longino,  of  the  Houston  office,  went  to  New  Orleans  on  Wed- 
nesday to  help  with  the  rus%  of  inspection  work  the  remainder  of  the  ^eez* 

F.  J.  Baehler,  of  the  Chicago  office,  who  was  at  Duluth  last  ?Ti^ 
to  reinspect  seme  apples,  reports  that  the  temperature  at  that  time  was 
below  zero. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: (Continued) 

James  A.  Marks,  in  charge  of  the  shipping-point  inspection  of  pota- 
toes at  Avoca,  N.Y.,  was  in  New  York  City  on  Wednesday  in  connection  with 
this  work. 

Older  employees  of  this  Division  will  remember  Manley  Stockton, 
formerly  connected  with  the  Grades  and  Standards  project.    For  quite  a 
while  after  leaving  the  Bureau,  Mr,  Stockton  was  associated  with  apple  in- 
terests around  Biglerville,  Adams  County,  Pa.    At  present,  he  is  working 
in  the  crop  insurance  division  of  the  Hartford  Insurance  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  Florida,  and  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  a  short  time 
today,  en  route  to  Philadelphia - 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  advises  that,  until  further  notice,  he  can  be 
reached  in  care  of  Robert  Bier,  Angebilt  Hotel,  Orlando,  Fla. 

V.  V.  Westgate,  of  the  Omaha  office,  has  been  authorized  to  attend 
the  Wyoming  State  Potato  Show  and  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Pine  Bluffs  from 
January  3..I  to  February  2.    He  will  discuss  the  grading  of  potatoes  and  the  in- 
spection work  of  this  Bureau.    Mr.  Westgate  also  will  confer  with  local  in- 
spectors in  the  western  part  of  Nebraska  on  this  trip. 

Gilbert  B.  Woodd  has  recently  been  appointed  as  mimeograph  operator 
in  the  San  Francisco  office  of  the  Market  News  Service. 

T.C.J.  Baker  and  Mrs.  D.P.  Dinsmore,  two  of  the  Washington  force  who 
met  with  automobile  accidents  a  few  weeks  ago,  have  both  returned  to  duty, 
Frank  A.  Clark,  whose  leg  was  broken  in  a  similar  accident  before  Christmas, 
is  still  in  the  Emergency  Hospital, 

No  list  of  field  stations  is  published  in  this  Division  Letter,  because 
the  list  as  printed  last  week  is  unchanged. 

IMPORTANT  CHANGES:  A  serious  oversight  occurred  in  the  revision  of  the 
Inspectors1  Address  List,  distributed  during  the  past  week.    We  failed  to 
correct  Mr,  Hackleman's  residence  address,  under  New  York  City.    Please  change 
your  copy  so  that  it  reads  as  follows:  69  -  28th  St.,  Jackson  Heights,  N.Y.; 
phone  Havenneyer  3000*  Ex.  117 •    Do  this  now,  before  you  forget  it* 

Minor  changes  (one  received  since  the  new  list  was  published)  are  as 
follows:     The  letter  on  Mr.  Cauble's  phone  number  in  Denver  should  be  "R"  in- 
stead of  "W" ,  making  it  read:  South  70G5-R,    The  office  phone  number  for 
Mr.  Larson,  at  Los    Angeles,  should  be  changed  from  651U0  to  SS5-lU0.  Under 
Houston,  Texas,  Mr,  Longino's  middle  initial  should  be  "T"  instead  of  "F." 
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la.    PACIFIC  NORTHWEST  APPLE  MEETING. 

According  to  recent  advices  from  George  E,  Prince,  of  the  Spokane  office, 
he  attended  most  of  the  meetings  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Congress  on  apple 
marketing,  instituted  by  the  Washington  State  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Yakima  Commercial  Club,    This  gathering  was  held  at  Yakima, 
January  15  -  17,  and  its  general  object  was  to  find  some  plan  for  the  better 
marketing  of  the  northwestern  apple  crop. 

The  meeting  was  largely  attended  by  growers,  bankers,  shippers  and  other 
persons  interested  in  the  marketing  of  apples,  some  500  being  present,    It  seen1 
to  have  been  chiefly  a  meeting  of  committees,  they  reporting  to  the  general 
assembly  at  specified  times.    Principal  speakers  were  Fred  Wt  Read,  formerly  of 
our  F,  &  V,  Division  and  now  Manager  of  the  Standardization  Department, 
California  Fruit  Exchange,  who  outlined  the  successful  program  followed  by  his 
organization  in  the  marketing  of  deciduous  fruits  of  California,  and  I, D, Hunt, 
Vice  President  of  the  Ladd  and  Tilton  Bank,  Portland,  Oregon,  who  talked  on  the 
need  of  a  better  marketing  program  and  the  deplorable  conditions  now  existing 
in  the  Northwest, 

Several  plans  were  offered  at  the  meeting,  which  ended  by  having  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Coffman,  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  look  into  these  different 
plans  and  recommend  something  definite  at  a  later  date. 

Under  date  cf  January  22,  D,  0.  Lively,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Fruit 
Congress,  sent  out  the  following  circular  letter  to  all  interested  persons 

"You  will ^remember  that  at  the  Fruit  Congress  at  Yakima,  President 
Coffman  was  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  5  growers  to  consider  plans 
looking  toward  organization.    You  will  also  call  to  mind  his  declaration  that 
there  would  be  nothing  done  that  could  be  construed  as  tearing  down  any  part  0/ 
the  edifice  that  has  been  built  up  by  initiative  and  out  of  the  needs  of  the 
industry, 

"In  addition  to  hearing  the  principal  speakers,  these  things  were  done: 

1.  A  federation  of  apple  cooperatives  of  Washington  and  Oregon, 

2,  A  survey  on  apple  storage.    The  State  Chamber  has  this  under  way, 

3»    A  survey  was  requested  of  the  apple  by-products  situation.    The  State 

Chamber  has  this  under  way, 
k.    The  comprehensive  and  tolerant  report  of  the  Transportation  Committee, 

which  has  been  referred  to  the  railroads  and  to  the  members  of  Congress 

from  this  state. 

5.  The  Committee  on  National  Advertising  advocated  a  campaign, based  on  a 
general  trade  name  truly  representative  of  Northwestern  apples, 

6.  Exporting  apples  will  be  done  in  an  orderly  manner,  if  the  plan  of  the 
Exportation  Committee  is  put  into  effect, 

7.  The  banks  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  represented  at  Yakima  volunteered  to 
advance  funds  to  be  used  in  the  preliminary  work  of  organization,  look- 
ing to  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Yakima  meeting," 

(Page  U5) 
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2a ,     FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  i.-^LEIAL  IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS." 

In  the  future,  no  reference  will  be  made  on  this  page  to  the  regular 
weekly  material  in  "Crops  and  fcfe.rkets,"  such  as  the  front-page  summary  of 
markets  or  the  three  weekly  tables  accompanying  the  review.    Attention  will 
be  called  only  to  special  articles,  so  that  due  credit  may  be  given  authors, 
Special  material  in  recent  issues  is  as  follows: 

Paper  for  January  19.  1924. 

Page. 

37  -  Special  paragraph  on  cabbage  in  weekly  review, 
33  -  Nebraska  Seed  Potatoes,  -  by  J,  D,  Snow, 
39  -  Carrots  in  Good  Demand,  -  by  C,  L,  Brown* 

Inspection  Service  at  Vallejo,  Calif,,  -  by  S,  H,  Fountain* 

Strawberries  in  Florida  (filler). 

Spinach  plantings  in  \7ebb  and  Travis  Counties,  Texas  (filler;, 
Ul  -  Early  Tomato  Prospects  in  Florida  (filler), 
.  '45  -  Cabbage  acreage  in  Florida  (filler), 
48  -  Peanut  situation  in  Japan, 

SUPPLEMENT  for  January  19.  1924. 
In  addition  to  articles  indexed  on  front  page,  note  the  following: 
5  -  Spinach  acreage  in  Texas  (filler), 

32  -  Detroit  an  Important  Market,  -  by  G.  C.  Bayley, 

33  -  Colorado  Potatoes  Advance  Sharply,  -  by  J,  D,  Snow» 

3U,  35,  36  -  Annual  Review  and  Price  and  Shipment  Table  for  1923; 

this  is  an  especially  valuable  article  and  table  for  reference 
purposes,  showing  the  trend  of  the  markets  during  1923. 
California  Orange  Crop  Reduced,  by  Freeze  (filler). 

Paper  for  January  26.  1924. 
Special  paragraph  on  onions  in  weekly  review, 
1923  business  of  cooperative  associations  (filler), 
Idaho  Farmers  Diversifying  Crops,  -  by  A.  E.  Prugh, 
Potato .Situation  in  Maine,  -  by  H,  S. Stiles, 
Shipping-point  inspection  service  in  Texas  (filler). 
Less  Seed  Potatoes  Certified  in  Oregon  (filler). 
South  African  Peaches  Popular  in  London. 
New  Zealand  Apples  for  South  America, 

OFFICE  NOTES;   (Continued  from  Page  54) 

R.  H.  Lamb  has  been  transferred  from  Plant  City  to  Palmetto,  Fla.f  to 
assist  with  inspections  in  that  district.    S.  77.  Russell  has  taken  Mr.  Lamb's 
place  at  Plant  City. 

At  the  Manatee  County. Fair,  to  be  held  at  Bradentown,  Fla.,  February 
11-16,  0.  G.  Strauus  and  A.  E .  Mercker  have  been  invited  to  act  as  judges  of 
the  fruit  and  vegetable  exhibits, 
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Miss  Marie  Dolan,  formerly  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  has  been  employed  as  typist 
in  the  Orlando  office.    Most  of  her  time  will  be  given  to  assisting  Mr.  Evers 
with  market  news  reports. 
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1  .    "i^PKET  NEWS  SERVICE  | 

lb,    RADIO  iviARKI!!  NEWS  IN  SOUTH  TEXAS. 

Effective  M0nday,  January  21,  the  Austin  office  began  sending  radio 
telegraphic  reports  on  spinach  to  station  Vbh    the  Army  station  at  Fort 
Mcintosh,  Laredo,  for  distribution  to  growers  and  shippers  in  that  vicinity. 
Cooperation  of  the  War  Deptt  in  this  work  is  a  new  departure,  and  vail  great- 
ly facilitate  the  dissemination  of  market  news  in  Texas •    Permission  to  use 
this  Army  radio  station  was  secured  partly  through  the  efforts  of  Bureau  and 
Division  representatives  in  Washington,    The  spinach  reports  are  now  being 
sent  daily  to  station  WUH  and  to  station  WFO,  the  latter  at  Houston*  from 
WCMt  the  broadcasting  station  at  Austin*    If  you  will  study  a  map  of  Texas, 
you  will  observe  that  Houston  is  about  I5Q  miles  almost  due  east  of  Austin 
and  Laredo  is  about  225  miles  southwest  of  Austin, 

In  a  recent  letter  from  J,  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Austin  office,  he 
says)  "We  are  very  much  delighted  here  with  the  successful  termination  of 
negotiations  with  the  War  Dept«  for  use  of  Port  Mcintosh,  Laredo,  for  the 
handling  of  spinach  market  news*    We  go  across  regularly  now  at  S'l^  each 
morning  and  at  2  o'clock  each  afternoon,  and  have  never  missed  a  day,  work- 
ing both  WUH  at  Laredo  and  WFO  at  Houston,  the  latter  re-broadcasting  the 
information  and  delivering  it  to  the  local  papers  which  print  it  regularly. 
These  papers  are  especially  equipped  to  render  service  to  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley«    I  feel  that  the  securing  of  permission  from  the  War  Dept. 
for  the  use  of  WUH  is  one  of  the  biggest  steps  in  the  advancement  of  our 
market  news  program  that  cculd  be  conceived,  *** 

"Was  also  successful  in  working  a  nice  little  deal  with  the  mail  ser- 
vice of  the  Associated  Press,  whereby  they  furnish  weekly  15O  sheets  of  paper 
whereon  to  print  the  weekly  summary,  with  the  usual  page  of  brief  market 
stories t  which  they  will  mail  out  to  the  75  nev/spapers  on  their  regular  list 
at  their  own  expense*    That  will  give  me  the  opportunity  of  covering  nearly 
100  newspapers  weekly  on  this  summary  without  expense  to  this  office  1" 

Information  from  Te  We  McBride,  Stat    Marketing  Agent,  emphasizes  these 
additional  points  in  the  Texas  news  service:,  "Eight  newspapers  of  the  State, 
whose  circulation  completely  covers  producing  sections  and  the  brokerage 
trade  of  the  larger  cities  of  Texas,  print  a  telegraphic  summary  of  the 
spinach  market  daily.    Five  radio  stations,  one  each  at  Dallas,  Fort  Worth, 
Houston,  San  Antonio  and  Austin,  broadcast  this  information  by  voice,  and 
around  15O  copies  are  mailed  daily.  ***    F*ofb,  information  from  Laredo  has 
been  available  daily  to  your  market  offices r-  both  from  Austin  and  Laredo, 
the  latter  point  furnishing  the  copy  by  radio  to  the  University  Station 
through  a  local  amateur's  cooperation,  ***  I  understand,  also,  that  very 
extensive  plans  have  been  laid  for  the  development  of  the  receiving  and 
disseminating  work  at  San  Benito,  Harlingen  and  other  Valley  points,  when 
cabbage  shall  b  e  started  around  February  first*" 

BE  SURE  TO  ADVISE  WASHINGTON,  IF  YOU  DO  1C0T  RECEIVE  YOUR  DIVISION  LETTER 

REGULARLY. 


Division  letter.  January  31,  1924. 


2b.     SPIJACII  SITUATION!  IH  SOUTH  TEXAS . 

A  letter  of  January  26,  from  Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  Austin  office,  de- 
scribes the  spinach  situation  around  Austin  and  explains  quotations  received 
from  the  "upper  counties,"  especially  quotations  at  Asherton:- 

"The  recent  low  temperature  of  if  degrees  and  the  strong  north  "rind  of 
last  Sunday  apparently  did  considerably  less  damage  to  spinach  here  than  was 
at  first  believed,  for  the  warm  rain  and  cloudy  skies  immediately  following 
seem  to  have  very  generally  put  life  back  into  the  leaves  and  they  are  begin- 
ning to  show  a  very  healthy  color  under  our  present  bright  sky.    The  spinach 
does  not  look  healthy  after  it  has  run  through  the  Hashing  vat,  however,  and 
I  doubt  seriously  if  carrying  quality  is  ail  that  could  be  desired.    The  freeze 
of  January  7th  is  very  apparent  in  the  stock  going  forward  and  some  of  the 
fields,  especiallj-  those  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  Which  are  mostly  of 
the  Blocmsdale  or  Savoy  variety,  are  a  terrible  mess  of  dead  leaves  with  a  small 
green,  untouched  bud.    Under  normal  conditions  the  cutting  of  such  spinach  would 
not  be  thought  of,  as  the  expense  of  stripping  would  be  excessive  and  it  would 
be  necessary  to  cut  over  too  large  an  area  to  the  car;  but,  with  prices  like 
trey  are,  this  is  to  be  attempted  and  if  markets  maintain  their  present  level 
you  may  expect  an  average  for  the  coming  week  of  about  a  car  a  day,  with  possi- 
bly two  cars  Monday  and  two  Tuesday.    After  that  movement  very  little  may  be 
anticipated  prior  to  the  10th  of  February,  when  the  February  plantings  will  be 
available,  and,  if  the  deal  weathers  the  usual  freeze  of  the  first  few  days  of 
that  month,  some  very  good  quality  stock  may  be  expected  in  steadily  increasing 
volume.    The  lateness  of  the  freeze  will  have  an  influence  in  running  the  deal, 
late  this  year,  for  there  will  probably  be  considerable  replanting,  and  there 
is  a  very  appreciable  acreage  at  present  just  pushing  wo  through  the  ground 
that  will  not  be  available  before  April.     It  is  altogether  possible  that  the 
first  of  May  will  see  spinach  rolling  from  Austin,  unless  an  early  spring 
favors  home  gradens  in  the  North.    Local  operators  believe  the  freeze  is  "clay- 
ing into  their  hands  in  that  the  tremendous  demand  throughout  South  Texas  is 
cutting  tonnage  very  short  because  of  cutting  such  small  and  half-grown  spinach, 
and# unless  there  are  late  plantings  there  (which  is  not  probable),   that  section 
will  be  out  of  the  deal  about  the  time  Austin  gets  heaviest. 

"Regarding  the  Asherton  ouotations,  you  rail  notice  a  'wagon-loads  of 
bushels  delivered  icing  platforms'  term,  which  doubtless  is  a  new  phrase,  that 
might  be  worth  coding.     The  term  is  perhaps  more  applicable  to  unpen  county 
loading  points  than  any  other  section  of  the  State,  for  their  method  of  hand- 
ling spinach  is  so  much  less  comolicated  than  elsewhere  that  they  can  dispose 
of  less- than- carload  lots  very  easily.     It  is  usually  on  a  semi-contract  basis, 
however,    when  they  cut  spinach  in  the  upper  counties,  strip  the  dead  leaves 
off,  and  place  in  the  basket,  the  entire  packing  operation  is  complete  except 
for  the  icing,  which  is  performed  at  the  car  door  by  the  simple  process  of  lift- 
ing up  half  the  bushel  basket  of  spinach,  dumping  in  a  scoopful  of  ice  and  re- 
turning the  spinach  to  place,  and  topoing.    The  item  of  crushed  ice  for  the 
baskets  and  block  ice  for  the  bunkers  is  not  an  expense  of  the  grower  selling 
on  this  basis,  as  it  is  in  the  case  of  'carloads  f  .o.b.  cash  track  to  growers1 
or  'carloads  f.o.b.  on  wire  orders  and  usual  terms.'    Consequently,  the  pr:;s-:\ 
price  of  &Q-O0<fi  which  was  contracted  for  several  days  ago  for  this  week's  de- 
livery, I  understand,  is  an  unusually  good  cash-to-grower  quotation.    I  i'  .■.  ~  ' 
this  might  be  of  interest  to  you  in  the  event  the  terms  I  emoloyed  were  not 
quite  so  clear  as  might  be  desired." 


Division  Letter,  January  31,  192*4. 


3b.    MARKET  REPORTS  ^ROVE  OF  7AIAG. 

In  reply  tc  a  recent  inquiry,  the  Rochester  -of f ice  ha. 3  been  advised 
by  a  prominent  potato  grower  in  Hew  York  State  that  the  market  reports  are 
proving  of  real  value.    Part  of  the  letter  is  quoted  below: 

"Have  shipped  four  cars  of  potatoes  to  Scranton,  Pa.    By  carefully 
watching  the  daily  market  reports,  particularly  those  of  trices  and 
market  conditions  in  shipping  sections,  and  by  occasionally  getting 
the  same  from  Karri sburg  or  other  radio  stations,  I  have  sold  the 
four  cars  at  a  net  average  of  S£%<£  per  bushel,  in  bulk,  track  here. 
I  have  succeeded  in  catching  a  rising  market  with  each  car,  and  have 
missed  each  of  the  declines  "between. w 

4b.    VJIDE  DEi.AIT  FOR  MARKET  REPORTS  FOR  CLAIM  ADJUSTMENTS . 

During  1923,  about  1,200  requests  for  copies  of  mimeographed  market 
reports  were  received  by  the  Washington  office. 

90$  of  this  number  were  for  claim  adjustments. 

42  railroads  in  28  States,  from  California  to  Massachusetts,  requested 
prices • 

9,580  bulletins  were  mailed  in  response. 

15S  replies  for  prices  were  taken  from"  mail  reports  and  newspapers. 
Information  was  sent  on  28  commodities. 
241  separate  certifications  were  mailed. 

$278,000  was  involved  in  140  claims  for  which  certifications  of  reports 
were  made. 

Approximately  100  requests  for  certification  did  not  state  amount 
involved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Philadelphia  received  113  certifications  for 
claims  totaling  $78,000. 

5b,    RADIO  BROADCASTS  FROM  ROCHESTER. 

A  recent  letter  from  C.  L.  Brown,  of  the  Rochester  office,  tells  of 

the  extent  of  radio  and  newspaper  work  in  that  section:- 

"We  have  just  been  circularizing  our  mailing  list  and  on 
the  forms  which  were  sent  out  we  asked  subscribers  to  state  whether 
they  heard  our  radio  reports  or  read  our  newspaper  reports.  The 
result  has  been  rather  surprising.    Evidently  about  one  farmer  and 
shipper  in  every  four  has  a  radio  set  and  copies  part  of  our  program 
from  WHAM.    Apparently  everyone  in  Rochester  territory  sees  our 
newspaper  reports  and  reads  them  occasionally." 

6b.    CROP  REPORT  FOR  TEXAS. 

With  this  Division  Letter,  all  Market  News  men  will  receive  a  copy 
of  the  mimeographed  release,  dated  January  26,  covering  the  truck  crop  situ- 
ation in  Texas.    The  offices  of  the  Hews   'Service  have  been  added  to  Crop 
Estimates'  mailing  list  to  receive  these  reports  regularly.    The  periodical 
mimeographed  releases  are  all  the  more  important  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
crop  news  in  "Crops  and  Markets"  will  be  published  only  in  the  Monthly 
Supplements • 

E.  W.  STILL'TELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  ITews. 


TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y, 
39  Federal  Bldg. 


PEES QUE  ISLE,  ME* 
Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

k2k  Federal  Bldg. 

WAUPACA,  WIS,** 
ll6  E.  Union  St. 

GRAND  FORKS ,  N.  DAK. 
206  Federal  Bldg. 

IDiiHO  FALLS,  IDA, 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
his  Federal  Bldg.. 


EL  CENTRO ,  CALIF. 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

SANFORB,  FLA. 
Court  House 

ORLANDO ,  FLA.** 
Angebilt  Hotel 


Mail 
List' 
No. 


In  Charge 


837 


C.  L,  Brown 


Sh2 


shj 


tyh 


8U3 


8U5 


S95 


H,  S.  Stiles 


G,  E,  Prince 


iff,  H,  Mosier 


J«  W.  Park 


A.  E,  Prugh 


R.  H.  Shoemaker 


Reports 


933  C.  E.  Schultz 


910 


920 


'«  H.  Scruggs 


J,  D.  Evers 


Pears* 

Peaches* 

Apples 

Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery* 

Potatoes# 


Apples^ 


Potatoes 


Potatoes^ 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 

Apples* 

Onionc#* 

Lettuce 


Celery 


Citrus 
fruit 


First     ;  j. Probably 
Bulletins!  ""ill  C'„.  J 


Sept,  7 
Sept*  7 
Sept  *  10 
Sept.  10 
Sept,  28 
Sept.  28 
Oct.  15 

Sept.  12 


Sept.  17 


Sept,  17 


Sept.  25 


Oct.  19 
Oct,  19 
Oct.  19 

Jan,  8 


Jan.  lh 


Jan,  16 


Nov,  j>* 
Oct.  13* 
Apr,  1 
Apr,  1 
Feb,  15 
Mar,  1 
Jan.  12* 

Apr.  1 


Mar,  1 


Apr.  30 


Sept.  19      Feb*  15 


^pr,  30 


Apr.  30 
Nov,  15* 
Jan,  30* 

Apr,  1 


Apr,  10 


Apr.  1 


*  Reports  discontinued, 
**State  Dept,  cooperating. 

#  Tri-weekly, 


Temporary  Assignments  1 
R,  M.  Peterson) 
G,  A.  DeHaven  ) 

J.  D.  Evers      )  to  Florida  for 
R,  H.  Lamb        )  inspection  work, 
S,  W,  Russell  ) 

W,  J,  Bertush  to  New  York  City  inspection 

work. 
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1     IITSPLCTIQN  S-iPVICE  j 

lc,    FLORIDA  CELERY  INSPZCTICNS. 

The  following  instructions  "by  Mr,  Bier  to  the  shipping -point  inspectors 
in. Florida  are  of  importance  to  receiving-point  inspectors,  as  well. 
These  paragraphs  are  copied  from  the  Florida  News  Letter; 

Celery  is  one  of  our  heaviest  inspection  crops  now,  and  men  who  are 
doing  this  work  should  realize  that  the  success  of  the  service  is  dependent 
upon  the  way  they  handle  their  work.    Parties  interested  in  the  inspection  not 
only  want  to  know  the  grade  but  they  are  equally  anxious  to  know  about  (1) 
Greenness  of  tops,  (2)  Crispness,  (3)  Blanching,  (U)  Green  Hearts,  (5)  Heart 
Formation,  and,  (6)  Length  of  Stalks, 

(1)  Tops  green  should  always  be  stated,  if  so  found, 

(2)  Stalks  should  be  reported  crisp,  provided  practically  no  pithy  ones 
are  noted,     If  pithiness  is  reported,  a  lot  should  be  reported  generally  crisp 
or  mostly  crisp,    A  statement,  such  as  stalks  crisp,  followed  by  l$f>  pithy,  is 
manifestly  untrue.    The  tern  tender  in  connection  with  the  quality  statement 
seems  to  give  no  additional  information  and  it  is  suggested  that  it  not  be  used, 

(3)  A  statement  of  blanching  is  one  of  the  most  important  on  the  celery 
certificate  and  should  be  made  with  care.    Blanching  should  be  reported  for  the 
lot  as  a  whole  by  using  the  term  "well  blanched,"  "fairly  well  blanched,"  or 
"poorly  blanched,"    In  case  of  a  very  good  lot,  the  term  "exceptionally  well 
blanched"  may  be  used*    If  a  load  consists  of  distinct  lots  showing  different 
blanching,  it  may  be  reported  by  using  the  range,  such  as  "in  most  crates, 
.stock  well  blanched;  in  a  few,  poorly  blanched," 

(U)  In  connection  with  the  statement  of  blanching,  a  definite  percentage 
of  stalks  having  green  hearts  should  be  shown,  provided  an  appreciable  amount 
is  present, 

(5)  Heart  formation  should  be  reported  for  the  lot  as  a  whole,  using 
the  terms  "good,"  "fairly  good,"  or  "poor  heart  formation."    The  statement  is 
of  especial  interest  to  all  parties,  when  the  stock  is  of  French  Strain, 

(6)  Length  of  stalk  should  be  reported  in  inches,  such  as,  "length  of 
stalks  20  to  30,  mostly  22-26  inches,"    Special  care  should  be  taken  in  report- 
ing the  length,  when  stalks  are  so  short  that  "plating"  or  "shingling"  is 
practiced.    This  statement  should  be  handled  under  the  "size"  heading  on  the 
certificate. 

2c .     TOflATQ  SITUATION  Q&  FLORIPA  EAST  COAST, 

Damage  to  tomatoes  in  the  Homestead  section  of  Florida  is  described  in 
a  letter  of  January  23  from  W,  V.  Stephens,  located  at  that  point: 

"I  was  out  in  the  country  a  while  this  morning  and  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  rain  has  caused  more  damage  than  most  shippers  thought.  The 
plants  in  the  low  spots  have  a  yellowish  appearance  and  those  plants  on  the 
higher  ground  are  not  growing.    This  marl  is  just  like  a  sponge;  it  soaks  up 
the  water  and  holds  it.    Most  of  the  farmers  are  putting  on  fertilizer  now  and 
that  may  start  the  plants  to  growing;  if  it  doesn't     there  will  be  a  great 
many  tomatoes  too  small  to  pack,     I  don't  think  the  tomatoes  in  the  new  pick- 
ings will  be  as  well  filled  out  as  they  were.    One  advantage  the  crop  has  had 
is  more  or  less  cloudy  weather  since  the  rain  and  there  is  very  little  sunburn » 
It  looks  to  me  as  though  the  reduction  in  tonnage  will  be  brought  about  more 
by  lack  of  size  than  by  loss  in  acreage," 
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3c.     VOLUME  OF  INSPECTIONS  IN  FLORID^,  UP  TO  JAN.  15, 


A  recent  report  issued  "by  Robert  Bier,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in 
charge  of  the  cooperative  shipping -point  service  in  Florida,  shows  that  1,1+28 
cars  7?ere  inspected  from  November  12,  1923,  to  January  lfj,    Of  that  total,  8H5 
inspections  were  made  prior  to  January  1  and  583  since  that  date. 


Section 
&  Period 


A.UBURN 

DALE : 

Up  to 

1/1 

Since 

VI 

CLEARWATER: 

Up  to 

1/1 

Since 

Vl 

FORT  M 

nRS: 

Cab- 

Cel- 

Cit- 

Cucum- 

Grape- 

Let- 

Mxd, 

Or- 

Pep- 

bage 

ery 

rus 

bers 

fruit 

tuce 

Vegs . 

anges 

pers 

Ro-  ! Tanker - 


ines 


Up  to  1/1 
Since  1/1 

GARFIELD: 
Up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 

HOMESTEAD; 
Up  to  1/1 
Since  1/1 

LAKELAND; 
Up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 

ORLANDO : 
Up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 

P-^l:-etto  : 

Up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 

PLANT  CITY: 
up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 

SANFORD: 
Up  to  1/1 
Since  l/l 


17 

25 

m 

7 

21 

12 

7 

15 

1+2 

u 

s 

Us 

u 

u 

1 

7 

18 

3 

22 

U 

15 

11+ 

2 

2 

11+ 

11+ 

2 

10 

6 

1 

1+ 

21+ 

57 

1 

u 

IS 

8 

3 

33 

10 

6 

15 

148 

33 

23 

Us 

k  1 

3 

6U 

15 

82 

31 

2 ;  2 

k 

20 

61+ 


328 

5. 


U 
1 


Toma. 
toes 


TOT-L: 


1^ 


1^  7U 


2Q2      1+So  7' 


3£ 


10 


Relative  Rank  of  Sections: 


Sanford   U02 

Palmetto.   336 

Clearwater   I72 

Orlando,   166 


Fort  Myers   87 

Garfield   30 

Plant  City.   2U 

Lakeland   19 

Homestead, ........  9 


Auburndale   133 

He,    SPECIAL  MATERIAL  SENT  INSPECTORS: 

Tentative  U.  S,  Grades  for  Watermelons,  and  a  circular  letter  asking  for  construc- 
tive criticisms. 

Memorandum  No.  57 ♦  regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  Tentative  U.  S,  Grades  for 

Florida  Citrus  Fruits, 
Special  crop  reports  on  truck  crops  in  Florida,  South  Carolina  and  Texas,  dated 

Jan,  18,  and  a  report  on  Texas  crops,  dated  Jan,  26 » 

F,  G.  ROBE,  Specialist  in  Inspection, 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

R,  C.  Butner ,  Regional  Supervisor  with  headquarters  in  Chicago,  will 
come  to  Washington  early  next  week,  and  spend  about  a  month  here,  revising 
the  Inspector's  Handbook.    Mr.  Butner  returned  to  Chicago  from  his  southern 
trip  today. 

W,  C,  Hackleman,  Supervising  Inspector  of  the  Eastern  District,  also 
will  he  in  Washington  a  few  days  next  week,  for  conference  regarding  proposed 
revisions  of  the  Handbook, 

About  two  weeks  ago,  'Mr,  Samson  spent  a  day  at  Rochester,  N,  Y. ,  where 
he  discussed  the  recommended  barreled-apple  grades  before  a  meeting  of  the 
New  York  State  Horticultural  Society. 

Wm.  E,  Lewis  returned  to  Washington  on  Wednesday,  having  left  Mercedes, 
Texas,  on  Sunday  evening.    He  reports  that  J.  Harold  Hoover  and  his  local  in- 
spectors have  handled  about  25O  carloads  to  date,  consisting  mostly  of  cabbage., 
carrots  and  beets. 

United  States  grades  for  cabbage,  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  and  peaches 
were  adopted  by  Alabama  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Grades  for  strawberries  also  were  tentatively  adopted  as  the  standard  for  that 
State,  and  shippers  have  requested  inspection  of  strawberries.    The  schedule  of 
fees  is  as  follows:  $5,00  for  cars  of  one  commodity;  $7.50  for  mixed  cars  of 
three  commodities;  $10,00  for  mixed  cars  of  more  than  three  products, 

J.  R,  Duncan,  who  has  been  substituting  for  the  Livestock  reporter  in 
San  Francisco  the  past  few  weeks,  is  expected  to  return  to  his  headquarters  at 
Salt  Lake  City  by  February  10. 

Leaving  Washington  this  Saturday,  II,  A.  Spilman  will  go  to  St,  Louis, 
points  in  Mississippi,  and  Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  in  the  interest  of  package 
standardization,    He  expects  to  be  absent  one  week.    On  his  return  from 
Hartford,  Conn, ,  Mr.  Spilman  reported  that  the  Union  Agricultural  Meeting 
of  Connecticut  organizations  passed  a  resolution  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  standard  basket  bill  now  before  Congress, 

Fred  W,  Meyer  has  been  appointed  as  a  clerk-typist  in  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  the  Market  News  Service, 

Miss  Eleanor  Miller,  who  has  been  on  the  temporary  clerical  force  in 
Mr,  Patton's  section,  leaves  our  service  on  February  5* 

After  about  three  months'  absence  on  account  of  illness,  Miss  Mary  B, 
Hall  has  returned  to  duty,  and  is  again  engaged  in  tabulating  shipment  report 
for  the  proposed  bulletin  on  fruit  and  vegetable  shipments  by  stations, 

Herbert  Graff  has  gone  from  New  York  to  Boston,  where  he  is  substi- 
tuting for  W.  F,  Plummer,  Navy  Inspector,  Mr.  Plummer  is  quarantined  as  a 
result  of  scarlet  fever  in  his  home. 
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OFFICE  jTQTES:  (Continued) 

The  Official  Record  for  January  23  contains  a  directory  of  U-S.B.A, 
Clubs  in  various  cities.    Among  the  secretaries  of  these  organizations  are 
the  following  of  our  own  men:    Buffalo,  Mr.  Raplee;  Kansas  City,  Mr.  Lombard; 
and  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Jones.    E.  F.  Lemott,  .joint  head  clerk  in  Chicago,  is 
secretary  of  the  Chicago  Club. 

The  "*7isconsin  Division  of  Markets  plans  to  move  its  market  news  head- 
quarters and  broadcasting  station  from  Waupaca  to  Stevens  Point  about  February 
15.    Stevens  Point  is  on  the  same  railroad  line,  about  35  miles  west  of  WaupacaJ 
It  is  likely  that  our  waupaca  field  station  will  be  moved  to  its  former  office 
quarters  in  the  Court  House.    If  it  is  decided  to  remove  the  Waupaca  drop  of 
the  leased  wire,  communication  with  Stevens  Point  will  be  by  radio. 

A.  E.  Iviercker  was  one  of  the  three  judges  at  the  Sarasota  County  Fair, 
held  at  Sarasota,  Fla.,  on  January  22,    Citrus  fruits,  vegetables,  hay,  grains, 
honey,  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  preserves  were  the  products  judged. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  W.  V.  Stephens,  Supervising  Inspector 
at  Homestead,  Fla.,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  that  "town,  market  reports 
on  tomatoes  are  being  relayed  from  Jacksonville  and  published  in  a  local 
daily  newspa-oer.    An  article  in  the  Homestead  "Enterprise"  commended  the 
Government /as  "fast  workers." 

In  the  Lakeland  section  of  Florida,  0.  Gr.  Strauss  finds  that  about 
hofc  of  the  citrus  fruit  crop  has  already  been  moved. 

Jack  Dempsey  and  77.  y.  Stephens  are  being  confused  in  Florida,  accord- 
ing to  reports  printed  in  a  local  newspaper  received  from  that  State.  The 
item  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Homestead  Hotel  has  frequent  inquiries  over  the 
telephone  as  to  whether  Jack  Dempsey  is  stopping  there.    The  answer  has  had  to 
be  given:     "ITo,  it  is  W.  V.  Stephens,  newly-arrived  Government  inspector  of 
fruits  and  vegetables."    The  article,  which  is  eight  inches  long,  then  ex- 
plains the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  being  con- 
ducted in  Florida,  emphasizing  that  it  is  not  a  police  measure  but  is  in- 
tended asaprotection  and  aid  to  growers  and  shippers. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  A.  E.  Mercker,  formerly  in  charge 
of  shipping-point  inspections  at  Palmetto,  is  now  located  at  the  Angebilt 
Hotel,  Orlando,  Fla.,  where  he  will  be  in  charge  of  the  training  of  new  in- 
spectors.   ITathaniel  Farnworth  is  now  Supervising  Inspector  at  Palmetto. 
He  will  receive  mail  at  P.O.  Box  23S. 

E.  E.  Conklin's  headquarters  in  Florida  have  been  made  permanently  at 
Orlando,  -  the  Angebilt  Hotel.    He  is  in  charge  of  standardization  work. 

R.M.  Peterson's  local  address  in  Lees burg,  Fla.,  is  First  National 
Bank.    F.  E .  Hooper's  address  at  Fort  ^ers  is  136  Royal  Palm  Avenue. 

(Concluded  on  Page  U6) 
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la.     PORTLAND  WORK  DEVELOPIlfe. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Portland  office,,  shows- interesting  develop- 
ment in  the  service  rendered  in  that  section  since  its  beginning  on  July  5, 
Lettuce  was  already  moving  from  the  Northwest,  when  our  office  was  opened,  and 
onions  were  about  ready  to  start  from  the  Walla  Walla  section,  with  large  pear 
and  prune  crops  coming  on.    Requests  for  market  information  were  received  from 
a  wide  territory,  and  by  the  end  of  July  the  mailing  list  included  UOO  names. 
In  addition  to  a  miscellaneous  bulletin  on  the  local  market,  shipment  reports 
and  brief  market  reports  were  issued  on  onions,  lettuce,  peaches,  pears,  plums 
and  prunes,  and  cantaloupes.     In  September,  grape  f.o.b,  reports  were  added  at 
the  request  of  grape  interests  in  that  section  and  a  daily  wire  on  lettuce  was 
started  to  a  Boise,  Idaho,  newspaper.    Apple  and  potato  reports  also  were  be- 
gun.   The  mailing  list  reached  its  maximum  of  1,225  names  during  the  potato 
season.    Market  information  has  been  distributed  over  the  States  of  Oregon, 
Washington,  northern  and  southwestern  Idaho.     About  137*625  envelopes  contain- 
ing market  reports  have  been  mailed  during  these  six  months. 

Daily  information  is  gathered  on  butter  and  egg  prices  in  Portland,  and 
these  reports  are  wired  to  San  Francisco,  the  Portland  office  receiving  in  re- 
turn a  summary  of  the  San  Francisco,  New  York  and  Chicago  dairy  markets,  which 
is  released  to  the  local  trade. 

Portland  is  also  an  Inspection  office  and,  in  addition  to  receiving- 
point  work,  Mr,  Ringer  supervises  the  cooperative  potato  inspections  for 
Oregon.    At  present  eleven  inspectors  are  in  the  field.     Their  notes  are  sent 
to  our  office  where  the  certificates  are  typed.    Potato  grading  demonstrations 
have  been  given  at  various  shipping  points.     In  addition  to  straight  Federal 
inspection  of  10k  cars  and  6  small  lots  handled  by  Mr.  Ringer  personally  since 
the  opening  of  the  Portland  office,  339  cooperative  inspections  of  potatoes 
l&vebeen  made, 

2a.     COLORADO  LETTUCE  DEAL, 

From  August  6  to  October  15,  1923,  John  D,  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office, 
rendered  a  special  market  news  service  on  lettuce  for  the  benefit  of  Colorado 
growers  and  shippers.     The  reports  were  issued  as  a  part  of  his  regular  fruit 
and  vegetable  reports,  and  therefore  went  to  the  entire  mailing  list  of  95^ 
names.    During  the  period  that  this  special  service  was  in  operation,  about 
1,120  carloads  of  lettuce  were  shipped  from  the  State.     Total  shipments  for  th 
entire  season  were  1,420  cars.    Destination  and  diversion  reports  show  that 
Colorado  lettuce  went  to  at  least  72  towns  and  cities  in  26  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.     Chicago  was  the  heaviest  consumer,  with  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis  next  in  importance.    Many  shipments  went  to  towns  and  smaller  cities 

(Page  55) 
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3a.     KEEP  A  CARD  I.~DEX. 

A  card  index,  in  which  hn  by  6"  cards  are  used,  will  "be  found  a  valu- 
able means  of  reference  in  any  office,,  which  has  frequent  need  of  statistics 
and  special  material  in  "Crops  and  Markets."    Such  an  index  is  maintained  in 
"."Washington,  and  has  been  found  invaluable,  principally  because  all  material 
on  one  product  is  listed  on  the  card  (or  cards)  for  that  product,    V/e  were 
in  error  in  stating  in  the  Division  Letter  for  January.  10,  pages  11  and  12, 
that  a  complete  monthly  index  would  be  printed  in  "Crops  and  Markets"  itself. 
Such  an  index  will  appear  for  the  Monthly  Supplements  only,   similar  to  the 
one  on  front  page  of  Monthly  Supplement  dated  January  19 .     Every  office  very 
shortly  should  receive  this  Monthly  Supplement,  a  most  valuable  issue  of 
pages. 

A  complete  card  index  -  if  your  office  wishes  to  keep  such  a  means  of 
reference  -  should  be  based  on  products,  in  alphabetical  order.    Below  is  a 
copy  of  the  most  recent  card  under  Potatoes  in  the  Washington  file: 


POTATOES;  .  . 

Potato  Prices  Advance  (review)  

Chicago  a  Great  Potato  Center  (with  chart)  

California  Seed-Potato  Certification,  1923- ...... 

Chicago  Potato  Market  Advances  

Nebraska  Seed  Potatoes  

Per -capita  Production,  Grades  and  Shipments  

Certified  Seed  Production  Doubled  (with  tables). 

Acreage  in  Florida,  1922-2*+  

Acreage  m  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  1922-24  

Colorado  Potatoes  Advance  Sharply  . .... 

Annual  Review,  with  price  table  

Percentage  of  Potato  Shipments  (chart) .......... 

Idaho  Potato  Farmers  Diversifying  Crops...  

Potato  Situation  in  Maine.  

Less  Seed'Potatos  Certified  in  Oregon  (filler).. 
Potato  Markets  Irregular  (review)  


W    "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  FEBRUARY  2:. 

Page  70  -  Special  paragraph  on  Potatoes  in  weekly  review. 

71  -  Cooperative  Fruit  Sales  during  1922. 

-  Large  Supplies  Required  by  "Leviathan." 

72  -  Heavy  arrivals  in  Chicago,  -  by  \7.  H.  Hall. 

-  Shipping-Point  Inspections  in  Utah. 

-  Mexican  Limes  in  San  Francisco,  -  by  C.  J.  Hansen. 

-  Imperial  Valley  Lettuce  Shipments  Curtailed, -by  C.  E.  Schulv. 

-  California  Apple  Holdings,  -  by  C.  J.  Hansen. 
77  -  Market  News  Service  in  Texas. 

80  -  Exports  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1922  and  1923,  of  fresh 
^and  dried  Apples;  Prunes,  Apricots  and  Raisins. 
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liarizet  news  SERVICE. 

lb .    MS  FROM  DENVER. 

The  following  excerpt  from  a  recent  letter  from  John  D.  Snow  may  be 
of  interest  to  other  Market  News  men: 

"The  newspapers,  Associated  Press,  Western  Union  C.N.D,  and  growers 
and  shippers  have  all  come  to  life  and  suddenly  decided  that  we  have  some- 
thing for  them,  and  it  does  me  good  to  see  the  work  appreciated*  The  field 
here  is  just  scratched  and  Colorado  is  going  to  be  some  agricultural  State 
before  long.  The  mixed  vegetable  industry  is  booming,  and  the  interest  in 
dry  beans  continues  to  call  for  a  market  news  service ■ 

"The  trade  in  Denver  does  not  pull  together  any  too  well  but  lias 
adopted  our  service  wholeheartedly  and  is  cooperating  in  fine  shape* 

,!I  have  been  reading  with  interest  The  Packer's  sparring  with  Rubinow 
and  Sapiro  on  their  methods  of  organizing  the  Cooperative  Potato  Associations 
and  have  difficulty  in  avoiding  heated  argumants  on  the  subject  with  local 
shippers. 

,fThe  Colorado  Potato  Growers'  Exchange  is  apparently  doing  as  well  as 
can  be  expected,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  is  warranting  adverse  criticism  or 
setting  the  world  on  fire*    When  shipments  were  heavy,  the  Exchange  loaded 
light  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Weyl-Zuckerman  is  quoting  under  the  independents 
now  that  the  demand  is  fairly  good*    So  there  is  something  to  be  said  on  both 
sides*" 

2b.     CALIFORNIA  LETTUCE  MP  THE  ALIEN  LAND  LAW* 

C,  E,  Schultz  advises  that  there  was  a  general  agreement  among 
lettuce  shippers  in  Imperial  Valley  to  stop  shipments  for  some  time,  in  the 
hope  of  better  market  prices,  but  he  felt  that  the  "agreement"  would  not  be 
effective  in  actual  practice*    Mr„  Schultz  adds:    "Neither  shippers nor  growers 
are  making  money  on  this  deal  to  date,  and  most  of  them  claim  losses." 

Both  the  Imperial  Valley  Press  and  The  Brawl ey  News  give  front-page 
space  to  the  daily  market  reports  on  lettuce. 

The  following  statement  regarding  the  Alien  Land  Law,  recently  declared 
constitutional  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  has  been  issued  by  District 
Attorney  Utley  through  Harry  W.  H0rton,  Chief  Deputy: 

"Leases,  cropping  contracts  and  all  other  contracts  between  aliens, 
which  are  not  straight  contracts  of  hire,  for  a  definite  compensation  'for  the 
work  to  be  done,  are  invalid,  regardless  of  whether  they  were  made  before  or  . 
after  the  passage  of  the  1923  amendment.    The  only  manner  in  which  an  alien  can 
work  upon  farm  J^and  is  when  he  is  .hired  on  a  definite  compensation,  and  bonuses 
or  percentage  /to  be  defcermihtcl  Dy  z§§  success  of  the  crop  are  not  to  be  allowed. 
Those  crops  actually  in  the  ground  may  now  be  harvested  but  no  more  crops  may 
be  planted*    After  lettuce  crops  are  harvested,  cantaloupes  may  not  be  planted 
this  year*    Cotton  crops  may  not  be  volunteered  for  another  year*  Strawberry 
crops  or  grape  crops  which  will  mature  between  now  and  July  may  be  harvested, 
but  none  later." 
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3b.   florid,  car-art  sirtrrri::'. 

"riting  trader  date  of  January  31,  F.  H'.  Scruggs,  in  charge  of  the  San- 
ford  field  station,   says  the  following  about  Florida  celery: 

"Approximately  500  cars  cf  washed-precooled  stock  will  go  out  from 
Sanford.    Considerable  quantities  of  celery  washed  in  iced  n'ater  while  in 
•.Tire-bound  crates  will  be  shipped  by  the  Florida  Vegetable  Corporation. 
I  think  that  it  should  be  quoted  only  when  selling  lor  or  high  in  the 
terminal  markets,  and  then  separately-     This  method  would  show  the  ad- 
vantage or  disadvantage,  in  comparison  with  the  stock  in  the  rough..  I 
expect  to  quote  the  precooled  stock  next  -reek,  if  any  considerable 
amounts  are  sold. 

"Prow  data  now  available,  it  locks  as  if  the  total  Florida  celery 
output  T7iy.  exceed  that  of  last  season  when  6,3PS  cars  were  shipped, 
approximately  30$  being  from  the  Manatee  section  and  70$  from  Sanford 
section.     Shis  'season's  acreage  is  divided  between  the  two  sections  in 
about  the  same  ratio  and  a  movement  of  H,S00-5,000  cars  is  expected  from 
Sanford,  with  1,80C-2,C00  from  I.anatee  section.    .'.  few  cars  are  coming 
from  the  Daytona  section.    Last  year  the  monthly  movement  of  celery  was 
as  follows:  Jan.  667  cars;  Feb.  1,376;  Mar.  2,2S1;  Apr.  1,67^;  l<ay  339, 
and  June  10  cars.     The  season  is  at  least  two  weeks  ahead  of  the  usual 
schedule  and  January  shipments  amount  to  nearly  iVjjQO  cars,  approximately 
fOfo  being  from  Sanford  section.    The  April  movement  likely  "ill  be  lighter 
than  last  year.    Heavy  shipments  probably  will  cone  between  February  10 
and  Larch  20. 

nT7ith  regard  to  the  recent  farmers'  meetings:  The  first  one  ""as  an 
agitation  to  fix  prices  weekly.    This  group  comprised  members  of  all  the 
associations  and  independents  and  has  been  called  'The  Farmers  Protective 
Association. 1     The  second  meeting  was  devoted  to  quieting  the  agitation 
and  asking  for  a  signed,  pledge,  in  resolution  form,  that  each  grower  would 
hold  his  celery  as  long  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  stock  be  well  blanch- 
ed, hoping  at  the  same  time  that  the  markets  would  become  less  glutted.  The 
third  meeting  was  devoted  principally  to  advocating  extensive  advertising 
of  Florid.-1,  celery  or  -.11  celery,   that  the  consumption  might  be  increased. 

"with  reference  to  the  shippers'  meeting  the  past  Monday  night:  This 
gathering  cf  the. five  shipping  organizations  and  the  three  banks  decided 
that  no  more  cutting  would  be  done  this  week  except  to  fill  cars  already 
ordered  and  on  track.    All  of  these  cars  were  completed  this  Thursday,  Jan. 
31.    Only  two  c  .rs  went  out  tod-ay.    The  banks  expect  to  exert  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  growers  not  in  any  of  the  five  associations.    .Action  to 
delay  shipments  was  caused  principally  to  allow  the  stock  to  become  well- 
blanched,  as  the  recent  cool  spells  have  hindered  blanching,  and  to  give  the 
markets  an  opportunity  to  clean  up  some  of  the  California  and  Florida  stock 
on  track  and  part  of  the  storage  supplies." 

Ub.     CONSOLIDATED  REPORTS  OF  SKIFAZATS, 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  June  7,  1$23,  a  partial  list  was  published 
of  the  railroads,  with  which  F.  M.  Pat  ton  had  arranged  for  consolidated  re^ 
ports  of  shipments.     Since  that  time,  similar  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
32  additional  roads,  the  total  at  present  being  U9 .    Only  a  few  of  the  principal 
lines  in  the  Middle  'west  and  South  Viest  have  yet  to  agree  to  this  new  system 
of  telegraphic  reports,  whereby  individual  division  superintendents  send  their 
daily  reports  to  general  superintendents  or  other  general  officials,  "ho  in 
turn  consolidate  the  data  and  send  a  single  wire  to  '.."ashing ton.    Below  is  a 
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complete  list  of  the  roads  on  which  the  new  system  is  now  effective,  and 

figures  showing  the  number  of  reporters  under  the  old  and  the  new  plan.  The 
decrease  in  number  of  reporters  is  £>6j&, 

dumber  of  Reverters 

Name  of  Railroad                                      Cld  plan    Hew  plan 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Pe  ;  ■.  25  ^ 

Atlantic  Coast  Line  .   12  3 

Bangor  &  iroostook   2  1 

Baltimore  &  Ohio   1^  1 

Boston  &  Maine   8  1 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh   2  1 

Central  of  Georgia   5  }• 

Central  R.  R.  of  Hew  Jersey   2  1 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio   9  1 

Chicago  &  Alton   2  1 

Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois   H  1 

Chicago  &  North  Western   17  * 

Chicago |  Burlington  &  Quincy   IS  2 

Chicago  Great  Western  .   5  * 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul   31  2 

Chicago,  St,  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha...,   4  1 

Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &  St,  Louis....   12  1 

Delaware  &  Hudson  ,   1 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  We  stern. ..... ,   5 

Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Western   b  1 

Erie   12  3 

Florida  East  Coast   3  ^ 

Atlanta  &  West  Point  R.  R, ;  Georgia  R.  R,   2  1 

Great  northern   11  1 

Illinois  Central   l6  1 

International  Great  northern   2  1 

Kansas  City  Southern.   2  1 

Lehigh  Valley   7  1 

Louisville  &  Nashville     16  1 

Maine  Central.   3  1 

Michigan  Central   5  1 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Saulte  Ste,  Marie   7  1 

Missouri,  Kansas  &  Te^as   b  1 

Missouri  Pacific.   17  1 

Mobile  &  Ohio   k  1 

New  York  Central   20  2 

New  York,  Chicago  &  St,  Louis,   9  1 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford                                      .  10  1 

Norfolk  &  Western   5  1 

Norfolk  Southern   3  1 

Northern  Pacific.   12  1 

Oregon  Short  Line   ^  1 

Pennsylvania   ^3  ^ 

Pere  Marquette   *♦  1 

Philadelphia  &  Reading    7  1 

St,  Louis-San  Francisco   8  1 

Seaboard  Air  Line.   7  1 

Southern   IS  JL  

Total  -..  *445  61 
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5"b,    PHILADELPHIA  RADIO  REPORTS  EFFECTIVE. 

E.  R.  Biddle,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  recently  issued  on  a  separate 
sheet  the  new  broadcasting  schedule  for  market  reports  in  that  city*  The  hour: 
and  broadcasting  stations  are: 

10; 15  A.M.    Station  WFI ,  Strawbridge  and  Clothier,  daily* 
1:50  P.M.    Station  WEI,  Strawbridge  and  Clothier,  daily 

except  Saturday* 
6:^5  P*M,    Station  WIP,  Gimbel  Brothers,  daily, 
At  the  bottom  of  the  sheet,  he  requests  that  all  those  using  this  ser- 
vice should  send  a  card  or  letter  to  the  broadcasting  stations,  telling  how 
they  receive  the  reports  and  expressing  their  appreciation  for  the  service  ■ 
rendered  by  the  radio  stations. 

The  evening  reports  have  created  very  gratifying  comment  from  the  trade. 
One  dealer  told  Mr 4  Biddle  that,  on  hearing  the  New  York  market  report  (in- 
cluded in  the  form  prepared  by  Philadelphia  office),  he  had  ordered  a  car  of 
celery  unloaded,  although  he  had  previously  decided  to  hold  it,  and  he  was 
pleased  with  the  sale  he  made*    Mr.  Biddle1 s  letter  of  February  6  continues:- 
"Bef  gyring:  to  your  inquiry  regarding  our  evening  radio  report, 
I  am  almost  overcome  by  all  kinds  of  reaction,  some  favorable  and 
some  unfavorable. 

"One  thing  is  sure  and  that  is  that  this  report  is  getting  across 
in  great  shape  and  that  the  consuming  buyer  is  holding  daily  sessions 
with  the  retail  dealer,  which  leaves  him  in  no  uncertain  frame  of 
mind  when  he  tries  to  explain  the  wide  margin  between  the  wholesale 
prices  and  those  he  is  charging.    Retail  dealers  are  naturally  com- 
plaining to  the  jobbers. 

,,Many  of  the  receivers  have  complimented  me  on  the  service,  es- 
pecially on  the  giving  of  the  New  York  market  and  the  Potomac  Yards 
report*    In  fact,  one  receiver  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Boosters' 
Club  proposed  that  they  send  a  letter  of  commendation  to  both  G-imbel 
Brothers  and  myself,  but  because  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  trade,  who  had  been  hearing  from  their  retail  trade,  the  matter 
was  held  over  for  the  time,  being* 

"I  have  heard  indirectly  that  the  Philadelphia  Vegetable 
Growers1  Association,  at  a  meeting  last  night,  went  on  record  as  con- 
sidering this  as  one  of  the  best  services  the  Bureau  ever  started. 

"Some  of  the  trade  are  taking  a  hostile  attitude,  one  dealer 
going  so  far  as  to  say  he  would  not  give  me  any  prices,  but  when  I  told 
him  I  had  already  been  quoted  prices  25^  higher  than  I  knew  he  was 
selling  for,  he  said  he  reckoned  he  had  best  tell  me  his  price  for 
his  protection  with  the  shipper. 

"So  it  goes  merrily  along  v/ith  everybody  talking  radio.  This 
after  almost  two  years  of  radio  reports  broadcasted  during  daylight 
hours  with  hardly  any  reaction  shows  when  the  news  gets  across* 

"I  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention  that  reports  from  the  country 
are  slow  coming  in,  but  I  have  been  told  that  the  country  stores  which 
have  large  receiving  sets  installed  are  drawing  crowds  every  night  and 
the  report  is  creating  lots  of  interest," 

6b,     SUMMARY  OE  NEW  JERSEY  EARLY  POTATO  SEASON,  192^, 

An  excellent  summary  of  the  1923  early  potato  season  in  New  Jersey  has 
just  been  released  by  Mr*  Biddle.    Copies  were  received  in  Washington  during 
the  past  week.    This  summary  includes  l6  mimeographed  pages:.*  E,  W,  STILLWELL* 
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1      INSPECTION  SERVICE  j 

1c.    .IH^ECyiOjj  WORK  III  RIO  GrR_q;DE  V ALLEY, 

A  letter  of  February  1  from  J.  Harold  Hoover,  at  Mercedes,  Texas,  gives 
the  following  information  regarding  conditions  in  that  section: 

"The  'work  has  been  very  light  this  week  on  account  of  a  slow  rain 
which  began  falling  on  Sunday  and  continued  until  Wednesday,  when  two 
and  one-half  inches  of  rain  fell  during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  On 
Thursday  it  cleared  and  indications  now  point  to  some  nice  weather. 
However,  the  fields  are  still  very  wet  and  only  a  few  crews  are  working. 
The  movement  should  be  heavy  again  the  first  of  next  week.  Inspection 
work  may  be  started  at  a  few  new  points  next  week, 

"The  heavy  rain  apparently  did  very  little  damage  to  the  growing 
crops,  but  some  of  the  shippers  had  several  cars  of  beets  and  carrots 
in  baskets  in  the  fields  when  the  rain  came  and  they  were  unable  to  get 
into  these  fields  with  trucks  for  a  day  or  two,  so  that  the  hot  sun  did 
considerable  damage  to  this  stock,    'we  are  finding  some  cars  of  carrots 
that  show  effects  of  blight  on  the  stems  and  are  throwing  these  cars  out 
of  grade.     Some  fields  are  now  so  bad  that  they  will  be  let  along  until 
the  present  tops  die  off  and  new  ones  grow  on.    This  takes  about  three 
weeks,  and  I  am  told  that  the  quality  of  the  carrots  is  still  good  after 
going  through  this  process.     Beets  and  cabbage  are  doing  fine.  The 
price  of  cabbage  has  gone  back  to  $20,00  per  ton  in  the  last  few  days. 
The  high  prices  that  prevailed  a  week  ago  were  due  to  a  fight  among  the 
shippers  in  the  Valley,  and  there  never  was  a  time  when  it  was  actually 
worth  $50.00  per  ton." 

2c.    COOPERATIVE  INSPECTIONS  117  COLORADO. 

The  Colorado  Inspection  Service  lias  been  sending'  a  Weekly  News  Letter, 
in  typewritten  form,  to  the  various  supervising  inspectors  throughout  the 
State  since  October,  1923.    The  following  items  are  from  the  issue  for  Feh.l:- 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  of  the  i.Ionte  Vista  section,  recently  wrote:  "VTeather 
conditions  have  improved  this  past  week,  but  shipments  have  increased  but  very 
little,  due  to  rather  wea.k  market  conditions.    It  is  estimated  that  there  are 
from  1,000  to  1,200  carlots  of  potatoes  still  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  The 
bulk  of  these  are  expected  to  be  shipped  during  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  depending  somewhat,  however,  on  the  price  and  strength  of  the  market.11 

E,  E,  LicKune  has  been  absent  from  his  desk  in  Denver  the  past  week.  He 
is  visiting  the  important  onion  districts  of  the  Western  Slope  in  an  effort  to 
establish  some  revised  onion  grades  for  the  coming  season.    The  latter  part 
of  this  month,  Mr,  licKune  will  sneak  at  potato  conferences  in  the  San  Luis 
Valley. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  shippers  on  the  'western  Slope 
was  a  recent  visitor  to  the  Denver  office  and  spoke  very  highly  of  the  effici- 
ent work  of  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service.    There  is  a  very  friendly  feeling 
in  that  district  for  the  Service, 

During  the  ueek  ending  January  27 >  inspections  throughout  the  State 
amounted  to  317  cars.     Total  inspections  this  season  in  the  several  districts 
are  as  follors:  Monte  Vista  district,  29lo'o  cars;  Delta,  2,2*45;  Grand  Junction, 
1,262;  Eagle,  7ol;  Greeley,  335,  and  Denver  district  2S1  cars;  grand  total, 
7tt>50  cars. 
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3c.    POTATO  PROSPECTS  IIT  FLORIDA. 

In  a  letter  of  February  3,        E*  Hooper  describes  conditions  around 
Port  Myers,  Fla. : 

"Potatoes  are  not  going  to  start  in  volume  before  March  1st.  The 
cold  weather  and  rain  of  the  last  month  have  set  the  saring  pepper  crop 
back  quite  a  bit.    I/any  of  the  farmers  have  already  ploughed  ua  their 
peppers,  being  discouraged  with  the  small  returns  netted.    In  place  of 
peppers,  they  have  planted  beans,  squash  and  cucumbers.    Potatoes  are 
doing  nicely  in  some  places,  but  in  others,  especially  in  the  pond  bottoms, 
the  rain  has  caused  the  spuds  to  rot  in  the  ground." 

Recent  reports  from  Mr.  Marks,  Truck  Crop  Specialist,  indicate  the 
planting  of  about  28,000  acres  of  potatoes  in  Florida,  which  is  about  the 
seme  as  the  area  two  years  ago.    Early  movement  from  the  southern  part  of 
the  State  should  begin  the  latter  part  of  February  and  continue  through 
March  and  April.    Movement  from  the  Hastings  section  should  start  about 
the  middle  of  April. 

kc.    FLORIDA  FAST  C0ASn  TOMATO  SHIPPERS. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  torn?. to  shippers  who 
are  using  the  Federal-State  Shipping  Point  Inspection  Service.    Their  brands 
and  shipping  points  also  are  given: 


SHIPPER 


Inc 


Florida  East  Growers1  Assn 
Frank  A.  Roskey 

(Not  Inspected) 

Chase  &  Co. 
Hardee  &  Gentile 

Buffalo  Vegetable  Marketing  Co. 

Chase  &  Co. 

C.A.  Williams  &  Sons 

R.C.  Applegate 

R.  P.  Kerr 


BRAED 
"Homestead" 
"Rose  Brand" 
"Tiger  Brand" 
"Sunnilo.nd" 
"Liberty  Bell" 
"Boston  Terrier" 
"Dades  Delight" 
"Buffalo  Brand" 
"Spade  Brand" 
"High  Tide" 
"Tiger  Brand" 
"TTm.Penn  Brand" 
"Kerr" 


SIH~?INQ-PQIiTT 
Homestead 

11 
H 
It 
11 
II 

ITaranja 

Rockdale 

Perrine 

Modello 

Princeton 
ii 

Perrine 


5c.  I FI3RITAT I OITAL  APPLE  SHIPPERS  GRADE  FAHPHLET. 

A  copy  of  the  International  Apple  Shippers  Grade  pamphlet  has  been  sent 
to  each  of  our  regular  Inspectors.    This  should  prove  of  great  convenience  to 
all,  for  it  gives  State  and  Federal  grades  in  a  very  convenient  arrangement. 

Each  Inspector  is  asked  to  take  particular  care  of  the  copy  which  he 
has  received.    These  pamphlets  cost  us  JOfi  apiece  and  our  supply  is  limited. 

A  few  of  the  most  recently  issued  tentative  grades  are  not  included 
in  this  book,  but  it  is  believed  that  all  Inspectors  have  received  copies 
of  these. 
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6c,     CONTROL  OF  STEivi-EiTD  ROT  IN  CITRUS  FRUIT. 

Mr.  J,  R.  Winston,  Pathologist  at  the  Citrus  Experiment  Station, 
Orlando,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  seedling  stock  is  now  becoming 
dead  ripe  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  dryness  will  "be  especially  noticoable. 
Such  stock  will  also  show  Stem- End  Rot, 

Disbuttcning  practically  eliminates  Stem-End  Rot  infection.    This  is 
accomplished  by  gassing  at  a  temperature  of  S0°  to  55°  and  a  humidity  of  S5° 
to  9^°.     The  operation  takes  about       hours.    The  gassing  process  causes  a 
corky  layer  to  form  under  the  button,  in  this  way  closing  the  avenue  for  in- 
fection.   Gassing  does  about  the  same  thing  for  citrus  as  treating  stems  does 
for  watermelons.    So  far  as  is  known,  the  disbut toning  process  does  not  affect 
the  quality  of  the  fruit.    Grapefruit  is  more  easily  disbuttoned  than  oranges, 
and  the  gas  does  not  need  to  be  so  strong. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  our  Inspectors  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston  are  examining  experimental  shipments  of 
gassed  and  ungassod  fruit  on  arrival  in  terminal  markets,  to  determine  the 
relation  of  gassing  anddisbuttoning  to  St em- End  Rot, 

7c.    REVISION  QE  THE  HANDBOOK. 

Work  is  now  under  way  on  the  revision  of  the  receiving -point  Handbook, 
All  Inspectors  are  invited  to  send  in  suggestions  as  to  ways  in  which  this 
Handbook  can  be  made  more  useful  to  our  men.     Suggestions  should  be  submitted 
during  the  next  ten  days. 


F,  G,  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 
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Mr.  Sherman  has  "been  invited,  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Melon  Distributors1  Association,  to  be  hell  at  T if ton,  Ga.,  February  29  and 
March  1.     If  he  can  arrange  to  he  present,  Mr.  Sherman  probably  will  give 
an  address  on  the  shipping-point  inspection  service  and  its  relation  to  f.o.b, 
auctions.    Either  the  week  before  this  convention  or  the  week  following,  Mr, 
Sherman  hopes  to  visit  the  various  inspection  offices  throughout  Florida. 

C.  Hackleman,  of  New  York,  reached  the  Washington  office  this  morn- 
ing.   He  "ill  be  here  a  few  days,  conferring  with  Messrs,  Robb  and  Butner  re- 
garding proposed  changes  in  the  Inspector's  Handbook,     The  latter  part  of  last 
week,  Mr,  Hackleman  visited  the  Buffalo,  IT.  Y.,  and  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  offices 
of  the  Inspection  Service, 

Severe  storms  throughout  the  Middle  '.Vest  early  this  v/eek  disrupted  the 
leased  wire  service  to  several  offices.    On  Monday  the  entire  branch  of  the 
wire  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis  Wats  out  of  operation.    This  condition  still 
existed  on  Tuesday,  and  Chicago  and  Kansas  City  also  could  not  be  reached,  and 
of  course  no  offices  uest  or  southwest  of  Kansas  City.    'Wednesday,  service  was 
resumed  to  Kansas  City  and  to  Texas  and  on  the  western  circuit  for  about  two 
hours.    Thursday,  the  branch  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis  was  still  out  of 
service,  but  Chicago  itself  was  reached  from  Washington  and  it  was  expected 
that  better  service  would  be  had  from  Kansas  City  west, 

H.  C,  Lindstrom  has  been  permanently  transferred  from  Chicago  to  St, 
Louis,  to  assist  with  the  inspections  there.    Work  at  St,  Louis  has  increased 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  another  Inspector  regularly.    Please  make  this 
change  on  your  new  list  of  Inspectors  and  their  addresses. 

Shipping-point  inspection  of  spinach  in  the  vicinity  of  Asherton,  Texas 
has  been  started  by  C,  D,  Shirley,  of  the  San  Antonio  office.    Asherton  is 
about  125  miles  southwest  of  San  Antonio,  and  while  Mr,  Shirley  is  on  this 
special  work  the  San  Antonio  office  will  be  closed, 

V.  D.  Callanan  went  from  Boston  to  'Worcester,  Mass.,  to  handle  some  in- 
spections last  Friday,  and  then  proceeded  to  onion  shipping  points  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  where  he  is  perfecting  the  arrangements  for  f.o.b.  reports 
on  onions. 

E.  V.  DeMott,  of  the  Domestic  wool  Section,  has  gone  on  a  10  days'  trip 
in  the  interest  of  this  work.    Ee  first  stopped  at  Morrice,  Mich.,  to  examine 
the  records  of  wool  dealers.    On  Monday ,  Mr,  DeMott  will  attend  the  trial  of 
the  case  against  D.  Davis  &  Son,  wool  dealers  in  Chicago,  from  whom  the  Govern 
ment  is  seeking  to  collect  excess  profits  on  the  1918  clip.     Subsequently,  he 
will  stop  at  C-alesburg,  111.,  and  Greer.evillet  Ky.,  to  reaudit  the  accounts  of 
dealers  at  those  points,    J.  S.  Bohannon,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  also  will 
be  in  Chicago  on  Monday  to  assist  the  U,  S.  Attorney  in  the  D.  Davis  &  Sen 
trial.    Mr.  Bohannon  may  stop  off  at  points  in  Michigan  and  Ohio  to  hold  con- 
ferences regarding  pending  wool  cases. 
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* 

H.  T,  Longino,  who  assisted  C.  R«  Nev/ton  with  inspections  at  Hew 
Orleans  for  a  couple  of  weeks,  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Houston,  Texas, 
on  Saturday. 

The  inspection  of  1,100  "barrels  of  apples  in  cold  storage  at  Winchester, 
Va. 1  required  the  presence  of  W,  H.  Steinbauer  in  that  town  on  Wednesday. 
Later,  Mr,  Steinbauer  went  to  Harrisonburg  and  Broadway,  Va.,  to  inspect  other 
lots  of  apples.    He  is  expected  to  return  to  Washington  tonight. 

Announcement  has  been  received  of  the  arrival  of  a  son  in  the  home  of 
J,  J.  Gardner,  Pittsburgh,  about  a  week  ago. 

Effective  February  9>  the  loop  of  the  leased  wire  to  Trenton,  U»  J»t 
will  be  discontinued.    Market  reports  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  will  be 
obtained  by  the  Trenton  office  by  telephone.    Please  make  note  of  this  change 
on  your  map  of  the  leased  wire  system. 

J»  Wm,  Park  will  return  to  the  pay  roll  of  this  Division  on  February  16. 
Since  the  fall  cf  1922,  Mr.  Park  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Seed  Grain 
Loan  Board  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak,    Because  of  the  shortage  of  funds,  that  work 
will  have  to  be  curtailed,  if  not  entirely  discontinued;  hence  Mr,  Park's 
return  to  this  Bureau,    He  issues  his  last  market  report  on  Red  River  Valley 
potatoes  today,  and  will  leave  Grand  Forks  this  Saturday,  stopping  off  at  his 
home  at  Fannettsburg,  Pa.,  three  days  of  next  week.    Arriving  in  Washington 
about  the  15th,  Mr.  Park  probably  will  be  given  investigational  work  under 
Mr.  Samson's  direction. 

After  several  years'  service  on  the  clerical  force  in  the  Minneapolis 
office,  Miss  Lulu  Nordby  tendered  her  resignation,  effective  January  31* 

The  Orlando  mailing  list  for  market  reports  on  citrus  fruits  now  in- 
cludes about  3°Q  names.    Mr.  Evers,  in  charge  of  this  work,  advises  that  the  • 
new  method  of  obtaining  destination  information  is  the  best  yet.    Passing  re- 
ports are  secured  from  the  Southern  Railway  at  Jacksonville;  from  the  S,A«L. 
at  West  Jacksonville,  and  from  the  A.C.L.  at  Waycross,  Ga.    A  record  of  diver- 
sions is  obtained  from  more  northern  points,  such  as  Florence,  Savannah  and 
Everett,  and  additional  reports  of  passings  at  Montgomery,  Cincinnati  and 
Potomac  Yards. 

C.  W,  Hauck  has  gone  on  a  two  weeks'  trip  to  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  Pittsburgh,  Chicago  and  other  cities  in  which  terminal  auctions  are 
in  operation.    He  will  confer  with  representatives  of  the  auction  companies, 
with  a  view  to  revising  and  completing  the  data  originally  secured  by  Admer 
D,  Miller  for  a  bulletin  on  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Auctions, 

News  Items  in  the  Division  Letter  for  November  22,  1923,  included  a 
statement  as  to  the  present  work  of  James  P»  Klein,  formerly  on  the  staff  of 
the  Market  News  Service.    More  recent  word  indicates  that  Mr,  Klein  not  only 
teaches  in  but  that  he  is  Dean  of  the  Vocational  School  at  Marionville,  Mo,, 
a  Government  school  for  vocational  training  of  wounded  soldiers.    Just  now 
"Jimmy"  has  the  mumps. 
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Hard  rain  and  hail  storms  occurred  a  few  days  ago  on  the  lower  .East 
Coast  of  Florida,  according  to  a  wire  from  W#  V,  Stephens,  at  Homestead, 
Heavy  rains  were  experienced  practically  all  over  the  State  on  February  4» 

L,  S,  Tenny,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  visited  the  Orlando  office 
on  Monday,  and  during  the  course  of  the  day  made  a  trip  to  Winter  Garden  and 
Sanford,    On  Tuesday  he  went  to  Brad ent own  with  A,  E,  Mercker,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday made  a  trip  to  Lake  County,  accompanied  by  E«  E.  Conklin,  Jr. 

P*  D.  Rupert,  of  the  Sanford  office  of  the  Inpsection  Service,  has  been 
selected  to  act  as  a  judge  at  the  Seminole  County  Fair,  to  be  held  at  Geneva, 
Fla.,.in  the  near  future*, 

All  Market  News  men  are  being  sent  a  copy  of  the  first  part  of  the 
mimeographed  report  on  the  recent  Market  Hews  Conference  in  Washington;  this 
covers  10  pages  and  includes  addresses  or  remarks  by  Messrs.  Kitchen,  Callander, 
Hughes,  George,  Gilbert,  Hunter  and  others  #, 

Since  January  28,  W,  S<  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  office,  is  furnishing 
special  CND  (commercial  news  dispatch)  reports  to  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Co*  in  that  city.    His  regular  mailing  list  now  includes  more  than  200  names,' 
and  the  reports  to  newspapers  and  the  trade  are  meeting  with  great  favor* 

Read  the  first  and  second  pages  of  this  week's  B.A..E.  News  for  a  com- 
prehensive statement  of  all  the  work  of  the  F.&  V,  Division  in  Florida  this 
season.    It  is  a  very  complete  report  of  the  activites  in  that  State. 

The  back  page  of  both  The  B<A.E„  Hews  .and  State  and  Federal  Marketing 
Activities  this  week  contains  a  splendid  line  cut,  showing  the  leased  wire 
and  radio  system  of  the  Bureau.    It  is  map  well  worth  posting  in  all  offices* 
The  only  change  required  on  this  map  next  week  is  the  discontinuance  of  leased 
wire  connections  at  Trenton,  N*  J, 

All  employees  in  Washington  who  could  be  excused  were  permitted  to  quit 
work  at  12:30  F*M,,  Wednesday,  to  witness  Ex-President  Woodrow  Wilson's 
funeral  procession  and  to  hear  the  services  broadcast  from  the  National 
Cathedral,  in  the  crjrpt  of  which  Mr#  Wilson's  body  was  placed,  . 

On  page  5  Of  the  revised  list  of  Inspectors,  Mr,  Allewelt,  of  the 
California  Standardization  Service,  requests  that  the  designations  of  field 
men  in  that  State  be  corrected  as  follows:  K.  R,  Nutting,  H,  W,  Peterson  and 
C,  E«  Linwood  should  be  designated  as  Inspector  in  Charge*    C,  H,  Beasley* s 
designation  should  be  Supervising  Inspector*, 
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la,     BLIP  LQY  EE  SENTENCED  FPU  CONSPIRACY  AIQ  FALSE  E^ENSE  VOUCHERS. 

Percy  A.  Matthews,  formerly  an  auditor  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Section, 
was  sentenced  by  Justice  Bailey  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  on  February  3,  to  pay  a  fine  of  $2,500,    This  is  the  culmination 
of  indictments  against  him  for  the  submission  of  false  vouchers  and  for  con- 
spiracy with  Leon  &  Ben  Rosenbaum,  wool  dealers  in  Louisville,  Ky. ,  in  June, 
1920,  to  defraud  the  Government  by  reducing  the  excess  wool  profits  due  from 
such  dealers.    Evidence  was  obtained  of  the  payment  to  him  by  the  dealers  of 
sums  aggregating  $1,000.     The  Rosenbaums  themselves  pleaded  "guilty"  to  the 
conspiracy  charge  in  June,  1923 »  and  were  fined  $U,G00  after  complete  payment 
of  all  excess  found  due. 

The  evidence  obtained  by  this  Division  in  connection  with  the  indict- 
ment for  the  submission  of  false  vouchers  showed  dishonesty  in  many  small 
matters..    Claims  were  submitted  for  small  purchases,  which  never  were  made; 
for  checking  baggage,  and  for  car  fare,  when  these  expenses  were  not  incurred, 
False  dates  of  arrival  and  departure  also  were  given. 

There  are  many  opportunities  for  a  man  in  the  field  to  pad  his  account 
and  this  may  be  done  occasionally  without  discovery,  but  we  will  retain  no 
man  in  the  service  if  we  know  him  to  be  guilty  of  submitting  false  accounts. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  sh^.ll,  as  long  as  possible,  repose  full  confidence  in 
the  integrity  and  conscientious  service  of  all  our  employees.    We  emphasize 
the  outcome  of  the  Matthews  case  for  the  benefit  of  an^  who  may  be  misled  by 
the  oft-repeated  assertion  that  the  public  service  is  full  of  graft  and  dis- 
honesty and  nobody  is  ever  punished, 

WELLS  A,  SHERMAH, 

Specialist  in  Charge. 

2a.    FORM  F&V-l  SUPERSEDED  BY  FOP.fc  AE-70. 

Form  F&V-l  which  has  been  used  to  cover  transfers  of  property  and 
transfers  of  responsibility  for  branch  office  inventorial  property  will  no 
longer  be  used.     Since  the  handling  of  the  property  records  of  all  Divisions 
has  been  centralized  in  the  Section  of  Property  and  Supplies,  a  new  Jorm  AE-70 
has  been  provided  to  cover  all  such  transfers.     Instructions  for  the  use  of 
the  new  form  are  given  at  the  bottom  of  the  sheet. 

The  cost  column  need  not  be  filled  in.     It  has  been  suggested  that  an 
additional  copy  be  made  to  be  retained  by  the  transferring  officer  until  the 
receipted  copy  is  returned.     The  receipted  copies  for  the  Washington  office 
(Section  of  Property  and  Supplies)  should  be  addressed  to  W.  L.  Evans,  of  our 
F.&  V.  Division". 

When  local  purchases  of  inventorial  articles  are  made  by  branch  offices 
or  individuals,  the  transaction  should  be  covered  by  Form  AE-70,  the  name  of 
the  vendor  being  shown  as  the  transferring  officer  and  the  cost  column  also 
filled  irwHo  copy,  of  course,  should  be  given  to  the  vendor. 

All  our  men  in  branch  offices  and  field  stations  should  provide  them- 
selves with  an  adequate  supply  of  Form  AE-70  by  submitting  request  on  the 
usual  supply  requisition  Form  AE-99.    Old  Forms  F&V-l  should  be  destroyed. 

(Page  67) 
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lb.     APPLE  SITUATION  I  LI  rOHIH'VES? . 

Last  week,  G-eorge  E.  Prince,  of  the  Spokane  office,  was  on  a  checking 
trip  in  the  Wena  tehee  Valley.    He  wrote  in  part  as  follows  on  February  £>:- 

!1Have  just  attended  a  luncheon  of  the  Wenatchee  Valley  Traffic 
Association,  which  was  quite  interesting.     The  committee  sent  to  southern  Idaho 
to  study  conditions  resulting  from  the  use  of  hulk  and  basket  rates 
made  their  report,  it  being  an  unfavorable  one,  and  the  Association  went  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  bulk  and  basket  rates  in  the  ITenatchee  district. 
There  has  been  much  talk  for  and  against  the  use  of  bulk  rates  for  the  entire 
Northwest,  and  it  was  thought  that  all  districts  were  in  favor  of  same,  with 
the  exception  of  Hood  Eiver.     It  was  due  mainly  to  this  committee's  trip  to 
southern  Idaho  that  the  tide  was  changed  in  the  tfenatchee  district, 

"There  will  be  a  formal  hearing  in  Yakima  on  March  1  before  the  I.C.C.,  m 
which  time  the  matter  of  securing  bulk  and  basket  rates  will  be  taken  up.  At 
present,  it  seems  that  a  majority  of  the  Yakima  factors  favor  such  rates. 

!,The  committee  appointed  by  the  chairman  of  the  recent  Marketing  Congress 
has  selected  Yakima  as  headquarters,  and  the  bankers  of  the  iTorthwest  have  put 
up  a  ^Sj^y^if J5»000  to  start  the  Exchange,  or  rather  a  fund  for  the  committee 
to  useC/  '    visit  California  to  make  a  study  of  the  plan  of  organization  and 
marketing  used  by  the  California  Fruit  Growers  Exchange,  and  their  plans  at 
present  call  for  the  inclusion  of  other  deciduous  fruits  of  the  ITorthwest  in 
addition  to  apples, 

"Estimates  by  local  factors  as  of  February  1  on  apple  stocks  remaining 
were  as  follows: 

Cold  . Btora^e    Common  storage 
'.Venatchee  District  ..  §70  cars  1,6^0  cars 

Yakima  District  2,700     »  1,500  " 

"They  believe  that  on  March  1  >7enatchee  will  have  around  70C-750  cars 
left  in  cold  storage  and  200-300  cars  in  common  storage.  There  is  a  slight 
car  shortage  at  present,  hut  it  is  not  expected  to  be  at  all  serious, 

"Erorn  information  received,  it  seems  advisable  to  continue  market  reports 
for  at  least  two  weeks  longer  than  was  the  case  last  year,  as  there  is  con- 
siderable stock  in  eastern  storage. " 

2b,     DISIEIBUTIQI!  OF  MARKET  ES.7S  1:1  ^.LIE. 

PI.  S,  Stiles,   in  a  letter  of  February  4  from  Fresque  Isle,  Me.,  tells  of 
the  special  distribution  of  market  news  in  that  Sir to: - 

"You  would  be  surprised  to  find  how  many  farmers  read  out  regular 
bulletins  until  the  print  nearly  evaporates.     Fcr  the  news-papers,  I  think  a 
weekly  review  an  exceedingly  good  thing.     It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Associated 
Press  does  not  serve  this  district,  and  that  there  are  no  daily  papers.  There 
are  no  radio  broadcasting  .stations  nearby,  but  a  large  number  of  receiving  sets. 
Practically  all  farmers  and  dealers  possessing  these  listen  with  interest  to 
market  news.     The  station  at  East  Pittsburgh  broadcasts  such  news  and  seems 
easily  heard  up  here.    However,  my  bulletin  beats  these  radio  reports  by  a 
number  of  hours. 


I 
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"As  I  stated  in  a  previous  letter,  the  local  paper  has  been  receiving 
the  equivalent  of  a  weekly  review  for  the  past  two  months.    On  a  trip  to 
Eoulton  recently,  among  other  things,  I  lined  up  the  two  vree-ly  papers  there. 
Today,  by  phone,  the  Fort  Fairfield  and  Caribou  weeklies  agreed  to  publish 
such  a  review,  which  makes  five  papers  at  present.     I  have  run  up  against  the 
proposition  that  all  papers  do  not  publish  the  same  day  of  the  week,  out  I 
will  overcome  this  by  writing  two  weekly  reviews,  one  on  Monday  and  another 
on  Wednesday  or  Thursday,     In  this  manner,  news  will  be  fairly  fresh.     I  also 
intend  to  write  the  Bangor  Daily  Hews  and  the  Portland  Press-Kerala  to  see 
if  they  will  publish  such  a  review,  and  also  to  see  if  it  can  be  arranged  to 
send  a  daily  wire.     The  Portland  paper  has  a  large  space  devoted  to  the  potato 
market,  and  publishes  our  Minneapolis  market  in  its  entirety,  although  what 
good  this  does  in  Maine  is  more  than  I  know.     So  my  plan  is  to  '-rite  two 
weekly  reviews  and  get  all  the  papers  possible-  to  publish  them. 51 

3b.     I7EV/  JERSEY  PRODUCT'S  I"  EBU  YOKE.  CITY  . 

A  very  complete  nine-page  summary  of  The  ilew  York  City  Market  on  Hew 
Jersey  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  Season  of  1923i  has  just  been  released  by  the 
New  York  office,  over  signatures  of  0.  D.  Miller  and  S,  W,  Russell.  It  has 
been  mailed  to  a  list  of  50C  names,  including  mostly  New  Jersey  growers  and 
dealers  on  the  Hew  York  market. 

There  is  a  separate  price  and  market  table  for  each  of  these  leading 
products:  Apples,  peppers,  eggplant,  string  beans,  lima  beans,  sweet  potatoes, 
spinach,  cabbage,  lettuce,  onions,  peaches,  cantaloupes,  peas,  and  asparagus. 
Comparative  prices  are  given  for  the  season  of  1922,  and  all  price  data  are  on 
the  basis  of  a  weekly  range.    The  front  page  of  the  summary  contains  a  graph, 
showing  the  respective  periods  during  which  these  products  are  sold  in  ITew 
York  City.    The  graph  gives  the  selling  period  for  these  additional  New  Jersey 
commodities;  Tomatoes,  potatoes,  cucumbers,  celery,  strawberries  and 
raspberries. 

Any  office  having  need  of  detailed  information  on  New  Jersey  fruits  and 
vegetables  will  find  this  summary  very  valuable.    Copies  can  be  obtained 
directly  from  0,  D,  Miller.    Most  of  the  work  of  compiling  the  data  was  done 
by  S.  17,  Russell,  before  he  went  to  Florida. 

Uc.     Ill  "CROPS  AID  fcABkSTS1'  FOR  FEBRUARY  9: 

Page  85  -  Special  paragraph  on  Sweet  Potatoes  in  weekly  review, 
ob  -  Shipping-point  inspection  of  Idaho  fruits  (filler), 
S7  -  Texas  Spinach  Movement  Approaching  Peak;  based  partly  on  review 
of  Texas  spinach  season  by  J.  Austen  Hunter, 

-  Shipping-Point  Inspections  in  Florida. 
S9  -  Germany  Purchasing  Fruit  from  England, 

96  -  American  Grapefruit  in  Manchester,  England. 

-  Exportable  Surplus  of  Potatoes  and  Beet  Sugar  in  Poland, 

-  The  Italian  Sugar  Situation  (figures  on  sugar  beets), 

E.  17.  STILLV/ELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News, 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NET/S  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 
39  Federal  Bldg. 


PRE3QUE  ISLE,  ME. 
Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

hzk  Federal  Bldg. 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

116  E.  Union  St. 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
}419  Federal  Bldg. 


EL  CSKTRO,  CALIF. 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

SANFORD,  FLA. 
Court  House 

ORLANDO,  FLA.** 
Angebilt  Hotel 


Ub  i  1 
List 
No. 


S3  7 


in  Charge 


C.  L,  Broun 


S^2 


*7 


89  k 

933 
910 

920 


H.  S,  Stiles 

G.  E.  Prince 

V7f  H.  Mosier 

A.  E.  Prugh 

R,  H,  Shoemaker 

C.  E.  Schultz 

F.  H.  Scruggs 

J.  D.  Evers 


Reports 


P         S  * 

Peaches* 

Apples 

Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery* 

Potatoes# 
Apples  # 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 


Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onionsjr* 

Lettuce 


First     j  Probably  ( 


.bulletins 


elery 


Citrus 
fruit 


Sept ,  7 
Sept*  7 
Sept ,  10 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  28 
Oct.  15 

Sept.  12 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  25 

Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 

Jan .  8 
Jan.  Ik 


"..11  Close 


Jan.  l6       Apr.  1 


Nov.  3* 

Oct.  13* 

Apr.  1 

Apr.  1 

Mar,  1 

Mar.  1 

Jan.  12* 

Apr.  1 

Mar.  15 

Apr.  30 

Apr.  30 

Apr,  30 
Nov,  15* 
Jan.  30* 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  10 


The  following  station  has  closed  since  the  last  Division  Letter: 


1 

Closed 

GRAND  FORKS,  N.  DAK.. 
206  Federal  Bldg. 

8U3  i  J .  W.  Park 

1 

__i  1 

Potatoes 

Sept.  19 

Feb,  7 

*  Reports  discontinued, 
**State  Dept.  cooperating. 

#  Tri- weekly. 


Temporary  Assignments: 
R.  M.  Peterson) 
G.  A.  DeHaven  ) 

J.  D.  Evers      )  to  Florida  for 
R.  H.  Lamb       )  inspection  work. 
S.  W»  Russell  ) 

17,  J.  Bertush  to  New  York  City  inspection  work. 


lc .   pp...:'spvpp:"-q  bia:~:  cz^tificatfs  pro:  :  cpp  giag  ofpicz  :.c 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  in  an  emergency  to  transfer  a  few  blsasnk 
certificates  from  one  field  office  to  another  in  order  to  avoid  delay  in 
issuing  certificates.    A  letter  should  accompany  such  certificates,  request- 
ing ackno wl edgmen t  of  the  receipt  of  same.    The  office  which  received  the 
certificates  should  acknowledge  their  receipt  and  forward  a  copy  of  the  letter 
to  Audits  and  Accounts.    They  will  then  transfer  the  numbers  on  the  Wash- 
ington records . 

2c  .     IPTPRPATIOPAL  A-PLS  SITIPPFRS  RPPORT, 

A  corrected  page  for  the  International  Annie  Shippers  special  grade 
pamphlet  is  "being  forwarded  to  all  persons  to  whom  the  hook  was  sent.  This 
should  he  pasted  in  the  pamphlet  as  directed. 

Inspectors  are  requested  not  to  write  to  Secretary  Phillips of  the 
International  Apple  Shippers  Association,  for  additional  copies  of  this 
pamphlet.    It  was  issued  particularly  for  the  members  of  the  Association. 
The  copies  which  have  been  distributed  by  this  office  were  purchased  from 
the  Association,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  request  them  to  send  out  free  copies. 

3c  •     ST.  LOUIS  COURTY  POTATOES  . 

It  appears  that  St.  Louis  County  potatoes  will  make  a  reputation  for 
themselves  the  coming  season,  if  suggestions  are  put  into  effect  which,  were 
made  at  a  meeting  of  potato  growers,  held  by  the  St.  Louis  County  Farmers' 
Association,  at  3umbo,  Mo.,  on  February  6.    Despite  the  extremely  cold  weather, 
the  meeting  was  well  attended. 

Among  those  present  was  B.  S .  Jones,  St.  Louis  Inspector,  who  explained 
and  demonstrated  the  U.S.  potato  grades  and  offered  Federal  inspection  ser- 
vice for  either  truckloads  or  carloads.    Following  Mr.  Jones'  talk,  many 
questions  were  asked  regarding  the  service  and  the  grades. 

A  Truck  Crop  Specialist  in  the  Agricultural  Tnctension  Service  at 
Columbia,  Mo.,  next  addressed  the  meeting  on  cooperative  marketing,  and 
strongly  urged  the  use  of  certified  seed,   treating  the  seed,  and  fertilising 
th e  gr ound .    Shis  talk  wa s  i  1  lus t rated  wi  th  slides. 

The  County  Agent  closed  the  program  by  urging  the  adoption  of  the 
previous  suggestions  and  advised  the  use  of  Federal  inspection,  stating  that, 
by  careful  grading  in  accordance  with  the  recommended  U.S.  grades  and  by 
furnishing  an  inspection  certificate,  St.  Louis  County  potatoes  will  bring- 
considerably  higher  prices,  which  would  well  nay  for  the  efforts  put  forth. 

The  Association  plans  to  bring  the:     potatoes  to  Chesterfield  or  St, 
Louis  for  loading  and  inspection.     The  bull:  of  the  cron  will  be  Cobblers. 
Meetings  similar  tc  the  one  held  at  Gumbo  will  be  held  in  other  parts  of 
the  county,  to  further  this  work. 

Uc .    items  pro:.;  tkf  divisio:7  lrttrr. 

Important  paragraphs  from  Division  Letters  of  the  last  three  years  - 
1921,  1322  and  I923  -  are  being  mimeograohed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  will  be 
distributed  to  all  Inspectors  within  the  next  week.    Thereby,  instructions 
to  Inspectors  will  be  combined  in  convenient  form,  and  will  be  indexed  for 
ready  reference. 
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5c.     SKILIITG  COFIlS  OF  I-^IliSFLC'-IOirS  TO  OUR  IZdxT  aT  ^HIPPIrTS  FOill^:  : 

Whenever  a  reinspection  certificate  is  issued,  regardless  of  whether 
the  shipping-point  certificate  is  sustained  or  reversed,  a  copy  should  "be  sent 
to  our  representative  who  is  in  charge  of  the  work  at  the  point  where  the  cer- 
tificate was  issued.    This  will  enable  him  to  take  up  the  matter  with  the  in- 
spector who  issued  the  certificate  and  to  take  whatever  steps  seem  advisable, 
in  case  the  shipping-point  certificate  has  been  reversed.    If  any  peculiar 
condition  is  noted  in  connection  with  second  inspections  for  condition  only, 
our  shipping-point  representatives  should  also  be  notified,  but  it  is  not 
thought  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  copies  of  all  condition  inspections 
back  to  shipping  point, 

6c .    NU:3.,R  CLFTIFIC^TIS  CC-F^CFLY; 

although  the  number  is  printed  on  the  original  certificate,  it  should 
also  bear  the  typewritten  number  just  below  the  printed  number,    The  important 
point  is  to  see  that  copies  of  each,  certificate  correspond  in  number  to  the 
original.    By  typing  the  number  on  the  original  with  the  printed  number  in 
sight,  there  should  be  no  excuse  for  errors  in  numbering  certificates.  This 
plan  should  be  followed  in  all  offices  in  the  future, 

7c,    DLSIGmaTII:S  TF_  EjNgS  OF  k  CaB : 

When  it  is  necessary  to  designate  the  ends  of  a  car  by  particular  terms, 
the  expressions  "B  end"  and  "A  end"  will  be  sufficient.    These  terms  should 
be  used  when  different  conditions  are  found  in  the  two  ends  of  the  car  or  Then 
the  equipment  is  defective  in  one  end  of  the  car.    The  term  "3  end"  refers  to 
the  brake  end  of  the  car,  and  "a  end"  refers  to  the  opposite  end,  according  to 
the  location  of  the  hand  brake  rod,    The  use  of  these  terms  has  been  adopted 
by  the  railroads,  and  all  ne^  cars  have  the  er>ds  designated  on  the  outside, 
just  above  the  coupler, 

P.  G.  ROBS, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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Total 

Total 

Total 

j  inspec-- 

SUSSED 

Fruits 

Vege- 

11  i  ons 

for 



Certi 

C  .L  »& 

tables 

month  for 

lack  of 

C/L 

L.C.L. 

1  f icat 

Lt  « C  •  J_i « 

C  »L  «& 

Grand 

I923 

Car- 

t  ime 

Fees  Fees 

'Copy 

L.C.L. 

Total 

! riers 

Fees 

Atlanta 

Ik 

56 

70 

30 

S 

G      $2 SO' 

$11 

Baltimore 

37 

27 

Gk 

33 

0 

0 

252 

$7.50 

- 

Boston 

10 

53 

63 

9U 

lU 

-1 

i 

236 

12-50 

9 

Buffalo 

31 

^5 

76 

35 

Uo 

0 

12S 

92.5O 

7 

Chicago 

137 

1H2 

329 

26s 

7 

3  1248 

50.  CO 

31 

Cincinnati 

16 

31 

k7 

24 

3 

3 

172 

15.00 

1 

Cleveland 

12 

^7 

59 

60 

13 

0 

232 

2.50 

11 

Columbus 

26 

25 

51 

16 

21 

0 

lSk 

12.50 

- 

Denver 

16 

It 

20 

0 

0 

76 

_ 

- 

Detroit 

26 

30 

56 

5S 

9 

200 

15.00 

2 

Erie 

•f 

1 

- 

- 

Fort  worth 

10 

lk 

U3 

0 

1 

56 

- 

Harrisburg 

0 

"~X  2 

O 

3 

0 

0 

8 

- 

Houston 

3 

9 

12 

37 

0 

0 

Ug 

1 

Indianapolis 

,7 

k2 

19 

26 

20 

0 

0 

10U 

_ 

2 

Kansas  City 

30 

72 

H6 

k 

0 

276 

7.50 

2 

Los  Angeles 

0 

5 

5 

3 

c 

16 

2.50 

- 

Menrphi  s 

5 

26 

31 

27 

26 

0 

120 

ad 

19 

Milwaukee 

lk 

11 

25 

53 

1 

0 

96 

2.50 

1 

Minneapolis 

50 

7 

57 

6g 

0 

0 

22g 

_ 

k 

ITerr  Haven 

13 

21 

3^ 

7 

0 

12S 

7.50 

6 

Her;  Orleans 

16 
H92 

135 

151 

50 

115 

5 

560 

27.50 

18 

ITev/  York 

33S 

S30 

3U3 

95 

c  2552 

U92.50 

15 

Forfolk 

-» 

Hi 

Ug 

23 

6 

7 

188 

2.50 

1 

Omaha 

ko 

10 

50 

3^ 

1 

0 

lSk 

- 

Philadelphia, 

18 

50 

6g 

231 

k 

0 

2kS 

15. CO 

1 

Pittsburgh 

13 

98 

ill  ' 

11H 

15 

1 

kok 

17.50 

10 

Portland 

10 

3^ 

Ug 

1 

0 

isk 

.  5 .00. 

.    .  1 

Salt  Lake  City 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

San  Antonio 

6 

S 

lU 

0 

0 

52 

2.50 

San  Francisco 

2 

2 

)l 

2 

0 

0 

g 

5.60 

St .Louis 

33 

217 

250 

109 

169 

3 

972 

22 .50 

2k 

Tasking ton  ' 

13 

u5  ' 

5$ 

39 

16 

0 

228 

7.50 

1 

"iTichita 

10 

Wilkes-Barre 

0 

A. 

■) 

r- 

2.R0 

TOTAL 

1169 

1581 

2750 

1S79 

5  go 

2k  $q6bg$S27.50  $159 

■  PECAPI  TUL.IT  I.0!T 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Fruit  Inspections.'...  H69 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections  1~S1 
Grand  Total  G/L.  and  L  -C .L  . Inspections  .  . .    ?7rC ; 


Inspections  for  Carriers  5^0 
Declined  for  lack  of  time  2k 
Total  Fees  Assessed  $10,757. 


*'Total  Fees  Assessed  includes  $52. 


0  for  r 


roect 


!.'s  of  mixed  cars . 
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INSPECT  10  ITS  FOR  NAVY  AND  KARIEE  CORPS  DURING-  JANUARY.  TQ?U. 

K-Navy 
Mr*  Marine 
uorpo 

ALL  FiG-URES  III  THESE  COLULETS  REMESE#T  POcPEDS 

Fruits  and 
PASSED 

Fruits  and 
.  REJECTED 

TOTAL 
QUALITY 
j  INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply  . 
with  speci- 
fications 

Iter.s 
Dilied 
short- 
height 

STATIONS 

I-j  hi 

N  M 

N                 M  j  IT  M 

N  U 

BOSTON 

82288 

Q7nP 

720 

u 

1 

8300S  120 

9702  0 

0 

U 

NEW  YORK 

i  771 

77i  p; 

1             1  fin 

350829 

1SH821 

•  639 

12 

1  9 

NORFOLK 

I673526 

193772 

I86730U 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 



178SSO 

i  ' 

2175 

1G1055 

lU'J18^ 

320 

"^0 

i 

!  0 

u 

SAN  DIEGO 

27S6lb 

87?Uo 

;  2796  ; 

■  ii* 

281U12 

917-^7 



136 

16 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

10U630 

2U216 

<* 

0 

0 

SAil  PEDRO 

.  126609 

.  1^50 

128059 

llo7 

0 

VALLEJO 

IH5US5 

180TL 

1  1 

13  ^9  ■ \ 

219S 

■  -' 

15903** 

20226 

85S 

108 

j 

0 

0 

'29399^3 

^06029 

239599 

1US92 

31795^7 

320921 

3290 

166 

0 

0 

NEV7  YORK 
NORFOLK 

INSPECTIONS  1 

--1ADE  pop,  shipp: 

[HO  BOARD 

0 
0 

2U750 
klk02 

v0 

0 

2U750 

*&*K)2 

i  300 
500 

TOTALS 

'66152 

0 

-  66152 

8GQ.  ,_. 

'0  

'In.  addition  to  the  above  the  New  York  office  inspected  97?oU6  Ids,  of 
fruit,  277,563  lbs»  of  vegetables, with    rejections  of  11,812  lbs.  for  the 
United  States  Line;  and  15,991  lbs.  of  fruits,  6l,C0l  lbs.  of  vegetables,  witfc 
560  lbs*  rejections  for  the  Munson  Line  * 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  and  accepted  3»^75  -~os»  bread  and 
390  lbs.  butter  for  the  Navy  during  January  » 

27 1 355  lhs«  of  bread  were  inspected  and  accepted  by  the  Vallejo  office. 
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STANDARD I Z ATIQIf  WORK . 


Id.     GRADES  FOR  SCALLOP  SQUASH. 

Since  going  to  Florida,  Mr.  Conklin  has  teen  investigating  the  possi- 
bility of  standard  grades  for  scallop  squash.     A  letter  of  February  1  on  this 
subject  fo lions: 

"I  am  enclosing  a  set  of  tentative  specifications  for  grades  for  scallop 
squash.     The  early  scallop  squash  was  practically  all  shipped  from  Lee  and 
Manatee  counties,  when  I  arrived  in  those  districts,  so  my  investigations  were 
limited. 

"This  crop  is  one  that  usually  sells  at  low  prices,  and  there  ordinarily 
are  times  in  the  season  when  the  price  gets  so  low  that  it  does  not  pay  to 
ship  at  all.     For  this  reason,  I  believe  that  one  good  commercial  grade  is 
sufficient  and  stock  which  is  not  good  enough  to  meet  this  grade  can  be  dis- 
carded at  slight  expense.    The  second  grade  should  be  merely  culls* 

"Florida  shippers  at  present  pack  either  one  or  two  grades,  based  almost 
entirely  on  size.     If  two  grades  are  packed,  the  fancy  consists  of  squash  be- 
tween about  k  and  8  inches  in  diameter,  and  choice  stock  under  or  over  these 
sizes.     The  sizes  vary  with  shippers  and  with  lots  of  squash.     Shippers  intend 
that  squash  packed  under  either  of  these  two  grades  shall  be  clean,  young  and 
tender,  fairly  well  shaped,  and  free  of  mechanical  injuries;  however,  a  large 
part  is  farmer-packed  and  many  lots  inspected  fell  far  below  the  ideals  of  the 
particular  shippers.    One  of  the  chief  troubles  with  squash  is  decay  in  transit, 
a  large  part  of  which  starts  in  the  scalloped  edges  that  have  been  badly 
bruised  by  rough  handling.    Many  packed  lots  were  noted  with  the  edges  badly 
bruised,  and  one  lot  showed  heavy  C-rey  Mold  after  being  packed  and  left  in  the 
packing  house  from  Saturday  to  Monday. 

"The  principal  things  to  consider  in  grades  for  scallop  squash  are  shape, 
color,  tenderness,  and  mechanical  injuries.    Jug  shapes,  inverted  hat  shapes, 
and  plain-edged  flat  types  are  common  and  undesirable.     The  Wo.  1  stock  should 
have  a  typical  flat  shape,  be  fairly  round,  and  have  a  scalloped  edge.  Squash 
often  has  a  dirty,  greenish,  dull  color,  which  is  undesirable  and  should  not 
be  allowable  in  Wo.  1  grade.    Young  and  tender  squash,  which  has  the  seeds  only 
partially  developed,  and  which  has  not  yet  developed  a  pithy  pulp  or  tough 
skin,  is  desired  for  Wo.  1  grade.     Stock  with  full-developed  seeds  and  a  hard 
skin  'is  practically  worthless  for  eating  purposes.    Packers  are  very  careless 
in  handling  squash  and  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  bruised,  discolored  edges 
invariably  result  in  decay.     This  item  is  given  the  least  attention  by  the 
shippers  and  growers  in  their  grading,  and  I  believe  is  about  the  most  important 
one. 

"Scallop  squash  is  wrapped  and  packed  in  standard  crates.     It  is  usually 
fairly  uniformly  sized  in  packages,  but  the  size  or  count  is  not  marked  on  the 
crate.     It  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  count  marked,  although  minimum  size 
would  be  a  fair  substitute.     Count  is  better  than  size,  as  often  large  stock  is 
more  undesirable  than  small  and  a  minimum  size  would  not  indicate  all  the  needs 
information.     A  statement  of  maximum  size  is  not  satisfactory  either  as  this 
would  allow  the  packing  of  'nubbins'  about  3  inches  in  diameter,  which  are 
generally  discounted. 11 


Zi, 
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2d.     CELERY  GRADES  REVISED. 

The  tolerance  provided  in  the  U.  S.  celery  grades  has  been  found  im- 
practicable, especially  under  Florida  conditions,  and  it  has  been  decided  to 
do  away  \7ith  the  provision  that  !fnot  more  than  one  half  of  the  total  tolerance 
should  be  permitted  for  any  one  defect,"  and  substitute  a  flat  10$  tolerance 
but  not  more  than  2$  to  be  permitted  for  decay.    Mr.  Conklin  reports  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Sanford  district,  and  that  a  full  10% 
tolerance  is  necessary  to  allow  for  the  mistakes  which  occur  in  removing 
certain  minor  defects  such  as  stalks  showing  a  certain  amount  of  pithiness. 

A  copy  of  the  revised  grades  for  celery  is  being  sent  with  this 
Division  Letter  to  each  Inspector.    All  copies  of  the  old  grades  should  be 
destroyed.    The  best  safeguard  would  be  to  write  immediately  the  word  "REVISED11 
across  the  upper  right  corner  of  the  new  sheet. 

Particular  attention  should  be  given  to  the  changes*  You  will  note  that 
the  new  tolerance  provides  that  not  more  than  10$  of  any  lot  may  be  below  the 
requirements  of  the  grade,  with  a  limitation  of  2$  on  the  amount  of  decay. 

3d.     OTHER  FACTORS  FOR  CELERY  GRADES. 

For  the  information  of  interested  employees,  there  is  copied  below  a 
letter  of  February  9  from  E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  whose  headquarters  are  at  OrlandJ 
Fla.    In  this  communication,  Mr.  Conklin  discusses  other  points  which  may  at 
some  time  be  incorporated  in  the  celery  grades.    The  letter  is  published  now, 
to  obtain  any  reaction  from  men  in  the  field,  r/ho  may  have  further  suggestions 
on  these  points.    Hone  of  these  features  will  be  included  in  the  grades  for 
celery,  without  definite  notice  of  such  revision  being  made: 

"Besides  the  question  of  tolerance  in  the  celery  grades,  which  needs 
immediate  attention,  there  are  other  things  which  deserve  study.    After  your 
letter  of  Feb.  1,  regarding  blanching,  heart  formation,  and  length  of  rib  (or 
edible  branch),  as  affecting  grade,  I  have  given  these  things  especial 
attention  in  the  Sanford  district, 

"It  seems  desirable  that  we  have  some  blanching  specification  in  the 
grades.     There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  interpretation,  but 
growers  and  shippers  generally  seem  to  think  that  the  grade  would  be  more 
valuable  with  a  blanching  requirement,    I  would  suggest  that  we  add  1  fairly 
well  blanched.1    This  would  have  eliminated  from  U.  S.  No.  1  this  past  week 
several  cars  which  had  a  definite  green  color.     The  greenness  I  found  was  be- 
cause the  stalks  had  been  under  the  paper  for  only  a  week,  all  of  which  was 
cool  weather.     The  grower  knew  the  stock  was  green,  but  shipped  it  in  that 
shape  because  his  field  was  showing  a  heavy  tendency  to  Pink  Rot,    Such  stock 
is  never  desirable  as  first  class,  and  no  hardship  would  be  caused  by  placing 
it  out  of  grade.    On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  impossible  to  require  that 
stock  be  well  blanched.    A  large  part  of  the  Florida  stock  has  a  light 
greenish  cast,  and  this  week  I  saw  very  few  lots  which  could  be  called  well 
blanched.    Fairly  well  blanched,  I  believe,  should  include  two  types  of  cars: 
First,  cars  showing  a  quite  uniform  condition,  of  practically  all  stalks 
fairly  well  blanched.     Second,  cars  showing  most  stalks  well  blanched  and  a 
few  sports  poorlyblanched  and  vzith  green  hearts.     Eoth       these  two  la.tter 
types  of  cars  are  very  common  and  are  satisfactory,  if  the  percentage  of  green 
sports  is  not  too  high.     I  would  suggest  that  a  separate  tolerance  of  10fj  for 
blanching  be  made.     The  inspectors  at  present  are  shoeing  on  the  certificates 
the  percentage  of  green  hearts  found  in  each  car. 
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"There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  among  the  shippers  about 
placing  on  the  certificate  a  statement  of  heart  formation  and  length  of 
edible  branch,    Mr,  Rupert,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  inspection  work  in  the 
Sanford  district,  will  start  a  system  next  week  that  should  give  us  some 
definite  information  regarding  these  things.    The  inspectors  will  include  in 
their  notes  a  statement  as  to  heart  formation,  whether  good,  fair,  or  poor, 
and  a  statement  as  to  length  of  edible  branch  in  inches.    This  information 
will  not  at  present  be  placed  on  the  certificate,  but  will  be  phoned  each  day 
to  the  shippers  in  connection  with  a  statement  as  to  grade,  which  they  are 
now  receiving  over  the  phone.    Probably  it  will  be  possible  to  add  these 
things  to  the  certificate  within  a  week  or  so* 

"V/e  are  finding  that  the  French  Strain  has  a  rib  length  (or  length  of 
edible  branch)  of  8-12,  mostly  10-12,  inches;  a  branch  length  of  30-33  inches, 
and  a  fair  to  poor  heart  formation, 

"The  various  strains  of  Golden  Heart,  such  as  Special,  Pearly  White, 
Abbot  &  Cobb,  Meisch  Special,  and  others,  vary  considerably  in  different  fields. 
At  present,  stock  generally  is  showing  good  branch  length,  good  rib  length, 
and  fair  to  good    (mostly  good)  heart  formation.    Growers,  however,  advise 
that,  as  the  season  advances,  the  rib  length  will  decrease.    VJe  find  that  a 
desirable  branch  length  is  about  22-2*4-  inches.    A  desirable  rib  length  is  about 
5-7  inches;  J>-k  inches  is  short  and  8-10  is  long.    These  ranges  are  commonly 
found  in  cars  that  might  be  classed  short,  medium  and  long'  rib-length 
respectively,  and  if  we  were  to  add  a  'rib  length'  classification  to  our  grades, 
these  are  about  the  proper  places  to  draw  the  lines.    However,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  set  any  classes  without  watching  them  throughout  a  season,  as 
some  growers  believe  that  the  medium  class  should  be  about  4J-7  inches*  or 
k  3/^-7  inches  to  take  care  of  the  general  tendency  to  shortness  late  in  the 
season.    After  we  have  notes  cn  several  hundred  cars  as  to  length  of  edible 
branch,  I  believe  we  will  be  in  shape  to  add  this  to  the  grade,  if  it  seems 
desirable  at  that  time, 

"As  regards  sizing,  in  working  with  the  inspectors  this  past  week  I  have 
noted  considerable  variation  in  the  sizing.    Some  lots  had  the  correct  count, 
but  were  of  irregular  size  in  crates.    Unless  extremely  irregular,  I  believe 
that  uniformity  of  size  is  a  small  item.    Inspectors1  notes  show  that  many 
crates  have  incorrect  count,  but  the  count  ordinarly  is  not  more  than  2-3  ovti, 
except  the  10  size,  which  runs  very  irregular.     Some  growers  pack  an 
indefinite  number  of  stalks  in  the  10's,  sometimes  as  many  as  200.  'This 
practice  is  undesirable,  and,  where  noted  by  the  inspectors,  growers  are  ad- 
vised to  mark  such  packs  with  an  'X1  rather  than  a  size.    It  is  impossible  to 
know  just  how  often  the  10  pack  is  off  count,  as  the  inspectors  ordinarily  do 
not  inspect  this  size.    Of  course,  they  make  a  notation  to  the  effect  that  the 
10 's  are  not  inspected,  when  this  is  the  case." 

Ud.    BARRELED  APPLE  GRADES  III  K&7  YORK  STATE. 

A  bill  recently  presented  in  both  branches  of  the  Hew  York  Legislature 
makes  permissive  in  that  State  the  use  of  the  Federal  grades  for  barreled 
apples,    Mr,  Samson  discussed  this  matter  with  growers  and  representatives  of 
the  New  York  Dept.  of  Farms  and  Markets  at  the  January  17  meeting  of  the 
State  Horticultural  Society, 

H.  V/t  SAMSON, 

Specialist  in  Standardization, 
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NEWS  FROl/i  FLORIDA; 

The  following  itens  were  received  after  preceding  pages  of  the  Division 
Letter  had  been  mimeo graphed.    They  form  a  supplement  to  the  Inspection  Service 
section5  and  are  numbered  in  sequence  accordingly: 


8c .    HSVISSD  LIST  OF  EAST  CQaST  SHIPPERS, 

A  revised  list  of  East  Coast  shippers  who  ar 
service  on  tomatoes  has  been  received  from  w,  V,  St 


Shipper 
Applegate,  R»  0, 
Fla*  East  Growers  Assn., 

(W.  H,  Cauley) 
Chase  &  Co, 
Chase  &  Co. 
Chase  &  Co, 

Euffalo  Vegetable  Marketing  Co, 

Buffalo  Vegetable  Marketing  Co, 

Hardee  &  Gentile 

Hardee  &  Gentile 

Silver  Palm  Truckers  Assn, 

Hinman  Bros* 

Kerr,  H.  R, 

Lee,  V,r*  E,  &  Co,  Inc. 
Roskey,  F,  a, 

Royal  Palm  Truckers  Assn* 
C*  A*  Williams  &  Sons, 


Shipping  Point 
PrincetQn,Fla* 
Goulds,  Fla. 

Goulds,  Fla* 
Perrine,  Fla, 
Homestead,  Fla, 
Naranja,  Fla. 
Rockdale,  Fla, 
Homestead,  Fla, 
Goulds,  Fla. 
Naranja,  Fla* 
Princeton, El a. 
Perrine,  Fla, 

Black  Point,  Fla, 
Homestead,  Fla* 

Homestead,  Fla, 
Modello,  Fla* 


e  using  the  inspection 
ephens,  at  Homestead: 
Brand. 

Wm,  Perm. 

Tiger  Brand, 

Globe  Brand 

Spade  Brand 

Terrapin 

Club  Brand 

Dades  Delight 

Straight  Mark 

Liberty  Bell 

Circle  H( Sub-Rosa) 

Silver  Palm 

U-Like 

Kerr  Mark 

(Blue  Goose) 

Superior 

Tiger  (not  inspected) 
Rose  (Inspected) 
Royal  Palm 
High  Tide 


9c 


SULTRY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AT  FLORIDA  SHIPPING  POINTS. 

Inspections  made  during  the  period  Jan,  l6  to  31  ^ere  as  follows: 


Section 


Auburndal e 
Clearwat er 
Fort  Myers 
Garfield. , 
Homestead. 
Hillarney, 
Leesburg. . 
Orlando . . . 
Palmetto. . 
Plant  City 
Sanford. . . 
Winter  Garden 
winter  Park. 
Total. 


ITS  • 


Product; 


^5 
77 
75 
32 
ill 

5 

3 

19 

289 
29 

211 
20 
1 


Cars  t 
1Q0 


59 
2S 


Grapefruit  

Oranges  

Mixed  Citrus .... 

Tangerines  ***.>•   5- 

Total 

Celery   H6l 


282 


917 


Tomaboes  

Mixed  Vegetables 

Cabbage  

Peppers  , 

Lettuce. ........ 

Romaine    

Total 

GRAKD  TOTaL 


111 

17 

12 
8 
2 


635. 


917 


In  the  Division  Letter  for  January  31,  Par.  3C>  inspections  for  the 
period  November  12  to  January  15  were  tabulated-.    Total  to  January  15  ^as  1|^28 
By  adding  the  917  cars  inspected  from  January  16  to  31,  the  grand  total  is 
2,3^5  cars  to  end  of  January, 


News  Items  about  Florida  men  will  be  found  among  the  Office  Notes 

on  succeeding  pages. 


OFFICE  tiOTZS: 


Washing ton's  Birthday,  February  22,  will  be  observed  as  a  holiday  in 
all  offices. 

R.  ft.  Bals'ter,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspections  in  Omaha  for 
the  past  few  months  and  who  was  in  charge  of  that  work  during  Mr.  Westgate's 
absence  on  shipping -point  inspections,  will  return  to  Chica  ;o  within  the 
next  few  days,  making  that  city  his  future  headquarters, 

G.  A.  Weilbrenner,  a  member  of  the  last  training  class  in  Chicago,  has 
tendered  his  resignation,  effective  February  IS,    Please  cancel  Mr, 
Weilbrenner ' s  name  from  your  list  of  Inspectors  and  insert  Mr.  Balster's 
name  under  Chicago, 

H,  A.  Spilman  returned  from  his  southern  trip  last  Sunday,  and  on 
Monday  went  to  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J",,  where  a  test  was  made  in  the  loading  of 
three-quarter  bushel  baskets  on  trucks. 

J.  Vvm.  Park  has  now  reported  for  duty  in  Washington,  having  recently 
come  from  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.    Frank  M,  Patton  also  returned  last  week  from 
his  recent  trip  to  the  South  and  Middle  'Vest, 

Eight  cars  of  onions  were  inspected  at  i.'cGuffey,  Ohio,  last  week  by 
S.  N,  Green,  of  the  Cleveland  office,    Mr,  Green  also,  assisted  with  the  re- 
inspection  of  a  car  of  cabbage  at  Columbus. 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  cooperative  inspector  at  Monte  Vista,  Colo,,  advises 
that  shipments  have  fallen  off  rapidly  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.    Shippers  are 
reluctant  to  forward  potatoes  on  the  present  market  outlook,  and  part  of 
their  time  was  devoted  to  a  local  stock  show  at  Monte  Vista. 

F.  A,  Powell  states  that  he  has  been  able  to  inspect  every  car  of 
potatoes  which  has  been  shipped  from  Eagle,  Colo.,  this  season.    Other  in- 
spectors in  the  West  Slope  territory  are  getting  a  large  percentage  of  the 
shipments* 

Cooperative  inspection  service  is  being  received  with  increasing  favor 
in  the  Delta  district  of  Colorado,  according  to  advices  from  G.  W.  Dyer, 
inspector.    The  service  has  been  adopted  by  many  of  the  largest  shippers. 

During  January,  the  Colorado  inspectors  examined  and  certified  1,3^9 
cars,  mostly  potatoes,  onions  and  apples.     This  is  ICO  cars  more  than  it  had 
been  estimated  vrouid  be  inspected  that  month. 

0.  77.  Hauck  has  gone  from  Kew  York  City  to  Boston,  in  his  study  of  the 
terminal  market  auction  companies, 

Denver  receivers  are  using  the  inspection  service  in  that  city  more  ex- 
tensively than  during  any  previous  year.    Recent  inspections  by  Paul  A,  Cauble 
covered  cars  of  apples,  oranges,  Spanish  onions,  grapefruit,  and  bananas. 
Most  of  this  work  has  been  on  cars  which  were  not  inspected  at  shipping  point. 


so 


Division  -Letter.  February  lUf  192U. 


OFFICES  NOTE 5;  (Continued) 

Judgment    has  "been  rendered  "by  Justice  Bourquin  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  of  Montana  in  the  excess  wool  profits  case  against  Win*.  Rea,  Jr 
which  was  tried  at  Billings,  Montana,  on  October  Jfl  last.    Judgment  was  in 
favor  of  the  Government  in  the  amount  of  $510,25  with  interest.    This  Depart 
ment  was  represented  "by  J,  S,  Bohannan  of  the  Solicitor's  office  and  H#V# 
De  Mott,  auditor  of  the  Domestic  Woql  Section,  as  witness. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Michigan  Potato  Producers1  Association,  held  on 
February  5  during  Farmers1  Week  at  East  Lansing,  Mich,,  P,  Bt  Shoemaker,  of 
our  Grand  Papids  office,  gave  a  talk  on  lessons  learned  from  market  reports, 

George  A,  DeHaven,  who  has  been  doing  inspection  work  around  Palmetto 
Fla«,  was  transferred  recently  to  Sanford,  where  he  will  assist  P,  Dt  Rupert 
He  stopped  at  the  Orlando  office  en  route. 

S,       Russell  has  been  sent  to  Palmetto  to  assist  Nathaniel  Fa.rnworth 
with  inspections  in  that  district,    Mr,  Russell  had  been  stationed  at  Plant 
City. 

A,  E,  Mercker  is  spending  the  latter  part  of  this  week  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Florida,  conferring  with  W,  V,  Stephens,  Supervising  Inspector  in 
Charge  at  Homestead,  and  interviewing  shippers  in  that  section. 

The  residence  telephone  number  of  B,  H,  Rowell,  Inspector  at  Indian- 
apolis, is  Lincoln  k2hSt     Insert  this  on  your  list  of  Inspectors  and  their 
addresses. 
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la.     IMPERIAL  VALLEY  LETTUCE  SITUATION. 

In  a  letter  of  February  15  to  the  Agricultural  Statistician  at 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  C.  E,  Schultz  described  the  Imperial  Valley  lettuce 
situation  as  follows: 

"The  market  is  a  little  stronger,  as  you  may  note  by  reading  any  of  the 
recent  bulletins  from  this  office.     This  fact  has  stimulated  the  cutting  of 
some  stock  which  might  otherwise  have  been  allowed  to  waste.    Weather  condi- 
tions have  been  more  favorable  the  past  two  weeks  and  sizes  are  running 
slightly  larger,  although  the  majority  of  the  stock  shipped  is  still  heavy  to 
five  dozens. 

"Shipments  from  the  Valley  to  date  are  around  1,200  cars  ahead  of  last 
year  at  this  time,    Last  season  nearly  5>000  cars  were  moved  out  of  the  Valley 
after  this  date,     It  is  a  little  doubtful  if  that  amount  can  again  be  shipped 
this  season,  but  more  operators  are  beginning  to  realize  that  between  8,000 
and  9»000  cars  is  nearer  the  possible  output  this  season  than  the  6,000  cars 
that  were  generally  talked  a  month  ago.    With  continued  favorable  weather,  I 
think  most  conservative  shippers  will  agree  that  9*000  cars  would  be  possible, 
but  hot  weather  during  the  next  60  days  might  cut  this  estimate  to  8,000  cars 
or  even  less.     In  view  of  these  two  possibilities,  my  personal  estimate  would 
be  close  to  8,500  cars  for  this  season's  final  shipments. 

"Later  plantings  are  evidently  going  to  yield  better  than  the  early 
acreage  did  and  certainly  better  than  was  anticipated  at  the  time  that  we  were 
having  regular  nightly  frosts  during  nearly  the  entire  month  of  January. 

"The  quality  of  stock  shipped  from  the  Valley  during  the  last  month  has 
been  considerably  below  past  standards  because  of  the  large  percentage  of  frost 
damage  to  the  leaves.    Much  stock  has  had  to  be  trimmed  very  close  and  this  has 
tended  to  reduce  the  size  somewhat.    Recent  warmer  weather  has  improved  the 
quality,  although  some  stock  is  now  being  culled  because  of  bursted  heads  and 
a  slight  loosening  of  some  of  the  younger  heads.    Most  stock,  however,  is 
fairly  firm  to  firm, 

"Trie  low  grade  of  the  lettuce  has  caused  fewer  shippers  to  ask  for  the 
shipping-point  inspection  recently  because  of  the  limited  about  of  stock  which 
would  pass  the  U,  S.  No.  1  grade  requirements.    Many  shippers  do  not  think  it 
worth  the  expense  to  have  a  certificate  on  a  car,  unless  it  can  show  up  to 
grade, 

"I  hear  estimates  on  the  covered  cantaloupe  acreage  varying  from  18,000 
to  as  high  as  23,000,    The  uncovered  cantaloupe  acreage  is  now  being  planted, 
so  that  no  definite  data  of  any  dependable  nature  is  available.    The  whole 
subject  is  uncertain  because  of  the  Jap  situation." 

(Page  81) 
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lb,    wise:;      Cafsags  smsc^i  nearly  cci/Ipljpld, 

In  a  letter  of  February  15,  I,  E,  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  presented 
the  following  facts  regarding  Wisconsin  cabbagei 

Chicago  dealers  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  fti^consin  cabbage  move- 
ment is  practically  at  an  end.    Estimates  of  the  amount  of  the  crop  vet  on 
hand  vary  from  100  to  I5Q  cars.    Straggling  shipments  are  expected  until  the 
middle  of  March,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  they  will  "be  of  sufficient  volume 
to  influence  the  market, 

General  quality  of  Wisconsin  cabbage  has  not  been  up  to  normal,  --ost 
of  the  stock  arriving  in  mid-February  Fas  of  poor  or  only  fair  quality  and 
usually  over-ripe i    Much  of  the  cabbage  is  larger  than  the  trade  desires,  and 
it  has  been  found  that  these  large  heads  turn  white  more  quickly  than  medium 
or  small  ones,  and  therefore  decline"  in  value,    A  few  cars  of  New  York  stock 
have  been  offered  for  sale,  and  its  superiority  over  Wisconsin  stock  was 
pronounced.! 

Some  "Chicago  operators  who  "buy  their  supplies  in  the  Apple  ton  and  Racine 
district  each  year  say  that  the  growers  generally  underestimated  the  produc- 
tion and  that  many  of  the  large  fields  yielded  at  least  &$>  more  cabbage  than 
the  owners    had  expected  up  to  cutting  time.    Probably  the  crop  was  somewhat 
heavier  than  officially  estimated,  hut  not  enough  to  make  a  great  difference 
in  the  total  production  of  all  late  cabbage  States, 

While  there  have  been  a  few  brief  periods  when  the  market  advanced 
sharply,  as  a  rule  jobbing  prices  have  been  lower  than  dealers  anticipated 
and  very  little  money  has  been  made  out  of  the  deal.     In  fact,  some  dealers 
who  bought  late  in  the  season  may  have  lost  money,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  high  prices  to  the  frrmers,  ranging  up  to  $20  per  ton,    As  the  shrinkage 
of  cabbage  is  heavy,  it  would  seen  that  such  purchasers  netted  a  loss,  con- 
sidering that  the  l\o,b,  market  has  ranged  from         to  £30  most  of  the  season. 
Severe  competition  from  Florida  stock  has  been  an  important  factor  in  bearing 
the  Chicago  market,  and  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  February  Texas  stock 
has  been  prominent, 

2b,     -         A?;Jl  PUBLICITY  TJ  PHTIH, 

In  the  following  letter  of  February  15,  John  D4  Snow,  of  the  Denver 
Office,   tells  of  the  success  with  which  he  is  meeting  in  having  the  morning 
newspaper  publish  his  daily  market  report: 

"-s  I  have  stated  in  previous  "letters,  the  newspapers  and  the  Associated 
Press  are  taking  hold  of  our  stuff  in  good  shape,     -he  enclosed  proof  will 
indicate  the  manner  in  which  the  Rocky  Mountain  Hews  is  endeavoring  to  use 
our  information  as  a  circulation  builder  in  the  farming  sections. 

"-he  Hews  at  present  is  the  only  paper  using  our  report  daily  and 
they  are  therefore  endeavoring  to  capitalize;  this  fact  by  boosting  their 
country  circulation,     I  told  the  financial  editor  that  there  certainly  was 
no  objection  to  this,  inasmuch  as  they  are  doing  their  own  soliciting  and 
the  same  information  has  been  offered  to  the  other  Denver  papers % 


Div i s ion  .L et t er  ,  February  21 ,  I92H 


"It  is  my  pi  an  eventually  to  utilize  the  afternoon  papers  rather  than 
the  morning  paper  and  thereby  get  the  information  to  their  subscribers  more 
promptly  than  at  present*    however,  I  find  that  it  takes  time  and  considerable 
work  in  getting  up  the  information  in  a  manner  which  the  papers  will  handle 
readily,     I  feel  sure  that  they  will  all  use  the  information  later,  es- 
pecially when  the  lettuce  season  gets  under  way  and  the  Colorado  fruits  begin 
to  move  to  market." 

The  ''proof"  to  which  Mr*  Snow  refers  is  a  copy  of  galley  proof  of  his 
daily  market  report  for  February  12,  as  it  was  printed  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Hews*    The  report  covers  potatoes,  apples,  cabba,ge  and  onions  in  a  concise  way. 
giving  the  shipments,  the  Denver  market,  a  few  other  city  markets,  and  f »o*b* 
information*     It  occupies  fully  12  inches  of  one  column*    On  the  same  slip.,, 
used  for  advertising  purposes,  the  newspaper  has  printed  in  large  attractive 
type  the  following  words: 

"A  new  feature  of  interest  to  ALL  FARMiSRS  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Re- 
gion-   It  will  run  daily  and  Sunday  in  The  Rocky  Mountain  News,  Denver's 
only  morning  newspaper-,     This  new  feature  will  appear  in  the  financial 
columns  each  day,  adding  to  these  already  popular  pages «    Our  Financial 
Pages  are  acknowledged  to  be  superior  to  any  in  the  West,    You  cannot 
afford  to  be  without  The  Rocky  Mountain  News*    Don't  forget  the  new  post- 
office  ruling,  giving  newspapers  first  class  delivery.    This  is  a  big 
thing  for  the  farmer  reading  a  morning  paper,  as  in  nearly  all  cases  he 
gets  his  paper  the  same  day  it  is  printed." 

3b .     ARRIVALS  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY, 

The  Hew  York  office,  under  date  of  February  15?  issued  an  interesting 
and  very  useful  tabulation  of  receipts  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  that  market, 
during  the  calendar  year  1923*    The  first  page  lists  the  arrivals  of  ~J2 
different  products  by  months,  giving  the  total  for  the  year  and  a  compara- 
tive total  for  1922  on  the  leading  products a     Grand  total  arrivals  of  the  12 
f rait 3  and  vegetables,  including  l,c*I»  receipts  reduced  to  equivalent  carloac1 
were  15^,012  cars,    Succeeding  pages  give  separate  tables  for  28  important 
products,  showing  the  monthly  arrivals  by  originating  Stat_es_*    At  the  bottom 
of  most  of  these  tables  comparative  monthly  totals  are  given  for  the  preceding 
four  years*     Copies  of  this  special  release  can  be  secured  from  0,  D,  Miller, 
New  York, 

5b  •     IN  "  CROPS  MP  MARKETS"   FOR  FEBRUARY  lb : 

Page  101  -  Special  paragraphs  on  Rutabagas  and  Carrots  in  weekly  review, 
IC3  -  Wisconsin  Potato  Situation,  -  by  Mr,  Mosier, 

-  Potatoes  Steady  in  Red  River  Valley,  -  by  Mr*  Park. 

-  Small  Returns  from  Low-Grade  Produce,-  From  "Marketing  Activities.1, 
106  -  Florida  Products,  Week  Ending  Feb,  9  (end  of  weekly  review). 

5b .     LETTUCE  ADDED  TO  UNLOAD  COMLDDITIES . 

All  unload  reports  from  stations  now  sccurir.g  those  statistics  should 
include  LETTUCE  in  the  future.    These  additional  data  arc  desired  from 
January  1,  1925.     It  is  believed  that  practically  all  offices  already  have 
this  information  on  file  and  can  send  January  figures  to  Washington  immediat el;.. 

E,  W,  STILLWELL, 

Note  Par.  6b  on  another  page.  Specialist  in  Market  News,, 
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j  II'SrPCTIQh  SigtViCE  i 

1  c •    PXPPhSPS  jjCip^lT  r:'G  ThS?EC?IQZTS  AT  k/XK'^S  . 

Head  carefully  Par*  2c  in  Division  Letter  of  January  10  on  condition 
of  inspection  funds*    Please  pay  particular  attention  to  the  portion  of  this 
article  governing  procedure  when  expenses  of  the  Inspector  are  paid  in  cash 
to  the  Inspector,    Observe  that  no  notation  should  be  made  of  expenses  either 
on  the  fee  bill  or  on  the  certificate.    If  such  mention  is  made,  entry  will  be 
made  on  records  in  'Washington  covering  the  amount  which  is  already  paid, 
This  is  not  only  confusing  but  is  likely  to  place  the  Inspector  in  the  position 
of  haying  to  explain  receipt  of  expense  money  by  him,  when  the  records  show  a 
Charge  was  made  against  the  Department..   Transportation  Requests  should  never 
be  used  for  such  trips,  for  there  is  no  way  in  which  money  received  by  the 
Department  Can  be  applied  to  travel  expenses*    When  it  is  received  by  the 
Department,  it  must  go  into  Miscellaneous  Receipts  and  the  traveling  expenses 
must  be  paid  from  our  appropriation. 

2c .    SIMM  IIJjpgCTIONS. 

An  opinion  has  been  obtained  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Department, 
P.  W,  Williams,  as  to  the  legality  of  inspections  made  on  Sunday.  The 
Solicitor's  memo r andnia  r eads : - 

"Preference  is  made  to  your  memorandum  of  January  2,  re- 
questing to  be  informed  whether  the  fact  that  an  inspection  under 
the  Pood  Products  Inspection  Law  vras  made  on  Sunday  would  invalidate 
the  certificate  issued  by  the  inspector  or  prevent  its  introduction 
as  evidence  in  the  courts. 

"The  law  provides  that  such  certificates  shall  be  received 
in  all  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  statements  therein  contained,  and  makes  no  reference 
to  the  time  of  issuance-    There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  law  of 
the. United  States  which  could  be  <2onstrued  to  prohibit  such  inspections 
or  the  issiance  of  such  certificates  on  Sunday,  or  any  rule  of  the 
Federal  courts  which  would  prevent  their  introduction  as  evidence. 
Such  certificates  issued  on  Sunday  would  not  appear  to  be  contrary  to  law. 

"However,  the  States  generally  curtail  by  law  the  activities 
of  those  within  their  borders  in  the  pursuit  of  worldly  employment  on 
Sunday,  and  while  State  laws  are  held  not  to  apply  to  federal  officers 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  I 
doubt  the  advisability  of  issuing  food  products  inspection  certificates 
on  the  Sabbath  unless  such  action  is  reasonably  necessary." 

This  memorandum  confirms  the  practice  of  the  Inspection  Service  in  the 
past.    While  no  Inspector  is  required  to  work  on  Sunday,  it  may  be  advisable 
under  certain  circumstances  to  make  an  occasional  inspection  on  that  day. 

3c «     IPSPSCTIOIT  OP  TPXAS  GITIC17S.. 

V/e  are  advised  by  the  Texas  Farm  Bureau  Onion  Growers1  Exchange  that 
the  contract  has  been  signed  with  the  State  for  State-Pederal  inspection  on  all 
onions  handled  by  the  Exchange. 
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hct     ALVTSAgll ifx _ Cf  rig  IttG  EXPENSES  A^D  INSPECTION  PEE  AT  SAi-aE  TIME. 

Mr.  Gardner,  of  our  Pittsburgh  office,  has  called  attention  to  the  ad- 
visability of  collecting  the  inspection  fee  at  the  same  tine  expenses  are 
collected  in  cash  in  connection  wi th  inspection  trips  to  outside  markets.  If 
the  replicant  pays  only  the  expenses  of  the  Inspector  in  cash,  he  is  likely  bo 
feel  that  he  has  paid  the  entire  cost  of  the  inspection  and  may  question  the 
fee  bill  which  is  sent  to  him  later.     If  he  pays  both  at  once,  there  is  no 
possibility  for  such  a  misunderstanding. 

5c,     EREESiki  INJURY  IiJ  CaBBAGE. 

The  following  paragraph  from  a  recent  letter,  written  by  J,  A.  Marks, 
in  charge  of  the  shipping -point  inspection  work  around  Avoca,  H.  Y„,  tells  of 
the  manner  in  which  freezing  injury  of  cabbage  is  handled: 

"On  the  matter  of  freezing  injury  in  cabbage,  will  say  that  we  have  had 
a  ruling  all  season  on  this  point  to  the  effect  that  any  damage  extending  two 
or  three  leaves  into  the  head  should  be  counted  a  defect.     I  have  told  them 
that,  where  one  leaf  was  slimy  or.  badly  injured    and  a  good  many  heads 
affected,  the  stock  was  not  'well  trimmed, '  though  I  felt  that  slight  defects 
or  discoloration  to  the  outer  leaf,  not  affecting  the  appearance  of  the  stock 
materially  nor  apt  to  develop  into  decay,  could  be  disregarded.    However,  a 
head  showing  bad  freezing  injury  to  two  or  more  leaves  of  the  dry,  withered  or 
papery  type  or  one  or  more  of  the  water- soaked  type  of  injury  is  not  'free 
from  damage  from  freezing'  nor  ''veil  trimmed1  and  is  apt  to  show  soft  rot  on 
the  other  end.    Certainly  it  will  be  apt  to  look  a  lot  worse,    Mr,  Conklin,  I 
believe,  used  the  same  interpretation." 

^c  •    ^.INTERESTING  RE1IISPEC1I0N. 

In  the  February  15  issue  of  the  Weekly  News  Letter,  Colorado  Inspection 
Service,  E.  E.  LicKune  relates  the  following  interesting  case  of  reinspection: 

"On  Monday  of  this  week,  a  car  of  Peoples  Russet  potatoes  was  inspected 
in  the  Denver  yards  in  the  presence  of  Ur,  Tom  Lytle  of  Montrose,  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Colorado  Potato  Growers'  Exchange,  Mr.  Ben 
Gibson,  Manager  of  the  Colorado  Potato  Growers'  Exchange,  Mr.  Bowser,  Potato 
Salesman  for  the  weyl-Zuckerman  Co.,  Mr.  Cauble  and  myself .     This  car  had  pre- 
viously been  inspected  at  Montrose  by  Mr.  Evans,  Manager  of  the  Montrose 
Cooperative  Association,  Mr.  Loss  (our  inspector  at  that  point)  and  myself. 

"The  re-inspection  was  conducted  for  the  par-oose  of  determining  the 
amount  of  deterioration  of  this  lot  of  potatoes  in  transit.     It  was  found  that 
the  major  cuts  and  bruises  showed  some  deterioration;   this  was  in  the  further 
development  of  wet  and  dry  rot.    The  minor  cuts  and  bruises  showed  very  litt&t 
change.     The  car  in  question  had  been  marked  unclassified  at  shipping  point 
because  of  dry  rot,  sunburn  and  freezing  injury  to  the  amount  of  11  or  12  per 
cent.    The  receiving -point  inspection  showed  the  same  defects  only  to  a 
greater  extent.,  the  average  at  receiving  point  amounting  to  approximately  lk 
to  15  per  ceht. " 

7 c .     SUGGESTION'S  EOF.  REVISION  OF  THE  )l  MJPQOK.  ( Important ) 

A  request  was  published  a  few  weeks  ago  for  suggestions  as  to  items 
which  should  be  considered  in  revising  our  receiving -point  Handbook.    To  date, 
only  one  Inspector  has  replied.    V/hen  our  Handbook  was  revised  the  last  time, 
a  number  of  Inspectors  sent  in  criticisms  after  the  new  form  was  out.     If  you 
have  suggestions,  let  us  ha.ve  them  Wtf* 
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go .     Il'SPhClCh  lid-hloOlkhJ  i,:  ^Cha  STj3jU£E  HQ  Ok. 

Read  the  following  letter  cf  ?eb.  iU  from  Mi*.  Haplee ,  of  Biiffalos 

"On  o'rnuary  2o,  when  the  thermometer  registered  b°  below  zero,  it  was 
my  good  pleasure  to  make  several  inspections  at  the  Roger son  Cold  Storage, 
Le  Hoy,  IT.  f.     I  took  an  early  morning  train  and  charged  be  a  local  at 
Batavia.    The  local  had  no  more  than  started  from  Batavia,  when  the  engine 
broke  down  and  left  the  passengers  marooned  in  a  coach  with  the  temperature 
at  just  the  zero  mark.    Finally $  after  an  hour  and  a  half's  wait,  a  freight 
engine  arrived  from  Attica  and  we  proceeded  upon  our  journey.    On  my  arrival 
at  Le  Hoy,  the  wind  which  had  been  blowing  assumed  a  gale  velocity.  It- 
picked  up  the  snow  and  hurled  it  sc  that,  at  times,  it  was  impossible  to  see, 
even  across  the  street. 

::!he  only  avenue  of  approach  from  the  depot  in  Le  Hoy  to  the  Rpgerson 
Cold  Storage  is  across  a  foot  bridge  on  a  railroad  trestle.     This,  I  navigated 
easily  with  the  wind  to  my  beck,  arrived  at  the  Cold  Storage  and  worked  until 
noon.     I  looked  at  the  thermometer  at  the  side  of  the  Cold  Storage  when  I 
left  for  something  to  eat,  and  saw  that  the  temperature  was  just  2°  above 
zero.    The  wind  was  blowing  harder  than  ever.    I  knew  that  the  bridge  was 
safe,  having  a  good  solid  boardwalk  and  a  substantial  railing  along  the  side; 
so  there  was  no  danger  in  crossing  the  high  bridge.    I  started  out  facing  the 
wind  but  could  net  stand  that,  so  had  to  back  across  the/y'Jrfd  by  the  time  I 
had    arrived  at  the  other  side  I  had  almost  lost  my  breath  and  was  nearly 
frozen.    Alter  dinner,  I  returned  to  the  Cold  storage,  feeling  that  the  day 
had  been  somewhat  beset  with  difficulties,  but  little  did  1  know  that  the 
worst  was  yet  to  come. 

"The  men  at  the  Storage  were  working  short-handed.    The  foreman  showed 
me  where  two  cars  I  was  to  look  at  were  stored  underground,  and  took  me  down 
on  the  elevator.    He  had  shown  me  how  to  operate  the  elevator  and  said,  that, 
alien  I  had  finished  and  wished  to  go  to  the  upper  floors  on  the  remaining  car; 
I  should  run  the  elevator.     I  had  only  aocut  a  half  nour's  work  to  finish  up 
my  inspections  below  ground;  then  was  ready  to  go  to  the  upper  floors.  I 
pulled  at  the  rope  on  the  elevator,--  it  staved  perfectly  motionless  at  the 
bottom.     I  tried  again  and  again  but  without  results.    Finally,  I  looked 
around  for  some  other  means  of  exit,  a  stairway  or  ladder  and  found  — none.1 
I  tried  calling,  but  the  walls  gave  back  only  my  echo,     i  called  down  the 
air  chute,  but  was  answered  by  dead  silence.    I  went  out  near  the  elevator 
shaft  and  sat  down.    There  was  nothing  to  do;  I  was  a  prisoner. 

"I  sat  there  looking  at  the  reeking  walls,  recalling  what  lines  I  could 
from  'The  Prisoner  of  Chill on, 1  and,  as  if  by  mute  irony  to  mane  my  realiza- 
tion more  vivid,  I  saw  the  lights  flicker,  then  -  -  absolute  darkness!.!  I 
got  out  my  flash  light  and,  seated  on  an  upturned  apble  box,  I  waited* 
Fifteen  minutes  went  by;  thirty  minutes  passed;  one  hour  rolled  by;  Dne  horn" 
and  thirty  minutes;  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes.     I  began  to  get  an  un- 
comfortable feeling,  not  only  in  body  but  in  mind.     It  was  Saturday  afternoon. 
That  if  the  foreman  should  not  come  to  my  rescue!     I  might  have  to  camp  here 
until  sometime  next  week.     I  sat  by  the  elevator  cogitating  on  how  I  could, 
with  my  hatchet  and  tools,  cut  the  wire  cage  of  the  elevator  c-?nd  make  an 
attempt  to  'shinny'  up  the  side,  -hen  lo  and  behold!     as  I  sat  there  looking 
at  the  cage,   it  began  slowly  to  move  upward.     I  lost  no  time  in  getting  on  i\ . 


Slowly,  slowly  it  arose  and,  when  it  reached  the  ground  floor,  1  pulled  the 
rope  and  it  stopped,    I  immediately  made  a  bee-line  for  the  foreman  and  told 
him  of  my  plight.    He  said  he  had  just  discovered  that  the  belt  (as  it  had  a 
habit  of  doing)  had  slipped  its  wheel.    He  said  he  thought  about  me,  and 
went  to  look  at  the  shaft  and  saw  that  the  belt  was  off.    He  felt  rather 
chagrined  at  the  affair,  and  helped  me  with  the  remaining  cars  so  that  I 
could  make  the  last  train  out  of  Le  Eoy  that  day.    The  foreman  explained  that, 
only  a  few  days  previously,  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company  had  taken  over 
the  electric  lights  and  power  for  Le  Roy  and  they  were  working  on  the  lines, 
and  that  was  the  reason  the  lights  had  gone  off." 

9 c .     "APPLE  SCALD  AHD  ITS  CONTROL." 

A  copy  of  Farmers1  Bulletin  Ho*  13^0,  entitled  "Apple  Scald  and  Its 
Control,"  is  being  sent  to  each  Inspector.    A  large  part  of  this  bulletin  is 
devoted  to  a  consideration  of  oiled  paper  wraps,  as  a  means  of  controlling 
scald  on  apples. 

10c.  KE"J  RECORDS  Il\  IITSPECTIOII  V/ORK, 

Reference  to  the  table  of  receiving-market  inspections  for  January, 
published  on  Page  73  of  the  last  Division  Letter,  will  reveal  the  fact  that 
New  York's  total  of  830  inspections  is  the  largest  monthly  record  ever  made 
"by  any  office.    The  January  grand  total  of  2,750  inspections  is  the  highest 
for  that  month,  previous  high  mark  for  January  being  2,100  in  1322. 

He.  DID  YOU  RECEIVE  CORRECTED  PAGE  FOR  GRADE  PAI.iPHLET? 

About  two  weeks  ago,  the  regular  Federal  Inspectors  were  sent  copies 
of  the  International  Apple  Shippers  grade  pamphlet.  If  you  are  one  who  re- 
ceived that  book,  did  you  also  receive  the  U-3/Un  x  7-3/^"  slip,  printed  in 
red  and  black  ink,  which  is  to  be  pasted  in  the  book  as  a  correction?  Those 
having  the  pamphlet  and  not  having  the  corrected  page  should  request  a  copy 
of  the  correction  slip  from  Washington  office. 

F.  G.  ROBE, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 


(Continued  from  Page  S3) 

6b.     TOMATOES  FROivi  BAHAMA  ISLAITDS. 

Heretofore,  shipments  of  Bahama  tomatoes  have  been  included  under  the 
heading  of  Cuban  tomatoes,    No  one  knows  why  this  was  done,   out  it  has  been 
the  custom  in  our  shipment  reports  for  at  least  six  years.    Quotations  on 
Bahama  tomatoes  appear  to  be  numerous  and  of  interest  to  the  trade,  and  it  is 
our  purpose  hereafter  to  show  Bahama  imports  separately.    Beginning  today # 
these  tomatoes  will  be  segregated  in  shipment  wires.     Statistics  for  last 
season  show  the  following  figures:    Total  imports  from  Bahama,  via  Miami,  Fla. 
136  carloads,  and  from  Cuba,  75  oars. 

E.Vf.S. 
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Id,    REVISED  G-RaDES  FOR  C AUL I Fh Q\ ." ER „ 

Attention  is  called  to  the  revised  grades  for  Cauliflower,  a  copy  of 
which  accompanies  this  Division  Letter.    The  provision  in  the  former  grades, 
limiting  the  tolerance  for  a  single  defect  to  5$,  has  "been  removed,  but  no 
tolerance  is  allowed  for  decay.    The  grades  also  require  the  jackets  to  he 
"ell  trimmed*    This  specification  proved  necessary  because  of  the  tendency 
for  shippers  to  .pack  heads  which  were  mainly  leaves.    It  will  he  noted  that, 
under  the  definition  of  "well  trimmed,"  there  is  a  statement  that  "the  jackets 
should  he  trimmed  to  extend  not  more  than  3  inches  above  the  top  of  the  curd." 
This  need  not  he  regarded  as  an  invariable  rule  for  heads  of  all  sizes,  hut  it 
is  hoped  that  it  will  tend  to  do  away  with  the  practice  of  allowing  the  leaver 
to  hide  the  curd  completely. 

The  Oregon  broccoli  crop  will  he  inspected  on  the  basis  of  these  grader 
and  it  is  expected  that  shipments  will  start  in  the  immediate  future* 

2d.     THE  GRADI ITG-  OF  C.^I7u?:ilh.  LET'IUCE. 

The  following  statement  as  to  the  grading  of  California  lettuce  has 
been  furnished  by  V7,  Ft  Allewelt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Standardization,  Sacramento:    He  feels  that  any  appreciable  trimming  or  pickir; 
of  the  edge  of  the  leaves  in  order  to  remove  any  damaged  portion  would  he 
very  detrimental  to  the  appearance  of  the  lettuce  and  should  bar  it  from  U.S, 
grade  No.  1.     In  this  connection,  he  refers  only  to  the  wrapper  leaves  or 
those  which  do  not  enfold  the  head.    Marginal  browning  has  been  very  noticeabl 
on  a  great  deal  of  stock  from  the  Imperial  Valley,  and  there  have  been  many 
burst  heads.    A  very  small  percentage  of  the  cars  meet  U.S.  grade  No.  1.  The 
inspections  have  been  decreasing,  but  the  new  crop  will  soon  he  ready.    It  is 
the  belief  of  the  California  Department  that  marginal  browning  may  develop  and 
may  increase  very  materially  in  transit* 

In  regard  to  freezing  injury,  the  California  Department  has  given 
definite  instructions  that  no  lots  shall  be  passed  as  U«  S#  iJ0.  1  which  show 
any  freezing  injury  to  the  head  leaves, 

3d»    QTH3R  IDEAS  CM  CELERY  GEADIS . 

-a-,  Conklin!s  celery  investigations  in  Horida  and  also  the  shipping- 
point  inspection  on  that  crop  have  stimulated  interest  in  the  U,  S,  celery 
grades  at  both  ends  of  the  line.    The  Washington  office  has  received  letters 
from  Messrs*  Bish,  Aliewelt,  Conklin  and  M.  A.  Russell.    It  is  felt  that  there 
should  be  some  provision  in  the  grades  regarding  blanching,  and  that  some 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  length  of  the  edible  stalk*    Hen  in  receiving 
markets  are  agreed  that  extremely  short,  scrubby  stalks  are  strongly  objected 
to  by  the  trade  but  they  are  net  at  present  excluded  from  Ut  St  Ho.  1  grade* 
Mr.  AlleWelt  suggests  that  this  condition  might  possibly  be  handled  by  providij 
that  stalks  shall  be  well  formed,    Mr*  Russell  feels  that  the  length  of  the 
stalks  is  of  such  importance  that  it  must  be  handled  and  that,  if  the  edible 
portion  cannot  be  measured  practicably,  the  "over  all"  length  should  be  given. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  other  Inspectors  on  this  point. 


kd. .   kQpmcATio::  o?  eeoeida  cithus  Ejicmge  series. 

The  following  excerpt  is  frofc  a  letter  written  by  E *  E-  Coriklin,  Jr., 
at  Orlando,  Fla-,  on  February  13: 

"Possibly  you  have  heard  that  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  have  recently- 
changed  their  citrus  grades,  so  that  they  nor;  read  exactly  like  the  U •  S. 
grades  except  that  Bright 3  may  show  not  more  that  15$  light  discoloration, 
and  G-oldsns  not  more  that  7C>  light  discoloration.     (IT.  S.  grades  call  for 
2G?o  and  75>  respectively.)    The  Exchange  recently  published  large  charts 
shoving-  these  new  specif  ications  and  sent  thee  to  all  the  local  associations 
to  be  placed  in  the  packing  houses.    The  charts  make  no  reference  to  TJ.  S. 
grades . 

"I  do  not  notice  any  difference  in  grading  methods  in  the  Exchange 
houses  since  the  change  in  specifications.    As  previously,  houses  vary  greatly 
in  their  grading,  and  many  of  them  pack  far  from  the  grades." 

5d.     TESTS  BEING-  LADE  OE  PEANUT  GBADES, 

The  U.  S.  peanut  grades  are  also  the  subject  of  investigation  to  de- 
termine the  proper  tolerance  for  discolored  peanuts  which  are  otherwise 
sound.    Series  of  roasting  tests  are  being  conducted  to  determine  the  effect 
of  different  percentages  of  discolored  nuts  on  the  appearance  of  the  finished 
product  . 

6d  .     GRADES  FOR  PUNCHED  BEST 5  .   CREEP'S  AHP  TUENIPS:  ALSO  ESG-FLAl'T  • , 

A  preliminary  draft  for  Federal  grades  for  bunched  beets,  carrots 
and  turnips  has  been  prepared  by  VTm.  E .  Lewis,  v.ho  recently  made  investiga- 
tions in  Louisiana  and  South  Texas.    Mr.  Conklin,  now  in  Florida,  has  for- 
mulated tentative  grades  for  eggplant.- 

H    W-  SALMON, 

Specialist  in  Standardization- 

OFF ICE  NOTES: 

Every  office  is  being  sent,  with  this  Division  hotter,  a  copy  of  the 
Bureau  map  of  the  leased  wire  and  radio  system.    This  is  worth  keeping.  Note 
that  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  rap  is  a  complete  list  of  the  offices  on  the 
leased  wire  and  those  reached  by  radio.    As  stated  before,  -renton  should  now 
be  cancelled  wherever  it  appears  on  the  map  or  list  of  offices,  and  very  seen 
Waupaca,  Wis,,  should  be  changed  to  Stevens  Point, 

Mr,  Sherman  loft  Washington  last  Sunday  for  Florida,    For  at  least  a 
week,  he  will  be  traveling  with  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  Dr.  H,  C.  Taylor,  on 
a  tour  of  the  various  shipping-point  inspection  headquarters,  studying  this 
work  in  actual  operation.    Later,  Mr,  Sherman  will  attend  the  Watermelon  dis- 
tributors' convention  at  Tif ton,  Ga,,  and  then  perhaps  visit  points  in  other 
States , 

S,  W.  Buss  ell,  who  has  been  assisting  with  shipping-point  inspections 
in  Florida  the  past  few  weeks,  has  been  transferred  to  Atlanta,  6a,,  where  he 
will  assist  T,  C,  Curry  with  market  news  reports*    Special  reports  on  asparagu 
are  to  be  started  by  the  Atlanta  office  very  shortly, 
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OP?ICB  NQTIS:  (Continued^) 

About  500  inspections,  mostly  cabbage,  have  "been  completed  this  season 
in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas,  according  to  advices  from  J «  Harold 
Hoover,  in  charge  of  that  work. 

The  snow  and  sleet  storm  of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  interfered  with  leased 
wire  traffic  on  the  Southern  Circuit  and  between  Washington  and  Pittsburgh  on 
Wednesday. 

C.  W.  Hauck  has  visited  the  auctions  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Boston.    On  Tuesday  he  was  in  Rochester,  N.T.,  and  expected  to  stop  for  a  day 
or  two  at  Cleveland,  en  route  to  Chicago  and  other  cities  in  which  he  will 
continue  these  studies.    As  a  result  of  this  trip,  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the 
bulletin,  begun  by  A-  D.  Miller,  on  auction  methods  of  selling  produce. 

C.  H.  Johnson,  who  has  been  on  the  Inspection  Service  staff  for  more 
than  a  year  and  who  is  now  in  charge  of  this  work  in  Minneapolis,  has  resigned, 
effective  March  1.    X.  S.  Branch  will  go  from  Chicago  this  week  to  assume  tem- 
porary charge  of  the  Minneapolis  inspection  office.    On  your  list  of  Inspectors, 
please  cancel  Mr.  Johnson's  name  under  Minneapolis  and  Mr.  Branch's  under 
Chicago,  also  inserting  the  latter 5 s  name  at  Minneapolis  - 

R.  ft.  Balster  returns  to  Chicago  from  Omaha  about  March  1,    Notice  of 
this  proposed  transfer  was  published  in  the  last  Division  Letter. 

Cooperative  inspector,  ?.  A.  Powell,  at  Ragle,  Colo.,  reports  that  it 
is  necessary  to  mark  a  large  percentage  of  the  cars  unclassified,  which  are  in- 
spected in  his  district.    The  reason  for  this  is  the  large  amount  of  dry  rot 
present  in  all  lots  of  potatoes. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Prof.  Howard  F.  Ruber,  instructor  in  vegetable  garde 
ing  in  the  New  Jersey  College  of  Agriculture,  New  Brunswick,  N.J .,  together 
with  Mr.  Dilts  from  Trenton  and  several  instructors  in  horticulture  in  the 
College,  brought  the  short-course  students  in  horticulture  to  the  New  York 
market  to  show  them  the  various  phases  of  marketing  produce.    They  visited,  the 
Washington  Market,  the  auction  display  of  fruits  on  the  Erie  Piers  and  attended 
an  auction  sale.    W.  C.  Hackleman  joined  them  at  this  time  and  accompanied  the 
party  through  the  Merchants  Refrigerating  plant  at  North  Moore  Street,  a  celery 
washing  and  repacking  plant  where  trimmed  and  'washed  celery  is  prepared,  after 
which  they  came  to  our  local  office.    Mr.  Hackleman  then  talked  to  them  for  a 
short  time  on  the  work  of  the  Inspection  Service  and  Market  News  Service  in 
New  York  City. 

W.  H.  Steinbauer,  of  the  Washington  office,  went  to  Charles  Town,  West 
Virginia,  on  Monday,  where  he  inspected  5»C00  barrels  of  apples  in  storage 
at  that  point. 

The  Weekly  News  Letter  from  Florida  had  net  been  received,  when  our 
Division  Letter  "went  to  press."    A  page  had  been  reserved  for  Florida  items, 
and  failure  of  the  News  Letter  to  arrive  in  time  made  it  necessary  to  change 
page  numbers  from  Z-j  to        in  this  D.  L. 
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MARKET  MEWS  LEASED  WIHE  AND  PADIO  SYSTEM. 


The  leased  wire  and  radio  telegraph  communication  system,  as  oper- 
ated on  January  1  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,   is  illustrated  on  the  map  on  the  reverse  of  this 
sheet.    This  shows  all  offices  on  the  Federal  leased  wire  system  and  the 
three  primary  broadcasting  stations,  namely,  Arlington,  Va . ,  Chicago  and 
San  Franc i sco . 

These  primary  stations  broadcast  by  raaio  telegraph,  market  news 
reports  on  a  large  number  of  products,  crop  and  livestock  information  and 
special  reviews.    Receiving  stations  pickup  the  information  and  re-broadca 
it  by  radio  telephone.    Rochester  receives  the  telegraphic  radio  messages 
from  Arlington.    Los  Angeles  and  Portland  receive  information  from  San  Fran 
Cisco  by  radio  or  commercial  wire. 

MARKET  NEWS  OFFICES, 
vindicates  offices  not  located  on  leased  wire  or  using 
primary  radio  broadcasting  system.    Field  stations  operating 
only  part  of  the  year  and  some  offices  for  local  reporting 
are  not  shown . ) 


Butter,  Cheese 


rgs 


&  Dressed  Poultry . 
Bo  ston 
New  York 
Phi lade Iphia 
Wa snington 
Chicago 
Minneapolis 
Fond  du  Lac 


f. 


\ cheese 
only) 

San  Francisco 

Livestock  &  Meats. 
Boston 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Lancaster 
Harri  sburg 
Washington 
Atlanta 
Chicago 

South  St .  Paul 
East  St ,  Louis 
Kansas  City 
Omaha 

Fort  Worth 
Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 
San  Francisco 
*Lqs  Angeles 
Portland,  Ore . 


Bo  ston 

Fruits  &  Vegetables 
So ston 
New  York 
Rochester 
Trenton 
Philadelphia 
Baltimore 
Washington 
Pichmond 
Atlanta 
Jacksonville 
Pi  tt sburga 
Cincinnati 
Chicago 
Waupaca 
Minneapo lis 
St .  Loui  s 
Kansas  City 
Fort  Worth 
Austin 
Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 
San  Francisco 
Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Ore. 
*  Spokane  . 


Grain  &  Hay. 
Washington 
Chicago 
Minneapolis 
Plan^as  City 

Feed . 

Washington 

Seed . 

Washington  (during 
active  selling 
season  -  Jan-oar:7"  - 


June 


) 


Broomcorn . 

Kansas  City 

Cotton . 

Washington 
Atlanta 
♦Charlotte 
♦Memphis 
♦New  Orleans 
♦Dallas . 
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la.    DRY  WEATHER  AFFECTS  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  PRODUCTS.  • 

Walter  Kingsbury,  of  the  San  Diego  office,  sent  the  following  informa- 
tion in  a  letter  of  February  21:- 

"The  most  serious  feature  at  present  is  the  long  drouth  which  has  done 
much  harm  and  is  making  growers  anxious.    The  rainy  season  should  normally  have 
begun  a  couple  of  months  ago,  but  up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been 
scarcely  any  rain.    There  are  still  two  months,  however,  during  which  rain  may 
be  expected.    Many  winter  vegetables,  including  cauliflower,  are  grown  without 
irrigation,  depending  on  the  winter  rains,  and  have  been  hard  hit,  the  effect 
of  the  drouth  showing  in  the  inferior  quality  of  offerings  on  the  local  market, 

"Most  celery  is  grown  with  irrigation,  but  a  large  amount  of  Black  Heart 
is  appearing  and  dealers  attribute  tnis  condition  to  the  dry  weather.  Lemon 
trees  in  the  Chula  Vista  section  are  heavily  loaded  with  fruit,  but  it  is 
running  small  in  size  and  there  is  an  unusually  large  amount  of- tree-ripe  fruit. 
Rainfall  last  season  was  below  normal,  and  orchards  and  vineyards  in  the  El 
Cajon  Valley  without  irrigation  are  suffering." 

2a.    POTATO  SITUATION  IN  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA, 

Writing  to  C.  J.  Hansen,  of  San  Francisco,  on  February  lb,  Mr.  Harris 
described  the  potato  situation  in  the  Los  Angeles  territory  as  follows: - 

"You  are  correct  in  your  surmise  that  the  potato  shipments  from  Southern 
California  are  seed  stock.    Most  of  them  are  moving  from  Temecula  to  points  in 
San  Diego  and  Los  Angeles  Counties.    I  understand  that  most  of  the  stock  belongs 
to  Mr.  Mc Sweeney  at  El  Monte. 

"Very  little  acreage  has  been  planted  to  potatoes  around  Los  Angeles,  and 
prospects  are  not  encouraging.    There  is  supposed  to  be  around  1,000  acres  in 
San  Diego  County,  and  there  would  have  been  two  or  three'  hundred  more  planted 
on  dry  lands  if  we  had  had  rain.    The  only  section  producing  potatoes  at  preseni 
is  the  Ocean side-Carlsbad  district  in  Orange  County.    Their  shipments  have  been 
light,  mostly  to  this  market,  with  a  few  small  express  lots  to  eastern  markets. 
This  stock  has  been  bringing  10-120  per  pound  in  a  small  way, 

"The  chief  producing  section  in  the  south,  of  course,  is  the  San  Fernando 
Valley.    They  have  not  planted  anything  yet,  as  their  normal  planting  time  is 
between  February  15  and  March  15.    As  you  know,  they  depend  on  the  city 
aqueduct  for  irrigation  water,  and  a  recent  ruling"  of  the  Water  Department 
denies  them  the  use  of  water  for  flooding  their  land,  until  we  have  rains  or 
increased  snowfall  in  the  mountains.     This  hits  the  potato  growers  pretty  hard, 
as  the  ground  is  so  dry  they  cannot  plow  without  first  irrigating  it.    If  we 
should  have  a  good  rain,  they  would  of  course  not  need  irrigation  water.  While 
there  is  no  question  that  rainfall  is  far  below  normal  all  over  the  southern 
part  of  the  State,  the  general  impression  here  is  that  this  ruling  on  the  part 
of  the  Water  Department  is  a  political  move  to  force  the  support  of  the  San 
Fernando  farmers  for  the  proposed  bond  election  next  May,  in  which  the  city 
wants  $30,000,000  for  the  development  of  the  Colorado  River,    However,  the 
immediate  effect  will  be  a  greatly  reduced  acreage,  unless  we  have  rain  shortly, 

(Page  Ql)    , 
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lb.    PUBIIOITY  7.0?::  K^ggASgS  I:T  ^:'TV": . 

Further  news  as  to  results  obtained  through  the  papers  and  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  in  Colorado  is  contained  ir  John  D.  Snow's  ietcer  of  February  21: 

"Just  a  line  about  the  newspaper  work:    Things  aooear  to  breaking  for 
us,  although  it  is  a  bit  toe  early  to  justify  too  much  optimism.    As  I  have 
previously  written,  the  Denver  Hews  is  handling  our  information  to  the  extent 
of  one-third  column  daily,  and  the  Associated  Press  is  talcing  nearly  a  column 
weekly  for  their  Colorado  Mail  Service  which  reaches  about  a  dozen  dailies 
in  the  State.    'These  two  agencies  of  distribution  will  take  specially-prepared 
information  only.    Today  I  made  arrangements  with  a  newly-formed  Denver  con- 
cern, which  will  give  our  information  a  large  country  circulation.    The  Mount- 
ain Feature  Syndicate,  as  it  is  called,  has  contracted  with  65  weeklies  in  the 
State  to  furnish  them  with  fo-x  pages  of  inserts  for  their  weekly  issues,  and 
we  are  to  have  one  column  each  week.    This  will  give  as  a  country  circulation 
of  40,00C,  and  I  most  certainly  hope  and  expect  that  these  plans  will  work 
out  succ e s  sf ul ly . " 

2b.    ARRIVALS  I  IT  "I7f  YORK  CITY. 

The  recent  special  release,  showing  the  1923  arrivals  of  72  fruits  and 
vegetables  in  New  York,  has  been  received  with  great  favor,  according  to  a 
letter  from  0.  D.  Miller.    A  lar^e  number  of  requests  have  come  in  for  extra 
copies.    This  release  was  distributed  not  only  to  ITcw  York's  regular  mailing 
list  but  also  to  15  newspapers  in  the  city  and  vicinity,  the  latter  copies 
being  accompanied  by  a  short  introductory  story,  suitable  for  separate  publi- 
cation if  desired.    Trade  papers  also  were  furnished  conies  of  the  report. 

•The  following  table  shows  average  daily  arrivals  in  each  month,  based 
on  averages  of  the  figures  for  the  past  four  years.    In  the  case  of  straw- 
berries, a  three-year  average  is  used,  because  there  are  no  available  figures 
for  1920. 

Average  Daily  Arrivals  in  Hew  York,  I92O-I923  Inclusive. 


(Cars) 


Product 

Jan . 

Feb. 

Mar . 

Aor . 

i.av 

June 

July 

Jkai 

Serv 

L 

0  « 

Oct. 

rev. 

Dec  . 

Apples 

35.0 

36  A 

35. s 

20.7 

1S.1 

8.3 

9-9 

23 

.1 

•5 

79-1 

66.9 

US.  5 

Cabbage 

9  A 

1U.0 

15.3 

19  A 

13-3 

•3 

X 

•5 

0 

c 

•5 

U.7 

g.S 

8.2 

Cantaloupes 

.8 

29.3 

Us.  5 

Ul 

27 

•  j 

9  A 

2.1 

-9 

Celery 

7.8 

9.S 

11 A 

8.5 

3.0 

-9 

.2 

•7 

2 

.2 

3-9 

Q.2 

Crapes 

.1 

.1 

.2 

-5 

•9 

■7 

1 

.8 

56 

.0 

54.5 

oU.2 

2U.1 

Lettuce 

15.0 

16  A 

20.2 

21 .0 

16.7 

3.1 

9-1 

11 

.1 

3 

.6 

10.9 

17-6 

17-6 

Oni  oiis 

11-5 

13  A 

12.9 

12  A 

13-3 

13-7 

13  A 

13 

.1 

17 

.6 

23-5 

IS -9 

11 .8 

Peaches 

3-5 

22.6 

53.9 

37 

•3 

23 

.6 

S.l 

Pears 

2.6 

1.7 

1-3 

i 

■j 

1.3 

17 

A 

38 

7 
*  1 

27.3 

15.2 

5-7 

Potatoes 

37.S 

37-U 

44-7 

53-7 

S2.9IO9.9 

69.2 

Ul 

•7 

46 

-5 

55.9 

55  A 

44.5 

Strawberries 

1.1 

2.5 

3.3 

9  A 

40.3 

22.7 

2.6 

Sweet  Potatoes  7.4 

6.2 

5.8 

3.6 

1-9 

-3 

r 
•  c 

•7 

f 

.2 

13 

.1 

15.0 

14.6 

9.6 

Tomatoes 

2.3 

5-1 

1U.3 

13-3 

19  .5 

28.1 

i9  A 

10 

-9 

75 

.8 

6.9 

4.d 

2.0 

Watermelons 

3-2 

22.5 

U3.b 

?3 

.8 

3 

.1 
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3b .     QUOTING-  PRICES  AND  CONDITIONS  UNCHANGED  IN  MARKET  TIRES  . 

At  the  December  conference,  it  was  decided  that  prices  and  conditions 
in  the  market  wires  should  not  he  quoted  "unchanged"  more  than  twice,  -  that 
is,   that  the  same  trices  and  conditions  should  not  appear  more  than  three  -timet 
in  the  wires  without  being  repeated,  in  full,  and  that  on  Monday  or  the  day 
following  a  holiday  prices  and  conditions  should  always  be  given  in  full  in 
the  market  wires  . 

About  a  month  ago,  at  the  request  of  a  relaying  station,  all  offices 
were  asked  to  give  complete  prices  and  conditions  of  potatoes  and  apples  on 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  as  well  as  Mondays,  to  assist  those  relaying  to  field 
stations  operating  on  a  thrice-weekly  basis.    Upon  further  consideration,  it 
seems  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  extra  time  on  the  leased  wire  that  might 
occasionally  be  required  by  the  above  order,  as  those  relaying  the  reports 
can  take  from  their  file  copies  such  "unchanged"  information  as  may  be  needed. 
The  original  policy,  as  indicated  in  the  paragraph  above,  will  remain  in  force 
throughout  the  year.    This  applies  to  both  market  and  field  station  wires.  .. 

It  should  be  realized  that  the  phrase  "prices  unchanged"  means  that 
originating  States,  containers,  varieties,  grades,  and  prices  are  all  exactly 
like  those  of  the  preceding  day.    At  the  conference,  it  was  suggested  that 
salesmen  on  the  market  often  will  say  that  there  is  no  change  in  prices  or 
conditions  to  save  themselves  the  time  and  bother  of  discussing  changes  with 
the  reporter,  and  that  further  inquiry  often  may  reveal  changes  in  certain 
varieties  or  grades.    Ee  positive  that  the  market  is  absolutely  unchanged, 
before  saying  so  in  the  wire  on  any  day.    If  only  one  or  two  changes  have 
taken  place,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  say  "Friday's  prices  unchanged  except 
(indicating  the  change)";  or,  if  a  new  quotation  is  to  be  added  to  the  old 

ones,  which  have  not  changed,  "Friday's  prices  unchanged,  but  add   

It  is  obvious  that,  if  even  one  price  has  been  changed,  the  phrase  "no  change 
in  prices"  should  not  be  used.    It  will  be  satisfactory  in  such  cases  to  say 
"GOHUY  except  HA30H  and    (indicating  the  change  in  price)-" 

Ub .  '  SMALL  NE17  YORK  POTATO'S  TIT  DEMND . 

Writing  under  date  of  February  26,  C.  L,  Brown,  of  the  Rochester    •  _ 
office,  makes  the  following  remarks  regarding  the  Hew  York  potato  situation: 

"You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  there  has  been  a  better  demand 
lately  for  U.S.  No.  2  potatoes  than  for  Ho.  l!s-    The  reason  is  that  the 
size  has  run  large  in  this  State  and,  consequently,  there  is  but  little  small 
stock  left  after  sorting.    This  stock  is  largely  exported  to  Cuba,  where 
there  has  been  a.  ready  market  recently  for  more  cars  than  were  available. 
The  price  differential  between  No.  I's  and  No.  2's  is  rather  small;-    for  ex- 
ample, No.  I's  today  are  worth  $2 .20-2 .30, while  No.  2's  are  worth  $1.80-1.90 
per  150-pound  sack,  on  an  f.o.b.  basis. 

"Certified  T7hi'te  Sprout  f  Green  Mountain)  seed  for  March 'delivery  has 
been  selling  at  $3.15-3.25  per  150-pound  sack,  delivered  New  York  rate.  The 
freight  to  New  York  is  2g^  per  100  pounds." 

5b ,     VALUABLE  CARD  INDEXES. 

The  New  York  .office  keeps  a  card  index  of  crop  and  shipment  information 
on  all  important  products  which  is  released- in  various  publications  of  the 
Bureau;  this  makes  the  data  readily  available.    A  card  file  of  local  dealers 
also  is  maintained,  giving  simply  their  addresses  and  phone  numbers,  and 
another  file  is  being  prepared,  listing  dealers  by  commodities  and  rating 
them  confidentially  for  use  of  the  market  reporter  and  any  substitutes  or 
successors.    This  list  shows  extent  of  cooperation  and  reliability  of  dealers.. 
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6b.     CHANGE  IN  VARIETIES  Oil  APPLE  P^C-E  OF  CODE. 


The  list  of  apple  varieties  on  the 


apple  pag; 


of  the  code  has  "been  gone 


over  carefully  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  reached  at  the  recent 
conference  and  with  market  practices,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  make  certain 
revisions  as  shown  below.    It  will  be  noted  that  some  varieties,  which  are  un- 
important, have  been  omitted  from  this  revision,  and  a  few  other  varieties, 
used  more  often  in  the  reports,  have  been  inserted. 

The  original  code  symbols  have  been  retained  so  far  as  possible.  This 
has  been  carried  to  the  extent  of  placing  certain  varieties,  such  as  Spy, 
Wagener  and  White  Winter  Pearmain, out  of  their  regular  alphabetical  order,  so 
as  to  retain  the  original  code  prefixes.    The  definite  changes  follow:  Black 
Twig  has  been  changed  from  AD  to  AK,  and  Rhode  Island  Greening  has  been  changed 
from  EB  to  IJ. 

The  list  is  being  printed  now  to  give  an  opportunity  for  any  one  to 
suggest  desirable  change^or  additions  before  the  new  code  book  is  printed: 


AC  Alexander 

AD  Arkansas  Black 

AT  Astrachan  (Red  Astrachan) 

AG  Baldwin 

AH  Belief lower  (Yellow  Belief lower) 
AJ  Ben  Davis 

AK  Black  Twig  (Mammoth  Black  Twig) 

(Arkansas) 
AM  Canada  Red  (Steele's  Red) 
AB  Delicious 
AS  Duchess  (Oldenburg) 
AT  Early  Harvest  (Early  June) 
AV  Fall  Pippin 
AW  Gano 

AX  G-eniton  (Ralls) 

AY  Gravenstein 

ED  Grimes  (Grimes  Golden) 

EG  Hubbardston  (Nonesuch) 

EJ  Jonathan 

EK  King  (Tompkins  King) 

EM  King  David 

EN  Lawver  (Delaware  Red) 

EQ  Limber twig 

ET  Maiden  Blush 

EV  Mcintosh 

EW  Missouri  Pippin 


13  Spy  (Northern  3p£) 
ID  Northwestern  Greening 
IF  Ortley 
IG  Rambo 

I J  Rhode  Island  Greening 

IM  Rome  (Rome  Beauty) 

IN  Roxbury  (Roxbury  Russet) 

IQ,  Smokehouse 

IS  Snow  (Fameuse) 

IT  Spit zenb erg 

IV  Stayman  (Stayman  wine sap) 

IV?  Stark 

IK  Sutton  (  Sutton  Beauty  ) 
IX  Tolman  (Tolman  Sweet) 
OB  Twenty  Ounce 
OD  wealthy 
OF  willow  Twig 
GG  wine sap 
OH  "winter  Banana 
OJ  White  Winter  Pearmain 
OK  'Jo If  River 
OL  '.Tilliams  (Williams  Red) 
CM  Yellow  Newtown  (Newtown)  (Albermarle 

Pippin) 

ON  Yellow  Transparent 
OS  York  (York  Imperial) 
OT  TJagener 


7b.   • SALES  OF  CELERY  FROM  STORAGE. 

Mr.  Scruggs  suggests  that  reports  regarding  the  movement  of  celery  out 
of  local  storage  in  various  markets,  when  of  an  appreciable  quantity,  will  be 
valuable  to  growers  and  shippers  in  Florida.    We  have  no  information  as  to  the 
extent  which  celery  is  stored  in  various  markets  and,  therefore,  cannot  make 
any  definite  suggestions  regarding  the  handling  of  this  information,-  but 
Florida  shippers  and  growers  naturally  are  interested  in  knowing. the  competi- 
tion their  stock  must  meet  from  stock  moving  out  of  storage. 
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TEMPORARY  ?I£LD  STATIC1TS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 
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*  Reports  discontinued. 
**State  Dent,  cooperating. 
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]"    INSPECTION  service'  j 

1c.    FILLERS  FOR  ADORED  THERMOMETERS .  .  . 

Mr  a  Hackleman  has  just  received  a  supply  of  refills  for  armored 
thermometers*     If  any  Inspectors  who  desire  to  use  this  kind  have  empty  cases t 
they  should  "be  sent  to  Mr*  • Hackleman  for  filling.    If  you  have  empty  cases  or 
parts  for  cases  for  either  armored  or  unarmored  types,  which  you  are  not 
using,  these  should  be  sent  in  to  the  New  York  office,'  where  the  various  parts 
may  he  used  in  assembling  complete  thermometers «• 

2c .    RULING-  PIT  BROKEN  LEAVES  AND  POORLY-TR  iMivigD  HEALS  OF  ICEBERG  LETTUCE. 

Question  has  recently  been  raised  in  the  Imperial  Valley  as  to  the 
number  of  heads  showing  broken  leaves  -  particularly  broken  midribs  -  per- 
missible in  U,  S.  Grade  No*  1» 

Mr»;  Samson,  of  the  Grades  and  Standards  Project,  wired  Mr»  Allewelt 
to  the  effect  that  broken  midribs,  if  not  visible  externally,  should  be 
ignored*     If  visible  externally,  heads  showing  not  more  than  one  broken  midrib 
may  be  considered  up  to  grade*; 

A  hard  and  fast  line,  however,  cannot  be  drawn,  especially  in  receiving 
markets  where  condition  is  generally  more  important  than  any  single  grade  de- 
fect*   Receiving-point  Inspectors  should  not  throw  any  lot  out  of  grade  on 
account  of  this  defect,  unless  a  number  of  the  head  leaves  show  broken  midribs 
and  consequent  decay  or  the  appearance  of  the  heads  is  affected  to  an  extent 
which  would  make  it  objectionable  commercially* 

3c,  _  INSPECTIONS  INCREASING-  IN  SOUTH  TEXAS . 

J,  Harold  Hoover  wrote  as  followsin  a  letter  of  February  2H:- 
"Last  week  was  our  heaviest  week  since  the  deal  started,  and 
l60  cars  were  handlede     Inspectors  are  now  working  at  San  Benito, 
La  Feria,  Mercedes,  V/eslaco9  Donna  and  Alamo e    We  expect  to  begin  work  n 
next  week  at  Mission,  San  Juan  and  Pharr,  and  this  probably  will  be  all 
of  the  points  that  will  be  covered  this  year*.  It  is  possible  that 
Brownsville  will  want  the  service  a  little  later,  but  at  ^ar.lingen  we 
have  never  been  able  to  line  up  the  shippers c    The  heavy  cabbage  move- 
'  ment  has  just  now  begun,  and  the  beot  and  carrot  movement  is  somewhat 
lighter,  due  to  poor  markets  and  tova  shortage  of  stock  that  is  ready 
for  harvest.    There  will  be  another  heavy  movement  cf  beets  and  carrots 
in  a  week  or  ten  days*    As  a  rule  the  cabbage  is  a  little  better  then 
usual 5  with  the  exception  of  a  few  points  where  the  stock  is  large  and 
light~weight  and  showing  some  discoloration  and  slight  decay  caused  by 
bad  weather  conditions.    The  quality  of  the  beets  and  carrots  is  very 
good.    Some  lettuce  has  mo^/ed  during  the  last  two  weeks,  mostly  in 
mixed  cars;  also  probably  12  or  15  straight  cars  by  express,  "The 
quality  is  only  fair,  a  large  percentage  being  a  little  soft  for  No.  1 
stock,  and  we  have  been  inspecting  it  for  condition  only*    Turnips  have 
been  in .^jgood  :.dsmand,  and  some  very  fine  stock  has  been  shipped.  During 
the  next  three  or  four  weeks  the  work  will' be  quite  heavy,  but  the  peak 
probably  will  be  reached  about  March  20,  and  after  that  date  will  fall 
off  rapidly,    Spring  crops  of  tomatoes  and  beans  will  be  very  light, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  demand  for  the  service  after  the 
heavy  cabbage  movement  is  over." 
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.    A  DAY  III  CHICAGO  STOCKYARDS  STORAGS  PLAITS., 

Having  read  the  recent  letters,  giving  interesting  experiences  of 
Inspectors  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  £,  J,  Mayrard,  of  the  Chicago  staff, 
^has  submitted  an  equally  good  letter  regarding  hie  ansoection  work  in  the  cold 
storage  plants,  located  in  Chicago  stockyards.     Space  does  not  permit  quoting 
the  letter  in  full,  but  it  is  summarized  below.    Mr.  Maynard1 s  title  for  this 
story  is  "A  Ferfect  Day  in  the  Stockyards" : - 

Work  was  heavy,  and  the  Chicago  Inspectors  were  busy  writing  certificate 
before  9  A.M.     Shortly  after  9  o'clock,  Mr.  Maynard  and  another  i^an  were 
assigned  a  day's  work,  inspecting  apples  at  seven  co".d  storage  plants  in  the 
stockyards.    These  are  very  old  buildings  and  not  at  all  convenient.  After 
several  miles'  drive  in  their  "Rolls  Ruff,"  the  first  stop  was  at  Armour's 
House  No.  87,  where  the  U.  S.  Cold  Storage  Company  has  rented  space.    This  is 
the  first  time  that  apples  have  been  stored  in  that  house,  and  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  locate  the  place;  the  stockyards  cover  a  square  mile.    A  climb  of  fiv 
stories  to  the  apple  rooraf.  aided  by  flashlights,'  resulted  in  the  finding  of  a 
large  padlock  on  the  door.    Down  the  stairs  again  to  the  watchman,"-  only  to  be 
informed  that  the  key  had  to  be  obtained  from  a  man  in  Hcuse  No.  Uo,  two  blocks 
away.    Back  to  the  fifth  floor  of  Ho,  S7t  and  then  the  inspection  of  a  car  of 
apples  which  contained  three  varieties  and  three  grades  of  each  variety.  By 
hard  work,   the  job  was  finished  at  ll:Uo. 

Reaching  the  street,  the  Inspectors  jumped  into  their  "trusty  (I  mean 
rusty)  flivver,"  and  quickly  drew  up  in  front  of  "The  Famous  Delmonieo's  Stock- 
yards Restaurant."    The  place  was  already  crov/ded,  but  Mr.  Maynard  finally 
found  an  emply  stool  between  two  big  black  negroes.    A  "special  plate  lunch" 
was  the  best  the  place  could  afford,  and  each  Inspector  was  soon  busy  eating. 
Although  it  was  15°  below  zero  outside,  the  fresh  (?)  stockyards  air  seemed 
mighty  good,  compared  with  the  stale  air  in  crowded  Delmonico 1 s .    Shortly  be- 
fore noon,  each  man  had  paid  his  23<p  and  they  were  on  their  way.    A  short  drive 
to  the  Hammond  Cold  Storage,  where  Government  Inspectors  are  always  welcomed. 
Given  a  key  and  granted  permission  to  work  through  the  noon  hour,  three  lots 
of  apples  in  three  separate  buildings  were  examined.    All  were  well-packed 
Extra  Fancy  Delicious,  and  this  job  was  completed  by  2  P.M.    Next  came  the  Hort 
American  Provision  Company  plant  at  HUth  and  Cook  Streets,  where  one  lot  of 
Fancy;  Rome  Beautys  was  inspected.    This  room  was  dark,  and  Mr.  Maynard  was 
using  his  flashlight  to  look  for  sizes,  when  he  stepued  in  a  hole  where  the 
water  went  over  his  shoe  tops.    Laying  down  the  flashlight,  to  carry  some  boxes 
of  apples  about  150  feet  to  the  electric  light,  Mr,  Maynard  found  his  flash- 
light gone  when  he  re turned i 

The  next  car  of  apples  was  at  Morris  <°:  Company1  s  Hog  House.    Here  some 
orchard-run  Winesaps,  in  good  condition,  were  subjected  to  examination.  Shortly 
after  3  o'clock,  the  Ashland  Cold  Storage  was  reached.    An  elevator  took  our 
men  to  the  seventh  floor,  where  orchard-run  Homes  were  piled  10  layers  high, and 
a  ladder  had  to  be  used  to  get  some  of  the  packages  down.    Finished  about 
^  P.M.,  the  elevator  man  had  gone,  and  Inspectors  had  to  hike  down.    One  more 
lot  had  been  promised  for  that  day;  so  the  next  trip  was  to  the  Anglo  American 
CcJld  Storage.     The  apples  were  located  in  the  basement  of  House  C-2.    We  will 
let  Mr.  Maynard  finish  this  story  in  his  own  words: - 

"Some  one  else  had  the  keys  out,  but  We  were  told  to  gc  to  the  freight 
elevator  on  the  platform,  step  in,  and  holler  'Basement1  or  'Hole,'  and  they 
would  let  us  down.    These  elevators,  by  the  way.,  are  an  old  .type,  operated  by 
a  man  on  the  top  floor  of  the  building,  and  you  must  have  good  lungs  to  make 

(Continued  over) 
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him  hear.    We  got  in  the  storage  room  all  right,  laid  our  tools  Ctown,  and 
started  to  get  out  some  boxes,  when  the  lights  went  out'.    We  realised  it  v;as 
quitting  time     (^:50)  and  that  we  were  loched  in;    G-roping  around  in  the 
dark,  we  eventually  found  our  remaining  flashlight,  which  had  grown  dim 
from  constant  use  all  day.    V.'e  went  the  rounds  of  the  building  hut,  alas! 
the  doors  were  all  locked  on  the  outside,  so  we  could' nt  break  a  lock* 
Then  we  thought  of  the  elevator  shaft,    The  elevator  was  at  the  platform, 
half  way  between  the  basement  and  the  first  floor,  and  we  managed  to  climb 
up,  pushed  the  doors  open,  and  escaped  ^0  the  street  and  freedom!     It  was 
mighty  lucky  for  the  negro,  who  locked  us  in,  that  he  nad  already  made  his 
escape.     It  was  now  dark  and,  when  we  got  over  to  the  flivver,  found  a 
flat  tire  which  had"  to  be  changed,  and  thus  we  came  to  the  end  of  'A 
Perfect  Day. 

5c .     INSPECTIONS  AT  WINTER  HAVEN.  FLA. 

Inspections  of  citrus  at  Winter  Haven  started  February  13,  while 
practically  all  work  at  Lakeland  and  Plant  City  has  stopped  temporarily.  Mr. 
Strauss  states  that  at  the  present  time  about  seven  cars  a  day  are  being  in- 
spected, with  all  indications  that  the  number  will  be  increased  in  the  near 
future.    3.  C.  Tiffany  and  A.  3.  Chiles  are  assisting  Mr.  Strauss  at  Winter 
Hav  en . 

6c.     CONDITIONS  AT  ROMS STEAD.  FLA. 

A.  E.  ivlercker,  who  recently  visited  sections  along  the  East  Coast, 
wrote  the  following  concerning  conditions  at  Homestead; 

"The  tomato  movement  has  not  hit  its  real  stride  yet  and  probably  won't 
for  another  month.    The  rains  did  more  damage  than  was  at  first  realized,  and 
cut  down  the  yield  to  a  marked  extent.     -This  deal  will  always  be  on  the 
ragged  edge,  as  everything  is  dependent  on  the  weather.     If  we  have  fair 
weather,  things  will  go  well;  if  we  have  rain,  everybody  may  as  well  pack  up 
and  mov  e  els  ewher  e . " 

7c.     VEGETABLE  MQVEI-ZNT  AT  FT.  LTSlIS,  FLA. 

Mr.  Hooper  writes  that  the  movement  of  vegetables  is  expected  to  start 
in  fairly  heavy  volume  on  about  March.  1. This  is  about  one  month  later  than 
what,  was  estimated.    Already  200  inspections  have  been  made  out  of  Ft.  Myers. 

Sc*    GRADES  ON  STRING-  BEANS* 

During  his  recent  trip  along  the  East  Coast  of  Florida,  Mr.  Conklin 
spent  a  few  days  at  Pompano,  one  of  the  largest  bean  sections,  investigating 
requirements  for  string  bean  grades.    In  the  near  future  it  is  expected  that 
specifications  will  be  published    for  these  grades. 

9c.     IN  lf CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  FEBRUARY  23: 

Page  117  -  Special  paragraph  on  Potatoes  in  weekly  review. 
IIS  -  New  York  Apple  Shipments  Light,  -  by  C4  L,  Erown. 
119  -  New  York  State  Vegetables,  -  0*  L.  Brown. 
123  -  Marketing  of  Queensland  Fruit. 

125  -  Wisconsin  Cabbage  Season  Nearly  Completed,  -  by  W.  H,  Hall. 
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10c.    StiisMAEY  0?  IlTSFF£TI0hS  AT 


Inspections  made  during  the  period  February  1  tc  15  were  as  follows: 
Section .  Cars .  Prod-gets  *  Cars . 

Auburndole-   J+J  Oranges ^  .  .  -   10c 

Clearwater.   §J        j  Grapefruit. . . . .  .  . .  .  .  100 

Fort  Myers   57  Mixed  Citrus   I 


Lome  stead   „  1QQ 


o 


Garf  ield   ?k  Tangerines.    10 

Total  *     '  22o 

Cel  ery .   426 

Tomatoes  ,  •   199 

C*.?„  0  OD-^-jS      s>  o  *  u  e  *.  ^  *  •  »  •  *  %j  c  t  •  e 

Mixed  Vegetables   17 

Peppers .............. c .  1 


Lees ourg  

Orlando   33 

Palmetto  . .  I87 

Sanford.  „  2'47 

T7i nter  Garden   25 

7;  inter  Haven.   11 

Total  " 


Total  *  «*..,..  ,0  *  ooO 

Cmx§  total  lis 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  February  lU,  Par.  5c,  inspections  for  the 
period  November  12  to  January  31  were  tabulated.    (Octal  bo  the  end  of  January 
was  given  as  2,345  cars.    By  adding  the  5bQ  cars  inspected  from  February  1  to 
15,  the  grand  total  is  %2$  cars  to  the  middle  of  February.    Minor  discrepan- 
cies evidently  have  crept  into  our  tabulations,  as  the  Florida  I'exis  Letter 
gives  the  grand  total  as  3,22$  cars,  a  difference  of  8,    Future  totals,  there- 
fore, will  be  based  on  the  figure  3,226-    Daily  average  inspections  during  the 
last  half  of  January  were  71  cars,  and  the  first  half  of  February  bS  cars. 
Total  vegetable  inspections  since  the  beginning  of  this  service  are  2,017, 
and  total  citrus  fruits  are  1,209. 

lie .  KB^irGLC'OLLrcTiors  hp  yo  pats. 

Are  you  following  up  unpaid  fee  bills?    Our  experience  has  shown  that 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  keeping  payments  for  inspections  uo  to  date,  if 
the  Inspector  gives  his  personal  attention  to  this  matter  and  does  not  let 
any  account  become  eld. 

Follow  the  regular  procedure  in  sending  out  your  statements.  The  fee 
bill  should  go  with  the  certificate.  If  not  paid  in  two  weeks,  send  another 
statement.  If  not  paid  in  two  weeks  more,  send  a  third  statement.  If  this  is 
unsuccessful,  ad. vise  that  the  account  will  be  referred  to  Washington  in  case 
payment  is  not  received  within  two  weeks.  Send  in  bills  which  you  have  been 
unable  to  collect  by  the  above  procedure.  If  the  firm  is  located  in  your 
market, 'make  a  telephone  or  personal  Call  after  sending  the  second  statement. 

Railroads  sometimes  require  longer  time  than  the  above  for  paying  their 
bills,  and  should  be  excepted  from  this  procedure  when  the  Inspector  knows 
that  -a  definite  policy  is  followed  by  the  carriers  in  paying  their  bills. 

F.  G.  R03B, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OFFICII  :?0TSS:_ 

Leaving  Washington  on  Sunday,  Mr.  Stillwell  expects  to  go  on  a  month's 
trip  to  points  in  the  South  and  Middle  v*est,  in  the  interest  of  the  market 
reporting  work.    He  will  visit  representatives  of  this  Division  and  -ill  cenfe; 
with  State  officials,  growers  and  shippers  regarding  the  market  news  program. 
Stops  will  be  made  at  Marion,  ".0.;  Charleston,  S.C.;  Atlanta  and  Macon,  Ga.; 
Jacksonville,  Sanford  and  Orlando,  Fla.;  Mobile,  Ala.;  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.; 
Hammond  and  Hew  Orleans,  La.;  Aug  bin  and  Fort  worth,  Texas;  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis,  Mo.    At  Macon,  Mr.  Stillwell  will  confer  with  officials  of  the 
Georgia  Peach  Growers «  Exchange  regarding  market  news  and  standardization  work- 
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OFFICE  "OTIS:  (Continued) 

Mr.  Samson  expects  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Hew  York  Vegetable  Growers* 
Association,  at  Syracuse,  on  March  U.    He  will  discuss  especially  the  status 
and  prospects  of  the  lettuce  industry  in  Hew  York  State.    \7m.  H.  Lewis  has  pre- 
pared a  number  of  large  charts  on  lettuce  production,  shipments,  etc.,  which 
Mr.  Sanson  will  use  to  illustrate  his  talk* 

Mr.  Sherman  will  "be  at  Tifton,  Ga.,  this  Saturday,  attending  the  con- 
vention of  the  Melon  Distributors1  Association,    t-exi  week,  he  may  have  to 
go  to  Mobile  and  other  points  in  Alabama,  in  connection  with  proposed  shipping- 
point  inspection  work  in  that  State. 

Robert  Bier;  in  general  charge  of  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  in 
Florida,  accompanied  Dr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Sherman  on  part  of  their  trip  through 
southern  Florida  last  week.    Dr.  Taylor  is  making  his  headquarters  at  Homes- 
tead, Fla-,  for  a  short  period. 

H.  H,  Conklin,  Jr.,  spent  the  past  two  weeks  on  a  tour  of  points  along 
the  Fast  Coast  of  Florida,  investigating  the  grading  and  standardization  of 
vegetables  in  that  district.    Mr.  Mercker  also  visited  this  territory,  and 
retamed  to  Orlando  on  Saturday  evening,  with  Mr.  Conklin. 

Hathaniel  Farnworth,  of  Palmetto,  and  0.  G.  Strauss,  of  the  lakeland 
office,  served  as  judges  at  the  Manatee  County  Fair,  held  at  Bradento^m,  Fla,, 
last  week. 

S.  H.  Green,  Inspector  in  Cleveland,  substituted  for  2.  C.  FlOsg,  at 
Cincinnati,  a  few  days,  while  the  latter  was  on  sick  leave. 

On  account  of  the  death  of  his  father  at  Coliimbus,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  TT.H. 
Hosier,  in  charge  of  the  Waupaca  field  station,  was  obliged  to  go  to  Columbus 
for  a  few  days.    He  will  return  tc  duty  by  Monday. 

Having  completed  his  studies  of  the  terminal  auction  companies,  C.  17, 
Hauck  returned  to  the  Washington  office  this  morning*    Fn  route  from  Chicago, 
Mr.  Hauck  stopped  for  a  short  while  in  Pittsburgh. 

F.  J.  Eaehler,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  ^as  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  yesterday, 
handling  some  re inspect ions  in  that  city. 

F.  M.  Lyle  went  from  Hew  Haven,  Conn.,  to  Boston  this  week,  to  assist 
with  the  rush  of  inspection  work.    W.  F.  Plummer,  Havy  Inspector,  has  returned 
to  duty  in  Hoston,  and  Herbert  Graff,  his  substitute,  is  again  at  his  head- 
quarters in  Hew  York  City. 

For  the  present,  J.  7m.  park  has  his  desk  in  Mr.  Blair's  office,  Divi- 
sion of  Crop  and  Livestock  Hstimates.    Mr.  Park  is  serving  as  contact  man  be- 
tween the  Fruit  and  "vegetable  Division  and  Crop  Hstimates,  tc  bring  to  bear  on 
the  crop  reporting  work  on  truck  crops  and,  later,  fruits  all  resources  avail- 
able in  our  Division,  whether  in  the  Washington  office  or  in  market  or  field 
stations . 
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la.     VERY  SERIOUS  OOi'DITTOEG  III  SCUTHSRIT  CALIFORNIA. 

The  following  supplementary  letter  of  February  26,  from  H.  A.  Harris, 

tells  of  the  serious  situation  confronting  everybody  in  southern  California, 

due  to  lack  of  rain  and  mountain  snows  this  season: 

"I  was  through  the  San  Fernando  Valley  last  Sunday,  investigating 
the  water  situation,  and  find  that  it  is  very  acute.     This  Valley 
ordinarily' plants  5sOOO  to  8,000  acres  in  potatoes  during  the  period 
February  15  to  March  15,  but  present  indications  are  that  plantings  will 
be  less  than  1,000  acres. 

"As  you  know,  the  growers  in  that  section  are  dependent  on  the 
city  aqueduct  for  their  water  supply,  and  the  lack  of  rains  locally  and 
the  subnormal  amount  of  snow  in  the  mountains  have  caused  the  city  to 
withhold  the  use  of  water  for  flooding  the  land  so  that  it  may  be  plowed. 
As  a  general  thing,  the  smaller  growers  have  made  no  attempt  to  plant 
potatoes,  and  they  control  the  bulk  of  the  acreage,  with  their  one  to 
ten-acre  fields.    The  larger  growers  have  cultivated  their  fields  or,  in 
some  cases,  have  been  able  to  plow  and  are  trying  to  conserve  the  moisture 
in  the  hope  that  we  will  have  late  rains.     I  did  not  see  any  plantings, 
but  am  told  that  a  few  hundred  acres  have  been  planted  in  the  dry  ground, 
hoping  that  the  city  will  furnish  enough  water  with  which  to  irrigate 
the  crop. 

"I  asked  one  of  the  officials  of  the  City  Bureau  of  water  Works 
and  Supply  if  they  intended  to  furnish  the  growers  with  water  enough  to 
grow  their  crops,  in  case  they  were  able  to  plant  them  without  the  use 
of  water.    Ee  replied  that  they  were  making  the  growers  no  promises  and 
that  any  plantings  were  made  entirely  at  the  growers'  risk,     I  under- 
stand that  the  users  of  water  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley  have  an  agree- 
ment with  the  city,  guaranteeing  them  a  prior  right  in  the  use  of  water, 
but  it  would  take  a  court  action  to  enforce  any  such  agreement,  and  I 
am  sure  that  they  are  not  financially  able  individually  nor  have  they 
any  organization  to  bring  such  action  collectively. 

"Consequently,  there  will  be  very  few  potatoes  planted,  unless 
we  have  rains  in  excess  of  three  or  four  inches  during  the  next  two  or 
three  weeks.     It  is  unsafe  to  plant  potatoes  in  that  section  much  after 
March  15,  on  account  of  ravages  of  the  tuber  moth  in  late  summer.  The 
total  rainfall  in  Los  Angeles  to  date  this  season,  according  to  the 
Weather  Bureau,  is  1.82  inches,  compared  with  an  average  rainfall  to 
date  of  10,77  inches  and  an  average  total  for  the  season  of  I5.6U  inches. 
Last  year  wr-s  below  normal,  as  rainfall  to  this  date  was  7 .2C  inches. 

"I  have  no  direct  information,  but  understand  that  plantings  in 
Kern  County  will  be  nearly  as  heavy  as  last  year.     There  are  supposed  to 
be  around  1,000  acres  in  San  Diego  County  and  usually  there  are  about 
1,000  acres  planted  around  Riverside  and  San  Bernardino .     There  is, 

(Page  101) 
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however,  an  actual  shortage  of  wc  tar  in  all  southern  districts  and,  in 
fact,  over  all  of  the  State  south  of  San  Francisco  and  the  Delta.  Even 
those  sections  that  depend  on  wells  report  that  the  water  level  is  from 
five  to  ten  feet  "below  normal  at  this  time  of  the  year*      Even  if  these 
wells  do  not  50  dry  entirely,  the  lowering  of  the  water  level  requires 
additional  power  for  pumping  and,  on  account  of  the  light  snowfall  in 
the  mountains,  there  is  a  prospective  shortage  of  power*    I  am  reliably 
informed  that  the  Southern  California  Edison  Company,  one  of  the  largest 
producers  of  power  in  the  State,  has  ordered  three  large  units  for  pro- 
ducing power  from  oil  engines.    They  felt  that  the  situation  was  so  acute 
that  they  had  the  first  unit  shipped  by  express  at  an  enormous  trans- 
portation expense, 

"I  have  spoken  of  potatoes  "because  they  should  be  planted 
immediately  and  the  grower  must  decide  at  once  whether  he  will  gamble 
against  rain  in  buying  his  seed.    Tomatoes  will  be  curtailed  by  continued 
drought,  but  they  are  not  planted  for  30  days  yet  and,  besides,  they  re- 
quire less  water  than  potatoes.    The  Havel  orange  crop  is  pretty  well 
made  now,  but  generous  rains  would  increase  sizes  so  that  the  heavy 
percentage  of  small  unmarketable  or  singes  now  on  the  trees  would  be 
lowered.     The  Valencia  crow  will  make  or  fail  within  the  next  days, 
so  far  as  size  goes.     'The  spring  lettuce  crop  is  mostly  all  planted  and 
seems  to  be  much  less  than  last  year.    Deciduous  fruits  will  not  make 
much  of  a  crop,  unless  we    have  rains  soon.     C- rapes  will  suffer  least  of 
all,  though  many  vineyards  have  been  planted  on  more  or  iess  unsuitable 
ground  in  the  past  three  years  and  will  suffer  severely. 

"The  situation  is  very  serious  and  is  depressing  ail  ines  of 
business,  as  it  is  qui te problematical  how  extensive  the  crop  failures 
may  be.    Ordinarily,  very  little  rain  falls  after  the  first  of  April,  so 
that,  if  the  drought  continues  for  the  next  month,  we  will  have  in 
addition  to  the  present  lack  of  moisture  a  shortage  of  water  and  electric 
power  for  the  summer  months.     The  Imperial  Valley  alone  is  assured  of  a 
normal  water  supply,  because  they  draw  their  water  from  the  Colorado 
River . 11 

2a,  QREOOIT   

R,  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  sent  the  following  information 

under  date  of  February  27: 

"It  now  looks  as  if  a  serious  loss  will  be  suffered  by  the  Oregon 
onion  growers.     There  are  still  large  stocks  held  and  there  is  really 
no  buying  price  in  the  territory.     Shipments  now  going  are  mostly  unsold. 
If  you  recall  the  review  of  Oregon  onions  I  wrote  you  last  fall,  there 
are  two  distinct  crops  here,  the  Lake  Labische,  which  is  only  a  moderate 
keeper,  and  the  Sherwood  onion,  which  is  a  long  keeper.     The  lake 
Labische  crop  is  supposed  to  clean  up  first,  but  many  of  them  are  still 
left  and  getting  pretty  soft.     It  has  been  a  poor  winter  for  keeping 
onions.    We  had  only  one  short  spell  of  cold  weather,  lasting  less  than 
a  week.    The  remainder  of  the  time  has  been  practically  free  from  frost; 
so  the  crop  as  a  whole  will  not  have  its  keeping  qualities  of  ordinary 
years.    The  whole  crop  was  put  away  two  or  three  weeks  early  last  fall, 
because  of  exceptional  curing  weather.     I  do  not  think  the  Sherwood 
onions  are  going  to  pieces  very  early.    But  the  crop  as  a  whole  is  in 
poorer  condition  than  usual  and  many  onions  sprouting," 
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lb .      SEM)  C ORRESP 0 ITDEN  C E  AW  WIPES  TO  WA.SHIrTGTOII, 

Just  before  Mr*  Still  well  left,  on  his  southern  trip,        dictated  the 
following  item  for  inclusion  in  the  Division  Letter: 

"During  my  absence  from  Washington,  Mr,  Eoree  will  he  immediately 
in  charge  of  the  administrative  work  of  the  project,  and  it  is  desired  that 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  work,  including  assignments,  personnels 
etc,  be  referred  direct  to  Washington  rather  than  to  me.      Routine  matters 
requiring  immediate  action,  if  sent  to  me  at  some  point  en  route,  will 
have  to  be  referred  to  'Tashington  before  action  can  be  taken." 

2b ,      SPEC IAL  REPCET  imOM  I.V-EKET  STATIOITo^ 

With  this  Division  Letter  i?:  a  sample  report  to  be  followed  by  all 
market  station  men  in  furnishing  advice  as  to  the  collection  and  distribution 
of  market  information  at  their  stations*.     Full  instructions  are  given5  while 
the  sample  report  itself  is  explanatory  of  what  is  needed*    It  is  written  as 
a  grade  rather  than  as  an  axact  reucrt,  but  the  headings  and  general  arrange- 
ment should  be  followed  closely. 

The  following  offices  are  requested  to  furnish  this  information: 
Boston,  iJew  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Atlanta,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati, 
Chicago,  Minneapolis,  St .Louis,  Kansas  City,  Fort  Worth,  Denver,  Salt  Lake 
City,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  Portland, 

3b ,    _j.SXICAi'  TOMATOES  MOVING-  FREELY. 

In  the  following  wire  of  March  1>  H.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
office,   tells  of  the  active  movement  of  tomatoes  from  Mexico 

"Am  informed  by  shippers  that  100  cars  of  Mexican  tomatoes  are 
expected  to  be  shipped  weekly  during  March,  with  possibly  150  cars  as  peak 
"during       the  second;  or  third  week «    Fields  damaged  by  nailhead  are  about 
cleaned  up,  and  future  shipments  are  expected  to  show  improved  quality." 

^b ,      APPLE  MAPKETIIIG-  PEOPLE:  S  III  I"0ETF,7EST. 

The  Yakima  Valley  Traffic  and  Credit  Association,  Yakima,  Wash,,  has 
issued  a  most  interesting  report,  known  as  Bulletin  Ho.  5^7  and  dated  February 
lj,  1924-*,   It  consists  of  seven  mimeographed  pages  and  is  an  address  de- 
livered at  a  meeting  of  the  Wenatehee_ Valley     Traffic  Association,  Wenatchee, 
on   January  IS,  by  f,  0.  Dow;.  of  the  Dow  Fruit  Company.    Mr,  Dow    spent  con* 
siderable  talme  studying  the  apple  industry  in  eastern  States  and  the  distribu- 
tion in  eastern  markets,  and  he  draws  some  important  conclusions  from  these 
investigations  as  they  affect  the  industry  in  the  Northwest*; 

This  Bulletin  No.  5^7  ^as  issued  primarily  for  members  of  the  Yakima 
Valley  Association,  but  Mr,  Samson,  of  the  Washington  office,  will  endeavor 
to  obtain  copies  for  any  interested  employees.    Applications,  therefore, 
sJ^J2-ld  be  addressed  to  K,  W«  Samson,  with  the  understanding  that  he  may  not 
be  able  to  fill  the  orders,  in  case  Yakima  organization  does  not  have  copies 
for  outside  distribution. 
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5b ,    BE  CAREFUL  II  REPOSTI!^-  MIX13D  CARS, 

On  July  Ij  1922s  Transportation  Circular  F.&V,  NoB  12  superseded 
Transportation  Circular  No*  ICS,  which  provided  that  mixed  cars  containing 
Sofo  of  one  commodity  should  be  reported  as 


Circular  F«.&Y«  Moa  12  changed  these  instructions 


solid  car  of  that  commodity. 
,  so  that  carriers  are  re- 


quirea  to  report  any  cars  ccntajLnjuig;  mere  than  ore  commodity a  reg-oriless 
of  percentages,,  as  mixed  cars.  Market  station  representatives  should  be 
careful  to  make  their  arrival  reports  on  the  sane  basis. 


6b, 


urn 
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Jc  Austen  Hunter,  in  a  letter  of  February  20,  tells  further  of  the 
successful  distribution  of  market  reports  in  the  State  of  Texas :^ 

"You  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  we  put  across  cur  first 
market  copy  to  Brownsville  today,  a  complete  report  on  cabbage,  beets 
and  carrots.     This  gives  us  a  *  leased  radio  service''  out  of  Austin  to 
three  points,-  Houston,  Laredo  and  Brownsville^  all  of  which  are  using 
the  information  to  good  advantage  through  local  papers.    See  enclosed  map, 

,:tfe  also  have  two  newspapers  at  Austin  printing  the  market  news 
on  cabbage  and  spinach,  and  with  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  Googe  on  Y73AP, 
Fort  Worth,  we  have  that  station,  as  well  as  WFAA,  Dallas;  WOAI,  San 
Antonio;  WEAY,  Houston,  end  WGM9  Austin, 

"We  use  an  amateur  at  Laredo  for  f«o.b,  reporting,  but  todayfs 
Valley  f'„o5bees  came  through  Fort  Brcwn,  and  we  hope  to  have  this  regu- 
lar lyc    Since  it  has  been  in  operation  this  season  from  the  Valley,  we 
have  been  handling  the  f .o.b.  by  special  delivery  mail    to  Houston, 
from  which  point  it  was  passed  through  by  radio,  prior  to  the  9:15 

able  to  put  the  copy  on  the 


broadcast,    we  win  be 
wire  much  earlier  under 

KEY  TO  MAP: 
1.  Austin 
2C  Dallas 
3 «  San  Antonio 
h-o  Ecus  t  on 
5.  Galveston 
6  e  Lar  edo 
7«  Brownsville 


the  new  system." 


DO  J 


Solid  lines 
represent  newspaper 
telegraph  lines  co  the 
Lai las 
Gal  v 

San  Antonio  "Ezcpress ,  " 
Dashed  lines  indicate  radio  service  to 


iveston  "IJews"  and 


'onicle 


Dispatch1 


Laredo  "Times"  and  Brownsville  "HeraldfrXx  ^jgj 
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7b.    RADIO  REPORT S  IN  MB]   YCHK  CITY, 

The  semi-annual  report  from  New  York  includes  the  following: 

''Effective  about  the  first  of  December,  an  arrangement  .was  made 
with  Station  WEAF,  of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  to 
broadcast  a  brief  report  on  fruits  and  vegetables  and  livestock  and  fresh 
meats  at  noon  each  day,-  except  Mondays  and  Saturdays  when  the  station 
was  not  operated,-  the  report  on  fruits  and  vegetables  giving  carlot  ar- 
rivals, condition  of  market,  and  general  price  ranges  on  the  more  impor- 
tant commodities*    It  nas  read  at  the  broadcasting  station  by  the  tech- 
nical assistant  from  our  office,  who  afterward  read  the  livestock  report 
which  was  delivered  here  by  the  Livestock  Project  by  11:30  each  day. 

"Toward  the  end  of  December,  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  our 
fruit  and  vegetable  report  was  combined  with  the  similar  report  by  the 
New  York  State  Department  of  Farms  and  1/Sarkets.    Under  the  present  pro- 
gram, our  man  reads  ohe  reports  one  week  and  a  man  from  the  State  De- 
partment the  next.    Information  for  completing  these  reports  is  exchanged 
by  telephone. 

"Station  Y7JZ  is  now  broadcasting  a  short  report,  furnished  by  the 
State  Department,  at  5:30  p.m.  daily,  and  it  is  hoped  to  work  a  combined 
report  into  their  schedule*     (This  arrangement  has  since  been  effected*- 
Editor)    Returns  from  a  questionnaire,  used  in  circularizing  our  mimeo- 
graphed report  list,  are  yet  incomplete,  hut  they'  show  very  encouraging 
results  as  to  the  size  of  our  radio  audience  and  also  give  indication 
that  an  audience  fully  as  large  or  larger  would  listen  in  on  our  reports 
regularly,  if  broadcast  at  5^30  in  the  evening." 

Sb .    EESULTS  OE  CIRCULARIZATIQN. 

In  a  recent  circularization  of  his  mailing  list,  0.  D.  Miller,  New 
York  office,  used  a  questionnaire  to  ascertain  the  relative  popularity  of 
various  features  of  the  service.    About  70$  of  the  letters  had  been  returned, 
when  the  following  tabulation  of  results  was  made: 

Relative  Value  of  Features  to  Subscribers  of  New  York  Reports. 
Local  market  conditions  and  prices  100$ 
Carlot  arrivals  8*4$ 
Market  information  from  producing  districts  S-4$ 
Crop  notes  from  producing  districts  73$ 
Carlot  shipments  72$ 
Weather  forecast  65$ 
Seasonal  reviews  of  N.  Y.  market  on  special  commodities  57$ 
Weekly  summary  of  arrivals  y¥p 
Monthly  summary  of  arrivals  hjfo 
Annual  summary  of  arrivals  1+9$ 
•Terminal  f.o.b.  auction  reports  1+5$ 
Passings  at  Potomac  Yards,  Edgemoor  and  Salamanca  hVp 
Noon  radio  report  25$ 
Preference  for  5 J 30  radio  report  1S$ 
Information  by  phone  on  other  markets  7$ 
The  information  on  passings,  while  not  of  value  to  such  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  readers,  is  considered  practically  indispensable  by  most  of 
the  principal  receivers  in  Ne1-  York  City,  many  of  whom  telephone  for  it  reg- j 
ularly.    A  good  interest  is  manifested  in  the  reports  of  terminal  f.o.b.  auc- 
tions, considering  the  short  time  that  these  reports  have  been  a  feature. 
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The  vote  on  radio  service,  while  not  large,  is  encouraging,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  reports  have  "been  "broadcast  only  during  the  last  two  months 
and  that  they  have  gone  out  at  noon  when  it  has  net  been  the  habit  of  many 
persons  to  use  their  receiving  sets.    .Returns  concerning  radio  indicate  reg- 
ular listeners  to  this  report  as  far  away  as  eastern  Long  Island,  Massachu- 
setts, --estern  New  York,  and  southern  Hew  Jersey .    It  is  "believed  that,  if 
a  vote  on  this  subject  is  taken  "  i  six  months  from  now,  the  interest  in  this 
feature  rill  show  an  increase  of  several  hundred  per  cent.    On  the  basis  of 
replies  received,  Mr,  Miller  has  just  completed  an  arrangement  with  Station 
wJZ  to  accept  a  report,  to  be  broadcast  along  with  other  information  of  this 
character  which  they  put  on  the  air  at  5:30  p.nu 

As  classified  shortly  before  circularization,  the  Lie"  York  mailing 
list  for  the  daily  miscellaneous  report  was  made  up  of  1,220  names,  of  which 
k'62  (or  Uop)  were  classified  as  producers;  280  (or  23£>)  as  country  wholesalers, 
and  23^ (or  IJp)  as  city  wholesalers. 

Below  are  a  few  of  the  favorable  replies  received  to  circularization: - 

This  rewly  is  from  Ontario,  Canada:  "As  you  invite  remarks  about  the 
service,  would  say  that  it  is,  to  my  mind,  very  helpful.    Growers  here  de- 
pend on  my  receiving  these  reworts,  as  they  wish  information  from  time  to 
time  on  the  markets  in  the  States,    The  wonderful  organization  of  the  United 
States  Dept.  of  Agriculture  is  a  great  help  to  growers,  cooperative  associa- 
tions and  all  others  interested  in  -production  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and 
the  distribution  of  them." 

Prom  a  Long  Island^ farmer  came  this  answer:  "we  find  it  impossible 
to  farm  without  your  daily  report." 

A  ne"  spaper  feature  writer  said:  "Reports  especially  needed  on  Mon- 
days and  Thursdays  by  noon,  for  daily  food  column." 

This  answer  came  from  Pleasant ville,  IT. J.:  "As  market  master  of  two 
retail  markets  in  Atlantic  City,  attended  by  75  farmers,  these  reports  are 
essential 

A  prof essor  at  Syracuse  University  wrote:  "This  information  is  very 
helpful  to  me  in  teaching  courses  in  marketing ," 

From  Lockport,  K.  Y,,  came  this  response:  "From  my  office  your  reports 
are  used  by  some  20  shippers,    Reports  are  kept  on  file  day  by  day  annually." 

V7ith  reference  to  an  evening  radio  report,  one  replied:  "An  after-sup- 
per report  is  the  fcats.'" 

The  Sunt,  of  Transportation  of  Gulf  Coast  Lines,  Texas,  wrote:  "This 
authentic  market  information  has  eliminated  75$  of  the  'decline  in  market* 
damage  claims,  and  is  highly  appreciated," 

From  far-off  San  Francisco  these  words  were  received:  "As  traffic 
representative  for  over  100  California  fruit  and  vegetable  shippers  and 
Secretary  of  California  Yiholesale  Potato  Dealers  Assn,,  your  daily  market 
report  s  are  i nvaluable . " 

9b.     IN  "CROPS  AMD  iriAKKlffS"  FOR  MARCH  1: 

Page  133  -  Special  paragraph  on  Cabbage  in  weekly  review* 

l|j+  -  Marketing  California  Cherries.      )  these  articles  are  frora 
135  -  Produce  Marketed  by  Cooperatives.    «fA^icnltTiral  Co  oner  at  ion." 
-  otrawberry  sales  in  Ozark  Region,; 

B.  C.  EOREE, 
Investigator  in  Market  Surveys* 
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lc.     "MATURE  ffiM"  NOT  "(SEEN"  TOMATOES . 

W,  V.  Stephens,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  tomato  inspection  work  at 
Homestead,  Florida,  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  rising  the  term  "mature 
green"  instead  of  the  single  word  "green",  which  may  be  interpreted  to  mean 
that  the  tomatoes  were  picked  in  an  immature  condition*    Will  all  Inspectors 
take  note  of  this  important  point  and  write  their  tomato  certificates  according- 
ly. 

2c*    WIRE  FOR  SHIPPING-POINT  INFORMATION, 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  large  quantities  of  apples  are  "being 
Shipped  from  storages  in  the  Northwest*    It  is  to  "be  expected  that  some  of 
this  stock  will  show  decay  at  shipping  points.    Some  of  the  shipping-point 
certificates  show  this  condition  at  the  present  time.    Receiving-point  Inspector' 
should  not  issue  condition  certificates  without  knowing  what  the  shipping- 
point  inspection  showed*    If  inspection  is  requested  on  a  car  which  is  listed 
on  the  shipping-point  inspection  sheets  sent  out  from  the  Washington  office 
daily,  information  should  "be  obtained  from  this  office  as  to  the  condition 
at  shipping  point,  "before  your  certificate  is  issued. 

3c*    LISTS  OF  CARS  INSPECTED  AT  SHIPPING  POINTS 

On  the  lists  of  cars  inspected .at  shipping  points  in  the  various 
States,  stars  are  placed  in  front  of  numbers  of  cars  which  the  certificates 
show  are  definitely  out  of  grade.    The  number  ■  sign         is  placed  before 
the  numbers  of  cars, parts  of  which  are  up  to  grade.    The  fact  that  the  other 
numbers  listed  show  no  marks  means  that  the  lots  are  either  up  to  grade  or 
that    they  are  not  inspected  in  accordance  with  definite  grade  specifications. 
The  absence  of  any  mark  before  the  car  number,   does  not  indicate  high  quality 
of  product.    It  may  mean  that  it  is  a  lot  of  No,  2  grade.    Whenever  a  question 
is  raised  regarding  the  grade  or  quality  of  a  lot  on  which  reinspection  is 
requested,  a  wire  should  be  sent  immediately  to  this  office  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  facts  as  shown  on  the  certificate, 

The  "#"  sign  is  used  only  when  a  definite  brand,  variety,  or  lot  is 
declared  up  to  grade,  while  other  parts  of  the  same  car  are  not  up  to  grade. 
It  is  not  used  for  certificates  which  show  "Most  sacks  meet  requirements  of 
U„  St  Grade  Wo,  1,  but  many  do  not  meet  requirements  of  this  grade  on  account 
of  defects  stated  above,"    A  car  which  is  described  in  this  way  is  marked  on 
the  list  as  not  meeting  grade  requirements, 

When  wiring  to  the  Washington  office  for  information  regarding  any  car- 
lot  recorded  on  the  shipping-point  lists,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  date 
shown  on  the  list  on  which  the  number  is  found.    This  will  aid  in  finding 
the  certificate  in  the  Washington  files „ 

He,    POPULARITY  OF  INSPECTION  SERVICE  IN  COLORADO, 

*"~        "  '   i    in    ■■  ■    ■  ■   ■  ■  ■  ■■■■  mm  ■  mmm  -  ■  ■  ■  m  ■  w—mm 

E.  F#  McKune,  of  the  Denver  office,  advises  that  one  of  the  largest 
potato  shippers  of  the  State,  who  did  not  use  the  inspection  service  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  but  who  uses  it  very  extensively  at  present,  is  now 
a  strong  advocate  of  inspection.    This  shipper  said  that,  bofore  Ms  firm 
began  using  the  inspection  service  on  potatoes,  they  lost  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, chiefly  because  their  loader  misrepresented  the  stock  they  had  bought. 
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(The  next  four  items  are  from  the  Florida  "weekly  News  Letter.) 

5c.    LATEST  CHOP  ZSTIIiATFS  FOR  FLOP II A . 

H .  A.  Marks,  Truck  Crop  Specialist^  submitted  the  following  information 
on  the  estimated  production  of  Florida  crops.    "tfith  the  exception  of  Sweet 
Corn,  it  is  n&os/t  certain  that  inspections  will  "be  made  on  all  the  commodities 
name&i    These  datav  therefore,  are  of  interest  to  all  51  »&V .  men. 

NOTSj_    Some  discrepancies  exist  "between  these  figures  and  those  issued 
from  Washington  office  under  date  of  March  1.    For  example,-  Washington  report 
says  that  total  cucumber  acreage  may  exceed  the  10,337  acres  of  last  season, 
whereas  the  report  "below  indicates  a  total  of  7»500  acres.    The  following  es- 
timates therefore,  may  be  subject  to  correction: 

"Vat erm el ens i     Total  acreage  for  the  State  estimated  at  20,000  to  22,000 
acres,  of  which  6,000  are  planted  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  and  the 
remainder  north  and  west  of  Qcala . 

Tomatoes ;    Approximately  1S,50C  acres  planted  along  the  East  Coast  up 
to  Vero;  3>50C  acres  along  Lake  Okeechobee;  3»50®  around  Manatee  County; 
12,000  in  Marion  County  and  6,000  in  Sumter  County,  commonly  known  as  the 
Ocaia  Section. 

Cucumbers :    Approximately  7,500  acres  set  out  in  the  entire  State, 1,500 
of  which  are  in  the  TJauchula  section;  1,200  in  Winter  Garden  district;  1,500 
to  1,800  in  Webster,  Bushnell,  and  Center  Hill  district;  2,000  in  YTilliston; 
500  in  Romeo  and  5OO  acres  at  Ocala *    The  rest  is  scattered  over  the  State. 

Sweet  Corn:    Approximately  2,000  acres  set  out  in  the  State,  most  of 
which  is  planted  in  Alachua  County. 

Potatoes ;    Approximately  30*030  acres  set  out  in  the  State,  heaviest 
plantings  being  made  in  Hastings  section,  where  19,000  acres  are  planted. 
The  remaining  acreage  is  scattered  from  Fort  Myers  as  far  north  as  Escambia. 

Peppers :    About  1. J00  acres  in  the  State,  equally  divided  among  Fort 
Myers,  Manatee,  and  Sanford  sections. 

Gc .    SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AT  F I  ?•  IDA  SHINING  POINTS  : 

Inspections  made  during  the  period  February  16  to  2Q  were  as  follows: 


Section .  Cars , 

Clearwater,   15 

Fort  Myers   59 

Homestead  ,   251 

Lees  burg..   21 

Orlando.,.   29 

Palmetto   H2 

Sanford   l6S 

Y/inter  Haven,..   2b 

Total   617 


Products .  Cars 
Grapefruit . ..........  6l 

Orange  s   3^ 

Mixed  Citrus   23 

Tangerines   2 


Total   120 

Tomatoes   25I 

Celery..*  199 

Cabbage  ,   3S 

Mixed  Vegetables   7 

Lettuce  «   2 

Total   U97 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  February  2g,  Par.  10c,  inspections  for 
•period  February  1  to  15  were  tabulated,    Grand  total  this  season  to  the 
middle  of  February  was  given  as  3,226  cars.    By  adding  the  6l7  cars  inspected 
during  the  second  half  of  February,  the  total  to  end  of  February  is  3 , SU3  cars 
Daily  average  inspections  February  l6  to  29  had  decreased  to  51  cars.  Total 
vegetable  inspections  since  the  beginning  of  the  service  are  2,51^,  and  total 
citrus  fruits  1,329  cars. 
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7c  .     SITUATION  AT  *."'-"JCHjT-X.  FIA, 

Lesley  3.  Hill,  local  inspecboi  at  the  Orlando  office,  makes  the  follow- 
ing statement  concerning  conditions  at  Tauehula,  which  he  visited  the  past 
week:-     "The  potato  acreage  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  last  season  and 
there  will  be  abcr.it  1,000  cars  of  pot? toes,  cucumbers,  and  tomatoes  shipped 
from  the  vtauchula  district*    This  is  approximately  2^  less  than  the  estimated 
production,  on  account  of  the  heavy  stems  experienced  about  a  week  ,  ago  *  The 
movement  cf  potatoes  and  cucumbers  is  expected  to  start  about  April  1,  and  that 
of  tomatoes  the  latter  part  of  April,    The  wauchula  Truck  Growers1  Association 
handles  35$  of  the  tonnage  and  plans  to  have  inspections  made  on  the  total 
output . " 

Sc  .     SPgOIAL  CITH'JS  FJSTCRT  ♦ 

The  following  report  was  released  by  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  Agricultural 
Statistician,  Gainesville,  Florida,  on  March  3,  and  contains  the  latest  esti- 
mates on  citrus  in  that  State: 

"There  are  7,700,000  boxes  of  citrus  fruit  on  the  trees  to  be  shipped 
during  the  balance  cf  the  present  season*    About  12,300,000  boxer  were  shipped 
to  February  25*    Last  season,  tc  the  same  date,  11,200,000  boxes  had  been  ship- 
ped, and  5»700,COO  boxes  -.'ere  marketed  during  the  rest  of  the  season. 

"The  movement  of  fruit  to  February  25  is  below  normal  expectation  for 
oranges,  and  suite  a  percentage  of  the  mid-season  crop  is  on  the  trees  instead 
of  in  the  markets,    Tangerines  have  moved  about  as  expected  and  but  little  of 
that  crop  remains  tc  be  snipped..    Grapefruit  movement  has  been  normal,  slightly 
faster  than  normal  in  fact,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  the  supply  will  be 
1  i gh t  for  the  1  a t e-  s e a s o n  d enaand s  . 

"The  loss  from  drops  is  not  materially  greater  than  usual,  although  a 
few  sections  sustained  heavy  losses,  and  a  general  heavy  loss  from  this  source 
is  apt  to  result  from  the  checked  movement  of  mid-season  fruit. 

"For  the  crop  remaining  on  trees,  oranges  are  divided  between  mid-season 
fruit  which  is  ready  to  move  and  late-season  varieties  which  will  not  move  until 
much  later  in  the  season,    The  grapefruit  crop  remaining  to  be  shipped  will 
likely  reach  3*050,000  boxes,  if  the  drop  for  the  rest  of  the  season  does  not 
exceed  its  usual  volume, 

"Present  indications  are  that  the  grapefruit  crop  will  fall  slightly 
under  our  £,000,000  box  estimate,  while  oranges,  including  tangerines,  will 
exceed  our  early  estimate  of  12,000,000  boxes  by  a  small  count f    This  figure 
will  not  be  reached  for  oranges,  however,  if  the  arop  of  mid- season  fruit 
becomes  abnormally  heavy." 

9 c  -    POTATO  STOCKS  TrZJ.lvrx-  III  COIOl^DQ ., 

According  to  the  weekly  ITews  Letter  cf  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service, 
it  is  estimated  by  these  closely  in  touch  with  the  situation  that  there  are 
between  2,000  and  2,500  cars /marketable  potatoes  yet  to  be  moved  from  that  State: 
The  Greeley  district  has  more  than  any  other  one  section. 

F .  G  *  kQBS, 

Specialist  in  Inspection.  . 

THIS  IS  GO  OF  g§  i|)|T  ir?:  ?-a::;"G  division  lftifrs  FVFR  PUBLISHED .  ^ 

Better  real  every  word  of  it. 


Id.   ■  PirS-^PLF  SIIUJ.7IC"  I"  FLORIDA.  '  < 

On  February  26,  Mr.  Conklin  wrote  a  very  interesting  letter  regarding 
pineapples  in  Florida.    It  is  well  worth  reading :- 

"Last  week  I  made  a  trip  down  the  East  Coast  of  Florida,  and  stoepod 
in  St.  Lucie  and  Palm  Peach  counties,  to  interview  pineapple  growers  and  in- 
vestigate the  possibilities  of  a  set  of  U.S.  grades  for  this  crop.    The  grow- 
ers have  recently  organized  a  cooperative  association  and  are  interested  in 
U.S.  grades  and  Government  inspection. 

"The  pineapple  industry  in  Florida  was  ouite  scattered  and  extensive 
until  1917»  when  a  heavy  freeze  completely  destroyed  a  large  part  of  the 
acreage.    Since  then,  plantings  have  bee"  restricted  to  a  narrow  strip  of 
territory  along  the  East  Coast  in  St.  Lucie  and  Palm  Beach  counties,  extending 
from  Vero  to  Yaraato  and  centering  around  Fort  Pierce,  Stuart  and  Pelray.  Plant- 
ing is  now  on  the  increase,  and  there  arc  now  about  100  growers  raising  the 
crop.    Fields  vary  in  size  from  i  to  HOD  acres,  with  most  around  5  to  10  acres* 
A  recent  survey  showed  that  there  are  1190  acres  planted,  of  which  about  9^5 
will  bear  this  season  and  265  come  in  next  year. 

"Afew  nine-year  old  fields,  which  withstood  the  freeze,  are  'still 
bearing  well,  but  most  of  the  old  fields  ere  not  over  U  to  5  y^ars.    It  takes 
two  years  to  get  a  bearing  field.    Slips  which  grow  at  the  base  of  the  fruit 
are  left  attached  to  the  parent  plant  until  about  August  and  are  then  re- 
moved and  used  to  set  a  new  field.    These  will  produce  fruit  in  20  to  2U  months. 
Suckers,  which  grow  at  the  base  of  the  plant,  are  left  attached  and  produce 
the  following  season's  fruit.    'They  are  never  used  to  set  new  fields  in  this 
district . 

"The  Bed  Spanish  is  the  only  variety  .grown.    A  plant  ordinarily  matures 
its  fruit  at  the  sane  time  every  year,  but  the  freeze  of  1917  disarranged 
the  fruiting  date  of  fields  which  were  not  destroyed;  so  a  few  pineapples  are 
picked  during  nearly  every  month  of  the  year.    However,  the  regular  shinning 
season  starts  about  May  10  and  lasts  until  July  10,  with  the  heaviest  period 
between  June  1  and  15 t 

"The  cooperative  organization  recently  formed  includes  most  of  the 
pineapple  growers.    It  is  called  the  Florida  Pineapple  Growers1  Association, 
and  consists  of  three  local  units  at  Ft.  Pierce,  Stuart  ard  Pe'iray  respective- 
ly.   The  officers  are  J.  S.  Schrador,  Delray,  Pres.;  James  H.  M  lliams,  Ft. 
Pierce,  Vice  Pres.;  and  J.  A.  Yoimgblood,  Stuart,  Sec.  &  Treas,    They  es- 
timate the  shipments  by  association  members  for  this  season  as  follows: 


Unit  Crates  Aoerox.  cars 

Defray"  25,000  Sg  " 

Stuart  50,000  l6b 
Ft.  Pierce  g.000  _26_ 

Total  S3, 000  277 


"The  growers  are  interested  in  putting  up  a  standard  pack  and  having 
Shipping-point  inspection.    The  largest  interests  in  the  section,  The  Florida 
Growers,  Inc.,  who  control  about  $00  acres,  have  a  new  grading  and  sizing 
machine,  made  by  the  Skinner  Co.    This  is  the  first  pineapple- si zer  used  on 
the  Fast  Coast.     It  consists  of  a  roller  conveyor,  grader  belt,  which  elevates 
the  fruit  to  two  six-inch,  canvas,  diverging  belts,  set  at  an  angle  of  about 
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45  degrees,  so  as  to  form  a  trough*    r£he  pineapples  are  carried  along  these 
belts,  crown  end  last,  until  the  opening  "between  the  "belts  is  large  enough 
for  thorn  to  fall  through  into  the  proper  packing  bin.-    The  man  who  does  the 
grading  on  the  roller  conveyor  also  watches  the  fruit,  to  see  that  they  do 
not  go  onto  the  sizcr  with  the  crown  ahead.    Trials  made  with  the  machine 
have  proved  very  satisfactory.    Probably  most  of  the  pineapples  loaded  at 
Stuart  will  be  packed- over  it.    One  of  the  largest  growers  at  Del ray  also  has 
ordered  one  of  the  machines • 

"There  seems  to  be  need  for  only  one  commercial  grade  of  pineapples, 
with  a  second  cull  grade.     It  is  important  that  fruit  be  well  formed.  This 
includes  the  crcwn,  which  should  be  single  and  straight,  and  the  fruit  itself, 
which  should  not  be  lopsided.    All  fruit  from  old  fields  has  a  tendency  to  be 
sunburned,  and  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  defects  affecting  grade.  The 
next  most  important  blemish  is  what  is  called  'plugging.'     In  pulling  the 
pine  from  the  plant,  a  hole  often  is  made  in  the  base  of  the  fruit.  This 
makes  the  fruit  very  susceptible  to  decay.    The  term  'plugging'  came  from  the 
practice  of  some  growers  plugging  up  these  holes,  so  that  buyers  would  not 
notice  them.    Growers  have  tried  parafining  over  these  holes  and  report  that, 
by  thus  keeping  out  the  air,  the  pineapples  carry  well.    All  fruit  showing 
holes  in  the  base  should  be  excluded  from  the  grade  as  mechanically  injured. 
It  is  common  knowledge  that  pine-apples,  when  packed  w0t,  will  not  carry,  and 
during  rainy  periods  the  pineapples  should  be  left  to  dry,  if  they  are  to 
meet  the  grades." 

2d .     GRADES  PROPOSED  POP  STRING  BZ.eS. 

'writing  from  Orlando,  3?la . ,  on  February  25,  S.  E.  Oonklin,  Jr.,  sub- 
mitted tentative  grades  for  string  beans.    Part  of  his  letter  is  quoted  below:- 

"YJhile  on  the  East  Coast  last  week,  I  spent  some  time  at  Pomoano,  work- 
ing on  string  bean  grades,  and  am  enclosing  a  set  of  tentative  grades.  This 
section  is  very  heavy  in  the  production  of  green  beans,  so  perhaps  some  of  these 
specifications  might  not  fit  wax  beans.    Growers  and  operators  in  this  dis- 
trict arc  not  interested  in  using  a  set  of  standard  grades,   out  these  speci- 
fications eover  what  they  consider  the  requirements  for  such  grades. 

"Growers  have  the  beans  nicked  on  contract,  brought  to  a  shed  at  the 
side  of  the  field,  dumped  upon  a  canvas  sloping  table  and  ,from  there,  packed 
into  28-qt.  hampers.    Often  the  old,  coarse,  spotted  beans  and  leaves  and  stems 
are  sorted  out.    However,  this  varies  with  different  growers.    'The  packed  ham- 
pers are  hauled  to  the  station  and  sold  for  cash  to  track  buyers,  who  either 
load  cars  or  ship  express.    Hampers  are  opened  and  offers  made  according  to 
quality, 

"Prices  vary  widely  with  quality;  for  example,  one  day  last  week  farmers 
were  paid  $4-50  per  hamper  for  the  best  young  tender  beans,  while  others  not 
quite  so  young  brought  $5- $3* 50  an&  some  coarse  beans,  showing  beans  in  the 
pods,  brought  $2.50.    One  large  grower  said  his  beans  at  $3*5^  Per  naraper 
were  netting  him  more  than  the  growers  who  were  getting  the  top  price,  because 
he  delayed  picking  a  few  days  and  greatly  increased  his  volume.    Some  growers, 
however,  wait  too  long  and  their  beans  get  so  old:  and  tough  that  they  receive 
the  extremely  lew  prices,  and  so  do  not  realize  well  on  the  crop*     This  fact 
and  because  growers  receive  cash  on  track  make  the  growers  little  interested 
in  grades.     The  cash  buyers  consign  or  sell  joint-account  a  large  part  of 
the  stock.  (continued  over) 
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"It  is  estimated  that  the  section  around  I-'ompano  has  4,000  to  5,000 
acres  of  string  beans  planted  this  season0    Four  growers  each  have  200  to  U00 
acres,  while  the  rest  of  the  acreage  is  divided  among  75  to  100  growers,  who 
have  5  t0  5^  acres  each*    Less  than  ^0  acres  are  wax  beans  and  the  balance 
green*    Of  this,  about  G^fo  of  the  acreage  is  Black  Valentine  variety  and  the 
remainder  Refugee a    Shipments  started  December  1,  and  will  continue  until  about 
Majjr  10,    Last  season.,  15S  cars  left  this  point,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about 
the  same  amount  will  be  shipped  this  season.    About  "fOfc  of  the  crop  moves  in 
l.c.l*  lots  and  is  not  included  in  this  figure « 

"Three  grades  are  needed  for  beans •    The  first  grade  shoi.il d  include 
young,  tender  beans,  clean,  bright  and  not  spotted*    The  second  grade  should 
include  beans  which  may  be  old,  tough  and  stringy,  slightly  dirty,  or  dull, 
but  free  of  spots.    This  grade  will  include  a  wide  variety  of  lots  and  rightly 
so.    The  third  grade  is  a  cull  one,  to  take  care  of  lots  badly  spotted. 

11  It  is  desirable  that  lots  be  1  reasonably  uniform, '  because  it  adds 
greatly  to  their  appearance*    A  lot  of  beans  may  be  slightly  past  their  prime, 
but,  if  no  young  tender  beans  are  mixed  in  the  lot,  they  may  sell  for  nearly 
as  much  as  young  beans  which  are  smaller,  especially  in  the  Middle  'West,  where 
large  pods  are  desired*     ^t  is  common  practice  for  the  growers  to  pick  out 
the  large,  old  pods." 

3d.    APPLE  SITUATION  IN  NORTHWEST , 

The  following  comments  were  received  in  a  recent  letter  from  an  apple 
shipper^ 'in  the  State  of  Washington: 

"The  movement  of  apples  out  of  Yakima,  and  Wenatchee  since  the  first 
of  January  has  been  unusually  heavy,  but  of  course  prices  have  been  low,, 
The  demand  for  Winesaps  came  earlier  than  usual,  and  Delicious  have  been 
doing  well.    Homes  and  other  varieties  have  been  slow  and  had  to  be  forced 
at  a  sacrifice*,   The  market  on  Wine saps  is  firm  here,  due  to  the  heavy  move- 
ment, -  better  than  East.    The  South  and  Kiddle  West  have  been  buying  freely* 
If  the  weather  holds  cool,  it  looks  like  a  good  clean-up  here,  and  the  advance 
in  price  will  cover  the  storage  charges  at  least.    Canada  is  about  cleaned 

up  and  will  buy  quite  a  few  cars  during  the  next  two  months*  Altogether, 
we  feel  somewhat  encouraged,  and  are  hoping  to  get  out  with  a  little  profit  at 
the  end  of  the  season.    Weather  conditions  have  been  good  and  common  storage 
is  cleaning  up  fast." 

l+d.     IN  FEBRUARY  SUPPLEMENT  TO  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS," 

It  was  impossible  to  issue  the  February  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  Mar- 
kets" until  Wednesday,  March  5* 

In  addition  to  the  usual  monthly  farm  prices  of  various  products  and 
the  production  tables  for  several  lines,  attention  of  F,  &  V,  employees  is 
called  particularly  to  the  following  items :- 

Page  5L  -  Stocks  of  Potatoes  on  Hand  January  1,  by  States. 

55  -  Total  value  of  fruits  and  of  vegetables  for  year  1923* 

63  -  February  1  report  of  Cold  Storage  Holdings  of  Apples  and  Lemons. 

6h  -  Filler  on  New  Jersey  Potatoes  trucked  into  Philadelphia* 

68  -  Carlot  Shipments  for  December,  by  States*, 

69  -  Half  of  Michigan's  Potatoes  Marketed,  -  by  R.  H.  Shoemaker. 

-  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  for  December  and  January, 

-  Filler  on  marketing  methods  in  the  box  apple  region. 

70  -  Carlot  Shipments  for  January,  by  States. 

71  -  Honey  Prospects  Variable,  but  Generally  Good,  (monthly  review) 

-  Farmers'  Stocks  of  Peanuts  Now  Light,  (monthly  review) 
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Sd.     CELERY  GIADES  11'  OESC-C" . 

In  response  cc  par*  3d  in  Division  Letter  of  February  21,  R*  L. 
Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  wrote  this  letter  of  February  26:- 

"I  certainly  endorse  the  plan  to  control  the  length  of  the  edible 
-portion  of  the  stalk  in  U*  S.  No.  1  g~ade .    Just  last  week  a  car  was  re- 
jected in  Portland  solely  because  the  stock  was  short;  I  was  called  upon 
for  an  inspection,  and  evidence  was  gathered  by  the  shipper  by  photograph 
and  other  means  to  back  up  a  law  suit,    personally,  I  felt  that  the  re- 
ceiver had  a  just  grievance  against  the  stock,  but  upon  examination  I 
was  able  to  put  out  of  grade  only  the  six-dozen  size  because  of  the  open 
and  pithy  condition  of  the  bunches*    I  stated  on  the  certificate  that 
the  lower  joint  of  the  stalks  ranged  from  U  to  b  inches.    I  do  not  know 
just  vshat  length  should  be  considered  No,  1,  but  the  grades  are  entirely 
too  indefinite  as  they  are  and  I  imagine  about  6  inches  should  be  the 
minimum.    The  trade  does  not  consider  that  short  stuff  as  No.  1,  and  we 
can  not  convince  them  that  it  is. 

"I  have  been  considerably- bothered  by  the  lack  of  heart  formation. . 
in  some^ shipment; s »    Some  of  the  California  stock  this  year  has  been  nota- 
bly free  from  the  part  that  is  really  most  desirable,  but  at  the-  same 
time  the  stalks  had  a  good  outward  appearance." 

$a,   in\'ES?i:-;.:ioi.  Qj  quion  grades  in  colqpaso. 

The  following  letter  of  February  27  Came  from  E.  F.  McKune,  at  Denver: 
"I  have  nor;  completed  onion  grade  investigations  in  the  Greeley 
district  and  Western  Slope  district,  and  will  investigate  the  Arkansas 
Valley  district  within  a  few  days.    In  making  these  investigations  I  used 
your  suggested  grades  -  the  ones  where  size  is  separated  from  quality  and 
condition, 

"TThenever  I  found  one  or  more  interested  onion  men,  we  discussed 
the  present  onion  grades  and,  incidentally,  the  matter  of  new  grades  was 
brought  up.    If  a  sack  cf  onions  ran  available,  the  men  were  asked  to 
select  what  they  considered  snail,  medium,  and  large  onions.    These  were 
then  measured  for  size,  with  the  following  results:  in  practically  every 
case  these  men  considered  small  onions  to  range  from  l|"  to  1  3/^"i  med- 
ium, from  1  3/UH  to  2l" ;  large,         and  up.    There  ".as  no  objection  to 
having  an  extra^large  size, 

"I  was  not  able  to  convince  the  largest  shipper  of  onions  in  the 
State,  that  grade  and  size  should  be  separated.    His  opinion  was  that  the 
minimum  for  U.  S,  No,  1  onions  should  be  ij",  and  that  we  should  do  aray 
with  the  present  Medium,  leaving  the  present  Large  as  it  is,  and,  there- 
fore, calling  the  grades  U.  S«  No.  1  and  U.  S,  No.  1  Large. 

"My  personal  opinion  is  that  the  grades  which  you  suggest  are  en- 
tirely applicable  to  Colorado  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  the  mini- 
mum size  for  Small,    An  1-r11  onion  can  hardly  be  termed  a  commercial  on- 
ion, unless  it  is  used  as  a  boiler* 

"The  matter  of  skinned  or  bald  onions  was  discussed  in  each  case, 
Offhand,  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  eliminating  bald  onions.  However, 
as  soon  as  they  realized  that  peeling  or  loosening  of  the  outer  skin  was 
a  condition  liable  to  develop  in  transit,  they  immediately  reversed  their 
decision,  and  I  am  afraid  that  for  the  present  at  least  we  will  not  be 
able  to  exclude  skinned  or  partly  skinned  onions  in  our  grades/' 

"The  Delta,  Olathe,  and  Iviontrose  districts  plan  to  out  out  approxi- 
mately 3, 000  acres  during  this  coming  season,  an  increase  of  nearly  ko  per 
cent  over  the  past  year," 
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ETTUCE  S  ITU  AT  ION  IS  NSW  YORK  STATS, 


At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Vegetable  Growers1  Association,  held  at 
Syracuse  University  on  Tuesday,  it  developed  that  the  truck  growers  of 
western  New  York  had  suffered  financial  reverses  during  the  past  season  and 
that  they  keenly  realize  the  lack  of  standardization  of  their  products. 
Mr«  Sanson,  who  attended  this  meeting  and  discussed  particularly  the  lettuce 
industry,  reports  that  there  is  an  apparent  desire  to  improve  conditions  and 
that  much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  Eederal  grades  for  lettuce.  A 
unanimous  vote  was  recorded  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  these  grades  by  the 
truck  growers  as  a  standard  for  western  iiew  York,  and  shipping-point  in- 
spection of  lettuce  and  other  products  was  endorsed  after  Mr*  Samson  had  pre- 
sented this  phase  of  the  situation!    Attendance  at  the  meeting  possibly  totaled 
150. 

in  order  to  compare  the  growth  of  the  lettuce  industry  in  NewYork 
State  with  the  increase  made  in  competing  sections,  Mr*  Samson  displayed  a 
number  of  convincing  graphs  or  charts,    Cariot  shipments  of  this  vegetable  in 
1923  showed  the  following  percentage  increases  over  the  shipments  of  1920: 

Increase  j  Increase 
New  York  .  ...     79$    !  Colorado  


California   139a 

Washington. ......  2l2f<j 


Idaho 


Florida 


lOUS.."-- 
none 


Total  U,S#  shipments....  113$  increase. 

Below  is  a  reproduction  of  one  of  the  charts  used  at  this  Syracuse  meeting: - 

CARLO T  SHIPMENTS  OF  LETTUCE  EftOM  SELECTED  STATES : 
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gd,     \7ATERMSL0IT  C-P.ADES  E1TE0RSSD . 

The  Melon  Distributors1  Association,  at  its  recent  convention,  Tifton, 
Ga,,  approved  the  proposed  Federal  grades  for  watermelons,  with  minor  reserva- 
tions   " Inauguration  of  shipping-point  inspection  of  melons  also  Was  endorsed, 

H«  f,  SANSON, 

Specialist  in  Standardization, 


OFFICE  :~Cl?PS:- 

Mr.  Sherman  has  returned  to  his  dock,  after  his  recent  trip  South,  He 
reports  that  about  7, 000  cars,  or  70$  of  the  expected  total  shipments  of  peaches 
from  Georgia,  have  been  line!  up  for  inspection  at  shipping  points. 

R.  C.  Butncr,  who  has  "been  working  on  a  revision  of  the  Inspectors' 
Handbook,  expects  to  leave  Washington  this  Sunday.    He  will  visit  offices  in 
the  following  cities,  en  route  to  his  headquarters  at  Chicago:  Cincinnati, 
Monday;  Columbus,  Tuesday;  Cleveland,  Wednesday;  Detroit,  Thursday;  arriving 
in  Chicago  by  Friday, 

Last  week's  issue  of  the  3.A.E.  News,  on  pages  1  and  2,  carried  a  com- 
plete statement  as  to  the  appropriations  for  work  of  this  Bureau  for  next  fis- 
cal year,  as  presented  to  the  Hour 2  of  Representatives  by  the  Committee'  on 
Appropriations . 

George  E<  Prince  will  leave  Spokane,  Trash.,  about  March  10,  for  Idaho 
Falls,  where  he  will  relieve  A.  E*  Prugh  shortly  afterward*  Mr.  Prugh  is  to 
go  to  Texas,  to  conduct  the  news  service  on  onions  at  Laredo.  En  route  from 
Spokane,  Mir*  Prince  will  visit  a  number  of  shipping  points  in  Idaho* 

Three  days  of  this  week  are  being  spent  by  F.  M.  Patter  on  a  trip  to 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  New  York.    At  the  first  two  points,  Mr.  Pattoa 
will  confer  with  railroad  officials  regarding  shipment  reports,  and  in  Ner 
York  he  will  improve  arrangements  with  certain  roads  for  reports  of  passings, 

L.  C.  Archer,  cooperative  inspector  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  has  gone 
to  the  Eagle-Carbondale  district  to  collect  rejection  data  from  shippers  in 
that  territory.    He  will  then  go  tc  Monte  Vista  section  in  this  work. 

Robert  Bier  accompanied  Mr.  She man  to  the  convention  of  the  Melon  Dis- 
tributors' Association,  at  Tift on,  Ga«,  last  week,  where  the  matter  of  shipping- 
point  inspection  of  watermelons  was  presented.    There  is  jvcry  indication  that 
a  considerable  tonnage  of  melons  will  be  offered  for  inspection* 

P.  L.  Harkev,  Chief  of  the  South  Carolina  Division  of  Markets,  has  been 
visiting  the  Orlando  office  and  other  points  in  Florida,  to  arrange  for  shipping- 
point  inspections  in  his  State  this  season. 

The  application  of  grades  and  standards  for  cabbage  is  being  studied  by 
E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,   in  the  Lees'.urg  district  and  other  cabbage  sections  of 
Florida. 

B.  B«  Jones,  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Dept.  of  Markets,  has  sncnt  some 
time  in  "Tachirgtcn.    Recently,  he  was  taking  training  in  the  inspection  of  hay. 
Mr.  Jones  has  now  returned  to  Madison.    A  complete  article  on  the  expansion  of 
radio  market  news  reports  in  7,"isconsin  appeared  in  the  February  20  issue  of 
"Marketing  Activities  .,r 

On  your  list  of  Inspectors,  please  change  the  residence  address  and  phone 
number  of  J.  J.  C-ardner,  Pittsburgh,  to:    159    Anabell  Street;  phone  Lafayette 
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Locati.o-n 
El  Centro,  Calif, 
Sanford,  Fla, 
Hammond,  La, 
Laredo,  Texas 
Chadbourn,  N,  C. 
Hastings,  Fla, 
Judsonia,  Ark, 
Pipley,  -enn8 
Charleston,  S 
Monet t,  Mo. 
Bowling  Green,  Ky. 
Brawleye  Calif, 
Ocala,  Fla4 
Fort  Valley,  Ga, 
Elizabeth  City,  N, 
Crystal  Springs,  His 
Jacksonville,  ?exas 
Valdosta,  Ga„ 
Macon,  Ga, 
Sacramento,  Calif. 


Kearney,  Nebr, 
Cornelia,  Ga, 
Caldwell,  Idaho 
Grand  Junction,  Colo, 


Kennett,  Mo. 

Sent on  Harbor,  Mich. 
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Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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Presque  Isle,  '4xine 

Spokane,  -"ash. 

Waupaca,  Wis, 

Grand  Forks,  N«  Dak. 

Mar  t  insburg ,  W ,  Va . 

Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

Grand  Rapids-,  Mich, 
n        ij  n 

!1  !!  tl 


3  -  Mar,  31 
22  -  Aor,  21 

2S  -  May  lU 
6  -  May*2U 
2U  -  Kay,  lb 
2U  - 
May  8  -  June  2 

25 


aan, 
Jan, 

Apr, 
Apr, 
Aor, 


May  23 


Cro;     Covered..  Pp.riorj.of  Q-nerati.on. 
Lettuce 
Celery 
Strawberries 
Onions 

Strawberries 
Potatoes 
Strawberries 
Strawberries 
Fotatoes 
Strawberries 
Strawberries 
Cantaloupes 
Watermelons 
Peaches 
Potatoes 
Tomatoes 
Tosaatoes 
Watermelons 
Watermelons 


^ears 
Peaches 

Plums  &  Prunes 
yjGrapes 
Potatoes 
Peaches 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 
Pears 
Peaches 
^Apples 
Watermelons 
Grapes 
Apples 
Peaches 
Potatoes 
^Onions 
Cantaloupes 
Pears 
Peaches 
Apples 
Potatoes 
Cabbage 
Onions 
v£elery 
Potatoes 
Apples 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 
Apples  . 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 
Apples 
^Onions 


May  o 

May  21  -  June  13 
May  22  -  June  13 
May  28  -  June  9 
May  28  -  July  12 
Rfey  29  -  June  lb 
June  5  ~  Jnly  28 
June  7-27 
June  7-  29 
June  11  -  July  5 
June  20  -  July  7 . 
July  11  -  Aug.  18 
July  17  -  SeTDt.  29 
July  17  -  sept4  29 
July  17  -  Aug,  H 
^-usc.  6  -  -Jov,  10 
July  23  -  Sept.  .6 
July  3^  -  Aug,  11 
Aug,  3  -  sent,  22 


a 


■ng, 


7  -  Oct.  30 


Aug,  15  -  Oct.  4 
Aug,  24  -  Sept.  19 
tSept.  .20  -  Oct..  30 
Aug,  9-25 
Aug.  27  -  Oct.  17 
Aug.  27  -  Oct.  17 
^epo,  o-25 
Sept.  20  -  Oct,  17 
Sept.  20  -  Oct,  17 
Aug,  31  -  Sept,  27 
Sept,  7  -  Nov,  3 
Sept,  7  -  Oct,  13 
Sept.  10  -  Apr,  \ 
Sept.  10  -  Apr.  1 
Sept*  28  -  Mar,  8 
Sept.  28  -  Mar.  1 
vQct.  15  -  Jan.  12 
12  -  Apr.  1 
17  -  Mar.  15 
17  -  Apr.  3C 
19  -  Feb,  7 
21  -  Oct.  31 
25  -  Apr.  30 

19  -  Apr.  3° 
19  -  Nov.  15 
19  -  Jan.  3° 


a  epTi, 
Sept, 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
kOct. 


&o  mimeographed  reuorts  issued. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPA^T^a  07  AGElCtTLfTBU 
Bureau,  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Biv.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DI7ISI0U  LETTER .  701.  ~ .  NO.  II 
March  lU,  I92H. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    RELIEF  I  IT  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA* 

Supplementing  his  letter  of  February  26,  which  appeared  on  the  front 
page  of  the  last  Division  Letter,  H.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office, 
sent  the  following  wire  on  March  6: 

"Over  one  inch  rain  fell  in  Southern  California  first  this 
week  and  considerable  snow  in  mountains,  encouraging  and  enabling 
growers  to  plant  limited  acreage  of  lettuce,  potatoes  and  beans." 

2a.    192^  UNLOADS  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

A  sixteen-page  mimeographed  summary  of  the  1923  unloads  in  Philadelphia 
has  just  been  issued  by  E.  R .  Biddle «    The  cover  page  includes  an  outline  map 
of  the  United  States,  showing  the  total  number  of  cars  received  from  each 
State  daring  the  year.    All  but  eight  States  -  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Nevada  -  shipped  fruits 
or  vegetables  to  Philadelphia,  varying  from  7,791  cars  of  California  products 
to  only  2  cars  from  each  of  four  States.    Florida  ranked  next  to  California, 
with  7,316  cars;     New  York  was  third,  with  5, Uc7,  and  Virginia  fourth,  with 
3,00*4  cars. 

The  first  set  of  tables  shows  the  monthly  unloads  of  each  of  b2  products 
For  about  a  dozen  leading  f raits  and  vegetables,  comparative  figures  are  given 
for  the  preceding  years.    Total  I923  unloads  of  the  b2  products  -.-ere  39»&55 
cars.    The  next  set  of  tables  gives  details  for  1923,  indicating  the  respective 
States  of  origin,  as  well  as  the  monthly  unloads  from  each  State.  Comparative 
State  and  monthly  totals  are  shown  foi  1$22  in  the  case  of  a  dozen  products. 

The  report  concludes  with  an  estimate  of  receipts  by  wagon  and  truck 
from  New  Jersey.    This  table  is  especially  interesting.    The  totals  are  shown 
below: 


Estimated  Receipts  in  Philadelphia  by  Hagon  and  Truck  from  jfew  Jersey: 


Total  |E 

qaivalent 

Total 

Equivalent 

Product . 

Packages  j 

Cars  . 

Product 

Packages 

Cars . 

Apples  -  baskets  ..... 

l,lUl,U60 

1 , 670 

Peaches  -  baskets  lt032,SU2 

1,550 

Cabbage  -  baskets  .... 

30s, Hi 6 

3543 

Strawberries  -crates  HH,991 

225 

Cantaloupes  -  baskets 

370.8U2 

536 

Sweet  Potatoes-bskts726, 303 

1.^30 

Celery  -  bunches. .... 

9H0, 227 

iUo 

Potatoes  -  baskets    703 » 

665 

Grapes  -  baskets  

*<9.  57s 

70 

Tomatoes  -  basketsl, ll6, 136 

1.S9U 

Onions  -  baskets ..... 

9U, 0U7 

12s 

TOTAL .  . 

On  the  basis  of  these  figures,  which  represent  about  half  the  total  re- 
ceipts from  New  Jersey,  it  is  concluded  that  approximately  IS ,000  carloads  of 
Jersey  products  were  hauled  to  Philadelphia  during  the  year.    In  addition  to 
carlot  arrivals  and  the  trucked-* in  stuff  from  New  Jersey,  large  quantities 
come  in  l.c.l.  shipments  by  freight,  express  and  truck  from  the  South, from 
Pennsylvania  and  from  New  York  City,  so  that  it  is  estimated  that  around  60 , 000 
carloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  handled  annually  in  the  Philadelphia 
market.  This  summary  of  unloads  is  well  worth  having. 

(Page  117) 
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lb,    POTATO  SITUATION  IN  OREGON  t 

In  R.  L,  Ringer's  letter  of  February  27,  part  of  which  was  quoted  on 
page  102  of  tiie  last  division  Letter,  he  wrote  as  follows  regarding  potatoes: 

"The  potato  deal  is  following  out  exactly  that  review  of  mine  issued 
last  December,  which  was  questioned  as  you  will  recall,    Oregon  potatoes  are 
becoming  scarce,  and  the  dealers  are  chasing  one  another  from  ranch  to  ranch, 
trying  to  buy,     -he  Yalkima  crop  must  be  nearly  cleaned  up,  for  of  all-  the 
cars  I  have  been  in  this  month  I  have  not  seen  one  that  would  grade  No,  1, 
Furthermore,  Idaho  potatoes  are  spreading  more  toward  the  coast,  and  yesterday 
a  car  from  southern  Idaho  was  unloaded  in  Portland,    I 'do  not  recall  a  year 
when  that  ever  occurred befcre/^his  season," 

2b,     IN  "PROPS  AND  IfoRK^TS"  FOP  ivARCH  ft: 

Page  IU9  -  Special  paragraph  on  Potatoes  in  weekly  review* 

151  -  Oiled  Paper  for  Wrapping  Appies j 

-  Relation  of  Main-Crop  Potato  Production  to  Shipment,  (with  map) 

-  Report  on  the  Outlook  for  Agricultural  Production, 

152  -  Florida  Celery  Shipments  Heavy,  -  by  F.  H,  Scruggs, 

lbO  -  Exports  for  July  1  to  January  31, this  season  and  last,  of 
fresh  and  dried  apples;  prunes,  apricots  and  raisins, 

3*>.     MATERIAL  FOR  "CROPS  MI?  Mi&KETS ; " 

On  the  front  page  of  the  Division  Letter  for  January  10,  men  in  charge 
of  field  stations  were  requested  to  submit  periodical  articles  for  "Crops  and 
Markets"  in  time  for  publication  in  the  Monthly  Supplement,    It  has  been  found 
necessary  to  change  this  rule,  because  the  issuance"  of  the  M0nthlv  Supplements 
cannot  be  guaranteed  at  any  fixed  date.    Field  man,  therefore,  -  as  well  as 
market  station  men  and  Inspectors,  -  are  invited  to  submit  appropriate  material 
at  their  convenience,    Articles  are  desired  at  least  once  a  month,  if  not  more 
frequently,  and  should  be  sent  to  Mr,  Fiske's  section,    tfhen  as  many  as  four 
field  stories  are  received  in  one  day,  as  happened  last  Monday,  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  hold  some  6f  them  over  until  the  following  week,  because  of  the  very  ' 
limited  space  in  the  regular  weekly  issues  of  "Crops  and  Markets,"    All  articles 
will  be  used  as  promptly  as  space  permits,  and  in  case  of  delay  effort  will 
be  made  in  Washington  to  bring. the  stories  up  to  date  before  publication, 


See  Par.  4b, 
"Early  Lettuce  Prospects,1 
on  Page  123, 


B.  C.  BORES, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys  | 
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STATIONS 

Mail 
List 
No. 

\ 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  Close 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y . 
39  Federal  Bldg, 

837 

C. 

L, 

Broun 

Pears* 

Peaches* 

Apples 

Po tatoes 

Cabbage* 

Onions* 

Celery* 

Sept.  7 
Sept,  7 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  2S 
Sept.  28 
Oct.  15 

Nov,  3* 
Oct.  13* 

— 

Apr.  1 
Apr,  1 
Mar,  8* 
Mar.  8* 
Jan.  12* 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  ME. 
.  Greenlaw  Block 

IT 

e 

0 , 

Stiles 

Potatoes^ 

Sept,  12 

Apr.  1 

SPOKANE,  wASH, 

kzk  Federal  Bldg, 

8^7 

Mr 

s.  L.  B.  Gerry 

Apples# 

Sept,  17 

Apr.  1 

77AUPACA,   ;VIS,  ** 

116  E.  Union  St. 

H, 

Mosier 

Potatoes 

Sept.  17 

Mar,  31 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

8^5 

1 

G, 

E, 

Prince 

Potatoes 

Sept.  25 

Apr.  30 

GRAHD  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
U19  Federal  Bldg, 

895 

R. 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions#* 

Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 

.  Apr.  30 
Nov.  15* 
Jan.  30* 

EL  CENTRO,  CALIF, 

Barbara  \7orth  Hotel 

333. 

C 

E. 

Schu.lt  z 

Lettuce 

Jan,  8 

Apr.  1 

SANFORD,  FLA, 
Court  House 

910 

F, 

H. 

Scruggs 

Celery 

Jan,  1^ 

Anr  10 

ORLANDO,  FLA.** 
Angebilt  Hotel 

920 

J. 

D. 

Evers 

Citrus 
fruit 

Jan,  lb 

Apr.  1 

The  following  stations  probab! 

will  open  on  dates  indies 

i.ted: 

LAREDO,  TEXAS 

SOI 

A. 

V 

■£1  » 

Prugh 

Onions 

April  1 

May  10 

HAMMOND,  LA. 

S02 

Unas signed 

.Berries 

April  5 

May  3 

ASHERTON,  TEXAS 

H. 

Mosier 

Onions 

April  10 

May  20 

*  Reports  discontinued, 
**State  Dept.  cooperating, 

#  Tri- weekly 

A.  E.  Prugh  will  leave  IqLaho 
Falls  for  Texas  about  .3/20, 


Temporary  Assignments: 
R.  M,  Peterson  ) 

G,  A.  DeHaven    )  To  Florida  for 
J.  D.'  Evers        )  inspection  work, 

H,  H.  Lamb  ) 

S.  '.7,  Ruse  oil,  assisting'  in  Atlanta  office, 

V7.  J,  Bertusu  co  New  York  City  inspection  work, 
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I       INSPECTION  SERVICE.       J  j^j 

lc.    EXPENSES  INCIDENT  TO  OUT-OF-TQV.'N  INSPECTIONS  .' 

Recent  resignations  and  the  transfer  of  the  salaries  of  several  Inspec- 
tors through  cooperative  appointments,  together  with  release  of  a  small  reserve, 
have  greatly  improved  our  financial  condition,  and  it  is  "believed  that  "by  care- 
ful regard  to  expenditures  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  it  will  be  possible 
to  handle  exoenses  incident  to  out- of- torn  inspections  in  the  same  manner  as 
r:e  did  before  the  publication  of  the  directions  in  the  Division  Letter  for 
January  10,  Par.  2c,    While  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Inspector  in 
cash  by  the  applicant  is  perfectly  legal,  it  is  not  a  desirable  policy  to  be 
followed,  and  we  are  glad  to  be  in  financial  position  to  discontinue  it  im- 
mediately. 

2c.    COLORADO  INSPECTIONS  PASS  9.000  IvlARX. 

Under  the  system  of  voluntary,  instead  of  compulsory,  inspections  at 
shipping  points,  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service  this  season  to  the  end  of 
February  had  handled  more  than  9,000  cars  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Totals 
by  districts  are  given  below: 


District.  Cars . 

Monte  Vista  3»392 

Delta  2,593 

Grand  Junction  1»267 


District  Cars . 

2agle   935 

Greeley   5U9 

Denver ..........      2S^  . 

Total  to  Mar.  2  9,019 


3c.    POTATO  MEETINGS  IN  SAN  LUIS  VALLEY, 

E.  F.  McKune,  Eederal-State  Supervisor  of  Standardization  and  Inspection 
work  in  Colorado,  returned  recently  to  Denver  from  the  San  Luis  Valley,  vrhere 
he  assisted  in  conducting  a  series  of  11  meetings  among  potato  growers  and 
shippers  in  that  section.    These  meetings  were  arranged  under  the  auspices 
of  Prof.  YF.  H.  Olin,  Supervisor  of  Agriculture,  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Western 
Railroad,  and  their  object  was  to  improve  potato  production  and  marketing  in 
the  San  Luis  Valley.    Mr.  McKune  stressed  particularly  the  importance    of  re- 
taining the  culls  and  of f- stock  on  the  farm  and  shipping  only  the  better  or 
marketable  potatoes.    The  meetings,  as  a  whole,  were  a  decided  success,  and 
the  D.  &  R.  G.  has  been  commended  by  many  interested  persons  in  the  State  on 
the  assistance  rendered  the  growers.  ( 

He.    COLORADO  LETTUCE  GROWERS  TO  ORGANIZE. 

A  meeting  of  Colorado  lettuce  producers  was  arranged  for  March  10,  at 
which  it  was  planned  to  organize  a  State-wide  exchange  to  handle  lettuce.  This 
gathering  was  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Denver,  according  to  advices  from  Mr.  ^1 
McKune • 


F.  G.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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INSPECTION  REPORT  FOR  MONTH  OP  FEBRUaRY.  19  2^- 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Inspec- 
ticns 

Declined 

FEES  ASSESSED 

Fruits 

vege- 

same 

for 

C/L 

Certi- 

markets 

C.L.& 

tables 

Crand 

month 

for 

lack  of 

L.C.l 

ficate 

t  t 
h  .  0  ,li  . 

^     T  0 

Grand 

1923 

car- 

time 

Fees 

Fees 

Copy 

T        /"^  — 

Jj  » 0  ,  L  • 

Totai 

riers 

F 

ees 

Atlanta 

12 

3^ 

4b 

41 

2 

4      $  1S4 

-  $ 

5 

Baltimore 

10 

22 

32 

94 

0 

0 

128 

1 

Boston 

lb 

103 

119 

55 

22 

k 

H52 

$22.50 

19 

Buffalo 

53 

34 

87 

32 

30 

0 

224 

77*50 

24 

Chicago 

151 

131 

282 

3UU 

15 

8 

IO36 

52.50 

21 

Cincinnati 

9 

% 

51 

32 

0 

0 

200 

2 

Cleveland 

10 

62 

"TO 

72 

bo 

133 

0 

260 

17.50 

20 

Columbus 

zl 

19 

42 

15 

28 

3 

l6S 

- 

Denver 

4 

6 

10 

0 

0 

0 

36 

2,50 

1 

Detroit 

3^ 

2b 

60 

3° 

2 

0 

212 

17-50 

k 

Fort  Worth 

9 

9 

18 

19 

2 

0 

80 

- 

Harrisburg 

0 

2 

2 

3 

1 

0 

8 

1 

Houston 

9 

8 

3-7 

36 

0 

0 

56 

7.50 

- 

Indianapolis 

7 

33 

40 

0 

0 

140 

5. oo 

- 

Kansas  City 

42 

7S 

67 

1 

0 

3  08 

7.50 

1 

Los  Angeles 

1 

6 

7 

8 

1 

0 

28 

0 

Memphis 

7 

19 

26 

?40 

13 

0 

100 

9 

Milwaukee 

11 

17 

28 

30 

0 

0 

88 

5,00 

k 

Minneapolis 

11 

3° 

68 

0 

0 

328 

2.50 

2 

New  riaven 

24 

25 

49 

10 

0 

176 

12.50 

8 

•New  Orleans 

20 

87 

107 

42 

76 

0 

368 

37-50 

12 

vr            V  "I 

Mew  xork 

574 

324 

898 

501 

IbH 

0 

2756 

527.50 

10 

ivorioiic 

0 

c± 

0*2 

4- 

2 

100 

5.00 

5 

rr 

0 

252 

2 

Philadelphia 

IS 

57 

75 

6U0 

21 

1 

272 

12.50 

2 

Pittsburgh 

IS 

S5 

103 

195 

20 

0 

408 

2.50 

Ik 

Portland 

10 

60 

70 

0 

0 

280 

1 

Salt  Lake  City 

1 

0 

1 

1 

'  0 

k 

St.  Louis 

61 

162 

223 

71 

11S 

0 

820 

45.00 

28 

Washington 

3^ 

33 

67 

48 

'  7 

0 

256 

7.50 

5 

Vilkes-Barre 

5 

9 

ik 

21 

6 

1 

56 

13 

TOTAL 

1288 

2795 

2W 

21  $97SUS867.W2lU 

RECAPITULATION 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L,  Fruit  Inspections  ....  12S8    Inspections  for  Carriers..  556 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections.  ISQ7    Declined  for  lack  of  time  23 
Grand  Total  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Inspections.  2795    Total  Fees  Assessed  $10,888** 


**  Total  Fees  Assessed  includes  $22.50  for  inspections  of  mixed  cars. 
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  ,  ^  .    ,  .  , 

Symbols : 
N-Navy 

M-Mari ne  1 
Corps 

Fruits  and  j 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Fruits  and! 
Vegetables 
PEJECTED 

I OTAL 

QUALITY 

INSPECTED 

!,Gatsnir.ade 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

Items 
billed 
short- 
weight 

. ...  -   . 

w  -  A  C 

_  ♦                   *■  - 

BOSTON 

1  ^"7  C  OCT 

127525 

6775 

2c0 

Id (CO) 

S77o 

1 

.  e-Ul 

u 

u 

0 

EE7T  YQBK 

1^0_-7S4 

 — 1 

*>  , 

179:0 

1500 

1020737 

1926M-1 

7^53 

u 

0 

NOEJFOLK 

•  9S/7C2 

_ 

0 

1 

 — — — — 

n 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

1367©6 

17009 

12929 

1*53  ~ 

JLHy  fit] 

195S7 

XI 

0 

0 

SA1T  DIEGO 

70547 

2 /  oh 

lbol 

1675^7 

72524 

IS 

0 

0 

SAH  FPAPCISCC 

<_4b00 

2&UUSb 

- 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

86-JO 

_ 

791 

•  9^31 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

• 

3742Q 

I  

ikm 

200 

i 

'  1S1U29 

1  37629 

0 

0 

!  0 

1  -A- 

TGiALS 

1 287512b 

^26lo7 

oCc03 

293S929 

.5221 

0 

0 

NEW  YOBK 
IXPJOLZ 

IH§PECTI< 

1  1  1 — 1  

3Hs  mm  joe  smppiHG  boapd 

33531 
U1O70 

2220 

1000 

1 55751' 

| -2070 

0 

•0  

1 

u 

TOTALS 

1 

1  T-oCl 

3220 

! 

177521 

!0 

i.  — 

r — * 

Lz  

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  San  Pedro  office  inspected  2,93^  l°s»  ot 
bread,  ^C0  lbs,  of  butter,  and  91  l/2  lbs.  of  cheese,  nuking  a  total  of  3t5272 

Jhe  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  and  accepted  24,540  lbs.  of  bread  for 
the  ITavy. 


Divisibr 


t er ,  March  14 ,  IS'24, 
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( c  out  inued  from  Page  IIS ) 

4b .     LETTUCE  PROSPECTS  III  TliE  IaRLY  STaTZS. 

figures  compiled  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  show 
an  early  lettuce  crop  only  slightly  less  than  last  season's: 

Commercial  Acreage  and  Forecast  of  Production  of  Lettuce  in  the  Early  S t ates. 


4- 


YIELD 


PRODUCTION 


STATE 


19 


eld 


1923 


1924 


322 


1923 


Indi- 
I cated 
1924] 


1922 


1923 


192 


Acres 


Acres 


Acres 


Ariz. (crts, ) 
Calif. (crts. ) 

Imp. Valley 
Los  Angeles, 
So . Coast 
District. 
Fla.  (Hampers)  3,140 
Texas  (Crates)  1,350 


1,450 j  2,900 
11,000  14f130 

4,910!  -6,040 


Crts, 

or 
'Hamp, 
4,  SCO  285 


IS, 700 
5,190 


Cr ts,j  Crts . 

or  j  or 
Kamp;  Kamp . 

260 1  225 


150 
325 


Crates 
and 


_  ers 
421, S00 


.185  150  1 1,650,000 
3001  250  jl.595.SOO 


3,TS0,  3,500 

l,I40j  1,130 


550 j  36O 
185|  19S 


350 
237 


1,727,000 

257,200 


Crates 

and 
Hampers 

754,000 

2,614,000 

1,812,000 

1,360,800 
225,700 


orates 

and 
Hampers 
1,080,000 

2,805,000 

1,297,500 

1,225,000 
272,600 


Total 


21,920  27,990 IM 1 3^0 


25s 


200    5,631,800  j  6 , 766 , 500 


6,680,100 


OEFICE  1FCTZS: 

Leaving  Washington  last  Tuesday  night,  Mrj  Samson  is  on  a  five  or  six- 
weeks'  trip  to  the  South  and  West.    He  stopped  first  at  New  Orleans.  This 
Saturday,  Mr,  Samson  will  attend  a  meeting  of  growers,  shippers  and  State  of- 
ficials at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  charges  in  the  present  grades  for  Bermuda 
onions  will  he  considered.    From  Texas,  Mr.  Samson  probably  will  go  to  Los 
Angeles  and  other  points  in  southern  California,  before  proceeding  north  along 
the  Coast.     This  trip  is  chiefly  in  the  interest  of  standardization  problems. 
E.  A.  Spilman  will  handle  the  correspondence,  etc.,  usually  handled  by 
Mr.  Samson,  during  the  letter's  absence. 

E.  S.  Einsey,  Supervising  Inspector  in  the  Wenatchee  district  of  Wash- 
ington, advises  that  the  broccoli  inspection  work  in  the  Northwest  will  be 
completed    the  last  of  this  week  or  the  middle  of  next,    Mr,  Kinsey  will  then- 
go  on  two  weeks'  leave  at  his  home  in  Los  Angeles.    Future  assignment  will  be 
announced  later. 

Spinach  inspections  around  Asherton,  Texas,  are  almost  finished,  and 
C.  D,  Shirley,  who  has  been  engaged  in  that  work,  has  now  proceeded  to  the  lower 
Bio  Grande  Valley,  where  he  will  assist  Mr.  Hoover  with  inspections  at 
shipping  points. 


OF-ICE  NOTES :   (Continued)  j 

ASPARAGUS  market  reports  will  be  started  this  Saturday.  Mimeographed 
"bulletins  will  be  issued  from  the  Atlanta  office  and  from  Washington.  As 
most  of  the  Georgia  asparagus  is  shipped  in  express  lots,  no  f.o.b,  reports 
will  be  available  from  that  State,  but  Mr.  Curry  hopes  to  secure  South 
Carolina  f.o.b.  reports  when  shipments  start  from  that  section. 

Since  George  E.  Prince  has  left  SpOi<ane  to  relieve  A.  E.  Prugh,  at 
Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  the  apple  market  reports  at  Spokane  will  be  handled  by 
Mrs.  Lola  B.  Gerry  until  the  end  of  March,  when  the  season  closes.    Mr.  Prugh 
expects  to  leave  Idaho  Falls  about  March  20,  and  r/ill  stop  at  Salt  Lake  City 
and  Denver  for  a  day  or  two,  en  route  to  Laredo,  Texas. 

No  Weekly  Hews  Letter  of  the  Florida  Inspection  Service  was  issued  this 
week,  according  to  advice  from  Jos.  D.  Evers,  the  editor. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Myers,  formerly  of  the  Grain  Division,  is  assisting  for  the 
present  with  tabulations  of  unloads  from  the  various  city  markets. 

The  heavy  sleet  and  wind  storms  early  this  week  interfered  with  radio- 
telegraph communication  from  Washington  until  Thursday  morning.  The  Southern 
Circuit  of  the  leased  wire  also  was  out  of  commission  for  more  than  a  day,  as 
was  the  Central  Circuit,    Full  service  was  resumed  late  Wednesday, 

The  leased  wire  connection  at  Waupaca,  'Wis.,  was  removed  on  Tuesday 
night  to  Stevens  Point,  which  will  be  the  broadcasting  center  for  Wisconsin's 
market  news  service  in  the  future.    Potato  market  reports  at  Waupaca  will  be 
discontinued  on  March  51 »  instead  of  April  30,  as  originally  planned. 

The  "Elmer  Times,-"  a  newspaper  with  a  large  circulation  in  Salem  and 
Cumberland  counties,  New  Jersey,  recently  devoted  two  whole  columns  to  the 
summary  of  the  New  Jersey  potato  deal,  issued  by  3.  R.  Biddle,  of  the 
Philadelphia  office,  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Please  make  these  changes  of  address  on  your  Inspection  Service  lists:- 
The  Virginia  Division  of  Markets  has  moved  from  the  Lyric  Building  to  Room 
1030,  State  Office  Building,  Richmond,  and  the  address  of  F.  Earl  Parsons, 
under  Richmond,  should  be  corrected  accordingly. 

The  residence  address  and  phone  number  of  L.  D.  Mills,  at  Wilkes-Barre 
should  be  changed  to:  7^  Atherton  Ave.,  Kingston,  Pa.;  Bell  phone  Kingston 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C* 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  friday. 
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March  21,  1924. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la .    AUTHORITY  FOR  ATTFIaWCF  AT  i.IFFTIIvS: 

Our  attention  has  "been  called  to  the  fact  that,  apparently,  the  Secre- 
tary has  not  been  advised  of  all  meetings  attended  by  employees,  as  contem- 
plated by  paragraph  221  of  the  Department  Administrative  Regulations .  The 
Secretary  desires  to  keep  informed  regarding  attendance  at  such  meetings. 
Where  authority  in  advance  is  required,  full  details  concerning  your  attendance 
at  the  meeting  should  be  furnished  to  Washington  office  in  time  to  submit  the 
matter  to  the  Secretary  before  the  date  of  the  meeting,    Tnen  meetings  are 
attended  in  the  course  of  regular  official  travel,  requiring  only  the  authority 
of  this  Bureau  as  shovrn  in  the  Regulations,  a  report  of  such  attendance,  the 
nature  of  the  meeting  and  the  participation  of  the  employee  in  its  proceedings 
should  be  forwarded  to  us  immediately,  for  transmission  to  the  Secretary .  This 
matter  should  not  be  overlooked » 

2a.    AMDIMgS  TO  FISCAL  REC-UI.ATIOTS. 

The  Fiscal  Regulations  of  the  Department  contain  such  vital  information 
of  value  to  all  employees  dealing  vlth  fiscal  matters,  particularly  those  who 
travel,  that  they  should  be  kept  up-to-date.    Changes  are  made  frequently, 
which  deal  with  matters  of  reimbursement  for  travel.    Every  technical  man 
who  travels  is  ejected  to  -possess  a  copy  of  the  Fiscal  Regulations,  with  loose 
leaf  binder.    For  his  convenience  in  determining  whether  he  has  received  all 
printed  amendments  to  date,  the  amended  pages  are  listed  below: 


Title  page. 

Page 

12-R 

Page 

2S-2Ra 

Page  50-R 

"Amendments  and 

(i 

21-R 

11 

29- R 

"  50-Ra 

Reprints"  page. 

it 

22-R 

11 

3C-R 

"  51-R 

Page  1«R 

t: 

23-2R 

ii 

35-2R 

"  52-R 

n  2-R 

n 

2U-2R 

it 

36-2R 

»  53-R 

"    19 -R 

u 

25-R 

tt 

37-H 

»  5U-R 

"  10-R 

11 

26-F. 

11 

3&-R 

"  57-H 

"    10-Ra  - 

11 

27-2R 

t! 

3g-Ra 

H  5S-R 

"  11-R 

it 

2S-2R 

t! 

Uo-R 

3a .    DETAILED  DTFCRirATIQIT  II"  RF3UF5TIFG  AP^OI^Th^ETS . 

In  requesting  appointments  for  clerical,  subclerical  or  technical  men, 
temporary  as  well  as  probationary,  it  is  important  that  all  the  information 
requested  on  both  sides  of  Form  HS-^J.  be  filled  in.    Your  attention  is  directed 
particularly  to  the  natter  of  education,  training  and  experience  of  prospective 
appointees.    The  details  of  employment,  such  as  definite  periods,  salary-  re- 
ceived and,  particularly,  the  nature  of  the  duties  performed  in  each  position, 
should  be  fully  stated.    Any  information  relating  to  the  fitness  of  the  pros- 
pective employee  for  the  position  should  be  mentioned. 


(Page  125) 
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Ua.    WW  BULLETIN  ON  S7EET  POTATOES  ■ 


Department  Bulletin  No.  120b,  "Marketing  Southern- Grown  Sweet  Potatoes," 
by  George  0.  Gatlin,  has  just  recently  cone  from  the  press.    Copies  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Office  of  Publico tion'o ,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, 'Washington,     This  is  an  excellent  bulletin,  covering  a  subject  never 
before  treated  so  fully.    It  includes  shipment  and  arrival  statistics;  a  chap- 
ter on  grades  and  evading;  one  on  containers  and  packing;  a  page  or  more  on 
the  market  news  service,  and  two  pages  on  the  inspection  service.    The  bul- 
letin contains  about  20  half-tone  illustrations  and  line  cuts. 


5a .     SOUTH  CAROLINA  1CAT0ES  AFP  PjACHES, 

Extension  Bulletin  59 1   "Commercial  Grading  and  Packing  of  Tomatoes," 
and  Extension  Bulletin  60,  "Commercial  Harvesting,  Grading  and  Marketing  of 
Peaches  in  South  Carolina,"  are  two  bulletins  recently  issued  by  the  Extension 
Service  of  Clemson  Agricultural  College,  at  Clemson  College,  S«C,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  U»  S.  Dent,  of  Agriculture.    These  publications  are  of  value  to 
all  interested  in  the  subjects  indicated,  and  copies  probably  can  be  had 
from  Clemson  College. 

^a «     COLD  WEATHER  IN  COLORADO. 

In  the  Carbondale  -  Eagle  district  of  Colorado,  six  inches  of  snow 
fell  on  March  S,  and  the  thermometer  registered  ^°  below  zero.    Further  ad- 
vice from  E.  A,  Powell,  Supervising  Inspector,  indicates  that  the  potatoes  in  • 
that  district  are  practically  cleaned  up,  except  at  Carbondale  and  Eagle 
stations.    Neal  D.  Sanborn,  Supervising  Inspector  at  Monte  Vista,  states 
that  the  San  Luis  Valley  was  visited  by  a  severe  snow  storm  and,  during  the 
cold  spell  which  lasted  from  March  S  to  10,  the  temperature  for  a  while 
was  10°  below    zero.    Several  cases  of  freezing  injury  occurred  to  potatoes 
in  cellers  and  to  partly  leaded  cars  on  track.    The  smaller  shipping  points 
in  the  Valley  are  about  cleaned  up,  and  the  bulk  of  future  shipments  will 
move  from  Monte  Vista,  Center,  Del  Norte,  and  Freeman.    Some  of  this  stock 
will  likely  be  held  back  until  April. 

NET/  BASKET  LA~  II!  jggfl  JERSEY, 

Below  is  quoted  a  special  statement  issued  by  the  New  Jersey  Bureau  of 
Markets  under  date  of  March  10: 

"Eruit- growing  interests  of  the  State  have  been  successful  in  pro- 
curing the  passage  of  a  legislative  bill  making  legal  the  use  in  three  sizes 
of  what  is  known  to  the  markets  as  the  Climax  basket  <. 

"Under  the  new  law  it  will  be  legal  to  use  two-quart,  four-quart,  and  ^ 
twelve-quart  Climax  baskets  as  containers  for  fruit  and  other  farm  products »  1 
The  bill  specifies  the  exact  dimensions  of  the  baskets  and  requires  that  the 
size  be  plainly  marked  on  the  outside  of  each  such  container. 

The  State  Bureau  of  Markets  and  the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures 
were  instrumental  in  drawing  up  the  bill  so  that  it  would  conform  to  recently 
adopted  Federal  standards.    Fines  will  be  the  penalty  for  use  of  other  than 
standard  sizes  of  Climax  baskets  or  for  use  of  unmarked  containers." 

As  an  editorial  note,  it  may  be  added  that  previously  the  New  Jersey 
law  contemplated  the  use  of  the  eight- quart  Climax  basket,  rather  than  the 
twelve-quart  basket- 
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ITd.    ASPARAGUS  PROSPECTS  IF  GEORGIA. 

Since  the  publication  of  asparagus  market  reports  has  "been  started  at 
Atlanta  and  Washington,  the  following  facts  from  a  letter  of  March  7,  written 
"by  Mr.  Stillwell  at  Fort  Valley,  Ga»,  ir.ay  he  of  interests- 
Estimated  shipments  from  Georgia:  Fort  Valley,  10,000  to  15,000  crates; 
Mar siaaliiri.il e,  20,000  crates;  also  light  shipments  from  Syron,  Perry  and 
Americus.    'westbound  stuff  to  he  consolidated  in  cars  at  Columbus,  Ga.  No 
plans  for  consolidating  eastern  movement.    Last  year.  South  Carolina  Association 
and  local  shippers  agreed  to  a  split  on  markets,  South  Carolina  taking  eastern 
points  and  Georgia  western.    Probably  a  similar  agreement  this  year. 

Georgia  asparagus  is  packed  in  standard  California  crates,  12  hunches 
to  the  crate,  each  hunch  wrapped  with  oiled  paper;  about  2  pounds  in  a  hunch. 
Average  y-4eld  around  Uo  crates  per  acre.    Much  young  stuff  not  in  hearing  yet. 
Average  returns  last  year  over  $U,00  per  crate.    The  deal  is  to  be  handled 
primarily  by  three  factors:    Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange,  15,000  crates; 
A.  J.  Evans,  5e000  crates,  and  Denny  &  Company,  10,000  crates.    Exchange  stuff 
is  mostly  at  Mar shall ville »    Pew  f.o.b.  sales  anticipated;  not  enough  to  try 
to  get.    Early  shipments  first  of  next  week  (i.e.  Inarch  10);  not  much  until 
March  15.    Last  year's  movement  from  Marshallville  l6,000  crates;  Fort  Valley 
6^000  crates,-  approximations  only,    All  went  by  express,  l.c.l.  shipments. 
The  peach  crop  is, looking  fine.    Practically  all  will  he  Government  inspected. 

21° •    ASSOCIATED  PRESS  RELEASES  III  TEXAS. 

Writing  under  date  of  March  11,  J,  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Texas  Radio 
Market  News  Service,  sent  this  additional  information: 

"As  we  now  have  the  Associated  Press  wires  for  a  150-word  story 
daily  on  cabbage  markets,  our  service  has  been  greatly  extended.    The  enclosed 
map,  which  brings  the  telegraph  service  up  to  date,  shows  a  dozen  more  points 
in  Texas  than  does  the  map  you  kindly  published  on  page  10U  of  the  Division 
Letter  for  March.  7.    we  also  file"the  daily  wool  market  off  the  wire,  to  the 
A.  P.  immediately  on  its  receipt  • 

"I  file  cabbage  at  noon,  reaching  'the  Erownsville  'Herald1  in  time  for 
the  afternoon  edition,  which  is  circulated  up  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  by 
bus  line,  reaching  practically  all  shipping  points  before  dark.,; 

The  complete  list  of  towns  and  newspapers  on  Mr.  Hunter's  new  map  in- 
cludes the  following;  the  connecting  wires  encircle  the  StateJ- 


1.  Austin  "American." 

"     "  "Statesman." 

2.  Laredo  "Times."  (radio) 

3«  Houston  "Chronicle,"  (radio) 
"         "Dispatch."  (radio) 

fy\  Dallas  "News." 

5«  Galveston  "Hews." 

6 *  San  Antonio  "Express." 

1*  Brownsville  "Herald." 

g«  Temple  "Telegram," 

9-  liaco  "Times  Herald." 
"    "News  Tribune." 


10.  Beaumont  "Enterprise," 

11.  Texarkana  "Four  States  Express." 

12 .  'Sulphur  Springs  "News  Tribune." 

13.  Denison  "Herald." 
lk.  Sherman  "Democrat." 

15.  Wichita  Falls  "Record  News." 

11         if  "Times." 

16.  Abilene  "Reporter." 

17.  Amarillo.  "News." 

IS.  San  Angel 0  "Standard." 
19'  El  Paso  "Times." 
"      "  "Herald." 
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EXPLANATION  OF  FIOOH  BUmM  OF  F«  &  V.  DIVISION. 

The  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  offices  in  Washington  are  listed  below 
in  numerical  order,  with  a  general  (not  detailed)  indication  of  the  work  per- 
formed in  each  office.    On  the  accompanying  diagram,  the  names  in  parentheses 
are  of  employees  not  at  present  in  the  rooms  indicatedt  though  these  rooms  are 
the  respective  F,  &  V.  headquarters  of  such  persons.    Mr,  Park,  for  example, 
is  detailed  to  the  Crop  Estimates  Division.    Messrs,  Bier  and  Conklin  are  in 
Florida  on  inspection  and  standardization  work,  while  Miss  Felder  is  located 
in  the  Cashier!s  Office,  where  she  prepares  checks  for  Domestic  Wool  Section, 

522a:  Mr*  Sherman,  Specialist  in  Charge,  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  and 

Domestic  Wool  Section. 
500;     General  administration  of  Market  News  Service* 

501:    Supplies,  property,  leases,  miscellaneous  administrative  matters;  mail, 

502:    Fiscal  matters,  vouchers,  Letters  of  Authorization,  personnel  actions. 

503:  General  business  administration  of  the  Division.  Headquarters  of  the 
Domestic  '.Tool  Section.  Mr.  Martin  reports  the  Washington  produce 
market,  and  assists  with  local  inspection  work. 

50U:    Preparation  of  shipment  statistics  for  publication  in  bulletin  form; 
also  some  work  on  unload  reports  in  city  markets. 

505:    Distribution  of  excess  profits  made  by  dealers  on  191S  wool  clip. 

506:    Research  work,  -  auction  studies,  Northwestern  apple  problems,  etc. 

511:    File  room  for  daily  market  reports;  distribution  of  reports  in  answer 

to  numerous  letters.  Mr.  Crosthwait  also  gets  Potomac  Yards  passings. 

51^:    Market  News  mailing  lists.    Work  on  peanut  and  honey  reports,    Mr,  Stam- 
baugh  also  does  decoding  of  market  wires  in  Room  521. 

5151    Mimeographing;  mailing  local  report;  filing  of  stencils,  etc, 

5l6a:  Preparation  of  Dept.  and  Farmers'  Bulletins;  supervision  of  publicity 
work,  reviews,  and  general  work  in  Rooms  516  and  517 • 

5l6:    Assisting  in  preparation  of  bulletins;  weekly  statistical  tables, 
marketgrams,  special  market  wires,  price  tabulations,  etc. 

517:    Preparation  of  weekly  Division  Letter;  weekly  and  mo nt lily  reviews; 

radiophone  reports;  material  for  nCrops  and  Markets"  and  correspond- 
ence on  marketing  problems,  etc.  Mrs.  Barlow  assists  Miss  Watt  with 
work  on  unload  reports,  and  helps  with  viseing  of  market  wires. 

519:    Miss  Watt  is  in  charge  of  unload  reports  and  their  distribution,  and  also 
vises  daily  market  wires.    Others  in  this  room  assist  with  unload 
tabulations,  etc.  Mr.  Vradenburg  also 'helps  decode  market  wires* 

520:    General  charge  of  market  reports  on  F«  &  V.,  peanuts  and  honey;  viseing 
and  editing  of  reports;  radiograph  reports,  correspondence,  etc. 

521:    Stencil-cutting  room,  checking  stencils,  general  typing,  etc*    All  the 
decoding  and  viseing  of  market  wires  is  done  in  this  room. 

522;    General  administration  of  Inspection  Service;  also  office  of  local 
inspector,  etc. 

523:    General  administration  of  work  on  Grades  and  Standards,  and  research  work. 

52h-:    Early  morning  telegraphic  reports  of  shipments;  distribution  of  mail- 
report  blanks  to  R.R.  agents,  and  checking  these  reports.  Miss  Korbly 
keeps  inspection  offices  advised  of  inspections  at  shipping  points, 

525:    Administration  of  Enforcement  of  Standard  Container  Act;  special  inves- 
tigations, research  work,  etc. 

526:     Testing  of  containers  submitted  by  package  factories,  etc, 

527:    General  administration  of  Transportation  work,  correspondence,  etc.; 

preparation  of  weekly  carlo t  summary;  follow-up  system  to  keep  the 
telegraphic  reports  of  shipments  in  line;  tabulations  of  monthly 
mail  reports  from  local  freight  agents;  other  statistical  work. 

52S:    Recording  and  filing  inspection  certificates;  abstracting  data  for  B.P.I* 
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ROCHESTER j  N,Y. 
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C,  L,  Bronn 
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PRESOJJE  ISLE  ME 
Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH, 

U2U  Federal  Bldg. 

WAUPACA f  WIS,** 

lib  St  Union  St, 

IDAHO  FALLS (  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

GRANS  RAPIDS ,  MICH,** 
1*19  Federal  Bldg. 


EL  CjjDNTRO .  CALIF, 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 
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Court  House 
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-"■ngebilt  Hotel 
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89U 

895 

933 
910 

Q20 


H,  S,  Stiles  Potatoes* 
Mrs,  L6  B,  GerryjApp^esiv 


JL 


JL 


W,  H,  Mosier 


A. 

E. 

Prugh 

0. 

E. 

Prince 

Shoemaker 

C.  E#  Schultz 
H,  Scruggs 
J,  D,  Evers 


Potatoes 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions ¥* 

Lettuce 
Celery 


Citrus 
fruit 


Sept,  17 

Sept,  17 

Sept.  25 

Oct.  19 
Oct,  19 
Oct,  19 

Jan.  8 
Jan.  lU 
Jan,  l6 


Apr,  1 

Mar.  29 

Mar*,  31 

Apr,  30 

Nov,  15* 

Jan,  3°* 

Apr.  1 

Apr,  10 

Apr,  1 


f™"*         1    W  JL    t~\0  VK    L  lie'        O    UCd  U  X.  \  J  LI O        L  J  1 

HAMMOND,  LA, 

1 

! 

802 
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Berries 

April  1 

May  3 

HAST IN GS,  FLA, 

85I 

Unas signed 

Potatoes 

April  7 

May  15 

LAREDO,  TEXAS 

801 

A.  E,  Prugh 
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• 

April  10 

Ifey  10 

ASHSRTON,  TEXAS 

SOU 

W,  H.  Mosier 

Onions 

April  15 

May  20 

*  Reports  discontinued, 
**State  Dept.  cooperating, 

#  -ri- weekly 

A.  E,  Prugh  will  leave  Idaho 
Falls  for  Texas  about  3/25 


Tern-notary  Ag g  jgnment s ! 
R,  M,  Peterson) 

C-,  A,  DeHaven  )      T0  Florida  for 
J.  D#  Evers      )      inspection  ^ork, 
R#  H,  Lamb  ) 

S",       Russell,  assisting  in  Atlanta  office, 

W,  J#  Bertush  to  ^ew  York  City  inspection  woik. 
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IISPZCTION  SERVICE 


lc.      POTATO  INSPECTIONS  IiT  HASTINGS  DISTRICT,,, 

In  a  recent  letter  from  A*  E,  Lercker,  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  he  wrote :- 
"In  a  few  days  I  -.Till  change  my  address  to  either  Hastings  or 
Palatka,  to  take  charge  of  work  in  the  Hastings  district.    The  potato  crop 
looks  very  good;  it  has  "been  set  ba&k  a  week  or  ten  days  "by  the  cool 
weather,  but  all  indications  point  to  a  good  yield.    This  district  will 
probably  ship  UtU0C-U,500  cars,  and  we  hope  to  get  Ho%  to  $Of>    of  these 
shipments  for  inspection*    We  have  two  very  hard  problems:   (1)  double-head 
barrels  and  (2)  poor  roads  and  transportation," 


2c;      3 SAM  IITSMMTIQMS  DESIRED. 

Mriting  under  date  of  March  17,  from  Orlando,  Fla.,  S.D*  Conklin^Jr., 
said  in  part: 

"firing  the  oast  week,  considerable  interest  has  appeared  in 
string  bean  grades  and  inspection.    At  Wauchula  and  Arcadia  inspection  has 
been  requested  on  beans,  in  addition  to  cucumbers.     In  Sumter  County,  which 
is  one  of  the  heaviest  sections  for    beans,  I  visited  shippers  at  Center 
Hill,  and  they  are  anxious  to  try  out  inspection  on  this  crop.    At  one 
point,  they  are  willing  to  guarantee  150  cars  for  inspection.    This  deal 
starts  about  April  10,  and  the  one  at  Yiauchula  may  start  sooner." 


3c      INSPECTION  RECORDS  FOR  FEBRUARY . 

Additional  inspection  records  have  been  "broken,  as  will  be  noticed 
by  the  tabulation  of  February  inspections  on  ?age  121  of  last  week's  D.L. 
New  York's  total  of  898  is  6S  more  than  in  January,  and  therefore  is  the 
largest  number  ever  made  in  one  month  by  any  office.    The  grand  total  of 
2*795  inspections  is  the  highest  record  ever  made  for  February. 

A  few  errors  were  passed  in  the  reading  of  the  stencils:    The  word 
"Grand"    '-as  unintentionally  repeated  at  top  of  fourth  column  on  page  121, 
and  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  table  on  page  122  the  word  "Quality"  at 
top  of  fourth  column  should  have  been  "Quantity  .•"    This  was  copied  erroneous- 
ly from  the  January      table  in  D.L.  for  February  lU. 

These  monthly  inspection  tables  usually  are  prepared  while  other 
duties  are  pressing  for  attention,  and  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  pick  up  the 
wrong  column  of  figures.    This  happened  for  the  first  time  in  a  long  while  in 
last  week's  table  of  city  inspections.    The  column  headed  "Total  same  month 
1323"  contained  figures  for  February,  1922,  instead  of  I923 .    By  using  the 
correct  figures  (for  I923)  such  offices  as  New  York  show  a  much  greater  in- 
crease in  volume  of  work  and  Philadelphia,  for  example,  shows  far  less  of  a 
decrease,    For  the  information  of  those  who  may  be  interested,  below  are  given 
the  correct  comparative  totals  for  February  this  year  and  last: 
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New  York  89 8 

Norfolk   27 
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Pittsburgh. . , .  103 
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Salt  Lake  City  1 
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TOTAL  2795  2126 
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Pl.  C.  Ploso,  Inspector  at  Cincinnati,  deserves  credit  for  having  evol- 
ved a  unique  system  of  estimating  the  weight  of  watermelons .    It  is  likely 
that  a  number  of  the  measuring  sticks,  or  calipers,  which  he  has  devised  will 
he  made  in  the  Department  shops  at  Washington,  for  use  the  coming  season*  This 
week's  Florida  News  Letter  contains  an  elaborate  statement  of  this  new  system, 
the  .article  having  "been  copied  from  the  Annual  Report  of  James  L«  Leonard, 
President  of  the  Melon  Distributors  Association,  presented  at  its  recent  meet- 
ing at  Tifton,  Ga.    The  larger  part  of  Mr-  Leonard's  statement  is  given  below:- 

"During  the  watermelon  season  of  1923  it  occurred  to  Dr.  R.  C.  Rose,  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, that  it  might  he  possible  to  estimate,  sufficiently  accurate  for  in- 
spection purposes,   the  weight  of  watermelons  from  their  dimensions,  namely, 
their  length  and  diameter . 

"As  a  test  of  this  suggested  method,  four  hundred  Tom  TJatson  watermelons 
were  weighed  and  measured.    From  the  data  thus  obtained  six  groups  of  weights 
and  measurements  were  taken;  each  group  representing  fifty  watermelons.  The 
average  of  the  calculated  weights  for  five  of  the  groups  varied  from  the  average 
of  the  determined  weights  by  less  than  one  pound.    The  average  of  the  calculated 
weights  for  the  sixth  group  varied  from  the  average  of  the  determined  weights 
by  slightly  over  one  pound.    The  calculated  weight  for  the  smallest  melon  in 
each  group  varied  from  the  determined  weight  by  one  pound  cr  less,  and  for  the 
largest  melon  exceeded  the  determined  weight  by  two  pounds  in  only  one  case. 
The  calculated  weights  of  the  four  hundred  melons  showed  that  for  Zfo  of  the 
melons  these  weights  were  the  same  as  the  determined  weights;  approximately  fOy 
of  the  calculated  '"eights  varied  from  the  determined  weights  by  I§  pounds  or 
less,  approximately  ZOfo  by  2  pounds  or  less,  and  approximately  90$  *>y  three 
pounds  or  less;     the  remaining  10$  exceeded  the  determined  weight  by  over  3 
pounds  . 

"'The  results  indicate  that  for  inspection  purposes  the  average  weight 
and  the  range  in  weights  may  be  obtained  with  a  high  degree  of  accuracy  by  this 
method,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  experimental  data  are  not  com- 
plete enough  to  justify  changing  existing  commercial  practices  at  this  time. 

"Further  data  will  be  obtained  during  the  coming  season,  and  it  does  not 
seem  too  much  to  expect  that  the  Bureau  will  be  able  to  submit  to  growers  and 
shippers,  and  receive  a  quick  and  accurate  method  which  may  find  a  wide  applica- 
tion ► 

nThis  method  of  calculating  the  weight  of  watermelons  is  based  upon  the 
relation  existing  between  the  weight  and  the  dimensions  of  the  melon;  namely, 
the  length  and  diameter.    The  data  used  for  determining  this  relation  were  ob- 
tained by  weighing  and  measuring  four  hundred  watermelons,  ranging  in  weight 
from  thirteen  (13)  to  thirty-six  (36)  pounds;  in  length  from  fourteen  (lU)  to 
twenty- three  and  one-half  (23i)  inches;  and  in  diameter  from  six  and  one-half 
(63)  to  nine  and  one-half  inches. 

"The  weights  were  obtained  by  the  use  of  a  tested  sixty  (60)  pound  spring 
balance  which  weighed  to  half  pounds . 

"The  measurements,  given  in  inches  and  fractions  thereof,  ^ere  obtained 
by  means  of  a  caliper,  similar  to  that  used  in  shoe  s  tor  es,wliich  Gascons  true  ted 
from  a  yard  stick  and  two  angle  irons  witjh  six- inch  arms »    The  measurements 
were  ma.de  to  the  nearest  quarter  inch.    In  determining  the  lengths  no  allowance 

(continued  over) 
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was  made  for  irregularities,  exceut  to  3^e  that  the  stem  of  the  melons  did 
not  interfere.    The  diameter  was  taken  az  that  found  midway  between  the  ends 
and  only  melons  v.ith  decidedly  pointed  ends  were  avoided.    Otherwise  no  se- 
lection for  shape  ^as  attempted, 

"The  shape  of  a  typical  Tom  TTatson  melon  is  essentially  that  of  a 
cylinder*    The  weight  of  any  body  of  a  cylindrical  shape  is,  of  course,  the 
product  of  the  volume  and  the  weight  of  s  unit  of  the  volume  of  the  material 
of  which  the  body  is  composed.    The  formula  from  -hich  this  calculation  can  be 
made  is  j/^pD?xL  x  '."Sn  W;  where  D  equals  diameter,  L  equals  length,  "s  equals 
weight  of  a  unit  of  volume  of  the  substance,  and  Y.r  the  weight  of  the  body, 
(u  equals  },lklo.) 

"The  weight  of  a  unit  of  volume  (cubic  inch)  of  watermelon  was  deter- 
mined as  approximately  M  oz«    For  practical  purposes  3Ap  '7as  taken  as, 8.  The 
substitution  of  these  figures  in  the  formula  gives: 

.SD^  x  L  x  ,U=  Weight  in  oxuices . 

"It  is  only  necessary  to  divide  this  expression  by  lb  to  reduce  the 
weight  to  pounds*    Simplification  of  this  expression  leads  to  the  expression: 

2Dgh 

"This  means  that,  roughly  speaking,  the  weight  of  a  watermelon  is  direct- 
ly proportional  to  its  length  and  to  the  square  of  its  diameter." 

5°  <    5LVISZD  LIST  0?  LAST  COAST  SHI^PPPS . 

w" .  V.  Stephens,  Supervising  Inspector  at  Homestead,  Fla.,  writes  that, 
up  to  March  11,  1&2  cars  of  tomatoes  had  been  inspected  at  loading  points  along 

the  Last  Coast.    He  expects  that  total  inspections  for  the  season  will  be  at 
least  1,000  cars. 

Below  is  a  revised  list  of  the  shippers  who  are  using  the  Federal- 
State  inspection  service  on  tomatoes  in  that  territory!* 

Shipper                                    Shi  -wing:  Point  Brand 

Applegate,  R.  0.                              Princeton.  *~m.  Perm  Brand 

Buffalo  Vegetable  Market  in-  Co.,  Rockdale  (^Buffalo  Brand 

Buffalo  Vegetable  Marketing  Co.,  Farsnja  (Dadesdelight 

Chase  &  Co.                                      Goulds  •   (Spade  Brand 

Chase  &  Co.                                     Perrine  (Terrapin  Brand 

Chase  &  Co.                                      Homestead  (Crab  Brand 

Fla.  Past  Coast  Growers  Assn.       Florida  City  Florida  City  Local 

Fla.  Last  Coast  Growers  Assn.        Goulds  Clone  Brand 
('.7.  H.  Cauly) 

Goulds  Fruit  &  Veg .  Growers  Assn. Goulds  Just  Right  Brand 

Eardee  &  Gentile.  (Burr  &  Bush)     Goulds  ( Tares  Friends  Brand 

Hardee  &  Gentile                             Rockdale  ('Liberty  Bell  Brand 

Hardee  &  Gentile                              Goulds  ^Circle  H.  Brand 

Hardee  &  Gentile                             Homestead  (Sub-Rosa  Brand 
Hardee  &  Gentile                              Florida  City 

Hinman  Bros.                                    Princeton  U-Like  Brand 

Lse,  7T.  E.  &  Co".                              Black  Point  Superior  Brand 

Earanja  Truckers  Assn.                    Bar an j a  Lclipse  Brand 

Royal  Palm  Truckers  -Assn.              Homestead  High  Tide  Brand 


*fhe  editor's  guess  is  that  where  3/^  appears  in  formula  it  is  intended  to  be 
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Latest  addresses  of  oar  men  engaged  in  inspection  work,  market  ne-s, 
or  standardization  work  in  Florida,  are  as  follows: 
ORLftffBQ,,  Room  90b,  Angebilt  Hotel; 
Sober t  Bier 

A,  S.  Mercker  (soon  to  rove  to  lias  tings) 
J\  D%  Svers  (Iferket  News) 

E,  iS,  Conklins  Jr«  (Standardization  work) 
MBJjj-  509*N.  Port  Harrison  -^ve3, 

B%  E„  Shaffer 
FORT  MYERS,  -  136  Royal  Palm  AVe.: 

F,  E,  Hooper 
HOMfcSTSAD,  _  Homestead  Hotel: 

T-7*  V,  Stephens 

C»  II s  Behnlce  (soon  to  go  to  Palmetto) 

P.  D.  Rupert 
Lj&S^URC^  -  First  national  Bank  Bldg, : 

R,  lfa  Peterson 
RALAjiTTO,  -  P.  0,  Box  2:8: 

R,  H.  Lamb 
SaNFOED,  _  C oitr t  House: 

ft.  C„  Farnworth 

G«  A«  DeHayen  (soon  to  go  to  Wauchula) 
F.  H.  Scruggs  (Market  News) 

The  name  of  0#  G,  Strauss  does  not  appear  on  the  latest  address 
list  issued  in  Florida,  "but  it  is  assumed  he  is  in 
LaKELAITE.  „    P.  0.  Box  1101: 

0„  Gr,  Strauss  (soon  to  go  to  Mobile,  Ala.) 


7 c ,     ^  INSPECTION  I&ALS  TO  Bl ■■  OPENED^ 

The  Florida  News  Letter  gives  the  following  schedule  of  future  inspec- 
tion work  at  shipping  points ,  with  probable  opening  dates :- 


HASTINGS .  Fi.Af 

-March  25- 
A,  E,  Mercker: 
Potatoes 


FLA 


WAUoirjL.,  i 

-  March,  30  - 
A^  "DyHaven^ 
Potatoes 
Tomatoes ' 
Cucumbers 
String  Beans 


-  April  6  - 
C,  H,  Belinhe;. 
Tomatoes 


EOBIEE,  ALA. 
-  April  10  - 
05  G„  Strauss; 

Cabbage 

Cucumbers 

Potatoes 


S C ,     INSPECTION  07  EXPRESS  SEIPEENTS  DESIRED. 

A,  E,  Mercker  visited  Jacksonville  last  Saturday,  where  he  conferred 
with  Commissioner  L4  Um  Rhodes,  regarding  the  progress  of  Florida  inspection 
work, and  with  the  General  SUpt.  of  the  American  Railway  Express  Company. 
From  UO  to  125  express  cars  are  loaded  at  Jacksonville  daily,  and  the  Company 
has  applied  for  inspection  of  these  shipments,    The  cars  are  comprised  of 
such  small  lots  from  so  large  a  number  of  shippers,  and  shipments  are  loaded 
so  quickly,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  thorough  inspections , 

F.  G,  ROBB, 
Suotr  list  in  Inspection. 
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(continued  from  Page  127) 

3D .    POTOMAC  YABIBPASSIIIGS. 

At  the  present  time,  some  twenty  different  fruits  and  vegetables  are 
passing  through  the  Potomac  Yards,  mostly  from  Florida.    Movement  of  oranges 
is  heaviest,  -  about  75  to  100  cars  daily.    Grapefruit  and  C3lery  also  are 
coming  in  large  volume,  and  cabbage  shipments  are  heavy.     Tomato  movement  has 
grown  to  35  -  ^5  cars  daily,    lie";  -potatoes,  p ea s .  radishes,  and  eggplant  are 
passing  in  limited  quantities,     Strawberries  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
several  cars  each  week  being  the  limit.    Last  year  at  this  time  10  to  15  cars 
of  berries  were  reported  each  day.    Other  southern  products  passing  Potomac 
Yards  are: 

Mixed  vegetables.    Romaine.     String  beans.    Escarolo.  Apples. 
Spinach*  Chicory.    Peppers.  Sweet  potatoes*  Lettuce. 

*tt>«     Ih  "CROPS  iuU  MARKETS"  POP  MARCH  15: 

Page  165  -  Special  paragraph  on  Onions  in  weekly  review. 

167  -  Northwestern  Apple  Shipments  Break  Record,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 
-  Maine  Potato  Deal  Successful,  -  by  H.  S.  Stiles. 

B.  C.  SO REE, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys* 

OP-  ICE  l.OTES: 

At  the  conference  of  State  marketing  officials  and  college 
representatives  of  Atlantic  Coast  States,  held  in  our  Philadelphia  office 
this  morning,  Mr,  Robb  gave  an  address  on  "Recent  Developments  in  Inspection 
Work, 11    Mr.  Robb  then  proceeds  to  Onley,  Va, ,  where, on  Saturday  morning,  he 
will  confer  with  directors  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange 
regarding  the  possible  inspection  of  potatoes  and  other  crops  in  that  section 
this  season. 

Robert  Bier  also  will  come  from  Florida  to  attend  the  conference  on 
potato  inspections  at  Onley,  Va,    Ee  will  then  visit  the  Washington  office  for 
a  few  days  to  make  definite  arrangements  for  shipj>ing-point  inspection  service 
in  various  southern  States* 

Mr.  Samson  attended  the  conference  on  grades  and  inspection  work  at 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  Saturday,  as  announced  in  the  last  Division  Letter. 
Monday  he  met  with  State  officials  at  Austin  to  discuss  the  revision  of  various 
vegetable  grades,  and  on  Tuesday  started  for  southern  California, 

After  visiting  various  points  in  Florida,  Mr.  Stillwell  was  at  Crystal 
Springs,  Miss.,  this  Thursday;  at  Hammond,  La.,  Friday  morning;  and  at  New 
Orleans  Friday  evening  and  Saturday.    He  next  expects  to  visit  Texas  points. 

II,  H.  Brown,  of  the  Alabama  Dept.  of  Agriculture,   spent  part  of  last 
week  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  conferring  with  Messrs.  Bier  and  Stillwell,  regarding 
the  Inspection  Service  and  Market  News  work  of  this  Bureau,    Mr.  Brov.ii  made 
an  investigation  of  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  Florida.     It  is 
understood  that  he  intends  to  inaugurate  a  similar  service  in  Alabama. 
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IT,  C.  Farnworth  was  transferred  last  Monday  to  Sanford,  Fla.,  where  he 
will  have  charge  of  inspection  work  on  celery.    Ralph  E.  Lamb  has  "been  left 
in  charge  of  the  Palmetto  office* 

P.  D.  Rupert,  formerly  in  charge  of  shioping-point  inspections  at  San- 
ford, has  "been  transferred  to  Homestead,  PI  a . ,  to  assist  V .  "V.  Stephens  in 
the  inspection  of  tomatoes .    Mr.  Bier  accompanied  Mr.  Ruper'c  to  Homestead, 
in  order  to  confer  with  those  handling  the  work  along  the  East  Coast* 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  last  week,  0    G.  Strauss  attended  an  import- 
ant meeting  of  growers,  shippers  and  "business  men  called  "by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Bartow,  Fla.,  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  alleviating  some  of  the 
difficulties  now  confronting  the  citrus  industry  in  that  State.    Mr.  Strauss 
was  made  a  member  of  the  Standardisation.  Committee  "by  this  convention.    One  of 
the  important  resolutions  adopted  at  this  meeting  was  that  favoring  U.S.  grades 
for  citrus  fruits  and  Government  inspection  at  shipping  points.    Another  meet- 
ing is  to  he  held  at  Orlando  to  further  crystallize  certain  remedies  proposed 
at  the  Bartow  meeting, 

A  quantity  of  grapefruit  and  oranges  was  sent  the  Washington  office  by 
Mr.  Conklin,  at  Orlando,  showing  typical  examples  of  various  "blemishes  in 
this  fruit B    The  specimens  also  illustrate  the  fflerida  inspection  service  in- 
terpretation of  texture,  discoloration  and  blemishes,  as  affecting  grade. 
Some  excellent  photographs  of  these  specimens,  both  entire  and  cut  in  half, 
have  been  made  by  the  Bureau's  photographic  laboratory, 

farmers'  Bulletin  ITo.  707,  "Commercial  Grading,  Packing  and  Shipping 
of  Cantaloupes,"  is  being  completely  revised  before  another  edition  is  printed. 
'7m,  33.  Lewis „  of  the  Washington  office,  is  handling  the  greater  part  of  this 
work . 

J.  J.  Gardner,  of  the  Pittsburgh  office,  was  obliged  to  attend  court 
part  of  three  days  this  week,  in  a  law  suit  over  a  car  of  grapes  which  he 
had  inspected. 

Because  of  the  delay  of  onion  movement  from  Texas,  opening  of  the  Laredo 
field  station  has  been  deferred  until  April  10.    It  will  not  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  A.  E,  Prugh,  who  will  be  in  charge  at  Laredo,  to  leave  Idaho 
Falls,  Idaho,  until  about  March  25*    Potato  market  reports  at  Idaho  Palls  will 
be  discontinued  on  March  31  instead  of  April  30. 

Apparently  Mr.  Biddle  sent  copies  of  his  Summary  of  1923  unloads  to 
the  newspapers  in  his  territory,  for  the  Philadelphia  "Inquirer11  of  March  5 
devoted  nearly  half  a  column  to  a  review  of  this  special  report. 

The  temporary  appointments  of  Mrs,  Mae  Dove,  in  Mr.  Fiske's  section, 
and  Mrs.  Florence  Boswcrth,  in  Mr.  Patten's  section,   expired  this  week.  Mrs. 
Rose  Loty  has  been  transferred  from  Mr.  Patton's  section  to  Mr.  Fiske's  work, 
and  Mrs.  Ethel  Sbowalcer  Rice  will  be  reinstated  about  April  1  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  Mr.  Pat  ton5 s  office.    Mrs.  Rice  resigned  about  two  years  ago, 
after  four  years'  service  on  the  mail  reports  of  shipments. 
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The  Idaho  Falls  "Daily  Post51  published  j  cn  fiSafch  lU,  a  tTro-columr-  story 
by  A.  3.  Prugh  on  the  Potato  Market  Sews  Service,  as  conducted  by  this  Bureau 
and  especially  at  the  Idaho  Fails  field  station.    The  Ashton  "Herald"  shortly 
before  that  time  had  a  special  potato  article,  more  than  a  column  in  length, 
also  prepared  by  Sr.  Progh. 

C.  L.  Srom,  of  the  Rochester  office,  has  submitted  a.  clipping  from  the 
Rochester  "Herald"  of  March  1J,  giving  the  March  1  storage  holdings  cf  apples, 
onions  and  carrots  in  central  and  restem  ITetr  York,  as  estimated  by  a  i.'r. 
Znapp.    The  total  for  apples  is  given  as  ^,350  carloads;  onions,  5^0  cars,  and 
carrots,  25O  cars. 

Page  13  of  The  UeT  York  Packer  for  March  15  carried  an  extensive  article 
by  R.  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  regarding  the  Oregon  potato  situation. 

~.  I.  Harrison,  in  charge  of  the  Baltimore  market  nevs  work,  was  a 
visitor  to  the  ilashington  office  on  "Wednesday.    He  conferred  on  matters  re- 
lating to  unload  reports  and  other  features  of  the  ne^s  service. 

Copies  of  Yakima  Valley  Traffic  and  Credit  Association  Bulletin  1*0.5^7, 
mentioned  in  Par-  '4b,  Division  Letter  of  yard*  7,  have  now  been  received  by 
Mr*  Samson's  office  and  a  feu  are  still  available  for  distributions 

Miss  Cecelia  Daly,  clerk- typist  in  the  Rochester  office,  will  be  placed 
on  furlough  for  the  next  feu  months,  beginning  next  Monday.    Miss  Daly  has 
assisted  T?ith  the  market  news  work  in  Rochester  for  several  seasons. 

Please  NOTE  that  the  Eew  Orleans  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  has 
been  moved  from  Room  207  to  loom  21b.  Post  Office  Building.    Correct  your 
office  address  list  accordingly. 

Additional  copies  of  the  floor  diagram  published  in  this  Division  Letter 
opposite  Page  128,  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  hashing ton  office. 

IITSIICTOHS    are  being  sent  this  week  a  copy  of  Farmsrs5  Bulletin  1367, 
"Control  of  Potato-Tuber  Diseases."    This  bulletin  rrar  prepared  by  Michael 
Shaoovalov  and  G-eorge  K.  K.  Link,  Pathologist s  of  I.P.I. 
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la.    RECLASSIFICATION  AND  PROMOTIONS. 

There  was  general  disappointment  in  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division, 
when  it  was  learned  considerably  after  the  first  of  January  that  the  usual 
number  of  promotions  could  not  be  approved  as  of  that  date.    As  the  law  now 
stands,  reclassification  will  be  effective  for  those  with  headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  July  1  next.     The  status  of  the  field  force  after  that 
date  is  uncertain,  but  our  latest  information  indicates  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Reclassification  Act  may  be  extended  to  the  field  on  July  1. 

The  law  provides  that  anyone  who,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  is  re- 
ceiving a  salary,  which  is  one  of  the  salaries  in  the  grade  in  which  his  job 
falls,  shall  be  entered  in  his  appropriate  grade  without  change  of  salary. 
If  his  salary  is  between  two  salaries  in  any  grade,  it  shall  be  adjusted  to 
the  next  higher  even  salary  in  that  grade.    The  result  will  be  a  very  large 
number  of  rather  small  promotions,  -  such,  for  instance,  as  promotions  from 
a  total  salary  of  $2,520  to  $2,600  or  from  a  total  salary  of  $2,0*40  to  $2,100. 
For  purposes  of  this  calculation  the  bonus  is  considered  a  part  of  the  present 
salary.    Everyone  receiving  less  than  the  minimum  for  his  grade  will  be 
promoted  automatically  to  that  minimum. 

We  have  no  idea  what  policy  will  be  adopted  governing  promotions  after 
July  1,  nor  can  we  at  this  time  indicate  the  rate  at  which  an  employe  may  ad- 
vance in  salary  in  his  grade.    We  are  in  a  transition  period  so  far  as  the 
handling  of  salaries  is  concerned,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  the 
employees  generally  must  exercise  patience  until  it  is  known  what  policies 
will  govern  after  July  1.     In  the  meantime,  we  are  at  liberty  to  recommend 
promotions  only  for  those  members  of  the  technical  force  whose  cases  are 
evidently  exceptional  or  who  have  a  change  of  duties  such  as  to  make  a  pro- 
motion obviously  necessary. 

TOLLS  a.  SHERMAN", 
Specialist  in  Charge, 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division. 

2a.     CONDITIONS  AT  FORT  MYERS.  FLA. 

F.  E.  Hooper,  of  Fort  Myers,  included  in  a  letter  of  March  16  the 

following  interesting  report  on  the  condition  of  truck  crops  in  his  section: 
"Potatoes  here  are  a  funny  thing;   they  range  from  the  size  of 
a  pullet's  first  egg  to  about  2§  inches  in  diameter.    The  general  way 
they  are  graded  is  mainly  for  size,  No.  l's  being  truly  over  17/3  inches 
and  of  good  quality.    They  range  fairly  uniform  in  size  throughout  the 
container.    No.  2's  are  smaller,  but  too  little  for  No.  1  small.  Some 
of  these  potatoes  were  shipped  in  cardboard  containers  at  a  great  re- 
duction in  price  to  growers.     I  went  the  rounds  of  a  few  farms  today  and 
noticed  that  peppers  are  in  about  the  same  shape  they  were  two  weeks  ago. 
The  last  two  weeks  of  cold  weather  and  rain  have  held  back  the  crop.  I 
look  for  spring  peppers  to  begin  moving  about  April  1  if  the  weather  stays 
warm. " 

(Page  137) 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


IV,     HIGH  PRICLS  FOR  NEBRASKA  PLISS  TRIUMPHS. 

The  following  letter  of  March  20,  from  George  C.  Barley,        the  Detroit 
office,  explains  the  relatively  high  prices  paid  for  Nebraska  potatoes : 

"Possibly  an  explanation  is  due  relative  to  the  apparent  high,  nremium 
the  trade  here  is  pacing  for  Nebraska  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes. 

"As  I  understand  it,  this  is  the  first  year  that  these  potatoes  have 
been  sold  in  Detroit  to  any  extent,     The  trade  is  familiar  with  this  variety 
only  as  new  potatoes  from  the  southern  States,  which  has  given  the  carlot 
receivers  an  opportunity  of  passing  this  stock  as  new  potatoes*     I  have  noted 
quite  a  few  signs  in  the  stores,  among  them  the  chain  stores,  in  which  these 
potatoes  are  offered  as  new  potatoes,  selling  as  a  rule  from  U$  to  6^  per 
pound,    As  the  quality  of  the  stock  has  been  very  good,  there  has  been,  up 
to  just  recently,  quite  an  active  demand  for  these  Nebraska  Triumphs,  ^r. 
F#A4L,  Bi00TQj  formerly  with  the  bureau,  handled  the  first  cars,  but  has  been 
receiving  quite  a  little  competition  lately, 

"A  word  in  reference  to  the  Michigan  stock:    Besides  the  cars  of 
potatoes  I  have  inspected,  1  have  for  my  own  satisfaction  looked  at  quite  a 
few  additional  lots,     I  think  one  is  safe  in  saying  that  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  cars  will  grade  tJ,  Sf  N0,  l,  due  mainly  to  the  large  percent- 
age of  hollow  heart,    however,  as  most  of  the  cars  are  sold  on  this  basis, 
I  am  still  quoting  U,  S¥  No,  1  in  our  daily  market  reports," 

2b ,    WIRES  MIXED. 

A  queer  thing  happened  at  san  Francisco  ^°  impair  temporarily  the 
radio  telegraph  service  to  Dos  Angeles  and  other  points,    C, J,  Hansen  explains 
the  situation  in  the  following  letter  of  March  20  to  N,  A#  Harris,  of  the 
Dos  Angeles  office  J 

"The  delay  in  radio  today  was  caused  by  a  ship  becoming  entangled  in  the 
cables.     In  the  repair,  NPG-  was  placed  on  the  wrong  arc,  and  wewere  sending 
to  Honolulu  and  did  not  know  it  until  10:30#" 

3b.     -I.A.S.A;  REPORTS  INCLUDE  ALL  EXPORTS. 

The  question  arose  as  to  whether  or  not  the  weekly  reports  of  apple 
exports,  received  from  the  International  Apple  Shippers  1  ASSOCiation,  include 
al 1  exnorts  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  or  only  those  shipments  through 
members  of  this  ASSOciation.     In  reply,        C.  Phillips,  Secretary,  sent  the 
following  letter  under  date  of  March  2t5: 

"I  beg  to  advise  that  our  export  reports  cover  all  exportations  from 
all  Canadian  and  United  States  Ports  on  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  They 
are  complete  and  are  not  simply  the  exports  of  members  of  this  Association. 
Canadian  as  well  as  United  States  apples  are  included," 

Ub4     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  MARCH  ??: 

Page  181  -  Special  paragraph  on  Apnlps  in  weekly  review, 
IS 3  -  Idaho  Pus  sets  in  Demand,  4  by  A,  E.  Prugh, 

-  Water  Shortage  in  Southern  California,  -  by  H*  A,  Harris, 

-  Passings  at  Potomac  Yards,  Va,  (fi  Her) 

B.  C,  BOREE , 

Investigator  in  lferket  Surveys, 
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STATIONS 


IDAHO  EaLLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Eldg, 

GRAND  BAP IBS,  MICK.** 
419  Federal  Bldg. 


EL  CENTRO,  CALIF. 

Barbara  Worth  hotel 

SANFORD,  FLA. 
Court  House 

ORLANDO,  FLA.** 
Angebilt  Hotel 


Mai  1 
List 
No . 


In  Charge 


SU5 

m 

933 
910 
920 


A.  E.  Prugh 
G.  %  Prince 

R.  H.  Shoemaker 


C.  S.  Schultz 
F.  H,  Scruggs 
J.  D.  Evens 


Reports 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions  * 

Lettuce 


Celery 


Citrus 
fruit 


First 
Bullet  ins 


Sept.  25 

Oct.  19 
Oct,  19 
Oct.  19 

Jan,  8 
Jcii.  ik 
Jan.  16 


Probably 
Will  Close 


The  foliowi ng  stations  probably  v/iil  open  on  dates  i ndi cated: 


Hammond,  la. 

802 

R. 

Lc.nb 

Berries 

April  2 

May  3 

LAREDO,  TEXAS 

SOI 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Onions 

April  10 

May  10 

HASTINGS,  FLA. 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs      j Potatoes 

April  15 

May  20 

ASHERTON,  TEXAS 

sok 

H. 

Mosier 

Onions 

April  15 

May  20 

The  following;  stations  close  on  dates  indicated: 


Apr,,  15 


Apr,  30 
Nov,  15* 
Jan.  30* 

Apr.  1 


Apr.  10 
Apr,  15 


Closed 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

S37 

C. 

L. 

Brown 

Pears 

Sept. 

7 

Nov. 

3 

39  Federal  Bldg, 

Peaches 

Sept. 

7 

Oct. 

13 

Apples 

Sept, 

10 

Apr. 

1 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

10 

.  Apr. 

1 

Cabbag  e 

Sept , 

28 

Mar. 

8 

Onions 

Sept. 

28 

Mar . 

8 

Celery 

Oct. 

15 

,  Jan. 

12 

PRESIDE  ISLE,  ME. 

'  .g)+2 

H, 

S. 

Stiles 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

12 

.  Apr, 

1 

Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

.  S^7 

Mr 

s . 

L.  B.  Gerry 

.Apples 

.Sept. 

17 

,  Mar. 

29 

k2k  Federal  Bldg, 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

89U 

W. 

H. 

Mosier 

Potatoes 

Sept , 

17 

Mar , 

29 

lib  S.  Union  St, 

L  

*  Reports  discontinued. 
** State  Dept.  cooperating, 
A.  E.  Prugh  will  leave  Idaho 

Falls  for  Texas  about  Vl- 


tempore ry  Assignments: 

R.  M«  Peterson  )__._..„  , 
a    it  iw-  «,     vTo  Florida  lor  inspection,  work 
Lr,  a.  verier  en    )  * 

S.  W.  Russell,  assisting  in  Atlanta  office;'' 

W,  J.  Bertush  to  New  York  City  inspection  work 
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lc .     COlDITIOr  INSPECTIONS  OF  TOMATOES  I  IT  RECEIVING  MARKETS  . 

In  making  condition  inspection  covering  tomatoes  which  have  boon  in- 
spected at  shipping  point,  it  should  be  remembered  that  such  certificates 
mast  be  limited  strictly  to  factors  of  condition,  the  principal  of  which  are 
maturity  and  decay.    Puffiness  is  a  factor  of  grade  and  does  not  change  in 
transit*    No  mention  should  be  made  of  ouffiness,  therefore,  on  certificates 
which  are  restricted  to  condition. 

5c .    PUPFIHESS  I1T  FLORIDA  gOMA^D^ 

A  letter  of  .March  19,  from  u,  V.  Stephens ,  Supervising  Inspector  at 
Homestead,  Fla.,  tells  how  puffiness  of  tomatoes  is  handled  in  inspections  at 
shipping  points  along  the  East  Coast: 

"As  you  are  aware,  the  word  'puffy'  is  not  specifically  mentioned  in 
our  grades.    For  the  purpose  of  inspection  work,  however,  we  have  interpreted 
the  phrase  'free'  from  damage  by  mechanical  or  other  means'  to  cover  fully 
this  condi ti on • 

"Puffiness  in  tomatoes  is  very  much  like  hollow  heart  of  potatoes, 
since  neither  defect  can  be  detected  in  all  cases  by  external  examination 
alone.     Instructions  in  our  Handbook  are  fairly  complete  and  should  enable 
anyone  to  recognize  pronounced  puffiness  without  difficulty*    border  line 
cases,  however,  can  easily  be  misjudged,  and  I  am  confident  that  cutting  a 
considerable  number  of  representative  samples  is  the  only  safe  method  to 
employ.    Hough  tomatoes  may  be  solid  and  meaty,  and  smooth  stock  frequently 
shows  decidedly  open  and  puffy  when  cut. 

"when  a  tomato  has  thick  walls  and  partitions  and  is  only  slightly 
puffy  in  one  locule,  we  are  passing  it  in  U.S#  Grade  No«  1.    If  a  tomato  is 
open  in  two  or  more  spaces,  or  is  very  puffy  even  in  one  locule,  we  do  not 
consider  it  to  be  of  !To.  1  quality." 

3C.     TOMATOES  AT  HAhhENDAhS.  FLA. 

Mr#  Stephens  recently  made  a  trip  to  Hallendale,  Fla.,  about  20  miles 
north  of  Miami.    On  March  19  the  following  message  was  received  from  him: 

;II  went  uo  to  Hallendale  today.    They  won't  begin  to  ship  tomatoes  from 
that  point  for  three  or  four  weeks,     The  plants  look  mighty  good,  but  they 
are  young  and  small*    Most  of  the  plants  have  not  set  any  fruit  as  yet.  The 
cold  weather  nipped  a  few  leaves  but  did  not  do  any  real  damage." 

He,    REFR I GERAT OR  ANP  VENTILATOR  CARS  . 

F.B.  Parrish,  General  Agent  of  the  Fruit  Growers  Express,  in  a  letter  of 
March  16,  advised  of  the  danger  of  confusing  refrigerator  with  ventilator  cars. 
Although  his  communication  was  addressed  to  the  Florida  Inspection  Service, 
it  is  of  interest  to  all  Inspectors: 

"As  regards  certificates  covering  FSC  cars  in  the  10000  series:  Though 
these  cars  have  every  appearance  of  being  refrigerators,  they  are  not  and  are 
listed  in  the  Official  Railway  Equipment  Register  as  ventilated  box  cars.  Vie, 
therefore,  do  not  require  inspection  certificates  covering  them." 
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5c.    SUil/ARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AT  FLORIDA  SHIPPING  POINTS: 

Inspections  rr.ade  during  the  period  March  1  to  15  were  as  follows: 


Section ,  Cars 

Clearwater.  28 

Port  Myers  72 

Homestead. ,255 

Lakeland.,  288 

Leesburg, , , . . , ,   8H 

Orlando...,;,.....   15 

Palmetto, .  53 
Sanford   JJ2 


TOTAL , 


707 


Products , 


Ca 


rs 


Grapefruit.  70 

Oranges 62 
Mixed  Citrus  9 

Tangerines ......... , ^  1 

Total.  

Tomatoes.....   25U 

Celery....,   212 

Cabbage  »,...,,,*....  95 

Mixed  Vegetables  ,  tJ  H 

Total 


1U2 


565 


In  the  Division  Letter  for  March  7,  Par,  6c,  inspections  for  the  last 
half  of  February  rrere  tabulated,    Grand  total    this  season  to  the  end  of 
February  yas  given  as  3|8U3  cars.    By  adding  the  7O7  cars  inspected  during 
the  first  half  of  March,  the  total  to  that  time  is  U,550,    Daily  average 
inspections,  which  were  5^  the  second  half  of  Pebnuary,  had  increased  to  5^ 
in  March.    Total  vegetable  inspections  since  the  beginning  of  this  service 
last  November  are  3,°79,  and  total  citrus  fruits  1,U71  cars,    Total  inspec- 
tions by  sections  since  the  start  are:T 
Sanford, »..«.». .  1,200 


Homestead,,..,,,  8I5 

Port  Myers   351 

Orlando   313 


Palmetto  956 

Lakeland  U5O 

Clearwater ,  t  3^3 

Leesburg, .122 


6c,   biavy  baiiis  disastrous  to  truck  crops. 

During  the  first  part  of  last  reek,  heavy  rains  caused  considerable 
damage  to  Florida  truck  crops,  according  to  reports  received  from  the  different 
sections  of  the  State,    3elou  are  extracts  from  letters  sent  in  by  the  Super- 
vising Inspectors 

P.  M,  ^eterson, of  Leesburg,  *<Tote  the  following  on  March  20: 
"The  rain  has  certainly  raised  havoc  around  There.     It  is  too  early  to  tell 
how  much  damage  has  been  done,  but  the  beans  and  cucumbers  will  be  delayed 
a  week  or  ten  days  anyway,    Some  of  the  fields  are  actually  under  water; 
others  are  so  wet  that  growth  has  been  retarded,  and  many  fields  of  cucumbers 
and  melons  have  not  come  up  and  have  to  be  replanted," 

W«  V,  Stephens,  of  Homestead,  ^rote  as  follows  on  tomatoes: 
"It  is  raining  'to  beat  the  band'  here  just  no^t  and  that  means  the  old  vines, 
which,  have  not  already  gone  to  the  bad,  will  do  so  very  shortly.    M  least 
three-fourth?  of  the  old  fields  had  gone  to  pieces  before  this," 

The  following  was  received  from  0,  G,  Struss  on  March  21"  "Have 
been  spending  some  time  at  Wauchula  and  have  gotten  some  goo<3  ideas  that  will 
help  me  in  Alabama,    They  are  very  blue  down  there  on  their  deal,  because 
of  the  damage  resulting  from  the  rain.    Some  are  speaking  of  practically 
no  cucumbers,  and  potatoes  are  rotting  in  the  ground," 


IP  YOU  PAIL  TO  READ  THE  SATIRE  DIVISION  LETTER  EACH  WEEK, 
you  may  miss  the  most  important  thing  in  it  for  you. 
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7c ♦    SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECT IONS  IN  SOUTH  CaSQLIN^. 

In  a  lot  tor  recently  receivod  from  F,  L,  Earkey,  Chief  of  the  South 
oai^lina  Division  of  Markets,  the  following  statements  occur  regarding  the 
shipping-point  inspections  to  be  made  in  South  Carolina: 

"The  shippers  seem  to  be  lined  up  solidly  for  inspection  of  Irish 
potatoes.    Movement  is  expected  to  begin  around  Lay  1,  and  we  are  getting 
ourselves  set  to  take  care  of  this  deal. 

"Cur  peach  growers  want  shipping-point  inspection  on  peaches,  and 
-je  have  promised,  them  this,  hoping  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  it  at  the 
same  time  the  North  Carolina  crop  is  being  inspected.    We  will  load  some- 
thing like  150  cars  of  peaches  at  three  or  four  shipping  points.  For 
example ,  McBee  and  Lugoff ,  which  are  near  the  North  Carolina  line,  and  at 
Greenville,  Meriwether,  and  Ridge  Spring,  which  are  some  distance  away 
from  the  State  line. 

"As  to  our  cucumber  deal,  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  facte  in  a 
few  days  on  how  many  cars  our  growers  wish  inspection.    We  are  making  a 
survey  of  the  cucumber  situation  this  week." 

Sc .    SEPARATE  FIELD  CaRLQITS  aND  LETTERS  TO  WASHINGTON. 

This  office  frequently  finds  a  direct  letter  in  the  midst  of  a  bunch  of 
carbons  received  from  branch  offices.    While  all  carbons  of  field  letters  are 
read  before  they  go  to  the  files,  they  are  not  given  as  prompt  attention  as 
direct  letters,  two  or  three  days'  receipts  frequently  accumulating  on  my 
desk.    If  a  direct  letter  is  covered  up  in  these  carbons,  it  may  go  unnoticed 
for  several  days  instead  of  receiving  the  immediate  attention  it  deserves. 
All  of fices,  therefore,  are  requested  . to  either  send  carbons  and  original 
letters  to  Washington  in  separate  envelopes  or:,,  if  there  is    only  a  small 
number  of  carbons,       pin  them  on  the  back  of  the  direct  letter,  so  that  it 
will  receive  prompt  attention. 

F.  C-.  Robb, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 


o?  ::\;  staff  :p  the  fruit  ,p:u  vegetable  division 

are  invited  to  submit  appropriate  material 
for  "Crops  and  Markets Articles 
should  be  addressed  to 
Mr*  Fiske' s  section. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

A  letter  has  "been  received  from  0.  D.  Miller,  in  charge  of  the  New  York 
Market  News  office,  to  the  effect  that  he  expects  to  resign  about  May  15»  to 
accept  a  position  with  Steinhardt  &  Kelly,  prominent  -oroduce  dealers  on  the 
Washington  Street  market  in  Hew  York.     It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Miller  will 
serve  as  field  manager  for  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  in  the  California,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico  and  Colorado  cantaloupe  deals.     The  announcement  of  Mr,  Miller's 
intention  to  leave  Government  work  is  received  with  sincere  regret;  his  record 
of  service  will  be  published  at  a  later  date. 

Mr.  Robb  went  to  Annapolis,  Md. ,  on  Wednesday  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  Legislature  which  is  considering  legislation  necessary  to  secure  Federal- 
State  inspection  at  shipping  points  in  Maryland. 

Robert  Bier  returned  to  Washington  with  Mr.  Roob  from  the  conference 
held  at  Onley,  Va. ,  last  Saturday  regarding  inspection  work  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.    Mr.  Bier  expects  to  leave  again  for  the  South  on  Sunday.    He  will  stop 
at  Pinehurst,  N.  C,  to  aiscuss  with  peach  organizations  in  the  Sandhill 
section  the  inspection  of  peaches  at  shipping  points,  and  at  Macon,  Ga. ,  to 
confer  with  officers  of  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange  regarding  similar 
work  in  that  State.    He  probably  will  stop  at  Jacksonville,  Ela, ,  to  confer 
with  Commissioner  L.  M,  Rhodes. 

Latest  vrord  from  Mr.  Samson  indicates  that  he  was  at  Salinas,  Calif,  ,  on 
Monday,  and  at  Sacramento  and  San  Francisco  on  succeeding  days  this  week, 

Mr.  Stillwell  was  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and 
planned  to  visit  the  following  offices  in  the  order  named:     Kansas  City, 
Friday  and  Saturday;  St,  Louis,  Monday  and  Tuesday,  Memphis,  Wednesday,  return- 
ing to  Washington  by  Friday  morning, 

A  wire  from  H.  Deane  Phillips,  Director  of  the  New  York  Bureau  of 
Markets,  states  that  the  inspection  of  potatoes  at  shipping  points  in  western 
New  York  probably  will  be  continued  until  April  IS.    Jair.es  A.  Marks  is  super- 
vising this  work,  with  headquarters  at  Avoca, 

Lawrence  Jones,  of  the  State  agricultural  staff  in  Nevada,  is  in  Los 

Angeles  this  week,  taking  inspection  training  under  F.  S.  Kinsey  and  H,  F. 

Larson,  so  as  to  be  able  to  handle  the  inspection  of  lettuce,  asparagus  and 
other  vegetables  in  the  Moapa  Valley  of  southern  Nevada, 

R.  E.  Lamb,  who  has  been  assisting  with  shipping-point  inspections  in 
Florida,  will  leave  Palmetto  by  April  1  for  Hammond,  La,.,  where  he  will  issue 
market  reports  on  strawberries. 

C.  H.  Behnke  will  be  transferred  from  Homestead  to  Palmetto,  Fla. , 
succeeding  Mr,  Lamb  in  charge  of  the  inspection  work  in  Manatee  County.  Most 
of  his  time  will  be  devoted  to  tomatoes, 

Within  the  next  week  V/.  H.  Steinbauer,  who  has  been  local  Inspector  in 
Washington  since  November,  will  be  transferred  permanently  to  Boston,  where  he 
will  assist  Inspector  G.  \J.  Payne. 
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3f»  C.  Farnworth,  at  present  in  charge  of  inspection  work:  at  Sanford, 
3Plai,  -"ill  leave  there  early  next  week  for  7/ashingtoii.  He. "succeeds'.  Mr*  Stein- 
bauer  as  local  Inspector.      George  A. DeBaven  ^Till  he  temporarily  in  charge 
at  Sanford. 

The  season1  s  market  reports  at  the  following  stations  will  he  discon- 
tinued by  April  1:    Presque  Isle,  he.;  Rochester,  N.Y«;  Waupaca,  Wis.,  and 
Spokane.,  Wash.    A  nunjber  of  hew  field  stations  '-ill  be  announced  next  meek. 

H.  S.  Stiles,  -mho  has  been  issuing  x^otato  reports  at  Presque  Isle, 
--ill  go  to  the  Boston  office  to  nork  up  his  summary  of  the  Aroostook  County 
deal  and  to  assist  in  starting  the  distribution  of  market  reports  to  Maine 
growers  and  dealers  from  the  Boston  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Although  the  publication  of  mimeographed  bulletins  will  be  discontinued 
at  Rochester  by  Tuesday,  C.  L.  Broome  -ill  remain  at  -chat  office  until  the 
middle  of  April,  completing  his  summaries  of  the  various  des^ls. 

A,  L.  Thomas,  radio  operator  in  the  Rochester  office,  will  come  to 
Washington  by  April  15,  '.There  he  will  handle  the  radio  telegraphic  work  during 
the  summer  months.    Mr.  Thomas  will  take  some  leave  between  April  1  and  15. 

After  the  closing  of  the  YTaupaca  office  this  Saturday,  '7.  H.  hosier 
will  be  on  leave  at  671  East  Mound  Street,  Columbus  ,  Ohio,  until  about  April 
10.      He  is  scheduled  to  begin  market  reports  on  onions  at  Asherton,  Texas,  by 
the  15th. 

Mrs,  L.  B.  Gerry  mill  re:  airi  in  Spokane  as  usual,  after  the  discontinu- 
ance of  apple  reports  at  that  station.    Spokane  is  a  year-around  office,  and 
during  the  summer  months  mrs .  Gerry  devotes  her  full  time  to  railroad  reports 
from  local  freight  agents  in  the  Horthwest  and  to  other  miscellaneous  duties. 

The  date  for  closing  the  potato  news  service  at  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho, 
has  been  changed  again,     this  time  to  April  15*    ftfei  Prugh*s  departure  for 
Laredo,  Texas,  has  been  further  delayed,  because  of  the    lateness  of  onion 
shipments  from  Texas. 

m  definite  word  has  been  received  as  yet  from  C.  F..  Schultz  concerning 
the  closing  date  for  lettuce  market  reports  in  the  Imperial  Valley, 
California.    There  is  a  possibility  that  this  news  service  will  be  continuec. 
beyond  April  1 . 

Mrs.  Ethel  Shomalter  Rice,  who  is  to  report  f or  t|g£y  in  Mr.  Patton's 
section  next  meek,  mas  bereaved  by  the  sudden  death  of/ husband  on  Sunday. 
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la ,     EBTTIT  AITD  VEGETABLE  SITUATION  IN  L0!CL0i,h 

Interesting  -  very  interesting!.-  is  the  following  article,  clipped 
from  the  London  "Daily  Telegraph"  of  March  1%  and  submitted  "by  Commissioner 
Foley's  office.    Note  particularly  the  price  of  strawberries,  the  German  de- 
mand for  grapes,  the  large  output  of  fruit  from  Africa,  the  tricks  of  street 
vendors,  the  close  relation  of  salmon  and  cucumbers  in  London,  and  the  good 
description  of  an  American  apple  orchard  on  top  a  high  mountain  from  which 
the  fiu.it  is  sent  "by  a  long  aerial  cable  to  the  shipping  station  below:  - 

Demand  for  fruit  has  been  \;ery  greatly  strengthened  by  brighter  weather 
in  London,  some  importers  experiencing  quite  a  boom  in  sales.    The  fact  that 
the  wholesale  price  of  strawberries  has  fallen  to  as  low  as  12s  per  lb.  for 
cheaper  grades,  and  to  2^s  to  35s  per  lb.  for  best  quality,  causes  no  excite- 
ment so  far  as  the  majority  of  fruit  consumers  is  concerned.     Germany  and 
America  are  competing  for  possession  of  grapes,  the  spending  craze  being  de- 
clared to  be  still  strong  in  Germany,  while  the  ''dryness"  of  America  has 
created  a  persistent  clamour  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine  there.     In  the 
circumstances  the  prime  grapes  arriving  in  great  variety  from  South  Africa  are 
very  welcome,  and  much  appreciated,    Peaches,  pears,  and  plums  from  the  sane 
source  are  in  splendid  condition,  the  Kelsey  plums  in  particular  being  very 
fine  fruit  of  which  large  specimens  are  selling  retail  at  Ud  each.     The  pears 
are  perfect  at  various  prices,  including  Cornice,  Pon  Chretien,  Beurre  Diel, 
Beurre  Hardy •  and  Beurre  Pose.    The  Beurre  Pose  is  a  large,  long  russety,~or 
calabasse.  pear  of  delicious  flavour;  the  Beurre  Kardy  is  of  a  very  rich 
flavour;  William's  Bon  Chretien  is  a  ve^y  choice  dessert  fruit,  and  the 
Doyenne  du  Cornice  is  known  as  "the  best  pear." 

Peaches  ard  plums  are  arriving  from  Australia  and  the  Argentine,  but 
the  quantities  from  South  Africa  dnarf  these  supplies  irto  insignificance. 
Seme  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  increased  output  of  fruit  from  South  Africa  by 
comparison  with  previous  years.    Leaving  out  the  citrus  varieties,  the  total 
export  for  1910  v?as  only  a  little  over  200,000  cases.     In  IJIH  the  total  was 
about  ^50»0C0,  and  during  last  month  alone  nearly  320..000  cases  were  despatched 
to  Southampton  for  distribution  in  this  country,  pears  heading  the  list, 
follcwed  in  order  as  to  quantity  by  grapes,  plums,  peacheSj,  pineapples, 
nectarines,  mangoes,  grenadillas,  and  apples. 

Citrus  fruits  are  dearer,  demand  for  oranges  from  Spain.  Palestine,  and 
Elorida  having  increased  considerably,  the  same  applying  to  grapefruit  from 
\,he  West  Indies,  and  Florida,  and  lemons  from  Spain  and  Sicily.     Ivlurcian  and 
Valentian  oranges  have  been  rather  short  in  supply,  but  there  are  still  fair 
quantities  of  Seville  sours  and  Palermo  bitters  for  marmalade  making.  Banana,, 
are  sharing  in  the  popular  demand,  and  the  danger  of  being  "had11  by  unscrupu- 
lous traders  has  now  passed,  the  fruit  spoiled  by  the  dock  strike  delay  having 
been  cleared.     Many  complaints  were  made  of  street  vendors'  dexterity  in  sub- 
stituting inferior  fruit  in  the  place  of  what  x-hey  were  offering  for  sale. 

(Page  1^5)  (continued  over) 
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it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  spotted  peel  does  not  indicate  a  poor 
interior,  but  quite  the  reverse. 

?_e:tt~r  of  Arrelec 

American  and  Canadian  apples  are  of  excellent  Quality  and  plentiful. 
Fruit  growers  in  this  country  will  be  interested  to  learn  of  methods  adopted 
by  some  orchardists  in  America  who  have  surmounted  difficulties  which  would 
have  deterred  most  producers,     -hey  planted  fruit  trees  on  a  mountain  top, 
the  orchards  being  3»3C0  ft.  above  the  surrounding  level,  and  water  was 
brought  seven  miles  by  conduit.     The  fruit  is  conveyed  3§  miles  by  an  aerial 
cable  from  the  packing-house  to  the  despatch  depot  below.    This  aerial  fruit 
cableway  is  said  to  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  and  cost  $50, COO  to  erect. 
The  proprietors  pay  out  $11,000  a  week  in  wages,  have  a  model  village  for  the 
employees,  with  a  large  store,  school,  church,  dance  hall,  cinema  hall,  fire 
brigade,  &c.    Out  of  season  the  population  is  only  2C0,  but  when  the  gather- 
ing is  in  full  swing  about  cOO  hands  are  employed.    As  to  the  output  of  fruit, 
one  firm  of  Importers  at  Covent  Garden  has  just  been  notified  of  the  despatch 
to  them  of  twenty  freight  cars  of  apples. 

Most  vegetables  are  making  higher  prices  on  short  supplies,  onions 
having  advanced  considerably.     Savoys  are  also  dear,  but  cauliflowers  have 
become  cheaper  on  larger  supplies  coming  frcm  Prance,  from  which  source  there 
are  plentiful  quantities  of  lettuce  and  asparagus.     Italian  endive  and  Belgian 
chicory  are  costing  more  on  shorter  supplies,    Potatoes  are  arriving  frcm  the 
Channel  Islands,  Canary  Islands,  Algiers,  and  the  Azores,  and  old  potatoes 
have  fallen  in  value,     with,  a  fall  in  the  cost  of  salmon,  demand  for  cucumbers 
rose,  and  more  came  to  market,   cut  the  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  salmon 
has  sent  down  the  demand,  and  cucumbers  have  dropped  to  figures  which  must  be 
very  disappointing  to  the  growers.    Forced  rhubarb  has  not  been  reaching 
London  in  such  quantities  as  hitherto,  and  prices  have  risen,  though  some  of 
it  is  of  poor  quality  and  foretells,  coupled  with  arrivals  of  the  ordinary 
outdoor  variety,  the  approaching  end  of  its  season.    One  of  the  most  attractive 
displays  at  Covent  Garden  is  of  Canary  Island  tomatoes.     Supplies  have  been 
above  demand,  'cut  the  weather  change  has  resulted  in  a  rush  for  salads,  and 
the  call  for  tomatoes  has  become  increasingly  insistent  during  the  week, 
yesterday's  summerlike  sunshine  sending  restaurateurs  to  Covent  Garden  for 
further  'supplies* 

2a.    ::'  '::z:?b       :^?:-:z~s"  :::?.  :^f:-~  29: 

Page  157  -  Special  paragraph  on  Sweet  Potatoes  in  weekly  review. 

199  -  Imperial  Valley  Lettuce  Season  Waning,  -  by  C,  S.  Schultz, 

-  Asparagus  Season  Opens. 

-  New  Field  Stations  to  be  Opened. 

-  Movement  of  Florida  celery  (filler). 

200  -  Crop  notes  on  Florida  cucumbers  and  potatoes. 
208  -  British  Aid  to  Agricultural  Cooperation. 

3a.     I"  I  HZ  LARCH  SUPFLFHSHT  TO  "CROPS  AMD  MARKETS." 

Page  102  -  Summary  of  January  inspection  work;  in  this  summary  practically 
all  of  the  text  had  to  be  omitted  because  of  lack  of  space. 
103  -  Carload  Shipments  for  February,  by  States. 
itik  -  Potato  Holdings  Light  in  Colorado,  -  by  -John  D.  Snow. 

-  Summary  of  February  inspection  work. 

105  -  Carload  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  for  February. 
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lb.    ASP.-JLiGTJS  CODS  PAG:?.-  (EEP1.Y) 
It  had  been  intended  to  prepare  a  code  page  for  asparagus ,  based  upon 
the  market  wires  of  the  first  two  weeks,  and  send  it  to  all  markets  for 
immediate  use  in  preparing  current  asparagus  wires.    So  little  uniformity  has 
been  apparent  in  the  grades  reported  by  the  various  markets,  however ,  that 
it  lias  not  been  feasible  to  no  so.     In  order  to  assist  us  in  working  up  an 
asparagus  code  page,  each  market  reporter  is  asked  to  write  us  a  letter,  out- 
lining the  asparagus  situation  in  his  market.    Among  other  things,  we  are 
interested  in  the  following: 

1.  ilames  and  definitions  of  all  grades  no-  in  use  on  your  market  for 
California  asparagus,  in  descending  order  of  size. 

2.  Whether  all  dealers  employ  identical  grade  terms  for  the  same  stock, 
or  whether  the  ITo.  1  of  one  dealer  is  the  same,  for  example,  as  the  Extra 
Fane;?  of  another. 

3.  Whether  crates  other  than  the  l-dozen  pyramidal  type  been  received 
from  California? 

H,    TThether  there  is  any  difference  in  price  between  green  and  white 
asparagus 7 and  which  is  more  commonly  received  on  :tout  market, 

5,    Brief  information  as  to  containers,  grades,  and  color  of  asparagus 
coming  from  other  States,  based  on  receipts  during  previous  seasons, 

2b.     Sr-\  LOUIS  SUIjlAHY  0?  TJi'hQApS. 

There  seems  to  be  a  friendly  rivalry  between  the  various  market  sta- 
tions in  the  matter  °f  attractive  and  useful  summaries  of  unload  reports. 
One  of  the  best  to  be  issued  is  that  from  St.  Louis,    It  contains  20  pages 
(10  long  sheets)  and  a  number  of  maps  and  graphs,  which  make  it  especially 
attractive.    ?he  maps  are  outline  maps  of  the  United  States,  traced  on  the 
stencils , 

-he  first  page  gives  comparative  totals  for  1922  and  1923  on  nine 
leading  fruits  and  vegetables.    Annual  and  average  daily  totals  are  presented 
for  both  the  receipts  and  the  unloads,  so  as  to  show  the  relation  between  the 
two.    Of  the  15,227  cars  of  nine  products  received  in  19-22,  unloads  were  10,309 
cars.    Of  the  I923  receipts  totaling  13,90U  cars,  9,H57  were  unloaded,  k 
second  table  gives  the  unloads  by  States  for  these  nine  products  and  for  the 
two  years. 

Separate  sheets  are  devoted  to  the  seven  most  important  fruits  and 
vegetables.    On  the  front  of  the  sheet  is  an  outline  map.    Boxed  figures 
in  each  State  indicate  the  St.  Louis  unloads  from  that  State;  these  arc  con- 
nected with,  st,  Louis  by  converging  lines.    Within  each  State  boundary  also 
are  indicated  the  production  figures  for  I923  and  1922  respectively,    A  graph 
also  shows  by  different  length  bars  the  relation  between  receipts  and  unloads 
°-  I'1at  product  in  St,  Louis,    A  small  table  gives  commercial  production  in 
the  U.  3,  and  the  total  car lot  shipments  for  the  fcwfc  years.    On  the  reverse 
side  of  the  sheet  for  each  product  is  another  graph,  with  rising  and  falling 
lines  indicating  the  monthly  unloads  for  1923,  compared  with  the  five-year  av- 
erage.   Similar  graphs,  but  no  maps,  are  given  for  strawberries  and  tomatoes, 

A  page  or  two  of  text  emphasizes  the  sources  of  supply  for  the  different 
fruits  and  vegetables,  and  calls  attention  to  comparative  figures  for  the  last 
five  years  and  -0  the  main  pointy  brought  out  by  the  charts  and  maps. 
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3b.    SUl.ii.lARY  OF  UNLOADS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  Eoston  office  recently  distributed  a  seven-page  summary  of  the  1923 
unloads  in  that  market.    It  is  well  prepared  and  brings  out  the  important 
facts  with  respect  to  the  unloads  and  the  carriers  hauling  the  stuff  to 
Boston.    Particular  attention  is  given  to  homegrown  products,  these  data 
being  obtained  from  the  State  Dept*  of  Agriculture  which  tabulates  the  re- 
ceipts by  truck  and  wagon. 

The  opening  table  shows  the  unloads  of  15  fruits  and  vegetables  by 
months  during  1923,  with  comparative  totals  for  the  year  1922 •  Aggregate 
unloads  for  1923  were  3^,33^  carloads,  compared  with  32,512  the  year  before* 
A.  separate  table  is  then  given  for  each  product,  showing  the  monthly  receipts, 
segregated  as  to  freight,  express,  boat,  imports,  and  homegrown  stock.  The 
concluding  set  of  tables  shows  the  monthly  receipts  of  each  product  by  States, 
with  comparative  State  totals  for  1922,    The  entire  report  was  prepared  by 
Miss  N.  K,  Callahan. 

Arrivals  by  wagon  and  truck,  listed  as  "homegrown,"  included  the  fol- 
lowing items  expressed  in  equivalent  carloads: 


Apples  859 

Cabbage*  581 


Celery.....  23O 

Onions   6l 


Peaches.,,.  22 
Potatoes...  51 


Strawberries  %k 
Tomatoes. . ♦ .H62 


Ub.    ARRIVALS  AM)  UNLQaDS  III  PITTSBURGH: 

J,  K,  Boyd,  of  the  Pittsburgh  office,  also  has  issued  a  complete 
summary  of  arrivals  and  unloads  in  that  market  during  19^3  ■  compared  with 
1922,    The  figures  are  given  by  States,  the  arrivals  and  the  unloads  from  each 
State  being  on  the  same  line;  any  miscellaneous  or  extra  States  are  placed  at 
the  foot  of  the  column*    If  all  the  pages  of  this  summary  have  been  received, 
it  shows  19,23*1  cars  of  13  products  unloaded  in  1923,  against  19,5^0  cars  the 
year  before.    The  list  includes  potatoes,  apples,  celery,  onions,  cabbage, 
sweet  potatoes,  tomatoes,  strawberries,  cantaloupes,  watermelons,  peaches, 
grapes  and  pears.    In  addition,  92H  cars  of  lettuce  were  unloaded  in  1923* 
A  review  of  this  unloads  summary  appeared  on  page  6  of  last  week1  s  "New 
York  Packer," 

5b.    PRESS  RELEASES  IN  SALT  LaKS  CITY, 

The  semiannual  report  of  activities  from  J «  R.  Duncan  outlines  as 
follows  the  work  he  has  accomplished  with  newspapers  in  his  territory! 

"During  the  latter  part  of  the  shipping  season,  the  Salt  Lake  City  news- 
papers published  the  fruit  and  vegetabLe  shipping-point  information  received 
over  the  leased  wire,  the  shipments,  and  the  local  market  report  each  day. 
During  November  and  December,  a  weekly  review  of  the  local  market  was  written 
and  released  to  the  daily  papers.    The  publishers  of  the  11  Utah  -.Parmer"  started 
a  market  page  in  their  paper  last  November,  and  our  Salt  Lake  office  is 
furnishing  all  market  information  on  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  livestock  and 
wool,  which  they  use*" 

6b.     DISCREPANCY  IN  APPLE  EXPORTS  REPORT. 

In  the  I,a,S,a,  report,  released  March  2U  and  covering  the  week  ending 
March  15,  it  was  noticed  that  a  difference  of  gUO  boxes  of  apples  had  slipped 
into  the  total  exports  to  that  date,    R*  G-,  Phillips,  Secratary  of  the  Associa- 
tion, explains  that  this  difference  is  accounted  for  by  a  delayed  report  of 
the  shipment  of  8^0  boxes  for  Liverpool  from  San  Francisco  on  the  S,S,  London 
Importer  on  March  U,  which  report  was  included  in  the  total  for  the  season. 

E.  tf;  STILL'wELL, 

SDecialist  in  Market  News. 
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STATIONS 

Mail 
List 
.So , 

In  Charge 

,  Reports 

First 
Bullet  ins 

Probably 
./ill  Close 

ID^HO  P. XLS,  ID«HO 
230  Federal  Bldg« 

G.  E.  Prince 

.Potatoes 

Sept.  25 

Apr,  15 

G-iLi©  RAPIDS,  MICK,** 
kl3  Federal  Bldg,. 

.  S95 

R.  H.  Slioemal:er 

Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions  * 

Oct.  19 
.Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 

-pr.  30 
.  Nov.  15* 
Jan.  30* 

EL  CEPTRO,  CaLIF, 

Barbara  'Forth  Plot  el 

933 

■    '              Li '            C        1-^  n  ^  T   ~  »-> 

^  .    iii-    bCilO.l  u  z 

- 

jLet  tuce 

Jan.  8 

Apr,  10 

SaHFOBD,  PLn. 
Court  House 

910 

F.  H,  Scruggs 

Celery 

Jan.  Ik 

Apr,  12 

ORLciUDO,  FLa.** 
^ngebilt  Hotel 

920 

J.  D,  Evers 

C 1 trus 
fruit 

.Jan.  l6 

'  Apr;  15 

H-J/240FD,  M., 

802 

R.  H,  Lamb 

Berries 

Mar.  31 

May  3 

____   

The  following  stations  -orobabr 

/  will  or> en  on  da 

tes  in&ica 

:ed: 

L  ^-iRED  C ,   1  HpC  x  S 

801 

a.  2.  Prugh 

Onions 

Apr,  10 

May  10 

HaSTIImGS,  FLa.  . 

851 

P.  H.  Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Apr.  15 

May  20 

^SHERTOI",  TZXaS 

SOU 

H.  Hosier 

Onions 

Apr.  15 

May  20 

MEGGETT,  S.  C. 

V 

Unas signed 

Cabbage 
Potatoes 

ADr,  1'5 

May  10 

May  lp 
June  10 

CHaDBOURP,  h.  c. 

803 

Una,  s  signed 

berries 

p#  1  ■ 

\ 

May  20 

JUDSQiTIa,  ARK, 

S56 

Unas  signed 

| Perries 

1  iv^y  0 

May  31 

RIPLEP ,  TEUr;. 

80b 

Unas  signed 

Lerr ies 

[  May  5 
j  

May  j>1 

*  Reports  discontinued. 


Temporary  Assignneiits: 

R.  M.  Peterson  )^0  pp0rida  for  inspection  work. 

State  Dept.  cooperating,    G.  A,  DeHaven  ) 

S,  15.  Russell,  assisting  in  Atlanta  o::  ice. 

\7.  J.  Bertush  to  Ile-.T  York  City  inspection  work, 

H.  S.  Stiles  in  Boston  011  ice. 

C .  I»; .  Bro  •:n  i n  Eo ch e s t er  office, 

17,  K,  Mosier  on  leave  in  Columbus. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc  »    USE  Q?  SIZE  CLASSI?ICATIOIT  TERNS  "ITS  GRADES: 

In  making  grade  statements  covering  products  such  as  cabbage,  where 
size  classification  is  not  a  part  of  grade  specifications,  statements  such 
as  "U<S.  No*  1,  Small"  should  not  be  used.    The  size  classification  should 
be  given  separately,  as  is  indicated  by  the  specif ications  covering  such  pro- 
ducts.   The  following  statement  is  recommended:     "Stock  is  small  size  and 
grades  U.S.  No.  1."    If  size  specifications  are  written  into -the  grades,  as 
in  the  case  of  "northern -grown  onions,  the  size  term  should  be-  connected  with 
the  grade-  statement.    Example:  "Stock  meets  requirements  U.S.  Grade  !To .  1, 
Medium." 

2c.     INSPECTIONS  AT  SANEOPD.  FLA . 

Florida:  shipped  Ut 557  cars  of  celery  up  to  and.  including  March  29 «  The 
Sanford  section  had  rolled  3,5^6  cars  and  the  Manatee  section  1,251  cars,  with 
oO  from  other  parts  of  the  State %  according  to  reports  from  Sanford. 

Total  number  of  celery  inspections  made  by  the  Sanford" office  to  date 
is  !t 057,  or  approximately  30$  of  the  tonnage  of  the  district  1 

The  average  yield  for  the  entire  season  probably  will  be  slightly  over 
2  cars  per  acre,    About  73O  acres  are  still  to  be  harvested  and  the  greater 
part  of  this  stock  will  move  during  the  month  of  April,  with  the  remainder 
dragging  on  through  May,    Below  is  a  tabulation  of  celery  inspections  made  at 


Sanford  by  weeks  from  January  1  to  March  29: 

Week  Ending  Inspections  YTeek  Ending  Inspections 

January  5  10  February  23  100 

"      12  31  March    *     1  81 

"      19  88  "            8  100 

"     26  tok  »         15  57 

February  2  U£  u           22  89 

9  166  »         29  101 

"        16  SU  Total  to  March  29  1,057  : 


3c*     SEI^PING-POIITT  INSPECTIONS  AT  HASTINGS.  FLA. 

On  Wednesday,  Mr,  Mercker  left  for  Hastings,  to  take  charge  of  the  po- 
tato inspection  deal,    Three  local  inspectors  are  being  transferred  to  the 
Hastings  office  and  others  may  be  sent  if  the  work  increases,  "Ihe  deal  will 
open  up  with  a  bang  on  April  10,  provided  the  rains  keep  away  for  a  while. 
Selow  is  given  the  estimated  acreage  for  Florida,  handled  by  the  biggest  ship- 


pers located  at  Eastings: 

Hastings  Potato  Growers' Association  .6,  U20  acres 

Bugbee  Distributing  Company.  .6, 06U  " 

Nix  Produce  Company, .............  ,  .  ,  2,  865  " 

G.  W.  Waller  2,19*4  » 

Chase  &  Co. »  ,   '  769  M 


The  largest  producing  sections  consist  of  Hastings,  with  7,155  acres; 
Elkton,  with  3,258  acres;  East  Palatka,  with  1,1*50  acres;  and  Bunnell,  with 
ltkkk  acres. 
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Uc.    PEACH  POOLIFG  SYSTEMS, 

W.  M,  Scott,  of  the  American  Emit  Growers,  and  A.  E.  Mercker,  of  our 
Orlando  office,  have  had  several  conferences  and  have  drawn  no  a  set  of  peach 
pooling  systems.    These  systems  were  to  be  presented  to  the  Candor  Fruit 
Growers'  Association,  Candor,  1T.C,  and  the  Pinehurst  Fruit  Growers'  Association 
of  Pinehurst,  N.  C,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  this  week.    They  are  practically 
identical  to  those  devised  by  Mr.  Mercker  lasf  season  and  used  by  the  Sand- 
hill Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Aberdeen,  N..C 

According  to  word  received  from  Dr.  R.  ',7.  Leiby,  Entomologist  at  Aber- 
deen, IT.  C,  the  estimated  production  of  the  Sandhill  peach  crop  will  be  about 
2,750  cars.    Practically  the  entire  tonnage  will  be  inspected  at  shipping  point. 

5c.     FAVY  DEPART!  I5FT  DEBARS  TTO  FIRMS  FROM  FUTURE  CONTRACTS. 

Two  firms  in  Philadelphia  were'  recently  debarred  by  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ment 'from  bidding  on  future  contracts.    One  of  the  firms  had  a  contract  last 
October  to  furnish  butter,  and  sublet  this  contract  to  a  second  firm,  The 
contract  required  that  before  delivery  the  butter  must  be  inspected  by  a  Food 
Products  Inspector  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    Fifty  tubs  of  butter 
were  inspected  by  L.  E.  Gaylord  and  stamped  92  score,  as  required  by  the  spec- 
ifications Of  the  contract.    Cn  the  following  day,  fifty  tubs  "ere  delivered 
bearing  the  stamp  of  Mr.  Gaylord, but,  due  to  the  condition  of  the  butter,  it 
was  suspected  that  a  substitution  of  butter  other  than  that  vfriich  had  been 
inspected  had  been  made.    This  oroved  to  be  true  when  a  second  examination  was 
made  by  Mr .  Gaylord  who  found  that  the  substituted  butter  scored  about  8S  in- 
stead of  92.    The  facts  in  the  case  were  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  Navy- 
Department  and,  under  date  of  March  15,  both  the  contractor  and  the  sub-con- 
tractor were  advised  by  the  Navy  Department  that  "The  transaction  referred 
to  above  makes  you  an  undesirable  bidder  on  supplies  for  the  Faval  Service  and 
you  are  accordingly  advised  that  'your  firm, 1  together  with  all  officers  and 
members  thereof,  are  hereby  debarred  from  further  business  relations  with  the 
Navy.11 

F.  G.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

Id.     SPECIAL  CIRCULARS  Q'T  STANDARD  COFTAIFERS, 

Mention  of  the  special  circulars,  recently  prepared  by  H.A.  Spilman, 
has  been  deferred  until  a  sufficient  supnly  was  on  hand  to  permit  of  distri- 
bution to  our  branch  offices  and  field  stations.    These  two  papers  are  of  in- 
terest to  all  technical  employees,  and  conies  are  being  sent  this  week  to  all 
offices.    The  titles  of  the  circulars  are  as  follows 

"Outline  Showing  Present  and  Proposed  Standardization  of  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Containers."  (dated  March  1,  I92U) 

"Suggested  Sectional  Standards  for  Vegetable  Crates."  (undated) 

Copies  of  these  circulars  have  been  distributed  to  55^  package  manu- 
facturers, about  50  State  marketing  officials,  and  97O  County  Agents  in  21 
States.    They  are  worthy  of  careful  reading. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

About  a  week  ago,  Mr.  Sherman  started  for  Minneapolis,  where  he  was  to 
take  part  in  a  conference  regarding  the  inspection  of  butter  in  that  region. 
Flooding  of  the  Potomac  River  and  consequent  interruption  to  traffic  on  the 
B.  &  0.  Railroad  near  Cumberland,  Md. ,  made  it  necessary  for  the  train  on 
which  Mr.  Sherman  was  riding  to  he  sent  by  a  circuitous  route,  which  delayed 
him  so  much  as  to  prevent  his  attendance  at  the  Minneapolis  meeting.  However, 
Mr.  Sherman  did  visit  our  Chicago  and  Pittsburgh  offices  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  conferring  with  representatives  of  this  Division.    He  returned  to 
Washington  on  Wednesday.    Yesterday  and  today,  he  was  on  a  trip  to  Baltimore. 

Leaving  this  Saturday  night,  Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  make  a  two  or 
three  weeks'  tour  through  the  South  in  the  interest  of  shipping-point  in- 
spection work.    He  will  stop  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  and  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  to 
confer  with  State  officials,  and  then  probably  will  go  to  points  in 
Louisiana  and  other  States. 

Mr.  Stillwell  returned  to  his  desk  on  Thursday  morning,  after  a  month's 
trip  to  line  up  the  market  reporting  work  in  southern  producing  sections.  He 
advises  that  the  State  agencies  are  interested  in  the  market  news  service  and 
are  cooperating  with  the  Federal  Bureau.     Work  at  the  several  market  stations 
visited  is  progressing  nicely,  and  some  new  lines  of  service  are  being 
developed.     Increased  interest  by  growers  and  shippers  is  manifested  every- 
where, 

Mr.  Samson's  recent  wires  have  been  from  Sacramento,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  he  will  remain  in  California  for  at  least  the  next  few  days. 

F.  S.  Kinsey,  who  has  been  on  leave  in  Los  Angeles,  will  report  for 
duty  in  Mississippi  next  week,  to  supervise  inspections  of  peas,  tomatoes, 
cabbage,  etc.,  at  shipping  points  in  that  State.    His  headquarters  may  be  at 
Jackson,  though  this  is  not  yet  definitely  known.    Mr.  Kinsey  will  meet 
Mr.  Sherman  at  Jackson, to   discuss  the  details  of  this  new  work. 

En  route  to  New  York  City  last  Saturday,  B.  E.  Yaden,  formerly  with 
the  Food  Products  Inspection  Service,  stopped  at  the  'Washington  office  a  short 
while.    Since  resigning  from  Government  service,  he  has  been  associated  With 
the  Stewart  Fruit  Company,  Chicago,  and  has  now  been  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Hew  York  office  of  that  company. 

It  is  understood  that  0.  G.  Strauss,  who  supervised  inspections  in  the 
Lakeland  section  of  Florida,  will  proceed  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  within  a  few  days, 
to  conduct  the  inspection  work  on  vegetables  in  that  territory. 

A.  E,  Mercker  should  now  be  addressed  at  Hastings,  Fla.,  instead  of 
Orlando.    He  is  supervising  potato  inspections  in  the  Hastings  district. 

The  departure  of  17.  H,  Steinbauer  for  Boston  has  been  delayed  a  few 
days.    N.  C,  Farnworth  is  expected  to  reach  Washington,  from  Sanford,  Fla., 
this  Saturday.    He  succeeds  Mr.  Steinbauer  as  local  Inspector, 
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OFFICE  NOTES :  (Continued) 

We  regret  to  announce  the  resignation  cf   S,  D,  Main,  technical  assistant 
in  the  New  York  Market  News  Office,  effective  April  17*    Mr.  Main  has  "been  in 
the  F.  &  V.  Division  exactly  seven  months.    After  taking  training  in  the 
Washington  office,  he  assisted  Mr*  Biddle,  in  Philadelphia,  for  -a  while,  and 
then  was  given  the  New  York  assignment*    He  has  accepted  a  position  in  his 
home  town  in  New  Jersey* 

Next  Wednesday,  E,  Av  Spilman  expects^ to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Basket  and  Fruit  Package  Manufacturers  Association  at  Cincinnati.    He  will 
discuss  matters  of  package  standardization,  particularly  crates* 

Starting  next  Monday,  F,  M,  Patton  will  make  a  trip  of  about  four  days' 
duration,  visiting  railroad  officials  in  Chicago,  Memphis,  St,  Louis,  Louisville, 
and  Pittsburg* 

Word  received  from  State  officials  in  North  Carolina  indicates  that  the 
Chadbourn  strawberry  deal  is  delayed  until  about  May  1« 

H,  V,  DeMott,  auditor  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  leaves  tonight  for 
Boston,  where  he  will  audit  certain  wool  dealers'  reports.    He  may  be  in  Boston 
for  a  month* 

A  report  of  March  1  potato  holdings  was  distributed  under  date  of  March 
28,    Copies  can  be  obtained  from  Washington,  if  your  office  has  not  received 
an  adequate  supply. 

Local  shippers  have  advised  that  the  strawberry  output  from  the  Judsonia 
district  in  Arkansas  this  season  will  be  about  75^  cars,  of  which  175  will 
come  from  Judsonia,,   All  other  stations  in  the  district  will  have  considerable 
less  acreage  than  last  year,  the  result  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  of  the 
two  previous  years  and  consequently  low  prices*    First  cars  are  expected  by 
May  3« 

A  week  or  ten  days  ago,  both  W,  H,  Hall  and  G,  D,  Clark,  of  the  Chicago 
office,  wera  sick  with  the  "flu,"  having  to  be  absent  quite  a  number  of  days* 
In  this  interval,  E,  P,  Lemott  handled  part  of  the  market  reporting  work  and 
did  it  quite  efficiently, 

F,  Earl  Parsons  visited  the  Washington  office  today*  He  reports  that, 
the  work  on  standardization  and  inspections  in  the  State  of  Virginia  will  be 
enlarged  considerably  this  season, 

INDIANAPOLIS  OFFICE  address  has  been  changed  to  128-130  East  Washington 
Street.    Mr,  Rowel 1,  Inspector,  now  is  located  in  Rooms  637  and  639 »  Meyer- 
Kiser  Bank  Bldg.,  at  the  above  street  address.    Please  make  this  change  on  your 
list  of  Food  Products  Inspection  offices*  • 


uhitid  st&tzs  dz?abi:.::a;_  c.t  asaixlture 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington^  D.  0, 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Civ,  Issued  every  Friday. 

Dinsn  em,  vc  i .      ro.  1 5 

April  11,  1Q2H. 
( Contents  Conf ider.tial) 

la.     TEE  PAPAj  A^l  Qih7IP.  jjgJITS, 

Don' t  fail  to  read  these  most  interesting  im&  enlightening  articles 
from  London.     It  is  understood  tnat  they  are  jjritseri  by  the  secretary  of  one 
of  the  leading  produce  organizations  in  England,  who  exhibits  not  only  an 
acquaintance  with  market  conditions  "but  also  a  knowledge  of  literature  as 
trell.     'These  weekly  reviews  are  '"ell  worth  your  rime  in  readme. 

The  following  clipping  from  the  London  "Daily  Telegraph1'  of  March  21 
contains  these  points  of  special  interest:  The  effect  of  an  election  day  on 
the  produce  market;  the  varied  sources  cf  large  supplies  of  fruit  ;  weather 
conditions  in  relation  to  London  sales;  the  re-e:rports  of  fruit  to  Germany; 
the  exclusion  of  certain  vegetables  from  France;  the  large  crop  of  onions  in 
Egypt,  and  particularly  a  most  interesting  discussion  of  the  PAPAW: - 

C o v en t  &e r d -:- n  : nd  Elections. 

Covent  Sarden  has  "been  considerably  disturbed  by  the  by-election  in 
the  Abbey  Division  of  Westminster,  of  which  it  forms  part;  but  most  of  the 
open-air  meetings,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  canvassing,  has  been  after  the  rush 
hours  of  the  early  morning,  indeed,  at  a  time  v.hen  most  of  the  people  in  the 
market  area  were  visitors  and  unable  to  influence  the  result  by  votes.  Three 
meetings  being  held  simultaneously  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Paul's  Church — 
which  figures  in  many  prints  of  incidents  at  elections  in  past  centuries — 
would  have  been  impossible  during  the  height  of  the  market  trade.     So  the 
disturbance  has  not  been  really  serious  to  business,  which  has  shown  some  im- 
provement,  though  it  has  not  risen  to  a  full  appreciation  of  the  wonderful 
displays  of  choice  fruit,  among  which  the  plentiful  supplies  of  pears,  grapes, 
and  plums  from  South  Africa  hold  a  premier  position.    From  the  same  source  are 
peaches,  pineapples,  nectarines,  mangoes,  apples,  and  grenadillas,  while 
pomegranates  and  prickly  pears  are  .just  starting.    The  Argentine  and  Australia 
are  also  contributing  pears,  peaches,  and  plums.    The  South  African  pineapples 
must  not  be  despised  because  of  lack  cf  size,  the  flavour  being  delicious* 

Feather  has  had  much  to  do  with  better  business,  a  brighter  London 
bathed  in  sunshine  helping  more  than  anything,    An  epidemic  of  influenza  will 
not  sell  that  fine  remedy,  the  orange,  so  well  as  a  spell  of  sunshine,  and 
Spanish,  Jaffa,  Flo  ri  dan,  and  Oalifornian  oranges  have  been  selling  freely, 
Spanish  and  Sicilian  lemons  and  West  Indian  and  iPloridan  grape  fruit  sharing 
in  the  improved  demand.    Jaffa  oranges  will  be  more  plentiful  nemt  week, 
10,000  cases  being  due  to  arrive  in  London  on  Monday .    American  and  Canadian 
apples  are  meeting  with  a  better  sale,  Belgian  and  South  African  grapes  ^ave 
also  improved  in  popularity,  and  up  to  3°s  .per  lb.  wholesale  is  being  paid  for 
strawberries. 

(page  1^5)  (continued  over) 
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An  Aid  t o  Digestion . 
Many  people  have  heard  recently  for  the  first  time  of  a  tropical  fruit 
known  as  the  papaw,  "the  fair  papaw, u  as  Waller  wrote-  of  it  it  his  "Battle  of 
the  Summer  Islands."    To  anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  West  Indies  it  needs 
no  introduction.    There  it  is  .regarded  as  a  valuable  aid  to  digestion,  and  the 
question  is  "being  asked  as  to  why  we  cannot  obtain  it  in  this  country.  3efore 
attempting  to  answer,  it  is  well  to  state  something  about  the  papaw '"tree,  the 
Carica  Papaya,  deriving  its  name  from  Caria,  in  Asia  Minor,  where  it  is 
supposed  by  some  to  have  originated,     It  is  a  remarkable  plant,  the  soft, 
spongy  stem  growing  18ft.  to  20ft.  high,  tapering  from  about  a  foot  in  diameter 
at  the  base,  and  crowned  with  a  tuft  of  large,  long  stalked,  palmateiy-lobed 
leaves.     Jlowers  are  succeeded  by  melon-shaped  fruit  of  a  dingy  orange  colour, 
which  is  eaten  raw  or  cooked,  and  is  usually  gathered  half- grown.    The  ripe 
fruit  is  also  made  into  sauce  or  preserved  in  sugar.    One  use  of  the  unripe 
fruit  is  as  an  aid  to  the  removal  cf  sun  freckles,  and  the  leaves  are  employed 
as  a  substitute  for  soap.    The  tree  is  without  branches,  the  leaf  growing  from 
the  stem.    The  milky  juice  of  the  tree  is  declared  to  have  the  property  of 
rendering  the  toughest  meat  tender,  and  even  the  flesh  of  pigs  and  poultry 
which  feed  on  the  leaves  is  certain  to  be  tender.    It  is  almost  a  pity  to  add 
the  statement  of  an  authority  that  the  fruit  is  "more  wholesome  than  palatable, 
This  concise  description  suggests  a  great  deal  of  thought  by  importers  with 
experience  of  such  things  as  the  mango,  "choicest  of  Nature's  delicacies";  the 
grenadilla,  with  "a  flavour  nothing  can  exceed";  the  avocado  pear,  with  "the 
delicate  rich  flavour  of  the  peach,  but  infinitely  more  grateful";  and  other 
products  not  generally  included  in  the  fruit  section  of  the  ordinary  person's 
diet.    Expensive  propaganda  would  be  necessary  to  "educate"  the  public  to  the 
advantages  of  a  fruit  "more  wholesome  than  palatable,"  while  such  things  as 
the  mango,  grenadilla,  and  avocado  only  appeal  to  those  who  have  lived  part  of 
their  lives  where  they  are  served  and  eaten  as  a  matter  cf  course.    Even  such 
vitally  important  fruits  as  the  o range  and  apple  have  nad  to  be  "pushed"  by 
the  trade,  notwithstanding  the  low  price  and  excellent  quality* 

-  Gorman  Demand  t  \ 

Some  of  the  finest  apples  ever  imported  into  this  country  have  had  to 
be  cleared  at  unremunerative  prices,  consumers  failing  to  appreciate  the  health 
value,  or  money  being  what  is  called  "tight."    While  demand  for  fruit  has 
ebbed  here, it  has  gone  so  high  in  Germany  that  large  quantities  intended  for 
heme  consumption  have  been  re-exported  to  German?  at  extravagant  prices  com- 
pared with  the  best  returns  obtainable  here.     So  far  this  year,  the  re-exports 
of  fruit  have  been  over  seven  times  greater  than  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  Germany  being  the  principal  buyer.     Incidentally,  before 
the  war  Germany  made  a  special  effort  to  popularise  papaw  and  failed.  With 
reference  to  the  wrapping  of  meat  in  papaw  leaves  to  make  it  tender,  there  was 
formerly  a  demand  at  Covent  Garden  for  vine  leaves  for  enveloping  small  birds, 
but  it  has  quite  gene  out.    On  the  whole,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that,  if 
the  papaw  was  likely  to  be  a  paying  proposition, it  would  very  soon  be  cn  sale 
in  the  West-end,  but5  at  present,  the  prospect  is  not  promising  enough  to  in- 
duce a  pioneer  to  come  along. 

(Continued  on  next  page; 


Div is  ion  Letter,  Ac:.-il  II.,  192  U.  157* 


Strange  application  of  the  decree  as  to  tile  export  of  French  produce 
is  being  experienced.    Batavia^  celeriac,  and  endive  have  not  "been  permitted 
to  cone  ever,  but  artichokes,  asparagus,  lettuce,  and  cauliflowers  have. 
There  are  fair  supplies  of  French  cauliflowers,  supplemented  by  some  from 
Italy.     Canary  tomatoes  are  plentiful  and  cheap.    Onions  are  scarce  and  dear, 
but  the  first  of  the  best,  the  Egyptian,  have  no-.?  arrived.    A  crop  of  9C  per 
cent  above  all  previous  records  is  forecasted.     Green  vegetables  are  generally 
scarce.    France  has  been  placing  Algerian  new  potatoes  on  her  list  of  banned 
exports,     Seakale  and  forced  rhubarb  are  cheaper.     Cucumbers  are  more  plentiful, 
Lea  Valley  growers  having  started  their  season. 

2a.     IN  "CROPS  .f.D  MARKETS"  FOR  APRIL  5: 

Page  213  -  Special  paragraph  on  Potatoes  in  weekly  review, 

214  -  Canary  Island  Tomatoes  a  Possibility  at  Hew  York. 

215  -  Colorado  Potato  Prices  Advance,  -  by  John  D,  Sncw, 

-  Distribution  of  California  Deciduous  Fruits. 
22^  -  Peanut  Imports  from  the  Orient. 

-  Exports  from  July  1  to  February  29,  1322-23  and  1323-2*1,  cf 

fresh  and  dried  apples;  prunes,  apricots  and  raisins, 
215  -  Fruit  Marketing  in  Yakima  Valley. 

3a.     COiTDITIOnS  AT  Y/AUCHOLA  AjjD  ARCADIA.  FLA. 

In  a  letter  of  April  4,  B.  S,  Shaffer,  who  is  now  located  at  Arcadia, 

wrote  the  following: 

"The  farmers  that  I  met  coming  in  today  were  more  optimistic  than 
they  formerly  were.     They  feel  that  they  will  have  better  crops  than  they 
anticipated  a  few  days  age     Some  cucumbers  will  come  in  next  week,  as 
-•'ell  as  some  beans.     Tomatoes  are  looking  fairly  good,  but  there  will 
not  be  much  doing  in  this  line  before  the  1st  of  i.^ay.     Cucumbers  will 
come  in  small  lots,  and  watermelons  are  just  starting  to  bloom,  with  the 
vines  about  ore  to  two  feet  long.    They  think  that  some  melons  will  be 
ready  for  shipment  by  the  1st  of  June. 

"I  believe  that  the  Wauchula  deal  will  be  a  larger  proposition 
than  the  deal  here  at  ^rcadia.    The  crops  will  be  scattered  along  about 
the  same  as  they  will  be  at  Arcadia-     They  are  loading  out  each  day  about 
a  car  of  potatoes,  but  have  very  few  beans  and  cucumbers.    'That  they  have 
will  be  very  late.     They  will  have  more  tomatoes  than  usual,  as  farmers 
have  planted  cucumber  ground  and  potato  ground  to  tomatoes." 

l*a.     i.;OVELiH?T  OF  CABBAGE  IN  ALABAMA. 

In  a  recent  communication  from  0.  G,  Strauss,  who  is  now  located  at 
Mobile,  Ala.,  the  following  information  concerning  the  movement  of  cabbage  was 
given: 

"There  is  going  to  be  a  goodly  number  of  loading  points  on  the 
Mobile  side  of  the  bay  at  least.     From  observation,  cabbage  will  make 
about  the  20th.    We  are  having  a  good  rain  now,  Which  may  start  shipments 
a  few  days  sooner,  but  I  hardly  think  so." 
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1 0 '    1  L        OHDli?.S  FO.g  -il^lO^PH  FUPPIIFS  3 1-1  DID  THIS  ~lS0kL  Ea, 

Mimeograph  supplies,  which  will  be  needed  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  should  be  ordered  in  the  very  near  future.    Sufficient  quantities  should 
be  ordered  to  last  through  September,  so  as  to  allow  sufficient  time  for 
delivery  on  orders  placed  after  July  lc    Ail  branch  offices, therefore,  are 
requested  to  forward  requisitions  at  once  for  the  necessary  mimeogrjph  paper, 
envelopes,  stencils  and  ink,    Ho  allowance  need  be  made  for  quantities  which 
you  may  be  called  upon  to  ship  to  temporary  field  stations,  as  the  • asnington 
office  will  make  provision  for  such  needs  when  placing  orders.    Joint  of i ices 
7.111  requisition  such  supplies  whose  cost  must  be  borne  by  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetaole  Division.    If  your  free  storage  space  is  limited,  please  advise  us 
regarding  this  situation. 

In  the  semi-annual  report  from  C.  J,  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office 
the  following  paragraphs  appear: 

"Ue  are  often  asked  by  the  newspapers  to  write  special  articles  on 
various  commodities  and  quite  frequently  give  then  a  paragraph  or  two,  A 
special  artichoke  article,  recently  written  for1 Weather,  Crops  and  Markets, 1 
(page  696,  Dec,  29)  was  published  in  a  monthly  agricultural  report  issued  by 
the  Commercial  Trust  and  Savings  Bank.    Lack  of  time  and  funds*  for  making  rural 
trips  has  made  it  necessary  to  limit  this  service. 

"The  Daily  miscellaneous  Report  is  used  by  the  following  newspapers 
which  send  messengers  to  this  office  each  morning  and  secure  the  earliesl/ 
San  Francisco  Examiner,  Chronicle,  Call,  Post,  Daily  News,  and  the  Bulletin 
which  uses  only  the  receipts.    The  Oakland  Tribune  and  Post  Enquirer,  of  Oak- 
land, Calif.,   telephone  this  ofiice  each  day  for  the  market  changes  and  receipt 
which  are  published  in  their  papers. 

"The  following  Press  Associations  send  representatives  daily  to  secure 
the  reports:    Associated  Press,  United  Press,  Universal  Press,  and  the  Interna- 
tional Press. 

"The  daily  reports  are  being  broadcast  by  radio  from  the  following  sta- 
tions:    San  Francisco  Examiner,  Oakland  Tribune,  and  the  General  Electric 
Company  of  Oakland,  Calif.    The  San  Francisco  Examiner         broadcasts  at 
11:00  a.m.  and  the  Oakland  Tribune  and  General  Electric  Company  at  7  and  8  p.m.. 
respectively.    On  all  of  these  broadcasts,  -e  ere  given  credit  for  their 
accuracy  and  authenticity.    The  Oakland  Tribune  takes  the  liberty  of  advertis- 
ing its  station  as  the  'Official  !J.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Broadcasting 
Station. 1    We  have  received  a  few  letters  from  parties  with  radio  receiving 
sets,  asking  about  the  official  source  of  the  reports  and  expressing  the 
pleasure  with  which  the  reports  are  being  received," 

3~b«    -SEP?  HI! ORIS  3Y  :,Eh  IN  PRODUCING  SECTIONS, 

Since  Mr.  Park  has  been  working  as  contact  man  between  this  Division 
and  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates,  arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  our  representatives  in  producing  sections  furnish  such  crop 
information  as  they  can  obtain,    hhere  these  reports  cover  an  entire  dis- 
trict, they  are  published  as  separate  sheets.    The  first  two  of  these  sepa.- 
rate  reports  are: 

Imperial  Valley  Truck  Crop  Conditions,  by  C.  E.  Schultz,  karch  28. 
Vegetable  Crops  in  San  Diego  County,  by  ..alter  Kingsbury,  March  29. 
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NORTHWESTER!"  FRUIT  QRC-A?"IZATI0r , 

A  clipping  has  been  received  from  one  of  the  northwestern  newspapers, 
in  which  the  following  article  appeared  wider  the  date  line,  Yakima,  March  27. 
It  apparently  was  written  by  Edwin  Smith,  and  indicates  the  enlarged  news 
service  on  apples  and  other  fruits,  desired  by  this  new  organization.  The 
article  (or,  rather,  the  first  part  of  the  article)  follows: 

The  Northwest  Fruit  Growers'  Commission  last  night  made  public  its  plan 
for  organization  at  a  meeting  with  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Horticultural 
Union  at  the  Commercial  Hotel*    Among  the  principal  features  of  the  organiza- 
tion plans  are  district  sales  offices  in  the  shipping  sections.    These  would 
handle  a  limited  number  of  cars  functioning  under  a  Central  Exchange  for  the 
whole  Northwest,    The  plans  also  contemplate  the  formation  of  new  growers' 
organizations  to  work  side  by  side  with  the  older  cooperatives  without  disas- 
trous competition  between  the  various  groups  of  organized  growers* 

With  practically  no  northwestern  sales  organization  that  it  might  call 
its  own  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  commission  would  start  building  an 
efficient  sales  machine  in  the  eastern  markets,  as  well  as  foreign  countries. 

The  program  of  organization  is  along  the  lines  of  permanency  and  con- 
templates building  its  grower  organizations  solidly  over  a  period  of  years. 
The  commission  goes  further  than  this  and  recommends  an'  extension  of  the  market 
news  service  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  to  the  end  of 
publishing  daily  information  covering  the  following  sales  as  made  that  day, 
with  frequent  checks  of  the  order  books  of  the  various  shippers;  number  of  cars 
rolling  unsold,  with  their  market  destination;  proportion  of  such  cars  des- 
tined to  eastern  storage;  cars  arriving  and  on  track,  waiting  sale  in  principal 
markets  of  the  United  States;  daily  number,  of  cars  of  apples  cleared  for  ex- 
port, with  their  port  of  destination  and  daily  arrivals  in  the  principal  for- 
eign markets.    The  commission  is  considering  the  development  of  this  character 
of  service  with  Federal  authorities. 

The  commission  firmly  believes  that  a  northwestern  organization  of  grow- 
ers should  begin  with  the  use  of  existing  cooperative  organizations,  building 
in  a  way  that  will  not  lessen  the  degree  of  success  that  such  organizations 
have  obtained  through  years  of  hardship  and  investment,  brat  that  will  add  to 
their  present  strength  and  efficiency.    The  structure  of  the  organization 
consists  of: 

1,  Local  associations  of  growers  for  pooling  fruit,  packing,  ware- 
housing, and  distributing  supplies  to  growers. 

2,  Sub-exchanges  to  sell  the  fruit  of  a  group  of  local  associations, and 

3,  A  central  exchange  to  maintain  a  sales  organization  in  the  markets 
of  the  world;  assemble  and  disseminate  sales  information;  serve  as  an  advisory 
sales  agency,  cooperating  with  the  sub- exchange s  in  making  sales;  supervise 
sales  in  foreign  markets,  administer  advertising  and  carry  on  market  exploit- 
ation; purchase  supplies  and  perform  all  of  the  many  industrial  services  that 
should  receive  the  united  attention  and  force  of  the  growers  of  the  Northwest. 

5b.    THREE  .T&7  FIELD  STATION  SUh! ARIES; 

Western  Hew  York  Potato  Deal,  Season  1922-23,  by  C.  L.  Brown, 

Georgia  Peach  Deal,  Season  1923,  by  Geo.  E.  Prince. 

Red  River  Valley  Potato  Deal,  Season  I923-2U,  by  J .  ~.  Park. 
These  three  summaries  have  been  distributed  during-  the  past  ten  days. 
They  are  very  comprehensive  reviews  of  these  respective  field  deals. 
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6l3'.     CQMIEFDATIOF  0?  ST.  LOUIS  OFFICE. 

On  April  1,  the  following  letter  was  written  by  Biederman  Brothers 
Produce  Company,  St.  Louis,  to  the  i3ashing1»on  office:     "'..re  desire  to  offer 
a  word  of  praise  and  our  sincere  appreciation  for  the  service  that  has  been, 
rendered  "by  your  St.  Louis  division. 

"The  information  that  they  have  been  good  enough  to  furnish  us  with 
reference  to  the  movement  to  eastern  markets  of  the  various  commodi ties, 
together  With  the  movement  at  shipping  points  which  was  given  to  us  over 
telephone,  has  been  the  means  of  saving  us  a  great  deal  of  money, 

"".7e  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this  service,  as  We  are  distributing  a 
great  many  commodities  very  heavily  and,  by  being  able  to  secure  this  infor- 
mation early,  it  has  been  the  means  of  a  more  sane  and  profitable  distribution, 
and  we  take  this  means  of  letting  you  know  how  grateful  we  are  that  your 
Department  is  in  a  position  to  render  the  shippers,  as  well  as  the  receivers, 
such  valuable  aid." 

7~o,    HEVIE7  OF  1923  STRaVBEFHi  SEASQF  IF  CHICAGO. 

Under  date  of  March  15,  *<"/r.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  issued  a 
very  complete  review  of  the  1923  strawberry  season  in  that  market.  Opening 
remarks  are  made  concerning  the  importance  of  market  information  and  a  care- 
ful use  of  all  shipment,  arrival  and  price  data  at  hand,  in  order  to  bring 
about  an  intelligent  and  profitable  distribution  of  the  crop.    Acreage  figures 
for  the  early  and  intermediate  States  are  given  for  the  years  1920  to  192m- 
inclusive. 

Detailed  tables,  extending  lengthwise  on  the  1^-inch  mimeograph  paper, 
are  devoted  to  a  statistical  review  of  each  month  of  the  1923  season.  Using 
a  separate  heading  or  grouping  for  each  important  shipping  State,  the  shipments 
are  shown  for  each  day  of  the  month,  together  with  the  carlot  arrivals  in 
Chicago  and  the  jobbing  prices.    Enlightening  remarks  are  inserted  across  the 
page  at  the  bottom  of  tables.    The  review  includes  seven  pages,  and  copies  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr,  Kali  by  men  operating  field  stations  on  strawberries  and 
by  any  of  our  market  reporters  in  consuming  center s« 

8b,    HAD  10  I.iARFET  HE::S, 

Attached  to  this  Division  Letter  is  a  copy  of  a  recent  memorandum  by 
Mr,  Marquis,  Director  of  Information,  on  RjJJlO  i,i:£uv~T  FSwS,     This  is  of  special 
importance  to  all  market  reporters,  whether  in  cities  or  producing  districts, 
and  will  be  of  interest  also  to  the  Inspectors.    Read  it  carefully. 

s.  vi.  stillv:ell, 

Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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STATIONS 

Mail 
List 
No . 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  Close 

GRAND  RAPIijS,  MICH.** 
his  federal  Bldg. 

R. 

H. 

Sho  emaker 

Potatoes 
Apples  * 

 ■  , 

Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
UCo. 

May  10 
TTov.  15* 
u s n •  ■ 

EL  CENTBO,  CaLIF. 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

j  j  j 

c 

p. 

Srbiilt  7 

V  ell  . 

Ar.r.  12? 

OKLA1CDO,  FLA.** 
Angebilt  Hotel 

920 

f 

0  « 

D, 

Evers 

0  itrus 
fruit 

Jan,  lb 

Apr*  2o 

HAMM0I1D,  LA, 
p.  o!  Bldg. 

S02 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Berries 

Apr„  I 

ye  -7 

May  3 

HASTINGS,  FLA. 

S5i 

A'  * 

H. 

Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Ap.r.  12 

Lay  20 

.  ,  ,  — i 

The  following  stations  -or  o  bob  I1 

/  will 

00 en  on  da- 

tes  indica- 

ted: 

LAREDO,  TEXaS 

801 

A, 

E, 

Prugh 

Onions 

Apr.  lk 

May  10 

A5HERT01T,  TEXAS 

SOU 

'•7 
1  ♦ 

H. 

hosier 

Onions 

Apr.  IS 

Lay  20 

MBG-GETT,  S.  G'.** 

S5S 

1" 

H. 

s. 

Stiles 

Cabbage 
Potatoes 

Apr,  15 

>iay  10 

'  -ay  15 
June  10 

LOBILE,  ALA,  ** 

92H 

J . 

i). 

Evers 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Anr.  25 

May  15 
May  15 

Lay  30 
,  June  25 
June  25 

CHADBOURI7,  U,  C;** 

005 

■  *  • 

(J . 

Bertush 

Berries 

May  1 

May  20 

JUDSOHIA,  ARK* 

S56 

Cr. 

A. 

DeHaven 

Berries 

.May  5 

Lay  31 

RIPLEi,  TEM. 

S06 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Berries 

i£ay  5 

Lay  31 

The,  following  stations  close  on  dates  indicated: 


IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

SANFORD,  FLA. 
Court  House 


SU5 


910 


G.  E.  Prince 
F.  Et  Scruggs 


Potatoes 
Celery 


Sent,  25 
Jan.  Ik 


Closed 
Apr.  15 

Aur,  10 


*  Reports  discontinued,  **  State  Dept.  cooperating. 

T  emq  0  r ary  As  s ignme nt  s  ; 

R,  ivi.  Peterson  )n-.    ni     -  j  j..  1 

p     A *      „  (To  Florida  for  inspection  work,, 

Gr-«,A.  DeHaven    )  C.  L.Brown  xn  Boch.es ter  o-Liice, 

VJ,  J.  Bertush  to  Hew  York  City  inspection  work*  17,  E.  Losier  on  leave  in 

G.  E.  Prince  in  Los  Angeles  office,  Columbus. 


H,  S.  Stiles  in  Boston  office 
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lc.     CALIFORNIA  INSPECTIONS  3FACH  HIGH  MARK . 

A  letter  of  April  2,  from  Mr.  Samson  at  Sacramento,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  item  regarding  California  inspections: 

"The  popularity  of  the  California  service  is  attested  by  the  fact 
that  over  Z^O  shippers  called  for  inspections  since  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year.    Total  number  of  inspections  has  now  passed  the  Ul,OCC  mark, 
with  prospects  of  passing  the  ^5,000  figure  "before  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year.    California  inspectors  are  now  trying  to  live  up  to  their  slogan: 
'California  leads  the  world  in  standardization.'" 

2c.     IDAHO  INSPECTION.  T7QRK  AND  POTATOES . 

The  large  number  of  inspections  made  at  Idaho  shipping  points  and  the 
volume  of  No?  2  potatoes  now  "being  marketed  are  emphasized  in  the  following 
letter  of  March  29  from  L.  G.  Schultz: 

"Tefcre  leaving  Boise  for  a  ten  days'  trip  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,   I  wish  to  advise  that  the  inspection  work  as  a  general  thing  is  moving 
along  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.    This  month  premises  to  "be  the  banner 
month  for  potato  inspections  this  season  and,  if  the  present  rate  continues,  we 
will  have  1,500  potato  certificates  and  about  100  apple  inspections >  This 
will  bring  our  total  for  the  season  for  all  commodities  to  approximately  17,000 
certificates*    Since  there  are  about  1,500  cars  of  potatoes  left  for  shipment 
and,  as  there  will  "be  seme  lettuce  to  inspect  in  Jure,  our  total  for  the  fiscal 
year  should  be  IS, 000  cars. 

"A  considerable  amount  of  the  present  shipments  of  potatoes  is  composed 
of  poor-quality  stock,  which  they  a^e  now  able  to  market  at  a  profit.  The 
good  stock  will  always  sell  and  '"ill  stand  storage,  while  the  Ho.  2  potatoes 
will  not;  hence  the  later  shipments  should  "be  of  better  quality.    There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  shipment  of  this  low-grade  stock  has  very  materially  in- 
creased the  total  movement  of  potatoes  from  Idaho  this  year,  as  in  ordinary 
seasons  all  stock  that  would  not  grade  No.  1  was  wasted  or  used  for  feeding 
purposes  on  the  farm.    The  future  effect  of  the  shipment  of  such  a  large  vol- 
ume of  the  No.  2  potatoes  remains  to  be  seen,  but  I  do  not  agree  with  some  that 
any  great  amount  of  damage  has  been  done  to  the  industry  as  a  whole." 

.station, 

A  letter  of  March  30  from  G.  E.  Prince,  of  the  Idaho  Falls/  adds  the 
following  information  on  this  subject: 

"Shippers  feel  that  their  estimates  of  potatoes  remaining  to  be  shipped- 
as  of  March  20  are  going  to  prove  slightly  low,  due  to  the  quantity  of  culls 
and  No.  2's  now  moving,  but  think  that  the  crop  will  be  cleaned  up  earlier 
than  usual.  **x*  Since  the  spring  is  late  and  prices  fairly  good,  growers  are 
cleaning  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  order  that  their  other  work  will  not  be  ; 
delayed  once  it  starts.    They  also  remember  the  temporary  flurry  last  April 
and  the  later  rapid  decline." 


3E  SURE  TO  TELL  WASHINGTON  ABOUT  IT, 
IF  YOU  DO  NOT  RECEIVE  YOUR  D.L.  REGULARLY  EACH  WEEK. 


3c ,    RE7ISFD  U.S.  GRADES  FOR  BPhl-TTDA  C'.'TC  "~. 

Copies  of  the  revised  Bermuda  onion  grades  are  "being  districted  with 
this  Division  Letter.    The  following  imoortant  changes  should  "be  noted:  - 
Size  has  "been  taken  out  of  the  grade  specifications  and  is  given  under  a  sep- 
arate heading*    Three  classes  .ere  established;  Small,  Medium  and  Xarge .  Hb 
minimum  size  is  specified  in  the  different  grades,   cur,  it  is  provided  that, 
unless  otherwise  specified,  onions  shall  meet  the  requirements  of  the  LCediiam 
class.    Size  tolerances  are  provided. 

The  tolerance  for  U.  3.  Grade  ITo.  1,  has  been  changed  to  10%;  which  in- 
cludes pinks,  but  not  more  than  2fo  will  be  allowed  for  wr.tersoaked,  decayed, 
or  sunscalded  onions c 

Ho.  2  of  the  revised  grades  does  not  exclude  doubles  and  permits  15/a  of 
pinks.    The  tolerance  is  the  sane  as  for  ho.  1, 

A  special  classification  is  made  to  cover  pinks.    If  more  than  1^$  by 
weight  are  noticeably  pink,  but  the  onions  otherwise  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  ITo.  1  or  I7o.  2  grade,  the  onions  shall  be  designated  as  U.  S.  To. 
1  Pink  or  U.S.  To.  2  Pink. 

It  should  be  noted  that  tolerances  for  grade  defects  and  for  size  are 
all  on  the  basis  of  weight. 

The  definitions  of  terms  should  be  studied  carefully,  for  there  are 
some  important  changes  and  additions. 

It  is  expected  that  these  grades  will  be  largely  used  this  season  in 
both  Texas  and  California,  and  all  receiving-point  inspections  should  be  made 
in  accordance  with  the  revised  specifications". 

•     1X7  SHIPFirG-POirT  DTTAT.S. 

Shipping-point  inspection  work  has  been  begun  within  the  last  few  days 
or  will  be  started  within  the  next  few  days  at  the  following  places: 
Mobile,  Ala.    -  0.  C-.  Strauss,  In  Charge. 

Cucumbers,  Cabbage,  Beens t 
Laredo,  Texas  -    H.  T.  Longino,  In  Charge. 
Onions , 

Asherton,  Texas  -CD.  Shirley,  In  Charge. 
Onions  * 

Jackson,  Miss.  -  P.  S.  Kinsey,  In  Charge. 

Beans,  Cabbage,  Potatoes,  Beets,  and  other 
small  vegetables* 

5c.    NOTATIONS  Off  PITTK  COPIES  OF  PEE  BILLS. 

Whenever  a  statement  is  sent  out  regarding  an  unpaid  fee  bill,  notation 
of  the  date  of  the  statement  should  be  made  on  the  upper  right  corner  of  the 
pink  fee  slip.    This  will  make  it  easy  to  go  through  "the  files  of  unpaid  bills 
once  each  week  and  determine  on  which  ones  additional  statements  should  be  sen 

The  way  in  which  the  collection  of  fees  is  handled  in  an  of lice  is  an 
excellent  indication  of  the  business  ability  of  the  Inspector  in  charge.  Be 
sure  that  your  records  always  show  just  what  bills  are  unuaid  and  also  what 
eff  orts  have  been  made  to  secure  payment  of  same. 


1& 
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6c .    WEEKLY  AIID  IIOITTHLY  REPORTS-/ 

All  offices  are  requested  to  send  in  "both  Weekly  and  Kbnthly  Reports  on 
the  last  day  of  the  period  covered,  unless  prevented  "by  ci  reams tahc es  ever 
which  the  Inspector  in  charge  has  no' control. 

It  is  quite  important  to  have  this  information  in  Washington  promptly 
and,  while  most  of  our  offices  have  "been  prompt  in  this  matter,  there  always 
are  a  few  that  delay  mailing  their  reports  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  some- 
times necessary  to  get  the  information  by  wire.    Please  see  that  this  is 
handled  properly  in  your  office. 

Monthly  and  Weekly  Reports  should  "be  sent  direct  to  this  office  and 
should  not  be  mailed  to  Audits  and  Accounts,  as  has  been  the  practice  of  some 
of  our  men  in  the  past. 

7c    REINSPECTIQfl  COPIES  BO  STATES. 

A  number  of  our  State  Supervisors  complain  that  receiving-point  In- 
spectors have  not  furnished  them  with  copies  of  reinsoections,  as  has  been  di- 
rected*   Tnis  is  highly  important.    The  shinping-point  Supervisor  is  not  in 
position  to  take  up  such  a  matter  with  the  inspector  whose  certificate  has  ~" 
been  reversed  until  he  has  in  hand  the  copy  of  the  reinspection  certificate. 
Lists  of  the  addresses  of  Supervising  Inspectors  in  charge  of  the  various  State 
deals  have"  been  sent  to  all  offices.    If  you  do  not  have  such  a  list,  advise 
us  at  once, 

Sc  .     COLORADO  CANTALOUPES  AUD  LETTUCE . 

The  following  items  of  interest  are  taken  from  the  Weekly  Hews  Letter 
of  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service,  dated  April  U: 

"The  inspection  of  Colorado  cantaloupes  is  controlled  by  a  special  can- 
taloupe law*    This  law  specifies  that  all  shipments  must  be  inspected  and  that 
no  cantaloupes  unfit  for  food  shall  be  shipped.    Loss- than- car lot  shipments 
are  not  inspected. 

"Mr,  McKune  spent  the  past  four  days  (April  1-1+)  in  the  Rocky  Ford- 
Ordway  districts,  conferring  with  the  leading  producers  and  distributors  of 
cantaloupes.    All  are  in  favor  of  cooperating  with  the  Government,  if  a  better 
and  more  careful  inspection  can  be  obtained.    At  present,  it  appears  very 
probable  that  we  will  be  able  to  arrange  some  kind  of  an  agreement,  whereby 
Colorado  cantaloupes  will  be  inspected  jointly  by  the  Government  and  State. 

"On  April  12  a  meeting  will  be  held  in  Rocky  Ford  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  cantaloupe  inspection.    This  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  interest 
of  a  better  agricultural  organization.    All  producers,  bankers  and  distributors 
are  invited  to  be  present.    The  Denver  office  will  have  a  representative  at 
the  meeting  to  discuss  and  outline  the  methods  of  Federal  inspection." 

"The  S,  A.  Gerrard  Company  has  requested  Federal- State  inspection  on 
all  their  lettuce  shipments  for  the  coming  season.    They  "have  agreed  to  make 
good  any  deficit  incurred,  if  such,  in  the  conducting  of  these  inspections. 
The  Gerrard  Company  operates  in  the  district  above  Del  Norte,  Florence,  Pueblo, 
Hillside  and  Westcliff e*    At  present,  they  estimate  that  they  will  ship  at 
least  600  cars  of  lettuce,  cauliflower,  and  peas." 
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9c.     COLORADO  POTATOES  CLEANING  UP. 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  writing  from  Monte  Vista,  Colo*,  recently  advised  that 
the  San  Luis  Valley  will  ship  approximately  200  more  cars  of  potatoes  this 
season.    The  advance  in  prices  has  caused-  many  grov/ers  to  re-sort  the  cull  pile 
and  to  ship  out  a  large  number  of  potatoes  which  are  termed  "egg  size." 

The  Eagle  district  of  Colordao  inspected  more  cars  of  potatoes  the  first 
week  of  April  than  it  has  since  the  middle  of  February.    F.  A.  Powell  person- 
ally handled  two- thirds  of  these  recent  inspections*    The  Delta  district  is 
practically  cleaned  up. 

10c .     Sm.u-.LA5Y  OF  INSPECTIONS  AT  FLORIDA  SHIPPING  POINTS: 

Inspections  made  during  the  period  March  lo  to  ]>1  were  as  follows: 


Section «  Cars . 

Clearwater   22 

Fort  Kyers   72 

Homestead   182 

Leesburg ,   69 

Orlando,.  ,  12 

Palmetto   81 

Sanford  ,  I92 

Winter  Haven   I13 

TOTAL   673 


Products .  Cars  * 

Grapefruit . .  .7  129 

Oranges  «   •  3^ 

Mixed  Citrus....   I 

Total   I67 

Celery  252 

Tomatoes  182 

Cabbage   12 

Total   r)Q6 

GRAND  TOTAL   673 


In  the  Division  Letter  for  Llarch  28,  Par.  5c,  inspections  for  the  first 
half  of  J.ferch  were  tabulated.    Grand  total  this  season  to  the  middle  of  Larch 
was  given  as  ^,550  cars,    Ey  adding  the  073  cars  inspected  during  the  second 
half  of  the  month,  the  total  to  March  31  is  5,223.    Daily  average  inspections, 
which  were  5*4  the  first  half  of  March,  had  decreased  to  52  the  latter  part  of 
the  month.    Total  vegetable  inspections  since  the  beginning"  of  this  service 
last  November  are  3,585,  and  total  citrus  fruits  1,638  cars. 

He .     INSPECTION  Q?  FLOP  IDA  PINEAPPLES. 

At  a  meeting  held  Friday,  April  U,  at  West  Palm  Beach,  E.  E.  Conklin,Jr. 
consulted  the  shippers  and  growers  concerning  pineapple  grades.  Resolutions 
were  passed  by  those  present  to  use  the  tentative  U.S.  Pineapple  Grades.  There 
will  be  about  300  cars  shipped  from  the  East  Coast  section,  the  movement  start- 
ing   liaytl5  and  lasting  until  July  15.    It  is  planned  to  have  inspections  made 
at  Stuart,  Delray,  and  Ft.  Pierce. 

12c.    NETTS  FHOi:  MOBILE,  ALA. 

Part  of  a  letter  of  April  7,  from  0.  G.  Strauss,  at  Mobile,  is  quoted 
below  for  the  information  of  Inspectors  and  others: 

"This  deal  will  start  with  cabbage,  and  we  will  likely  make  our  first 
inspection  between  April  15  and  18,    Practically  all,  if  not  the  entire  ton- 
nage, of  this  commodity  will  be  shipped  from  this  side  of  the  Day.    The  only 
factor  lined  up  for  inspections  so  far  is  the  Gulf  Coast  Produce  Exchange, 
They  have  about  nine  shipping  points,  located  from  Coden  to  Wilmer,  and  es- 
timate about  100  cars.    I  expect  this  to  move  out  fast,  after  looking,  the  crop 
over.    More  than  an  inch  of  rain  fell  last  Thursday  and  Thursday  night,  and 
the  crop  looks  good.    If  the  worms  are  kept  under  control,  I  believe  the  qualii 
will  be  good.    As  you  know,  it  is  unusually  late  for  this  deal  to  open,  and 
the  weather  will  likely  be.  more  favorable  for  worms  than  during  ordinary  years! 


Ibb 


Division  Letter,  April  11,  1°/2U. 


13C ♦  CAN  INTERESTING  INSPECTION  TRIP  IN  OREGON, 

kr,  Ringer  reports  a  very  busy  and  interesting  day  on  April  J,    It  in- 
cluded a  3^5-ra^le  ride  by  autc,  inspection  of  three  cars  of  potatoes,  dinner 
on  10-inch  T-bone  steaks,  and  some  successful  angling  for  8  to  lb-inch  trout 
in  a  nearby  stream  while  part  of  one  car  was  being  resorted,    From  6  A*  M,  to 
12:20  A,  Um  makes  a  rather  long  day,,    Mr,  Ringer  reports  some  compensation  in 
the  wonderful  scenery,  the  excellent  "grub."  and  general  satisfaction  of  all 
interested  parties. 

lkct     GOOD  RESULTS  FROM  OREGON  GRADING  AND  INSPECTION  LAW... 

A  mimeographed  release  of  April  2,  issued  by  the  State  Market  Agent 
Department  from  its  office  at  Portland,  contains  the  following  statements :- 

"Before  the  potato  grading  and  inspection  law  was  put  into  enforcement 
by  the  State  Market  Agent,  Oregon  potatoes  were  considered  the  poorest  stock 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  markets.    Today  they  are  herding  the  markets.    This  shows 
what  grading  and  an  honest  pack  can  do. 

"Before  grading,  labeling  and  inspection  were  enforced,  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  of  San  Francisco  made  the  published  statement  that  Oregon 
potatoes  were  the  riskiest  stock  on  the  San  Francisco  market,  and  the  only  way 
the  dealers  would  touch  them  was  on  consignment,    The  Marketing  Assistant 
stated  that  Washington  and  Idaho  potatoes  had  always  found  a  good  demand  there, 

"Recent  Federal  market  quotations  from  San  Francisco  are  as  follows: 
Oregon,  U,  S,  No,  1,  $2,35-2, UO;  Yakima,  $1.90-$2;  Idaho.  $2,25-2,30,  Los 
Angeles  quotations;  Oregon  Burbanks,  U,  S,  No.  1,  $2,6o-$3s  Idaho  $2.U0, 
Portland  quotations;    u.  S,  No.  1,  $2.25-$3;  No.  2,  $1,50-1,75. 

"Enforcement  of  this  law  has  brought  the  Oregon  potato  up  from  a  take- 
your- chance  consignment  risk  to  topping  the  California  market  price.  The 
State  Market  Agent  thinks  it  has  well  been  worth  while,    While  the  law  has 
the  loop  holes  of  most  new  laws  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  en- 
forced it  with  a  club,  yet  the  Market  Agent  Department  has  had  the  cooperation 
of  nearly  all  dealers,  retail  merchants  and  big  growers,  and  the  law  has  worked 
out  most  satisfactorily,    The  supply  has  been  reduced  by  keeping  the  cull  stock 
on  the  farms  for  feed;  the  demand  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  consumers 
having  confidence  in  the  established  grades,  and  there  is  confidence  on  the 
part  of  both  growers  and  dealers  that  Oregon  will  have  a  future  big  place  in  the 
best  markets . 11 


15c,     VEGETABLE  SITUATION  AT  FORT  MYERS,  FLA. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  F..,  E,  Hooper,  on  April  k9  is  a  good 
summary  of  conditions  in  the  Fort  Myers  Section  of  Florida; 

"According  to  the  various  shippers  of  vegetables  in  this  town,  the 
acreage  of  truck  crops  planted  in  this  section  was  as  follows: 


Potatoes   .500  acres 

Eggplant  ,  300  acres 

Squash  ,100  acres 

Cucumbers  , ,  ,  1 . .  . . ,  200  acres 

Okra   Few  Patches 

Watermelons  ,   "  " 


Cabbage   100  acres 

Beans  .250  acres 

Tomatoes   200  acres 

Peppers  ,,..600  acres 

Strawberries   Local  Con- 
sumption 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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"Two  crops  per  year  are  harvested* -fall-  and  spring.    The  fall  crop  this 
season  was  up /ISpectations ,  but  the  spring  crop  (as  things  look  now)  will  he 
a  failure,    The  reason  for  this  is  evident:    The  favorable  weather ,  without 
the  usual  fall  floods,  enabled  the  fall  plantings  to  produce  heavily*  In 
1922  hardly  anything  moved  cut  of  this  town  "before  the  first  of  the  year*  This 
season  most  of  the  fall  crop  had  moved  by  the  first  of  January-    Peek  of  the 
movement  was  from  December  20  to  January  10*    The  spring  crcp  was  given  a 
severe  se^-back  by  the  cold  weather  and  heavy  rains  of  February,    Hence,  tne 
crop  will  be  short, 

"At  this  time,  peppers  are  very  small;  about  20%  of  the  stock  brought 
to  the  packing  houses  is  packing  Fancy.    During  the  fall,  truck  crops  here 
were  selling  for  nothing.    In  fact,  so  low  were  the  prices  that  many  of  the 
growers  are  new  selling  their  Fords.    During  the  off-oeason  prices  were  ex- 
ceedingly high;  peppers  selling  here  as  high  as  $6,00  for  Fancy;  but  there 
were  very  few  to  sei'U    The  whole  success  of  trucking  in  this  seation  is  to 
get  produce  to  market  before  the  people  up-State*    This  year  the  unfavorable 
weather  has  kept  the  farmers  from  doirig  -his.    The  f.o,b.  prices  the  first 
of  this  week  were  high  and  demand  gecdj,  but  the  buyers  were  bearish  cn  account 
of  reports  that  Palmetto  and  East  Coast  shippers  were  starting  heavy.  The 
last  few  days  saw  a  decided  slump  in  the  f4o.b.  market.    Quality  of  stock 
is  just  fair,  due  to  the  desire  of  shippers  to  get  in  before  the  drop.  Hence 
much  immature  stock  is  being  packeda 

"Potatoes  are  averaging  about  60  bushels  to  the  acre,  which  makes 
about  30,000  bushels  estimate  for  this  town,    Approximately  one-€thisd  of  this 
amount  will  grade  U»  S,  No,  1*    Bliss  Triumph  is  the  only  successful  variety. 
Some  Cobblers  were  planted,  but  very  poor  stands  resulted.    The  early  estimate 
?/as  110  to  125  cars  for-  this  town,  but  this  will  be  cut  to  about  75  cars. 
However,  about  half  of  this  amount  will  be  shipped  by  express  in  small  lots. 
One  man  here  the  week  before  last  shipped  U  cars  by  express.    TJp  to  the  last 
of  this  week,  potato  prices  have  been  fine.    The  first  straight  car  shipped 
in  bushel  cuenmher  crates  sold  for  $3*35  f  ,o„b.    This  was  a  straight  car  of 
No.  I's,     Since  then  tne  quotations  have  been  $3,00  for  No,  l's;  $2,00  for 
No.  2's  and  $1.00  for  Hc.'3vs,    This  Friday  the  market  broke,  and  $2.50  and 
$1,50  were  the  prevailing  prices*    Potatoes  are  being  shipped  exclusively  in 
bushel  caeumber  crates,     Stock  going  East  is  loaded  feo  to  the  car,  while 
stock  going  West  is  loaded  *4O0  to  the  car.    As  very  few  of  these  potatoes  were 
shipped  East;  the  average  load  will  be  around  kOQ  crates. 

"Vegetables  usually  are  loaded  420  to  the  car.    Citrus  is  loaded  from 
300  to  UiO  to  the  car.    The  average  for  the  season  will  fall  a  little  below  36O 
in  this  section, 

"Cabbage  is  grown  mostly  about  12  miles  up  the  river,    Wakefield  is 
planted  entirely,    Much  of  this  stock  is  used  locally,    Few  cars  were  shipped 
from  this  town.    Watermelons  are  not  grown  here  except  for  local  consumption. 
Last  year  one  man  shipped  a  few,  but  this  season  he  has  refrained  from  planting, 

"From  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  the  citrus  crop  has  moved  out  of 
Lee  County,     I  expect  that  the  early  estimate  for  this  section  will  be  excessive 
by  about  50,000  to  75,000  boxes.    This  will  be  due  to  drops  and  culls.  This 
house  estimated  last  fall  to  have  275,000  boxes,  but  now  only  250,000  are  expect- 
ed, with  about  80,000  yet  to  move, 

"A  few  cars  of  celery  of  very  poor  quality  were  shipped  out  of  Fort  De- 
noud,  a  town  about  ^5  .miles  from  Fort  flyers.    This  man  brought  samples  to  me 
and  wanted  inspection  on  four  cars,  but  I  had  to  decline  on  account  of  lack  of 
time.    The  samples  were  pithy  and  tops  yellowed  badly,"      g    q   ROBB . 
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OFFICE  NOTES; 

F.  J.  BaeKLer^  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  has  tendered  his 
resignation,  effective  April  23,    Mr.  Baehier  ~3s  appointed  to  the  Govern- 
ment service  in  December.  1917t  and  has  ceen  continuously  connected  vitr  the 
Chicago  office.    At  ven.eus  tir.es  he  substituted  for  Inspectors  in  other 
cities,  and  during  the  j ast  season  was  Sup or vising  Inspector  in  charge  of 
the  work  at  shipping  points  in  Illinois  and  V.ri  scon  sin,     In  all  of  his  assign- 
ments Mr.  Baehler  has  rendered  excellent  servxeo,  and  h:  s  withdrawal  frova 
this  work  is  regretted.     It  is  understock  that  Mr.  Baehler  succeeds  to  the 
position  with  the  Stewart  Fruit  Company,  Chicago,  recently  vacated  by 
B.  E,  Yadenj  whe  was  cransf erred  to  ITew  York  City, 

Mr.  Samson  went  t)  Los  ^ngeles  the  early  part  of  this  week,  "but  he 
has  since  returned  to  Saeremento,  where  he  is  in  conference  with  State 
authorities  regarding  standardization  work  and  related  problems.     H,  t7» 
Peterson,  Inspector  in  Charge  of  the  work  at  El  Centre,  also  has  been  at 
Sacramento  recently,  conferring  on  matters  relating  go  this  service. 

Leaving  "Washington  yesterday  morning,  C.  'J.  Hauck  is  on  a  short  trip 
to  Trenton  and  other  points  in  ICew  Jersey.    At  Trenton,  he  met    D.  S,  Dilts, 
of  the  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  and  the  two  traveled  together,  visiting 
canners  and  growers  -7ho  ^ill  use  this  season  the  Federal  grades  for  cannery 
tomatoes.     These  tentative  grades  have  been  officially  adopted  by  the  State 
of  ITew  Jersey. 

The  tentative  grades  for  watermelons  have  been  adopted  temporarily  as 
the  official  standard  in  South  Carolina.    The  State  Division  of  Markets  has 
mimeographed  and  distributed  copies  of  these  grade  requirements  among  growers 
and  other  interested  persons  in  South  Carolina. 

R.  C.  Sutr_er,  Regienal  Supervisor  at  Chicago,  was  out  of  the  office 
part  of  last  week  and  the  early  part  of  this  week  on  account  of  illness. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  put  a  Supervising  Inspector  in  East 
Tennessee  and  one  in  ".Vest  Tennessee  during  the  strawberry  season,  beginning 
about  May  1.     It  is  planned  to  send  James  A.  Marks  from  i.voca,  N.  Y.,  to 
East  Tennessee,  and  to  close  the  Fort  Worth  insnection  office  and  let 
M.  C.  Gregory  go  from  there  to  the  western  part  of  Tennessee. 

As  announced  on  another  page  of  this  D.  L. ,  the  Houston  office  will 
be  closed  for  tne  summer,  and  H.  T.  Longino  will  go  to  Laredo,  Texas,  where 
he  wit!  supervise  the  inspection  of  onions.    He  plans  to  meet  C.  D.  Shirley 
at  Laredo  on  April  ik,  where  they  will  ccmulete  arrangements  for  this  work. 
Mr.  Shirley  will  then  go  to  Asherton,   to  supervise  onion  inspections  in  that 
district, 

A  recent  wire  from  A.  E.  Prugh,  at  Laredo,  advises  that  the  onion 
crop  is  late  but  the  quality  very  good.     There  will  be  practically  no  ship- 
ments before  April  15,  and  only  a  light  movement  until  the  21st. 

Word  was  received  at  the  last  minute  that  the  lcttuco  market  reports 
at  El  Ccntro,  Calif.,  would  be  discontinued  this  Friday,  April  11. 
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On  the  list  of  field  stations  of  the  Market  News  Service,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  closing  date  for  the  Grand  Rapids  office  has  been  postponed 
until  May  lo.    The  opening  of  a  new  field  station  at  Mobile,  Ala,,  is  announced 
in  this  issue;  Joseph  D,  Evers  will  be  in  charge.     It  may  be  observed  that 
the  closing  date  for  Orlando  and  opening  date  for  Mobile  overlap  slightly* 
In  case  Mr*  Evers  has  to  leave  before  citrus  fruit  reports  are  discontinued 
in  Florida,  Robert'Eier  and  the  Orlando  clerk  will  conduct  that  service  until 
its  close* 

W»  H,  Steinbauer  has  been  on  leave  for  a  few  days  and  did  not  report 
for  duty  in  the  Boston  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  until  Wednesday, 

F,  Sari  Parsons,  of  the  State  office  at  Richmond,  Va« ,  who  visited 
Washington  last  week,  conferred  particularly  about  the  prospective  shipping- 
point  inspection  of  potatoes  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia, 

Admer  D,  Miller,  of  the  Fruit  Auction  Company,  New  York,  visited 
former  associates  in  the  Washington  office  last  week„ 

Mrs.  Ethel  M,  Mitchell,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  work  on  the 
weekly  summary  of  carlot  shipments,  is  now  on  leave  and  will  start  a  three- 
months'-  furlough  without  pay,  beginning  April  18. 

Miss  BlancbPRidgeway,  also  of  Mr,  Patton's  section,  is  at  present  on 
leave.    She  was  called  to  her  home  at  Farmersburg,  Ind.,  on  account  of  the 
critical  illness  of  her  mother,  and  we  have  learned  with  regret  of  the 
mother's  death  just  before  Miss  Ridgeway  arrived  home. 

Paul  M,  Niebell,  who  lias  been  a  clerk- typist  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Sec- 
tion and  more  recently  in  Mrs,  Mills'  office,  has  secured  a  transfer  to  the 
accounting  section  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.    Mrs,  Gladys  Cridlin 
will  take  up  Mr,  Niebell «s  work  in  the  Wool  Section, 

B,  E,  Shaffer,  who  has  been  Supervising  Inspector  at  Clearwater,  Fla., 
has  now  moved  to  Arcadia,  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the  inspection  of  potatoes, 
citrus  fruits,  and  (later)  cucumbers,  beans,  tomatoes,  etc.    His  new  address  is 
Morgan  Apartments,  Arcadia,  Fla, 

L,  C.  Archer,  whose  address  was  Grand  Junction,  Colo,,  and  Ileal  D„  San- 
born, formerly  at  Monte  Vista,  are  now  located  in  the  Denver  office  of  the  In- 
spection Service,  Room  329  State  Capitol  Bldg,  .  Mr,  Archer  recently  collected 
rejection  data  in  the  Greeley  district  and  other  parts  of  Colorado, 

After  closing  the  Idaho  Falls  field  station  next  Tuesday,  George  E. 
Prince  will  start  for  Los  Angeles,    En  route,  he  will  visit  other  offices  of 
the  F,  &  V,  Division,     Los  Angeles  will  be  Mr*  Prince's  headquarters  until  he 
proceeds  to  Brawley,  where  he  will  assist  0,  E,  Schultz  in  issuing  market 
reports  on  cantaloupes. 
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la.      ONION  SITUATION  IN  NORTH  TEXAS, 

Very  rarely  do  we  have  information  about  onions  in  north  Texas, 
W,  D.  Googe,   of  the  Fort  worth  office,  submitted  the  following  report  on 
April  1,    Collin  County,  of  which  he  writes,  lies  just  north  of  the  county  in 
which  Dallas  is  located: 

"Based  on  conditions  of  April  1st,  information  supplied  by 
members  of  trade  who  are  posted  on  the  onion  situation  in  Collin  County, 
Texas,  also  by  the  McKinney,  Texas,  Chamber  of  Commerce  which  distributes 
a  large  portion  of  the  onion  seed  in  that  county,  indicates  that  the  acreage 
is  about  12§/b    greater  than  last  year  and  is  placed  at  4500*      With  a 
continuance  of  the  favorable  growing  season,  the  crop  will  begin  to  move 
about  July  1st. 

"It  is  too  early  to  estimate  the  production  per  acre  this  year, 
but  last  year  it  averaged  about  ^0  bushels,  which  was  about    20%  below 
normal,  due  to  hot  and  dry  weather.    In  some  places  high  winds  and  freezing 
temperatures  during  Larch  damaged  the  young  plants  possibly  25$i  although  by 
April  1st  the  stand  was  considered  satisfactory. 

"In  this  section,  onions  are  planted  in  February  and  L'arch  in 
3-foot  rows,  cotton  being  planted  later  between  rb32Stj,  This  year  the 
varieties  planted  are  estimated  ~[Ofo  Prizetaker,  20^Vdi'£bet  5$  Crystal  Wax, 
5/i>  Deni&.    Of  the  1923  crop  i6o  cars  were  shipped,  and  it  is  expected  that 
250    cars  will  be  shipped  in  1924.    The  principal  shipping  points  are 
Melissa,  Princeton,  Farmer svi lie,  and  ftlcKinne/*  •    A  large  portion  of  the 
onions  grown  in  this  section  is  trucked  to  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas,  and  to 
other  near-by  towns  and  cities." 

2a.      IMPERIAL  VALLEY  LETTUCE  SKIPI-BNTS  BREAK  ALL  RECORDS « 

With  his  final  lettuce  report  on  April  11,  C«E,  Schultz  issued  an 
excellent  summary  of  the  Imperial  Valley  season  to  that  date.    Not  only  was 
the  market  strong  at  that  time,  but  total  shipments  had  exceeded  all  previous 
records.     Imperial  Valley  is  the  largest  individual  lettuce  section  in  the 
entire  United  States,  and  to  April  12  the  carlot  shipments  totaled  9*279* 
Since  last  Saturday,  average  daily  output  has  been  around  15  or  20  cars, 
so  that  the  final  total  for  this  season  may  exceed  9.^00  cars.    Shipments  by 
stations  for  the  last  five  seasons  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


To  April  ^Oth  m   To  Apr.  11th 


Station'  * 

1919-20 

1920-21 

1921-22 

1922-23 

1923-24 

cars 

cars 

cars 

cars 

cars 

.  123S 

1463 

1S34 

2565 

2994 

243 

542 

1006 

2110 

29S5 

Calexico 

425 

336 

562 

SIS 

130S 

65S 

559 

73k 

1064 

10S4 

Imperial 

94 

103 

290 

534 

420 

2^ 

^os 

547 

472 

TOTAL  

2891 

3396 

4791 

76SS 

9263 

Division  Let tor,  April  18,  1?24. 
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7,\  C,  Lynn,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Markets,  has  issued  in  hecto- 
graphed  form  a  very  neat  four-page  leaflet  on  the  unloads  of  fruit  and  vege- 
tables at  Altoona,  Pa.,  during  1923,    About  2,060  carloads  of  28  products  weri 
received  last  year,  compared  with  1,836  cars  in  1922  and  1,391  cars  in  1921. 
The  present  population  of  Altoona  is  estimated  around  65*000.    Below  is  a  sum-i 
mary  of  the  unloads  by  months  for  1923,  with  totals  also  for  1922  and  1921: 


Frc  duct . 

Jan 

Feb 

1 1 5  r 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aus  1 

S  er 

Octl 

i'OV 

pec 

1923 

1  opo 
-  ><-- 

1921 

Apples  

>—  —  ■  —  t 

13 



IS 

23 

Q 
J 

Q 
J 

5 

,  12 

1  1 

11 

11 

1  — 

11 

126 

84 

:? 

Bp nana s  

r~ 

5 

7 

g 

Ik 

IS 

21 

15 

IS 

9 

10 

8 

7 

13S 

147 

128 

Q 

7 

5 

7 

11 

15 

5 

2 

16 

9 

11 

5 

86 

101 

49 

Cantaloupes^  . . 

27 

42 

3S 

7 

1^0 

128 

1C9 

Celery  

lU 

S 

11 

9 

6 

7 

i4 

15 

15 

99 

63 

55 

Cranberries. . . 

ft 

3 

1 

k 

5 

5 

Cucumb  er  s  

6 

S 

1 

19 

22 

15 

Grapefruit .... 

s 

r 
0 

10 

6 

5 

3 

1 

6 

4 

2 

51 

33 

25 

Gr^oes  

1+ 

s 

2S 

65 

31 

9 

l4i 

92 

70 

Lemons  

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

20 

16 

19 

Lettuce  

2 

3 

S 

5 

0 

7 

31 

3 

1 

Mixed  Produce. 

Ik 

rt 

34 

3S 

25 

39 

20 

9 

17 

23 

27U 

2U2 

195 

Onions  

k 

3 

5 
24 

3 

1 

3 

S 

12 

\ 

^9 

35 

33 

Oranges  

21 

IS 

26 

19 

11 

13 

k 

Id 

12 

22 

155 

91 

125 

Peaches  

-) 

17 

18 

19 

7 

6k 

Sb 

55 

Pears  

3 

11 

0 

6 

1 

27 

29 

16 

Peouers,  

1 

r 
O 

3 

10 

9 

5 

Pineapples.  .  .  . 

11 

11 

2 

2k 

16 

15 

Plums  

1 

1 

1 

3 

r- 

rj 

2 

Potatoes  

27 

13 

16 

22 

22 

36 

57 

43 

7 

26 

IS 

7 

255 

379 

270 

Quinces  

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Strawberries.  . 

if 

26 

19 

6 

^5 

31 

3 

Sweet  Potatoes 

13 

s 

s 

2 

1 

1 

16 

7 

id 

15 

91 

46 

51 

Tangerines. . . . 

3 

3 

7 

2 

Tomatoes.  

3 

7 

9 

Ik 

12 

5 

50 

54 

^3 

Turni-Qs  

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Watermelons. . . 

s 

_3I_ 

ik 

99 

8 

127 

1:5 

157 

127 

184 

220 

26l 

23  k 

*;t,- 

21c 

1  r)i 

127 

2039 

-  7= . 

MT,  Lynn's  letter  of  transmittal  also  says  in  part: 

"The  few  facts  below  may  be  of  interest  to  you;    Earristurg  is 
larger  than  Altoona  (by  about  15,000)  and  the  total  unloads  weie  2,291 
and  2,C59  cars  respectively.    However,  Harrisburg' s  proportion  of  mixed 
cars  (from  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia)  was  ^6/o,  while  Altoona' s 
(principally  from  Pittsburgh)  was  only  IJfi*     That  means  that  the  solid 
carloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  Harrisburg  amounted  to  1,226,  while 
those  in  Altoona  were  1,785  cars.    This,  I  think,  makes  an  interesting  study. 
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Incidentally,  Altoona  gets  not  only  more  solid  cars  than  Harrisburg, 
"but  also  commodities  that  Harrisburg  never  sees  in  carload  lots, 

"Another  important  point  is  the  Zk» car  decrease  in  potato  unloads. 
Fig-ares  show  an  increase  of  (roughly)  50-.000  "bushels  of  potatoes  in 
Blair  County  over  the  1922  crop,  and,  on  a  basis  of  600  bushels  per  car, 
this  amounts  to  over  SO  cars.    Although  this  is  a  comparison  between 
crop-year  production  and  calendar-year  unloads,  a  close  relationship  is 
shown.  " 

2b .    R£TURiTIj.TG-  CONTAINERS  TO  HEY/  JERSEY  GR0V7ERS, 

Many  01  the  Market  News  men  have  received  inquiries  from  the  New  Jersey 
Department  of  Agriculture  relative  to  practices  in  their  markets  as  to  the 
return  of  containers  used  in  the  handling  of  local  or  homegrown  fruits  and 
vegetables.    An  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  this  investigation  may  be  of 
interest : 

Practically  all  the  produce  brought  into  Philadelphia  from  southern  New 
Jersey  is  hauled  by  truck  or  wagon  in  open  5/8  bushel  hampers,  this  container 
being  used  for  all  commodities.    Upon  delivery  of  the  produce  to  the  receiver, 
the  farmer  gets  an  equal  number  of  baskets  in  return  or  a  cash  allowance  for 
his  baskets.    During  the  past  winter  a  movement  was  started  among  the  commission 
men  to  do  away  with  this  practice,  and  an  agreement  was  finally  made  that  it 
should  be  discontinued  on  April  1.     This  has  met  with  considerable  opposition 
on  the  part  of  Hew  Jersey  growers,  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  about 
conferences  with  the  receivers  with  a  view  to  obtaining  abrogation  or 
modification  of  the  agreement.     It  is  to  bring  out  the  facts  regarding  this 
matter  that  the  Hew  Jersey  Department  of  Agriculture  is  seeking  information  as 
to  practices  in  other  sections  of  the  country.     It  is  understood  that  some  of 
the  Philadelphia  receivers  have  not  lived  up  to  the  agreement  and  have  returned 
to  the  practice  which  has  existed  for  so  many  years. 

3b .     SHARP  ADVANCE  POR  IDAHO  POTATOES. 

Before  closing  the  Idaho  Palls  field  station,  George  E.  Prince  sent  the 

following  information  under  date  of  April  S: 

"The  potato  market  has  been  rather  excited  the  past  two  days, 
the  price  of  Russets  advancing  from  $1.90  on  April  3  to  $2.30-2.35  yester- 
day.    Rural s  advanced  only  10^  on  eastern  shipments  but  20^  on  California 
pack  during  the  same  period,     Am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  boosted 
the  local  market  entirely  too  fast,  but  perhaps  they  can  hold  it.  Growers 
are  holding  firmly  for  higher  prices  and  very  few  potatoes  are  being 
hauled  at  $2.00.    Shipments  are  considerably  lighter  than  a  week  ago, 
and  shippers  feel  that  the  potatoes  will  be  cleaned  up  by  May  1,  Accord- 
ing to  April  estimates  by  local  factors,  there  are  around  1,000  cars 
remaining  in  the  entire  State,  with  a  possibility  of  1,200  if  market 
conditions  continue  good.     This  estimate  includes  Ho.  2ls  and  culls,  a 
large  percentage  of  the  present  shipments  being  of  this  class." 

IT  IS  A  HARK  OP  EFFICIENCY  TO  KEEP  IHPORMED  ABOUT  ALL  THE  WORK 
in  your  Division.    Your  interests  should  be  larger  than  your  own  office. 
Moral!    Read  all  of  the  Division  Letter  regularly. 
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4b .    CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  SOITTH^PN  CALIFORNIA, 

The  following  interesting  letter  of  April  9  was  received  from    H.  A. 
Karris,  in  charge  of  the  Los  Angeles  office  of  the  Market  News  Service :- 

"Recent  rains  have  brought  +he  precipitation  for  southern  California 
to  about  last  season's  figures.    Latest  reports  from  the  mountains  indicate 
that  the  snowfall  is  from  one- third  to  one-half  of  last  year's.    This  means 
that  there  is  plenty  of  moisture  for  the  immediate  requirements  of  crops  and 
that  any  shortage  in  irrigation  water  will  develop  late  in  the  season,  if  at 
all.     Since  my  last  letter  the  rains  have  increased  the  sizes  of  the  Valencia 
orange  crop,  -but  present  indications  are  that  a  heavy  percentage,  probably 
one-half,  will  run  small.    Rains  came  too  late,  of  course,  for  any  substantial 
increase  in  the  potato  acreage,  so  that  it  seems  probable  that  a  much  higher 
percentage  of  the  local  crop  and  of  the  crop  from  the  Shaft er  district  rill 
be  consumed  locally  than  ever  before. 

"The  spring  lettuce  crop  is  coming  along  nicely  and  shipments  are 
just  beginning  to  become  of  importance.     Certain  sections  of  Los  Angeles 
County,  particularly  in  the  district  around  Sawtelle,  will  show  an  increased 
acreage  over  last  year,  but  the  county  as  a  whole  has  less  lettuce  than  for 
several  years.    Plantings  in  Orange  County  are  very  light,  but  Ventura, 
Santa  Barbara,  and  the  other  coast  counties  north  to  Santa  Cruz  all  have 
increased  acreages, 

"It  is  toe  early  yet  to  tell  much  about  the  tomato  crop,  but  the 
general  feeling  is  that  plantings  will  be  lighter  than  last  year,  partly 
on  account  of  the  poor  demand  and  prices  prevailing  throughout  last  fall 
and  partly  because  many  of  the  Orange  County  growers  have  planted  sugar 
beets.     The  late  spring  cauliflower  crcp  is/  iwtort,  only  one  or  two  cars 
a  day  moving  out.    The  quality  of  these  late  shipments  is  generally  good, 
but  sizes  are  running  small.    Last  year  the  spring  crop  was  curtailed  by 
warm  weather  and  this  year  by  drought. 

"One  difficulty  in  securing  crop  information  in  this  section, 
as  you  know, is  the  large  percentage  of  Japanese  growers.     It  is  very 
hard  to  obtain  information  from  either  the  growers  or  their  associations, 
for,  while  they  do  not  refuse,  yet  they  axe  able  to  find  plenty  of  ex- 
cuses and  evasions  to  keep  from  patting  cut  any  data, 

"I  have  not  been  in  the  country  for  several  weeks,  as  I  have 
been  busy  in  the  office,  and  besides  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  quarantine 
regulations  make  travel  inconvenient  and  unpleasant.    I  dc  net  know  what 
crop  will  be  planted  on  the  land  that  ordinarily  would  have  grown  potatoes, 
but  presume  that,  in  the  San  Fernando  valley  at  least,  it  will  be  beans, 
The  foot-and-mouth  disease  is  injuring  fruit  and  vegetable  trading  both  in 
the  local  market  and  as  to  carlo t  shipments.    Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Nevada 
have  had  an  absolute  quarantine  against  any  products  of  the  soil,  as  well 
as  animals  and  animal  products,  for  two  weeks.     I  would  estimate  that  this 
market  has  been  shipping  at  least  two  cars  a  day  of  fruit  and  vegetables  into 
this  territory,  either  in  mixed  cars  or  l.c.l.  shipments.     This  has  meant 
an',  accumulation  of  supplies  on  the  local  market  and  has  weakened  the  tone 
on  ell  fruits  and  vegetables.     The  restrictions  on  carlct  shipments  are  not 
extensive  as  yet,  since  most  of  the  States  'that  have  quarantined  against  us 
are  western  States  and  the  bulk  of  the  straight  carlot  movement  goes  to  the 
eastern  markets,     I  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  keep  posted  from  day 
to  day  on  the  extent  and  number  of  quarantines  issued  against  the  shipment." 
of  California  fruit  and  vegetables  by  other  States,  since  there  does  not 


seem  to  be  any  official  notification  on  the  part  of  the  State  making  the 
embargo,     I  have  tried  to  collect  as  much  of  this  information  as  possible 
for  the  benefit  of  shippers  ana  have  also  offered  to  the  State  and  Federal 
officials  in  charge  of  the  control  work  in  southern  California  the  aid 
and  use  of  such  of  out.  facilities  as  could  be  used  by  them  in  their  fight 
against  this  disease." 

5b,    B^PIQ  AID  HAIL,  BEPQ5ITS  IN  WISCONSIN 

At  the  time  the  last  bulletins  were  issued  from  Waupaca,  a  special 
notice  or  questionnaire  was  sent  to  Ht k  hosier » s  entire  mailing  list  of  about 
1,000  names,    A  pica  was  made  in  this  circular  for  everyone  to  reply,  in  order  • 
that  we  might  have  accurate  information  as  to  the  vaJ.ue  of  radio    compared  with 
the  daily  bulletins  issued  on  potatoes,    Reports  on  other  crops  were  not  con- 
sidered,   Unfortunately,  only  122  replies  have  been  received,  indicating  either 
lack  of  interest  in  the  subject  or  ordinary  laziness. 4    The  questions  asked  and 
the  answers  given  are  tabulated  below; 

Questions ,  Answers , 

Yes*         STo.^  Other , 

1,  Tjc  you  receive  the  eurrect  potato 

market  information  by  radio?*  ,        5  101  Part  of  time,  U 

2,  Is  the  reception  of  this  information 
by  radio  as  satisfactory  for  your 

needs  as  through  the  mail?  7  30  i:i3Ceilancous,6 

3,  Eo  you  need  mimeographed  mail  reports 

of  the  potato  market  for  reference  (Reference,  10 

or  for  statistical  purposes?    75  *7         (Statistical,  3 

k,  Would  not  a  report  from  Washington 
be  as  satisfactory  for  this  purpose 

as  one  issued  locally?    28  66  I,:iscellaneousl5 

The  results  of  this  inquiry,  which  are  unfavorable  to  the  utilization 
of  radio,  must  be  considered  in  light  of  information  contained  in  a  recent  letter 
from  3.,  3.  Jones,   in  charge  of  the  Market  News  work  for  Wisconsin,    He  advises 
that  the  broadcasting  of  market  reports  has  been  seriously  interrupted  since 
the  removal  of  the  State  office  from  Waupaca  to  Stevens  point  on  account  of 
difficulties  encountered  in  setting  up  and  getting  into  working  order  the 
broadcasting  apparatus,    Mr,  Jones  advises  that  a  very  large  number  of  inquiries 
have  been  received  from  farmers  and  dealers  as  to  why  they  are  not  getting  the 
radio    reports  as  usual,  and  he  feels  that  these  mqairics  are  an  indication 
of  the  popularity  and  value  of  the  radio  broadcasting  work. 

The  broadcasting  schedule  probably  has  been  resumed  by  this  time.  During 
the  period  the  station  was  not  in  operating  order  after  our  potato  bulletins 
were  discontinued,  the  State  issued  a  mimeographed  report  on  potatoes  and  fur- 
nished the  reports  to  the  United  Press  and  the  Associated  Press,  securing  wide 
distribution  over  Wisconsin  through  these  organizations, 

/  Las t  week' s  Divi sion  Letter  was  unusually  large . 

$   The  D,L,  and  enclosures  made  10  sheets  of  paperr  in  each  envelope, 
/    and  when  folded  this  was  equal  to  the  thickness  of  30  sheets, 
\    Envelopes  so  over-filled  sometimes  tear  open  when  going  through 
\    the  cancelling  machine  in  post  office*     If  YOU  did  not  receive 

\  your  copy  of  the  D,L»,  please  advise  the  Washington  office. 


176. 
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6b,     TENTATIVE  ASPARAGUS  CODE  PAGE  BEING  MAILED.  (Effective  Apr. 2k) 

A  tentative  code  page  for  asparagus  is  enclosed  with  this  Division 
Letter,  based  largely  on  letters  recently  received  from  the  market  stations# 
Your  criticism  of  the  page  is  invited, 

So  much  confusion  exists  between  the  grade  terms  used  for  California 
asparagus  by  different  shippers  that  it  seems  best  to  follow  0.  D.  Miller's 
plan  of  describing  asparagus  by  size  terms.    More  uniformity  seems  to  exist 
in  grades  of  asparagus  coming  from  South  Carolina  than  from  any  other  State, 
but  even  there  all  shippers  do  not  use  the  same  terms  with  identical  meanings, 
For  the  present,  therefore,  describe  all  asparagus  by  size  terms.     "U.  S. 
No.  1"  and  "U,  S.  No.  2"  should  also  be  used,  if  stock  is  sold  by  U.  S.  grades. 
The  table  of  size  equivalents  for  California  grade  terms  or  brands,  shown  on 
the  code  page  is  taken  from  a  letter  from  Mr,  Miller.    Use  your  judgment  in 
deciding  what*il8as  to  use  on  other  grades  or  brands, 

7b.     EDITIONS  TO  "C-OD-GOS"  ( MISCELLANEOUS  MARKET  PHRASES) PAGE  OP  CODE: 

(Effective  Apr, 2*+) 
On  "GOD-GOS"  (Miscellaneous  Market  Phrases)  page  of  code,  add 
GODOT  -  Brokers'  carlot  sales ,  Port  "Jorth  basis 
GODOV  -  Brokers1  carlot  sales,  Dallas  basis. 
The  addition  of  these  two  phrases  will  permit  a  more  accurate  de- 
scription of  the  Port  \7orth  and  Dallas  brokers'   sales,  which  we  have  been 
quoting,  than  has  been  possible  with  existing  code  terms,  besides  lessening 
the  number  of  code  phrases  needed  in  the  Port  Y/orth  and  Dallas  reports, 

Sb.     ASPARAGUS  MARKET  REPORTS  IN  THE  SOUTH. 

T.  C.  Curry,  of  the  Atlanta  office,  is  sending  a  daily  wire  (collect) 
to  "The  State,"  a  newspaper  published  at  Columbia,  S,C,  in  which  he  gives  a 
brief  report  of  the  shipments  and  supplies  of  asparagus  and  condition  of  a  few 
city  markets,  with  jobbing  prices,  etc.    The  "Atlanta  Journal"  broadcasts 
this  report  daily  at    2;30  P.M.,  and  Mr.  Curry  expects  to  have  a  similar 
report  broadcast  from  the  radio  station  at  Clemson  College,  S.C.    Efforts  are 
being  made  to  ascertain  how  many  producers  in  South  Carolina  are  now  receiving 
the  data  broadcast  by  the  "Atlanta  Journal,"  station  T7SB. 

9b,     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  POR  APRIL  12: 

Page  229-  Special  paragraph  on  Strawberries  in  weekly  review. 

231-  Imperial  Valley  Lettuce  Shipments,  -  by  C.  E.  Schultz, 

-  Philadelphia  Handles  Much  Produce  (article  based  on  unloads 

summary  by  E.  R,  Biddle) « 

232-  Sanford  Celery  Deal  Successful,  -  by  F,  H»  Scruggs, 
2^0-  Market  for  American  Raisins  in  China, 

-  England  Re-exports  Fruit  to  Germany, 


E,  \7.  STILLY/ELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News 


u  iv  i  3 ' 
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177. 

TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS 

OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 

STATIONS 

Mail 
List! 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
'Till  Close 

GRAHD  RAPIDS,  MICH, ** 
Ui9  Federal  Bldg, 

R.  H. 

Shoemaker 

Potatoes 

Apples* 

Onions* 

Oct, 
Oct. 

\JCX  • 

19 
19 

1  Q 

May  10 
Nov,  15* 
Jan.  5U* 

f~\T^T    A'tT'il.1^         T7>T           ^  ^c. 

OhLA.!-iJU.  ELiA, 

Angebilt  Hotel 

920 

0  .  L, 

Svers 

Citrus 
fruit 

J  an . 

May  1 

HAMQHD,  La, 
P.O.Bldg. 

S02 

H ,  L » 

Lamb 

.ferries 

Apr, 

1 

way  j \ ■ ) 

HASTINGS,  EL A, 

S51 

E.  Hi 

Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Apr. 

May  20 

LARELO,  TEXAS 

801 

A  E 

Prugh 

Onions  - 

Apr. 

.  May  10 

ASEEHTOE,  TEXAS 

SOU 

J.  H. 

Mosier 

■ 

Onions 

■ 

Apr, 

18 

May  20 

Hie  following  stations  "probabl" 

 , , ,  — —          ■     ■  ■  1  

or en  on  dates  in&ica 

oei: 

MEGGETT,  S.  C.** 

85s 

W,  J. 

Bertush 

Cabbage 
Potatoes 

Apr, 

May 

25 
10 

May  15 
June  10 

Mobile,  ala.  ** 

92^+ 

0  .    L , 

Evers 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Apr.  28 

May  15 
May  15 

May  31 
J  une  2 2 
June  25 

CHADBCURE,  E.  G,** 

S05 

v  .  J. 

Callanan 

Berries 

May 

1 

May  20 

JlTLSOEIA,  ARK, 

856 

Unasc 

igned 

Berries 

May  5 

May  31 

RIPLEY,  TEiMi 

SOb 

R.  H. 

Lamb 

Berries 

May 

5 

May  31 

BOWLING  GREEN,  KY, 

S59 

Una 3 signed 

Berries 

May- 

12 

May  31 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

S09 

Unas signed 

Cabbage 
Tomatoes 

May  15 
June  1 

June  10 

June  30 

MGNETT,  MO. 

857 

Unas signed 

Berries 

May 

19 

„ .  ■ 

June  1 4 

3RA.7LEY,  CALIF. 

SOS 



G .  E. 

Schultz 
Prince 

Cants. 

May- 

26 

July  12 

The  following  station  closed  on  date 

indicated: 

 , — 

Closed 

EL  OEITTRO,  CALIF. 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

933 

C.  E. 

Schult  2 

Lettuce 

Jan, 

8 

Apr.  11, 

*Reports  discontinued. 

** 

State  Pep- 

t.  co  op  era' 

L  i  tip- 

£  emp  o  r a  r y  As  s  ig  nrae  ni.  s : 


R.  Mi  Peterson  )„    ^     .,     -      .  ,  .      „  ,     H.  S.  utiles,  in  Charge  Boston. 

n     .    -.-»  „  (To  Florida  for  inspection  vzork.   „  t         ^E5  1     *  * 

"  "  x  C.  JU.  jirown  m  New  York  City. 


G.  A.  DeHaven  ) 
G,  E.  Prince  in  Lcs  Angeles  office. 
C.  E.   Schultz,  c/ 0  Los  Angeles  office. 


V7.  J.  Bertush  in  Nev;  York  City. 
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J  inspection  .  s  hiivics  _ 

lc;     SEED  COPIES  ON  POTATO  5E INSPECT: ONS  TO  MR.  iViERCXFR 

Copies  of  all  certificates  issued  on  reinspections  of  Florida  potatoes 
should  be  sent  to  A.  E.  Llercker.  Hastings,  Florida.    This  will  apply  to 
reinspections  for  condition  as  well  as  for  §rade,    Mr.  teercker  desires  this 
information  so  that  he  can  make  a  study  of  conditions  which  result  in  transit 
decay. 

IVatch  the  daily  lists  for  numbers  of  cars  which  have  "been  inspected 
in  Florida  and  report  reinspections  to  Mr,  Merclrer,  as  suggested  above, 

2c .     FEES  COLLECTED  BY  WASHINGTON  OFPICI , 

The  Washington  office  endeavors  to  collect  all  fees  from  applicants 
who  lave  failed  to  respond  to  the  requests  of  the  field  offices,    The  appli- 
cant sometimes  sends  the  payment  to  the  "branch  o£ f :  c_e_  which  made  the  in- 
spection, without  replying  to  cur  letter.    We  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
Such  payments  have  teen  made  unless  the  branch  office  advises  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  such  foes.     If  we  do  not  receive  payment  within  two 
weeks  of  our  first  letter,  a  much  stronger  one  is  sent,    When  an  applicant, 
who  has  already  mailed  his  check  to  the  or arch  office  in  response  to  our 
first  letter,  receives  a  second  communication  from  us.  he  is  inclined  to  be- 
come "peeved"  and  wonders  why  he  received  such  a  statement  after  he  had  for- 
warded his  check. 

The  only  remedy  for  this  situation  is  for  the  branch  offices  to  notify 
us  immediately  upon  receipt  of  all  overdue  fees.     Including  such  fees  in 
the  weekly  letter  of  transmittal  is  not  sufficient,  for  these  do  not  go 
through  cur  office.    We  must,  therefore,  have  direct  notification,  so  that 
we  will  not  send  out  second  statements  and  that  we  may  "be  in  a  position  to 
return  immediately  the  pink  fee  slip  for  your  files, 

3c.    MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  TTCP.TwA  ?  w  E.-.FPISS., 

E,  E.  Gorki  in,  Jr.,  has  written  a  letter  to  the  Washington  office, 
regarding  the  proposed  shipping-point  inspection  of  pineapples  in  Florida 
this  season,    Parts  of  his  letter  are  quoted  he low: 

"On  April  U,  I  attended  a  meeting  at  Wesi  Palm  Beach  of  the  directors 
of  the  three  local  associations  of  the  Ilorida  Pineapple  Growers'  Ass'n, 
This  association,  which  was  formed  this  year,  includes  nearly  all  of  the 
pineapple  growers  in  the  Florida  East  Coast  section,  and  they  will  ship  about 
300  cars.     The  few  others  will  have  about  75  cars. 

"The  organization  voted  to  have  its  entire  tonnage  Government-State 
inspected.    Cars  will  be  loaded  at  three  points,  Delray,  Stuart  and  Ft.  Pierce, 
At    Stuart,  the  heaviest  point,  all  the  fruit  will  be  packed  over  a  grading 
and  sizing  machine,   the  first  ever  used  in  Florida, 

"They  also  voted  to  adopt  the  tentative  U.S.  grades,  which  I  have 
enclosed,  and  agreed  to  pack  according  to  them  this  season.    The  shipping 
season  will  start  about  May  15  and  last  until    July  15%" 
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4c.    APPLES  PEMAINTHG  IK  WENATCBEE  SECTION, 

Writing  from  Portland,  Oregon,  on  April  11 f  p#  E„  Bailey,  tells 
briefly  of  conditions  in  the  Wenafcchee  district  of  Washington 

"Departing  Spokane  last  Sunday  evening,  I  spent  Monday  and  Tuesday 
in  the  Wenatchee  Districts  where  I  found  that  there  are  about  500  cars  of  .  . 
apples  remaining,  mostly  Saps  and  almost  ail  in  cold  storage  at  one  of  the 
following  points:  Wenatchee,  Chelan,  Cashmere  and  Peshastin*    The  fruit 
impressed  >n;e  with  its  excellent  condition,  compared  with  that  remaining  in 
storage  one  year  ago*    I  do  not  recall  a  lot  of  Saps  which  did  not  deserve 
a  'few  firm,  1  and  one  car  could  justly  go  'majority  fi?m':c 

hThe  fruit  there  is,  I  consider,  in  much  better  maturity  status  than 
what  I  have  seen  recently  in  Hood  River,  Walla  Walla  Valley  and  in  Spokane 
cold  storage  from  Yakima 0  " 

5c.    GRAIN-  SA&PIERS  TO  EE  JJSED  WITH  PEAMJTS* 

An  experiment  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  use  of  a 
grain  sampler,  for  extract  leg  peanuts  for  inspevjtion?  causes  an  increased 
percentage  of  splits  has  been  conducted  by  the  Chicago  office*    In  one  case 
extraction  was  made  by  hand-  as  heretofore;  in  the  other  s  with  a  9-inch 
grain  trier.     The  results  obtained  are  as  follows; 

Car  Number^  Sampled-  bp  Hand.  Sampled  with  Trier 

0*7 i'h  Splits 

c-  »  J  «  1° 

l^Xgo^ 


mc  226020 

0*63$  Spl 

its 

MN  971-7 

0,392^ 

11 

NC&STL  14312 

5  a  OOJS 

11 

m  SSS58 

l,0'o^ 

!l 

WA3  64404 

lc53^ 

II 

AOL  U6502 

II 

ACL  k8B22 

:!-,33^ 

II 

Com  5-355 

II 

X&GN  701?' 

M 

ADA  29184 

!i 

Total 

12.515 

1*19$ 
l 


11 


l  '46$  » 


13.402  % 

It  was  thought  that  by  the  ;itrier"  method  the  kernels  might  be  split  >. 
more  than  by  handr.  but  the  experiment  shows  that  the  difference  is  not  ejzif-i- 
s5;.ou.;;«'  tobe  of  importance < 

The  Chicago  office  lias  been  asked  to  send  to  each  office,  which  makes 
peanut  inspectionsf one  of  these  samplers  with  directions  for  use* 

P0  Gi  SOLD, 

Specialist  in  Inspection 


Be  sure  to  read  Paragraph  cc^ 
on  page  IS2» 


INSPECTION  HJrn: 

IT  FOR  1 

©NTH  OF  MSB  >H 

.  1924. 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Inspec- 

Declined 

FEES  ASSESSED 

Fruits 

Vege- 

same 

tions 

for 

Certi- 

MARKETS 

I.C/ii  & 

tables 

.month 

.for 

lack  of 

0/  ±1 

.L .  <j  .  L 

ficate 

i  L.  C,  L, 

C/L  & 

Grand 

1923 

Car- 

time 

Peesi 

Fees 

Copy  ,  I 

L.C.L. 

Total 

riers 

Fees 

Atlanta 

15 

64 

bl 

5 

0        v  -232 

$15  «cc 

)  $    2  ' 

Baltimore 

9 

26 

35 

30 

0 

0 

140 

1 

Boston 

21 

S5 

106 

SS 

2S 

2 

41b 

7.50  7 
42.50  6 

Btii  falo 

15 

30 

45 

3S 

17 

0 

140 

Chicago 

171 

110 

2S1 

311 

2 

S 

100  S 

62.50    29  : 

Cincinnati 

17 

42 

59 

bS 

2 

0 

200 

2.50  1 

Uleve  -.ana 

13 

60 

73 

S3 

20 

0 

240 

27 . 50  24 

i , 

4 

22 

26 

22 

S 

0 

104 

2 

TV  _ 

-Denver . 

lo 

7 

23 

7 

0 

0 

92 

Bet ro  it 

lb 

43 

59 

75 

3 

0 

200 

22.50  2 

Erie 

— 

- 

3 

— 

- 

Port  Worth 

10 

5 

15 

IS 

1 

0 

56 

2.50 

narnsourg 

0 

3 

3 

7 

0 

0 

12 

Houston 

7 

12 

19 

44 

0 

0 

64 

5.00 

Indianapolis 

7 

14 

21 

31 

0 

0 

84 

3 

Kansas  City 

106 

5S 

164 

72 

2 

0 

630 

10.00  3 

Los  Angeles 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

- 

Men^)h  i  s 

g 

s 

16 

43 

0 

0 

56 

2.50  16 

Milwaukee 

IS 

11 

29 

59 

0 

0 

10  S 

5,co 

Minneapolis 

35 

20 

55 

7S  - 

0 

0 

20S 

7.50 

Ne\7  Haven 

13 

32 

- 

0 

0 

172 

5.00  7 

Ne-,7  Orleans 

21 

63 

84 

51 

43 

1 

264 

45.00  14 

Uew  York 

811 

413 

155 

24 

2S6S 

232.50  13 

Norfolk 

10 

IS 

2S 

20 

0 

1 

108 

2.50  3 

Omaha 

52 

5 

57 

60 

0 

0 

228 

7 

Philadelphia 

20 

44 

b4 

229 

15 

0 

228 

15.00  9 

Pittsburgh 

93 

110 

145 

21 

0 

460 

2.50  33 

Portland 

4 

60 

64 

0 

236 

10.00  1 

San  Antonio 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

8 

St,  Louis 

40 

224 

2b4 

225 

153 

0 

800 

130.00  35 

Washington 

12 

41 

53 

37 

s 

0 

200 

7.50  7 

'wichita 

24 

VTi  Ikes-Bar  re 

s 

1 

q 

1<5 

1 

{g 

6  6 
9  V 

$ 

TOTiJj 

1030 

1594 

26S4  2367 

3S6 

37 

9648  662,50  233 

RECAPITULATION 


TOTAL  C/L  and  L.  C.L. Fruit  Inspections  1090 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections  1594 
Grand  Total  C/L  and  L. C.L, Inspections ,  2b84 


Inspections  for  Carriers  .  jZb 
Declined  for  lack  of  time.  37 
Total  Fees  Assessed, $10,  5S5, 


Total  Fees  Assessed  includes  $42,00  for  inspections  of  mixed  cars. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  NaVY  AMD  UARINE  CORPS  DURING  MARCH,  1924. 


Symbols: 
N-Navy 
M-Marine 
Corps 

ALL  FX  CURES  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  R] 

^PRESENT  POUNDS 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Fruits  and 
Vegetable? 
REJECTED 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

n Cuts"raade 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fic ,^.t  ions 

Items 

billed 

short- 

weisht 

STAT  I  GITS 

11                     M !  N  U 

N  la 

N               1  \ 

N  M 

BOSTON 

507S9 

^765 

6O35 

0 

5S82U 

Q76S 

31 

45 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

732U71 

198813 

5539 

1700 

733010 

200R1^ 

27^2 

18 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

1089622 

390U0 

1128662 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

181282 

16255 

3235 

185117 

l^iq 

1128 

78 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

2587O5 
 77167 

81 69 

45 

26687^ 

77212 

0 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

261800 

I960 

26376O 

"  Ho 

0 

oAN  PEDRO 

39061 

35 

39096 

110 

0 

VALLEJQ 

I8I3O5 

1652 

290 

I82957 

U067^ 

69 

35 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

i 

2795035  566265 

3L!2^83l  2299 

28613C0 

•544682 

^239 

176 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  SHIPPING-  EOaRD 

NEW  YORK 
NORFOLK 

6765 
207^0 

0 
0 

6765 

207  SO 

0 

^40 

0 
0 

TOTALS 

27515 

0 

27515 

340 

0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  New  York  office  inspected  for  the  U,  S% 
Lines  76,997  lbs.  of  fruit  and  238,352  lbs.,  of  vegetables,  of  which  total 
11,280  lbs.  were  rejected.    For  the  Munson  Linet  19,137  lbs.  of  fruit  and 
7^,269  lbs.  of  vegetables  were  inspected,  of  which  total  1,264  lbs.  were 
rejected. 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  3,200  lbs*  of  bread,  35O  lbs*  of 
butter,  and  13O  lbs,  of  cheese,  making  a  total  of  3*6^0  lbs*.. 

The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  and  accepted  23,360  lbs.  of  bread 
and  276  lbs.  of  rolls  for  the  Navy, 
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6 c .     IMPORTANT  MEETIUGS  IIT  FLORIDA. 

This  week's  ,JE,A.>3.  Hews"  carries  the  following  important  statement 
regarding  the  Fla,  situation! 

Adoption  of  the  "J.  S.  grades  for  citrus  fruits,,  with  slight  modi- 
fications, and  endorsement-  of  Government  inspection  at  shipping  points  were 
among  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  recent  convention  of  citrus  growers  and 
shippers  at  Orlando,  FIa,p  reuorts  Robert  Bier* 

According  to  newspaper  clippings*  the  high  spot  in  the  convention  was 
the  condemnation  "by  the  growers  of  the  i.o.b,  suction  plan  as  a  method  of 
seer.. ring  more  satisfactory  prices  for  fruit.     I'he  convention  saw  no  immediate 
hope  jf  discontinuing  the  auction  markets,  "but  recommended  the  gradual  with- 
drawal from  auction  marketing,  using  this  method  only  when  necessary* 

Following  an  address  "by  A.  D,  Miller ,  formerly  of  our  Fruit  and  Vege- 
table division  and  now  General  Manager  of  the  New  York  Fruit  Auction  Company, 
Considerable  criticism  was  expressed  "because  Florida  fruit  men  are  forced  to 
pay  a  higher  commission  than  California,  fruit  men',    A  resolution  was  passed 
to  the  effect  that  a  demand  should  he  made  of  the  New  York  company  for  a  fair 
price  to  he  established  for  all  kir.ds  of  fruit. 

In  his  letter*  dated  Orlando,  April  1I9  i/.r.  Bier  concludes:  nI  made 
a  talk  to  the  Fruitraen's  Club  Tuesday  evening  upon  inspection.     This  club 
represents  independent  shippers,  as  well  as  the  exchanges.    Its  function  has 
been  largely  that  of  getting  together  to  limit  c'bipments.    A  committee  of 
five  of  the  leading  shippers  was  appointed  as  a  result  of  the  meeting  to  take 
up  one  question  of  Government  inspection  and  certification  next  fail.  They 
desire  a  certificate  that  can  he  attached  to  each  bill  of  lading,  showing  the 
acid  test  of  their  fruit.     It  is  their  hope  that  this  will  help  in  lessening 
green-fruit  shipments." 

OFFICE  i'OTES: 

Hollie  E<  Rutland,  of  Florida,  has  been  appointed  a  Junior  Marketing 
Specialist  (F.&V.)  and  will  report  for  temporary  duty  in  the  Washington 
office  of  the  Market  News  Service  about  April  21.    Mr4  Rutland  has  had  three 
years'  high  school  work.    He  attended  Bailey  Military  Institute,  Greenwood*. 
S.C,  from  1913  to  1916  and  Georgia  Technical  College,  Atlanta, 'part  of  1918, 
He  has  had  considerable  experience  in  packing  and  shipping  watermelons, 
cantaloupes,  etc.    During  19 19  and  I.92O,  Mr,  Rutland  was  employed  as  a  sales- 
man for  Swift  and  Company  at  Moultrie,  Ga, ,  and  later  as  General  Field 
Inspector  for  the  Southwest  Georgia  Melon  Growers1  Association.    He  also  has 
served  as  Manager  for  the  Suwanee  Truckers'  Association,  and  was  associated 
with  the  North  American  Fruit  Fxchange  at  Macon,  Ga,     In  the  early  part  of 
last  year  he  was  in  charge  of  a,  cucumber  farm  at  \7i  11  is  ton,  Fla. ,  and  for  a 
few  months  was  employed  by  this  Bureau  as  a  cooperative  shipping-pein;; 
inspector  in  Georgia,    Mr.  Rutland  was  in  the  U,  S.  Naval  Reserve  from  1918 
to  1922, 

Mr,  Sherman  was  at  Hammond,  La.,  on  Thursday;  at  New  Orleans  today*, 
and  then  expects  to  proceed  to  Laredo,  Texas,  where  he  will  confer  with  repre- 
sentatives of  this  Division  handling  inspection  and  market  news  work*    He  ad- 
vises that  the  people  in  Mississippi  are  lining  up  for  inspection  of  a  large 
percentage  of  their  shipments  of  vegetables. 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

Mr.  Samson  wired  from  Portland  that  he  had  attended  meetings  of  the 
Oregon  Horticultural  Board  on  Monday  and  Tuesday;  that  he  would  he  in  Seattle 
on  Wednesday,  Yakima  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  then  go  to  Spokane, 

Page  ikA  of  last  we?k3s  "New  York  Packer"  carried  a  column - and -a-half 
report  on  the  Cincinnati  meeting  of  the  National  Basket  and  Fruit  Package 
Manufacturers1  Association*    At  the  session  held  cn  Thursday,  April  10,  "both 
Hi  A,  Spilman,  in  Charge  of  the  Enforcement  of  the  Standard  Container  Act, 
and  A,  E.  Foote,  standardization  expert  in  the  Dept.  of  Commerce,  delivered 
addresses  regarding  their  particular  lines  of  work,    One  of  the  results  of 
thio  convention  was  the  appointment  of  two  committees:  the  first  to  look  into 
the  possible  standardization  of  commercial  "baskets  (such  as  clothes  baskets 
and  hampers,  shopping  baskets,  etc.),  and  the  second  committee  to  devote  its 
attention  to  crate  standardization,    Mr,  Spilman  is  an  advisory  member  of  the 
second  committee. 


Note  the  following  changes  on  the  list  of  temporary  field  stations  of 
the  Market  News  Service:    WD,  Callanan  will  opeia.be  the  Chadbourn  office, 
and  W\  J,  Bertush*  who  was  to  have  gone  to  Chadbourn,  will  issue  market  re- 
ports at  Meggett,  S.C.    The  opening  dates  for  both  Meggett  and  Mobile  have 
been  postponed  a  few  days.    Four  additional  stations  are  listed  in  this  D*L« 
It  is  not  certain,  as  yet,  that  cabbage  reports  will  be  issued  at  Crystal  Spring. 

?«D,  Callanan,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Boston  office  of  the  News 
Service,  expects  to  leave  for  Washington  by  Monday,    He  will  spend  a  few  days 
in  the  local  office,  and  then  proceed  to  North  Carolina  and  later  Georgia, 
where  he  will  handle  market  reports  on  strawberries  and  peaches  respectively, 

H.S,  Stiles,  who  has  been  assisting  in  Boston  since  the  close  of  the 
Presqne  Isle  field  station,  wz.ll  remain  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  market 
reporting  work  in  thai  city. 

Preparatory  to  the  departure  of  O.D,  Miller  from  New  York  City, 
C..L.  Brown,  of  the  Rochester  office,  will  go  to  New  York  and  take  over  the 
news  work  for  the  next/months  or  until  a  permanent  successor  is  chosen  for 
Mr,  Millers  place.    Mr,  Brown  is  expected  to  reach  Washington  this  Saturday 
■from  Rochester.    He  will  remain  here  several  days  before  proceeding  to  New 
York  City, 

After  assisting  in  the  Atlanta  office  for  some  time,  S,W.  Russell  was 
transferred  to  New  York  last  week,  where  he  will  take  up  the  duties  previously 
handled  by  S.  D»  Main,  resigned,    Mr.  Russell  stopped  at  the  V,rashington  office 
last  Friday,     It  will  be  remembered  that  he  formerly  assisted  in  New  York  and, 
therefore,  is  acquainted  with  the  work  in  that  market, 

Vt'ord  has  just  been  received  that  J.R,  Duncan,  off  the  Salt  Lake  City  offic- 
has  returned  to  duty  after  an  absence  on  account  of  sickness  the  latter  part  of 
March  and  the  first  half  of  April, 

CORRECTION:     In  Par.  5b,  page  175  of  this  D.L.,  the  word  "currect" 
in  first  question  should  be  "current, " 
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OmCE  1TOTES;  (Continued) 

17.  H.  Hosier,  who  was  on  leave  at  Columbus,  stopped  at  the  Austin  office 
of  the  Texas  Radio  Market  Hews  Service  on  Wednesday  and  at  our  Laredo  office 
on  Thursday  en  route  to  his  new  assignment  at  Asherton,  where  he  will  issue 
market  reports  on  onions* 

Chas,  W,  Hauck  returned  to  Washington  Monday  morning,  after  spending 
April  10,  11  and  12  visiting  ITew  Jersey  tomato  canners  in  company  with 
D.  5,  Lilts,  Grades  and  Standards  Specialist  for  H.  J ,    Tentative  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  four  large  canners  of  tomatoes  and  tomato  products  in 
South  Jersey,  whereby  the  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  in  cooperation  with  this 
Bureau,  will  conduct  further  investigations  of  the  tentative  U,  S,  Grades  for 
cannery  tomatoes  during  the  coming  season.     It  is  planned  to  make  some 
extensive  tests  of  the  grades  under  actual  commercial  conditions  in  an  effort 
to  determine  their  practicability  and  to  learn  what  revisions,  if  any,  are 
needed  to  make  them  harmonize  with  good  commercial  practice* 

A  special  telegraphic  service  is  being  rendered  the  Hastings,  Fla, , 
field  station  by  our  ITew  fork  office.    Every  morning  at  8  o'clock,  Mr.  Miller 
dispatches  a  wire  to  Mr.  Scruggs,  giving  the  arrivals  of  Florida  potatoes  and 
the  opening  prices  that  day*    This  is  followed  later  by  the  usual  complete 
report  of  the  markets  through  the  Washington  office* 

James  A.  Marks  has  gone  from  Avoca,  H.  Y, ,  to  the  Pittsburgh  office, 
which  is  his  permanent  headquarters.    He  will  remain  in  Pittsburgh  until  about 
April  25t  when  he  starts  for  eastern  Tennessee,  to  supervise  shipping-point 
inspection  of  strawberries. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Mills,,  of  the  Washington  office,  lias  been  out  for  the  last 
10  days  on  account  of  illness..  In  her  absence,  Miss  Collier  is  handling  the 
fiscal  and  personnel  matters  of  the  Division,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Cridlin, 

Mrs.  E.  M,  Jenkins,  who  formerly  worked  for  Mr.  Robb  in  Room  52S,  is 
now  on  Mr,  Patton's  staff  and  is  located  in  Room  524»  succeeding  Miss  Watkins, 
who  was  transferred  to  Room  527 .    Miss  Cecelia  Bauraan,  until  recently  a 
member  of  Mr.  Fi she's  force,  is  now  located  in  the  Bureau  stenographic  pool* 

Since  closing  the  EI  Centro  field  station^  C,  E,  Schultz  has  gone  on 
two  weeks'  leave  at  his  home  in  Lindsay,  Calif.    He  can  be  reached,  however, 
through  out  Los  Angeles  office.    Beginning  the  latter  part  of  May,  Mr.  Schultz, 
assisted  by  G.  E*  Prince,  will  operate  the  Brawley  field  station  on  cantaloupes, 

Ho  Weekly  Hews  Letter  of  the  Florida  Inspection  Service  was  issued  this 
week.    The  final  big  issue  will  come  out  next  Monday,    Joseph  33,  Evers,  who 
has  been  the  editor  of  this  sheet-,  will  move  about  that  time  to  labile ,  Ala., 
where  he  will  operate  a  field  station  of  the  Market  Hews  Service,    The  Florida 
Hews  Letter  has  served  a  very  useful  purpose  in  keeping  the  various  Supervisors 
and  local  inspectors  informed  of  the  work  in  general  and  in  circulating 
necessary  instructions  regarding  the  Inspection  Service,    Its  most  interesting 
items  have  been  quoted  regularly  in  our  Division  Letter, 

R.  M.  Peterson  advises  that  all  his  mail  should  be  sent  to  P.O.  Pox  2kkt 
Leesburg,  Fla.,  rather  than  to  the  First  national  BankBldg,,  Leesburg. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGE  I  CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div,  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISIOIT  LETTER.  VOL._^,  NO.  17 
April  25,  JSmP 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     PROPOSAL  TO  "RAILROADIZE"  THE  RIVERS. 

One  or  two  letters  have  "been  received  from  the  Standard  Unit  Navi- 
gation Company,  St.  Louis  -  whose  trade  word  is  the  "SUhCO."  System  -  telling 
of  their  proposal  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  standardized  towboats  and  barges, 
to  be  operated  under  one  general  management  on  practically  all  of  the  inland 
waterways-.    The  towboats,  which  it  is  proposed  to  construct,  will  draw  as 
little  as  22  inches  of  water-.    The  barges  will  be  only  l6  feet  wide  and  50 
feet  long;  when  empty,   these  will  draw  only  12  inches  of  water,  and  one  more 
inch  for  each  additional  two  tons  of  cargo. 

The  letter  continues:   "'The  construction  and  method  of  propelling  our 
towboat  makes  it  possible  to  operate  in  water  not  much  deeper  than  its  draft. 
Our  plan  is  to  put  a  system  on  the  rivers  that  will,  in  its  operation,  re- 
semble in  practically  every  respect  the  operations  of  railroads.     In  other 
words,  we  are  going  to  1 railroadize '  the  rivers.     The  utilization  of  the 
towboats  and  barges  of  light  draft  and  short  length  makes  it  possible  to 
navigate  the  very  shallow  and  crooked  rivers,  which  today  are  considered  im- 
possible of  navigation.  ***  Our  engineers  have  found  it  very  practicable 
for  us  to  operate  on  the  Missouri  River  as  far  west  as  Fort  Benton,  Montana. 
We  can  penetrate  a  great  many  of  the  rivers  of  Texas  very  far  into  the  State, 
and  we  can  utilize  many  of  the  rivers  in  the  corn  and  wheat  districts  and 
fruit  areas  that  are  now  not  considered- navigable. " 

A  more  recent  letter,  dated  April  16,  says  in  part:   "You  can  appreci- 
ate that,  in  inaugurating  a  system  of  the  magnitude  of  this,  it  is  very 
necessary  for  us  to  study  conditions  from  every  angle.    We  must  also  endeavor 
to  serve  every  community  in  a  much  better  way  than  any  other  transportation 
system.    V/e  have  laid  out  a  refrigerating  system  which  we  believe  is  superior 
to  anything  now  in  operation  on  the  railroad. 

"Of  course,  one  of  our  principal  tonnages  will  be  grain,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  made  a  statement  in  his  address 
here  last  Friday  before  the  Mississippi  Valley  Foreign  Trade  Association 
that,  if  any  means  could  be  devised  that  would  save  the  American  miller  from 
%U$  to  15^  a  barrel  on  flour,  it  would  not  only  be  a  great  advantage  to  them, 
but  170 uld  be  the  salvation  of  the  American  farmer.    After  his  address,  the 
writer  called  this  fact  to  his  attention:     That  we  could  operate  from  Fort 
Benton,  Montana,  on  the  Missouri  River  to  the  G-ulf,  and  from  St.  Paul  and 
Chicago,  and  quoted  him  rates  from  intermediate  points  such  as  Davenport, 
Iowa,  and  Kansas  City.    We  showed  him  that,  by  a  through  water  rate  from  thee 
points,  it  would  save  the  American  farmer  from  6^  to  8^  a  bushel  on  wheat  and 
the  miller  from  12^  to  Up*  a  barrel  on  flour. 

"We  expect  to  have  a  meeting  here  on  April  2*+,  consisting  of  citizens 
from  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  other  northern  Mississippi  River  towns,  to 
establish  the  first  line  between  here  (St.  Louis)  and  St.  Paul.    Our  plan  is 
eventually  to  operate  on  approximately  l6,000  miles  of  rivers  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley.  11 

(Page  IS 5) 


186 


Division  Letter,  April  25,  192 U. 


2a.    THE  "PaPaY^"  -  3Y  QN2  WHO  luiQWS . 

It  is  notable  that  the  article  on  the  front  page  of  the  D.L.  for  April 
11  has  aroused  considerable  interest  among  out  readers,    W«  D,  Googe,  of  the 
Fort  worth  office, has  generously  contributed  the  following  defense  of  "the 
fair  papaw."     It  is  v/ell  north  reading;  outside  quotation  marks  are  omitted, 
because  of  the  numerous  inner  quotations: 

In  the  Division  Letter  of  April  11,  under  the  title  "An 

Aid  to  Digestion",  appears  an  interesting  description  of  "the  fair 
papaw,"  or  what  is  more  properly  and  more  commonly  known  in  the  West 
Indies  and  the  East  Indies  as  the  papaya.    Here  we  have  a  rather 
singular  case  of  a  scientific  name  of  a  plant  which  is  more  current 
among  those  familiar  with  the  plant  than  is  the  supposedly  popular 
name.    I  make  this  assertion  after  three  years  of  experience  in  the 
Philippines  and  one  year  in  the  West  Indies,  where  the  plant  and  its 
fruit  are  almost  universally  known  among  the  natives,  as  well  as  the 
Americans,  Britishers  and  other  foreigners,  by  its  scientific  name, 
the  papaya. 

It  has  been  unfortunate  for  the  peace  of  the  world  and  es- 
pecially for  convenience  in  conversation  while  traveling  abroad  that 
the  different  nations  have  insisted  upon  translating  proper  names  and 
native  terms  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  them  unrecognizable  by  those 
who  are  supposed  to  know  and  use  these  names  in  their  ever-day  life. 
To  me  it  seems  a  shame  that  our  school  children  are  taught  that  Naples 
is  a  leading  seaport  of  Italy,  that  Vienna  is  the  capital  of  Austria, 
that  Lisbon  is  in  Portugal,  etc.,  because  later  in  life,  if  they  should 
travel  in  these  countries,  they  might  be  surprised  to  learn  that  those 
who  live  there  had  never  heard  of  such  places.    Among  the  Portuguese 
it  is  Lisboa  (not  Lisbon);  among  the  Austrians  it  is  Wien  (not  Vienna), 
and  among  the  Italians  Napoli  (not  Naples)  is  a  leading  port  of  Italia 
(not  Italy),    My  experience  convinces  me  that  practically  no  one  in  the 
East  or  West  Indies  ever  calls  a  "papaya"  a  "papaw,"  and  any  one  doing 
so  would  be  immediately  spotted  as  a  tourist  or  a  new  arrival .  from 
England. 

The  description  of  the  papaya  given  in  the  article  is  a  good 
one.    The  fruit  resembles  our  muskmelon  very  much  in  appearance,  but 
its  taste  is  decidedly  different.     It  should  not  be  a  pity  to  add  the 
statement  that  it  is  "more  wholesome  than  palatable,"  for  such  a  statement 
need  not  be  construed  to  depreciate  its  palatable  qualities  but  rather  to 
accentuate  its  wholesomeness .     I  think  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  thousands 
of  Americans  wbo  have  lived  in  those  countries,  when  I  say  that  there  is 
nothing  more  toothsome  for  a  tropical  breakfast  than  half  a  ripe,  juicy 
papaya,  pre-cooled  overnight  in  an  icebox.    To  get  the  most  enjoyment  out 
of  eating  this  fruit  for  breakfast,  it  is  customary  to  sprinkle  on  it  a  few 
drops  of  lemon  juice  and  some  sugar,  while  many  prefer  it  with  salt  and 
pepper  just  as  cantaloupes  are  generally  eaten.    Concerning  its  wholesome 
qualities  there  is  no  question.    The  Bureau  of  Chemistry  of  the  Philippines 
has  made  many  successful  experiments  in  extracting  pepsin  from  the  fruit, 
while  some  of  our  leading  drug  manufacturers  ( Parke-Davis  Co.)  have  found 
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it  a  commercially  profitable  process. 

Even  though  it  might  be  possible  to  import  it  into  the  United  States, 
it  would  certainly  have  to  be  "pushed"  to  become  popular,  just  a.S-.  any 
other  strange  commodity  has  to  be  introduced,    uy  recollection  is  that  it  is 
exceedingly  delicate  and  will  not  stand  much  handling  after  it  begins  to 
ripen.    But,  if  brought  into  this  country  on  a  commercial  scale>  I  believe 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  would  do  no  more  than  .justice  to  the  fruity 
as  well  as  to  the  public,  by  calling  it  the  "papaya,"  not  the  "papaw"  or 
"pawpaw"  which  is  altogether  another  fruit  known  in  many  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

3a.     IIr  "CROPS.  ALlQ  MARKETS"  PGR  aPB.lL  Is: 

Page         -  Special  paragraph  on  Potatoes  in  weekly  review. 
2^7  -  Onions  in  ITorth  Texas,  -  by  V. .  D,  Googe. 

-  Additional  Field  Stations  to  be  Opened. 

-  Heavy  Potato  Shipments  from  --ichigan,  -  by  3,  H.  Shoemaker. 

-  Texas  Onions  --oviiig,  -  by  A,  P.  ?mgh. 
251  -  Shipping-Point  Inspections  in  the  West. 

Ha.     APPLES  TRANSPORTED  3Y  ..BRI^L  Ca3LE. 

The  front-page  article  in  the  D.L.  for  April  h  mentioned  an  American 
orchard  on  a  mountain-top,  from  which  the  apples  are  shipped  by  an  aerial 
cable  to  the  railway  staion  below,    Dr.  E.  P.  Gould,  of  B.P.I. ,  sent  a  letter 
of  inquiry  to  the  Idaho  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  and  obtained  this  additional 
information  from  the  Director  of  that  Bureau: 

"It  is  a  fact  that  the  Mesa  Orchard  Company  near  Council,  Idaho, 
which  is  about  30  miles  north  of  v/eiser,  is  an  orchard  of  considerable 
proportion;  in  fact,  it  is  the  largest  orchard  which  we  have  in  the  State 
aiyl  one  of  thelargest  in  the  Northwest*    They  convey  their  fruit  and  ail 
supplies  from  packing  house  to  the  shipping  pointy  which  is  about  three 
and  a -half  miles,  by  an  aerial  cable,    Attached  to  this  cable  are  iron 
baskets,  which  carry  eight  boxes  of  apples  each,  and  there  are  30  of 
these  baskets  over  the  entire  system.    This  makes  it  possible  for  them 
to  lead  a  car  of  apples  in  about  two  hours'  time*    It  is  very  unique  in 
its  construction  and  seems  to  be  efficient  in  its  operation,  although 
I  have  questioned  many  times  the  economy  of  the  preposition  when  the  up- 
to-date  motor  trucks  are  considered.    This,  of  course,,,  was  installed  and 
put  in  operation  before  we  had  the  auto  trucks  of  the  present  time. 

''Thcv  convey  coal,  box  shocks,  nails,  paper,  and  all  such  supplies 
with  this  system.,    It  is  operated  by  electricity.    There  are  many  places 
in  the  Northw*est  where  wheat  is  transferred  by  the  aerial  tramways,  but 
this  is  the  only  one  I  know  of  being  used  for  the  handling  of  fruit. 
I  have  seen  in  various  places  the  same  system  used  for  handling  ore  at 
the  mine's 0" 
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j     LAEKZT  JEV/o  SERVICE  .[ 

Id .     USE  OF  LOCAL  ADDRESSES  PL  BULLET  III  EilVELOPZS. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  delay  occasioned  by  having  improperly  addressed 
envelopes  returned  to  this  office  and,  through  this  office,  to  the  branch 
offices,  it  is  requested  that  hereafter  each  branch  office  stamp  its  local 
address  on  envelopes  used  in  the  circularization  of  mailing  lists,  and  also 
on  envelopes  containing  the  first  two  or  three  reports  sent  to  a  new  name  on 
the  list.    This  is  in  accordance  with  instructions  issued  to  all  Divisions 
by  C.  W.  Kitchen,  Business  Manager  of  the  Bureau. 

2b.    BROADCASTING  THE  WEEKLY  REVIEW. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  market  stations  receiving  the  weekly  market 

review  from  Washington  are  now  marking  the  important  parts  of  the  review  and 

furnishing  these  marked  copies  to  certain  broadcasting  stations  in  their 

respective  territories. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  that  the  following  letter,  recently  received  by 

Mr.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  refers  to  the  weekly  review,  but  it  sounds 

as  if  it  relates  to  that  material.    The  letter  is  from  E.  S.  Keene,  Dean  of 

Mechanic  Arts,  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College:  - 

"I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  recent  bulletin 
on  the  review  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  market.    A  considerable  part 
of  the  information  was  used  in  our  weekly  broadcast  having  to  do  with 
market  conditions.     The  potato  market  in  this  region  is  a  subject  of 
considerable  interest,  and  anything  that  has  to  do  with  this  commodity 
is  listened  to  with  great  attention.    The  other  items  marked,  as 
apples,  onions,  etc.,  are  of  course  of  minor  interest,  but  I  am  glad 
to  use  them.    I  wish  to  thank  you  for  these  bulletins,  and  assure  you 
of  our  appreciation. 11 

3b .    FEATURES  OE  REPORTS  AT  LAREDO,  TEXAS. 

The  first  few  onion  reports  received  from  the  Laredo  field  station  carry 
some  unique  features.    At  the  top  of  the  front-page  stencil,  Mr.  Prugh  has 
traced  a  large  circle,  inside  of  which  is  an  outline  map  of  Texas.    Words  and 
arrows  indicate  on  this  map  the  exact  location  of  the  three  sections,  - 
Upper  Counties,  Laredo,  and  the  Gulf  Coast.     The  cooperating  factors  also  are 
named  at  the  head  of  all  reports,  as  follows:    Texas  Markets  and  Warehouse 
Department;  University  of  Texas  Radio  Division;  Signal  Corps,  U.  S,  Army; 
Laredo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Webb  County  Onion  Growers. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  market  information,  the  first  bulletin  con- 
tained the  latest  crop  estimates  for  Bermuda  and  Creole  onions  in  California, 
Louisiana  and  Texas;  the  second  report  carried  a  statement  about  Federal-State 
inspection  at  shipping  points  and  printed  the  revised  U.  S.  grades  for  Bermuda 
onions.    On  the  third  report  appeared  a  complete  tabulation  of  last  year's 
onion  shipments  by  counties  and  stations  in  Texas,  showing  the  monthly  move- 
ment.   The  fourth  bulletin  published  a  copy  of  a  complete  certificate  of  in- 
spection on  a  car  of  Texas  Bermudas,  the  shipper1 s  name  alone  being  omitted. 
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kh .     OLD  POTATOES  SOLD  AS  Egg  STOCK. 

In  line  with  G,  C.  Bay ley's  article  in  Par.  lb  of  the  D,  L.  for  March 
2o,  the  following  letter  was  received  from  W»  H,  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office, 
regarding  the  custom  of  dealers  passing  old  potatoes  for  new: 

"Perhaps  you  are  aware  that,  in  Chicago  and  some  of  the  other 
large  cities,  certain  dealers  make  a  practice  of  selling  old  Bliss 
Triumph  potatoes  for  new  stock.    For  the  past  two  or  three  years  they 
have  "been  getting  away  with  this  very  nicely,  and  the  practice  is 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  here  in  Chicago.     It  is  safe  to  say  that 
fully  one-half  of  the  grocery  stores  in  Chicago  are  advertising  old 
Bliss  Triumphs  as  new  potatoes,  charging  anywhere  from  five  to  ten 
cents  per  pound  for  this  stock, 

"The  wholesale  operators  are  receiving  at  the  present  time  $3-00 
to  ^3^25  per  cwt.  for  medium  to  small- size  Triumphs  from  Nebraska, 
The  reason  for  these  unusually  high  prices  is  quite  obvious.     I  believe 
most  of  the  retail  grocers  are  not  aware  that  they  are  selling  old 
potatoes  for  new,  but  the  dealers  most  certainly  know  tlfj^s  and  are 
quite  frank  in  their  conversation  regarding  these  transactions,  often 
joking  among  themselves  about  the  prices  they  are  able  to  get  for  stock 
which  a  few  years  ago  went  begging,  as  compared  with  good  white  stock. 
They  argue  that,  if  the  public  is  so  gullible  and  easily  hoodwinked,  it 
does  not  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  potatoes  are  perfectly  good  and  no 
physical  harm  is  done. 

"Last  year  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  started  an  investigation  of 
what  they  termed  misbranding  or  selling  of  goods  under  false  pretense, 
but  it  appears  that  nothing  definite  came  of  this  investigation,  as 
the  practice  is  growing.     I  am  rather  surprised  that  the  southern 
growers  of  new  potatoes  have  not  taken  up  this  matter,  for  the  practice 
is  undoubtedly  proving  injurious  to  the  new  potato  deal,  and  just  as 
long  as  it  is  allowed  to  run  uninterrupted  it  will  become  an  increasing 
menace  to  the  growers  and  dealers  of  new  potatoes," 

5b  •     'MARKET  ffis  AND  CROP  NOTES . 

J.  G.  Scott,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  has  been  assisting  Mr.  Biddle 
in  a  publicity  program  for  market  news  in  the  Philadelphia  district.    The  fol- 
lowing letter  of  April  17  from  Mr.  Scott  tells  first  of  this  campaign,  and 
then  of  crop  conditions  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland: 

"During  the  past  week  or  so  we  have  put  on  a  campaign,  so  to 
speak,  in  an  effort  to  line  up  the  county  newspapers  in  this  section 
and  get  them  to  carry  our  reports,  preferably  a  weekly  review  of  some 
form.    Mr.  Sherburne,  of  the  New  Jersey  Bureau  of  Markets,  is  helping 
us  on  the  New  Jersey  papers,  while  in  Maryland,  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania 
we  have  asked  the  various  County  Agents  to  put  the  matter  up  to  their 
papers. 

"It  is  our  aim  to  get  at  least  one  reliable  newspaper  in  each 
county  to  carry  a  weekly  write-up  on  the  Philadelphia  market.    We  have 
decided  to  give  this  service  regardless  of  when  the  paper  is  published, 
even  if  we  must  write  an  article  every  day  in  order  to  reach  them.  To 
start  them  off  and  at  the  same  time  to  advertise  various  phases  of  the 
work,  we  released  the  two  articles,  given  on  the  enclosed  yellow  sheets, 
one  day  this  week.    The  'Public  Ledger'  of  this  city  published  them,  as 
you  will  see  from  the  clipping.     I  am  sorry  that  the  'Ledger'  used  my 
name  in  connection  with  it,  however,    (continued  over) 
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"Cur  latest  request  for  press  service  is  from  the  'Norristown 
Daily  Register, 1  and  by  the  end  of  next  week  we  expect  to  be  serving 
the  'Salisbury  (kd.)  Advertiser1  and  'Wicomico  Hews.1    This  is  one  of 
the  largest  papers  down  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

"Latest  reports  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  state  that 
the  outlook  for  peaches  is  very  good,  with  a  slight  increase  in  pro- 
duction.   Many  growers  are  to  try  asparagus  and  lettuce  in  place  of 
sweet  potatoes  and  cantaloupes.     Strawberries  came  through  the  winter 
in  good  shape,  but  heavy  spring  rains  recently  have  not  helped  them 
any.    However,  if  they  have  good  growing  weather  from  now  on^a  good 
crop  is  ejected.    One  report  gives  the  estimated  production  for  lower 
Maryland  and  Delaware  at  4,000  cars.    Tomatoes  around  Salisbury  will 
be  increased  about  20fo  this  season.    Most  farmers  are  using  the  wilt- 
resistant  varieties." 

6b .    RADIO  AIT  ECONOMIC  AID  TO  EARNER. 

Below  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  press  releases  put  out  by  the  Philadelphia 
office.     It  is  referred  to  in  Mr.  Scott's  letter,  in  the  item  just  above  this: 

"Tot  only  is  radio  affording  amusement  to  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  country  people  every  night,  but  it  has  proven  a  real  economic  asset 
as  well. 

"Picture  two  farmers,  tilling  adjoining  tracts  of  land  'way  out 
in.  the  country  somewhere.    One  has  a  radio  set  and  keeps  up  with  market 
conditions,  sports,  the.  latest  music  and  current  events.    Which  will 
make  the  most  money  and  raise  the  most  intelligent  family?    Sight  here 
within  the  radio  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  there  are  hundreds  of  up-to- 
date  farmers  who  can  answer  this  from  personal  experience, 

"The  radio  farmer  knows  the  time  and  market  upon  which  to  sell 
his  crop  at  the  best  figure.    The  regular  reports  sent  out  by  the 
Weather  Bureau  have  become  a  real  necessity  to  him.     In  addition  to 
this,  the  radio  has  proven  its  worth  as  an  agency  of  pleasure  and 
mental  recreation  to  the  dullness  of  farm  life.    The  farm  no  longer 
means  isolation  to  the  young  folks;  they  can  tune  in  on  the  city 
theatres  and  spend  an  evening  of  real  enjoyment.    At  this  time,  when 
so  many  persons  are  leaving  the  farms,  the  radio  has  come  in  and 
established  itself  as  an  important  contribution  to  the  contentment  of 
rural  life. 

"In  this  section  there  are  a  dozen  or  more  stations  which  broad- 
cast music  and  educational  programs.    The  market  reports,  issued  by 
•  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  are  broadcast  by 
Stations  WEI  and  WIP  in  Philadelphia  and  Station  WJZ  in  New  York." 

The  second  press  release  from  Philadelphia  asks  for  suggestions  from 
radio  fans  as  to  -changes  in  the  Philadelphia  radio  program. 

READ  "TEE  B.A.E.  IT317S"  REGULARLY-. 
Its  contents  are  always  good,  but  this  week  it  carries 
quite  a  number  of  exceptionally  interesting  items. 
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7b .      KOBE  A30uT  TBS  FOOT  AH)  kOUTX  DISEASE . 

C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  wrote  as  follows  in 
a  letter  of  April  15: 

"The  foot  and  mouth  disease  epidemic  has  not  only  caused  a 
depression  in  the  consumption  of  meats  and  neat  products,  out  dealers  and 
shippers  of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  complaining  that  it  has  materially 
injured  the  demand  for  their  wares.    Although  people  are  advised  that  there 
is  no  danger  in  eating  the  meats  offered  at  the  retail  markets,  the 
retailers  state  that  the  demand  has  fallen  off  over  25  per  cent.    It  would 
appear  that  the  local  demand  for  fruits  and  vegetables  would  be  stimulated, 
but  dealers  in  this  line  are  also  complaining,  and  evidently  the  people  are 
going  through  a  period  of  fasting. 

"Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  are  unconditionally  shut  out  by 
New  Mexico,  Idaho,  Arizona  and  I\~evada.    Washington  and  Oregon  require 
fumigation  of  all  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  a  certificate  to  the  effect 
that  produce  originated  in  an  area  free  from  infection.    Utah  requires  that 
fruits  and  vegetables  be  certified  to  have  originated  in  an  area  free  from 
infection, by  State  or  Federal  representatives. 

"Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  "Wyoming  and  Nevada  require  fumigation 
of  farm  laborers,  unless  the"  can  produce  an  affidavit  to  the  effect  that 
the"  have  not  been  in  the  affected  area.    Arizona  has  gone  so  far  as  to 
prohibit  automobiles  from  California  to  cross  the  State  line.  Considering 
the  entire  epidemic,*  it  is  proving  a  barrier  to  industry  in  almost  every 
line." 

ob.     coi::oyys'  pit  the  eoiee  larxlt  reports. 

On  page  k  of  this  week's  "B.A.S.ITews"  is  a  most  interesting  letter, 
commenting  on  the  condition  of  bee  colonies  in  the  *7est.  The  "English"  usee, 
in  this  letter  is  fascinating.    Read  it  for  yourself;  see  what  you  make  of  it. 

The  Kansas  City  office  has  been  circularizing  its  mailing  list  for 
the  market  reports  on  honey,  and  has  received  a  number  of  replies  almost  as  in- 
teresting as  the  letter  quoted  in  the  "3  .A.E.l'ews . "      One  of  these  is  from  a 
woman  in  California,  and  is  quoted  verbatim  belows: 

"As  now  Reports  come  from  sources  whoes  sole  aim  is  to  keep 
koney  prices  to  as  low  as  level  as  posabls,  the  honey  buyer •  These 
reports  are  a  detrement  to  the  bee  industry  or  an:;  other  industry  reported 
as"  the:-  have  a  tendency  to  keep  price  to  the  lowest  poasble  level  merchants 
will  not  pay  any  more  than  these  reports  and  as  thes  reports  are  all^a-fS 
given  in  the  lowest  posable  prices  by  those  who  are  interested  in  keeping 
the  prices  down  it  is  a  detrement  to  the  bee  industry    Bee  men  are  dis- 
couraged and  let  tin  there  bee  die  rather  then  keep  them  fedd  as  there  is 
no  profits  in  return  for  their  upkeep.    These  reports  are  the  oause  of  all 
the  lor:  prices  in  the  farming  line." 

On  top  of  all  this,  the  subscriber  in  question  says  "Yes, "-she 
desires  the  honey  reports  continued  to  her  address. 

9b.      ADDITIONAL  FIELD  STATION  SUIO.ARY. 

A  few  days  ago,  there  were  distributed  to  interested  persons  copies 
of  "The  South  Texas  3ermuda  Onion  Summary  Season  of  1923, "  hy  V.  D.  Callanan. 
Additional  copies  can  be  obtained  from  the  Washington  office. 
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iob,     ^broccoli"  pro:.;  :ie:~  jzrszy. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  lately  in  classifying 
the  reports  of  carlot  shipments  of  "broccoli"  from  ITew  Jersey.    P.  U,  Pat  ton 
went  to  Landisville  and  vicinity,  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  until  a  final 
decision  is  reached  these  shipment  reports  will  be  temporarily  disregarded. 
In  a  rare  on  Wednesday,  Llr,  Patton  advised:  "Broccoli  cut  about  eight  inches 
long.    Shipped  in  bunches.    Has  very  small  head,  probably  half -inch  diameter." 
0.  D.  Killer,  of  the  New  York  office,  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of 
April  23:- 

"This  city  has  received  no  shipments  of  this  commodity  in 
straight  carlots,  but  a  considerable  amount  is  being  received  in  less-than- 
carlots . 

"In  a  list  of  receipts  which  we  have  been  carrying  on  our  daily 
reports,  we  have  not  included  Her;  Jersey  broccoli'  with  that  from  Oregon, 
which  we  have  been  grouping  with  California  cauliflower.    The  broccoli 
arriving  here  from  Oregon  and  California  is  practically  the  same  vegetable 
as  cauliflower,  but  the  commodity  termed  'broccoli 1  arriving  here  from 
Hew  Jersey  and  Virginia  is  a  vegetable  very  much  on  the. order  of  turnip 
greens,    I  have  instructed  our  people  to  include  receipts  of  the  latter 
under  the  heading  of  'mixed  greens »•    Beet  tops  and  turnip  tops  are  other 
commodities  which  we  are  including  under  this  heading. 

"Eecent  reports  of  shipments  of  cauliflower,  included  with  the 
shipments  of  other  commodities  relayed  from  Washington,  have  included  a 
number  of  cars  of  ITew  Jersey  stock.    Since  you  are  grouping  Oregon  broccoli 
with  California  cauliflower  under  the  heading  of  'cauliflower,  1  I  assume 
that  these  'cauliflower*  shipments  from  ITew  Jersey  are  'broccoli,'      If  so, 
they  are  simply  the  commodity  resembling  turnip  greens,  which  I  have 
mentioned  above.    Including  shipments  of  this  commodity  from  iTew  Jersey 
with  the  other  cauliflower  shipments  has  been  a  source  of  considerable 
confusion  to  some  of  our  subscribers  here,  and  we  have  been  questioned 
about  this  a  number  of  times  within  the  last  few  days.    I  hardly  know  what 
to  recommend  in  order  to  overcome  this  difficulty,  but  I  suggest  you  either 
include  New  Jersey  'broccoli'  with  mixed  vegetables  or  report  it  as 
'broccoli  greens, 1  but  continue  to  include  Oregon  broccoli  -ith  cauliflower, 
as  that  practice  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  trade." 

lib.      PI  SI?.  I  BUI  10"  OZ  ILPZRIAl  ".-.11 ZY  IZ1ZUCZ . 

Final  destinations  were  obtained  by  C  Z.  Schultz  on  all  cars  of 
Imperial  Valley  lettuce  shio-oed  between  January  3  and  April  10.    Of  approximately 
8,300  cars  marketed  during  "that  time,  more  than  5,2CO  went  to  the  12  leading 
cities  listed  below: 

Pittsburgh  231  cars       Detroit  193  cars 

Buffalo.  237    11  San  Francisco  191  " 

Kansas  City.  236    "  Portland....  182  " 

Baltimore.  195    11  St. Louis  171  11 


Chicago   196^  cars 

New  York   7U7  " 

Los  Angeles ....  U73  " 
Phi  lad  elph  i  a . . .    3U3  " 


El.  W.  STILL'.TELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
419  Federal  Bldg, 

S95 

l 

1 

R .  H .  Sho  emaker 

Potatoes 
Apples  * 
Onions  * 

Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 
Oct.  19 

May  10 
Nov.  15* 
Jan.  30* 

ORLANDO,  FLA,** 
Angebilt  Hotel 

9^0 

Robert  Bier 

Citrus 
fruit 

Jan.  lb 

May  1 

HAMMOND,  LA. 
P.O. Bldg. 

802 

R.  H.  Lamb 

Berries 

Apr.  1 

May  3(?) 

HASTINGS,  FLa. 
Byrd  Bldg. 

851 

F.  H.  Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Apr,  14 

May  20 

LAREDO,  TEXAS* *  ' 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

801 

A.  E,  Prugh 

Onions 

Apr.  14 

May  10 

ASHERTON,  TEXAS  ** 

804 

\7.  H.  Mosier 

Onions 

Apr.  23 

May  20 

The  following  stations  probably  rail  oben  or.  nates  indicated: 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.** 

858 

"J,  J.  Bertush 

Cabbage 
Potatoes 

Apr.  30 

May  10 

May  15 
June  10 

MOBILE,  ALA.** 

92*4 

■J.  D.  Evers 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Apr.  28 
May  15 
May  15 

May  31 
June  25 
June  25 

CHADBOURN,  N.  C.** 

so  5 

V.  D.  Callanan 

Berries 

May  1 

.  May  20 

JUDSONIA,  ARK, 

£5b 

R.  L.  Sutton 

Berries 

May  5 

May  31 

RIPLEY,  TSB&$i 

806 

R.  H,  Lamb 

Berries 

May  5 

May  31 

BQWblM  GREEN,  KY. 

859 

Unas  signed 

Berries 

May  12 

May  31 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS, 

809 

Unas signed 

Cabbag  e 
Tomatoes 

May  15 
June  1 

June  10 
June  30 

MONETT,  MO. 

857 

Unas signed 

Berries 

May  19 

June  14 

BRA'JLSY,  CALI^ 

808 

C.  E.  Schultz 
G.  E.  Prince 

1 

Cants. 

May  26 

1 
i 

July  12 

*  Reports  discontinued.  **  State  Dept . cooperating. 

Tem-norqry  Assignments: 

R.  M.  Peterson  )  Tq  Florida  for  inspection  work, 

G.  A.  DeHaven    )  F 

G.  E.  Prince  in  Los  Angeles  office. 

C.  E.  Schultz,  c/o  Los  Angeles  office. 

C,  L.  Brown  in  Hew  York  City  after  May  1, 
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I      INSPECTION  SERVICE  1 

lc,     BERI/IUDA  ONION  INSPECTIONS. 

Wires  from  Mr.  Sherman,  at  Laredo,  request  that  particular  attention 
of  the  receiving-point  Inspectors  be  called  to  the  definition  6f  seed  stems 
under  the  revised  Bermuda  onion  grades.     Soft  seed  stems  are  not  excluded 
from  U,  S.  Grade. No.  1.     I  have  asked  for  samples  to  show  just  what  onions 
are  being  passed  in  Laredo  and  what  are  being  thrown  out  of  the  No,  1  Grade, 

Mr,  Sherman  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  shipping-point 
inspectors  pour  back  their  samples  on  the  tops  of  the  crates.    If  such- 
crates  should  be  selected  by  the  receiving-point  Inspectors,  they  might  show 
an  improper  percentage  of  small  or  defective  onions  when  the  top  of  the 
crate  only  is  inspected.    It  is  advisable,  for  this  reason,  to  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  crates  rather  than  to  take  the  sample  from  the  top  layers  only. 

Request  has  also  been  made  for  samples  of  noticeably  pink  onions, 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  distribute  these  within  the  next  few  days,  so  that  the 
certificates  at  shipping  and  receiving  points  may  be  based  on  similar  inter- 
pretations of  the  grade  specifications, 

2c.     THOROUGH  INSPECTIONS. 

Attention  of  all  Inspectors  is  called  again  to  the  importance  of 
absolute  thoroughness  in  inspection  work.    Every  case  on  which  an  Inspector 
is  called  to  testify  in  court  or  to  produce  a  copy  of  certificate  emphasizes 
the  necessity  for  attention  to  details,     Such  matters  an 'method  of  loading, 
tightness  of  pack,  temperature  of  different  parts  of  load,  and  number  of 
packages  examined,  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  decisions  in    such  cases. 
Our  notes  must  be  complete  and  certificate  statements  must  be  consistent, 

Attention  to  such  details  requires  time,    No  Inspector  should 
sacrifice  accuracy  for  the  sake  of  speed.    The  service  has  never  been  seriously 
criticized  because  of  work  which  it  did  not  do,  but  Inspectors  have  been 
criticized,  and  justly  so,  for  work  which  was  not  thoroughly  done.    TThen  a 
man  attempts  to  make  more  than  ten  inspections  a  day,  he  is  inclined  to 
neglect  important  details.    This  is  especially  true  where  the  Inspector 
has  to  look  after  clerical  details,  in  addition  to  his  inspection  work* 
Only  under  exceptional  circumstances  and  in  the  case  of  products  which  can 
be  easily  inspected    should  more  than  ten  cars  a  day  be  attempted.    Do  not 
let  your  desire  to  accommodate  the  trade,  or  your  desire  to  make  m  good 
monthly  showing  for  your  office,  lead  you  into  attempting  more  than  you  can 
do  properly, 

3c.     INSPECT I01T  gORg  AT  \7INTER  HAVEN. 

Chas.  Brooks,  a  cooperative  inspector  now  stationed  at  Winter  Haven, 
Ela. ,  states  that  the  inspection  service  stands  in  high  favor  at  that  point. 
For  the  next  four  weeks  I'r.  Brooks  says  that  he  will  be  making  inspections  of 
at  least  20  cars  of  citrus  fruit  per  week. 
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Uc;     CREASING  OF  ORANGES. 

In  response  to  my  request,  Br,  D,H.  Rose  has  prepared  the  following 
article  on  the  creasing  of  oranges.     Such  oranges  are  not  admitted  to  any 
recongnized  grades  at  shipping  points,  both  "because  of  their  appearance 
and  because  of  their  susceptibility  to  decay, 

"Attention  of  Inspectors  is  called  to  creasing  of  Florida  oranges 
which  are  now  being  Marketed*    This  is  a  condition  which  occurs  anywhere  on 
the  fruit  as  sunken  streaks  or  creases,  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  or  more  long 
and  usually  not  more  than  an  eighthof  an  inch  wide.    The  creases  are  some- 
times very  slight  and  barely,  distinguishable,  sometimes  so  markedly  sunken 
that  they  appear  as  positive  wrinkles  or  furrows.     Sometimes  the  injury 
occurs  not  as  a  crease  but  as  an  irregularly- shaped  depression  large  enough 
to  receive  the  end  of  a  finger  or  thumb.    The  peel  over  the  sunken  part  may 
show  no  color  change  at  all,  or  it  may* be  faintly  gray  to  yellowish-green, 

"Creasing  is  found  on  both  Florida  and  California  oranges,  on  any 
variety,  and  at  any  time  of  the  year.     It  is  thought  to  be  due  to  changes  in 
the  weather;  that  is,  from  wet  to  dry  or  vice  versa,  the  latter  probably 
causing  the  most  trouble.     Such  changes  seem  to  set: up  strains  in  the  fruit 
which  bring  about  a  cracking  of  the  inner  white  portion  of  the  peel.  The 
outer  orange-colored  portion  remains  intact,  as  a  covering  over  the  crack. 
This  condition  can  be  best  understood  by  carefully  cutting  the  creased  peel 
in  a  plane,  a's  nearly  parallel  as  possible  to  the  pulp  but  without  cutting 
the  latter,     There  will  then  be  exposed  a  narrow  strip  of  the  outside  of  the 
pulp,  lying  'between  two  ragged  edges  .'of  the  white  ^part  of  the  peel, — a  pulp 
'river'  between  ''banks'  of  white  peel.    Consequently,  in  a  lot  of  oranges, 
some  of  which' show  creasing,  careful  cutting  will  show  that  slight,  invisible 
creasing  (the  cracks  described  above)  occurs,  in  other  oranges  of  the  same 
lot,    It 'seems  likely  that  such  creasing  becomes  visible  through  the  drying 
out  ,and-  collapsing  of  the  'thin  covering  over  the  cracks  in  the  white  part 
of  the  peel* 

"This  leads  to  another  possibility,  namely,  -that     .creasing  may  become 
evident  in  high  percentage  during  the  marketing  process  on  fruit  which  at 
picking  time  showed  very  little  of  it,    Mr,  Newton,  of  New  Orleans,  reports 
that,  he  recently  examined  a  let  of  oranges  in  which  there  was  20%  of  creasing, 
He  held  a  number  of  apparently  sound  specimens  from  this  lot  for  several  days 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  time,  $0%  of  these  showed  creasing, 

"In  oranges  that  show  only  mild  creasing,  the  pulp  beneath  the  creases 
is  apparently  unaffected.    But-  in  oranges  showing  the  marked  furrows  or  the 
large  irregular  depressions  mentioned  above,  the  pulp  underlying  such  places 
is  often  dry  to  the  depth  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  there  is  more 
or  less  separation  of  the  juice  sacks," 

It  is  evident,  from  the  above  description  of  this  defect,  that  it  may 
generally  be  classed  with  those  defects  which  may  develop  in  transit,  and  it 
•should  be  so  treated  when  making  reinspections  or  "inspections  for  condition 
only,"    If  the  creases  are  so  deep  that  the  pulp  is  affected,  they  may  be 
considered  as  grade  defects,  for  it  is  unlikely  that  they  co-illd  have  developed 
in  transit 4  *■'•■«          .  ■ 
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The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  Florida  News  Letter: 

5c .    CITRUS  GROWERS  ADOPT  U.S.  GRADES  AMD  INSPECTION. 

In  addition  to  the  information  given  in  Par*  6c  of  the  last  D.L,  re- 
garding the  important  meeting  held  at  Orlando  on  April  S  and  9»  at  which 
the  citrua  growers  and  shippers  passed  resolutions  favoring  the  U.  S,  grades 
and  inspection,  the  following  interesting  comments  are  published  in  the 
Florida  News  Letter: 

A  good  thing  advertises  itself.    This  is  well  brought  out  by  the  great 
amount  of  publicity  that  has  been  given  shipping-point  inspection  wock  the 
past  two  months.    The  following  quotation  has  been  taken  from  an  article  in 
"The  Florida  Grower  , "  written  by  D,  C,  Gillett,  an    official  of  the  Florida 
Citrus  Exchange: 

"To  make  it  possible  for  all  marketing  agencies  of  citrus  fruits  in 
Florida  to  come  under  one  head,  it  would  be  of  prime  importance  to  agree  on 
certain  market  standards  of  fruit  quality,  and  the  inspectors  having  control 
over  the  passing  of  fruit  put  out  by  various  packing  houses  should  not  rest 
with  any  one  of  these  individual  agencies*    Not  even  the  Florida  Citrus  Ex- 
change may  be  said  to  be  qualified  to  do  this, for,  in  fact,  this  is  a  real 
Government  job, 

"There  is  no  question  but  that  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  U»S,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  i£  approached  in  a  proper  manner  and  receiving  the 
proper  financial  support  from  the  Florida  marketing  agencies,  would  provide 
for  these  standards  and  train  and  furnish  the  necessary  inspectors  to  see 
that  these  fruit  standards  were  maintained  and  carried  out.    In  fact,  every 
box  of  Florida  oranges  going  out  of  the  State  into  interstate  commerce  should 
be  stamped  under  seal  in  exactly  the  same  way  that  Government  inspectors 
pass  meat  products  at  the  various  authorized  packing  plants. 

"Every  box  should  bear  the  stamp  !U.  S.  Inspected  and  Passed, 1  giving 
the  authorized  grade  on  every  box.    This  matter  of  standardizing  grades  is  the 
first  fundamental  in  stabilizing  marketing  conditions  of  our  Florida  citrus 
fruits," 

6c.    INSPECTIONS  OF  EARLY  CITRUS  SHOEING  ACID  TEST. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  April  S,  Mr,  Bier  delivered  a  brief  talk  on  the 
inspection  of  green  fruit  before  a  meeting  of  the  Fruitmenfs  Club.    As  a 
result,  a  committee  of  five  of  the  leading  shippers  was  appointed  to  take 
up  the  question  of  Government  inspection  on  early  fruit.    This  committee,  at 
a  recent  meeting,  decided  to  have  Government  inspection  on  the  early  citrus 
showing  the  acid  test  of  the  fruit.    Inspections  of  this  kind  will  probably 
start  some  time  in  September, 

7c.    TOMATOES  AT  PALMETTO.  FLA. 

Recent  comrnuni cat ions  from  C.  H.  Behnke  indicate  that  the  tomato  crop 
at  Palmetto  on  the  whole  will  be  satisfactory,  despite  the  rainy  weather 
of  last  month.    On  April  Ik  he  wrote  as  follows: 

"It  rained  considerably  during  the  night,  but  no  damage  has  resulted 
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thus  far  from  it;  in  fact,  it  has  been  beneficial  to  most  of  the  tomato  fields. 
Some  Nail  Head  is  showing  up  on  the  vines  but,  for  the  most  part,  the  fields 
look  fine.     It  is  becoming  more  evident  to  me  every  day  that  we  will  not  be 
going  very  strong  until  after  May  1  and  that  there  rill  be  lots  of  tomatoes 
left  to  ship  after  June  1,  providing  weather  conditions  remain  right  in  the 
meantime, 

"I  was  talking  with  the  Fruit  Growers  Express  representative  today 
and  he  estimates  1,500  cars  out  of  this  district,    We  should  get  at  least 
1%  of  this  tonnage  for  inspection,  with  most  of  the  factors  committed  to  the 
service.    The  bulk  of  this  will  move  in  four  weeks," 

On  April  l6      the  following  was  received  from  &r,  Behnke:  "I  "as  out 
in  a  number  of  tomato  fields  this  afternoon  and,  on  the  whole,  they  look 
good.    The  disastrous  effects  of  the  rainy  weather  during  the  early  part  of 
the  growing  season  here  is  plainly  evident  now,  as  most  of  the  crown  hands 
have  only  a  20%  set.    The  rest  of  the  hanids  on  the  plant  generally  have  made 
a  good  set.     There  is  plenty  of  Nail  Head  on  the  vines  but,  where  dusting 
is  being  conscientiously  done,  the  fruit  is  still  comparatively  free  of  it." 

Sc.     INSPECTIONS  AT  HASTINGS-   FLA.  ' 

A»  E,  hercker,  in  charge  of  inspections  at  Hastings,  writes  that, 
in  spite  of  the  rainy  weather  last  week,  77  cars  were  inspected  and,  if 
the  weather  permits,  at  least  150  cars  will  be  inspected  this  week.  The 
Hastings  deal  is  a  very  short  and  fast  one,  requiring  many  men  and  machines 
to  do  the  work  efficiently.    Practically  all  inspections'  are  made  in  the 
field.  ;.  which  necessitates  constant  shifting  of  the  men  from  one  farm  to 
another.    That  a  good  many  inspections  will  be  made  at  this  point  is  in- 
dicated in  one  of  Mr.  Mercker's  statements:  "However,  we  will  keep  the  ball 
rolling,  and  there  ought  to  be  500  cars  weekly  from  this  section' during 
the  next  four  weeks." 

3c.     ORANGE  AND  LETTUCE  INSPECTIONS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

In  accordance  with  Mr,  Samson's  suggestion,  W.  E. 'Allewelt,  Chief  of 

the  California  Bureau  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Standardization,  sent  in  the  follov 

ing  important  items  regarding  oranges  and  lettuce: 

" First  cars  of  Valencia  oranges  of  the  192U  season  are  now  moving 
from  the  Porterville  section,  and  a  large  number  of  these  shipments  are 
being  inspected  by  the  California  service.     It  is  estimated  that  con- 
siderably less  than  one-half  of  the  crop  will  be  moved,  due  to  frost 
damage  sustained  during  the  month  of  December.    'The  shippers,  cooperat- 
ing with  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Standardization  Department  of  the  State, 
are  making  every  effort  to  keep  frosted  fruit  off  the  markets,  and 
practically  all  of  the  crop  is  being  run  through  the  Water  separator. 

"Lettuce  shipments  are  now  moving  from  three  coastal  lettuce 
districts,  centered  at  Salinas,  \7atsonville  and  Guadeloupe,    At  a  recent 
meeting  held  at  Salinas,  the  shippers  unanimously  endorsed  shipping-point 
inspection,  and  stated  that  they  expect  to  have  practically  all  their 
cars  inspected  this  season,  comprising  the  bulk  of  the  lettuce  moved 
from  the  State  during  the  next  eight  months*" 


iqg 
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10c j.  RAISED  ADDRESS  LIST  FOR  FLORIDA  INSPECTOR  5 ... 

Please  note  carefully  the  following  addresses  o.f  our  own  men  in  Florida. 
Many  of  them  have  moved  recently  from  their  former  locations  to  the  addresses 
given  "below: 

ROBERT  BIER,  Angebilt  Hotel.  Orlando,  until  War  1  only.._ 
W.V.  STEPHENS,  Angehilt  Hotel,  O_rlando,  until  iTay  1  only. 
(After  May  1  at  Charleston,  S.  C.) 

A.  E.  MERCKER,  Eyrd  Bldg.,  Hastings. 
R.  M.  PETERSON,  Elkton. 

P.  D.  RUPERT,  P>0.  Box  2O5,  Okeechobee. 

B.  E.  SHAFFER,  Morgan  Apt s.,  Arcadia. 

F.  E.  HOOPER,  I7. 6  Royal  Palm  Ave.,  Fort  Myers. 

C.  H.  BEHNKE,  P^O.  Box  23S,  Palmetto. 
G-.  A.  DERAVEN,  11        "      "  " 

J.  C.  TOTOSEND,  Jr.,"      "  n 

E.  E.  CONKLIN,  Jr.,  Angehilt  Hotel,  Or land c . 


11c. 


SU14IARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AT  FLORIDA  SHIPPING  POINTS., 
Inspections  made  during  the  period  April  1  to  15  were  as  follows 


Section . 

Arcadia  

Fort  Myers  

Hastings  


Cars . 
22 
57 

•  53 

Homestead   200 

Leesburg  

Palmetto   86 

San i  ord  ....  .v  .......  95 

Winter  Haven  . .  U2 

TOTAL   59O 


Products . 


Cars 


Tomatoes  •  195 

Celery   1&7 

Potatoes  • »  71 

Cabbage   32 

Mixed  Vegetables    3- 

Total . 
Grapefruit . . 

Oranges  

Mixed  Citrus 
Total 


66 
51 
__5_ 


122 


In  the  Division  Letter  for  April  11,  Par.  10c,  inspections  for  the 
second  half  of  March' were  tabulated.    Grand  total  this  season  to  the  end  of 
March  was  given  as  5,223  cars.    By  adding  the  59 0  cars  inspected  during  the 
first  half  of  April,  the  total  to  April  15  is  5,S13«    Daily  average  inspections, 
which  were  52  the  last  half  of  March,  had' decreased  further  to  U5  the  first  part 
of  April.    Total  vegetables  inspections  since  the  beginning  of  this  service  lafct 
November  are  U.053,  and" total  citrus  fruits  l,7b0  cars.    Total  inspections  by 
sections  have  been  as  follows: 


Sanford.    1,US5 

Homestead..   1,197 

Palmetto.,   1,123 

Winter  Haven   535 

Fort  Myers.   UgO 


Clearwater   3  65 

Orlando .......   3^5 

Leesburg   223 

Hastings ............  *  5& 

Arcadia   ^ 


12c.    GRADES  FOR  STRING  BEANS ;  BUNCHED  BEETS.  CARROTS  AND  TURNIPS . 

With  this.  Division  Letter,  every  Inspector  is  being  sent  a  cony  of  the 
U.S.  Grades  for  the  four  products: 

String  Beans  -  Wax  or  Green.      Bunched  Carrots. 
Bunched  Beets.  Bunched  Turnips.  ■.' 


 Division  Letter,  April  23,  Iggjf.  1^, 

13c.     SEIPPIMO-POIhT  VJOBi:  STAPTEl)  1,"  MISSISSIPPI. 

Writing  from  Laurel,  Miss.,  under  date  of  April  23,  F.  S.  Kinsey, 
Supervising  Inspector,  tells  of  the  starting  of  inspection  work  in  that  State: - 
"Last  Friday  the  first  Federal-State  inspection  was  nic.de  at  a 
shipping  point  in  Mississippi,  -  a  "big  event  in  tile  town  in  which  it 
occurred,  if  not  in  the  State  as  a  whole.     I  expected  to  "break  in  an 
inspector  at  this  time,  hut,  as  he  decided  he  didn't  want  the  job,  I 
made  the  inspection  myself.     It  was  a  car  of  hunched  turnips;  the  third 
car  of  truck  ever  to  have  been  shipped  from  the  small  town  of  Silver 
Creek. 

"It  is  through  the  guarantee  of  the  Mississippi  Farm  Bureau  Truck 
Association  that  we  have  been  brought  into  Mississippi,  which  means  in- 
spections at  many  points  where  not  only  grading  will  be  new  but  where 
even  the  trucking  industry  is  new.    Fortunately,  we  have  the  cooperation 
of  the  County  Agents  and  the  extension  department  of  the  A,  &  M.  College. 

"Thursday  night  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Beckstrom,  of  the  extension 
department  of  the  College,  stayed  at  Brookhaven,  expecting  to  drive  the 
50  miles  to  Silver  Creek  early  the  next  morning..    But  a  IToah's  flood 
happened  in  the  night  and  the  next  morning  we  got  stuck  in  the  mid  twice — 
had  taken  the  wrong  road,  —  so  did  not  arrive  until  after  10  o'clock. 

"More  than  half  the  carload  of  turnips  was  already  bunched  and 
each  man's  lot  piled  by  itself  on  the  floor  of  the  packing  shed,  which 
was  just  then  being  roofed.     The  turnips  ranged  in  size  from  about  1  inch 
to  3  inches,  about  two- thirds  under  2  inches.    The  tops  ranged  up  to  more 
than  2  feet  in  length.    The  only  instructions  had  been  to  '.pull  turnips,' 
and  there  was  some  misunderstanding  as  to  size  and  trimming, 

"The  rest  of  the  carload  arrived  by  mules  aid  wagons  before  2 
o'clock,  but  the  bunching  and  packing  took  time,  and  nobody  was  expert, 
and  the  car  was  to  be  pulled  at  3:20.    And  the  hampers  had  to  be  iced, 
too.    They  were  putting  a  double  handful  of  ice  in  the  top  of  each  hamper, 
and  then  turning  every  other  hamper  upside-down  in  the  car.     I  gained  si 
feather  in  the  cap  of  the  Service  by  suggesting  that  the  ice  be  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  hamper,  where  heating  is  most  likely  to  occur  ana 
where  the  water  could  run  at  least  half  way  through  every  hamper, 

"finally,  with  the  aid  of  a  large  force  of  interested  growers, 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  local  organization,  the  County 
Agent,  the  railroad  Agricultural  Agent,  and  the  two  Extension  Agents  of 
the  State  College,  the  turnips  were  packed,  loaded,  iced  over  top  of 
load  and  the  load  braced,  and  the  local  train  had  to  wait  only  five 
minutes  to  pull  the  car,,    Naturally,  I  had  all  I  could  do  to  make  sug- 
gestions and  take  notes.     If  every  organization  could  get  help  like 
this,  and  show  an  equal  interest  in  shipping-point  inspection  work,  it 
would  be  a  pleasure  to  act  as  inspector.    Heedless  to  say,  the  certificate 
could  not  show  any  particular  grade  of  turnips." 

F.  G.  R0B3, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

IMPORTANT-     ^'0U  ',rlLL  kMS  A  BIG  ilIS'r'iiI':E»  if  you  do  not  read  ALL  of  this  D.  L. 
— "  ' — * — ~    (it  is  packed  with  valuable  information  from  cover  to  cover. 
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Roland  L.  Sutton,  of  Virginia,  has  "been  appointed  a  Junior  Mar-' 
keting  Specialist  (j?&V)s  arid  has  reported  for  a  "brief  period  of  training 
■under  R.  H.  Lamb,  at  the  Hammond^  La. ,  field  station  of  the  i-iarket  News 
Service,    He  will  then  go  to  Judsonia,  Ark. ,  to  operate  the  field  station  on 
strawberries*    It  will  be  remembered  that,  during  the  latter  half  of  19-2, 
Mr*  Sutton  was  cooperative  market  reporter  with  the  S-oato  of  New  Jersey  in 
our  New  York  office,  and  for  the  past  few  months  he  has  been  one  of  the  co- 
operative shipping-point  inspectors  under  Robert  Bier,  in  Florida.    Mr*  Sutton 
has  had  considerable  practical  experience  in  orchard  work  and  the  fruit 
business,  and  for  a  while  he  was  employed  by  the  Maryland  State  Board  of 
Forestry*    He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  completed  a 
short  post-graduate  course  in  the  College  of  Agriculture,  specialising  in 
Pomology* 

George  W.  Winfrey,  of  Arkansas,  has  been  gi"ren  an  appointment  as 
Assistant  Marketing  Specialist >  effective  May  5°    He  will  report  for  duty  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  will  assist  F.  S.  Kir.sey  with  shipping-point  in- 
spection work.,    Mr«  Winfrey  received  his  B«S,  degree  from  the  University  of 
Arkansas  in  19lSfl  having  specialized  in  Horticdltnrse    Previously,  he  had  been 
employed  as  Student  Assistant  in  the  ^opt »  of  Plant  Pathology  at  that  in- 
stitution, and  in  1917-18  was  Office  Bepirty  01  the  £rk?.nsas  State  Plant  Board. 
From  191S  to  1919?  Wr«  Winfrey  served  as  2nd  Lieutenant  in  bhe  Army,  and 
subsequently  operated  a  320-acre  fruit  and  truck  fa.m  in  Crawford  County, 
Arkansas  *    At  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  this  Bureau,  Mr*  Winfrey  was 
employed  as  Field  Inspector  by  the  State  Plant  Board. 

J,  Charles  Townsend;  Jr?>  of  South  Carolina,  also  has  been  appointed 
as  a  Junior  Marketing  Specialist  (F&V)9  and  will  report  for  duty  about  June  1. 
It  is  expected  that  his  first  assignment  will  bo  in  Mississippi,  to  assist 
with  the  shippings-point  inspection  work  on  tomatoes-    At  present,  Mr*  Townsend 
is  on  the  Florida  inspection  staff,  working  under  the  direction  of  C.*H.  Behnke. 
at  Palmetto*    Mr*  Towns end  is  a  graduate  of  Clems on  College,  S,  C, 9  having 
received  the  BtS,  degree  in  1922 „    He  was  employed "as  Principal  of  the  Rockvilie 
S.Ca>  graded  school  for  about  a  year*    In  the  summer  of  19233  Mr*  Townsend  was  , 
a  cooperative  inspector  at  shipping  points  in  his  State,  and  since  the  first 
of  the  present  year  has  been  assisting  with  the  similar  work  in  Florida. 

Herbert  Graff,  of  the.  New  York  staff,  made  a  trip  to  Crozet,  Va»i  last 
week,  where  he  inspected  a  lot  of  apples  in  storage  a    Some  time  pr  evious  to 
that,  N.  C„  Farnworth,  of  the  Washington  office,  had  been  at  Crozet  for  a 
like  purpose* 

Mr*  Sherman  was  at  Asherton  on  Thursday,  and  then  planned  to  go  to 
Austin*  Tsicas;  Stillwater,  Okla.,  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  reaching  the  last  city 

by  iaonday* 

Word  from  lire  Samson  indicates  that  he  visited  the  Spokane  office  on 
Thursday  and  would  be  at  Walla  Walla  Wash,,  today.  From  there,  he  will  go 
to  Boise,  Idaho,  and  Denver,  ColoQ 
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Just  before  leaving  Idaho  Falls  for  Texas,  and  since  arriving  at  Laredo, 
A,  E.  Prugh  received  quite  a  number  of  commendations . of  his  work  in  Idaho  this 
season.    Trade  papers  and  newspapers  especially  seem  pleased'  with  the  write-, 
ups  on  potato  marketing  problems,  which  Mr.  Prugh  frequently  published  in  con- 
nection with  his  market  reports ♦ 

Page  22A  of  the  "New' York  Packer"  for  April;  IS  devoted  some  space  to.  a 
review  of  the  March  unloads  of  fruit  and  vegetables  on  the  St.  Louis  market,' 
as  summarized  in  a  report  by  V.  G.  Gibson* 

M.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Fort  Worth  office.,  will  go  to  Ripley,  Tenn«,  by 
the  end  of  this  week,  to  make  preparations  for.  the  shipping-point  inspection  of 
strawberries  in  that  region.    James  A.  Marks  likewise  will  proceed  from  Pitts- 
burgh to  Chattanooga,  to  supervise  the  work  on  berries  in  eastern  Tennessee. 

V.  D«  Callanan  came  to  Washington  a  few  days  ago,  and  will  'assist  in  the 
local  office  until  next  week,  when  he  proceeds  to  Chadbourn,  N.  C#l  to  issue 
market  reports  on  strawberries* 

The  departure  of  Cs  L,  Brown  for' New  York  City  has' been  delayed  until 
about  May  lf  He  is  working  in  Washington  this  week  on  the  revision  of  the  Market 
News  handbook. 

W,  J.  Bertush,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspection  work  in  New  York 
since  the  first  of  the  year,  is  expected  to  reach  Washington  this  Saturday, 
en  route  to  South  Carolina,  where  he  will  issue  market  reports  on  cabbage  and 
potatoes.    On  the  list  of  field  stations,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  loca- 
tion of  this  station  will  be  Charleston,  instead  of  Meggett,  as  originally 
planned . 

H.  E.  Rutland,  whose  appointment  to  the  News  Service,  was  mentioned  in 
the  last  D.  L.,  has  gone  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  help  Mr,  Hall  temporarily. 
It  is  expected  that  G.  D.  Clark,  the  present  technical  assistant  in  Chicago, 
will  be  given  field  work  for  a  few  months. 

Congratulations  are  extended  J.  G.  Scott,  of  the  Philadelphia  office, 
on  the  arrival-  of  a  young  son  in  his  home  a  few  weeks  ago* 

f.  M.  Patton  is  on  a  short  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  points  in  New  Jersey 
in  the  interest  of  shipment  reports.    He  will  then  go  to  Cleveland,  Toledo  and 
Detroit,  to  look  into  the  matter  of  hothouse  products  and  the  reports  of  boat 
shipments-' on  Lake  Erie. 

Many  changes  are  occurring'  in  the  location  of  Supervising  Inspectors  who 
have  been  working  in  Florida.    Please  note'  carefully  the  list,  published  on 
another  page  of  this  D .  L. 


It  is  planned  to  start  inspev 
about  May  6;  W.  V.  Stephens  will  be 
the  inspection  of  tomatoes  at  Homes t 
discontinued • 


work :on  potatoes  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
narge « • Mr ,  Stephens  had  been  supe r vi s ing 
Fla. ,  but  that  service  was  recently 
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Inspection  of  potatoes  also  will  be  inaugurated  at  3eaufort,  S.  C», 
about  May  20,  with  F.  E«  Hooper  as  Supervising  Inspector.    Mr.  Hooper  is  at 
present  handling  inspection  work  in  the  Fort  Myers  section  of  Florida, 

Tomatoes  and  watermelons  will  be  inspected  at  shipping  points  e round 
Ocala,  Fla,,  starting  about  May  20.    It  is  planned  to  place  R.  &L  Peterson 
in  charge  of  that  work.    The  work  at  Leesburg,  where  Mr*  Peterson  has  been 
stationed,  was  discontinued  last  week,  and  he  is  at  present  assisting  with 
inspection  of  potatoes  at  Elkton,  Fla.,  .  which  ranks  second  only  to  Hastings 
as  a  potato- shipping  point. 

The  Orlando  office  of  the  Florida  inspection  service  will  be  closed 
by  I;ay  1,  and  Robert  Bier  will  make  his  headquarters  at  some  other  point  in 
the  State,  possibly  Leesburg  or  Ocala, 

The  local  address  of  0,-G.  Strauss  is  First  Floor.  Custom  House, 
Mobile,  Ala.  Mr,  Strauss  in  in  charge  of  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  that 
district.    Our  liarket  News  office,  -  Je  D.  Evers,  in  charge.  -  also  will  be 
located  in  the  Custom  House, 

Both  E<  F>  McEune  and  Efeal  D,  Sanborn  attended  the  meeting  of  cantaloupe 
growers  and  shippers,  and  business  men,  at  Rocky  Ford,  Colo„,  about  two  weeks 
ago,  where  explanation  was  made  of  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service.  The 
cantaloupe  interests  in  that  section  are  favorably  considering  the  use  of 
Federal-State  inspection  on  this  season's  shipments,    Mr,  McKune  recently 
spent  a  few  days  on  his  ranch  at  Fort  Morgan, 

F«  A,  Powell  has  been  working  up  the  lettuce  deals  for  next  fall  in 
the  Eagle  and  Avon  districts  of  Colorado,  and  it  now  looks  as  if  the  Inspection 
Service  will  get  100$  of  the  business  of  these  shippers. 

Colorado  is  closing  its  inspection  work  for  this  season  with  a  total 
of  9>9^6  cars  inspected  at  shipping  points  throughout  the  State,    Only  scatter- 
ing cars  will  be  examined  the  remainder  of  this  season. 

P.  D.  Rupert,  who  was  assisting  with  tomato  inspections  in  the  Home- 
stead district  of  Florida,  is  now  continuing  this  work  at  Okeechobee,  at  the 
north  end  of  Lake  Okeechobee.    Mail  should  be  addressed  to  ?,  0,  Box  205 . 

C-eorge  A,  BeHaven  has  returned  to  Palmetto,  where  he  is  helping  Mr,  Behnke 
with  inspections,    Inspector  R,  W.  Hines  has  succeeded  Ilr.    BeHaven  at  Sanford, 
Fla. 

Rol^rt  Bier  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Value  of  Point-of -Origin  Inspec- 
tion of  Fruits  and  Vegetables"  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Florida  State 
Horticultural  Society,  at  Tampa,  on  April  2k,    On  Wednesday  he  visited  the 
State  Marketing  Bureau  office  at  Jacksonville,  and  on  Thursday  stopped  at  out 
Palmetto  office  to  make  a  survey  of  conditions  in  that  terriotry. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  in  charge  of  standardization  work  in  Florida,  also 
attended  the  Horticultural  Society  meetings  at  Tampa,  April  22  to  25, 
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Th-.e  "Hew  York  Produce  News"  for  April  19  contained  on  page  7  the  com- 
plete review  of  the  Imperial  Valley  lettuce  season,  issued  "by  C.  E.  Schultz. 

ILPCETAlIT  rOTICE  TO  EVERYBODY: 

Both  the  Philadelphia  and  the  Kerr  York  offices  will  be  moved  "by  May  1,  All 
future  mail  and  other  communications  should  "be  addressed  as  follows: 

Philadelphia  - 

c'5S  Municipal  Pier  No.  h,  South, 

Chestnut  Street  and  Delaware  Avenue. 

ITew  York  City  - 

Sixth  Eloor,  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  Bldg., 

102  '.Tarren  Street.     (Telephone,  Barclay  ^2^0) 

Although  the  firm  of  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  has  its  place  of  "business  on  the 
Washington  Street  market,  evidently  the  entrance  to  our  offices  is  on  warren 
Street.    Please  make  these  changes  on  all  your  address  lists. 


UHITED  STATES  DEPARTivIENT  OF  AGRI  CULTURE 
Fureau  of  .Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Fruit  and.  Vegetable  Div,  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  p,  HO.  IS 
May  2,  1924. 

(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     SERIOUS  POTATO  &LID  OEIQH  SITUATION  IE  CALIFORNIA. 

Writing  under  date  of  April  23,  C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco 

office,   tells  of  the  serious  situation  confronted  by  potato  and  onion  dealers 

in  northern  California: - 

"California  is  experiencing  one  of  the  nearest  financial 
disasters  it  has  faced  for  a  number  of  years.     This  is  not  only  true 
with  the  live-stock  men  but  also  with  the  dealers  c?nd  growers  of  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables,  especially  those  located  in  San  Francisco. 

"At  this  writing,  Oregon  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands  have  an 
absolute  quarantine  against  California  products.    The  Hawaiian  Islands 
have  always  been  supplied  with  fresb  fruits  and  vegetables  through  the 
port  of  San  Francisco.    This  especially  has  been  a  big  outlet  fcr 
potatoes.     The  enforcement  of  the  quarantine  has  practically  demoralized; 
the  potato  market  in  every  city  in  California.    Potatoes  that  were 
formerly  shipped  from  here  are  now  leaving  from  Seattle,  and  dealers  are 
trying  to  devise  some  means  by  which  they  may  re-ship  their  potatoes  to 
'•Washington,  where  most  of  them  originate,,  and.  then  shipment  could  be 
made  to  the  Hawaiian  Islaxids  from  the  port  of  Seattle.     It  is  reported 
that  this  has  already  been  done  and  that  cranges  and  ether  fruits  are 
accept ed  from  Seattle,  although  they  will  not  be  accepted  from  San 
Francisco . 

"According  to  the  State  Division  of  Liarkets1  semi-monthly  cold 
storage  report,   there  are  b'U,7C2  bags  of  potatoes  in  storage  at 
San  Francisco,  an  increase  of  14,31?  bags  over  the  previous  two  weeks. 
Notwithstanding  this,  there  are  55*^00  bags  held  at  the  wholesale 
potato  wharf,  Pier  27,  of  which  it  is  expected  that  20,000  will  be  placed 
in  cold  storage  rather  than  take  a  chance  on  the  demand  opening  and  to 
hinder  the  sprouting,  which  -would  materialize  in  a  few  days'   time  on 
account  of  the  warm  weather.     The  cold  storage  holdings  for  the  entire 
State  of  California  on  April  15  were  208, klo  bags,  against  173,739  bags 
on  April  1,  152U,  and  73' 1U7  bags  on  April  13,  192J. 

"host  of  these  potatoes  were  bought  around  E2  f.o.b.  shipping- 
points  in  Washington  and  Idaho.     L:any  dealers  would  gladly  take  $2.23 
today,  f.o.b.   San  Francisco  and  unload,   if  they  could  find  the  buyers, 
but  there  is  only  a  murmur  of  a  demand.     It  is  evident  that,  unless  the 
market  breaks  for  the  better,  prices  will  still  decline  and  there  -ill 
be  fewer  dealers  in  the  business  next  year,  as  almost  the  entire  deal 
has  been  a  losing  proposition.     This  quantity  of  old  potatoes  must  be 
consumed  within  the  next  30  days,  as  after  that  period  it  is  expected 
ample  new  potatoes  will  be  on  the  market  to  supply  the  demand. 

(Continued  over) 
-  Page  205  - 
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"In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  potato  dealers  pre  also  handlers 
of  onions,  they  will  not  only  experience  a  lose  on  the  former  product 
but  most  of  them  have  already  taken  their  loss  on  the  onions  and  have 
moved  figures  from  the  credit  side  of  the  ledger. 

Sealers  Lose  Heavily 

"In  a  measure  this  has  "been  one  of  the  most  successful  years  for 
producers, -the  general  quality  of  the  onions  having  been  fine.     It  is 
only  recently  that  the  common- storage  onions  were  cleaned  up.  The 
quality  of  the  Australian  Browns  was  par  excellent;  they  were  of  good 
size,  with  heavy  skin,  and  were  keeping  as  well  as,  and  even  better  than, 
the  cold-storage  stockc     This  was  due  primarily  to  the  favorable  condi- 
tions while  growing  and  the  exceedingly  dry  and  cool  weather  after 
harvesting, 

"Early  in  the  season  Australian  Brown  onions  were  contracted  for 
a  price  ranging  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  f.c.b,  river  banks.    Most  of  the 
purchases  were  made  at  $2,00-2.25.     ^©  charge  of  transportation  to  San 
Francisco  was  6  cents.     These  onions  were  placed  in  storage  at  the  rate 
of  50  cents  per  bag  for  the  season,  bringing  the  total  cost  from  $2,50 
to  $2.30  per  100  lbs.,  f.o.b.  icehouse-    Added  to  this  must  be  the  charge 
of  repacking,   if  necessary,  cartage  and  loading  on  cars,  which  amounts  to 
25-35  cents, 

"The  highest  price  obtained  for  Australian  Browns  was  about  the 
middle  of  September,  when  prices  reached  $2 , 25- 2. 3 5;- -scarcely  more  than 
the  price  which  the  shipper  had  paid  the  grower  on  his  farm.    By  the 
first  of  November  they  dropped  to  a  range  of  $1.50-1.75;  "by  December 
first  they  declined  to  a  lower  level  at  $1.30-1,50.     The  middle  of 
December  showed  an  upward  movement  to  $1,50-1.60,  and  the  next  highest 
level  was  reached  in  the  middle  of  January  at  $1.80-1,90,  when  the  market 
soon  broke,  and  today  these  onions  are  moving  slowly  at  $1.15-1.25» 
repacked  from  the  icehouse,   f.o.b.  car* 

"The  peak  of  the  storage  holdings  of  onions  was  reached  in  the 
early  part  of  January,  when  33 5? 000  bags  were  reported  for  the  entire 
State,    Added  to  this  amount  were  approximately  100,000-  bags  in  common 
storage.     On  April  15  there  still  remained  73*377  bags  of  onions  in  cold 
storage  and  none  in  common  storage.     This  quantity  equals  around  2^.0 
carloads,  which  must  be  moved  before  the  Texas  and  Coachella  Valley 
onions  kill  the  demand.     It  is  commonly  rumored  that  there  is  not  a  dealer 
in  late  onions,  who  has  not  takena  big  loss  financially. 

"On  account  of  adverse  climatic  conditions,  California,  for  the 
first  time  in  memory  of  most  of  the  dealers,  has  not  been  able  to  produce 
sufficient  homegrown  cabbage  to  meet  the  local  demand.     The  early  flat 
Dutch  type  cabbage  grown  around  the  Bay  District  is  cleaned  up.     In  all 
previous  seasons,  by  the  time  the  flat  Dutch  cabbage  was  through,  spring 
Winnigstadt  cabbage  has  been  in  abundance  to  supply  the  trade,  but  this 
year  the  yield  is  not  only  light  but  the  crop  is  late  in  maturing.  vTe 
have,  therefore,  broken  the  precedent,  and  cabbage  is  being  received  in 
San  Francisco  from  Texas,  selling  at  ^  to  o  cents  per  pound,  -  a  price 
never  before  realized.     What  little  local  cabbage  is  available  is  bring- 
ing k  to  5  cents  per  pound." 
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The  April  issue  of  the  "Farm  Forecaster,"  issued  jointly  by  this 
Department  and  the  North  Carolina  Division  of  Markets,  contains  the  follow- 
ing excellent  article  "by  Frank  Palmer,  Agricultural  Statistician  for  that 
State.     It  appeared  under  the  heading: , "Observations  on  a  Trip  through  the 
Sandhill  Fruit  Sect  ion" :- 

The  good  roads  through  the  Sandhill  fruit  section  make  traveling'  and 
a  study  of  the  commercial  fruit  orchards  an  easy  job.     Visits  in  peach 
orchards  were  not  prevented  by  the  rain.    To  say  the  least,  there  are  many 
peach  and  dewberry  fields  in  Moore  County.     They  are  in  good  condition,  toe, 
including  tilth  and  f ruitfulness .     From  the  information  gained,  it  appears 
that  the  cold  weather  about  April  1st  did  most  damage.     The  young  trees 
suffered  most,  and  the  greatest  damage  to  peaches  was  from  Aberdeen  to  Hamlet, 
with  the  least  around  Biscce  and  Candor.     The  Aberdeen  section  is  reported  to 
have  a  crop  outlook  of  65  to  75  per  cent  of  a  full  or  normal  crop.     It  is  al- 
most normal  in  Montgomery  County. 

This  does  not  mean  that  there  will  not  be  a  large  peach  crop;  in  fact, 
the  shipments  will  perhaps  be  the  largest  in  North  Carolina's  history.  More, 
than  2, GCO  cars  are  easily  anticipated.    As  a  matter  of  fact  the  cold  did 
many  growers  more  good  than  harm.     This  was  due  to  the  thinning  action.  There 
is  usually  a  heavy  "drop"  of  young  peaches,  and  especially  so  when  the 
"setting"  is  heavy,     It  is  the  practice  in  the  Sandhills  to  pick  up  the 
curculio- strong  drops  and  to  destroy  them.    The  cold  has  meant  that  there  will 
be  fewer  drops  and  less  of  the  expensive  hand- thinning  to  be  done. 

The  orchards  ar  e ,  as  a  rule,  in  well-tilled  condition.    They  have  been 
recently  cultivated  and  fertilized.     All  have  been  carefully  pruned  with  open 
centers.    Most  of  the  slim  heavily- budded  "switches"  were  pruned  off,'  to  leave 
but  a  few  fruit  buds  each.     Several  orchards  were  so  perfectly  pruned  that, 
had    an  immense  mowing  machine  passed  over  them,  the  tops  would  have  been  left 
no  smoother  or  more  level.     It  is  becoming  recognized  that  the  Sandhills  peach 
orchards  are  the  best  or  most  scientifically  handled  in  the  United  States. 
They  are  pruned  early  in  the  year,  winter  or  dormant- sprayed  twice,  cultivated 
several  times  a  year,  fertilized,  summer- sprayed  five  to  eight  times  with 
poison  and  lime  sulphur,  thinned,  the  drops  picked  up  every  week,  wormed  or 
"gassed"  in  the  fall,  and  cover  crops  are  grown  to  benefit  the  soil  and  to 
supply  plant  food  for  the  trees.     This  is  aside  from  the  picking,  grading  and 
crating  care  necessary  for  first-class  marketing.     It  is  what  causes  that 
wonderful  color,  firm  body,  uniform  size,  and  the  carrying  and  eating  qualities 
of  the  famous  "Red  Skins.  11 

The  dewberries  are  quite  a  big  crop  also.    Hot  so  pretty  or  extensively 
grown  as  the  peaches.     They  pay  more  per  acre,  however.     Montgomery  County  was 
distinctly  more  behind  in  its  farm  work.     Many  farms  showed  no  signs  of  any 
spring  plowing.    Practically  no  planting  has  been  done.     The  rains  have  been 
just  frequent  enough  to  prevent  the  needed  breaking  of  land.     The  farm  work 
is  quite  late,  but  many  said  they  do  not  plan  to  plant  before  May  first  any- 
way. ***      Fertilizers  are  quite  the  thing  this  year.     Every  one  is  using  more 
pounds  and  higher  grades.     The  farmers  are  expecting  to  put  forth  a  mighty 
effort  this  year.     They  are  devoid  of  the  usual  depressed  spirit.     In  spite 
of  no  hired  labor  available,  they  are  going  right  ahead.     Their  plans 
distinctly  tend  toward  "safer  farming." 
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3a .     OREGON  POT  ,TC  ES  :vi  CALIFORNIA. 

'K..  A,  Harr  .s,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  wrote  as  follows  to  E.  L# 
Ringer,  at  Portia  id,  on  April  2-4: - 

"Since      c  seamen  for  Oregon  Bur  "banks  seems  to  be  about  closed, 
I  thought  I  wcjild  drop  you- a  line  (as  suggested  in  your  letter  of  several 
months  ago)  af   to  the  impressions  made  upon  the  trade  generally  by  new 
methods  in  gr  dirg. 

"I  thiol'  the  trp.de  generally  is  pleased  with  the  quality  and  con- 
dition of  Ore gon  receipts  'chis  year,  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  men- 
tioned impro?  ernent  in  quality,  which  can  be  traced  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Oregon  gradi  ig  law.    As  you  know,  the  greatest  drawback  to  the 
use  of  Oregons  on  t  lis  market  has  been  their  lack  cf  uniformity,  caused 
both  by  the  lack  of  uniform  grading  rules  and  by  the  large  number  of 
lots  commonly  found  in  each  car.     Since  I  understand  that  production  in 
much  of  Oregon  comes  from  small  acreages,  it  is  doubtless  impossible  to 
secure  uniform  stock,  such  as  is  received  from  Y/ashing ton,  Idaho,  and 
the  Delta,  SThere  th  j  entire  car  will  represent  stock  taken  from  one 
cellar  or  ore  field. 

"while  the  grading  of  all  potatoes  shipped  has  done  much  to  im- 
prove the  uniformity  of  Oregon  stock,  yet  U.  S.  Grade  Ho.  1  may  contain 
potatoes  of  quite  dissimilar  s-g-oee:  en.ee.     For  instance,  one  lot  may  run 
large  but  may  bear  blemishes  right  up  to  the  tolerance  permitted,  and 
another  lot  may  be  medium'  to .  small  and  yet  be  smooth.    A  striking  example 
of  this  was  found  early  in  the  season,  when  two  cars  of  Oregon  Burbanks 
sold  on  the  same  day:  One,  a  car  of  large  si-.-.e,  U.  S.  No.  2,  evidently 
having  failed  to  pass  the  requirements  cf  ho.  1,   sold  freely  at  $2.30 
per  cwt.,  while  the  other 0  a  car  of  U.  S. .Grade  ITo.  1,  smooth  but  very 
small,  being  just  above  the  size  requirement s,   sold  with  difficulty  at 
vp2 e00  per  cwt,-  ■  . ' 

"The  potato  market  here  is  just  beginning  to  get  out  of  a  violent 
slump,  as  both  receivers  and  jobbers  completely  lost  their  nerve  last 
week,  so.  that  the  market  was  -practically  demoralized  for  several  days. 
Present  reports  received  by  the  trade  Indicate  that'.  Washing  ton  and  Oregon 
are  nearly  cleaned  up,  and  that  Idaho  has  not  to  exceed  U00  or  500  cars. 
If  this  is  true,   it  is  likely  that  old  potatoes  will  clean  up  in  good 
shape,  even  though  storage  holdings  in  Los  Angelas  are  90,000  sacks.  It 
is  perhaps  fortunate  that  the  new  crop  is  lato,  because  we  will  have  to 
eat  most  of  our  own  potatoes  unless  present  quarantine  restrictions  are 
modified  by  the  time  the  new  crop  is  ready  for  shipment.     I  do  not  look 
for  any  shipments  of  new  stock  until  after  June  15th,  the  Shafter  district, 
of  course,  being  the  earliest  section  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
San  Diego  County,  always  a  producer  of  early  potatoes,  has  a  reduced 
acreage,  and  the  local  markets  have  been  absorbing  most  of  our  stock." 

KEEP  THE  y/ASHIIGTOff  OFEICft  ADVISED 
of  any  new  developments  in  your  of-? ice  or  your  territory. 
Letters  of  that  kind  make  excellent  material  for  the  D,L, 
Our  readers  like  to  keep  in  touch  with  events 
in  all  parts  of  the  country « 
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Ua.    NORTHWESTERN  APPLE  CROP  D AMAGED  EY, FREEZE. 

In  a  letter  received  from  Dr«  B»  Fj,  Fisher,  a  Pathologist  in  the 
Division  of  Fruit-Disease  Investigations,  B.  P.  I.,  he  states  that  preliminary 
investigations  around  Wenatchee  indicate  severe  damage  to  the  apple  crop  in 
Washington*    Three  freezes  on  the  nights  of  April  220  23  and  2kt  with  the 
hardest  the  last  night,  caused  the  injury*    This  is  the  first  general  freeze 
of  this  kind  ever  experienced  in  the  Wenatchee  and  Yakima  Valleys.  Temperatures 
as  low  as  17  degrees  were  reported  at  Cashmere s  20  at  Omakp  19  at  Yakima,  and 
23  at  Wenatchee., 

The  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  has  wired  its  representative 
to  make  an  immediate  investigation  and  report  on  the  situation  at  an  early  datee 
It  is  impossible  to  make  any  accurate  estimate  of  damage  by  freezing  until  some 
time  has  elapsed,  but  as  soon  as  practicable  a  release  will  be  made,  covering 
the  situation. 

Dr.  Fisher  also  advises    that  soft  fruits  in  Yakima  were  practically 
cleaned  out  some  time  ago,  and  the  cherries  that  escaped  the  January  cold  were 
rather  severely  damaged  by  the  recent  freezing  weather*    Peaches  in  that 
district  apparently  were  wiped  out  by  low  temperatures  during  the  winter. 
Apricots  probably  are  not  greatly  damaged,  and  pears  seem  to  have  come  through 
pretty  well,    DO  NOT  PUBLISH  THIS  REPORT. 

5a »    PALMS  SOLD  IN  LONDON  MARKET . 

Covent  Garden  market,  in  London,  apparently  handles  large  quantities  of 

palms  for  use  on  Palm  Sunday,  according  to  this  extract  from  the  London  "Daily 

Telegraph"  of  a  month  ago: 

Covent  Garden  has  received  consignments  of  palms  for  church 
decoration  on  Palm  Sunday,  the  usual  accompaniment  of  a  gorgeous  display 
of  spring  flowers*    The  palm  is  from  that  wonderfully  interesting  area 
of  ElGhe.  which  the  Romans  colonised  as  Llici,  in  Alicante*    Here,  in  the 
South-East  of  Spain,  is  an  extensive  oasis  which  appears  to  have  been 
transported  from  the  North  of  Africa.-    Buildings  and  inhabitants  belong 
to  past  centuries,  and  a  mystery  play,  or  opera,  in  the  cathedral  is  an 
.annual  event  pel  formed  with  religious  fervour.    The  thousands  of  palms 
are  the  source  of  supply  for  the  numerous  religious  celebrations  through- 
out Spain,  including  La  Procession  del  Domingo  de  Ramos  on  Palm  Sunday 
at  Seville »,   The  palm  groves  of  Elche  have  a  peculiar  appearance  during 
the  earlier  months  of  the  year,  the  fronds  of  the  male  tree  being  tied 
in  a  sheaf  for  the  purpose  of  bleaching  them  to  the  golden  hue  they 
have  when  we  see  them  in  the  churches. 

6a.    CORRECT  ADDRESS  FOR  NEW  YORK  OFFICE, 

In  last  week8  s  Division  Letter,  the  new/address  for  the  Hew  York  office 
was  given  as  follows:  "Sixth  Floor,  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  Bldg.,  102  Warren  Street,' 
We  are  now  advised  that,  while  the  firm  of  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  owns  the  building 
in  which  our  new  offices  are  located  and  have  their  own  offices  there 3  the 
building  is  not  known  as  the  Steinhardt  &  Kelly  Building*    Because  of  this  fact 
the  proper  address  for  the  New  York  office  is  simply:  102  WARREN  STREET , 
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|&»     THE  HISTORIC  CUCUi '3'£T: . 

The  London  "Daily  Telegraph"  for  March  28  carried  the  following  very 
interesting  article  on  Lea  Valley  produce,    treating  especially  of  the  cucumber. 
It  also  includes  some  striking  rules  for  grading  and  packing  fruit: 

From  the  earliest  periods  the- cucumber  has  "been  cultivated  in  the  East. 
When  the  Israelites  complained  to  Moses  in  the  wilderness,  comparing  manna  with 
the  luxuries  of  Egypt  to  the  disadvantage  of  that  heaven-sent  food,  they 
mentioned  the  cucumbers  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed  in  the  land  of  the 
Pharaohs.    From  that  day  to  ohis  the  cooling  cucumber  has  been  popular  with 
the  Hebrew  race.     It  has  been  known  in  this  country  from  the  earliest  records 
of  horticulture.     It  was  well  known,  Go  ugh  tells  us,  in  the  'T^gjri&'of  Edward 
the  Third,  but,  like  other  things  which  needed  careful  culture,  it  fell  out  of 
use  until  that  time  when  so  much  was  achieved  in  the  way  of  horticultural 
progress,  the  period  of  the  "Bluff  King  Hal,"  and,  even, then*  less  attention 
was  devoted  to  it  than  to  various  root  crops  which  thrived  in  the  open,  and 
it  was  not  generally  cultivated  until  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 

Commercial  Crop  50  Years . 

Intensive  culture  is  required,  except  for  the  ridge  variety,  and  it  is 
a  little  over  fifty  years  since  the  cucumber  was  taken  up  seriously  on  com- 
mercial lines  in  this  country,  glasshouses  used  for  bedding  plants  being 
utilised  for  a  succession  of  cucumbers,  large  size  being  aimed  at  rather 
than  quality.     It  was  in  the  "eighties"  that  the  Lea  Valley  began  to  be 
transformed  from  a  land  of  marshes,  flanked  by  the  Essex  range  of  hills,  to 
one -of  cucumber  and  tomato  culture  on  a  scale  which  surprised  those  who 
embarked  early  in  the  business.     This  extensive  area  now  accounts  for  about 
half  the  total  of  glasshouses  in  the  United  Kingdom,    From  Ponder 's-end  out  to 
■Che shunt,  and  beyond,  the  Lea  flows  past  acres  of  glass,  and  the  area  is  ever 
increasing  on  the  Middlesex  and  Hertfordshire  side,  outposts  being  now  esta- 
blished as  far  from  the  river  as  Crews  Hill,  but  the  whole  district  comes  into 
the  Lea  Valley  organisation,  which  is  maintained  for  the  improvement  of 
supplies  and  occupies  a  very  important  position  in  our  home  industries. 

Lea  Valley  cucumbers  have  just  started  their  season.    A  good  many  are 
coming  to  market  from  the  South  Coast,  but  Lea  valley  produce  holds  the 
premier  position  directly  it  gets  into  full  swing,  prolific  production  pro- 
viding many  advantages  as  to  grading,  &c»,  and  the  proximity  to  the  metropolis 
also  helps,    When  the  Lea  Valley  cucumber  and  the  daffodil  arrive  on  the 
market  the  trade  marks  off  "spring  is  here"  on  the  calendar,  and  efforts 
are  made  to  popularise  salads.    Before  the  war  there  was  one  eye  on  Germany 
and  the  other  on  the  home  markets,  but,  although  Germany  is  open  to  buy 
anything  and  everything  in  foodstuffs,  Holland  has  such  an";  advantage  as 
regards  transport  that  Germany  will  be  consuming  more  Dutch  than  English 
cucumbers  this  season.    Dutch  growers  were  outdoor  and  cold-house  people  before 
the  rar,  but  have  taken  up  production  with  heated  houses  wholeheartedly,  and 
can  place  their  produce  on  rail  direct  to  the  German  markets. 
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Supplies  and  Competition. 

This  should  really  "benefit  our  growers  of  cucumbers  and  tornatoes-also 
consumers-as  they  can  devote  more  attention  to  our  own  markets,  having  less 
Dutch  competition,    This  must  he  qualified,  however,  by  the  possibility  of 
the  German  demand  collapsing.    Then  the  Dutchmen  who  have  grown  cucumbers 
for  German  consumption  will  seek  an  outlet  for  their  produce,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain they  will  look  across  the  North  Sea  to  England,     So  far,  the  home  trade 
has  had  a  rebuff  because  of  the  high  price  realised  for  salmon,  Scotch  having 
•changed  hands  at  Billingsgate  at  3s  9&  per  lb. 

Lea  Valley  tomatoes  start  in  May.    Main  supplies  now  are  from  the 
Canary  Islands,    Those  arriving  from  South  Africa  are  disappointing,  the 
'trade  being  in  its  apprenticeship  stage  with  much  to  learn  as  to  packing,  &c< 
They  are  either  too  green  or  too  ripe,  the  happy  medium  having  yet  to  be 
discovered,    Considerable  quantities  of    cos  and  cabbage  lettuce  are  arriving 
from  France,  but  endive  is  still  prohibited  under  the  export  decree, 

Fruit  Grading  and  Packing. 

On  Monday  the  first  Australian  apples  of  the  season  are  due  by  the 
Demosthenes,  which  sailed  on  Feb,  22,  ^and  is  bringing  10,83*+  cases  for  London 
and  Hull*    There  are  also  grapes  and  pears- on  board  for  London,     The  Esperance 
Bay,  due  a  week  later,  has  30>929  cases  of  apples  for  London.    South  African 
consignments  include  large  quantities  of  pears  and  grapes,  also  plums,  peaches, 
apples,  and  pineapples.    Measures  have  been  employed  to  ensure  good  displays 
of  Empire  fruit,  both  fresh  and  dried,  at  the  Wembley  Exhibition.     In  connec- 
tion   with  South  African  fruit,  some  hints  to  exporters  by  Mr.  Ralph  Bulmer, 
Chief  Government  Fruit  Inspector,  are  concise  and  of  interest  to  our  growers 
at  home*    They  include:" See  that  your  fruit  is  at  the    correct  state  of  ripeness 
before  packing;  grade  correctly  as  to  size  and  quality*    Green  peaches  will 
not  pass  inspection.    Do  not  pack  any  fruit  that  you  would  not  like  to  give 
to  your  best  friend.    Do  not  fill  your  boxes-  with  wood-wool.  -  There  is  no 
sale^for  it  in  England,    Your  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters  are  the  best 
packers  you  can  get.    Come  and' see  me  if  you  have  a  complaint.    Do  not  pack 
sour  grapes;  colic  is  uncomfortable."    These  are  a  selection  from  a  long  list. 

There  are  good  supplies  of  Canadian  and  American  apples,  of  Spanish, 
Jaffa,  Calif ornianseedless,  and  Floridan oranges,  and  West  Indian  and  Floridan 
grape  fruit  has  a  steady  sale.    Bananas  arc  plentiful  and  cheap.  South 
African  grapos  arc  in  splondid  condition,  and  strawberries  range  from  about 
l^s  to  UOs  per  lbvwholosalG , 

7a,     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  APRIL  26: 

i  :      Page  26l  -  Special  paragraph  on  Apples  in  weekly  review, 

263--  Louisiana  Strawberries  Delayed,  -  by  R.  H.  Lamb. 

-  Movement  of  South  Carolina  tomatoes  (filler). 

-  Association  Sells  Fruit  Worth  Half  Million. 

-  Federal-State  Inspections  at  Florida  Shipping  Points  (filler). 

266  -  Cucumbers  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  (filler). 

-  Cantaloupes  in  Goorgia  and  South  Carolina  (filler). 

267  -  Asparagus  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  (filler), 

-  Watermelon  planting  in  Goorgia  (filler). 
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9  a,     DOMESTIC  WOOL  SECTION  REPORTS  PROGRESS  DURING  APRIL, 

Tlie  Domestic  Wool  Section,  handling  19 18  excess  wool  profits,  reports 
considerable  progress  during  the  month  of  April,    Complete  payments  were  made 
by  five  wool  dealers,  two  of  whose  cases  were  in  the  hands  of  United  States 
District  Attorneys.    A  payment  of  over  $7,&O0  also  was  received  from  a  large 
central  dealer,  whose  case  l^as  "been  in  correspondence  and  in  conferences  for 
"three  years.  Seven  dealers  were  called  upon  to  pay  excess  profits.  Eighteen 
cases  pending  against  commission  merchants,  who  handled  wool  in  191°,  were 
closed.     Checks  aggregating  nearly  $10*000  were  mailed  to  wool  growers  during 
the  month. 

One  important  case  against  a  wool  dealers,  will  he  reached  for  argument 
in  court  in  Chicago  on  May  13 .     The  case  against  a  wool  dealer  in  Baltimore, 
which  was  believed  to  have  been  lost  to  the  Government  on  trial  on  the  facts, 
is  to  be  reargued  this  month  on  certain  vital  interpretations  af  the  regulations 
at  the  request'  of  the  court. 

The  work  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section  was  thoroughly  discussed  for  two 
hours  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  last  week,  but  the  point  of 
order  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  item  were  both  defeated,  indicating  the 
desire  of  Congress  that  the  work  shall  be  continued  to  completion, 

10a.     TEXAS  ONION  SITUATION  IN  UPPER  COUNTIES. 

In  a  letter  of  April  2*4,  W.  H,  Mosier,  in  charge  of  the  Market  News 

field  station  at  Asherton,  Texas,  included  the  following  observations:* 
"Have  had  an  opportunity  to  lqok  over  some  of  the  onion  fields 
and  to  see  some  of  the  stock  being  loaded.    The  onions  are  Of  medium 
size  but  very  good  quality,  there  being  very  few  seed  stems,  splits 
and  doubles..    Dealers  and  growers  tell  me  the  quality  is  much  better 
than  that  of  last  year,    Mr.  Shirley,  the  Federal  inspector,  is  on  the 
job.    Hie  Inspection  Service  is  very  popular,  and  a  majority  of  the 
shipments  will  be  Federal-State  inspected. 

The  Texas  Onion  Growers1  Association  controls  about  two-thirds 
of  the  tonnage  from  the  Upper  Counties,  which  will  be  sold  through  the 
Federated,  organization.    Shipments  are  very  light  to  date,  and  the 
market  extremely  poor,    Wire  sales  for  Yellows  today  will  probably  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $1.35-1.50  per  crate,  with  cash  transactions 
from  15^  to  25^  lower,  if  any  lower,    Growers  and  dealers  are  very 
pessimistic  as  to  the  ultimate  outcome  of  the  deal,  which  will  probably 
dreg  on  until  the  first  of  June." 
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MARKET  ITEV/S  SERVICE  J 

lb  .      CODE  PHRASES  FOR  TERMINAL  A^D  F.O.B.WIRE  AUCT  IQiTS  ( EFFECT  I VE  MAY  q)  . 

The  phrase,  "terminal  f .  o.  b.  auction,"  which  has  "been  used  in  our 
market  reports  to  describe  auction  sales  in  terminal  markets  on  an  f.o.b.  "basis 
(of  cars  which  are  just  "being  shipped  or  are  rolling),  by  linking  up  buyers  in 
several  cities  at  the  same  time  by  means  of  private  wires,  has  never  been 
entirely  satisfactory,.      Indeed,  it  was  rather  contradictory.    It  has  now  been 
decided  to  describe  these  as  "f  .o.b.  wire  auctions."    The  phrase,  "terminal 
auctions"  will  now  be  used  in  the  reports  to  designate  sales  in  the  terminal 
markets  of  cars  already  on  track  in  these  markets,  with  samples  on  display  at 
the  auction  rooms* 

On  the  "GOD-GOS"  page  of  the  code,  add 
GOW       F.o.b.  wire  auctions 
GOX       Terminal  auctions 

2b.      POTATO  SITUATION  117  HASTINGS  SECTION, 

Considerable  difference  of  opinion  seemed  to  exist  this  season  as 
to  the  probable  yield  and  production  of  potatoes  in  the  Hastings  section  of 
Florida.    As  indicated  in  the  following  letter  of  April  21,  from  F.H.  Scruggs, 
he  estimates  an  output  of  about  3,000  carloads,  based  on  yield  of  30  barrels 
per  acre: 

"It  seems  to  me  that  the  crop  had  as  many  handicaps  last  year 
as  it  is  likely  to  have  this  year.    The  acreage  for  the  State  last  year  x?as 
19» 310  and  produced  3»^95  cars.    The  three  counties  in    Hastings  section 
produced  at  least  2,569  cars,  or    13-3%  of  the  Florida  crop.    I  do  not  know 
the  acreage  planted  in  these  counties  last  year,  but  would  say  "jOp  of  the 
State  total,  or  approximately  13,500.    At  the  same  ratio  of  production 
as  last  year,  there  would  be  approximately  3,500  cars  from  the  three  counties. 
Carrying  this  a  little  further:    If  a  35-bbl .  yield  (last  year's  basis) 
would  produce  3»500  cars  on  this  season's  acreage,  then  a  30-bbl .  yield 
ought  to  produce  3»°°0  cars  this  year. 

"This  is  a  wild  place, -wild  cats,  alligators,  rattlesnakes,  bear, 
and  almost  anything  else  wild  in  the  animal  line  that  you  can  think  of. 
llext  Sunday  I  may  go  out  in  these  wilds  with  some  huntsmen.    If  the  bulletin 
doesn't  come  out  next  Monday,  you  known  whom  to  notify,-  nearest  relative." 

Since  Mr.  Scruggs1  letter  was  written,  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Live- 
stock   Estimates  issued  a  report  under  date  of  April  26.    This  shows  last 
year's  acreage  in  the  Hastings  district  as  1*1,960  acres,  compared  with 
IS, U30  this  season.    Last  year's  yield  is  given  as  96  bushels  per  acre, 
against  90  indicated  this  year.    The  1923  production  of  1,%6»0Q0  bushels 
compares  with  forecast  of  1,659,000  bushels  this  season. 

3b.      RADIO  REPORTS  gg  KA17SAS  CITY. 

In  addition  to  marked  portions  of  the  Weekly  Review,  now  being 
broadcast  by  the  Kansas  City  "Star"  from  Station    WMF,  R.  S.  Lumbard  advises 
that  he  recently  completed  arrangements  with  the  Sweeney  Automotive  and 
Electric  Company  for  broadcasting  the  Kansas  City  fruit  and  vegetable  reports 
each  day,  at  ei.ther  10:30  or  11:30  A.M.    This  radio  report  includes  potato, 
apple,  onion,  cabbage  and  strawberry  markets,  together  with  arrivals, 
diversions,  and  cars  on  track. 


gjjj  Incision  .better,  may  2,  l?2h. 


Ub ,    CALIFORNIA  OI'IQrS  ;JTD  CuARARTIHL  SITn,vTT01^ 

More  of  the  como^i cations  result  ir?e;  fft?m  quarantines  against  the  foot 
and  mouth  disease  in  palifcrhia  are  Drought  out  by  the  following  letter  of 
April  22,  from  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office :- 

"It  seer.s  that  the  Coachella  onion  deal  has  been  delayed  about  a  reek 
by  cold  weather,  so  that  shipments  arc  expected  to  begin  about  the  first  of 
next  meek.    Carlots  are  moving  now  from  the  Imperial  Valley  but  the  volume 
from  that  section  Trill  bo  small. 

1TThe  shippers  are  badly  scared  on  account  of  the  quarantines  imposed 
by  the  western  Sta.tes,  due  to  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  here.     Since  Texas 
is  so  late  this  year,  it  locks  like  the  Coachella  shippers  are  going  to  need 
the  western  markets  badly,  as  it  Trill  be  hard  to  ship  east  against  the  peak 
of  shipments  from  Texas «    Arizona  and  Washington  have  absolute  quarantines- 
against  all  fruit  and  vegetable ^shipments  from  California,  and  the  other 
vrestcrn  States  require  certif legation"  or  fumigation,  or  both, 

'•'The  Governor  has  appointed  cornittees  to  visit  the  near-by  States 
and  outline  to  the  quarantine  officials  the  methods  that  are  used  in  handling 
outbreaks  of  the  disease,     I  have  suggested  to  members  of  these  committees 
that  the  Imperial  and  Coachella  Valleys  are  remote  from  the  infected  areas, 
are  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  State  by  deserts  and  mountain  ranges,  and 
are  accessible  by  only  t\70  roads,  both  of  which  are  guarded  and  protected 
by  disinfecting  stations.     I  also  suggested  thai  they  prepare  maps,  as  pa.rt 
of  their  arguments,  that  rill  bring  out  th^ss  features,  and  they  feel  that 
they  are  going  tc  be  able  to  get  the  quarantine  restrictions  modified  for 
shipments  from  these  two  valleys  at  least,    It  is  doubtful  if  ;_rizona  will 
modify  her  restrictions,  "oat  it' ie  probable  that  these  committees  -ill  be  able 
to  open  up  most  of  the  western  markets," 

5b,     DISTRIBUTION  OP  GEORGIA  PRAC'RIS. 

Last  meek  J.  L,  Rent on,  President  of  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange 
visited  the  Washington  office,  and  discussed  plans  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Georgia  peach  crop.    He  outlined  the  situation  as  follows:      The  Exchange, 
which  now  controls  about  70-75%  of  the  crop,  has  appointed  the  Federated  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Growers  and  the  Joseph  Gentile  Company  as  sales  agents.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Standard  Growers 1  Exchange  (the  other  major  factor  in  the 
deal)havo  signified         willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  Georgia  Peach 
Growers  in  any  reasonable  scheme  to  assist  in  marketing  and  distributing  the 
crop.    These  two  organizations  rill  Handle  about  SOrS  of  all  the  peaches  in  the 
State.,  and  arrangements  of  our  Bureau  are  being  made  on  the  assumption  that 
they  will  agree  on  some  general  distribution  plan,  the  details  of  which  are 
yet  to  be  worked  cut.     It  is  expected,  however,  tnat  our  local  representative, 
V,  R.  Callanan,  will  sit  in  with  the  various  factors  at  a  daily  meeting,  at  ^  / 
which  the  intended  destinations  of  each  day's  shipments  wall  be  posted  and  dis 
tribution  agreed  upon,  as  has  been  done  for  many  seasons  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  cantaloupe  deal. 


E.  W.  STTLLT.liLL 

Specialist  in  Market  News* 
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STATIONS 


i  iMil  j 
List!. 


In  Charg< 


GRaED  RxipxDS,  MICH,** 
UlS  Federal  Bldg. 


EAMMOHD,  LA. 
P.  0.  Bl&g, 

HASTINGS,  FLA. 
Byrd  Bldg. 


LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

ChaT.be r  cf  Commerce 

ASKERT01T,  TEXAS** 
Schuman  Bldg. 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.** 
MOBILE,  ALA.** 


GO? 


R.  E.  Shoemaker 

R.  H.  Lamb 
F.  H.  Scrubs 


&51 

50 1  A.  E.  Prugh 

j- 

ZCk\\l.  K.  Mosier 
I 
I 

S58p7.  J,  Per  tush 
524  J.  D.  Evers 


Reports 

Potatoes 

Apples* 

Onions* 

Berries 


Po  t  a  toes 


Onions 


Onions 


Cabbage 
Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 


First 
Bulletins 


Oct.  IS 

Oct.  13 

Oct.  19 

.Apr.  1 

Apr .  14 

Apr.  ik 

Apr.  21 


May  1 
May  20 

Apr,  30 

May  15 
May  15 


Probably 
"will  Close 


May  10 
Nov.  15* 
Jan.  30* 

May  10 
May  20 
May  10 
May  20 


May  2k 
June  ik 


May  31 
June  25 
June  25 


The  f 0 1 3 o;ving  stations  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicated: 


CHAD30URN,  N.  C.** 

»5 

V.  D.  Callanan 

Berries 

May  7 

May  2*+ 

JUDSONIA,  ARK. 

R.  L«  Sutton 

Berries 

May  6 

May  31 

RIPLEY,  TOT, 

go  6 

R,  H.  Lamb 

Berries 

May  12 

May  31 

BOJLIUG  GREEN,  KY. 

S5S 

Unas signed 

Berries 

May  15 

May  31 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

S09 

Unas signed 

Cabbage 
Tomatoes 

May  15 
June  1 

June  10 
June  30 

MONET T ,  MO. 

S57 

Unas signed 

Berries 

May  19 

June  lk 

BRAJLEY,  CALIF. 

SOS 

C,  E»  Schultz 
C-.  E.  Prince 

Cant  s , 

May  26 

July  12 

The  following  station  closed  on  date  indicated: 

ORLANDO ,  FLA,** 
Angebilt  Hotel 

920 

1 

Robert  Bier, 
j  vice  J . D.  Evers 

i 

Citrus 
fruit 

Jan.  l6 
1  

Closed 
Apr .  3^ 

*  Reports  discontinued,  **  State  Dept .cooperating 

Temporary  Assignments; 
R.  M.  Peterson  )To  Florida  for  in 


G.  A,  DeHaven    )'• -spec ticn  work/ 


i 


P.  Prince  in  Los  Angeles  office, 
C,"      ;  Schultz,  c/o  Los  Angeles  office 
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1  c .      DSSTRQYIiTG  "FIW  GDiPIES'  CF  CLP  CyiRI:I?ICA^5S . 

All  field  ccpies  of  certificates  more  than  two  years  old  may  "be 
destroyed.     Inasmuch  as  these  are  connected  with  business  of  private  firms, 
the  Inspector  should  see  that  such  copies  are  destroyed  by  burning  and 
should  not  allow  them  to  go  into wsst.e-pap^r  baskets  with  other  ^aste  material. 

2c.      AI/iEi7DlvIS17jTS  TO  RULFS  AID  R^GuLAglOlTS  . 

in  order  to  provide  for  conditions  which  necessitate  issuing  several 
certificates  on  parts  of  a  lot  which  has  been  inspected  as  a  whole,  the 
following  amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  have  been  promulgated  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

Regulation  7.  .Section  1:    For  a  part  of  a  lot  previously  inspected  and 
certified,  a  certificate  may  be  issued  without  further  inspection.  The 
certificate  shall  bear  the  date  of  its  issuance  and  shall  state  that  it  is  for 
a  part  of  a  lot  inspected  on  a  specified  date  and  certified  to  be  of  the 
quality  and  condition  shewn  but  that  such  part  was  not  subsequently  inspected 
and  is  not  certified  as  being  necessarily  of  the  same  average  quality  and 
condition  as  the  entire  lot . 

Regulation  9.  by  addition  of  the  following,  which  shall  be  Paragraph  y. 

The  fee  for  a  certificate  issued  without  further  inspection  on  part 
of  a  lot  which  has  been  inspected  and  certified  as  a  whole,  as  provided  for 
under  Regulation  7>  Section  1, shall  be  "che  same  as  the  fee  for  not  to  exceed 
three  copies  of  a  certificate  as  provided  under  Pa-ragraph  H  of  this  regulation. 

Paragraph  5  of  Regulation  °,  is  renumbered  6. 

It  is  not  thought  likely  that  there  will  be  any  wide  use  for  these 
provisions,  and  it  is  Questionable  whether  a  certificate  issued  on  part  of 
a  lot  under  the  provision  of  these  amendments  would  have  much  weight  in  court. 
It  might,  however,  have  a  considerable  trade  Vc~lne  and,  if  such  certificates 
are  requested,  they  may  be  issued  as  proviled.    Since  cases  of  this  hind  are 
rather  peculiar  in  their  nature,  all  Inspectors  are  requested  to  notify  the 
".'ashington  office  before  such  certificates  are  sent  out. 

3c  .      TENTATIVE  ILS .  GRAJDES  FOR  Pi;~APPLFS  , 

With  this  DivisioT]  Letter,  each  Inspector  is  being  sent  a  copy  of 
the  tentative  grades  for  pineapples.    These  will  be  used  as  a  basis  for 
shipping -point  inspection  this  season  on  Fast  Coast  of  Florida. 

If  any  Inspector  desires  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  method  of 
growing  pineapples,  he  can  reqnest  from  the  Office  of  Publications,  Sept.  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  a  copy  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  ]>7o.  1237*  "Pineapple 
Culture  in  Florida."    This  bulletin  is  fully  illustrated. 


Division  Letter,  May  2,  1924. 


kc.     MORE  THAN  100.000  INSPECTIONS  AT  SHIPPING  POINTS. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  until  the  end  of  March,  about 
98,975  inspections  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  made  at  shipping  points  in 
2k  States,  with  which  the  Division  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  has  had  cooperative  agreements  for  this  work*    In  addition, 
about  2,000  inspections  were  made  in  four  other  States,    The  detailed  report 
follows: 


Cooperative  Inspections  at  Ship-ping  Points,  July  1,  1923  to  Mar.  "U,  192U, 


California  ^1,217 

Colorado..,   9,729 

Delaware.  ,  50 

Florida..,..   5,223 

Georgia..   330* 

Idaho  16,923 

Illinois   112 

Mas  s achus  e  1 1  s , ,   6 

Montana.  ♦ .  *   305 

Nebraska   ^,279 

Nevada   3^ 

New  Jersey,   719 


New  York. .  1,362 

North  Carolina, ......  166 

Ohio   I69 

Oregon, , ,   118 

Pennsylvania...   272 

South  Dakota   36S 

Texas  2,^37 

Utah  1,5^ 

Virginia.......   130 

Washington. 11, k&f 

West  Virginia   227 

Wisconsin   .  ,  .  1, 728 

Total  98,975 


*  Including  some  inspections  prior  to  July  1. 

The  inspections  indicated  below  were  made  at  shipping  points  as 
straight  Federal  inspections,  the  respective    States  not  being  in  position 
to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements  with  the  Federal  Department  for  this 
purpose: 


Arizona, 
Indiana, 


300 
551 


Kansas, .... 
Missouri. . . 
Total 


855 
20U 


1,910 

This  makes  a  grand  total  of  100,885  inspections  handled  in  28  States, 


5c  ♦ 


BERMUDA  ONION  INSPECTIONS  IN  COACHELLA  VALLEY. 

Bermuda  onion  inspection  work  in  the  Coachella  Valley  of  California 
started  April  20,  and  practically  all  the  crop,  consisting  of  about  900  cars, 
will  be  inspected  by  the  service  this  year.    The  revised  Bermuda  onion  grades 
are  being  used  as  a  basis  of  inspection,    A  temporary  branch  office  has  been 
established  at  Coachella,  and  H,  F.  Larson,  Supervising  Inspector,  has  been 
stationed  there  to  be  in  direct  charge  of  this  work,  with  a  force  of  eight 
inspectors,    Mr.  Larson's  permanent  head-quarters  are  in  Los  Angeles, 

6c.    PENNSYLVANIA  GR&DE  BOOKLET . 

With  last  week's  Division  Letter,  each  Inspector  was  sent  a  copy  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Dept.  of  Agriculture's  General  Bulletin  No.  381,  entitled: 
"Standard  Grades  for  Apples,  Potatoes  and  Wheat,"    This  was  enclosed  after  the 
D.  L,  had  been  mimeographed*  and  therefore  was  not  mentioned  in  last  Letter. 

F.  G.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  was  at  Minneapolis  on  Thursday,  and  expected  to  be  at 
Madison,  Wis«,  today.    He  will  stop  at  the  Chicago  office  Saturday  and  be 
back  in  Washington  by  Sunday  night,  May  U». 

Mr.  Samson  is  now  in  Denver,  conferring  with  authorities  there  re- 
garding standardization  work*    He  probably  will  spend  about  a  week  visiting 
various  points. in  Colorado,  before  returning  to  Washington. 

Thorland  R,  Hall,  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  an  Assist- 
ant Marketing  Specialist  (F&V),  and  is  expected  to  report  in  Chicago  within 
the  next  few  days',  .where  he  will  take  training  in  inspection  work.    For  the 
past  year,  Mr.  Hall  has  been  connected  with  the  Experiment  Station  at  Frosser, 
Wash.,  as -an  Assistant  Extension  Professor  of  Horticulture.    From  1911  to  1920, 
Mr.  Hall  gained . experience  in  orchard  operations  by  assisting  with  picking 
and  packing  various  deciduous  fruits,  especially  during  summer  vacations. 
During  the  latter. part  of  1920,  he  was  student  instructor  in  apple  packing  at 
Oregon  Agricultural  College.    Mr*  Hall  received  his  master's  degree  from  that 
College  in  1922,  and  remained  there  as  an  instructor  until  June,  1923* 

C,  L,  Brown  left  Washington  *on  Wednesday  night  for  New  York  Cityi  He 
will  be  in  temporary  charge  of  the  New  York  Market  News  office  after  the  de- 
parture of  0.  D,  Miller,  about  May  12,    It  should  be  remembered  also  that 
H,  S,  Stiles  is  acting  in  charge  of  the  Boston  office  of  the  News  Service. 

On  the  list  of  temporary  field  stations  of  the  Market  News  Service, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  opening  of  most  of  the  strawberry  stations  has  been 
further  delayed,  because  of  lateness  of  the  season.' 

a  special  10  A-.M,  mimeographed  sheet  is  being  distributed  by  -  •  -  < 
F.  H»  Scruggs  at  Hastings,  Fla.,  showing  the  New  York  City  arrix^als  of  Florida 
potatoes  and  market  prior  to  7  A,  M»;  the  shipping-point  information  for  the 
previous  day,  and  destinations  and  diversions, 

V,  D^  Callanan  will  not  leave  the  Washington  office  until  Sunday  or 
Monday,  for  Chadbourn,  N,  C,    He  has  been  working  during  the  past  week  on  a 
tabulation  of  destinations  of  Georgia  peaches,  preparatory  to  the  opening  of 
the  Fort  Valley  field  station,  where  it  is  expected  that  this  table  will  be  of 
special  value  in  shaping  the  distribution  of  the  peach  crop. 

The  early  part  of  this  week,  H,  J.  Clay  made  a  brief  visit  to  Boston, 
where  he  conferred  with  honey  and  peanut  firms  regarding  the  market  reports 
on  these  products. 

R.  L,  Sutton,  who  has  been  assisting  R,  H,  Lamb,  at  the  Hammond,  La,, 
field  station,  will  ibave  by  Sunday  for  Judsonia,  Ark.,  where  he  will  issue 
market  reports  on  strawberries. 

The  market  news  work  in  Los  Angeles  is  being  handled  temporarily  by 
George  E.  Prince,  while  H,  AA  Harris  is  on  t  wo  weeks' leave* 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (  Cont inued ) 

J».;.W4  Park  can  "be  reached  through^  the  Forest  Service  office  at 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  during  the  next  six  or  eight  weeks.    Congress  recently- 
granted  $1,000, 0C0  to  be  used  in  the  relief  of  drought-stricken  areas  of  New 
Mexico,  and  Mr,  Park  has  gone  to  Albuquerque,  with  C,  W.  W  ar  burton1,  Director 
of  Extension  Work,  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  this- fund.    It  will  be 
remembered  that  Mr*  Park  was  engaged  in  Seed  Grain -Loan  work  in  the  Northwest 
for  more  than  a  year*    Before  returning  from  this  present  assignment,  it  is 
expected  that  he  will  visit  truck-crop  areas  in  the  West,  to  obtain  data  for 
the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates* 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  of  the  Denver  office,  has  gone  to  Kansas  city,  and 
will  be  in  temporary  charge  of  inspection  work  there,  while  0*  N,  Harsha  goes 
to  the  White  County  district  to  handle  shipping-point  inspections  of  strawberries 
Mr.  Harsha1  s  headquarters  probably  will  be  at  Judsonia,  Ark*' 

R«  C4  Butner  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  the  strawberry  sections  of 
Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  where  he  will  assist  Mr.  Gregory,  in  Tennessee,  and 
Mr.  Harsha,  in  Arkansas,  to  start  the  inspection  work  on  berries  in  those 
respective  districts*    Mr.  Butner  will  be  away  from  Chicago  at  least  two  weeks. 

Leaving  Pittsburgh  £st  Monday,  J.  A.  Marks  proceeded  to  Chattanooga, 
Temu,  by  automobile,  where  "he  will  supervise  inspection  work  on  strawberries. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Harry  Duncan,  formerly,  of  the  New' York' State  inspection 
staff,  who  will  serve  as  one  of  the  local  inspectors  in  eastern  Tennessee.. 

Louis  Marks,  a  prominent  distributor  of  lettuce  from  Wayne  County,  New 
York  (just  east  of  Rochester),  was  in  Washington  to  confer  with  Mr.  Rohb  re-  ■ 
garding  the  possibility  of  shipping-point  inspection  of  next  season's  crop*. 

Miss  Mignon  E,  Langill,  of  the  Minneapolis  Market  News  office',,  .resigned 
April  3°»  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Esther  S,.  Erickson. 

The  Easter  issue  of  ;the  "Sunday  News,0  -  NewYork  City,  -  had  among  its 
front-page  pictures  an  interesting  photograph  of  Mrs.  F,  E,  Kast (formerly 
Miss  Charlotte  Unterweiser )•,  of  the  Market  "News,  staff  in  that  city.  .  It  shows 
Mrs.,  Kast  standing  between  two  large  heads  of  cabbage,  with  an  arm  stretched 
around  each  of  the  .cabbages,  and  the-  inscription  reads i  "Larger  than  the  head 
of  Mrs.  'Effie1  Kast  are  these  great  17-pound  cabbages,  received  by  Department 
of  Agriculture  here  yesterday  from  Florida."  .  It  seems  that  the  cabbage  were 
borrowed  from  a  produce  dealer  whose  office  is  next  to  ours.    The  same 
photograph  appeared  in  the  Pittsburgh  "Post1',  on  April  2^. 

J.  E,  E,  Gantt,  mimeograph  operator  in  Washington,  has  gone  on  two 
weeks1  leave,  during  which  time  he  will  have  an  operation  for  the  removal  of 
his  tonsils*    Frank  O'Brien  will  handle  the  mimeographing  work  during  • 
Mr.  Gantt' s  absence. 


220. 


Division  Letter,  May  2T   19  2^. 


OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued) 

The  following  changes  of  location  have  been  made  by  the  cooperative 
Inspectors  in  California:-  H,  W.  Peterson-,  until  recently  stationed  at  El 
Centro,  is  now  in  the  Los  Angeles  office,  285  Wholesale  Terminal  Bldg. 
A,  D.  Atterbury,  who  also  was  at  El  Centro,  can  now  be  reached  through  the 
State  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  at  Sacramento.    F.  C,  Cadwallader,  of  the  State 
staff,  is  at  present  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  article  on  Page  217  °f  this  D.  L«,  entitled:  "Bermuda  Onion  In- 
spections in  Coachella  Valley, u  was  written  by  G.  C,  Henny,  of  Mr.  Allewelt's 
office,  in  Sacramento,    Mr.  Henny  expects  to  be  able*  to  submit  frequent  items 
regarding  the  inspection  service  in  California,  for  the  information  of  our 
readers, 

Daylight  saving  time  is  now  in  effect  in  the  following  cities  on  the 
Bureau's  leased  wire  system:-  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Harrisburg, 
Baltimore,  Pittsburgh,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  and  Chicago.    This  enables  market 
reports  from  those  cities  to  reach  Washington  an  hour  earlier  than  usual. 

The  home  address  of  H,  H,  Henderson,  Inspector  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  has 
been  changed  to  126l  Bay  View  Boulevard.  Mr,  Henderson  is  now  on  10  days* 
leave* 


7c,    SEED  STEMS  IN  BERMUDA  ONIONS, 

Some  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  new 
definition  of  seed  stems  in  Bermuda  onions.     Careful  examination  of  samples 
submitted  by  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr,  Longino  indicates  that  all  large  seed  stems 
are  either  woody  at  time  of  harvest  or  become  so  during  transit.    Such  seed 
stems  are  excluded  from  U.  S.  Grade  No.  1.    Small  seed  stems  are  generally 
soft  and  are  not  noticeable,     Cross  sections  of  onions  which  have  small  seed 
stems  show  that  the  cavity  is  small  and  the  onions  are,  therefore,  not 
"damaged"  either  in  appearance  or  in  quality. 

In  judging  seed  stems  in  receiving  markets,  therefore,  size  will  be 
the  best  indication  as  to  whether  or  not  the  individual  onions  should  be 
counted  against  the  grade.    It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  any  seed 
stem  which  is  hard  and  plainly  visible,  regardless  of  size,  must  be  thrown 
out  of  the  grade.  , 
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la,    LATER  REPORTS  Oil  THE  WASHINGTON  FREEZE, 

C-.  S.  Ray,  Agricultural  Statistician  for  the  State  of  Washington, 
furnished  the  following  information  under  date  of  May  2: 

Fruit  cro-os  in  Washington  suffered  considerable  injury  from  freezing 
during  the  latter  half  of  April  but  it  is  too  early  to  predict  the  exact  extent 
of  the  damage,    The  U,  S.  Weather  Bureau  states  that  11  temperatures  ranging 
from  lk°  to  26°  were  common   on  the  24th  and  2~th"  in  eastern  Washington. 

In  the  Wenatchee  district,  the  freezing  occurred  in  spots  and,  while 
some  areas  were  severely  injured,  others  escaped  with  very  little  damage.  The 
Delicious  apples  seemed  to  have  suffered  more  than  any  other  variety,  Damage 
to  apples  in  Chelan  and  Douglas  Counties  is  probably  not  over  25  per  cent;  no 
report  from  Okanogan  County  is  available  at  this  time. 

In  the  Yakima  Valley  the  damage  was  quite  widespread,  being  most  serious 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  Valley,    However,  a  fair-sized  crop  is  expected,  - 
possibly  two- thirds  the  size  of  the  1923  crop. 

The  Walla  Walla  district  suffered  very  serious  injury  and  the  District 
Horticultural  Inspector's  preliminary  estimate  is  for  100  cars  of  apples, 
compared  with  about  1,200  cars  last  year. 

Little  frost  damage  is  reported  in  the  Spokane  apple  district. 

Around  White  Salmon  and  Underwood,  the  Delicious  apples  show  some  injury 
but  later  varieties  indicate  a  good  set, 

2a.     MARKETING-  OF  NORTHWESTERN  APPLES. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Yakima,  Wash.,  April  12,  steps  were  taken  for  the 
formation  of  the  Northwestern  Fruit  Growers'  Commission,  as  a  selling  agency 
for  the  associations  handling  apples*    Five  associations,  handling  about  S,000 
Carloads  a  year,  through  their  representatives,  agreed  to  assist  in  the 
formation  of  the  Commission,  as  did  also  a  sixth  association  now  being  formed. 
According  to  reports  obtained  by  the  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation,  an 
organization  committee  was  elected  and  a  tentative  form  of  organization  was 
drawn  up.     It  is  proposed  to  incorporate  as  a  capital  stock,  non-profit 
company  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Washington.    The  stock  will  be  issued 
in  trust  to  the  directors  representing  the  various  associations  which  join  the 
new  organizations.     It  is  expected  that  10,000  carloads  of  apples  will  be 
pledged  to  the  Commission, 

The  organizations  which  are  taking  an  activepart  in  launching  the  new 
Commission  are:  the  Yakima  Fruit  Growers1  Association,  Yakima;  the  Wenatchee 
District  Cooperative  Association,  Wenatchee;  the  Hood  River  Apple  Growers' 
Association,  Hood  River,  Ore.;   the  Spokane  Valley  Growers'  Union,  Opportunity, 
Wash, ;   the  Inland  Empire  Cooperative  Association,  Walla  Walla;  and  the  Selah 
CooDerative  Growers,  Selah,  Wash,,  now  being  formed. 

(Page  221) 
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3a,     CALIFORNIA  RHUBARB. 

The  following  interesting  article  was  submitted  by  C.  J.  Hansen,  of 
the  San  Irancisco  office: 

The  rhubarb  deal  in  Alameda  County,  California,  is  fast  drawing  to  a 
close,  with  one  of  the  biggest  seasons  in  its  history.    About  2^0  straight 
carloads  of  rhubarb  had  gone  to  eastern  markets  by  the  end  of  April,  and 
approximately  ^3,000  boxes  were  shipped  in  less  than  carlo ts  and  mixed  cars 
to  cities  on  the  Pacific  Coast.     This  brings  total  commercial  production  to 
325  carloads.    Last  year  only  lhk  carloads  of  rhubarb  were  shipped  to  the 
East.     This  season,  however,  has  not  been  so  profitable  as  last,  because  of 
increased  production  and  lack  of  rainfall,  which  retarded  the  growth  and 
made  less  than  10%  fancy  packs. 

Approximately  1,000  acres  are  planted  to  rhubarb  in  Alameda  County, 
with  San  Leandro  and  San  Lorenzo  the  centers  of  production.    There  is  also 
a  small  acreage  around  Manteca  and  San  Pablo,  but  this  is  sold  locally  in 
San  Francisco  and  Oakland,    The  first  district  competing  with  Alameda  County 
is  walla  Walla,  Washington,  but  most  of  the  local  crop  is  marketed  before 
shipments  from  Walla  Walla  begin* 

Being  a  perennial  plant,  rhubarb  will  bear  to  good  advantage  until  it 
is  seven  to  ten  years  of  age.    When  the  shoots  first  start  coming  through  the 
soil,  the  rows  are  hilled  up,  almost  covering  the  plants.    Shortly  after 
seeding  begins,  cutting  is  stopped,  as  this  has  a  tendency  to  retard  growth 
during  the  next  season.    The  hills  are  then  plowed  away  and  the  stalks  soon 
dry  out  and  die. 

Most  of  the  rhubarb  in  this  section  is  marketed  through  the  Central 
California  Rhubarb  Association,  comprised  mainly  of  Portuguese  growers. 
This  Association,  which  was  organized  under  direction  of  representatives  of 
the  California  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
organizations  of  farmers  in  existence,  including  more  than  95$  °^  ^he 
rhubarb  growers. 

Crop  Carefully  Handled. 

All  packing  is  done  by  growers.    The  rhubarb  is  dipped  several  times 
in  tanks  of  water  to  remove  dust  and  dirt.    While  in  the  tanks,  it  is  sorted 
into  three  grades:  fancy,  extra  choice,  and  choice.     It  is  then  packed  into 
boxes  similar  in  size  to  apple  boxes,  holding  approximately  ^0  pounds  net. 
The  cost  of  picking  and  packing  ranges  between  JGa  and  kOfi  per  box,  according 
to  reports  from  the  Association.    The  packed  rhubarb  is  hauled  to  loading 
stations,  where  it  is  placed  in  refrigerated  cars  holding  from  50*4-  to  520 
boxes. 

Distribution  of  this  vegetable  on  the  Pacific  Coast  is  handled  by  one 
San  Francisco  jobber,  who  receives  10/S  commission  on  all  sales.    The  price 
each  day  is  set  by  the  Association,  and  the  jobber  is  not  permitted  to  sell 
for  less.    If  he  can  obtain  more  than  this  price,  he  is  welcome  to  the  extra 
profit.    Supplies  destined  to  eastern  markets  are  handled  by  the  California 
Vegetable  Union  on  consignment,  but  the  Association  does  not  attempt  to 
regulate  prices  on  these  shipments.    The  grower  cannot  pull  his  crop  or  sell 
independently,  unless  he  is  so  instructed  by the  Manager  of  the  Association, 
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This  has  a  tendency  to  keep  the  supplies  from  flooding  any  certain  market. 
Late  last  season,  the  growers  were  released  from  their  contracts  before 
settlement  had  been  made  for  all  eastern  shipments,     This  tended  to  break 
^        the  market,  and  no  member  will  be  released  this  year  until  the  last  car  is 
disposed  of, 

Net  returns  from  rhubarb  sold  locally  and  in  eastern  markets  are 
averaged  and  pro- rated  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  boxes  shipped  by  each 
grower.     It  is  still  too  early  to  obtain  final  figures,  but  growers  feel 
that  the  returns  will  be  less  than  last  season's  average  of  $l*o5  per  box, 
after  all  freight  and  selling  charges  were  deducted, 

Ua.     TEXAS  HONEY  BALL  MBLQNS. 

The  report  below  was  received  from  W.  D,  Googe,  of  the  Fort  Worth 

office: 

Texas  Honey  Ball  melons,  which  have  been  developed  and  propagated  in 
Tarrant  County,  Texas,  during  the  past  two  years,  are  being  grown  in  the 
section  around  Fort  V/orth  for  commercial  shipment  in  The  acreage  in 

Tarrant  County  is  placed  at  1,800,  Wise  County  200,  Denton  County  ta), 
Parker  County  100,  or  a  total  of  2,500  acres,  the  production  from  which  will 
be  handled  by  the  Texas  Honey  Ball  Association,     In  1923  only  65  acres  were 
planted,  largely  for  experimental  purposes,  35  acres  for  the  market  and  the 
balance  for  seed  and  advertising..    All  shipments  were  handled  by  express, 
and  the  average  price  received  was  $1,25  f.o.b,  shipping  point  per  flat 
crate  (Jumbo  5|"xl6JMx22j" )  of  12  to  15  melons. 

The  melon  is  a  cross  between  the  Texas  Cannon  Ball  cantaloupe  and  the 
California  Honey  Dew  melon,  is  almost  perfectly  round  in  shape  and  averages 
about  5  inches  in  diameter,     Its  meat  is  similar  in  texture  to  that  of  the 
Honey  Dew,  one  and  a  half  inches  thick,  and  is  covered  by  a  smooth,  thin 
rind,  fairly  well  netted.     Its  chief  merit  lies  in  its  shipping  qualities 
and  its  flavor,  experiments  having  shown  that  shipments  can  be  made  without 
refrigeration  to  any  section  of  the  United  States  requiring  ten  days  to  two 
weeks'  time.    Another  point  in  its  favor  is  that  it  is  not  susceptible  to 
damage  from  bruises  caused  by  ordinary  handling, 

On  May  1  all  of  the  2,500  acres  had  been  planted  and  a  very 
satisfactory  stand  was  reported.    The  seeds  are  planted  in  checkered  rows 
(6  by  6  or  6  by  E  feet),  one  or  two  plants  being  left  in  a  hill,  If 
seasonal  conditions  are  favorable,  it  is  expected  that  two  acres  will  produce 
a  carload,  or  that  the  total  crop  will  be  1,200  to  1,300  cars,  which  will 
begin  to  move  July  10  or  15,     The  Fort  Worth  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  actively 
sponsoring  the  propagation  of  this  commodity,  also  its  distribution, 

53*     SPECIAL  ONION  STATISTICS. 

The  April  30  issue  of  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,"  a  mimeographed 
paper  issued  by  this  Bureau,  contains  a  lot  of  very  valuable  data  on  onions. 
At  least  11  pages  are  devoted  to  statistical  tables  on  this  product.  Detailed 
textual  reports  are  given  for  Spain  and  Egypt.    Acreage  and  production  figures 
are  presented  for  the  last  five  years  for  each  of  the  important  producing 
countries  in  North  America,  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  etc.    Prices  prevailing  in 
Spain  and  Jgypt  also  are  shown.    Onion  exports  from  the  United  States  are 
given  by  months  and  by  countries,  from  1920  to  1923  inclusive,  and  for  this 
fiscal  year  up  to  April  1.  Both  export  and  import  statistics  for  the  United 
States  are  included  for  the  60  years,  186k  to  1923. 
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lb,    MOBE  ABOUT  COACHELLA  VALLEY  ONIONS, 

H,  A,  Harris  gives  the  following  first-hand  information  regarding  con- 
ditions in  the  Coachella  Valley  of  California*    His  letter  was  written  from  Los 
Angeles  on  April  30: 

"I  went  to  Coachella  and  near-by  points  last  Friday  and  Saturday ,  and 
believe  that  the  trip  was  well  worth  while,     I  made  arrangements  with  the 
'Coachella  Valley  Submarine1  at  Coachella  and  the  'Late  Palm1  at  Indio  to 
publish  a  weekly  summary  of  the  onion  markets,  that  will  be  prepared  in  this 
office  Tuesday  for  their  Wednesday  afternoon  press  date,    I  also  arranged  with 
a  drug  store  at  Coachella  and  the  leading  hotel  to  post  the  daily  market  report; 

"The  onion  crop  is  looking  fine  and,  while  a  few  cars  went  out  last 
week,  the  movement  will  not  be  heavy  for  a  week  or  ten  days.    Many  of  the 
growers  are  holding  back  their  crcp  all  they  can,  on  account  of  the  present 
market  conditions,    The  growers  seem  to  be  taking  an  increased  interest  in 
grading  and  inspection,  and  the  State  Inspectors  were  busy  in  the  fields  teach- 
ing the  growers  the  application  of  the  revised  grades  and  the  proper  maturity 
for  commercial  cutting," 

A  more  complete  article  on  Coachella  onions,  written  by  Mr,  Harris,  will 
appear  in  an  early  issue  of  "Crops  and  Markets," 

2b,     INTERESTING  DATA  ON  LOUISIANA  BERRIES. 

R«  H,  Lamb,  in  a  letter  of  April  28,  gives  the  following  interesting 
information  regarding  strawberries  in  the  Hammond  section  of  Louisiana:- 

"Everything  is  progressing  nicely-,  so  well,  in  fact,  that  there  has 
been  no  occasion  to  write  you  before.    There  were  87  cars  out  of  the  district 
Saturday,  and  indications  today  are  that  we  shall  reach  the  peak  of  the  movement- 
Ever  since  the  opening  of  the  season  the  berries  have  been  of  exceptionally 
good  quality,-  better,  I  am  assured  by  some  of  the  buyers  that  have  followed 
this  deal  for  several  years,  than  has  been  the  case  during  the  past  few  years. 
However,  for  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  at  certain  of  the  loading  points 
some  softness  of  the  fruit,  that  may  injure  its  carrying  quality  on  long  hauls, 

"The  season  thus  far  has  been  a  very  successful  one  for  the  growers, 
but  the  contrary  is  the  case  with  respect  to  buyers.    There  have  been  two 
records  established  this  season,  one  for  the  highest-priced  car  of  berries  ever 
sold  in  the  United  States  and  the  other  for  the  highest  price  ever  paid  at  this 
point  for  a  2^-pint  crate    of  berries.    The  first  full  car  shipped  out  of  the 
district,  on  March  28,  was  sold  at  $7,  ^7  1/2  per  crate,  and  a  car  shipped 
April  lk  cost  $57-!-5*SOt  due  principally  to  heavy  loading,  the  car  containing 
895  2^-pint  ventilated  crates," 

3b.     SPECIAL  CROP  NOTES, 

A  special  mimeographed  sheet,  showing  truck  crop  conditions  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  has  been  mailed  to  all  Market  News  men  and  to  most  of 
the  Inspectors,    This  was  accompanied  by  extracts  from  a  report  on  Northwestern 
fruit  crops  by  the  Agricul tural  Statistician  for  the  State  of  Washington* 
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Ub.      ENLARGED  R/J)IO  PROG-RAM  IN  CHICAGO^ 

The  following  letter  of  May  5,  from  W,  H.  Hall,  Chicago,  shows  the 
increasing  importance  of  radio  reports  in  that  city. 

"Early  last  week  Mr.  Marquis  completed  arrangements  with  Sears,  Roebuck 
Co.,  whereby  they  will  broadcast  our  market  reports  from  their  new  station.WLS. 
This  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  stations  in  operation,  and  its  work 
will  be  devoted  largely  to  that  of  agriculture.    The  material  which  we  will 
furnish  them  makes  up  quite  a  large  program,  including  noon  market  reports  on 
live  stock,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  dairy  products.    Each  evening  (except 
Sundays  and  Mondays)  at  S  o'clock,  they  broadcast  our  general  market  review, 
which  embraces  the  projects  mentioned  above.    On  Tuesdays  the  fruit  and  vegetabl. 
market  review  is  broadcast,  on  Wednesdays  the  wool  review,  on  Thursdays  the  live 
stock  review,  on  Fridays  the  dairy  products  review,  and  on  Saturdays  the  grain, 
hay  and  feed  reviews.    No  material  is  broad-Cast  on  Monday  nights,  as  this  is 
'Silent  Night. 1 

"  Through  my  being  in  charge  of  the  radio  work  in  Chicago,  this  new  program 
has  been  assigned  to  my  project,  and  we  believe  that  our  radio  program  is  now 
the  most  extensive  of  any  of  the  various  branch  offices.    It  comprises  an  almost 
continuous  program  at  the  Great  Lakes  Station  from  S;30  A. a,  until  6:30  P»Iu; 
a  three-period  program  at  station  KYW,  consisting  of  about  2,000  words;  and  the 
new  Sears,  Roebuck  Company  (WLS)  program,  which  varies  from  1,000  to  3t0C0  words 
daily. 

"Our  first  reports  were  broadcast  last  Thursday  and  the  program    is  now 
running  smoothly.    Mr.  Bill,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  station,  kindly  asked 
me  to  make  a  talk  at  their  studio  last  Friday,    While  I  did  not  feel  any  too 
comfortable  standing  before  the  microphone,  with  some  two  dozen  aStists  looking 
on  and  watting  their  turn,  still  I  did  my  best  to  explain  the  Market  News 
Service  and  the  program  we  are  to  furnish  to  this  station,  and  trust  that  at 
least  some  of  the  farmers  were  courteous  enough  not  to  tune  out  before  I  fmnishe 
Perhaps  Mr,  Bill  thinks  I  would  fit  better  at  their  Saturday  night  barn-dances, 
which  is  one  of  their  regular  broadcast  features,  as  he  has  extended  me  an  in- 
vitation.   But  I  feel  that  I  might  also  be  somewhat  of  a  failure  there,  for  it 
is  noted  that  their  fiddler  plays  a  fiddle  with  four  strings,  whereas  back  home 
old  Sid  Wiggins  never  played  on  more  than  three  strings  and  sometimes,  two;  so 
I  am  sure  that  a  four- string  fiddle  would  be  too  artistic  for  me." 

5D«    PREPARATION  OF  MAIL  REPORTS, 

In  preparing  the  daily  mail  reports  in  market  stations,  names  of  product i; 
are  often  crossed  out  and  other  product-names  substituted,  with  conditions  and 
prices  opposite.    This  is  a  satisfactory  method  when  the  names  crossed  out  need 
not  be  used  later  on  the  same  sheet,  but  in  many  instances  such  a  product  has 
to  be  typed  in  at  the  bottom,  with  prices  and  description.    In  one  case,  carrots 
had  been  writterl  in  the  space  for  caul if  lower,  and  cranberries  crossed  out  to 
make  room  for  cauliflower  farther  down  the  page.    Mail  reports  are  more  easily 
handled  in  Washington,  when  a  certain  form  is  followed  every  day,  with  each 
product  always  listed  in  the  same  place  on  the  page. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  has  around  3»500  acres  of  cucumbers,  a  2^>fo  increase 
over  last  year.    Movement  is  expected  to  start  about  June  5  or  10. 
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6b ,     GEORGIA  ASPARAGUS. 

Valuable  dat©  on  Georgia  asparagus  were  included  in  a  letter  of  May  6 
from  T,  C,  Curry,  of  the  Atlanta  office: 

"On  Saturday,  May  3rd,  after  making  an  inspection  at  Macon,  Mr,  Turner, 
Horticultural  Agent  for  the  Central  of  Georgia  Railway,  was  kind  enough  to 
take  me  out  to  the  asparagus  sections  at  Fort  Valley  and  Marshallville , 

"The  principal  variety  grown  is  the  Palmetto,    A  few  growers  have  the 
Mary  Washington  variety,  which  is  about  the  same  type,  -  so  mueh  so  that 
some  are  unable  to  distinguish  the  two,     The  soil  must  be  light  sand  at  least 
12  inches  deep,  not  necessarily  clay  sub-soil  but  this  seems  best*    The  stock 
is  cut  2  to  3  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  ground;  then  placed  in  field 
crates  holding  approximately  one  bushel,  and  hauled  to  a  community  packing 
house  at  Marshallville,     This  packing  house  is  being  run  by  Mr,  Richard,  who 
contracted  with  the  growers  for  all  of  their  output,  field  run,  at  8#  per 
pound  up  to  and  including  May  3rd. 

"Practically  all  labor  used  is  negro,  both  men  and  women,    The  stock 
is  graded  from  the  field  crates  into  Colossal,  Fancy,  and  Choice;  then 
bunched  and  tied*    After  the  stock  is  bunched,  the  crowns  are  cut  evenly. 
Immediately  after  being  bunched,  it  is  placed  in  large  shallow  vats,  contain* 
ing  about  two  inches  of  cool  water,     This  is  done  to  keep  the  asparagus  from 
wilting,    Before  packing,  the  crates  are  lined  at  the  bottom  with  wet  moss; 
most  crates  contain  one  dozen  bunched ,  although  with  the  strings  they  were 
putting  three  dozen  to  a  crate, 

Mr,  Richard,  informed  me  that  they  were  making  quite  a  few  f«o,b,  sales,- 
in  fact,  had  not  rolled  anything  unsold  for  several  days.    These  f ,o(b,  sales 
are  being  made  mostly  at  $^-$5*50  on  Colossals^H^O  on  Fancy,  and  around 
$3  for  Choice, 

"In  talking  with  several  of  the  growers  of  that  section,  they  praised 
our  Market  Hews  Service  very  highly,    A  few  of  them  told  me  that  our  report 
reached  them  before  they  were  able  to  get  telegraphic  reports"  on  sales  made 
in  the  eastern  markets,.   They  are  very  much  enthused,  and  I  think  the  perfor- 
mance will  have  to  be  repeated  each  year, 

"Considerable  new  acreage  was  put  out  this  year  and  the  prospects 
now  are  for  an  increased  bearing  acreage  each  year  for  the  next  three  years, 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  bearing  acreage  will  be  almost  double  that  at  present, 

"The  asparagus  deal  will  last  abcut  two  weeks  longer*  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  we  continue  issuing  the  bulletin  up  to  and  including  May  17th, 
after  which  time,  I  feel  sure,  the  deal  will  be  practically  over," 

7b,    ADDITIONAL  FIELD  STATION.  SSMBMHk 

Two  weeks  ago,  distribution  was  made  of  the  su-nmary  of  the  SOUTH  CARO- 
LINA POTATO  DEAL,  SEASOiT  1523,  written  by  John  D,  Snow,    One  of  the  unique 
features  of  this  report  is  the  use  made  of  the  Weekly  Market  Review,  pre- 
pared in  the  Washington  office,    Each  week's  Review,  of  course,  contains 
paragraphs  on  both  new  and  old  potatoes,     Mr.  Snow  has  inserted  these  para- 
graphs (verbatim)m  his  summary,  under  appropriate  headings,  and  thereby  has 
given  a  review  of  the  entire  potato  situation  during  the  period  that  the 
Charleston,   S,C,,  field  station.fi  was  in  operation. 
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STd.     BRIEF  SEASONAL  REVIEWS. 

At  the  close  of  the  Texas  spinach  season,  J.  Austen  Hunter,  of  the 
Austin  office,  issued  a  two-page  statistical  summary  of  the  deal,  showing 
shipments  of  spinach,  destinations  of  Texas  stock,  and  prices  in  four  leading 
markets. 

Just  before  leaving  Orlando,  Fla. ,  J.  D.  Evers  published  a  special 
sheet,  showing  in  the  form  of  graphs  the  carlot  shipments  of  oranges  and 
grapefruit,  respectively,  for  each  month,  of  the  present  season,  compared  with 
each  month  last  season. 

9b,     NEW  FIELD  STATION  SUMMARY . 

The  latest  summary  to  be  distributed  is  the  KEARNEY,  NEBRASKA,  WHITE 
POTATO  DEAL,  SEASON  1923,  by  W.  H,  Mosier.  Copies  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Washington  office,  if  more  are  needed. 

10b.  IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  EOR  MAY  \. 

Page  277  -  Special  paragraph  on  Tomatoes  in  weekly  review. 

279  -  California  Situation  Affects  Idaho  Potatoes,  --by  G,  E.  Prince. 

-  Texas  Onions  of  Superior  Quality,  -  by  W.  H.  Mosier. 

-  Mexican  Tomatoes  for  American  Markets, 
288  -  Australian  Apple  Exports, 

-  Exports  for  the  period  July  1  to  March  31,  1922-23  and  1923-2*4, 

of  fresh  and  dried  apples;  prunes,  apricots  and  raisins. 

lib,  APRIL  SUPPLEMENT  TO  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS .  " 

In  addition  to  the, usual  crop  information  and  other  statistics, 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  material  on  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the 
April  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  Markets"- 

Page  115  -  Cantaloupe  plantings  in  Imperial  Valley,  (filler) 

-  Effects  of  frost  on  Arkansas  peaches  and  berries,  (filler) 
119  -  Marketable  Stocks  of  Potatoes  on  March  i, 

'  lJO  -  Cold  Storage  Report  for  April  1. 
133  -  Summary  of  Inspection  Work  during  March, 

-  Carlot  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  during  March. 
13*+  -  Carlot  Shipments  by  States,  during  March,  etc. 

135  -  Florida  Cabbage  in  New  York  City  (with  chart). 

-  New  York  Receives  Many  Fruits  and  Vegetables  (based 

on  New  York's  summary  of  unloads), 

136  -  Review  of  the  Old  Cabbage  Season,  with  tables. 

-  Florida  Cabbage  in  Chicago  (with  chart). 

-  Weather  conditions  affecting  Florida  melons,  (filler) 
140  -  Alabama  cabbage  situation,  (filler) 

1U3  -  Florida  tomato  situation,  (filler) 


E.  f,  ST ILL WELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News, 
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*  Reports  discontinued.  **State  Dept.  cooperating. 

Temporary  Assignments; 


R,  M,  Peterson  )  To  Florida  for  in- 
G#  a,  DeHaven    )  spection  uork( 


G,  E4  Prince  in  L0s  Angeles  office. 
C,  E.  Schultz  in  San  Francisco  office. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


13  YOUR  LIST  OF  LATEST  FEDERAL  GRADES  COMPLETE? 

Each  Inspector  should  check  his  file  of  Federal  grades  against  those 
published  in  the  International  Apple  Shippers  handbook,  which  is  complete 
with  the  exception  of  the  following  grades: 


String  Beans,  Wax  or  Green, 
Bunched  Beets, 
Cantaloupes, 
Bunched  Carrots, 
Citrus  Fruits, 

Bermuda  Onions    (revised  3/17/2U) 
Peaches  (revised  May  5*  192*0 
Farmers'  Stock  Peanuts, 


Shelled  White  Spanish  Peanuts, 
Pears, 

Sweet  Peppers 0 
Pineapples o 
Fresh  Prunes, 
Cannery  Tomatoes, 
Bunched  Turnips, 
Watermelons* 


Revised  Peach  Grades  are  being  sent  with  this  issue  of  the  Division 
Letter,    Since  some  offices  apparently  did  not  receive  the  Lettuce  Grades, 
revised  September  25t  copies  of  these  also  are  being  sent  to  all  offices. 
If  you  find  your  list  of  grades  incomplete,  advise  this  office,  so  that  any 
which  are  lacking  in  your  files  may  be  supplied, 

2c.     DESTROYING  OLD  CERTIFICATES. 

The  permission  to  destroy  certificate  copies  more  than  two  years  old 
includes  the  destruction  of  applications,  Inspector's  notes,  and  any  other 
papers  .,  which  may  be  attached  to  the  office  carbons  of  the  certificates,. 

It  is  not  intended,  however,  that  such  file  material  be  destroyed  unles 
there  is  an  actual  shortage  of  space  in  ycur  files.    The  instructions  in  the 
Division  Letter  of  May  2,  Par,  lc,  gave  permission  to  destroy  such  material 
but  did  not  require  it  to  be  done.    The  question  of  space  should  be  the  decid- 
ing factor, 

3C     DEPARTfSNT  NAME  ON  AUTOMOBILES, 

Mr.  Sherman  reports  difficulties  experienced  by  some  Inspectors  with 
local  police  authorities  because  the  automobiles  used  by  the  Service  do  not 
bear  the  name  of  the  Department  on  the  side  of  the  car,  All  cars  belonging 
to  the  Inspection  Service  should  have  lettered  on  both  sides  the  following: 


U,  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

This  should  be  done  at  once  in  order  to  avoid  difficulties  with  local 
authorities.     See  12*+  Administrative  Hiandbo ok.     It  is  not  necessary  now  to 
add  the  Bureau  number  of  the  car, 

Uc,    NEW  BULLETIN  ON  WATERMELONS, 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  139*+,  entitled  "Watermelons,"  is  a  new  publi- 
cation on  this  subject.    In  addition  to  the  growing  of  this  product,  the 
bulletin  treats  to  some  extent  of  the  harvesting  and  marketing  of  watermelons. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  on  request  to  the  Office  of  Publications,  U.  S,  Dept» 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C, 
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5C .     STRAWBERRY  I1:S?ECTIJ?."S  I'J  2kZT  TENNESSEE; 

Wri.ting  from  Chattanooga  on  May  3,  J.  A.  fiflar&s  advised  as  follows! 

"I  Relieve  that  the  berry  movement  will  not  start  before  the  TOth,  and 
there  will  likely  not  be  any  heavy  movement  before  the  15th •    In  the  meantime, 
we  are  planning  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  and  grading  demonstrations  at  hal: 
a  dozen  of  the  principal  loading  points,  to  familiarize  the  farmers  with  re- 
quirements of  U.S.  grades  and  encourage  them  to  properly  grade  and  pack  their 
berries.    From  the  information  I  had    here  yesterday,  I  doubt  whether  we  ^ill 
inspect  over  I5O  or  200  cars.    At  present  the  outlook  is  for  good-quality  stoc 

6c  .    LEATHER  ROT  OF  STRAWBERRIES  . 


As  the  last  page  in  this  B,  L  tJ  is  a  special  article  written  by  Dr.  B.  E. 
Rose  on  Leather  Rot  of  Strawberries.     It  is  suggested  that  "Shis  (last)  sheet 
be  detached  by  Inspectors  and  be  bound  in  the  strawberry  section  of  the  Hand- 
book, for  convenient  reference.'    ivTote  particularly  Dr.  Rose's  request  in  the 
closing  lines  of  the  article. 

■  E.  G.  RCBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OFFICE  "JCTES: 

Minnesota  has  signed  a  cooperative  agreement  for  shipping -point  in- 
spection work  during  the  coming  season.    This  is  one  of  the  important  results 
of  Mr.  Sherman's  recent  trip  through  the  Middle  west.    In  Oklahoma,  Mr.  Shorman 
loft  - a  written-,  agreement- ifcr '  We  consideration  of  the  State  Marketing  Commiss- 
ion*   No  decision  has  yet  been  reached  by  that  body  regarding  this  proposition 
of  inspections  at  shipping  points. 

Earl  D.  Mall i son,  of  Michigan,  has  boon  appointed  as  Junior  Marketing 
Specialist  (F&V) ,  and  will  report  in  Washington  about  June  2  for  a  period  of 
training  in  Market  News  work.    Mr.  AaalilsoD  received  his  B.S.  degree  from 
Michigan  Agricultural  College  in  1923,  having  specialized  in  Horticulture. 
Prior  to  his  college  course  and  during  summer  vacations,  he  had  of.it e  a  lot  of 
experience  in  mechanical  lines,  and  at  one  time  wastkn    the  employ  of  the  Chicai 
Duluth  and  Georgian  Bay  Transit  Company.    At  present,  Mr.  MaMison  is  employed 
by  the  Merchants  Despatch,  Rochester,  :T.Y.,  as  car  inspector. 

0.  D.  Miller,  whose  resignation  uas  announced  in  the  D.  L.  for  March  28,  expect 
to  complete  his  duties  in  the  IJew  York  office  on  May  12.    Mr.  Miller  has  been 
in  the  Market  Hews  work  since  April,  1^20,  aril  during  most  of  this  time  has 
handled  field  deals  in  the' Middle  "est  and  far  'Jest .    He  has  substituted  at 
various  periods  in  market  stations,  and  since  last  June  has  been  in  caarge  of ^ 
the  market  reporting  work  in  Hew  York  City.    For  a  short  while,  he  did  investi- 
gational work  under  Mr.  Samson's  direction.    Mr.  Miller  has  given  high-class 
service  in  all  of  his  assignments,  and  has  shown  special  aptitude  in  the  writr 
of  comprehensive  summaries  of  field  deals.    He  is  co-author  of  Farmers'  Bulle- 
tin Ho".  1317,  "Marketing  Main-Crop  Potatoes."    While  his  departure  is  regret  to' 
we  wish  Mr.  Miller  success  in  his  new  position. 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

In- a  recent  letter,  T.  C.  Curry,  of  the  Atlanta  office,  advised  that 
last  week's  tornado  in  the  Fort  Valley  and  Macon  sections  of  Georgia  had 
done  material  damage  to  only  one  orchard.    Prospects  are  good  for  the  heaviest 
crop  of  peaches  ever  produced  in  Georgia. 

In  the  list  of  field  stations,  it  will  he  noticed  that  Raleigh,  instead 
of  Chadbourn,  North  Carolina  was  selected  as  the  best  place  for  the  operation 
of  a  news  service  on  strawberries  in  that  territory,  Mr.  Callanan  is  located 
in  Room  312  New  Agr icultural  Building,  Raleigh.  The  usual  f.o.b.  reports  are 
obtained  from  Chadbourn.  It  has  been  decided  not  to  issue  cabbage  reports  at 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  and  the  service  on  tomatoes  in  that  State  will  not 
begin  until  about  June  2, 

The  Laredo  field  station  on  onions  will  close  this  Saturday,  May  10,  and 
Mr.  Prugh  will  then  proceed  to  Monett,  Mo. ,  to  issue  strawberry  reports.  He 
will  stop  a  day  en  route  at  the  Judsonia,  Ark.,  field  station. 

F.  M.  Patton  was  at  New  York  yesterday,  attending  a  meeting  of  the 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Committee  of  the  Regional  Advisory  Board,  cooperating  with 
the  American  Railway  Association  and  individual  railroads  handling  produce  in 
that  district.    This  committee  is  comprised  of  30  or  more  members,  most  of 
whom  are  leading  produce  dealers  in  the  New  York  territory,    Mr,  Patton 
expected  also  to  look  into  the  matter  of  boat  reports  of  shipments  on  the  Hudso 
River,  possibly  going  to  Saugerties,  N.  Y.  for  this  purpose, 

Leaving  Chicago  on  Tuesday,  G,  D.  Clark,  assistant  to  Mr,  Hall,  went 
to  the  Hammond,  La. >  field  station  of  the  Market  News  Service,  and  will  take 
over  that  work,  so  that  Mr.  Lamb  may  proceed  to  Ripley,  Tenn, ,  to  start  the 
market  reports  on  western  Tennessee  strawberries,    Mr.  Clark  will  later  be 
in  charge  of  the  field  station  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

M.  M,  Littleton,  telegraph  and  radio  operator  at  the  Stevens  Point, 
Wis.,  office,  tendered  his  resignation,  effective  May  1.    Mr.  Littleton  was 
originally  appointed  as  an  operator  in  the  Omaha  office  about  six  and  a-half 
years  ago.    He  later  was  given  an  appointment  as  Market  Station  Assistant,  and 
has  worked  in  various  offices,  but  for'  the  past  two  years  was  associated  with 
the  Federal-State  news  service  in  Wisconsin. 

F.  C,  Cadwallader,  of  the  California  inspection  staff,  has  been  given 
a  cooperative  appointment  as  Agent.    At  present,  Mr,  Cadwallader  is  stationed 
in  the  Los  Angeles  office* 

K.  S.  Branch,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  inspection  work  at 
Minneapolis  since  the  resignation  of  C.  H.  Johnson,  will  be  placed  in  permanent 
charge  of  the  Kansas  City  office  of  the  Inspection  Service,  effective  about 
May  26,    He  has  already  left  Minneapolis,  and  is  on  two  weeks'  vacation  at  his 
former  home  in  Omaha,  making  preparations  for  the  removal  of  his  family  to 
Kansas  City, 


i3JL 
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Ileal  D.   Sanborn,  who  is  at  present  substituting  in  Kansas  City,  will 
return  to : his  former  headquarters  at  Denver  about  May  26,     From  there  he 
proceeds  to  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California,  to  study  and  assist  with  the 
inspection  of  cantaloupe's,  after,  which  he  will  do  similar  work  in  the  Salt 
River  Valley  of  ^rizona.     About  the  time  cantaloupes  start  moving  from 
Colorado,  Mr.  Sanborn  will  go.tO)  the  Rocky  Ford  district,  where  he  probably 
will  have  supervision  of  the  Federal-State  inspection  work  on  this  product. 
This  will  be  the  first  season  for.  cooperative  inspection  of  Colorado 
cantaloupes. '  ,  . 

The  local  address  of  0.  N.  Harsha,  who  is  handling  shipping-point  in- 
spection of  Arkansas  strawberries,  is  Beebe. .instead  of  Judsonia,  Ark. 

J.  A.  Marks'  address  is  c/o  Mr.  Ebb  Thomae,  District  Agent,  Court 
House,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.     Mr.  Marks  will  supervise  the  inspection  of  straw- 
berries in  eastern  Tennessee,  having  possibly  six  local  inspectors  under  his 
direction. 

;  '*        R.  C,  Lindstrom,  "'of  the  St.  Louis  inspection  staff,  has  gone  to  the 
western  part  of  Tennessee,  to  assist  M>.  C  Gregory  with  the  strawberry  work 
at  shipping  points  in  that  district.     Mr.  Dindstrom  will  have  his  headquarters 
at  Jackson,  while  Mr.  Gregory's  headquarters  are  at  Ripley,  Tenn. 

Inspections'  having  been  completed  in  the' lower  Rio  Grande' Valley  of 
Texas,  J.  H.  HoOver  has  gone  to  Louisiana,  to  supervise  the  work  on  potatoes 
and  possibly  other  vegetables.     He  can  be  reached  thro'ugh  the  Farm  Bureau 
office,  Baton -Rouge,  La,    Most' of-  the  present ' work  is  'ink  the  vicinity  of  Houma, 
but  inspections  also  will  be  made  -near  Baton  Rouge  and  at -Alexandria, 
Mir;  Hoover  took^with  him'  to  Louisiana  a-  f.ew  of  -  the  local  inspectors  who  had 
been  on  the '  Texas  deal.  '      .  •  ' ' 

H.  T.  Longino  advises  ..that.. onion  inspections  around -Laredo ,  Texas, 
will  close  this  week.     Some  of  the  local  inspectors  have  gone  to  Asherton,  to 
help  with  the  onion  work  there.     Mr,  Longino  will  return  to  Houston,  to  arran,  e 
for  the  closing  of  that  station  during  the  'summer  months  and  to  take  steps 
preparatory  to  the  leasing  of  new  office  .quarters  in  Houston  for;  the  fall  work, 

While  C.  J.  Hansen  is  on  two  weeks'  leave  at  Medford,  Oregon,  his  work 
in  San  Francisco  is  being  handled  largely,  by.  C.  E.  Schultz,'of  the  Market  News 
staff.     Mr.  Hansen  will  return  about  May  2^4 

Arrangements  for  annual  vacations  in  the  Portland  office  are  as  follows- 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Ireland  will  take  her  leave:  from  May  26  to  June  11.     R.  L.  Ringer 
then  goes  on  leave  from  June  l6  to  July  k,     Miss^Myrl  Miller  also  will  be  on 
vacation  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Ringer,  and  in  this  interval  Lirs..  Ireland 
will  be  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  office,  though  no  market  reports  .will  be 
issued  those  two  weeks.       .  - 
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Robert  Bier  now  has  his  headquarters  in  Jacksonville f  Fla.    He  can  he 
reached  through  the  State  Marketing  Bureau,  20 k  St.  Janes  Building.    It  is 
likely  that  Mra  Bier  will  remain  in  Florida  two  or  three  more  months . 

S.  M,  Green,  of  the  Cleveland  inspection  office  is  spending  a  week's 
vacation  in  and  around  Washington,    Ee  has  visited  the  local  office  a  number 
of  tines  the  past  few  days.    On  his  return  to  Cleveland  the  latter  part  of 
this  week,  Ray  C.  Bish,  in  charge,  will  go  on  a  short  period  of  leave, 

Mr.  Sanson  probably  will  be  in  Chicago  p.*irt  of  next  week,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  be  in  the  Washington  office  again  by  May  1?  ♦ 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  is  on  a  trip  to  Macon,  Ga*,  this  week,  where  he 
is  assisting  in  a  peach  grading  and  thinning  campaign,  preparatory  to  the 
inauguration  of  the  season's  inspection  work  on  peaches  in  that  district. 

Miss  Mary  Kcrbly,  who  has  been  assisting  in  Mr.  Robb's  section  the 
past  few  months,  lias  resigned,  effective  May  15 .    It  is  understood  that  Miss 
Korbly  will  be  married  in  the  near  future, 

A  printed  circular  has  been  received  from  J,  W«  Park,  now  at  Albu- 
querque, New  Mexico,  in  which  his  title  is  given  as:     "Encargado  de  la 
Oficina  de  Emprescitos  de  Semi] las."    The  editor  understands  that,  in  plain 
English,  this  means:     "  In  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Loans  for  Seeds,." 

The  first  crate  of  Oregon  strawberries  this  season  arrived  in  Portland 
on  May  1,  according  to  advices  from  Mr.  Finger.     It  was  shipped  from  Myrtle 
Creek,  just  south  of  Roceburg  and  in  the  same  latitude  as  Portsmouth,  1T.H. 

Some  funry  errors  escape  the  eye  when  reading  stencils  for  the  D.  L, 
In  the  article  on  ^he  Historic  Cucvimber9  page  210  cf  last  week's  paper,  we 
intended  to  say:     "in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third, !l  but  it  slipped  by 
as:     "in  the  region  of  Edward  the  Third,." 

H,  V.  DeMott,  auditor  for  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  who  has  been 
examining  the  accounts  of  wcol  dealers  in  Boston,  will  leave  there  on  Satatrday 
night  for  a  short  trip  to  the  Middle  West.    He  will  be  in  Chicago  by  May  13, 
to  assist  in  the  excess  wool  profits  cise  against  D.  Davis  &  Son,  former 
Louisville  wool  dealers  whose  heirs  are  in  Chicago,    This  case  will  be  argued 
in  the  Federal  District  Court,    On  his  return  trip,  Mr.  DeMott  probably  till 
visit  Aledo,  111.,  and  Cananda.ig.ia,  N,'f . ,  to  secure  information  from  wool 
dealers  at  those  points.    J,  3.  Bohannon,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  el  so 
will  attend  this  hearing  at  Chicago  next  Tuesday,  to  assist  the  U,  S.  District 
Attorney.    En  route,  Mr.  Bohannon  is  visiting  Toledo  and  Detroit,  to  eonfer 
with  U.  S,  Attorneys  regarding  other  pending  wool  cases, 

IMPORTANT:     Some  of  the  field  men,  especially  Inspectors  on  shipping- 
point  work,  move  so  quickly  from  one  point  to  another  that  it  is  difficult 
always  to  follow  them  with  the  D.  L,    Before  a  man  advises  us  of  his  local 
address,  we  frequently  send  his  Division  Letter  to  "General  Delivery,"    If  ye--" 
have  missed  any  of  your  D.L.'s,  inquire  at  the  General  Delivery  window  in 
your  local  post  office. 
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LEATHER  ROT  OP  STRAtTBERRIES: 

Inspectors  are  asked  to  note  the  following:  The  rot  of  straw- 
berries described  under  the  name  of  Brown  Rot  in  paragraph  1271  of 
the  Inspector's  Handbook  is  hereafter  to  be  known  as  Leather  Rot. 
This  name  is  more  descriptive  than  either  the  old  one  or  the  term 
"water  soak"  sometimes  used  by  both  shippers  and  receivers,  There 
is  no  doubt,  of  course,   that  strawberries  arrive  on  the  market  soft 
and  leaky  (even  though  not  diseased),  merely  because  of  excessive 
rainfall  during  the  time  when  they  were  ripening.    This  condition, 
however,  must  be  sharply  distinguished  from  Leather  Rot,  which  is 
characterized  by  both  external  and  internal  browning,  by  a  bitter 
taste,  and  by  a  softened  but  tough  or  leathery  condition  of  the  flesh. 

Inspectors  should  also  look  for  the  color  characteristics 
described  in  paragraph  1271  (I.H.B,),  remembering,  however,  that  ripe, 
fully-colored  fruit  affected  with  the  disease  usually  shows  no  color 
change  other  than  a  slight  darkening  of  the  natural  red.     It  is 
softened,  of  course,  and  browned  inside  in  the  same  way  as  berries 
attacked  at  any  earlier  stage. 

Leather  Rot  is  a  fungous  disease,  and  the  fungus  causing  it 
sometimes  is  found  on  marketed  fruit  as  a  white  matted  growth.  It 
never  turns  gray,  never  forms  spore  masses  like  Gr?iy  Mold,  and  should 
not  be  confused  with  that  fungus. 

Leather  Rot  is  most  serious  in  berries  from  Arkansas  and 
Tennessee,  but  is  known  to  occur  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  Kentucky  and 
Louisiana.     There  are  indications  now,  on  some  markets ,  that  it  is 
giving  trouble  in  the  Hammond  district  this  year.    Inspectors  in 
markets  west  of  Pittsburgh,  who  find  suspicious- looking  berries  in 
Louisiana  shipments,  are  urged  to  send  samples  to  Dr.  P.  H,  Rose, 
Beebe,  Ark, 
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la,     INTERESTING  ITEMS  ggOM  PHILADELPHIA: 

In  the  D,L.  for  April  15,  Par.  2b,  was  a  statement  concerning  the  de- 
cision of  Philadelphia  commission  merchants  to  discontinue  the  custom  of  re- 
turning to  the  growers  the  5/8  bushel  baskets  in  which  New  Jersey  produce  is 
hauled  to  that  market.  Quite  a  controversy  has  resulted  between  the  two  sides, 
the  farmers  contending  that  they  are  not  getting  a  square  deal  and  the  dealers 
claiming  that  they  are  entirely  within  their  rights  in  the  matter.  One  par- 
ticular result  of  the  controversy  is;  mentioned  in  a  recent  letter  from  E,  R. 
Biddle: 

"The  one  big  feature  has  been  the  formation  of  a  cooperative  association 
among  some  of  the  Gloucester  County  farmers,  to  begin  operations  on  Monday, 
May  12.    This  body  has  leased  a  large  store  on  Dock  Street  and  hired  a  manager 
at  a  good  salary.    They  will  need  probably  half  a  dozen  additional  employees,*'" 
There  are  12  farmersin  the  organization  and  they  plan  the  addition  of  eight 
more,  making  a  total  of  20  members.11 

J.  0,  Scott  included  the  following  information  in  a  letter  concerning 
supplies  of  local  produce  on  the  Philadelphia  market: 

"From  what  dealers  tell  me,  I  understand  that  there  hasbeen  more  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  produce  on  this  market  during  the  past  winter  than  ever  before 
Apples  have  been  very  heavy  throughout  the  winter,  as  have  the  various  root 
crops,    For  the  past  rronth  or  sof  Eastern  Shore  turnip  tops  and  other  greens 
have  been  coming  in  large  quantities,  as  have  local  shipments  of  sweet  and 
white  potatoes.    There  have  been  several  straight  carloads  of  turnip  tops  by 
parcel  post  from  sections  in  lower  Maryland  and  Virginia," 

2a,    LOST  -  ONE  TYPEwTQTER: 

L,  C.  Smith  typewriter  No.  337322-S,  which  was  stored  at  Sanford,  Flori 
in  April,  1923,  cannot  be  located.     It  may  have  been  taken  for  use  at  some 
field  station  and  later  shipped  to  some  other  point  without  making  complete 
records  of  the  transfers,    Field  men  and  branch  offices  are  requested  to 
ascertain  the  serial  numbers  of  their  typewriters  and  advise  this  office  if 
No.  337322-S  is  found, 

3a.    NET/  YORK  ADDRESS: 

Although  notice  of  the  change  of  address  of  the  Hew  York  City  office  wac 
published  in  a  prior  Division  Letter,  mail  is  still  being  received  by  that 
office,  carrying  the  old  address  of  20U  Franklin  Street,  with  a  fox-carding 
address  written  by  the  Post  Office  there.     Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this 
Division  Letter,  please  remove  any  Address ograph  pla.tes  in  your  office,  carry- 
ing the  New  York  City  address  as  20k  Franklin  Street,    New  plates  should  be 
ordered  or  cut  at  once  and,  until  received,  mail  for  the  Hew  York  office  should 
be  addressed  by  hand  or  on  the  typewriter  to  102  Y/arren  Street, 

(Page  235) 
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lb .     wESTERIT  LETTUCE  AIT)  CAjTALOUPE  SITUATION.  ^ 

A  letter  of  May  7,  from  George  E'„  Prince,  at  the  Los  Angeles  office, 
contains  the  following  comments  on  lettuce  and  cantaloupes  in  that  section: 

"Reports  from  Arizona  are  to  the  effect  that  the  hot  weather  has  fin- 
ished the  lettuce- shipping  season  in  that  State,  and  some  225-25°  °ars  have  bee 
left  in  the  fields,   'First  hot  weather  was  experienced " around  April  2C,  which 
caused  a  deterioration  in  quality.    Saturday,  May  3,  temperatures  climbed  above 
the  ICO  mark,  and  practically  all  of  the  shippers  have  closed  their  packing 
sheds . 

"Lettuce  shipments  continue  heavy  from  the  Los  Angeles  district,  with 
most  stock  of  only  ordinary  to  poor  quality,  and  the  weather  is  beginning  to 
warm  up  here.    The  demand  has  been  slow  and  market  weak. 

"Latest  reports  from  the  Imperial  Valley  indicate  that  the  cantaloupe 
vines  have  a  heavy  crop,  and  that  the  warm  weather  the  past  fe-:r  days  is  hasten- 
ing them  along.    Some  shippers  estimate  that,  with  continued  favorable  condi- 
tions, the  first  car  will  move  around  May  17-" 

2b.    DAMAGE  BY  HAIL  I?T  SOUTH  TEXAS . 

The  following  quotation  is  from  a  letter  of  May  7  from  ~".  H.  hosier,  in 
charge  of  the  field  station  at  Asherton,  Texas:  - 

"On  the  night  of  May  5th,  a  rather  severe  hailstorm  visited  the  district 
around  Asherton,  and  did  more  or  less  damage  to  all  crops.    The  most  reliable 
estimates  of  damage  place  the  onion  acreage  affected  at  approximately  6Q@,  with 
losses  running  anywhere  from  10$  to  60$  of  the  crow.    Specimens  brought  from  the 
fields  show  the  upper  part  of  the  bulbs  "oeajben  and  scarred,  with  the  bruises 
showing  up  as  dark,  watery  spots.    In  most  instances  the  tops  of  the  onions  were 
practically  destroyed.    Cotton  and  tomato  fields  ^ere  also  damaged,  as  well  as 
corn  and  other  growing  crops." 

3d.-     CLEVELAND  AUCTION  BUSLTSS  EXPA'DI^G . 

Ray  C.  Bish,  of  the  Cleveland  office,   sent  the  following  information  in 
a  letter  of  May  S:- 

"I  thought  perhaps  you  might  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  Consolida- 
ted Pruit  Auction  this  city  is  now  handling  Texas  Bermuda  onions  and  a  few  cars 
of  new  potatoes  through  their  auction.    I  have  also  been. advised  that  this 
coming  summer  they  expect  to  handle  watermelons.    The  largest  portion  of  Texas 
onions  now  coming  to  Cleveland  is  handled  through  the  auction  and  prices  have 
ranged  from  $1.30  to  $1-55  per  crate  ,  sales  being  made  on  three  or  four  cars 
each  auction  day.     I  do  not  know  to  just  what  extent  the  auction  Company"  expect 
to  handle  vegetables,  but  already  it  has  affected  considerably  the  jobbing 
business.  I  understand  that  only  one  car  of  new  potatoes  has  been  so!1  0 

this  season  through  the  auction.    They  have  again  enlarged  their  sales-room 
facilities  and  I  presume  their  capacity'  for  handling  cars  in  the  near  future 
will  be  at  least  double  what  it  was  a  year  ago." 
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k'b,    PHILADELPHIA  RADIO  REPORTS  APPRECIATED. 

The  Radio  Section  of  last  Saturday's  "Evening  public  Ledger"  (Phila- 
delphia) contained  an  extensive  article  in  defense  of  radio  reports  on  the 
weather  and  crops  and  markets.    The  article  explained  the  great  value  of 
such  information  to  the  thousands  of  farmers,  even  though  it  may  "bore" 
listeners-in  who  prefer  to  hear  musical  programs  or  speeches.     Included  in 
the  statements  were  the  following  comments,   sent  to  our  Philadelphia  office 
"by  W,  T,  Derickson,  Director  of  the  Delaware  State  Bureau  of  Markets: - 
"So  far  as  this  office  is  concerned,  it  wouli  be  very  hard 
for  us  to  get  along  without  this  report,  as  it  is  information  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  have.    We  distribute  this  information 
by  telephone  during  the  season  to  some  200  to  300  individual  farmers 
and  shippers  each  day. 

"In  addition  to  these  individuals  we  telephone  this  information 
to  the  banks  of  several  of  our  more  distant  towns,  and  they,  in  turn, 
telephone  the  information  to  various  growers  and  shippers  in  their 
section,  and  also  post  it  in  their  window, 

"We  also  telephone  this  information  to  the  telegraph  companies 
at  the  largest  shipping  stations,  and  they  post  it  for  the  general 
benefit  of  their  customers. 

"In  addition  to  distributing  this  information  by  telephone,  we 
also  have  a  list  of  growers  and  shippers  to  whom  we  mail  these  quotations 
each  day.    Therefore,  you  will  see  that  this  information  is  valuable, 
and  is  gratefully  received  by  virtually  all  the  growers  and  shippers  in 
this  State," 

The  Philadelphia  radio  program, while  comprised  of  only  three  15-minute 
periods  daily  including  Saturday,   is  primarily  a  fruit  and  vegetable  affair, 
Mr.  Biddle's  office  provides  fully  three- fourths  of  the  material  for  these 
market  reports.    A  recent  letter  from  Mr.  Biddle  closes  with  these  remarks: 
"In  the  matter  of  newspaper  publicity  for  our  radio  reports, 
we  are  doing  fine.    The  country  newspapers  are  rather  slow  in  accept- 
ing special  articles,  but  the  Camden  'Courier'  (evening)  is  again 
publishing  daily  price  lists  and  all  the  special  information  we  can 
give  them.    Weekly  papers,  at  both  Cape  Charles  and  Onancock,  Va.,  are 
accepting  special  reviews.     So,  you  see  we  are  advancing,  although 
slowly.  " 

5b,    NEW  YORK  CITY  REVIEW  OF  WINTER  CROPS. 

As  his  last  special  review  of  the  New  York  City  market,  0,  D,  Miller 
released  under  date  of  May  5  an  excellent  six-page  report  on  main-crop  apples, 
potatoes,  onions,  cabbage  and  celery.    Under  each  of  these  product?,  the 
weekly  arrivals  and  the  jobbing  range  on  stock  from  each  important  section 
appear  for  the    season.    Helpful  explanatory  notes  are  given  in  the  form  of 
text,  bringing  out  the  high  spots  in  the  season  for  each  of  these  crops. 
Copies  of  this  report  can  be  obtained  directly  from  the  New  York  office. 
The  review  also  shows  in  tabular  form  the  monthly  carlo t  receipts  during 
the  last  three  seasons. 


6b.   :.iAREE-i?  itev:s  vqie  i it  nort^i  c  ::.^„ 

In  previous  years,  the  worth  Carolina  strawberry  deal  has  been  handled 
from  Chadbourn  because  that  was  the  heaviest  shipping  point,  although  the  • 
section  centering  at  Hose  hill  shipped  rr.ore  cars  than  the  Chadbourn  section. 
This  season,  acting  upon  the  recommendation  of  ^r.  Ross,  the  new  Chief  of 
the  North  Carolina  Division  of  ^iarkets,  it  was  decided  to  issue  strawberry 
reports  from  Raleigh,    hail  service  to  all  shipping  points  is  the  same  as 
it  would  be  frora  Chadbourn  and  considerable  e.xerse  is  saved,  as  Raleigh  is 
on  the  leased  wire9    F.o.b.  reports  aro  secured  through  State  inspectors 
at  the  various  shipping  points,  who  wire  their  reports  to  Raleigh  each  night, 
where  they  are  consolidated  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Reports  on  lettuce  have  been  started;- peas  will  soon  be  included,  and 
it  is  probable  that  ouciambers  and  potatoes  will  be  added  to  the  list  in  a 
short  time.    The  potato  and  cucivr.ber  reports  are  designed  particularly  to 
take  care  of  the  producing  section  around  -'it.  Olive  and  at  points  south  of 
there.    An  office  undoubtedly  will  be  opened  as  usual  at  Elizabeth  City,  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  the  northern  end  of  the  North  Carolina  potato  deal, 
Whether  peach  reports  will  be  issued  from  Raleigh  or  Aberdeen  has  not  been 
determined. 

This  method  of  handling  the  service  is  in  line  with  our  policy  of 
working  closely  with  State  marketing  agencies  wherever  possible.    The  pro  grat- 
is considerably  larger  than  that  given  last  year  and,  if  satisfactory,  probab 
will  be  followed  again,  next  year. 

7h.     ADDITIONAL  FIELD  STATION  SUfol&JilES, 

During  the  past  week;  these  field  station  summaries  have  been  issued: 
IlwPERlAL  VkLLLY  CANTALOUPE  DEAL,  Season  of  1923,  by  7.  D.  Callanan  and  C.  E, 
Schultz.    KENTUCKY  AND  NORTH  TSNNES SEE  STRAWBERRY  DEAL,  Season  of  1323,  fry 
H«  J.  Clay. 

These  summaries,  -  especially  the  one  for  Imperial  Valley,  -  are  made 
all  the  more  valuable  by  comparative  statistics  for  the  last  few  seasons, 
arranged  in  parallel  columns* 

Sb,     i.N  "  CROPS  aL-TD  ^RKETS"  FOR  WAY  10: 

Page  293  -  Special  paragraph  on  Cabbage  in  weekly  review. 
295  -  California  Rhubarb,  -  by  C.  J.  Hansen* 

-  Florida  Potato  movement  Active,  -  by  F.  H.  Scruggs. 

-  Coachella  Valley  Onions,  -  by  H,  A.  Harris. 
29S  -  Large  Increase  in  Apple  Exports. 
299  -  Marketing  of  Northwestern  Apples- 
30U  -  The  Mediterranean  Almond  Indus  cry. 

E.  tfd  ST  ILL"' 'ELL 

Specialist  in  market  News- 


i22. 


TEMPORAHT  FIELD  STAT  I 

, —  7.  , : '    v.  . — a. 

ONS  OF  MARKET 

NET7S  SERVICE 

1 

STATIONS 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

jrroDaoxy 
Will  Close 

HAMMOND,  LA. 
P.O.  -Ride. 

S02 

C-. 

D,  Clark 

Berries 

Apr,  1 

"'MBiy  22 

HASTINGS,  FLA. 
Bvrd  "Bldff. 

S51 

H,  Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Apr,  lU 

May  20 

ASHERTON,  TEXAS**  . 
Schuman  Bide:. 

W.E,  Hosier 

Onions 

Apr,  21 

May  20 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C,**  , 

Chaniber  of  Commerce 

• 

85s 

yy. 

J.  Bertush 

Cabbage 
Potatoes 

May  1 
May  20 

May  2k 
June  Ik 

MOBILE,  ALA,** 
Custom  House 

52H 

J  • 

D,  Evers 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Apr,  30 
May  13 
May  17 

May  31 
June  25 
June  25  • 

RALEIGH,  N,  C.** 

312  Agricultural  Bl&g, 

S05 

V, 

D.Callanan 

Perries 
Lettuce 

May  6 
Ivlay  15 

May  2k 
June  1 

JUDSONIA,  ARK, 

Bank  of  Judsonia  Bldg, 

S56 

R. 

L,  Sutton 

Berries 

May  6 

May  31 

RIPIEY,  TENN, 

S06 

R* 

H,  Lamb 

Berries 

May  12 

May  31 

The  following  stations  vq 

:obab! 

Ly  1 

■Till  open  on  dates  indicated: 

3DNETT,  MO, 

A. 

E,  Prugh 

Berries 

t 

May  20 

June  lk 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF. 

60S 

0, 

E,  Sehultz 
E,  Prince 

Cants. 

May  22 

July  12 

BOTTLING  GREEN,  21, 

S59 

G, 

D,  Clark  ■ 

Berries 

May  26 

June  10 

MACON,  GA,** 

333 

V. 

D,  Callanan 

Peaches 

May  26 

July  15  . 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  HISS. 

S09 

B, 

H.Lamb 

Tomatoes 

r 

June  2 

June  30 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 

Sll 

w. 

H.  Hosier 

Tomatoes 

June  2 

June  30 

OCALA,  FLA.  * 

332 

F. 

H.  Scruggs 

W -me Ions 

June  2 

T-.v,-  Off 

June  co 

'  ~-  ♦ 

Closed 

GRAND  RAP  I DS ,  MICH ,  *  * 

R. 

rl.  Shoemaker 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

13 

5,iay  15 

HIS  Federal  Bldg, 

Apples 

Oct, 

19 

Nov,  15 

Onions 

Oct, 

13 

Jan.  30 

LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

.  SOI 

A. 

E ,  Prugh 

Onions 

Apr, 

m 

May  10 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

State  Dept,  cooperating.  Temporary  Assignments: 


R,  M,  Peterson  )  To  Florida  for  in- 
G.  A,  DeHaven    )  spection  work,. 


G,  E,-  Prince  in  Los  Angeles  office, 
C,  E,  Schultz  in  San  Francisco  office. 


I     INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c  .     ANTHRACNOSE  OF  NORTHWESTERN  APPLES . 

The  attention  of  all  Inspectors  is  called  to  the  danger  of  confusing 
true  Anthracnose  of  apples  with  the  disease  which,  at  present,  for  convenience 
is  called  "False  Anthracnose"  by  our  Patholo3ists.     It  is  almost  impossible 
to  distinguish  these  during  the  early  stages  of  their  development.    The  true 
Anthracnose  can  be  positively  identified  by  the  fruiting  bodies  which  develop 
"under  favorable  conditions  of  moisture  and  temperature  in  concentric  circles 
on  the  spots.    When  these  open,  they  disclose  creamy  masses  of  spores."  The 
false  Anthracnose  never  develops  fruiting  bodies  of  this  kind.  True 
Anthracnose  has  seldom  been  found  in  any  except  the  damper  regions  of  the 
Northwest.    For  this  reason,  decay  of  this  kind  found  in  apples  coming  from  a 
drier  section,  such  as  Yakima  and  Wenatchee,   is  likely  to  be  the  false 
Anthracnose.     To  avoid  the  possibility  of  error  in  the  identification  of  this 
decay,  it  is  best  to  avoid  the  use  of  the  name  "Anthracnose, "  when  there  is 
any  doubt.     The  decay  either  should  be  described  or  the  term  "Anthracnose-like 
decay"  should  be  used. 

2c.     INSPECTION  PROSPECTS  FOR  GEORGIA  PEACHES .  

In  a  recent  letter,  E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  advised  that  prospects  are  good 
for  inspection  work  on  practically  all  the  peaches  from  Georgia,    Not  only 
has  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange  lined  up  for  inspection  of  its  fruit, 
but  the  American  Fruit  Growers  and  other  leading  factors  as  well.     It  will 
require  a  large  corps  of  inspectors  .to .handle  this  volume  of  work. 

Mr.  Conklin  has  been  making  a  tQur  of  the  various ' shipping  points, 
speaking  on  thinning,  grading,  grades  and  inspection.     These  meetings  have 
been  attended  by  practically  all  the  important  growers  throughout  Georgia, 
except  in  the  northern  producing  district.    Mr,  Conklin1 s  schedule  was  as 
follows:     On  May  8  he  addressed  meetings  at  Montezuma  and  Marshallville; 
May  9  at  Fort  Valley  and  Perry;  Saturday,  May  *10,  at  Gray  and  Monticello. 
Monday's  meetings  were  held  at  Macon, ,  Byron  and  Reynolds;  Tuesday's  at 
Yatesville  and  Thomaston;  Wednesday's  at  Woodbury  and  'Woodland,  with  a  final 
gathering  at  Araericus  on  Thursday. » 

The  crop  is  very  large,  and  Mr.  Conklin  states  that  the  interest  in 
grading  and  quality  is  greater  than  in  any  recent  year.    He  has  been  spending 
considerate  time  in  the  orchards,  and  many  growers  are  thinning  -  their  fruit, - 
a  practice  almost  unknown  previously  in  that  territory.    Community  packing 
sheds  are  appearing  everywhere;  at  Marshallville  three  large  packing  houses  ar 
nearly  completed.     The  Burke  sizer  is  being  introduced  for  the  first  time, 
and  there  will  be  at  least  15  of  them  in  the  district.    The  shipping  season  is 
expected  to  open  with  Uneedas  about  June  5* 

'CANTALOUPE  production  in  the  Imperial  Valley  has  been  estimated  at 
5,^36,000  crates,  -  an  increase  of  660,000  over  last  year  and  1,050,000  crates 
in  excess  of  the  1922  crop.    Acreage  is  around  30,000,  and  yiel^per  acre  is 

indicated  as  ISO  crates. 
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3c   California  shipping-point  inspections. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  California  shipping-point  inspections 
by  products,  from  the  "beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  "(July  1,  1923)  until  the 
end  of  April: 


FRUITS   j  VEGETABLES 


Carload 

L.C  .L. 

Carload 

L.C.L. 

Product  . 

Lns-nections 

.  insnpc  ti  ons 

Product.  \ 

nspections . 

inspections ... 

Apples 

5U63 

% 
j 

Artichokes 

S 

Apricots 

50 

Asparagus 

U 

Grapes 

-26y*&2 

2 

Cabbage 

127 

Lemons 

23 

Cantaloupes 

714 

Nectarines 

1 

Carrots 

6 

Oranges 

912 

j 

Casabas 

25 

Peaches 

291 

■ 

Cauliflower 

1259 

Pears 

1053 

Celery 

U20 

Plums 

31 

Cardoon 

1 

Strawberries 

20 

Chicory (Endive)129 

Other  berries  IS 

Garlic  1 

3 

Mixed  fruits 

1 

Koney  Dews 

33 

Mixed  fruits 

Lettuce 

3529 

&  Vegetables 

22 

Onions 

3 

Paisins 

1 

Parsley 

k 

1 

walnuts 

25 

Peas 

^3 

Peppers 

1 

Potatoes 

139 

1 

Rhubarb 

I 

-r 

Spinach 

2 

Sweet  Potatoes  3 

Tomatoes 

62S 

"Watermelons 

112 

Mixed  veg- 

etables 

Total 

34,352 

.  11 

Total 

7,7^1 

5 

Total  fruits  and  vegetables  inspected:    '^2,093  cars  and  16  L.C.L. 
shipments . 

He.     INSPECTION  PROSPECTS  IN  EA.ST  TE?rTESSEE , 

A  letter  of  May  13,  from  J.  A.  Marks,  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  includes 
the  following  information  on  strawberries  in  that  district: 

n'We  are  loading  our  first  car  at  Sale  Creek  today.    The  weather  has 
been  very  cool  and  berries  are  ripening  slowly.  ***    V.'e  held  seven  meetings 
last  week  with  the  various  growers1  associations,  and  I  held  another  meeting 
last  night  at  'Winchester.    Most  of  these  were  well  attended,  and  we  found 
a  lot  of  interest  being  shown  in  the  matter  of  better  grading  and  packing  - 
At  Winchester,  they  agreed  to  face  the  -To.  1  stock,  and  it  was  decided  to  do 
the  same  thing  in  the  Sequatchie  Valley  last  week.    The  big  problem  with  some 
of  the  associations  is  going  to  be  the  securing  of  competent  help.      *  ^he 
season  so  far  has  been  very  favorable,  and  the  outlook  is  for  the  best-quality 
berries  shipped  in  a  number  of  years." 


5c.    FURT HER  PROGRESS  IN  MISSISSIFPIj 

F.  S.  Kinsey  wrote  a  very  interesting  letter  from  Mississippi  on  May 
13.    He  told  of  the  inspection  of  the  first  car  of  vegetables  ever  to  have  bee 
shipped  from  Pinola,  -  a  car  of  carrots.    Because  of  lack  of  experience  in 
matters  of  grading  and  proper  packing,  the  local  interests  required  a  lot  of 
coaching  and  instruction  from  ..Mr.  Kinsey  to  get  the  carrots  in  desired  shape 
and  to  load  the  car.    In  the  process  of  clearing  the  packing  shed  to  receive 
the  various  loads  of  carrots  as  they  came  in,  and  in  the  packing  and  repacking 
of  the  stock,  as  well  as  the  inspection  work  itself  and  the  loading  of  the 
car,  more  than  50  persons  had  a  hand.    The  association  expects  to  ship  15O 
to  200  cars  of  stuff  from  Pinola  and  vicinity.    Mr.  Kinsey !s  letter  continues 
in  part  as  follows :- 

"A  three  weeks'  drought  over  most  of  the  truck  section  of  the  State 
has  cut  off  the  pea  crop  suddenly,  probably  with  a  one-fourth  loss,  and 
cabbage  also  may  be  cut  one-fifth  to  one-fourth,    It  is  also  causing  some  ill- 
shaped  carrots  and  beets,  and  has  held  back  all  the  vegetables.  ***  Tomorrow, 
I  go  down  to  Centerville,  almost  at  the  Louisiana  line,  where  we  will  inspect 
perhaps  75  cars  of  beans,  chiefly  for  the  Robinson  Mercantile  Company.    I  was 
fortunate  in  securing  a  college-trained  man,  with  considerable  experience  in 
beans,  to  look  after  this  responsible  job." 

Mr-  Kinsey  submitted  the  following  list  of  loading  points  in  Mississippi 
at  which  inspections  are  being,  or  will  be,  made,  and  says  that  other  points 
may  be  added  later: 

Entire  output  inspected  at  these 'points : 

Braxton  Magee 

Centerville  Monticello 

D'Lo  Moselle 

Fayette  Pinola 

Florence  Sandersville 

Jackson  Silver  Creek 

I  'Laurel 


Other  points : 
Beauregard 
Carpenter 
Hazlehurst 
Utica 


3Ui::.;a?.y  of  inspection 


FLORIDA 


SHIPPING  POINTS. 


Inspections  made  in  Florida  during  £exi»o&  Apr .  16  to  3O  were  as  follo-s: 

Section .  Cars . 

Arcadia.  9 

Fort  Myers  3U 

Hastings  kQO 

Homestead......  36 

Leesburg   1 

Okeechobee.   2 

Palmetto....   31 

Sanford.   kj 

winter  Haven. .......  57 

Total   617 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  April  25,  Par.  11c,  inspections  for  the  firs', 
half  of  April  were  tabulated,    G-ratd  total  this  season  to  the  middle  of  April 
was  given  as  5>813«    By  adding  the  6l7  cars  inspected  during  the  second  half 
of  the  month,  the  total  to  April  3°  is  6,^0  cars.    The  daily  average  had  in- 
creased slightly  to  kj  cars.    Total  vegetables  inspected  since  the  beginning 
of  this  service  last  November  are  4, 558  cars  and  total  citrus  fruits  1,872  can 


Products . 

Cprs  . 

UC5 

.  75 

,  22 

Mixed  Vegetables. 

..  2 

505 

.  61 

-  50 

Mixed  Citrus . . . . 

.  1 
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7c.     LETTUCE  AND  APPLE  INSPECTIONS  IN  NORTHS  ST.  / 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  Shipping-Point  Inspectors  1  Letter 
No.  1,  recently  issued  by  F.  E.  Bailey,  at  Spokane: 

P.  S.  Darlington,  District  Inspector  at  Seattle,  has  been  requested 
to  certify  approximately  200  carloads  of  head  lettuce  for  the  Northwestern 
Fruit  Exchange,    Henry  Kuff,  District  Inspector  at  Sumner,  whose  district 
adjoins  that  of  Mr.  Darlington,  has  application  for  the  certification  of  abou 
150  cars  of  lettuce  for  the  Paget  Sound  Vegetable  Growers'  Association. 

The • Skookum  Packers'  Association  is  considering  applying  for  Federal- 
State  shipping-point  inspection  on  all  association  tonnage  shipped  from  the 
Wenatchee-Okanogan  district  during  the  coming  season.    The  association  ships 
approximately  3>000  cars  and  at  present  maintains  its  own  inspection  staff  of 
about  30  men, 

8c*     INSPECTION  OF  FLORIDA  POTATOES. 

Up  to  the  end  of  April,  nearly  ^00  carloads  of  potatoes  had  been  in- 
spected around. Has tings ,    R.  k,  Peterson  recently  wrote:     "We  are  busier  than 
ever  at  Elkton  this  week,  but  do  not  expect  much  btisiness  after  this  week, 
We  inspected  26  cars  at  Elkton  alone  yesterday  (May  13)»    This  system  of 
inspecting  the  potatoes  on  the  farm  at  the  grader  is  more  difficult  to  handle 
than  the  usual  car  inspection,  but  is  much  more  interesting  as  it  brings  us 
into  direct  contact  with  growers,  and  most  of  the  farmers  are  glad  to  see  us," 

9c.     CAR  MARKS  ON  ARKANSAS  BERRY  INSPECTIONS. 

0.  N,  Harsha  wrote  from  Beebe,  Ark,,  on  May  13 :     "In  all  strawberries 
inspected  from  this  district,  the  cars  will  be  marked  'AX'  with  the  date," 

106.  IMPORTANT  REINSPECTION  OF  PEANUTS  IN  CHICAGO. 

E,  J,  Maynard,  of  the  Chicago  office,  has  sent  the  following  inter- 
esting letter  regarding  a  reinspection  of  peanuts  in  Chicago  on  May  lk:- 

"On  May  10,  I  made  an  inspection  of  a  car  of  No,  2  shelled  Spanish 
peanuts  and  reported  as  follows:-  i'Unshelled  damaged  and  moldy  5»32$;  small 
shrivelled  and  small  broken  pieces  2.32$;  foreign  material  0,0^3$,'  The  car 
was  rejected  by  the  receiver  and  Mr,  Morgan,  manager  of  Barnhardt  Mercantile 
Co,,  of  Denison  ,  Texas,  made  a  trip  here  to  make  a  settlement.    He  arrived 
at  our  office  early  on  the  morning  of  the  ikth  with  blood  in  his  eye,  and 
said  that  they  never  shipped  out  such  a  poor  car  and  that  I  must  have  been 
too  critical  in  sorting.    I  told  him  that  I  had  been  rather  lenient  in  this 
particular  case  and  showed  him  the  sample..    He  questioned  some  of  the-  nuts 
set  a§ide  as  damaged  and  moldy,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  showed  some  worse 
ones  that  I  had  overlooked  in  the  main  sample, 

"Then  he  said  that  the  car  had  not  been  properly  sampled  and  requested 
a  reinspection,    Mr.  Balster  and  I  were  assigned  the  task  of  reinspecting, 
and  Mr,  Morgan  asked  to  accompany  us*    We  went  out  and  drew  samples  from 
about  30  sacks  and  sorted  them  with  the  following  results;  'Damaged  and  moldy 
o9l3%;  small  shrivelled  and  small  broken  pieces  3.03$;  no  foreign  material,' 
After  we  had  them  sorted,  Mr,  Morgan  again  called  at  this  office,  examined  our 
samples  and  admitted  that  we  were  right,  passed  around  the  cigars  and  thanked 
us  for  our  courtesy.  -Continued  over- 
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"He  told  us  that,  at  the  time  the  peanut  grades  were  established,  he  was 
doubtful  if  the  Government  inspectors  would  be  able  to  make  a  satisfactory 
inspection,  because,  in  his  opinion,  they  knew  absolutely  nothing  about 
peanuts.    After  watching  our  methods  of  sampling  with  the  trier  and  grading, 
he  is  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  must  have  made  a  careful  study  of  peanuts 
and  the  grades,  and  said  that,  while  he  sustained  a  large  loss  on  this  car,  the 
loss  was  offset  by  the  information  gained  as  to  the  quality  of  our  inspection?," 

'  F.  G.  ROJBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Robb  left  Washington  on  Tuesday  night  for  a  trip  through  the  South 
and  Middle  West,  where  he  will  look  especially  into  the  matter  of  inspections 
at  shipping  points.    He  was  to  be  in  Atlanta  on  Thursday  and  Friday;  at  Chatta- 
nooga Saturday  and  Sunday;  and  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  on  Monday.    After  that,  he 
probably  will  visit  the  following  points  and  possibly  additional  ones:  Beebe, 
Ark* ;  Jackson,  Miss,;  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans,  La*;  Nashville,  Ark.,  and 
Kansas  City.    Mr.  Robb  may  not  return  to  Washington  until  the  early  part  of 
June.    Temporarily,  business  at  Inspection  Sersri.ce  headquarters  is  being  cared 
for  by  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Farnworth. 

Shortly  after  Mr«  Robe's  departure,  Miss  Grace  Robinson,  his  secretary, 
received  notice  of  her  father's  death  in  Massachusetts  and  left  at  once  for  '.. 
Boston,  to  be  gone  until  next  week. 

Mr.  Samson  has  returned  to  his  desk  after  his  nine-weeks'*  trip  through 
the  South  and  West.    He  reports  an  ever-increasing  interest  in  standardization 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

R*  C.  Butner,  Regional  Supervisor,  who  has  been  on  a  two  weeks1  trip 
in  connection  with  shipping-point  inspection  work,  was  in  Cincinnati  today, 
and  expected  to  leave  for  Chicago  at  noon. 

R«  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  is  among  the  Department  employees 
who  are  assisting  each  week-end  with  the  preparation  of  the  new  20-acre  camp 
site  leased  by  the  Portland  USBA  Club  on  the  southwest  slope  of  Mt,  Eood.  By 
July  h,  it  is  hoped  to  have  ready  a  piped  water  supply,  a  central  assembly 
and  dance  hall,  frames  for  tents,  and  other  conveniences. 

Some  errors  have  been  discovered  in  the  tabulation  of  shipping-point 
inspections,  published  as  Par.  kc  in  the  Division  Letter  for  Lay  2.  Correc- 
tions will  be  published  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  will  substantially  in- 
crease the  grand  total. 

The  monthly  tables  of  inspections  at  city  markets  and  for  the  Navy  and 
Matins  Corps  will  appear  in  next  week's  Division  Letter. 

The  release  of  this  present  D.L.  was  unavoidably  delayed. 


Division  Letoe: 


OFFICE  hQTFc:  (CQi'TIFJED) 

Sympathy  is  "being  extended  L.  H.  Lartin,  of  the  Washington  staff,  in 
the  death  of  his  mother  last  Wednesday  morning.     Interment  was  at  the  Con- 
gressional Cemetery,  Southeast  Washington,  this  morning. 

On  the  closing  of  the  Grand  Rapids  field  station  yesterday,  R.  K. 
Shoemaker  will  take  some  leave  before  going  South  for  his  next  assignment. 

It  has  been  decided  to  operate  the  field  station  on  Georgia  peaches 
at  i.lacon  instead  of  Fort  Valley  this  season.     Lkrket  reports  probably  "Jill  be 
started  about  May  2b. 

R.  C.  Rose,  Inspector  at  Cincinnati,  is  out  on  account  of  illness.  He 
also  suffered  from  a  fall  last  week,    A.  H.  Polster,  of  the  Few  York  staff, 
has  been  sent  to  Cincinnati  to  handle  inspections  in  that  city  until  hr.  Rose's 
return  to  duty. 

The  association  at  Ripley,  Tern.,  has  decided  that  it  does  not  wish  in- 
spection of  strawberries  because  of  local  conditions  this  season,  and  M.  C. 
Gregory,  who  had  gone  there  to  handle  this  work,  is  now  in  Memphis,  substi- 
tuting for  R.  A.  Smith,  while  the  latter  takes  his  annual  leave.    Berry  in- 
spections will  be  made  by  E.  C.  Lindstrom  at  Jackson,  Tenn. 

H.  T.  Longino  has  been  in  conference  with  State  officials  at  Austin, 
Texas,  regarding  shipping-point  inspections.     It  is  likely  that  work  on 
tomatoes  will  be  started  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  within  the  next  two  weeks, 

St.  Louis  reported  the  arrival  in  that  city  on  Lay  10  of  a  few  pepper 
crates,  each  containing  two  or  three  Tom  '.'at son  watermelons  from  Florida. 
They  sold  at  ?5  per  crate. 

V.  D.  Gallanan,  who  is  issuing  strawberry  market  reports  at  Raleigh, 
IT.  C,  rede  a  trip  to  the  Chadbourn  section  on  Thursday.    He  has  begun  to 
issue  reports  on  other  products,  at  present  covering  lettuce  in  addition  to 
strawberries.     The  State  Division  of  Markets  is  handling  inspections  of  berries 
at  leading  shipping  points. 

luring  the  early  part  of  this  week,  F.  M«  Fatton  was  on  a  short  trip  to 
•Thite  Sulphur  Springs,  T»\  Va.f  and  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  Va»,  in  the 
interest  of  telegraphic  reports  of  shipments  and  inspection  service. 

0.  D.  hiller,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Hew  York  market  news  office, 
stopped  at  ./ashington  last  Saturday  to  visit  associates  in  the  local  office, 
before  proceeding  to  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  and  other  western 
cantaloupe  districts. 


2U6. 
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OFFICE:  [Mlgll 

"Shipping- Point  Inspectors'  Letter  Ho.  1,  for  Washington,  Oregon  and 
Northern  Idaho"  is  the  heading  on  an  interesting  five-page  mimeographed  paper 
issued  on  May  6  from  the  Spokane  office.     F.  E.  Bailey,  as  Supervising  Inspector 
has  signed  the  sheet.     The  introductory  notes  explain  that  this  new  sheet 
follows  the  plan  of  the  Inspection  Hews  Letters  published  in  Florida  and 
Colorado  this  season  and  that  its  contents  are  for  the  confidential  information 
of  cooperative  inspectors    in  the  Northwest.    The  Letter  will  not  be  issued 
weekly,  but  as  frequently  as  there  is  sufficient  material  of  interest. 

Having  completed  his  tour  of  Georgia  peach- shipping  points,  E.  E.  Conklin. 
Jr.,  has  returned  to  Florida,  and  for  the  present  has  his  headquarters  with 
the  State  Marketing  Bureau,  at  Jacksonville. 

About  May  25,  Robert  Bier  expects  to  transfer  his  base  of  operations  to 
Macon,  C-a. ,  possibly  taking  with  him  Inspectors  Behnke,  DeHaven  and  Rupert  to 
assist  in  handling  the  work  on  Georgia  peaches.    Mr .  Bier  advises  that  Florida 
inspections  have  passed  the  7 ,00C  mark, 

R.  M.  Peterson  will  remain  in  general  charge  of  the  Florida  inspection 
work,  after  Mr.  Bier's  removal  to  Georgia.    Mr.  Peterson  will  go  from  the 
Has  tings- Elkton  district  of  Florida  to  Ocala  about  May  25»  making  Ocala.  his 
headquarters  for  some  time. 

Tentative  plans  include  the  transfer  of  F.  E.  Hooper  from  Fort  Myers, 
Fla. ,  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  to  asrist  in  the  inspection  of  potatoes  and  other 
crops,  about  May  20;  the  transfer  of  J.  C.  Townsend  from  Palmetto,  Fla,,  to 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss,,  on  vegetable  inspections;  and  the  transfer  of  B.  E. 
Shaffer  from  Arcadia  to  Stuart,  Fla.,  to  handle  pineapple  inspections.    A.  E. 
Mercker  will  soon  go  from  Hastings,  Fla.,  to  North  Carolina,  to  supervise 
shipping-point  work  in  that  State. 

Last  Saturday  a  group  photograph  was  taken  of  employees  in  the  Washington 
offices  of  the  F.  &  V.  Division.     The  foreground  of  the  picture  is  one  of  the 
Department  tulip  beds.    Although  a  few  of  the  washing' ton  force  were  absent,  the 
group  includes  nearly  60  members  of  the  technical  and  clerical  staff.     It  is  a 
very  clear,  good  photograph,  size  7|  "by  2b  inches,  and  sells  for  7f$  a  copy. 
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(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     KEYS  TO  LOCKS  ON  SPECIAL  EOUIPM&TT  POXES .  (REPLY) 
'Then  the  special  "boxes  were  made,  a  few  years  ago,  for  shipping  mimeo- 
graphs, addressographs  and  typewriters  used  at  field  stations,  locks  and  keys 
were  procured  which  were  identical- with  each  other  in  order  that  any  of  our 
force  possessing  a  key  would  he  able  to  unlock  or  lock  any  of  the  boxes. 
Later,  an  additional  supply  of  locks  and  keys  was  purchased,  presumably 
identical  with  the  first  lot.     It  has  been  discovered,  however,  that  all  the 
locks  and  keys  are  not  uniform.     Consequently,  difficulty  is  likely  to  be 
experienced  when  some  field  man  receives  a  box  which  cannot  be  opened  with 
his  key.     In  order  to  correct  this  matter  as  soon  as  possible,  every  person 
having  custody  of  one  or  more  equipment  boxes  with  locks  is  requested  to 
furnish  the  Washington  office  at  once  a  sketch  of  the  key  in  his  possession 
which  fits  the  locks  now  in  his  custody.     This  may  be  drawn  on  a  large  scale, 
so  as  to  show  as  clearly  as  possible  the  relative  location  and  size  of  the 
teeth  on  the  key, 

2a.     FEDERATED  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  GROWERS. 

Shipments  originating  in  39  States  were  sold  by  the  Federated  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Growers,  in  772  cities  and  towns  in       States  during  1923*  the 
first  year  of  the  association's  existence.     The  total  number  of  cars  handled 
by  the  receiving  and  sales  departments  was  33 1 510*  according  to  report Sr re- 
ceived by  the  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation..    Of  this  number  30$,  or 
about  10,000,  were  loaded  with  potatoes;  2g;o,  about  9»300>  were  loaded  with 
apples;  2^-3/^/o,  about  8,200,  were  loaded  with  peaches,  pears,  etc.;  and 
ij-l/^a,  about  5,700,  with  other  fruits  and  vegetables.  'The  wide  distribution 
given  to  products  from  different  parts  of  the  country  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  b21  cars  of  Indiana  onions  were  sold  in  88  markets  in  25  States;  Georgia 
watermelons  were  sold  in  169  markets;  2b2  cars  of  Kentucky  strawberries  were 
sold  in  85  markets;  and  Alabama  Satsuma  oranges  were  sold  in  33  cities. 

Of  the  cars  handled,  93*3$  were  sold  on  an  f.o.b.  basis;  k$  were  sold 
at  private  sale-rafter  the  arrival  of  the  car  at  destination;  and  2-9/->  were 
sold  through  the  fruit  auctions  in  the  larger  cities. 

There  was  a  credit  of  $26,862,50  in  the  revolving  fund  at  the  close  of 
the  year.    This  fund,  which  is  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  working  capital, 
is  accumulated  by  a  charge  of  $2.50  on  each  car  handled.    The  balance  in  the 
"retain"  fund  on  December  31  was  $9,^80.     This  amount  represents  the  excess 
of  charges  for  services  over  the  cost  of  the  services  rendered. 


(Page  2^7) 
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lb.    LOUISIANA  STRAWBERRIES  TO  PANAMA, 

Various  conditions  made  it  advisable  to  continue  the  Hammond,  La., 
field  station  about  a  week  longer  than  usual.    According  to  a  recent  letter 
from  G,  D,  Clark,  who  was  in  charge  of  this  station  during  the  latter  part 
of  its  period  of  operation,  the  weather  about  the  middle  of  May  was  exception- 
ally favorable  to  the  production  of  berries  of  high  quality,     Shipments  for 
this  (present)  week  were  expected  to  average  15  cars  daily,  whereas  last 
season  the  movement  was  practically  completed  by  this  time.    Not  only  the  fact 
that  quality  of  the  berries  has  held  up  this  season,  but  also  the  tendency 
of  growers  to  pack  more  of  the  fruit  in  quart  containers  to  meet  the  demand 
of  city  markets,  has  helped  to  prolong  the  shipping  period. 

The  Louisiana  Cooperative  Strawberry  Growers1  Association  has  made 
various  L.C.L.  shipments  to  Panama  this  year,  via  rail  to  New  Orleans  and  than 
by  boat,  most  of  the  lots  comprising  200  crates,    Up  to  the  middle  of  May,  the 
total  thus  shipped  was  about  two  carloads.    The  fruit  arrived  in  very'  good 
condition  and  returns  from  this  venture  have  been  quite  satisfactory.  The 
f.o.b,  market  strengthened  some  days  ago  by  reason  of  the  temporary  scarcity 
of  express  cars  and  the  consequent  curtailment  of  shipments.    The  Hammond 
field  station  was  closed  yesterday,  but  shipments  from  that  section  probably 
will  continue  for  a  few  more  days, 

2b.    ASPARAGUS  FIVE  AND  A- HALF  INCHES  IN  CIRCUMFERENCE. 

The  following  report  was  written  by  V.  G,  Gibson,  of  the  St,  Louis 
office,  on  liay  20: 

"While  on  the  street  yesterday,  I  noticed  some  asparagus,  -  mention 
of  which  I  thought  might  interest  you, 

"This  grass  was  white  stock,  and  the  so-called  No.  1  measured  5  i 
inches  in  circumference  and  the  No,  2  approximately  k  inches*    Both  of  these 
grades  were  in  bunches  of  ten  stalks  each,  and  9  inches  long.    This  stock 
came  from  a  thirteen- year-old  planting  in  St.  Louis, Comity,  and,  in  the  cutting 
from  which  this  particular  bunch  came,  the  grower  was  able  to  bring  in  eighty 
bunches  of  the  No.  1  stock  and  forty  of  the  No,  2,  and  says  that  only  two  years 
more  will  be  the  life  of  this  planting,    The  quality  of  this  grass  was  excellent 
contrary  to  what  might  be  expected  of  stock  so  large,  and  was  very  tender  even 
down  to  the  lawer  f>art  of  the  stalk. 

"There  are  a  number  of  asparagus  plantings  in  and  around  St.  Louis, 
but  no  one  seems  to  know  the  extent  of  the  acreage,  and,  so  far  as  crop 
reporting  is  concerned,  I  presume  it  makes  no  great  difference, sinC€  all  is 
consumed  in  this  market," 

3b,    IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  MY  17: 

Page  309  -  Special  paragraph  on  Strawberries  in  weekly  review, 

311  -  Potatoes  Starting  from  South  Carolina,  -  by  Mr,  Bertush, 
South  Carolina  Cabbage  Delayed,  -  by  Mr,  Bertush, 
Alabama  Cabbage  Output  Light,  -  by  Mr,  Evers, 
Additional  Field  Stations  to  be  Opened, 
320  -  Increasing  Demand  Abroad  for  American  Dried  Fruits, 

E.  W,  STILLWELL, 
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STATIONS 


Mail 
List 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

MOBILE,  ALA,** 
Custom  House 


RALEIGH, ,N.  C.** 

312  Agricultural  Bldg. 

JUBSONIA,  ARK, 

Bank  of  Judsonia  Bldg, 

RIPLEY,   TENN . 

MONETT,  MO. 

1st  Natl. Bank  Bldg. 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF, 


S5S 
92U 

S05 
806 


357 


80S 


In  Charge 


17,  J ,  Bertush 

J,  D.  Evers 

R.  H.  Shoemaker 

R.  L,  out ton 

R.  H,  Lamb 

A.  E.  Prugh 


C.  E.  Schultz 
G.  E.  Prince 


Report: 


Cabbage 
Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Berries 
Lettuce 

Berries 


Berries 


Berries 


Cant  s , 


First 
Bulletins 


1 

.May  2b 

Apr.  30 

May  12 
May  17 

May  6 
May  15 

May  6 


May  12 

May  19 

May  23 


Probably 
will  Close 


May  2k  (?) 
June  lU 


May  31 
June  25 
June  25 

May  2k  (?) 
June  1 

May  31 


May  31 
June  lU 

July  12 


The  following  stations  probably  will  p-pen  on  dates  indicated: 


BOWLING  GREEN,  KY, 

S59 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Berries 

May  26 

June  10 

OCALA,  EL A, ** 

S32 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

Tomatoes 
'7-melons 

May  26 
June  2 

June  28 
dune  28 

MACON,  £&.** 

S33 

V. 

D, 

Callanan 

Peaches 

May  2S 

July  15 

CRYSTAL  oPRII'Go,  MISS. 

S09 

R. 

H, 

Lamb 

Tomatoes 

June  5 

June  30 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 

Sll 

W. 

H. 

Mosier 

Tomatoes 

June  2 

June  30 

The  following  stations  c'. 

Losed 

on 

dates  indicated; 

HAMMOND,  'La. 
P.O.  Bldg, 

502 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Berries 

Apr.  1 

Closed 
May  22 

HASTINGS,  EL  A. 
Byrd  Bldg. 

771 

H« 

Scruggs 

Potatoes 

Apr.  14 

.  May  20 

ASHERTON,  TEXAS** 
Schumari  Bldg, 

SOU 

W. 

H. 

Mosier 

Onions 

Apr.  21 

.  May  2k 

**  State  Dept.  cooperating. 

Temporary  Ass  ignments : 
R.  M.  Peterson  )  To  Florida  for  in- 
G,  A.  De  Haven  )  spection  work. 


lc.   ruzizzz  zzpop.ts  zzc;<;  east  tktitesszz. 

Mr.  Robb  was  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. ,  on  May  19,  when  he  'wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter  regarding  the  situation  in  that  territory:- 

"Strawberry  shipments  from  eastern  Tennessee  "began  last  week  with 
a  few  cars  of  Klondikes .    The  main  movement  begins  this  week,  one  car  of 
Aromas,  the  principal  variety  in  this  part  of  the  State,  being  shipped 
from  Cleveland  today.    The  weather  is  clear  and  warm,  and  the  berries 
are  ripening  rapidly.     Cleveland  and  Sale  Creek  are  the  most  important 
shipping  points  at  which  inspection  is  being  offered.     Some  inspected 
cars  will  be  shipped  from  Dunlap,  Jasper,  Pikeville,  Sequatchie,  and 
Winchester.    All  these  points  are  within  about  35  miles  of  Chattanooga, 
and  Mr.  Marks  is  able  to  supervise  the  whole  section. 

11  The  IT.  S,  grades  are  basis  of  the  grading  and  inspection,  At 
Cleveland  two  sizes  of  the  U.  S.  ITo.  1  grade  are  being  put  out  -  in. 
to  1  in.1  and  '1  in,  and  larger.'     At  all  other  places  the  No,  1,  grade 
is  being  used  without  any  attempt  to  make  different  sizes.  Berries 
under  j/k  in.  and  those  slightly  soft,  undercolored,  or  otherwise 
defective  are  marked  No,  2.     Since  the  quality  is  generally  excellent 
and  great  care  is  being  used  by  the  growers,  there  will  be  very  little 
Ho.  2  stock  shipped.     The  season  here  will  probably  last  about  IS  days." 

2c .    ZZCC-ZZoS  OF  j7QRK  IK  IQUjySIAjlA. 

J.  H.  Hoover,  at  Baton  Rouge,  advises  that  the  shipping -point  inspection 
wcrk  in  that  district  is  opening  up  rather  slowly.     Shipments  are  expected  to 
become  heavy  next  week,  by  which  time  Ur.  Hoover  hopes  to  line  up  considerable 
business.    He  has  been  holding  meetings  among  the  growers,  instructing  them 
how  to  grade  and  pack  their  products.    This  work  has  been  all  the  more  diffi- 
cult because  many  of  the  farmers  do  not  speak  English  nor  understand  it,  so. 
that  Mr,  Hoover  says  "you  have  to  show  them  how  instead  of  tell  them  how." 

3 c .   r..  :.-.z  zzthoz  oz  statiitg-  car  izitiais. 

In  preparing  certificates  of  empress  car  inspections,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  some  express  or  private  line  cars  are  the  sole  property  of  that 
line  or  company,  while  other  express  cars  are  leased  by  the  railroad  owner  to 
the  express  company.     If  the  car  is  strictly  an  express  or  private  line  car, 
the  initials  of  the  company  will  be  followed  by  "XL " 

In  cases  where  the  car  is  actually  owned  by  a  railroad  and  leased  to 
the  express  company,  the  initials  of  the  railroad  always  appear  on  the  car  and 
should  be  used  in  the  inspection  certificate.     These  railroad  initials  should 
be  followed  by  the  words  "(espress  refrigerator)'1  or  by  the  initials  of  the 
leasing  express  company  or  private  car  line,  as  "(SEEX),11  W(AREX) "  or  "(AMX,, 
so  that  the  certificate  will  show  that  the  movement  -as  by  express. 


TTELjlS  A.  SHZZ..ZI7, 
Specialist  in  Charge,  F.  &  V,  Div. 
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Atlanta 

IS 

31 

% 

5 

0       $  I96  c 

3  0 

$  2 

Baltimore 

13 

20 

33 

46 

0 

0 

116 

10.00 

0 

Boston 

b3 

SO 

1U3 

lib 

64 

k 

55b 

15*00 

\k 

Buffalo 

5S 

44 

102 

63 

56 

6 

12C 

100.00 

7 

Chicago 

S9 

155 

2kk 

271 

2 

2 

s4s 

77.30 

4o 

Cincinnati 

7 

30 

37 

59 

1 

0 

i4o 

5.00 

3 

Cleveland 

24 

72 

102 

102 

54 

1 

32s 

32.50 

17 

Colunbus 

l4 

27 
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26 

37 

0 

lok 
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0 

Denver 
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12 

19 

26 
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56 
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1 
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J 

6 

11 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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9 

IS 

27 

3S 

1 

0 

92 
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2 
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4o 
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0 

0 
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5.00 

2 

Los  Angeles 

0 

0 

- 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Memphis 

24 

IS 

21 

29 

0 
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12.50 

10 

Milwaukee 

30 

12 

42 

53 

Ik 

0 
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2.50 

1 

Minneapolis 

2S 

46 
4o 

74 

62 

0 

0 

2^ 

30.00 

1 

Haven 

17 

57 

0 

2 

1 

l6S 

7,50 

9 

Nev;  Orleans 

35 

65 

100 

63 

60 

3 

336 

4o.oo 

16 

New  York 

379 

501 

-7)  f  Pi 
f  *tU 

do  5 

0 

2500 

280.00 

37 

Norfolk 

12 

ik 

26 

12 

6 

0 

io4 

0 

5 

Omaha 

2S 

s 

36 

^3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Philadelphia 

4o 

72 

112 

215 

56 

5 

420 

17.50 

20 

Pittsburgh 

50 

91 

l4i 

1S9 

65 

1 

54s 

10.00 

17 

Portland 

5 

53 

0 

0 

0 

196 

S.00 

0 

Salt  Lake  City  0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

2 

s 

2,50 

San  Francisco 

3 

St.  Louis 

24 

174 

19s 

163 

129 

0 

672 

52.50 

lU 

Washington 

10 

36 

46 

2S 

0 
«< 

0 

180 

2.50 

15 

Wilkes- Barre 

7 

7 

l4 

17 

1 

0 

52 

2.50 

0 

TOTAL 

1100 

1633 

2733 

252b 

S91 

25 

O94£0 

$732.50 

$  244 

RECAPITULATION 


TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Fruit  Inspections....  1100 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable..  Inspections  lb35 
Grand  total  C/L  and  L.C.L. Inspections  2733 


Inspections  for  Carriers..  S91 
Declined  for  lack  of  time.  25 
Total  Fees  Assessed. $106o4.00*: 


**. Total  fees  assessed  includes  $52.50  for  mixed  car  fees,  and  $95,00  for 
certificates  issued  to  exporters  by  the  Hew  York  office  at  $1.00  each. 


inspections  for  navy  and  :arinz  corps  during  a?ril,1924 
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short- 
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BOSTON 

39^75 

7151 

626T 

0 

45742 

7151 

115 

25 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

743I8I 

315557 

1113S 

0 

754319 

315521 

2396 

37 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

PHILADELPHIA 

3723SS 

2103U 

4U43 

1 

169 

377432 

21201 

627 

114 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

427527 

7250S 

I3955 

2792 

441552 

75301 

7 

315 

0 

0 

san  Francisco  ? 

660232 

0 

SO  420 

0 

740652 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SAN  FEDRO 

253070 

0 

43737 

0 

2S6S07 

0 

17 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

11+3386 

P^4o? 

77*4 

0 

14466C 

2*#I02 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

2640430 

1 

! 

439692! 

16C734 

2962 

2S01164 

41^2654 

3162 

4S1 

u 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE 

FOR  SHIPPING  E0ARD 

NEN  IOBX 

2U35 

s 

460 

24S1S 

0 

0 

NQBTOIE 

38700 

0 

38700 

300 

0 

TOTALS 

63058 

46o 

6351S 

300 

0 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  New  York  office  inspected  for  the  U.  S, 
Lines  402,822  lbs.  of  vegetables  and  53,832  lbs.  of  fruit,  total  456,654,  of 
which-'  tctal  50,879  lbs,  were  rejected.    For  the  Hanson  Line  47,916  lbs.  of 
vegetables  and  22,030  lbs.  of  fruit,  of  which  total  l,S4o  lbs,  were  rejected. 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  1,748  lbs.  of  bread,  4,5l6  lbs.  of 
butter,  and  1,56s  lbs,  of  cheese,  mailing  a  total  of  7,S32  lbs. 

The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  27,535  lbs,  of  bread  for  the  Navy,  of 
which  63  lbs,  were  rejected. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

L.  G,  C,  Peircer.  of  Texas,  has  been  appointed  as  a  Junior  Marketing 
Specialist,  and  will  report  foe  duty  at  Jacks cn,  Miss*,  next  Monday*    He  will 
assist  Mr,  Kinsey  with  the  supervision  of  inspection  work  at  shipping  points 
in  that  State,    Mr*  Kinsey  already  has  G,  W,  \finirey  assisting  him,  and  may 
£avs  a  third  man  in  the  person  of  J,  C,  Towns  en  .I*   Jr,d  who  is  now  on  shipping- 
point  work  in  Florida*    Mr,  ?<eirce  attended  Grinnell  (Iowa)  College  from 
I905  to  1909»  and  recently  took  a  correspondence  course  with  the  American 
Institute  of  Agriculture,,  Chicago,  on  the  marketing  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
and  live  stock.     In  I9O9 >  he  was  employed  as  State  salesman  by  the  Grinnell 
Vehicle  Company  and  the  Cooper  Mfg,  Company,     Sahsioaaont  to  I913 >  Mr-,  Eeirce 
was  engaged  in  business  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  and  in  operating  a  large 
farm  near  Gilmer,  Texas, 

hr„  Samson,  during  &f*s  recent  visit  in  Colorado,  addressed  the  grow- 
ers and  shippers  of  the  Scete  in  a  series  of  peach  ard  onion  grade  meetings, 
which  were  held  at  Palisade,  Delta,  Olathe  and  Montrose,    At  Olathe  the  in- 
terest was  so  keen  that  it  was  necessary  to  hold  the  meeting  in  the  Opera  House, 

Mr.  Stillwell  plans  to  leave  Washington  early  next  week  for  Macon,  Ga., 
where  he  will  make  final  arrangements  for  this  season's  market  news  service 
on  peaches,  with  particular  reference  to  the  extent,  of  participation  of  this 
Bureau  in  the  distribution  of  the  crop,    En  route  South,  Mr,  Stillwell  expects 
to  stop  for  a  day  each  at  Raleigh,  N»CM  Charleston,  S*  C».g  and  Atlanta,  Ga,, 
to  confer  with  representatives  of  the  liews  Service  and  with  State  officials. 
From  :>;acon,  he  may  go  to  other  field  stations  in  the  South  and  may  also  visit 
one  or  two  market  stations  before  his  return  to  Washington  about  June  9. 

V„  D.  Callanan  will  leave  Hal  sigh,  N,C,  Saturday  or  Sunday,  for  riacon, 
Ga.,  where  he  will  be  in  charge  of  the  field  station" on  peaches*    Advice  from 
the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange  indicates  that  the  first  car  of  Mayflowers 
will  move  about  May  28,  and  that  three  or  four  cars  of  peaches  will  be  shipped 
next  week, 

R«  PI,  Shoemaker,  who  operated  the  Grand  Rapids  field  station,  was  a 
visitor  to  the  Washington  office  or  Thursday*    Last  night  he  proceeded  to 
Raleigh,  P,C,,  where  he  will  succeed  llr.  Callanan,  in  charge  of  market  reports 
for  North  Carolina. 

The  first  strawberry  market  report  issued  by  A.  E,  Prugh  at  Honett, 
iVLo,,  has  as  part  of  the  heading  an  outline  map  of  Arkansas  and  *vIissOuri 
with  lines  marking  the  White  County  district  and  the  Ozark  section,    Front  page 
of  this  first  report  also  carries  a  table  of  icing  and  freight  charges  on  berries 
from  Monett  to  30  leading  markets. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  it  is  expected  that  the  strawberry  inspection 
work  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  will  have  been  completed,  with  a  total  of  about  SO  cars, 
R,  C,  Lirdstrom  will  return  to  St,  Louis,  and  handle  the  inspection  work,  while 
B,  S,  Jones  takes  annual  leave. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (CONT'D) : 

Ft  E.  Hooper  has  "been  transferred  from  Fort  Myers,  Fla. ,  to  Savannah. 
Ga.  -  instead  of  to  Beaufort,  S,C«,  as  forecast  last  week.    He  can  be  readied 
in  care  of  J,  L.  Budreau  &  Co.,  Savannah*    It  is  understood  that  the  associa- 
tion in  that  territory,  of  which  Mr.  Budreau  is  a  leading  factor,  will  have 
potatoes,  beans  and  other  vegetables  to  be  inspected, 

First  cars  of  Imperial  Valley  cantaloupes  rolled  Monday ,  and  shipments 
became  more  active  each  succeeding  day  this  week,    C,  E,  Schultz,  who  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  Brawley  field  station,  left  San  Francisco  last  night, 
G.  E,  Prince,  who  will  assist  Mr,  Schultz  at  Brawley,  had  previously  gone  from 
the  Los  Angeles  office. 

B,  E,  Shaffer,  our  Inspector  at  Arcadia,  Fla,,  has  gone  to  Palmetto, 
His  mail  address  is  P,0,  Box  238,    Robert  Bier  and  E#  E,  Conklin,  Jr.,  can 
now  be  reached  in  care  of  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange,  foacon,  Ga, 
E,       Peterson  should  now  be  addressed  at  Ocala,  Fla,    Address  J.  Harold  Hoover 
c/o  State  Extension  Service,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

On  the  list  of  field  stations  of  the  News  Service,  ncte  that  tomatoes 
have  been  added  at  Ocala,  Fla,    The  market  reports  on  tomatoes  and  watermelons 
will  be  issued  under  a  cooperative  arrangement  with  the  State  Marketing  Bureau, 
Jacksonville. 

Wm,  E,  Lewis,  of  the  Washington  staff,  went  to  3uffalo  and  on  Thursday 
assisted  J,  W,  Raplee  in  the  reinspection  of  four  cars  of  Texas  onions,  Last 
night  he  was  to  proceed  to  Pittsburgh,  to  assist  J,  J,  Gardner  until  another 
man  can  be  assigned  to  Pittsburrl}, 

The  Philadelphia  office  advises  that  much  mail  still  is  being  sent  to 
the  old  address,  308  Bourse  Bldg,    The  present  address  of  the  joint  branch 
office  is  236  Municipal  Pier,  No,  k,  South,  -  Chestnut  Street  and  Delaware 
Avenue,    Please  immediately  discard  old  Addressograph  plates  and  see  that 
mail  for  Philadelphia  is  properly  addressed  in  the  future, 

F,  Earl  Parsons  has  gone  to  Norfork,  Va.,  on  special  inspection  work 
on  potatoes  and  other  crops.    Until  the  middle  of  July,  his  mail  should  be 
sent  to  Room  201,  Southern  Produce  Bldg,,  Norfolk,  instead  of  to  the  State 
offices  at  Richmond. 

Friday,  May  30»  being  Memorial  Day,  is  a  holiday  in  all  offices.  It 
is  likely  that  the  Division  Letter  will  be  a  day  late  next  tfeek,  on  account 
of  this  holiday. 
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l£  .    RgLIgg  ASSOC  IAI1077  APPLICATION. 

Applications  for  membership  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  Immediate 
Relief  Association  may  be  obtained  from  Mrs,  Mills  in  Room  5C2.    The  object 
of  :his  Association  is  to  extend  immediate  relief  to  the  family  or  friends  of 
a  deceased  member,  $250  being  paid  immediately  to  the  designated  beneficiary 
•upon  notice  of  the  member's  death.    Employees  of  the  Department  not  over  5'0 
years  of  age  and  stationed  in  Washington  or  its  immediate  vicinity  are  eligibl 
to  membership.    The  membership  dues  are  $1,00  with  application  and  assessments 
as  additional  funds  are  needed.    Present  membership  is  about  1,300.  This 
Association  is  similar  to  those  in  other  Departments  in  Washington, 

2a.    MAITATEE  CQU1TTY.  FLORIDA.  T0I.IAT0  PjwJL. 

C.  H.  Behnke,  Inspector  in  Charge  of  the  shipping-point  work  at  Palme tt 
El  a.,  wrote  as  follows  on  May  2^4: 

!,Ihe  tomato  season  in  Manatee  County  usually  lasts  four  or  five 
weeks,  depending  on  the  weather,  and  this  year  will  be  no  exception, 
for  shipments  will  be  practically  completed  by  June  1.    The  first  whole 
carload  was  rolled  out  of  this  section  April  30.    This  mas  two  or  three 
weeks  later  than  the  date  of  the  first  shipment  last  year. 

"On  the  whole,  the  quality  of  the  stock  that  was  packed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  season  was  poor,  considerable  immature  and  Hail  Head 
spotted  tomatoes  being  packed.    However,  the  market  was  strong,  for 
supplies  were  light  from  the  East  Coast  of  the  State  at  that  time.  Cash 
buyers  were  active  the  first  meek  and  top  prices  were  around  $6  a  crate 
f.o.b. 

"Quality  of  the  second  picking. was  better  and  the  movement  was  heavy, 
reaching  a  total  out  of  the  section  of  approximately  ^50  cars.  Many 
fields  have  become  badly  infected  with  Hail  Head  fungus,  however,  and 
the  quality  of  the  stock  packed  the  past  week  has  been  so  poor  on  this 
account  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  grade  it  out  to  meet  the 
Ho.  1  requirements  without  culling  from  a  half  to  three- fourths  of  the 
fruit.    Shippers  generally  have  not  been  disposed  to  do  this  and,  con- 
sequently, shipping-point  inspection  has  been  difficult  to  maintain  under 
these  conditions.    Out  of  the  3°9  cars  rolled  to  date,  we  have  inspected 
2^h  or  approximately  25'A  of  the  total  movement. 

"Of  the  5 i 000  acres  of  tomatoes  in  Manatee  County  t7iis  ;^ear, 
approximately  200  acres  were  staked..    This  is  a  comparatively  new  method 
of  growing  them  in  this  section  but  is  meeting  with  greater  favor  each 
year.     Spreading  the  initial  cost  of  the  stakes  over  a  period  of  three 
years,   it  costs  about  $75  an  acre  more  by  this  method.    A  considerable 
gain  of  I7o.  1  fruit  of  the  larger  sizes  and  consequently  greater  net 
returns  per  acre  more  than  makes  up  for  this  added  cost,  and  it  is 
anticipated  there  will  be  a  much  greater  acreage  staked  in  the  county 
next  year.  " 
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J  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE  j 

lb  .      FURNISH  NAi-.ES  OF  PAPER  LANUE^:  T'EERS  . 

This  Bureau,  submits  proposals  from  time  to  time  for  the  securing  of 
bids  on  mimeograph  paper  foruse  in  our  various  branch  offices.      In  order  to 
get  the  best  price,  considering  not  only  the  quality  of  paper  and  time  of  de- 
livery, but  the  location  which  will  involve  the  smallest  transportation  charge 
it  is  requested  that  all  of  our  branch  offices  or  traveling  field  men,  who 
kno-.7  of  paper  manufacturers ,  furnish  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  such  parties 
in  order  that  proposals  may  be  sent  to  them.      Vre  are  particularly  amiious  to 
learn  of  paper  firms  in  the  Y;est,  which  might  f\imish  paper  for  our  Pacific 
Coast  offices.      iwark  your  reply  for  the  attention  of  Mr.  Evans- 

2b.      ICF3Z:S  LETTUCE  FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA  . 


Writing  from  New  York  City  under  date  of  lv:ay  22,  C.  L.  Brown  tells  of 
the  arrival  of  Iceberg  lettuce  from  the  South: 

"We  are  receiving  ?ome  Iceberg  lettuce  from  South  Carolina,  packed  in 
the  regular  California  style  and  in  California  crates  .    Two  cars  -ere  sold 
yesterday  at  a  range  of  $2-75-3 -50,  or  practically  the  same  as  the  best  Los 
Angeles  lettuce.    Another  car  arrived  today  and  sold  for  $3,  which  is  slightly 
under  the  market  price  for  the  best  Los  Angeles  Iceberg." 

3b  . •     MAY  SUPPLIANT  TO  "CROPS  aNE  r^EEEIS." 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  crop  reports  and  tables  of  farm  prices, 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  material  on  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Page  lUg  -  Orange  Crop  of  California  is  2U, 500,000  Boxes  (filler) 
Potato  acreage  in  Norfolk  District,  (filler) 
Cantaloupe  acreage  in  North  Carolina  .  (f  iller) 
152  -  Prospects  for  Peach  Crop  in  Southern  States,  Kay  1. 
Texas  Honey  Ball  melons,  -  by  V.;  .  D.  C-ooge  . 
Acreage  of  snap  beans  in  North  Carolina,  (filler) 

156  -  Early  potatoes  in  North  Carolina,  (filler) 

157  -  Cantaloupe  Supply  and  Prices  (with  chart) . 
lSH  _  Cucumber  acreage  in  North  Carolina,  (filler) 

167  -  American  Apples  in  British  Markets  (with  price  tables) • 
Foreign  Demand  for  American  Oranges  . 
The  May  Supplement  was  issued  more  promptly  than  previous  Supplements, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  prepare  the  table  of  carlot  shipments  for  April  in 
time  for  this  paper.      The  April  and  May  shipment?;  probably  will  appear  in  June 
issue . 

Ub.      IN  "CROPS  h.ltD  MARKETS"  FOR  MAY  2h: 

Page  325  -  Special  paragraph  on  Cantaloupes  in  weekly  review, 

326  -  Peach  crop  in  Georgia .  (filler) 

327  -  Michigan  Potato  Deal  Closing,  -  by  R .  H.  Shoemaker 

Arkansas  Berry  Season  Active,  -  by  R,  L^  Sutton 
North  Carolina  Berry  Movement  Passes  Peak,  -  by  V.  D.  Callanan 
Shipping  strawberries  to  Panama  .  (filler) 
333  -  Large  asparagus  on  St.  Louis  market  .  (filler) 
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5b  .      STRAWBERRY  REPOBTS  FROM  EASTERN  SHORE  . 

In  a  letter  of  May  19,  from  Philadelphia.,  J.  5.  Scott  tells  of  a  trip 
which  he  made  to  the  Eastern  Shore  the  preceding  Thursday  and  Eriday.  He 
arranged  for  daily  f.o.b.  wires  on  strawberries  from  Marion,  Salisbury,  and 
Pittsville,  Maryland,  these  wires  to  be  sent  by  either  the  man  directly  in 
charge  of  the  local  auction  or  a  member  of  the  local  association.    He  visited 
three  newspapers,-  the  Wicomico  "News,"  the  "Evening  Times"  at  Salisbury,  and 
the  "Mary lander  &  Herald"  at  Princess  Anne.      Each  asked  to  be  given  a  week- 
ly write-up,  covering  the  Philadelphia  market.      The  Traffic  Manager  of  the 
Salisbury -Wicomico  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  Salisbury,  said  that  his  organiza- 
tion would  welcome  this  special  service  and  support  it*      Mr.  Biddle,  of  the 
Philadelphia  office,  had  arranged  for  f.o.b.  reports  on  berries  from  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange,  at  Gnley,  Va . ,  and  from  W.  T. 
Derickson,  of  the  Delaware  Bureau  of  Markets . 

6b  .      ADDITIONAL  FIELD  SUMMARIES  ISSUED, 

The  following  field  station  summaries  were  issued  during  last  few  days: 
MISSISSIPPI  TOMATO  DEAL,  season  1923,  by  R .  E  •  Shoemaker. 
WESTERN  NEW  YORK  CELERY  DEAL,   season  1923,  by  C.  L.  Brown. 
SOUTHEASTERN  WATERMELON  DEAL,   season  1923,  by  J*  D.  Svers . 
TEXAS  WATERMELON  DEAL,  season  1323,  by  W  .  D.  Googe  and  J-  Austen  Hunter. 

The  last  summary  is  illustrated  with  an  outline  map  of  Texas,  on  which 
are  clearly  marked  the  five  distinct  watermelon  sections  in  Texas. 

7b.      REVIEW  OE  OREGON  1923  POTATO  SEASON^ 

Under  date  of  May  26,  R.  L,  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  issued  an 
excellent  review  of  the  Oregon  potato  season.     It  covers  four  pages,  and  in- 
cludes a  chart  showing  price  changes  and  a  list  of  carlo t  shipments  by  sta- 
tions.   Total  shipments  are  given  as  1,5^6  cars,  for  the  period  covered. 
Under  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  State,  Mr.  Ringer  supervised  the  in- 
spection of  1,023  cars  of  these  potatoes  during  the  season. 

Sb ,      UNLOADS  SUMMARY  FOR  NEWARK  MARKET , 

On  May  l6,  the  New  York  City  office  issued  a  four-page  summary  of  1923 
unloads  in  the  Newark,  N.  J.,  market.      It  shows  the  carlot  unloads  of  36 
fruits  and  vegetables  by  months  and  by  States  of  origin.     Total  of  these  36 
products  is  9.2S6  cars.    The  I.e. I.  receipts,  principally  potatoes,  apples, 
peaches  and  strawberries  from  New  Jersey  and  other  near-by  States,  equaled 
919  cars.      Stuff  hauled  from  New  York  City  by  truck  is  estimated  at  5,102 
carloads,  and  that  trucked  in  from  near-by  producing  sections  at  1,701  car- 
loads, making  a  grand  total  of  ca riots,  less-than-carlots ,  and  truck  receipts 
equivalent  to  17,008  carloads.      In  1920,  the  copulation  of  Newark  was  about 
Hl5,000. 

\  9b •      MARKETING  OF  CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  FRUITS  . 

Dept.  Bulletin  No.  1237,  "Organization  and  Development  of  a  Cooperative 
Citrus-Fruit  Marketing  Agency,"  has  just  come  from  the  press      The  authors 
are  A.  W.  McKay  and  W.  Mackenzie  Stevens,     Until  a  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Stevens 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  F.  &  V .  Division.    He  has  since  been  connected  with 
the  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation,  in  which  Mr.  McKay  is  a  Specialist. 
This  bulletin  of  66  pages  is  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  California  Fruit 
Growers'  Exchange  and  similar  organizations. 

B.C.  Boree , 

Investigator  in  Market  Surv5 
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ST7TIG7S 
 —  • — • —  i 

7a  i  1 
List 

— 

In 

Charge 

Peports 

First 

Bullets-las, 

Probably 
Bill  Close 

CmELESTON,  S,  C.  ** 
Chancer  of  Commerce 

i 

858 

Vi/  * 

J, 

Bertush 

Cabba.ge  * 
Potatoes 

1 

f.5ag  1 
mf  2o 

Pay  23  * 
jure  14 

POP  ILL,  ALA,  ** 
Custom  Eouse 

924 

T 

y  » 

D. 

Lvrers 

1 
1 

Cabbage 
rota toes 
Cucumbers 

Apr. 30 

l&Y  12 
May  17 

Pay  31 
June  25 
June  25 

BAU3IGH,  N.  Ce  ** 

3--2  Agricultural  31dg, , 

805 

R. 

K„ 

Shoemaker 

3crries  * 
Lettuce 

May  6 
May  15 

May  2o  * 
June  1 

JUDSCiilA,  ARK. 

Bank  of  Judsonia  Bldg, , 

856 

w. 

H, 

Mosier 

Berries 

May  6 

* 

June  4 

MO. 

1st  Natl,  Eank  3ldg. , 

857 

A, 

I.* 

XJ  * 

Prugh 

Perries 

7ay  19 

June  14 

LEAT7L7Y,  CALIF. 
Lunlack  Hotel 

80S 

Ja  • 

-ij  • 

Schultz 
Prince 

Cants. 

May  23 

July  12 

L0T7LIITC-  GRLPIT,  XI, 

859 

C- 

D. 

Clark 

Berries 

Pay  2b 

June  10 

CC  ALA    FLA.    *  * 

832 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

Tomatoes 

Cucumbers 

W-melons 

7ay  27 
?:ay  28 
June  6 

Jnnp  ?8 
June  28 
June  28 

taooit,  CA.  ** 

833 

V. 

D. 

Callanan 

Peaches 

June  2 

July  15 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  HISS. 

803 

1 

R. 

1 

H . 

Lamb 

Carrots 

Ca  'j,  cage 
1  Tomatoes 

! 

7ay  29 
Pay  29 
June  2 

1 

June  11 
June  30 

The  f ollcTTins;  stations  profc 

vbly  T/il 

I  ov-en  on  dates  indicated: 

LLIZA3L7K  CITY,  IT.  C. 

810 

a. 

! 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

June  5 

June  28 

JACKSON  FILES ,  TLXAS 

811 

w 

■ » • 

"p" 

7osier 

Tons- toes 

i 

June  9 

June  30 

The  following  station  closed  on  < 

iat 

e  i 

ndicated: 

RIPLBY,  TEL^U 

806 

R. 

i 

7, 

Lamb 

Berries 

7a-  12 

Closed 

7ay  26 

I 


*  Report  discontinued.  **  State  Department  cooperating. 


Temporary  As sj-jgoments  • 
R,  7-.  Petersen      )  to  Florida  for 
G-.  A,  DeHaven       )  inspection  to  rk. 


1  c .      BSPOKE  RZVZBSAIS  3Y  TZLZG3AP  H^. 

Until  further  orders,  every  Inspector  who    reverses  a  certificate  on 
appeal  should  -aire  the  Washington  office  that  night,  giving  the  State  of 
origin  ,  the  car  number,  and  the  reason  for  reversal.    This  is  especially 
important  during  the  summer,  when  many  shipping-point  inspection  deals  are 
"being  handled  which  have  "but  a  short  season*      If  any  Inspector  at  shipping 
point  is  going  Throng,  we  wish  to  he  able  to  telegraph  his  Supervisor  immediately 
notifying  him  of  the  reversal  and  giving  the  reasons,  so  that  the  local 
inspector  may  he  corrected  promptly. 

2c,      IhSFECTIOh  ^LPOKT  I-AOL  C:---_"A;X0GA,   ih.h. . 

On  May  2o,  J .  A.  Marks  advised  tliat  22  cars  of  strawberries  were 
inspected  at  shipping  points  last  week,  making  a  total  of  25  to  that  date. 
Sains  had  interfered  with  picking,  and  movement  had  not  reached  the  ejected 
volume.    Mr;  liarks  thinks  the  crop  is  much  lighter  than  was  estimated,  he 
reports  that  most  of  the  inspected  cars  have  "been  going  through  in  good  shape, 
and  receivers  generally  -ere  pleased  with  the  stock.    On  any  cars  against  -mien 
a  complaint  was  filed  in  the  terminal  market,  he  planned  to  request  Government 
inspection  at  destination. 

3° •     SUMvARj  Qi   IFSFFCTiCFo  AS  HICHIFA  SF.IFPJFX  POIFTS . 

Inspections  made  in  Florida! rom  Mayite  15  inclusive  were  as  follows: 


a pc t ion .  Cars  . 

Arcadia  ,  ...  g 

Tort  Myers   3O 

Homestead   1* 

Hastings .........  670 

Okeechobee .......  I+3 

Palmetto  ,  131 

Sanford   1.0 


Products ■  Cars 


Potatoes   6/6 

Tomatoes,   176 

Celery    10 

TOTAL.    S62 

Grgpef  rui  t   5^ 

Oranges   U3 

Citrus    2 


."inter  Haven... ^  66  FGTAL  07 

TOTAL   .  959  959 

* Delayed  report  from  first  half  of  April, 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  May  lb,  Far.  6c,  inspections  for  the  second 
half  of  April  were  tabulated.    Grand  total  this  season  to  the  end  of  April  -as 
given  as  6,^-30.    By  adding  the  359  cars  inspected  during  the  first  half  of  May, 
the  total  to  May  15  is  7,359  cars.    The  daily  average  had  increased  from  U7  to 
74  cars.  Total  vegetables  inspected  since  the  beginning  of  this  service  last 
November  are  5,H20  cars,  and  total  citrus  fruits^l,9_69  cars. 

Comparison  of  inspections  by  sections  from  h0v.  12,  1927,  to  Mav  15,  192 
is  as  follows: 

Section.  Cars.  Section.  C  ws. 

Sanford   I5U2         |  Clearwater..   365 

Orlando   325 

Leesburg   22k 

Arcadia  ,  .  33 

Okeechobee   Us 


Palmetto   12SS 

Homestead ......  123U 

Hastings   113U 

Winter  Haven, , .  658 

Port  Myers   $kk 


Total   7359 
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Uc  .      VIRGINIA  APPROVES  ^.PPLE  ORkEFS  . 

United  States  barreled  apple  grades  •••ere  approved  at  the  meeting  held  4 
at  Harrisonburg,  7a. ,  on  Monday f  attendee",  by  H.  W .  Samson,  representative 
growers  and  shippers,  members  of  the  Virginia  Staoe  Horticultural  Society, 
the  Division  of  Markets,  and  the  State  Sxtens ion  Sear/ice  .      Mr .  Ssnu$cxi  reports 
that  the  discussions  brought  out  the  fact  that  a  number  ci  large  growers  used 
the  federal  grades  last  year  and  found  them  very  practicable  for  snipping  pur- 
poses .    Preliminary  plans  were  made  at  the  meeting  f 01  more  extensive  use  of 
Federal -S tat e  shipping-point  inspection  this  season. 

5c  •      TENTATIVE  QRiLE-  TOR  TABLE  Ajjjg  JUICE  GE^RE 3 

Grades  for  cable  and  Juice  grapes  have  been  issued  it.  tentative  form 
by  Mr.  Samson's  project.    These  grades  were  formulated  at  a  meeting  of  Califor- 
nia shippers  recently  held  in  San  Francisco  at  the  ca.ll  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.    I,.r .  Samson  assisted  in  drawing  up  the  specifications. 

Last  year  the  joint  shipping-point  inspection  service  certified  the  con- 
dition of  26.HH2  carloads  of  grapes,  on  the  tasis  cf  the  California  State  grades 
This  work  brought  out  the  necessity  of  extensive  revision  cf  the  specifications 
and  the  desirability  of  having  the  grades  recognised  as  Federal  standards . 

be  .      POTATO  INSPECTIONS  X1T  SHATTER  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA. 

The  following  article  was  submitted  by  3.  C  Henny,  of  felr.  Allewelt's 
office  at  Sacramento:- 

1!A  meeting  of  the  potato  growers  of  the  Shafter  district  was  held  on 
May  20,  when  grades  and  grading  v;ere  discussed  in  detail  by  3    S.  Rogers,  of 
the  California.  Department  of  Agriculture.     It  was  the  consensus  that  all  the 
potatoes  to  be  shipped  from  this  district  will  be  put  out'  under  United  States 
grades  and  officially 'inspected.    Movement  will  start  the  last  week  of  Lay, 
continuing  during  June . 

"From  past  experience,  it  was  found  practically  impossible  to    sell  the 
potatoes  advantageously  unless  they  were  graded,  arid  during  the  last  three 
years  practically  the  entire  output  has  been  inspected.    It  is  estimated  that 
from  800  tc  1,000  cars  will  move  during  the  next  six  weeks,  and,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  crops  in  the  field,  the  quality  should  be  above  average.  From 
present  indications,  a  large  percentage  of  the  crop  will  be  marketed  in  the 
Middle  West  and  South,  instead  of  in  the  Northwest  as  usual." 

writing  on  the  same  subject  from  Los  Angeles  on  &ay  2J ,  H.  A.  Harris 
tells  of  the  trip  he  made  with  one  of  the  snippers  by  automobile  to  the  Shafter 
district  in  Kern  County  on  Tuesday  of  last  week.    They  were  able  to  make  a 
fairly  complete  survey  of  this  potato  section,  examining  fields  and  talking, 
with  growers  and  other  interested  factors.    At  the  meeting  of  the  Shafter  PotatOj 
Growers !  Association  that  night,  after  Mr.  Rogers  had  discussed  inspection,  Mr.' 
Harris  was  called  on  to  explain  the  News  Service.    Arrangements  were  made  to 
send  the  Association  a  daily  wire,  giving  the  whole  potato  waiket  rewort  in 
abridged  form.    Many  growers  asked  for  the  mimeographed  reports; 

In  addition  to  potatoes,  this  distiict  has  considerable  land  planted  to 
vineyards,  as  well  as  apricots,  pears,  peaches,  tomatoes,  peppers ,  olives  and 
citrus  fruits.    Potatoes  and  grapes  are  the  principal  crops  grown  for  distant 
shipment,  as  most  of  the  other  products  are  con^u.vied  locally  or  go  to  Los 
Angeles  by  truck. 
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lc  .      SHIPPERS  US  DIG  E EDERAL-S TATE  INSPECTION  ILt  SOUTH  CAROLINA.  . 

W.  V,  Stephens,  supervising  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  South- 
Carolina,  advises  that  the  following  organizations  are  using  the  service  in 
the  Charleston-keggett  district: 

SHIPPERS  .  "   .BRAMDS  .  SHIPPING  POINT  . 

Atlantic  Coast  Distributors,     "Red  Arrow-  A  C  E!!  Charleston. 

American  Fruit  Growers,  "Blre  Goo?e"  Charleston. 

oellhrook  Exchange,  "Blue  Top"  Charleston. 

S.  C.  Produce  Association,        "Palmetto  Brand"         J.ieggett . 

WELLS  A.  SEEBM, 

Specialist  in  Charge,  E.  &  V.  Division. 

OEEICE  NOTES : 


Mr.  Rood  was  in  Baton  Rouge  on  Wednesday,  and  left  that  night  for 
Nashville,  Ark.,  where  he  will  look  into  the  possibilities  for  shipping-point 
inspection  of  peaches .      He  planned  to  take  leave  for  a  day  or  two  at  Spring- 
dale,  Ark.,  and  probably  will  return  via  Kansas  City  to  reach  Washington  by- 
June  7.      He  advised  from  Crystal  Springs,  kiss.,  that  there  will  be  a  large 
volume  of  tomatoes  to  be  inspected  in  that  district. 

0.  N.  Karsha,  ^ho  handled  inspection  of  strawberries  at  Beebe,  .^.rk.,  has 
now  gone  to  Crystal  Springs,  where  he  will  assist  F.  S.  Kinsey  in  supervising 
tomato  inspections  during  the  month  of  June. 

K.  S.  Branch  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Kansas  City  office  of  the  Inspectic 
Service.      Neal  D.  Sanborn,  who  substituted  in  that  city,  returned  to  his  head- 
quarters in  Denver,  and  has  been  sent  by  the  State  of  Colorado  to  Brawley,  Calii 
where  he  will  assist  with  cantaloupe  inspection  work. 

A.  E.  ivercker  has  gone  from  Hastings,  Fla.,  and  can  now  be  reached  in 
care  of  the  State  Division  of  l^rkets,  Agricultural  Building,  Raleigh,  K .  C. 
He  will  supervise  shipping-point  work  in  North  Carolina. 

Hotel  i^con  is  Robert  Bier's  correct  address  in  i/lacon,  C-a . ,  instead  of 
the  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange,  as  previously  announced . 

CD.  Shirley  is  still  inspecting  onions  at  ^cherton,  Texas,  and  probabl;/ 
will  remain  there  until  June  7,  after  which  he  will  take  a  few  days1  leave  in 
San  .Antonio.      He  advises  that  onion  inspections  have  reached  a  total  of  1,100 
cars  . 


Having  substituted  for  R.  A.  Smith  at  Memphis,  during  the  latter' s  vaca- 
tion, M.  C.  Gregory  will  now  report  for  duty  in  Pittsburgh,  to  help  with  in- 
spection work.      Wm.  E.  Lewis,  who  has  been  assisting  temporarily  in  Pittsburgh, 
returns  to  the  Washington  office  early  next  week. 

J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr.,  has  been  authorized  to  proceed  from  Palmetto,  Fla . , 
to  kacon,  Ga . ,  and  then  will  go  to  Jackson,  kiss.,  to  assist  with  shipping-poir.L 
inspections  in  that  State.      He  expects  to  reach  ...is  - :  ssippi  some  time  next  wee'- 
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OFFICE  ITGTZS:   (Continued)  * 

a  rush  of  inspect  ions  cf  Florid-?,  potatoes  in  PUilo.^elphia  made  it 
necessary  for  K .  C.  Farnworth  to  go  from  the  VJashiugton  office  to  help  with 
that  work .    3.  F.    Shreve,  Baltimore  Inspector,  has  fc'eim  spending  Afternoons  in 
Washington*  to  take  care  of  inspections  in  this  city  during  Mr.  Farnworth ?s 
temporary  absence . 

W.  H.  Mosier  went  from  As  her  ton,  T-xas,  to  Ju&sonia,  Ark . ,  to  relieve 
R.  L.  Sutton  of  the  market  reporting  in  tTnat  district.      Mr.  Satton  lias  gone  to 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  to  issue  reports  on  potatoes. 

Lettuce ,  Strawberries  and  Car lie  are  covered  in  a  special  crop  and  market 
report  written  by  C  .  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  tinder  date  of  May 
7-      This  was  mimeographed  in  Washington  during  the  past  week  and  distribution 
made  to  all  offices    thought  to  be  interested.      The  report  contains  a.  lot  of 
va luab 1 e  info rma t ion. 

Market  reports  on  carrots  and  cabbage  are  being  issued  at  the  Crystal 
Springs,  Miss,,  field  station  for  about  two  weeks .      Interested  growers  and  ship- 
pers are  assisting  in  financing  these  special  reports,  which  are  supplemental  to 
the  regular  bulletins  on  tomatoes . 

Dr.    Or .  X .  K .  Link,  Pathologist  of  E.P.I.,  who  is  located  in  Chicago  and 
who  has  been  assisting  in  the  training  cf  inspectors,  expects  to  leave  Govern- 
ment service  about  July  1,  to  accept  a  place. on  the  staff  of  Chicago  University. 
He  will  continue  there  his  pathological  work  on  vegetables,  and  still  will  help 
with  the  training  of  new  inspectors,  who  likely  will  attend  his  special  lectures 
at  the  University  instead  of  receiving  this  instruction  in  our  Bureau  off ices; 
where  we  have  no  laboratory  under  the  new  space  arrangements. 

V/atermelon  market  reports  for  Texas  will  be  issued  on  the  same  plan  as 
last  season.      J.  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Austin  office,  will  handle  the  reports 
for  South  Texas  growers  and  shippers,  and  later  in  the  season  '.V.  D    G-ooge,  of  tk 
Fort  -.vorth  office,  will  issue  bulletins  for  interested  "parties  in  North  Texas. 

Miss  Lucy  Watt,  of  the  Karket  News  section  in  Washington,  has  gone  on  10 
days'  leave  to  her  home  in  Greensbarg,  Fa.      Viseing  of  market  wires  is  being 
handled  by  Mr.  Clay  and  Martin. 

After  seven  weeks'  work  in  Boston,  auditing  the  accounts  of  a  prominent 
wool  dealer,  H.  V.  DeMott  is  expected  back  at  his  desk  in  Washington  this  Satur- 
day.   Sn  route  from  Boston,  he  stopped  off  in  New  York  for  two  days'  leave. 

H.  T.  Longino,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Houston  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service, has  gone  to  Jacksonville,  Texas,  to  supervise  shipping-point  work  on 

tomatoes . 


OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 


P.  D.  Rupert,  who  has* been  inspecting  tomatoes  in  the  Okeechobee  section 
of  Florida,  will  go  to  Stuart,  Fla  . ,  within  the  next  few  days,  to  handle  pine- 
apple inspections.      E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr..  visited  that  territory  the  middle  of 
the  week,  and  advises  that  the  first  car  of  pineapples  was  shipped  on  May  28. 
Movement  is  expected  to  become  heavy  next  week.      Mr.  Conklin  also  stopped  at 
Ocala  on  his  way  back  to  Macon,  Ga . ,  which  latter  place  (Macon)  will  now  be  his 
headquarters . 

The  next  two  issues  of  the  Division  Letter  will  be  edited  by  Mrs.  D.  K. 
Die1-,  of  Mr.  Fiske's  section.      Mr.  Froehlich  will  be  on  leave  from  June  5  to 
lht  part  of  which  time  he  will  spend  (with  Mrs.  Froehlich)  at  the  20th  anniver- 
sary reunion  of  the  Class  of  130U  at  Gettysburg  College.      This  organization 
has  the  unique  record  of  having  issued  an  annual  Class  bulletin,  of  5°  to  70 
pages,  for  21  consecutive  years.      Mr.  Froehlich  is  the  present  editor  of  this 
class  paper- 


10b .      IMPERIAL  VALLEY  CANTALOUPES . 

The  following  wire  was  received  from  C.  E.  Schultz,  at  Brawley,  too  late 
to  be  included  on  the  Market  News  page.     It  is  dated  Iviay  3°5- 

" Imperial  movement  week  earlier  than  normal.      First  express  cars  19th. 
Cool  nights  retarding  ripening  first  two  weeks  .    Eight  hundred  cars  shipped  to 
May  30th.      Crown  set  heavy;  running  heavy  to  ponys .      Indications  succeeding 
melons  good  size,  good  quality.    Vines  in  excellent  condition.      Acreage  now 
estimated  slightly  over  30,000.      First  peak  expected  about  June  5th.  Rigid 
inspection  safeguarding  against  immature  shipments.    Railroad  facilities  well 
organized  to  handle  situation.      No  prospects  car  shortage  in  near  future. 
Distribution  meetings  as  in  former  seasons  .      Heavy  rain  in  parts  of  district 
may  change  situation.      Will  advise." 
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la  •     OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ADVANCEMENT  IN  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  fiORK. 

Within  the  past  few  weeks,  a  number  of  letters  have  been  received  from 
college  students  and  from  some  professors  expressing  an  interest  in  shipping- 
point  inspection  work.    Many  of  these  men  are  available  for  the  vacation  season 
only,  but  a  number  are  seniors  who  will  be  graduated  this  month  and  who,  if  they 
become  interested  in  the  work,  may  be  applicants  for  permanent  positions . 

we  have  learned  of  one  or  two  instances  in  which  college  professors  and 
State  officials  have  advised  young  men  against  entering  the  work  of  this 
Division,  particularly  the  Inspection  Service,  because  they  could  not  see  "that 
it  offered  any  future."    Everyone  in  the  Division  ought  to  realise  how  erroneous 
this  is  .    I  venture  to  say  that  the  college  graduates  who  have  come  directly 
into  the  service  of  this  Bureau  have,  as  a  group,  advanced  much  more  rapidly  in 
salary  than  the  average  of  those  who  have  sought  ether  employment.    They  have 
also  had  exceptional  opportunities  to  extend  their  acquaintance  with  the  fruit 
and  produce  industry  and  with  the  country  as  a  whole.    tire  have  had  a  market 
within  our  own  organization  for  all  the  executive  ability  which  we  could 
develop  and  the  end  is  not  yet.    Every  member  of  the  force  ought  to  be  a  re- 
cruiting agent  to  the  extent  of  encouraging  every  desirable  young  man  to  take 
our  examination  and,  if  practicable,  to  secure  some  preliminary  training  as  a 
licensed  shipping-point  inspector.    If  any  man  in  the  service  feels  that  he  is 
not  earning  what  his  job  is  worth,  that  he  would  be  better  off  if  he  had  not 
entered  the  service,  that  he  sees  no  future  in  cur  organization,  I  hope  that 
he  will  write  us  a  letter  and  give  us  an  opportunity  to  help  him  correct  his 
viewpoint . 

wJBUS  A.  SHERMAN, 

Specialist  in  Charge,  F.&  V.  Division. 

2a  .     IN_CRQF3_  AND ..MARKETS  FOR  MAY  31. 

i.!aterial  of  interest  to  fruit  and  vegetable  men  appeared  in  Crops  and 
Markets  of  May  31  as  follows: 

Page  3^1  -  Special  paragraph  on  potatoes  in  weekly  review. 
3^2  -  Iceberg  lettuce  from  South  Carolina  (filler) . 
3^3  -  Low  Returns  for  Texas  Onions,  -  by  A.  E.  Prugh. 

-  Potato  Deal  Closes  in  North  Florida,  -  by  F.  H.  Scruggs. 

-  Grades  for  table  and  juice  grapes  (filler) » 

3*47  -  North  Carolina  Lettuce  Delayed,  -  by  V.  D.  Callanan. 
3^8  -  Shipping-Point  Inspection  Service  Extended  (filler) . 
3^9  -  Proportion  of  apple  crop  marketed  (filler)  . 
352  -  Exports  of  fresh  and  dried  apples;  prunes,  apricots  and 

raisins  from  U.S.,  July  1  to  April  30,  1922-23  and  1923-2U. 

-  German  Demand  for  American  Apples  . 


(Page  265) 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  0?  MARKET 


servic: 


STATIONS 


Mail 
Lis  ';■ 


C  HARDEST  Oil,  S,C.  ** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

MOBILE.  ALA.,  ** 
Custom  Rouse 

RALEIGH,  IT.C,  ** 

312  Agricultural  Bldg, 


EOTTETT ,  W  :< 

1st  Natl.  Bank:  Bldg, , 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF. 
Dunlack  Hotel 

OCALA,  FLA,  ** 
Post  office  Bldg. 


IM.C02T,  GA,  ** 
Hotel  Macon 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  "USS. 
Ellis  House 


 InJ^iar^ 

5p  W«  J.  BertasL 


52H  J,  D,  Evers 
S05jR«  Ht  Shoemaker 


Reports 


'57 


£05 


S32 


833 
S09 


A,  E.  Prush 


C.  E,  Schultz 
G,  E,  Prince 

F,  E,  Scrubs 


V.  D«  Callanan 
R7  E,  Lamb 


I  Cabbage  * 
'potatoes 

! 

j. Cabbage  * 
j Potatoes 
j  Cucvmbers 

'Berries  * 
'Lettuce  * 
js, Beans 
(Potatoes 
I  Cucumbers 
Dewberries 

Berries 


Cants . 


Tomatoes 

Cucumbers 

W-melons 

PeaeHes 


Carrots 
Cabbage 


First 
Bullet  ins 


Ma- 


1 

26 


Apr  #  JO 
12 

my  17 

, .  r 

-7-aY  15 
June  2 
June  5 
June  5 
June  5 


May  13 


May  23 


May  27 
Hay  PS 
June  6 

June  2 


May  29 
June  2 


Probable 
Hill  Cl^a 


Tomatoes  j  June  2 


Tne  following  s  tat  i  ens  -probab  1.-  will  QJgon  on  date  s  i  nd  i  r  a  ted: 


Eay  23  ' 
June  Ik 

June  5 
June  25 
June  25 
iSay  26" 
June  2  * 
June  20 
June  25 
June  30 
June  30 

June  Ik- 


July  12 

June  23 
June  28 
June  2S 

July  15 


June  11 
June  11 
June  30 


ELIZABETH  CITY,  IT,  C, 
JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 


PHOSIIX.  ART! 


SlO 
511 
glo 


R,  L,  Sutton 


7,  E,  Mosier 


Q;  .    Ti1.  P--,- 


»  E,  Prince 


Potatoes 

June 

r 

0 

June 

28 

Tomatoes 

June 

9 

June 

30 

!  Cants ., 

July 

1 

July 

2^ 

JUDSOHIA,  ARE. 
Bank  of  Judsonla  Bldg.  , 

r  U.    U 11 
S5b 

u.ci  u  c   j.  uu  j.uc'  1  t'  u  : 

i/,  h.,  Mosier 

Berries 

c 

L&  J  0 

Closed 
June  H 

BOELIEG  GP.EEIT,  EY. 

Moorehead  Hotel  Bldg;,  T 

S53 

C-,  D.  Clark 

Berries 

i-.j=i.y  co 

June  6  #' 

Report  discontinued,  **  State  Department  cooperating, 

Temp orary  Ass i.gnmen.t's : 
R,  M,  Peterson  )  to  Florida  for 
C-,  A,  DeHaven         )  inspection  work. 
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1  c .     CHAijggS,._IN  LOT-ATI  ON  IrT  MISSISSIPPI ; 

A  wire  from  Mr.  Ki::sey:  dated  June  5,  at  Utica,  Miss.,  gives  the  follow- 
ing changes  in  assignments. 

J.  C    Towns end,  Jr.,  supervising  Natchez  to  Raymond;  present  head- 
quarters .Fayette. 

L.  G.  C.  Peirce,  supervising  at  Hazlehi'xs*"-. 

0.  N.  Earsha,  Crystal  Springs. 

J.  H.  Hoover,  who  is  in  charge  in  La.t  also  handles  Simpson  and  Lawrence 
Counties  and  the  town  of  Florence,  Miss; 

G.  W.  Winfrey  probably  will  remain  at  Crystal  Springs,  supervising  cler- 
ical and  fiscal  matters  and  assisting  with  the  afternoon  rush  of 
inspections . 

Mr.  Kinsey  states  that  about  fifteen  inspectors  and  fifteen  helpers  will 
be  needed  at  Crystal  Springs  alone.  Mr.  Kinsey' s  headquarters  are  at 
Crystal  Springs,  instead  of  Jackson,  for  the  remainder  of  the  tomato- 
shipping  season. 

2 c  •     INSPECTION  OF  GEORGIA,  PT<iAC HES: 

Robert  Bier  reports  by  wire  (June  3)  "that  he  expects  to  inspect  8,000 
cars  of  peaches  within  the  next  eight  weeks.    He  had  sixty  men  hired  at  that 
time  and  would  need  about  twenty  more.     The  force  at  Mobile  under  Mr.  Strauss 
will  be  given  a  change  to  transfer  to  Mr    Bier  next  week. 

3 2 ■    ^LT^G^l^RADES  AND  SHIPPING  POII"?  CIRCULAR: . 

Cantaloupe  grades,  which  have  been  revised  to  some  extent,  will  be  sent 
under  separate  cover  within  the  next  few  days  to  all  inspectors. 

A  cantaloupe  shipping-point  inspection  circular  recently  issued  by  the 
California  service  contains  detailed  instructions  for  making  the  maturity  test 
for  cantaloupes  by  means  of  the  Brix  hydrometer  as  used  in  California.  In- 
spectors who  wish  a  copy  of  this  circular  may  obtain  it  by  addressing  TT .  $\ 
Allewelt,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Standardization.  1015  L  St., 
Sacramento,  Calif. 

kc.     SIMPLIFIED  LISTS  OF  SHIPPING  POINT  INSPECTIONS.. 

Beginning  with  today;  we  are  simplifying  the  form  of  the  mimeographed 
lists  showing  cars  inspected  at  snipping  points  by  eliminating  what  are  believed 
to  be  unnecessary  sub-headings  and  notes  of  explanation.     Inasmuch  as  the  ref- 
erence marks  always  carry  the  same  meaning',  the  explanation  will  be  stated  only 
at  the  top  of  the  sheet,    A  little  more  space  than  usual  is  allowed  between  the 
lists  for  each  State  in  order  to  malt's  it  possible  to  add  car  numbers  after  the 
stencil  has  been  cut,  to  report  those  shown  on  copies  of  certificates  received 
in  T:ash:ngton  late  in  the  afternoon.     These  additions  will  be  made  in  the  proper 
columns,  but  may  not  appear  close  to  the  previous  entry  -  to  do  so  would  en- 
danger tearing  the  stencil  by  turning  it  back  in  the  typewriter.    As  far  as 
practicable,  the  car  numbers  shown  on  all  certificates  received,  until  the  prep- 
aration of  the  lists  has  been  completed  for  the  day,  will  be  included.  Receiving 
point  inspectors  are  requested  to  advise  whether  this  simplified  form  causes  any 
inconvenience,     If  the  new  form  is  satisfactory,  it  will  save  considerable 
work  here. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

John  W,  Howard,  of  Aiacon,  Ga.,  has  been  appointed  as  an  assistant 
marketing  specialist  and  reports  for  duty  at  Macon,  Ga, ,  June  l6.    He  will 
assist  with  the  inspection  work  on  peaches.    Ma?*  Howard  was  employed  by  a 
produce  company  in  Macon  as  shipping  clerk  from  I9O7  to  1910*  when  he  became 
general  manager  of  the  same  concern.    In  1917»  be  engaged  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing fruits  and  vegetables,  and  in  1922,  he  was  employed  by  the  Georgia  Fruit 
Exchange  at  Atlanta,  as  inspector,        *~   '  " 

Among  recent  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  was  F,  M,  Lyle,  of  New 
Haven,  Conn,,  who  was  on  annual  leave  the  latter  part  of  the  week.    Miss  Frances 
'iyers,  of  the  Chicago  office,  was  in  Washington  on  Tuesday.    En  route  to 
Elizabeth  City,  N.C.,  R.  L.  Sutton  stopped  in  Washington  Monday.    E.  D,  Mall i son 
a  new  appointee  in  the  market  news  service,  reported  for  duty  in  Washington 
i'ionday. 

R.  C,  Rose,  of  the  Cincinnati  inspection  service  continues  ill.  He 
may  be  unable  to  return  to  duty  for  several  weeks. 

N,  C.  Farnworth  and  Wm,  E.  Lewis  have  both  returned  to  the  Washington 
office,    air,  Farnworth  assisted  with  inspections  during  a  rush  of  work  in 
Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  whoTsnt  first  to  Buffalo  to  help  on  the  reinspec- 
tion  of  onions,  went  later  to  Rochester  and  Syracuse.    During  the  last  few  days, 
there  were  heavy  arrivals  of  cucumbers,  tomatoes  and  strawberries  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  Mr,  Lewis  assisted  with  the  work  in  that  city. 

In  the  interests  of  standard  containers,  H.  A.  Spilman  will  leave 
Washington  Sunday  night  for  a  trip  which  will  include  the  Pacific  Coast,  Utah, 
Colorado  and  Idaho,    He  expects  to  be  gone  several  weeks. 

H.  W,  Samson  is  on  annual  leave  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,    He  left  Washington 
Wednesday,  and  will  return  about  Tuesday,  June  10.    F.  G.  Robb  probably  will 
return  to  Washington  June  8  or  9.    He  expects  to  be  in  Pittsburgh  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

Announcement  of  the  resignation  of  C,  L.  Brown  is  made  with  regret. 
He  went  to  New  York  City  a  few  weeks  ago,  to  assume  temporary  charge  of  the 
market  reporting  work,  and  expects  to  leave  about  June  15  to  take  a  position 
with  a  commercial  news  service  opening  a  branch  office  in  New  York,  One 
feature  of  this  new  work  will  be  an  auction-reporting  service,    Mr.  Brown  was 
appointed  to  the  Market  News  project  in  October,  1920,  and  has  had  assign- 
ments in  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles,  in  addition  to  handling  numerous  field  sta- 
tions.   Perhaps  his  most  notable  service  has  been  rendered  at  Rochester  during 
the  last  two  seasons,    Mr,  Brown  wrote  a  number  of  valuable  field  summaries,  an"! 
has  contributed  many  articles  to  "Crops  and  i'.iarkets"  and  other  publications. 
Our  best  wishes  accompany  him  in  his  new  field  of  endeavor. 
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OPFICE  HOTES  (Continued)  • 

a,  S,  ivlascn,  of  San  Diego,  has  been  reinstated  in  the  Inspection  Service 
and  reported  for  duty  at  Atlanta,  Ga« ,  this  week*    Pie  then  went  to  the  peach 
district  of  central  Georgia  to  assist  with  shipping-point  inspection  work  on 
this  crop.    It  will  be  remember 3(i  that  Mr,  Mason  was  Kavy  Inspector  at  San 
Diego  until  his  resignation  exactly  one  year  ago,  and  that  he  since  has  been 
associated  with  the  San  Diego  Fruit  and  Produce  Company, 

J«  Wm,  Park,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  seed  loan  work  in  Hew  Mexico, 
expects  to  leave  Albuquerque  about  June  10,    He  will  visit  seme  of  the  western 
truch-crop  sections  in  the  interest  of  the  Division  of  Crop  Estimates  before 
returning  to  Washington. 

To  fill  the  l\Tew  York  assignment  temporarily,  R«  E,  Shoemaker  will  leave 
Ealeigh,  N*G#<  reaching  New  York  about  the  10th  c.?  11th  of  June,    Rc  K,  Lamb 
will  proceed  from  Crystal  Springs  Jure  7,  to  take  charge  of  the  work  at  Saleigh, 
end  G.  D,  Clark,  after  closing  the  office  at  Sowling  Green,  Ky, ,  will  go  to 
Crystal  Springs,  arriving  there  Sunday, 

C.  Gregory  reported  Monday,  June  2,  in  Pittsburgh,  after  having 
relieved  E.  a,  Smith  at  Memphis, 

E,  W,  Stillwell  will  remain  at  iviacon  longer  than  originally  planned  in 
order  to  assist  Mr*  Bier  for  a  week  cr  so  in  getting  shipping-point  inspection 
of  peeches  organized.    His  address  there  will  be  Hotel  Macon, 

It  is  expected  that  J.  A,  liarks  will  finish  the  inspection  of  straw- 
berries in  East  Tennessee  about  the  7th  of  June  and  will  report  to  Mr*  Bier  in 
^con  June  10, 

Elwood  A,  Harrison,  clerk  in  the  Los  Angeles  office,  has  tendered  his 
resignation  effective  June  Xk9    Mr,  Harrison  was 1 transferred  from  the  Chicago 
office  of  the  Division,    Because  of  ill  health,  Mrst  Elizabeth  White  wishes  to 
resign  her  position  as  clerk  in  the  Cleveland  office,  and  will  leave  as  soon 
as  her  successor  is  found, 

Ft  M„  Patton  left  Washington  Thursday  afternoon  for  iiacon,  Ga,,  and  will 
arrive  there  Friday  evening  or  Saturday  morning*    He  will  assist  Mr,  Callanan 
in  lining  up  railroad  reports  and  destination'inf ormation  on  Georgia  peaches. 


How  do  you  liZre  a  short  Division  Letter? 
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5c.    ACR~aG"  A"D  ShI?i.^I;TS  OF  IIORTF  CAROII/A  DEY73IRRIE3 : 

The  following  estimate  of  acreege  and  ca,riot  shipments  for  Horth 
Carolina  dewberries  lias  just  been  received  from  the  "orth  Carolina  Division 
of  Markets: 


Stations 

Acres 

Cars 

Stations 

Acres 

Cars 

Sanf ord 

75 

20 

Southern  Pine 

s  70 

20 

Cameron 

50a 

150 

Hcf  fir  an 

S5 

20 

Lemon  Springs 

Uo 

S 

Harriet 

135 

60 

Vass 

30 

25 

Laurinburg 

7^_ 

20 

Lake view 

25 

5 

State 

1,135 

328 

Teague,  who  forwards  this  summary,  adds  that  there  may  be 
smaller  acreages  in  other  sections,  and  that  the  total  from  the  State  may 
go  as  high  as  350  cars.    First  carlo t  shipments  were  expected  from  Hamlet 
June  6U    First  pickings  there  ~ere  made  on  June  3«>    Movement  from  the  district 
north  of  Hamlet  will  begin  next  week, 

6c.    :.Q,  -ELY  SU.^.kHY  OF  C£RL0T  UNLOADS  I :  ^".a?Ta: 

A  mimeographed  sheet  issued  from  the  Atlanta  office  shows  carlot 
unloads  during  the  month  of  &*ay,  discussing  decreases,  sources  of  supply  and 
other  interesting  features,  with  a  table  of  unloads  for  the  first  five  months 
Of  this  year* 

vTLLLS  A  SEER:  Jul, 
Specialist  in  Charge,  F,  &  V.  Division. 
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DIVISION  LETTER s  JTCL ,  170.  ?>. 
( C  c  n~  e  at  s  C  c  n  t  i  '■-  or  t  i  a  1 ) 

la,      STRATJBERRIES  TRUCKED  Iff  TO  FHILAUELPTIIA',. , 

A  letter  of  Jons  U  from  d\  G,  Sec  It,  of  the  Philadelphia  office, 

described  the  marketing  of  strawberries  in  that  city: 

'\:;i:--y  Eastern  Shore  strawberries  are  coming  in  by  truck  each  day, 
There  are  several  shippers  who  ha,ul  daily  from  Eruitlar.d»  Salisbury  ard 
East  New  Market .  and  Selbyville  and  Georgetown,  Del,    Some  strawberri: 

have  been  trucked  from  Accomac  County,  Va,    Eeaause  of  the  good  roads,  the 
berries  arrive  ir  better  condition  than  those  sent  by  rail.    Further,  they 
arrive  early  in  the  morning  and  in  many  cases  are  sold  before  express  and 
freight  arrivals  are  delivered*     Berries  trucked  in  have  sold  as  much  as 
$1  per  crate  higher  than  express  stock,     I  checked  up  on  this  a  little 
yesterday  morning  and  found  that  at  least  U,C00  crates  had  been  hauled  in 
from  Delaware  and  Maryland  alone.    One  firm  took  20  truckloads  amounting 
tc  ever  I, 300  crates,    Most  of  the  trucks  are  Fords,  using  pneumatic  tires, 
end  the  average  charge  from  points  in  lower  Maryland  and  Delaware  is  75<£ 
per  crated 

2a.     ;  TRUCK  GARDENING.  FEAR  PHILADELPHIA.' 

Mr,  Scott  adds  that  heavy  rains  have  held  back  market  gardens  in  the 
section,     New  Jersey  strawberries  were  coming  in  slowly,  a  few  crates  each  day; 
the  berries,  however,  are  wet  and  soft.      Seme  farmers  were  reported  to  have 
planted  Their  beans  as  many  as  three  times,  each  lot  having  decayed  in  the 
ground.     One  grower  said  that  damp  weather  had  caused  the  blossoms  on  his 
tomato  plants  to  rot  ana.  fall  off, 

3a.      OILED  STRAPS  FOR  NEW  JERSEY  APPLES: 

Interest  in  oiled  wraps  for  their  apples  has  been  noted  among  New 
Jersey  growers  by  Mr,  Scott,  who  has  been  asked  to  get  an  estimate  on  the  cost 
and 'extra  labor  involved,    He  thinks  these  growers  plan  to  wrap  apples  for^ 
bushel  baskets  and  hampers,  if  feasible,    Mr.  Scott  continues  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  apple  industry  near  Philadelphia*  which,  he  saj^s,  is  increasing 
each  yeaz*; 

"One  grower  who  operates  a  cold  storage  plant  in  New  Jersey  and  is 
a  commission  man  also,  says  that  his  concern  handled  300  cars  of  apples  ano 
still  had  almost  100  cars'  left  to  be  sold.     Some  growers  are  building  smal 
cold  storage  plants  on  their  farms  for  their  own  and  their  neighbors ?  use. 
In  another  season  like  the  past  one,  nearby  stock  will  have  to  be  reckoned 
with  by  speculators  who  are  buying  other  apples  and  storing  them  for  sale 
in  Philadelphia.    There  are  several  local  storage  plants  within  a  two-hour 
trucking  distance.    The  apples  are  stored  in  bushel  baskets  and  hampers  but 
many  are  repacked  in  five- eighths  bushel  baskets  before  marketing,  In 
.  repacking  ,  all  decayed  stock  is  thrown  out,  and  consequently,  five- eighth, 
baskets  are  preferred  to  boxes  and  barrels,  selling  proportionately  higher, 
Fancy  Romes  now  are  selling  as  high  as  $2  per  five-eighths  basket,  Femes 
are  higher  than  other  .apples  now  because  they  do  not  scald  so  readily, 

(Page  271) 
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MARKET  Z,7'"S  SERVIC1 


lb".     CHICAGO  FOTaTO  LIARXFT  IIPROVES: 

On  June  7,  W.  H.  Hall  described  conditions  on  the  Chicago  market  as 
follows: 

"It  looks  as  ••though  the  old  potato  deal  will  end  satisfactorily,  as 
prices  are  at  high  point  of  the  season.    The  weather  has  "been  unusually  favor< 
able,  not  warm  enough  to  cause  sprouting,  and  the  supply  of  new  stock  has  beer 
light  enough  and  increased  gradually  enough  for  the  trade  to  absorb  it  easily 
along  with  the  old  stock.    Receipts  of  old  potatoes  during  the  past  three 
weeks  were  much  less  than  might  be  expected,  particularly  of  Wisconsin  stock. 
Operators  attribute  this  to  the  unusually  good  demand  from  the  Southwest,  To- 
day Michigan  and  Wisconsin  sacked' round  whites  sold  at  $1.70-$1-S5»  ""rhlle  the 
best-new  Bliss  Triumphs  brought  $2.6o~$2.75  per  100  pounds.    The  difference  m 
price  between  old  and  new  is  much  less  than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
the  quality  of  the  old  stock  being  exceptionally  good.11 

2b .     FIRST  CAR  OF  UPLORILA  "ATZR: IZIALTS  II:  CHICAGO: 
Mr.  Hall  continues: 

"While  there  have  been  a  few  cars  c ..  Mexican  melons  on  the  Chicago 
market,  the  first  car  of  Floridas  arrived  yesterday,  selling  at  $900.     It  was 
a  car  of  2U-pound  average  Tom  Watsons.     Owing  to  continued  cool  weather,  there 
is  a  very  limited  demand  for  this  product.'1 

3b.    MATERIAL  FOR  CROPS  AIZD  MARXZTS: 

This  week  several  excellent  field  storiss  were  received.     In  order 
to  use  as  many  as  uossible  in  early  issues  of  Crops  and  Markets,  so  that  the 
Information  they  contain  may  be  timely,  it  was  necessary  to  cut  them  consider- 
ably.     In  spite  of  space  limitations,  we  want  as  many  field  stories  as  you 
can  write,  and  beginning  next  week,  our  section  of  Crops  and  Markets  will  be 
given  another  page.  . 

3.  C.  30REE, 
Investigator  in  Market  Surveys. 


SATURDAY  HALF-HOLIDAYS  ' 

Although  Saturday  half-holidays  do  not  officially  begin  until  the 
micdle  of  the  month,  because  this  Saturday  is  Flag  Lay  and  also  because  it 
comes  so  near  the  middle  of  June,  permission  has  been  granted  for  everyone 
to  be  excused  who  can  be  spared  from  their  work  by  one  o'clock.    This  applies 
both  to  Washington  and  the  field. 
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CHARLESTON,  S  .  C  ,** 

t 

| 

.  J, 

Ma  v  1 

1 

Pi* 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

1 

-r'O  « at  CSS 

1 

May  2  b 

1 

1 4 

MOBILE,  ALA.** 

QPli 

*.T 

.  3D. 

"TT'vy  ~i  f^C* 

-Hi  *     I  -> 

Cabbage.* 

Apr.  JO 

i  Jiine 

Custom  Mouse 

i 

'Potatoes 

^,ay  ll 

■ 

Cucu:ju:gi-S;'* 

May  17 

1  Juns 

7* 

FALSI  OH*  N.  C.  ** 

so  1 

! 

R 

XT 
ii  • 

J.J  iu  IU 

Berries* 

Lay  6 

312  Apricultoxa].  Bldg, 

Lettuce* 

xay  ...  J 

h  - 

2* 

S  i .  jWrrn 

June  2 

Jarre 

20 

Potatoes 

June  G 

«.-■  uce 

25 

Cuoumb  e  r  s 

:.  une  o" 

o  u  no 

Dpwba tt\  es 

tl"  "  ne  R 

June 

30 

MQNETT,  iVl0. 

rir.g.a 

Berries 

May  19 

1  7 

•U 

1st  Natl -Bank  Bldg . 

B RAW LIT,  CALIF. 

.  E. 

S  chu  1 t  s 

Cants . 

May  23 

duiy 

Bun la ok  Hotel 

G 

Pi  I  r""e 

OCAIA,  FIA .  ** 

8j2 

F 

H 

F5  P      "r     cr  q  1 

Tomatoes 

May  27 
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2g 

Post  Office  Bldg. 

Cucumbers 

Lay  2S 

Ju.sis 

12* 

W -me Ions 

June  6 

June 

2S 

kACON,  OA .  *'* 

V 

.  D . 

Callanan 

Peaches 

June  2 

July 

Hotel  Macon 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS ,  MISS . 

G 

.  D. 

Clark 

Carrots 

Mav  29 

June 

7* 

El 13  s  House 

.Garbage 

June  2 

June 

7* 

Tomatoes 

June  2 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N  >  C  . 

SIC 

R 

.  L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

June  7 

June 

28 

JACKS OKVILLS,'  EEXAS 

211 

V/ 

.  H. 

Mcsier 

Tomatoes 

June  10 

Jure 

30 

The  following  station  "probably  \ 

7ill 

open  on  date 

indicated : 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ . 

.  E. 

Prince 

Cants , 

July  1 

1 

1  July 
i 

25 

*  Report  discontinued.      **  State  Department  cooperating. 


^emo 0  rary  Ass  3  gnrtien t s : 
R.  M.  Peterson"    )  to^?forida  for 
G.  A.  DeHaven        )  inspect xon  work* 
R.  H.  Shoemaker    -  in  Maw  Yorke 
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inspect:-;-  "service 


i c .    snipping  ?qii:t  aed  recer-iec  -chit  certificates  must  se  eore  eefieite: 

We  no  be  an  increased  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  shipping  point  and 
receiving  point  inspectors  to  use  indefinite  statements  sv.cn  as  "approximately 
15$  blemishes,"    The  use  of  the  term  "approximately"  is  ^ermissihle  only  -hen 
conditions  are  irregular  and  the  variation  in  different  packages  is  more  than 
10$:    And  furthermore , it  should  never  he  used  e::cept  in  connection  with  the 
range  of  defects.  It  should  never  he  used  in  percentages  which  are  close  to  the 
tolerance.    The  certificate  must  show  definitely  whether  the  product  is  "in" 
grade  or  "cut"  of  grade.    Such  statements  as  "approximately  10$  defects"  in  the 
case  of  a  product  for  which  the  grade  tolerance  is  10$  raises  the  question 
whether  the  defects  were  just  over  or  just  under  the  tolerance.     In  a  case  whicV. 
came  to  our  attention  recently  the  statement  was  made  that  "approximately  10$  0 
the  heads  of  cabbage  -ere  soft."    Later  statement  to  the  effect  that  there  were 
"occasional  (less  than  2$)  of  "burst  heads"  raised  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  car  was  really  in  grade  as  stated  or  whether  the  defects  totaled  more  than 
10$,  which  would  have  thrown  the  car  out  of  grade.    A  certificate  must  leave 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  on  such     jints.    All  supervisors  should  give 
strict  attention  to  certificates  prepared  m<  er  their  direction  to  see  that 
they  are  specific  in  this  connection. 

2c.  aeeoiee;eeeet: 

Dr.   C-.  K.  K.  Link,  who  has  accepted  a  position  with  the  University  of 
Chicago,  has  made  arrangements  by  which  his  connection  with  the  Department  will 
be  continued  and  his  services  will  be  available  for  the  instruction  of  new  in- 
spectors in  pathology  and  one-quarter  of  each  year  -ill  be  devoted  to  the 
pathological  problems  of  importance  to  the  Inspection  Service. 

3 c ,     TOMATOES  AT  CRYSTAL  SPRIEC-S,  EISCISSIPPI: 

0.  N.  Harsha,  who  is  inspecting  tomatoes  at  Crystal  Springs,  wrote  under 
date  of  June  S  as  follows: 

"The  tomato  season  at  Crystal  Springs  and  vicinity  is  about  one  week 
late,  and  since  all  spraying  is  over,   th^re  is  developing  what  is  apparently 
a  second  brood  of  worms  in  the  fields....  There  is  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  regarding  the  extent  of  damage,  but  local  estimates  are  for  10$  to  25$ 
lighter  tonnage  than  was  at  first  expected.    The  situation  is  similar,  I  imagine 
to  that  of  the  pear  crop  in  Colorado  last  year.    The  larva  is  on  the  tomatoes 
and  the  worm  hatches  out  after  the  tomatoes  have  been  picked  and  wrapped,  fre- 
quency- after  the  stock  is  loaded  and  the  car  rolling.    An  occasional  tomato 
has  been  noticed  already  at  the  cars,  shewing  minutd  worms  not  over  l/k  inch 
long,  in  the  stem  end  basin  of  the  tomato.    They  had  not  been  alive  long  enough 
to  eat  into  the  flesh.     It  is  probable  that  some  cars  will  show  worm  damage 
and  the  situation  may  be  of  interest  to  market  inspectors." 

^c .     SEED  REIESPECTIOfr  CERTIFICATES  TO  SUPERVISOR  Iff  CREitftB  OF  STATE: 

F.  W.  Allewelt  has  requested  that  copies  of  reinspection  certificates  be 
sent  to  the  Sacramento  office  rather  than  to  the  district  in  which  the  original 
inspection  v;as  made.     This  policy  should  be  followed  in  sending  reinspection 
certificates  to  all  States.     It  gives  the  supervisor  in  charge  an  opportunity 
to  check  up  on  the  .Tork  of  various  inspectors  within  the  States  and  puts  him  in 
position  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  correct  shipping-point  errors. 
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5 C  -    SKIPPING  POINT  BTSFECj  I J^EH&I 

The  following  tabulation  shevra  the  r/uiober  of  cars  inspected  from  May  16 
to  May  31  inclusive* 


Arcadia  Section: 

■Tomatoes  .  .  *   .  .  .3 

Hastings  Section: 


rotatoes* 


Oca!  a 


Hi 


19 


lav^hul a  'Sect ion: 

'IT'  .cf  ^."^  W 

Bears «. *. . » .  .--«.*« 

Winter  ^vvjcio 
&i:ap6fjuit«  •: « » s . 
Oran- c  s  ,  . 


Tomatoes » «  51 
Palmetto . .  Se  cti  on: 

Toraa  toes  -.-■.•„,,..  >  i?9 

TOTAL  FtTBES  OF  INSPECTIONS  FOR  SEASON;  7,672 
Classification  of  cars  inspected  May  i8"3'i"- 


2 


Grand  Total,  May  lc~3~ 


IS 

1 .7 

K?3 


Citrus : 


uars 


Tees tables 


Potatoes 


Gars 

  2i7 

Cucum  bers  .................  3 

Tomatoes  .......  227 

Beans  . . . .  1 

Total 446 

TOTAL  MBER  OP  CITRUS  INSPECTIONS  SINCE  NOVEMBER  12*..  2,004 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OP  VEGETABLE  INSPECTIONS  SINCE  NOVEMBER  12....5.86S 
GRAND  TOTAL  OP  CARS  INSPECTED.^., ,  ......  7*&72 


Grapefruit . 18 
Oranges   17 


Total   35 


COMPARISON  OP  INSPECTIONS  BY  SECTIONS  POP  SEASON: 


Sanford 
Homestead 
Winter  Haven 
Clearwater 
Leesburg 


15k? 
123^ 

693 
22U 


Arcadia 
Ocala 
?t Imetto 
Hastings 


36 

19 
lUlU 


Port  Myers 
Orlando 
Okeechobee 
Wauchula 


5UU 

325 
Q6 

29 


6c.     WEEKLY  NEWS  LETTER  ISSUED  IN  GEORGIA: 


from  the  office  at  Macon. 


Robert  Eier  is  issuing  a  weekly  news  letter 
Ga.,  similar  to -  <he  one  published  during  the  season  in  Sjorida.    The  following 
paragraph  is  copied  from  the  first  number  (June  c)  of  this  weekly  letter! 

"To  date,  weather  cor dit ions  and  general  cultural  practices  of  growers 
have  been  favorable  to  the  production  cf  good  quality  peaches  throughout  the 
entire  section.    The  more  progressive  growers  have  thinned  their  crops,  ^but 
there  are  many  who  have  not  and  the  result  is  a  crop  that  in  all  probability 
-ill  run  to  small  sizes.    Various  factors  in  the  industry  are  vitally  interested 
in  culling  out  as  many  of  these  small  peaches  as  possible,  believing  that  the 
markets  are  going  to  discount  such  sizes  heavily. 

-During  the  coming  week,  Uneedas  will  roll  in  heavy  volume  'and  inspectors 
should  be  esoecially  careful  in  their  interpretation  of  maturity.    The  tempta-^ 
tion  of  the  grower  to  shin  green  or  immature  fruit  will  be  hard  to  resist.  Again 
the  variety  itself  has  to" be  watched  carefully  because  of  its  tendency  to  become 
soft  quickly  after  it  lies  reached  the  firm  stage, 

"A/ great  many  of  the  cars  inspected  the  pas:  ^eek  show  brown  rot,  running 
from  a  trace  to  Zfo.    This  combined  with  bruised  peaches,  those  showing  skin 
breaks,  and  those  which  are  wormy,  naturally  do  not  make  for  a  product  which 
will  carry  well  to  the  large  markets ."  I .(£. Loot ,  Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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HBC^PIDUUTIOF 

:~-  -  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Fruit  Inspections  .... 12$2 ! Inspections  for  Carriers   SlH 

TOTAL  O/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections  1559 {Declined  for  lack  of  time   lU2 

GRAND  TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C .L. Inspections  .  .  .2802  Total  Pees  Assessed.  .    .  $11513  .50** 

**  Total  fees  assessed  include.   $30.00  for  mixed  car  fees,  and  0IU7.CO  for 
certificates  issued  to  exporters  by  the  KqW  York  office  at  $1.00  each* 


Pi vision  Letter.  June  13.  1924, 


m 
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Symbols:  i 

LLL  PIC-UP.ES  TN  Th^SE  fiOT.TIMS  REPRESENTS  POUNDS, 

N-Navy 
M-Marine 
Corps 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Fruits  and  j      TOTAL        j     "Cuts"  made 
Vegetables  |    QUANTITY     1     to  comply 
REJECTED      j     INSPECTED  j     vdth  speci- 

!     fi cations 

I  terns 
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weieht 

STATIONS 
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N                  hi  hi                MiN  M 

N 

BOSTON 
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iso         U39217        i  317 
1  ! 

Oi              867S '  0 

0 

NEW  yoRic 
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iqggo6 
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NORFOLK 
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?171  R 

220773             1 769391 
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0 

u 
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■PHILADELPHIA 
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76b.!  :2027s 
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0 

SAN  DIEGO 

507058 
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28310  53536s 

12882!  627R2 
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Q 
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109865 

0 

I56MO 

0 

.125505 

0 
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0 

0 

c 

SAN  PEDRO 

653790 

0 

33155 

0 

0S6945 

0 
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0 

C 

VALLEJO 

166473 
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160 
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^qi7U 
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00 
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3523675 

33759*1 

198SC9 

1U618 

3722^8^         1  7287 

352212  kn 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  SHIPPING-  BOARD t 


NEW  YORK  5755S  2^1+5  6OCO3  '0  Ov.O 

...NORFOLK       '  US2U0  0000  UrpUO  '    -0  - :  ,.  ,0 

TOTALS  102798  2W)_  10^243  v __0  ^  "0.  p" 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  New  York  office  inspected  for  the  S^ 
Lines  30^636  lbs,  of  vegetables  and  127*352  lbs  of  fruit,  total-  429>Ugg,  of 
which  total  5,21g  lbs»  were  rejected,    ."for  the  Munson  Line  62,029  lbs.  of 
vegetables,  and  14.518  lbs,  of  fruit 3     total  76. 547  „ 

The  Norfolk  office  also  inspected  for  the  Navy,  bread,  fresh  snd  cured 
meats,  fish,  oysters,  clams,  and  ice  cream  to  the  amount  of  7522b  lbs,  of  which 
48  lbs,  were  rejected.     1,182  lbs,  were  also  inspected  for  the  "Marines  „  106,506 
lbs,  of  fruits  and  vegetables  were  for  Hampton  Roads  delivery. 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  12tSkB  lbs,  of  bread,  10,114  lbs, 
of  butter  and  1,947  lbsB  of  cheese  for  the  Navy- 

The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  35,591  lbs,  of  bread  for  the  Navy, 


  Division  .uetter,  June  11  r  lQ?i+g  

OFFICE  NOTES: 

CORRECTION:  Baltimore  was  erroneously  included  in  the  list  of  offices 
using  daylight  saving  tine,  which  was  published  in  The  Division  Letter  of  May 
2.     Standard  time  is  in  effect  in  Baltimore* 

W,  J,  Bertush  will  close  the  Charleston,  S    C,}  field  station  trane  1^ 
and  will  leave  June  l6  for  Washington,  when  his  services  will  be  utilized  in 
relisving  market  station  men  while  they  take       annual  leave. 

From  June  2p  to  July  11,  V,  G,  Gibson  will  he  on  leave*    R.  3,  Lumbard 
will  leave  Kansas  City  about  June  23,  relieving  Mr.  Gibson  in  St,,  ^ouis,  Aftei- 
the  close  of  the  Monett,  Mo»,  field  station,,  Ae  Ea  Prugh  will  proceed  to 
Kansas  City*    When  Mr,  Gibson  returns,  Mr«  Lombard  will  take  his  vacation  be- 
fore going  to  Kansas  City  again, 

J,  A%  Marks  arrived  at  Byron,  Ga.;  June  7,    This-  will  be  his  head- 
quarters for  the  present.    Harry  Duncan,  of  the  New  York  State  force,  who  has 
been  assisting  with  shipping-point  inspect  on  of  strawberries  in  Tennessee, 
drove  from  there  to  Georgia,  to  work  with  Mi    Markss  arriving  about  June  10, 

R.  C.  Lindstroau  of  St,  Louis,  will  proceed  to  Oklahoma  on  June  lU,  He 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  organization  a>f  inspection  work  in  that  State,  Potat< 
cucumbers,  pee.ches  and  cantaloupes  will  be  inspected, 

Br,  Lauritsen,  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry.,  who  has  been  giving 
special  attention  to  the  study  of  pathological  problems  incident  to  the  storag- 
of  vegetables,  expects  to  spend  a  few  days  in  eastern  markets  studying  the 
pathological  features  of  the  inspection  service  end  rendering  assistance  to 
our  inspectors  wherever  possible,, 

va  s 

Last  Tuesday,  F.  G,  Robb/in  Kansas  City;  in  St,  Louis  Wednesday  and 
Chicago  Thursday.    A  day»s    leave  was  spent  between  Chicago  and  Pittsburgh, 
and  on  Monday,  Mr,  Robb  returned  to  the  Washington  office* 

E.  D,  Mai li son  has  gone  to  Chicago-  where  he  will  assist  with  the  Marker. 
News  work, 

W,  E,  Lewis  is  on  leave  at  Providence,  E,  I,    Upon  his  return  to  Wash- 
ing-con, about  June  20,  he  plans  to  visit  prints  :n  Georgia  and  Florida  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  grading  of  watermelons, 

A  summary  of  the  NEW  YORK  LSTTuCE  DEAL,  SEASON  1923,  by  C.  L,  Brown,  hq 
been  issued  recently  from  the  Washington  office. 
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A  pith  helmet,  made  in  China,  was  recently  presented  to  R.  C  Butner  by 
shipping-point  inspectors  at  Coachella  Valley,  with  the  inscriptions    "To  our 
esteemed  friend  R .  C .  Butner,  from  the  Coachella  Onion  Specialists,  Season  cf 
1S2U."    An  artist  in  the  group  had  decorated  the  helmet  in  this  fashion,  accord 
ing  to  E.  P.  Lemott,  of  Chicago;  "A  thermometer  registering  130  degrees  extends 
from  the  brim  to  the  peak  of  the  hat.    Mr.  Butner  stands  beside  it  witn  a  pair 
o.f  field  glasses,  attempting  to  read  the  high  temperature.    The  route  from 
Los  Angeles  to  the  Mexican  border  is  then  pictured,  leading  through  the  grape 
country, the  orange  country,  and  the  desert  to  Imperial  Valley.    Mr.  Butner  is 
sketched  on  the  Mexican  side  smoking  a  ten-inch  Mexican  cigar.    The  hat  bears 
the  signature  of  each  Inspector  now  in  the  Valley." 

T.  R.  Hall  will  leave  Chicago  June  lU  for  Macon,  Ga.,  where  he  will 
assist  with  the  inspection  of  peaches. 


7c  .     FURTHER  INSTRUCTIONS  REGARDING-  EXPRESS   ,AR  INITIALS  . 

Article  3c  in  D.L.  21,  May  23,  has  been  misunderstood  by  some  inspectors. 
The  letter  "X"  should  not  be  added  to  initials  which  appear  on  any  car  unless 
it  is  found  on  the  car.    Distinction  should  also  be  made  between  cars  such  as 
Fruit  Growers  Express  (FGE)  and  regular  express  cars  such  as  are  moved  on 
passenger  trains.    In  the  case  of  true  express  cars,  the  statement  "Express 
refrigerator"  should  always  be  made  following  the  heading  KIND  OF  CAR.  When 
the  initials  of  a  railroad  appear  on  an  express  car  they  should  be  given  on  the 
certificate  in  exactly  the  form  in  which  they  appear  on  the  sides  or  ends  of  the 
car.    If  there  are  no  initials,  but  the  name  of  the  express  company  appears  on 
the  side  of  the  car,  initials  such  as  AREX  for  the  American  Railway  Express 
Company  should  be  used,  likewise  SEEX  for  the  Southeastern  Express  Company. 
Some  cars  of  the  American  Railway  Express  have  the  initials  ARE.    In  such 
cases  give  the  initials  in  exactly  the  form  in  which  they  appear  on  the  car. 

Sc.     CROPS  AND  MARKETS  FOR  JUNE  7. 

Page  357  -  Special  paragraph  on  peaches  in  weekly  review. 

359  -  Strawberry  Marketing  in  the  Ozarks,  -  by  A.  E.  Prugh- 

-  Western  Cantaloupe  Movement  Active,  -  by  C.  1S«  Schults. 

-  Kentucky  and  North  Tennessee  Strawberries,  -  by  G.  D.  Clark. 
362  -  New  field  stations  (filler) . 

26U  -  Express  rates  for  produce  (filler)* 
268  -  United  States  Expert  Trade  in  Frunes , 

9c     GRADES  FOR  GRAPES  . 

Grades  for  table  and  juice  grapes  are  being  mailed  to  inspectors  this 
week  from  the  Washington  office. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D .  C , 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER.  VOL .  5.  330.  25 
June  20,  I92H. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.     SOLDIER  BONUS.  IMPORTANT . 

All  offices  are  requested  to  advise  immediately,  marked  for  attention 
of  Mrs.  Nillst  the  names  and  addresses  of  employees  in  their  respective  offices 
who  are  entitled  to  the  soldier  bonus.    Traveling  field  men  should  speak  for 
themselves . 

2a.    PREPARATION  OF  EXPENSE  ACCOUNTS , 

In  order  to  assist  the  Accounting  Section  in  auditing  expense  vouchers, 
it  is  requested,  in  cases  "-here  subsistence  expense  is  paid  by  a  State  or  from 
local  funds,  that  a  statement  showing  the  exact  period  covered  by  such  payment 
be  incorporated  in  the  body  of  the  account. 

3a.    TRANSPORTATION  REQUESTS  VOID  AFTER  JUNE  ^0 . 

As  all  Transportation  Requests  issued  during  the  present  fiscal  year  wil 
become  void  on  June  30>  all  unused  Requests  should  be  returned  to  Washington 
promptly  after  that  date,  marked  for  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Mills.    New  Letters 
of  Authorization  and  Letters  of  Allotment,  authorizing  continuance  of  travel 
and  providing  for  station  expenses  at  market  s tat ions,  have  been  drawn,  effect- 
ive July  1.    Copies  of  these  Letters,  with  Transportation  Requests  for  use  afte 
June  30,  -Till  be  mailed  shortly. 

As  all  expenditures  during  a  fiscal  year  must  be  paid  from  funds  appro- 
priated by  Congress  for  that  year,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  all  accounts  be 
checked  up  carefully  immediatelj7"  after  June  30  and  vouchers  forwarded  without 
delay  to  cover  any  amounts  due. 

Ua.    FLORIDA  MELON  SHIPPERS  IN  DIFFICULTY. 

Georgia,  has  placed  a  quarantine  on  Florida  watermelons  packed  in  pine 
straw,  as  a  preventive  measure  against  the  spread  of  cattle  tick.    Melon  ship- 
ments of  this  character  are  not  at  present  permitted  to  pass  through  the  State 
of  Georgia.    Florida  shippers  doxibtless  will  be  obliged  to  use  other  kinds  of 
straw  or  to  load  their  melons  in  some  other  manner.    The  latest  wire  from  Mr. 
Scruggs,  at  Ocala,  advises  that  some  melons  are  being  loaded  on  imported  straw. 
Railroads  arc  receiving  cars  loaded  any  way,  subject  to  delays  in  Georgia. 
Some  shipments  are  going  via  River  Junction,  S.A.L.  By.,  through  Alabama.. 

5a-     FIELD  SALARIES  ^ILL  BE  ADJUSTED . 

^Tord  has  just  been  received  from  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budge 
that  all  Bureaus  of  the  Department  are  authorized  to  allocate  sufficient  funds 
from  the  regular  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  192U,  to 
cover  during  the  six  months  ending  December  31  such  additional  compensation 
(in  lieu  of  the  $2^40  bonus)  as  Congress  had  intended  before  adjournment,  A 
complete  memorandum  on  this  subject  will  be  incorporated  'i*  -the  next  issue  of 
the  B.A.E.  News.    Any  temporary  office  not  receiving  that  paper  will  be  furnish 
od  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  with  the  next  Division  Letter. 

(Page  2S1) 
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EVPJCET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb,     IIIPORTMT  HEWS  ABOUT  GEORGIA  PEA.CEES  , 

Peaches  went  forward  from  Georgia  about  as  estimated  "by  local  factors 
during  the  first  two  weeks,  although  the  number  of  carloads  of  fc&yf lowers  was 
higher  tlian  the  estimates.      The  Uneeda  movement  was  reduced,  mostly7  due  to 
very  heavy  culling  in  an  attempt  to  pack  the  fruit  in  accordance  with  U.  S, 
grade  Ho,  1  requirements. 

Full  details  for  handling  the  distribution  of  the  crop  had  not  been 
worked  out  when  Mr,  Stillwell  left  Georgia,  ■  Railroad  schedules  place  cars 
in  Potomac  Yards  and  Cincinnati  on  the  second  evening  after  they  are  shipped, 
and  diversions  for  such  cars  are  handled  by  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers1  Exchange 
about  6  P*1.I,  on  the  second  day. 

Last  we  eh  a  representative  of  the  Exchange  and  of  the  two  selling  agents 
of  the  Exchange,  i.e,,  Federated  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Growers  and  Gentile  Bros, 
Company,  met  rath  Mr,  Callanan  and  Mr,  Stillwell  and  distributed  unsold  cars 
due  to  arrive  in  Potomac  Yards  on  the  night  of  the  meeting.      It  was  contemplate! 
that  the  tentative  distribution  for  the  succeeding  day's  movement  also  would  be 
outlined,  in  order  to  form  a  basis  for  selling.      The  Exchange  is  handling  all 
diversions  for  the  only  large  factor  outside  of  its  own  organization,  namely, 
A,  J,  Evans  and  the  Standard  Growers1  Exchange,  operating  together,      Mr,  Evans 
has  agreed  to  cooperate  fully  in  any  plan  for  distribution  which  is  developed 
during  the  deal  and,  therefore,  cars  unsold  by  him  will  be  distributed  at  the 
same  time  as  unsold  cars  controlled  by  the  Excliange, 

Mr,  Stambaugh  has  been  sent  from  the  Washington  office  to  assist  Mr, 
Callanan,  as  the  additional  work  involved  because  of  our  assistance  in  distribu 
tion  is  quite  heavy.      It  will  take  most  of  Mr,  Callanants  time. 

Reports  are  being  watched  very  carefully,  and  the  cooperation  of  market 
reporters  in  showing  price  ranges  according  to  the  condition  and  size  of  the 
stock  has  helped  considerably  in  putting  across  the  program  of  the  Exchange  for 
a  better  pack  and  grade.      Supervising  inspectors  are  finding  the  market  news 
reports  of  considerable  value  in  carrying  on  their  work. 

It  was  expected  that  Carmans  would  begin  to  move  in  volume  the  middle  of 
this  week,  with  Hi  leys,  Georgia  Belles,  and  Slbertas  following  in  order  at  one- 
week  intervals.      The  heaviest  movement  will  be  between  June  25  and  July  25, 
when  from  S>,000  to  10,000  cars  may  be  shipped  to  market, 

2b>    IN  "CROPS  AND  ?.ARIlETSu  FOR  JULIE  lUi 

Page  37^  -  Special  paragraph  on  watermelons  in  weekly  review, 

375  -  Cucumbers  in  North  Carolina,  -  by  R,  E«  Shoemaker, 
~  North  Carolina  Snap  Beans,  -  by  R,  H,  Shoemaker, 

376  ~  Potatoes  in  Southern  California,  -  by  E,  A,.  Harris,  1^ 

-  Florida  Watermelons  Moving,  -  by  F,  E,  Scruggs, 
«-  Tomatoes  Active  in  Ocala  Section,  -  by  F,  II,  Scruggs, 

-  Lettuce  Returns  Low  in  North  Carolina,  -  by  R,  E,  Shoemaker, 
~  Cabbage  Season  Ended  in  Alabama,  -  by  J,  D,  Evers, 

-  Too  Many  Cucumbers,  -  by  J,  D,  Evers, 

350  -  Apples  from  Australia  for  summer  trade  in  U.S.  (filler) 

-  Exports  of  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  U,S,  (filler) 

351  -  Dewberry  Market  Season  Starting,  -  by  V,  D,  Callanan, 
3gl{.  m  Portuguese  East  Africa  to  Ship  Citrus  Fruits, 
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3"b.     LEASED  HIRE  TRAFFIC  MUST  BE  RESTRICTED., 

The  traffic  on  the  leased  wire^  is  so  heavy  that  steps  must  "be  taken  to 
prevent  the  transmission  of  market  reports  not  needed  "by  one  or  more  market  or 
field  stations.    Frequently  a  market  station  will  request  some  particular  re- 
port for  some  specific  purpose  and,  when  that  purpose  has  "been  served ; may  neg- 
lect to  advise  Mr.  Tnn  Eyck's  office  that  it  is  no  longer  needed.  Hereafter, 
all  market  stations  must  advise  Washington  immediately,  whenever  any  report 
they  have  requested  is  no  longer  needed.    If  such  report  is  then  needed  by  no 
other  office  on  that  particular  circuit,  it  will  he  discontinued.  Similarly, 
no  report  from  one  circuit  will  "be  sent  on  another  circuit  unless  there  is  a 
need  for  it.    If  this  practice  is  strictly  followed^  traffic  on  the  leased  wire 
will  "be  reduced  to  only  the  material  needed  and  will  he  maintained  on  that  "basi 

Hb.     GEORGIA  TOMATOES  DT  BALTIMORE. 

A  recent  letter  from  w.  E.  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  office,  tells  of 
the  receipt  of  a  car  of  Georgia  tomatoes  in  that  city: 

"First  carlot  shipment  of  Georgia  tomatoes  arrived  in  Baltimore  on 
Wednesday,  June  11.    The  stock  was  generally  mature  green,  but  of  excellent 
quality  and  condition.    Car  sold  at  $3-75  for  fancys  and  $2-75  for  choice; 
stock  was  mostly  fancy  count.    This  is  a  new  venture  in  Georgia.    The  seed  was 
furnished  by  a  Baltimore  firm  which  was  guaranteed  against  loss  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Adams  Comity,  Georgia." 

5b.    WEEKLY  REV IE"  USED  BY  A. P. 

The  Associated  Press  representative  in  Atlanta,  Ga-,  has  been  making 
good  use  of  the  Weekly  Review  of  fruit  and  vegetable  markets,  furnished  him  by 
Mr.  Curry.    The  review  is  given  the  A.  P.  man  as  soon  as  it  is  received  over 
the  leased  wire.    Excerpts  are  made,  relating  to  products  shipped  from  the 
Southeast,  and  these  passages  are  released  in  the  form  of  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Curry.    This  gives  the  information  an  official  stamp  and  also  adds  to  its  local 
interest.    As  published  in  the  "Savannah  Morning  Hews*"  for  example,  the  A.P, 
story  covers  more  than  S  inches  of  space,  including  large-type  headlines. 

6b.     BRAWLEY  HOTEL  BURKED  DOUN. 

The  Dunlack- Hotel,  in  which  our  Brawl ey  field  station  was  located,  was 
burned  down  last  Tuesday  night.    The  Government  records  and  equipment  were  save  J 
and  there  was  but  slight  damage  to  the  mimeograph  supplies.    Mr.  Schultz  and 
Mr.  Prince  immediately  transferred  their  headquarters  to  the  Barbara  Worth  Hotel 
at  El  Centro,  and  will  continue  issuing  market  reports  on  cantaloupes  from  that 
point. 

7b.    REVISIT  OF  THE  192  V2H  CARROT  SEASO.QI_MUpRjL. 

Just  before  resigning  from  the  Hew  York  City  market  news  work5  C.  L. 
Brown  issued  a  two-page  summary  of  the  carrot  season.     S.  W,  Russell's  name 
appears  as  co-author  of  this  report,    Weekly  carlot  arrivals,  condition  of  the 
market,  and  jobbing  prices  on  Hew  York  stock,  as  well  as  Texas  and  Mississippi 
carrots,  are  given  by  weeks  for  the  period  Sept.  1,  1923  to  June  7»  The 
reverse  side  of  the  sheet  carries  an  excellent  graph,  showing  the  trend  of 
prices  this  season  and  the  preceding  season. 

E.  W.  STILLYvELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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STATIONS 

i.iaii 
List 

O  -L 

In 

Char  re 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

rro oaoiy 
".'ill  Close 

RALEIGH*  N.  C.  ** 

805 

J. 

D. 

Evers 

Berries* 

May  ^ 

May  28* 

jxc  -tij^i.            tuxai  .D-LUg. 

Lettuce* 

May  20 

Tt  Tno    O  SIC 

S .  Beans 

June  2 

June  ci 

Potatoes 

June  6 

June  25 

DenberriesJune  9 

June  30 

Cucumbers 

June  12 

u  LU.1C 

EL  CE1JTR0,  CALIF, 

SOS 

c. 

E . 

Schultz 

Cants . 

May  23 

July  12 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

Or. 

E . 

Prince 

OCALA.  FLA  ** 

-n 

TT 

ii. 

Scruggs 

Tomatoes 

May  27 

june  co 

Post  Office  Bl&g. 

Cucumber s*May  29 

June  12* 

T7-melons 

June  6 

June  28 

MACON,  GA,** 

V. 

D. 

Callanan 

Peaches 

June  2 

My  25 

Hotel  Macon 

CRYSTAL  SPRIiTGS ,  MISS . 

809 

Or. 

D. 

Clark 

Carrots* 

May  31 

June  7* 

"ft!  1  lie  TTrMicn 

Cabbage* 

iviay  31 

j  une  ; 

Tomatoes 

June  h 

June  30 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.C. 

810 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

June  6 

June  28 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 

811 

H. 

liosier 

Tomatoes 

June  10 

July  5 

First  Natl.  Bank  Bl&g. 

The  following  stations  •probably  rill  o"oen  on  dates  indicated: 


PHOENIX,  ARIZ. 

S15 

G.  E.  Prince 

Cants . 

July  1 

July  25 

kearhey.  mebr. 

9^0 

Unas signed 

Potatoes 

July  IS 

Aue.  Z\ 

The  following:  stations  closed  on  dates  indicated: 

CHARLESTON!,  S.  C,** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

S58 

i7.  J .  Bertush 

.Cabbage 
Potatoes 

May  l 
May  2  b 

Closed 
May  2h 
June  lU 

MOBILE,  ALA.** 
Custom  House 

92U 

J.  D.  Evers 

Cabbage 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Apr.  3° 
May  12 

fey  17 

June  5 
June  18 
June  7 

KOICETT,  MO. 

1st  Natl .  Bank  Bids?. 

857 

A.  E .  Prugh 

Berries 

May  19 

June  lU 

*Report  discontinued.    **  State  Department  cooperating. 


Temporary  Assignments; 
R.  M.  Peterson  -  on  Florida  inspection  irork.    A.E.  Prugh  -  in  Kansas  City  offic 


R.  H..  Shoemaker  -  in  Nen  Yolk:  office. 


TT.J.  Bertush). 


R.  H.  Lamb  ) 


in  7'ashington  office 
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lc .     CHANGE  IN  SUBSISTENCE  ALLOWANCE . 

On  account  of  certain  inequalities  which  have  existed  during  the  past 
year  in  the  payment  of  subsistence  expenses  for  field  employees,  some  having 
been  paid  by  States  on  the  basis  of  actual  expenses  while  others  received  per 
diem  from  the  Federal  Department,  it  has  been  decided  that  racst  of  the  letters 
issued  for  the  coming  year  to  field  supervisors  and  inspectors  engaged  on 
shipping-point  work  will  be  on  the  "basis  of  actual  expenses.    This  will  place 
those  whose  expenses  are  paid  "by  the  Federal  Department  and  those  paid  by  the 
State  on  the  same  basis. 

2c .    SPRING  FREEZE  IN    MONTANA;  OTHER  FRUIT  NEWS  . 

In  a  letter  of  June  lU,  L.  G.  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Idaho, 
advised:  "v.e  have  just  received  news  from  Mr.  Shovell,  in  Montana,  that  they 
had  a  se^cro  3  freeze  on  June  6  that  destroyed  fully  SO/b  of  the  apple  crop  in 
the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  as  well  as  the  sour  cherries,  strawberries  and  other 
small  fruits.    This  is  indeed  a  blow  to  them,  after  two  years  of  hail. 

"In  the  Lewiston  section  of  Idaho,  just  prior  to  picking  time,  they  had 
a  rain  that  practically  ruined  the  sweet  cherry  crop  by  causing  the  fruit  to 
split .    There  will  not  "be  more  than  8  cars  of  this  crop  shipped  from  the  entire 
district.    V.ith  the  exception  of  the  soft  fruits  from  along  the  river,  there 
will  be  practically  nothing  more  to  move  from  that  territory  until  the 
Jonathans  come  on,  although  there  may  be  some  early  potatoes  "before  that  time." 

3c.    LETTUCE  SITUATION  IN  IDAHO. 

L.  Or.  Schultz,  writing  from  Boise,  Idaho,  under  date  of  June  lU,  says 
that  the  lettuce -packing  houses  in  the  Lewiston  district  have  closed  down  for 
the  season  after  shipping  only  10  cars,  most  of  which  was  of  only  ordinary 
quality.    This  was  a  keen  disappointment,  especially  when  it  is  realized  that, 
with  good  growing  weather,  they  would  have  shipped  between  200  and  300  cars 
this  spring.    The  remainder  of  Mr.  Schultz'    letter  is  quoted  below,  including 
a  closing  paragraph  on  early  potatoes :- 

"The  only  activity  in  this  valley  at  the  present  time  is  the  shipping 
of  a  few  cars  of  lettuce,  the  quality  of  which  is  but  fair.    A  large  number  of 
lots  are  usually  placed  in  the  same  car,  as  there  are  no  individual  growers 
with  sufficient  tonnage  to  fill  a  car  alone  at  one  cutting.    This  makes  a  car 
of  very  irregular  lettuce,  for  no  two  patches  are  of  the  same  condition  or 
quality  this  season.    No  attempt  is  being  made  to  pack  out  the  various  grades 
separately,  but  all  are  mixed  in  the  same  crate  and  all  that  is  given  on  the 
certificate  in  the  way  of  a  grade  statement  is  the  percentage  of  each  grade 
in  the  car.    The  approximate  average  for  the  entire  car  is  given  instead  of  for 
each  individual  lot,  as  this  would  be  impossible  since  the  lots  are  so  mixed 
up,  being  packed  into  the  car  in  the  order  they  are  received  at  the  warehouse. 
It  was  decided  to  allow  this  for  the  spring  lettuce,  since  it  was  so  very 
irregular  and  there  would  be  no  gre^  amount  of  it  shipped, 

"The  early  potato  crop  is  looking  fine  and,  from  all  indications,  will 
start  in  a  small  way  about  July  10  to  12.    There  will  be  no  heavy  movement  unti 
about  the  25th,  but  it  is  expected  that  early  digging  will  be  the  rule  on 
account  of  the  shortage  of  water  which  looks  more  serious  each  day." 
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Uc .     CALIFORNIA  INSPECTION  SERVICE . 

Recent  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  federal-State  inspection 
service  in  California  include  the  following:    E.  J.  Powell,  formerly  Super- 
vising Inspector  of  the  Northern  California  District,  has  been  made  Assistant 
State  Supervisor.    Under  Mr.  Allewelt *s  direction,  Mr-  Powell  will  spend  most 
of  his  time  in  the  field,  to  secure  greater  efficiency  and  uniformity  in  the 
handling  of  the  various  shipping-point  deals  in  that  State.    H .  W*  Peterson, 
who  had  been  stationed  in  Los  Angeles,  has  been  promoted  to  fill  the  position 
formerly  held  by  Mr.  Powell.    Mr.  Peterson's  headquarters  now  are  in 
Sacramento.    H.  P.  Larson  remains  in  Los  Angeles  as  Supervising  Inspector  for 
Southern  California,  and  C.  H-  Beasley,  Supervising  Inspector  of  Apple 
Standardization,  continues  his  headquarters  at  Watsonville,  with  supervision 
of  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  the  Coast  District. 

Location  of  other  California  inspectors  (so  far  as  known  in  the 
Washington  office)  is  given  on  the  supplementary  list  attached  to  this  Division 
Letter.    Last  season,  more  than  100  local  inspectors  worked  under  the  direction 
of  these  supervisors .    During  the  coming  grape  season,  it  is  planned  to  establish 
temporary  offices  at  Fresno,  Lodi,  Modesto,  Santa  Rosa,  Napa,  San  Jose,  Dinuba, 
Hanford,  Merced,  Visalia,  Ontario,  Madera  and  Delano. 

Inspection  service  in  California  ?;as  organized  in  July,  1920.    The  first 
year  6,000  cars  were  inspected;  the  second  year  13,000,  and  the  third  season 
IS, 000  cars.    Total  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  ending  June  30,  is  expected  to 
exceed  H6.000  cars,  or  about  9,000  more  than  during  the  three  previous  years 
combined.    The  coming  season  doubtless  will  show  further  increases, 

5c .     PROPOSED  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  DEALS . 

In  the  near  future,  it  is  expected  that  shipping-point  inspection  work 
will  be  started  in  the  following  districts:  central  Tennessee  apples,  with  R.H. 
von  Glahn  in  charge,  at  Franklin,  Tenn.;  Kaw  Valley  potatoes,  with  3\H.  Hoover 
in  charge  at.  Topeka,  Kans.;  Delaware  apples;  Arizona  cantaloupes;  and  Arkansas 
peaches  from  the  Burt  Johnson  orchards.    Mr.  von  Glahn  had  been  assisting  W.V« 
Stephens  with  inspections  in  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Hoover,  who  has  beer,  help- 
ing with  tomato  inspections  at  Crystal  Springs,  will  leave  Mississippi  for  Tcpe%$ 
Kans.,  early  next  week.    Straight  Federal  certificates  will  be  issued  on  Kaw 
Valley  potatoes, 

6c.     VARIOUS  INSPECTION  DEALS  CLOSED. 

The  Mississippi  tomato  deal  passed  its  peak  the  early  part  of  this  week* 
and  inspection  work  around  Crystal  Springs  probably  will  be  discontinued  this 
Saturday  or  the  first  part  of  next  week,  depending  on  weather  and'  market  con- 
ditions,   J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr.,  who  has  been  supervising  inspections  at  Fayette, 
Miss.,  will  be  transferred  by  Monday  to  the  peach  inspection  work  in  |Georgia. 

R.  Hi  Peterson  is  the  only  Federal  supervisor  remaining  in  Florida,  Mr. 
Rupert,  who  was  inspecting  pineapples    on  the  East  Coast  and  Messrs.  Behnke, 
DeHaven  and  Shaffer,  who  were  located  at  Palmetto,  have  all  gone  to  Georgia  on 
the  peach  deal.    F.  E.  Hooper,  who  was  working  on  potatoes  and  other  vegetables 
around  Savannah,  also  is  assisting  with  peach  inspections  at  present.    0.  G» 
Strauss  completed  his  inspection  work  in  the  Mobile  district,  and  is  now  helping 
E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  with  standardization  work  in  the  Georgia  peach  belt,  H7.V, 
Stephens  finished  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  has  now  gone  to  Macon,  Ga.,  to  as- 
sist in  the  training  of  new  inspectors.    A  complete  list  of  latest  addresses  of 
shipping-point  inspectors  is  attached  to  this  Division  Letter. 
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7c.  REQUESTS  BY  SHIPPING-POINT  SUPERVISORS  FOR  RECEIVING-POINT  INSPECTIONS^ 

The  attention  of  all  shipping-point  supervisors  is  called  to  Par,  4c  in 
the  division  Letter  for  Nov.  S,~1923,  in  which  we  asked  that  definite  distinc- 
tion he  made  "between  requests  for  inspection  for  the  information  of  the  super- 
visor and  requests  for  re. inspect  ion  which  really  corne  from  the  shipper. 

Our  receiving-point  inspectors  have  not  always  "been  advised  the  purpose 
of  such  requests.    Please  make  it  plain  in  your  wire  whether  you  are  request^ 
ing  the  rcinspection  for  the  shipper,  who  will  he  hilled  for  the  charges,  ^  if 
any,  or  for  your  own  information.     In  the  latter  case  the  report  will  he  issue' 
in  an  informal!  manner  and  the  regular  certificate  will  not  he  used.  Regular 
reinspectiorEsrequested  hy  applicants  will,  of  course,  ho  issued  on  the  usual 
certificate  form, 

2 c .     CORRECTION  OF  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  TOTALS. 

In  the  Division  Letter  for  May  2,  Par.  kcf  total  shipping-point  in- 
spections hy  States  were  given  for  the  period  July  1,  1923  to  March  31,  I92H. 
The  Oregon  total  was  in  error.    Instead  of  118,  as  originally  reported,  Oregon 
should  have  been  credited  with  3,952  inspections.    This  is  an  increase  of  3»g3'' 
and  will  make  the  total  cooperative  inspections  in  the  2k  States  102,809,  in- 
stead of  98,975.    The  grand  total  in  28  States  included  in  the  original  report 
is  now  10^,719,  instead  of  100,885.    It  may  he  advisahle  to  make  all  these 
corrections  in  your  copy  of  the  D.L.  for  May  2. 

The  following  items  are  from  Shipping-Point  Inspectors'  Letter  No.  2, 
which  is  issued  for  inspectors  in  the  States  of  Washington  and  Oregon; 

9 c .    PUGET  SOUND  LETTUCE  BEING  INSPECTED^ 

Each  season  finds  the  joint  Federal-State  inspection  service  requested 
in  new  localities.    Among  the  new  fields  entered  this  season  is  the  Puget  Sound 
section  of  Washington,  where  prohahly  200  to  300  cars  of  head  lettuce  will  be 
certified  in  King  and  Pierce  Counties.    On  Memorial  Day  the  first  car  of  lotto 
to  carry  a  Federal  certificate  from  western  Washington  rolled  from  Sumner.  Ib: 
car  only  partly  met  the  requirements  of  U.S    No.  1,  one  grower's  lot  being  bad- 
ly infested  with  slugs  which  fed  on  the  margins  of  the  inner  wrapper  leaves  an; 
started  the  development  of  slimy  soft  rot.    Even  careful  trimming  and  grading 
did  not  eliminate  .all  of  the  affected  heads;  so  thatlot  fell  below  grade. 

10c.     CHERRY  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  DALLES  SECTION... 

On  June  6,  ■  a  certificate  was  issued  on  the  first  of  50  to  100  cars  of 
cherries  to  be  certified  at  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  this  season.    The  Dalles  Coop- 
erative Growers  have  requested  inspection  on  all  of  their  shipments,  and  it  is 
probable-  that  other  factors  will  request  inspection  of  cherries.    Later  in  the 
season,  the  Growers  wish  certification  of  approximately  100  cars  of  water- 
melons and  about  25  cars  of  miscellaneous  soft  fruits.    Aside  from  a  few  cars 
of  apples  certified  last  season  by  County  Fruit  Inspector  Kockon,  of  Hood  Hive 
The  Dalles  section  is  practically  a  new  field  for  the  shipping-point  service. 

The  commercial  cherry  crop  of  The  Dalles  this  season  will  be  about  IOC 
cars,  of  which  approximately  Gofo  are  Royal  Anne  (Napoleon),  20$  Bing,  and  20$ 
Lambert . 
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11c.     RASPBERRIES  TO  3B  INSPECTED  IIJ  PUYALLU?  VALLEY. 

About  June  20,   the  inspection  and  certification  of  raspberries  Trill  "be- 
gin at  Puyallup  and  Sunner.    These  points  are  in  the  Puyallup  Valley,  which  is 
famous  for  the  quality  of  cane  fruits  produced  there.    Probably  there  is  no  crc 
certified  by  the  Federal-State  service  -hich  is  more  perishable  than  raspberrit 
It  is  the  practice  in  the  Puyallup  Valley  to  grade  the  berries  both  on  the 
basis  of  quality  and  condition.    All  of  the  poorer-quality  stock,  as  -.-ell  as  th 
overripe  stock,  is  diverted  to  the  cannery,  while  the  good-quality  firm  stock 

is  segregated  into  various  lots  according  to  the  possibility  of  shipping  it  to 
nearby  markets,  such  as  Seattle  and  Portland;  to  intermediate  markets,  such  as 
Spokane  and  Montana  points;  or  to  distant  markets  such  as  Minneapolis  and  Chi- 
cago.    In  passing  judgment  onthese  various  phases  of  quality  and  condition,  our 
inspector  trill  have  a  task  requiring  the  utmost  diligence. 

Various  authorities  estimate  the  Puyallup  Valley  crop  at  ^>Ofo  to  9°/=>  of 
normal;  so  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  make  any  estimate  of  the  number  of  cars  to 
be  certified.    The  April  freeze  injured  the  young  bearing  canes,  which  will  re- 
duce the  tonnage  and  will  also  result  in  some  quantity  of  poor-quality  berries, 
suitable  only  for  cannery  or  jam  stock. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  formulate  grades  for  fresh  raspberries  and 
blackberries,  which  will,  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  factors  in  the  Puyallup 
Valley  and  Trill  also  be  practical  as  a  basis  for  certification.    The  grading  of 
berries  is  well  understood  in  the  Valley  and  the  methods  used  have  been  very 
successful  in  the  past;  the  difficulty  is  encountered  -.Then  an  attempt  is  made  to 
describe  the  recognized  methods  on  paper,  in  the  form  of  grade  rules  and  regu- 
lations ♦ 

12c,    PRECOOLIHG  SYSTEMS  EXTENSIVE  117  SOUTHWEST. 

A  steadily  increasing  interest  is  noted  in  the  precooling  of  early  fruits 
and  vegetables  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.    The  lettuce  crop  of  the  Puget  Sound 
Vegetable  Growers'  Association  at  Sumner  is  being  precooled  this  year  before 
packing.    The  Dalles  Cooperative  Growers'  Association  at  The  Dalles,  Oregon, 
has  made  extensive  improvements  in  the  refrigerating  equipment  of  the  Associa- 
tion warehouse,  and  plans  to  load  precooled  cherries  and  other  soft  fruits  with- 
out any  contact  with  the  outside  air  betveen  the  cooling  room  and  the  iced  car- 
The  Association  also  has  installed  an  air  circulating  system  in  the  precooling 
rooms,  which  is  said  to  be  the  first  of  its  type  in  the  Uorthwest, 

13c.     GRADES  FOR  CAMERY  PEARS . 

Fletcher  T.  Fish,   Inspector-in-Charge  at  Medford,  Oregon  is  drafting 
cannery  grades  for  Bartlett  pears,  for  use  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley  the  comin 
season.    The  grades  -rill  be  useful  in  certifying  shipments  to  canneries  at  San 
Francisco  and  other  California  points. 

lUc.     CERTIFICATION  REQUESTED  OH  OREGOr  RASPBERRIES.  * 
The  Berry  Grorjers'  Packing  Company,  of  Gresham,  Oregon,  recently  request- 
ed Federal  certification  of  its  red  raspberry  shipments,  -rhich  will  start 
moving  about  June  25. 


F,  G.  R0B3, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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QEEICS  jOggS; 

Mr,  Eobb  was  in  Eochester  last  Tuesday,  conferring  with  New  York  apple 
growers  and  State  officials  regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  grades  for 
barreled  apples  and  looking  into  the  possibility  of  shipping-point  inspection 
work  on  this  fruit,     S.  D.  Van  Bur  en,  Assistant  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  New  York  Dept.  of  Farms  and  Markets,  as  a  leading  factor  in 
the  conference  was  seeking  inf ormation  as  to  the  desirability  of  changing  the 
interpretation  of  the  State  law  to  require  more  color  in  standard  A  grade „ 
A  decision  in  the  matter  will  he  announced  in  the  near  future, 

Mr.  Stillwell  returned  to  his  desk  on  Monday  morning,  after  a  tliree- 
weeks*  trip  to  southern  field  stations  of  the  Market  Hews'  Service,  particularly. 
Macon,  Ga,     A  complete  report  of  the  Georgia  peach  situation  is  published  on 
another  page  of  this  D.L, 

Mr.  Samson  left  on  Wednesday  morning  for  a  short  trip  to  Georgia,  Toda 
he  is  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southeast  Peanut  Association,  at 
Atlanta,  prepared  to  answer  any  questions  that  may  arise  concerning  the  Federal 
grades  for  peanuts.     Before  returning  to  Washington,  Mr,  Samson  also  will 
confer  with  Mr,  Conklin,  at  Ikcon,  regarding  the  standardization  work  on  peache 
He  may  visit  several  peach  shipping-points  on  this  trip. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  Thursday  was  Clarence  E, 
His,  Supt,  of  Transportation  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  at  Norfolk,  Va.  The 
S.A.L,  consolidated  reports  of  shipments  are  rendered  from  Mr,  Hix1  office,  and 
a  reciprocal  arrangement  was  made  whereby  he  will  be  furnished  from  Washington 
a  brief  daily  report  on  the  peach  markets  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Chicago. 

Having  finished  onion  inspections  at  Asherton,  Texas,  on  June  7j  c»  D, 
Shirley  took  a  short  period  of  leave  in  San  Antonio.      It  has  been  decided  to 
close  the  San  Antonio  office  for  the  summer,  and  Mr,  Shirley  will  proceed  at 
once  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  assist  with  terminal  inspection  work,     E.  J. 
Maynard,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  expects  to  begin  his  annual  leave  next  week, 
so  that  Mr.  Shirley's  services  will  be  needed  as  a  substitute. 

Since  closing  the  Charleston,  S.C,,  field  station  last  Saturday,  W.J . 
Bertush  has  reported  for  temporary  duty  in  the  Washington  office  of  the  News 
Service.     R.  H.  Lamb,  now  in  charge  of  the  market  reporting  work  at  Raleigh, 
I.C.,  also  will  come  to  Washington  in  a  few  days,      J,  D,  Evers>  who  recently" 
issued  reports  at  Mobile,  Ala,,  has  proceeded  to  Raleigh,  to  relieve  Mr,  Lamb. 

E.  E,  McKune,  Supervising  Inspector  for  Colorado,  has  gone  from  Denver 
to  California,  where  he  will  make  a  two  or  three  weeks'  study  of  cantaloupe 
standardization  and  inspection,  preparatory  to  the  inauguration  of  a  cantaloup! 
inspection  service  in  his  own  State.      While  in  California,  Mr,  McKune  also 
will  look  into  the  grading  and  inspection  of.  Iceberg  lettuce. 
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OFEICE  NOTES:  (CONTINUED) 

H.  A.  Spilman,  of  the  Washington  staff,  has  no:?  reached  Los  Angeles  on 
his  western  trip  in  the  interest  of  package  standardization. 

Having  been  granted  a  three-months1  furlough,  Mrs.  Mildred  Story  Colby, 
of  the  Minneapolis  office,  rill  spend  this  time  at  Colfax,  in  Placer  County, 
California. 

Miss  Edna  Walker,  assistant  to  Mr.  Patton  in  Washington,  is  on  a  nonth' 
leave  of  absence,  during  which  she  rill  make  a  tour  of  the  country  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  return. 

Since  the  withdrawal  of  D.  S.  Dilts  from  the  Her  Jersey  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets, Kenneth  Hankinson  has  been  appointed  to  Mr.  Dilts'  position  and  will  be 
the  State's  representative  in  the  supervision  of  future  inspections  at  ship- 
ping points  in  New  Jersey. 

Shipping-Point  Inspectors'  Letter  Ho.  2  was  issued  by  F.  E .  Bailey,  of 
the  Spokane  office,  on  June  12.     It  comprises  six  pages  of  interesting  materia 
In  addition  to  the  usual  hews  items,  this  Letter  closes  with  the  first  install 
ment  of  "Who's  Who  in  the  Horthwestern  Inspection  Service."    This  is  a  series 
of  short  biographical  sketches  to  help  all  the  men  in  becoming  better  acquaint 
ed  rith  each  other. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE:-  If  you  are  one  of  the  out side-of -Washington  employees 
who  has  not  yet  returned  the  yellow-sheet  questionnaire  regarding  our  Division 
Letter,  please  submit  it  promptly.    The  large  number  of  replies  already  re- 
ceived have  furnished  many  interesting  and  useful  suggestions.    At  an  early 
date,  there  rill  be  prepared  a,  summary  of  all  answers,  rithout  authors'  names- 

Shipping-point  inspectors,  who  move  quickly  from  one  point  to  another, 
should  advise  Washington  at  once  if  they  have  not  received  the  D.  L.  regularly 
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(subject  to  change) 

FLQP.IDA:  R.  M.  Peterson,  Ocala,  Fla.  6/20/2H. 

GEORGIA;  R0bt.  Bier,  310  Hotel  Macon,  Macon,  Ga. 

C.  H.  Behnkc,  Box  66,  Fort  Valley,  Ga. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  310  Hotel  i!accn,  Macon,  Ga. 
G.  A.  DeHaven,  Box  6,  Montezuma,  Ga. 

T.  R,  Hall,  Box  68,  Fort  Valley,  Ga. 

F.  E.  Hooper,  Box  6,  Reynolds,  Ga. 

J.  W,  Howard,  3^0  Hotel  Macon,  Macon,  Ga- 
J.  A.  Harks,  Byron,  Ga.* 

A.  S.  Mason,  Monticello,  Ga. 
P.  D.  Rupert,  Thomas  ton,  Ga.. 

B.  E.  Shaffer,  Box  391,  Marshallville,  Ga. 
T7.  V,  Stephens,  3^0  Hotel  Macon,  ilacon,  Ga. 
0.  G.  Strauss,  3^0  Hotel  Macon,  Macon,  Ga. 

J.  C.  To^nsend,  Jr.,  ^10  Hotel  Macon,  Macon,  Ga. 

NORTH  CAROLINA: . .A,  E.  Mercker,  312  Agricultural  Bldg.,  Raleigh,  N.C, 

VIRGINIA:  F.  E.  Parsons,  201  Southern  Produce  Bldg  ,  Norfolk,  Va. 

MISSISSIPPI:  F.  S.  Kinsey,  Crystal  Springs,  Miss, 

0.  N,  Harsha,  Crystal  Springs,  Miss, 

L.  G,  Peirce,  Hazl^hurst,  Miss. 

G.  W.  Winfrey,  Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

SPHSSEEy,  R,  h,  von  Glahn,  Franklin,  Tenn. 

KANSAS:  . . . . . ,J.  H.  Hoover,  Topeka,  Kans . 

OKLAHOMA: ....... .R.  C.  Lindstrom,  c/o  State  Market  Commission,  Okla.City. 

TEXAS: . ,  ..H.  T.  Longino,  Jacksonville,  Texas. 

COLORADO;  ,,,E,  F.  McKune,  329  Capitol  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 

L.  C.  Archer,  329  Capitol  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 
P.  A.  Cauble,  329  Capitol  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 

G.  F.  Dyer,  Delta,  Colo. 
F.  A.  Powell,  Eagle,  Colo. 

CALIFORNIA:-  T7.  F,  Alle^olt,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

A.  D.  Atterbury,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

C.  H.  Beasley,  c/o  State  Dept. of  Agr.,  ttatsonvillc, Calif . 

F.  C.  Cad^allader,  2S5  VTholesale  Terminal,  Los  Angeles, Calif, 

H.  F.  Larson,  2S5  TTholesalc  Terminal,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
C.  E.  Linrood,  Room  X,  Ferry  Bldg.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
K.  R.  Nutting,  c/o  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sevastopol,  Calif. 
H.  H7.  Peterson,  State  De^ot.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

E.  J.  Powell,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif, 
S.  S.  Rogers,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 
N.  D.  Sanborn,  El  Ccntro,  Calif. 

^SHINGTON:  F.  E.  Bailey,  423  Federal  Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash, 

T7.  L.  Close,  Court  House,  Yakima,  Ivash. 

IDAHO;  L.  G.  Schultz,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Boise,  Idaho. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTICENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C, 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday* 

DIVISION  LETTER ,  VOL.  5,  NO ;  26 
June  27,  192U. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la .     INDEX  TO  VOLU.  E  k  OF  DIVISION  LETTER . 

With  this  D.L.  there  is  being  sent  to  each  technical  employee  a  copy 
of  the  complete  index  to  Volume  k,  which  is  last  year's  volume  of  the  D.L. 
Each  office  or  individual  that  has  a  file  of  the  Letters  for  1923  should  keep 
this  index  with  the  file,  for  convenient  reference.    It  is  the  key  to  a  vast 
fund  of  valuable  information.    In  an  index  so  comprehensive  as  this,  it  is 
difficult  to  avoid  errors,.    All  offices,  therefore,  are  asked  to  report  to 
Washington- immediately,  if  any  errors  are  discovered  in  page  numbers  or  other 
data. 


2a.     VALUABLE  REVIEW  OF  APPLE  SEASON. 

On  pages  200  and  201  of  the  June  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  Uarkets" 
will  be  found  a  valuable  summary  of  the  1923-2U  apple  season  to  the  end  of 
Kay.    Tables  in  this  article  cover  production,  cold-storage  holdings,  carlot 
shipments  and  jobbing  prices.    The  summary  is  worthy  of  duplication  in  mimeo- 
graphed form  by  branch  offices  in  apple  districts,  and  by  field  stations  that 
may  be  opened  in  apple-shipping  sections.    The  text  can  be  mimeographed 
separately,  or  can  be  accompanied  by  the  tables. 

If  this  naterial  is  duplicated  by  any  office,  two  things  should  be 
kept  in  mind:  (1)  The  summary  includes  shipments,  prices  and  storage  holdings 
only  through  liay .   -Total  shipments  for  the  season,  for  example,  doubtless  will 
reach  the  lUo.OOO-cer  mark,  or  5,000  more  than  shown  in  the  summary.     (2)  Ship- 
ments are  given,  as  usual,  on  the  basis  of  cars .    But  Mr.  Pailthorp  has  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  western  carload  is  much  larger  than  the  eastern 
load,  and  therefore  many  more  western  apples  were  shipped  than  eastern,  al- 
though the  shipment  totals  would  indicate  just  the  reverse .    In  using  this 
summary,  it  would  be  advisable  to  star  the  eastern  shipments  and  insert  a  foot- 
note: "Cars  averaging  175  barrels  or  525  bushels  each."    The  western  shipments 
should  be  double-starred,  with  the  footnote:  "Cars  averaging  about  750  bushel 
boxes."    Or  a  detailed  explanation  can  be  given  to  this  effect:  "Figuring  175 
barrels  or  525  bushels  to  each  car  of  eastern  apples,  the  72,lU6  cars  for  the 
1923-2U  season  would  be  equal  to  37,876,650  bushels.    Figuring  about  750  bushel 
boxes  to  each  car  of  western  apples,  the  62, SOS  cars  from  the  West  would  be 
equal  to  hf , 106,000  bushels.    Therefore,  instead  of  the  East  having  shipped 
more  apples  than  the  West,  as  the  carlot  figures  would  indicate,  there  were 
about  9,000,000  more  bushels  of  apples  shipped  from  western  States  than  from 
eastern  States  ." 

3a.     IN  "  CROPS  AND  I/ARKETS"  FOR  JUNE  21: 

Page  3S9  -  ;/,ore  Than  100,000  Inspections,  -  at  shipping  points, 

390  -  Special  paragraph  on  tomatoes  in  weekly  review . 

391  -  Potato  Ivlarket  Declines  in  South  Carolina,  -  by  W.  J.  Bertush. 

392  -  Bad  Season  for  Late  Onions.  (Review  of  the  1923-2M-  season.) 
-  Big  Business  of  Citrus  Exchange. 

395  -  Exports  of  potatoes  to  Cuba,  (filler) 
397  -  Inspection  Service  in  California, 

(Page  291) 
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|     MARKET  NETS  SERVICE  [" 

lb .    POSSIBLE  SAVING  ON  TOTOG-RAPH  IKK  ■ 

Recent  tests  in  our  Washington  office  and  in  several  branch  offices 
have  shown  very  satisfactory  results  from  the  use  of  Halco  Special  Mimeograph 
Ink.    This  ink  can  be  obtained  at  a  cost  of  only  90^  Per  pound,  as  compared 
with  $1.50  Per  pound %f or  A.  B  .  Dick  Company's  No.  7&7  ink.    The  substitution 
of  Halco  Special  Ink  will  mean  a  considerable  saving  in  expense.    We  are, 
therefore,  sending  small  quantities  of  this  ink  to  several  of  our  market  and 
field  offices  for  trial.    It  is  requested  that  a  careful  comparison  be  made 
between  the  two  inks,  and  that  you  advise  this  office  as  soon  as  possible  con- 
cerning the  results  obtained. 

2b .     SPECIAL  WATERMELON  REPORTS .  IMPORTANT 

This  office  is  making  a  special  price  study  this  season  on  watermelons, 
which  it  is  expected  will  develop  some  interesting  facts  with  respect  to  the 
relation  of  carlot  shipments  and  receipts  in  the  larger  markets  to  the  prices 
realized.    To  carry  on  this  study  throughout  the  watermelon  shipping  season, 
it  is  essential  that  the  same  price  basis  be  used  for  the  entire  season.  It 
appears  that  the  average  commercial  size  of  watermelons  most  popular  with  the 
trade  is  from  2U  to  26  pounds  and,  therefore,  this  is  the  size  upon  which  the 
study  will  be  based. 

Beginning  immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  Division  Letter,  prices  on 
2U-26  pound  melons  should  be  forwarded  to  this  office  daily,  either  by  wire 
or  by  mail.     If  insufficient  sales  are  made  to  justify  inclusion  in  your  daily 
wire  report,  be  sure  to  include  the  desired  information  in  your  daily  mail 
report.    This  is  very  important.    The  markets  from  which  this  special  informa- 
tion is  desired  are:  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  St.  l>ouis,  and  Kansas  City. 

3b  .    IMS  GE  FIELD  DEALS  . 

The  usual  field  station  on  peaches  will  not  be  operated  at  Aberdeen, 
N.  C.,  this  season,  as  that  territory  is  being  served  from  the  Raleigh  office. 
Peach  reports  were  begun  at  Raleigh  on  Monday. 

L.  B.  Jackson,  Director  of  the  Georgia  Bureau  of  Markets,  has  started 
a  special  cantaloupe  market  news  service  for  local  growers  and  shippers  .  The 
El  Centro,  Calif.,  f.o.b.  report  and  the  daily  cantaloupe  shipments  from  each 
State  are  also  being  published  on  the  peach  bulletins  issued  by  our  L'acon 
office . 

Periodical  market  reports  on  peaches  will  soon  be  started  by  the  Fort 
Worth  office  for  the  benefit  of  Texas,  peach  interests.    The  State  office  at 
Austin  is  now  covering  the  South  Texas  watermelon  deal. 

kb,    SUluIARY  OF  CHERRY  DEAL. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  New  York  Cherry  Deal,  season  of  1923.  is  being 
distributed  this  week.    C.  L.  Brown,  recently-resigned  from  the  New  York 
office  and  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Rochester  office,  is  the  author  of  this 
summary . 


B.  C.  BORSE, 

Investigator  in  .Varket  Surveys. 
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3EMP0RARY  FIELD  STATIOIIS  OF  .iARKEl 

?  HEWS  SERVICE 

STATIONS  . 

Mail 

In  Charge     .  .. 

First 

Probably 

List 

Reports 

Bill  1  etins 

Will  Cioc- 

RALEIGH,  IT.C.  ** 

"  SO5 

•  J.D.  Evers 

Berries* 

I/iay  6 

i'^ay  2S* 

312  Agricultural  Bldg, 

Lettuce* 

2%y  20 

June  2* 

S. Beans* 

June  2 

"une  cl 

Potatoes 

June  6 

June  2g 

Dewberries June  9 

June  3C* 

Cucumbers 

June  12 

•tJune  3U 

Peaches 

June  23 

July  30 

sus 

^.-k.^chultz 

Cants . 

.May  23 

'July  Id 

Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

,  G.E. Prince 

MAG  01 T     CrA  ** 

s33 

1       ju,  waiianan 

Peaches 

June  2 

^uxy  c-p 

Hotel  MaGQQ 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  IT. C, 

810; 

R.L,  Sutton 

Potatoes 

June  6 

June  28  ? 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

JACKS 01IVILLEf  TEUS 

Sll 

W.  H.  Hosier 

Tomatoes 

June  10 

July  5 

First  ITatl.Bank.  Bldg. 

VALDOSTA.  G-A.  ** 

r  *  ■   1 

*\  Hf  Scruggs 

W-melonS  . 

June  "^0 

July  19 

5W following  stations  probal 

:lv  will  onen  on  dates  indicated 

• 

PHQEiJIX,  ARIZ, 
KEAR1JEY,  IIEBIL 

815 

-93PJ 

£.  Et  Prince 
Unassigned 

Cants  f 
Potatoes 

July  1 
July  15  

July  25 
Auff.  2^ 

The  following  stations  closed  QJQ  fetes  indicated: 


OCALA,  FLA.  ** 

Post  Office  Bidg. 


CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 
Ellis  House 


.  832 


,  SO9 


Cl os^d 

H.  Scruggs 

Tomatoes 

May  27 

June  25 

•Cucumbers 

May  29 

■  June  12 

W-melons 

June  6 

June  28 

D.  Clark 

-Carrots 

May  31 

•  June  7 

-Cabbage 

May  31 

June  7 

Tomato ns 

June  U 

June  2£ 

*Rcport  discontinued,  **  State  Department  cooperating. 

Temporary  Assignments; 
R,  M,  Peterson  -  ^la*  inspection  work*       A.  E,  Prugh  -  in  Kansas  City  office 
R.  H,  Shoemaker  -  in  &ew  York  office,         R.  H,  Lamb  -  in  Washington  office, 
W.  J.  Bertush  -  in  Chicago  office.  D.  Clark  -  in  Washington  office. 


 Division  letter,  «mzJ>Z*. 23?k* 


 INSPECTION  SERVICE  j_ 

1  c .    USE  OF  LEASED  WIRT'  S  FOB  FJJSH  MESSAGES, 

It  is  sometimes  impossible  to  get  immediate  service  on  leased  wires 
which  are  crowded  with  regular  market  information.     In  case  a  message  re- 
garding inspection  work  should  he  rushed,  always  inquire  of  the  leased  wire 
operator  whether  it  can  he  sent  immediately.     If  this  is  not  possible,  send 
the  message  by  Western  Union* 

2c.     REVISED  GRADES  FOR  FRESH  PLUMS  AND  PRUNES. 

With  this  D,L.t  all  Inspectors  are  being  sent  copies  of  the  recently- 
revised  Federal  Grades  for  Fresh  Plums  and  Prunes, 

F,  G.  RQBB, 

See  Par,  ^c  on  Page  297.  Specialist  in  Inspection, 


STAL1DARDI ZATION  WORK  .  [ 

Id.    PEaNUT  GRADES  ADOPTED.  '< 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  South-eastern  Peanut  Association,  held  at 
Atlanta  on  June  15,  recommended  the  permanent  adoption  of  the  U,  S,  Grades 
for  shelled  White  Spanish  Peanuts  as  they  now  stand,  including  the  tolerance 
of  1%  for  discolored  peanuts.    The  Association  also,  by  unanimous  vote,  re- 
quested our  Department  to  ; formulate  grades  for  Runner  peanuts,    Mr*  Samson 
represented  the  Department  at  this  meeting. 

2d,     NEVADA  ADOPTS  U.  S.  GRADES  FOR  FRUITS  VEGETABLES^ 

The  U,  S,  grades  for  potatoes,  northernsgrown  onions,  Bermuda  onions, 
head  lettuce,  rough  celery,  cauliflower,  cabbage,  asparagus  and  peaches  have 
been  adopted  as  the  official  grades  for  Nevada,  under  authority  contained 
in  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Standardization  Act  passed  by  the  last  session 
of  the  Nevada  Legislature.    In  addition,  State  grades  have  been  promulgated 
for  cantaloupes,  honey,  grapes,  alfalfa  hay  and  alfalfa  meal. 

The  grading  and  standardization  work  in  Nevada  comes  under  the  super- 
vision of  S.  C,  Dinsmore,  State  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Public 
Service  Department,  University  of  Nevada,  Reno..    The  Standardization. Act 
confers  upon  the  State  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  authority  to  fix  and 
promulgate,  as  the  official  standard  for  the  State  for  any  agricultural 
product  or  container,  those  standards  which  have  been  promulgated  or  recom- 
mended by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,    In  the  absence  of 
Federal  grades,  the  State  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  is  given  authority 
to  promulgate  and  fix  standards  or  grades,  after  investigation  and  public 
hearings  have  been  held  for  the  consideration  of  such  standards  for  any 
agricultural  product  or  cantainer, 

State-Federal  inspections  at  shipping  points  afe  available  to  Nevada 
fruit  and  vegetables  shippers,  under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  between  the 
State  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics, 
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3d,    THE  GRADING  Off  GEORGIA  FSA.CEES, 

On  his  return  from  Georgia  cn  Wednesday,  Mr,  Samson  reported  that 
about  5^/J  of  the  early  shipments  of  peaches  which  were  packed  on  the  basis 
of  Federal  grades  met  the  grade  requirements*     In  view  of  the  fact  that 
these  standards  are  considerably  higher  than  those  formerly  used  by  Georgia 
interests,  this  is  a  very  good  shcr.ing,     The  fact  that  shipments  up  to  the 
present  time  have  consisted  principally  of  early  varieties,  usually  of  in- 
ferior quality,  also  adds  to  the  importance  of  this  record;  it  is  expected 
that  a  great  deal  more  than  ^Ofc  of  the  later  varieties  will  come  up  to  grade 
requirements,  although  sizes  generally  are  running  small, 

The  Georgia  Peach  Growers'  Exchange  sponsored  a  series  of  meetings 
throughout  the  peach  belt  this  week,  at  which  all  the  important  interests 
agreed  to  pack  no  fruit  less  than  1  j/h  inches  in  diameter <     This  will  leave 
a  lot  of  small-size  peaches  in  Georgia,  but  should  materially  strengthen  the 
market  for  larger-size  fruit,     Some  of  these  meetings  of  growers  and  shippers 
were  attended  by  Mr*  Samson,  Mr,  Conklin  and  Mr.  Callanan,    Most  of  Mr, 
Conklin's  time  is  spent  in  the  field,  working  with  supervising  inspectors 
in  bringing  about  a  uniform  interpretation  of  the  grades, 

k&.    g^^_Sj"?PI.E!IET7T  TO  "CP OPS  AND  kABKSTS." 

In  addition  to  the  usual  tables  on  production  and  farm  prices,  atten- 
tion of  all  employees  is  called  to  the  following  special  material  on  fruits 
and  vegetables  in  the  June  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  Maikets," 
Page  lyi  -  Prospects  for  the  apple  and  peach  crop,  based  on  May  condition, 

17**  -  Strawberry  Supply  and  Sources,  with  chart, 

177  -  Cost  of  producing  potatoes, 

180  -  Onion  acreage  in  Hew  Jersey,  (filler) 

101  -  Tomato  and  cantaloupe  acreage  in  New  Jersey,  (fillers) 

152  -  Gross  valve  of  many  fruits  and  vegetables  * 
183  ~  Apple  cold- storage  report  for  May  1. 

131  -  Inspection  Service  in  Florida, 

197  -  Alabama  Potato  Movement  Heavy,  -  J«  Dj  Evers  * 

I9S  -  Carload  Shipments  by  States  during  April, 

153  -  April  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits, 

-  Federal  Inspections  during  April. 

-  Peach  Supply  of  New  York  and  Chicago,  with  chart, 

200  -  Apple  Market  Season,     (Review  of  the  l^Z^VX'.-  season,) 

201  ~  Asparagus  plantings  in  New  Jersey*  (filler/ 

202  -  Federated  Fruit  and  Vegetables  Growers  report. 


a,  .!,  SAMSON; 

Specialist  in  Standardization. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr,  St»llwell  is  in  Philadelphia  today,  conferring  with  Mr.  Biddle  and 
Mr*  Scott,  regarding  the  market  news  work* 

About  August  1,  V,  Da  Callanan  will  be  placed  in  perman-v^.t  charge  of 
the  New  York  City  office  cf  the  Market  Sews  Service,    It  is  izta&vi sable  to 
take  him  out  of  Georgia  now,  but  Mr,  Callanan  will  go  "to  New  York  as  soon  as 
the  Georgia  peach  deal  is  finished. 

J«  Wi  Park  returned  to  Washington  from  Albuquerque,  N.  ^ex. ,  last 
Saturday.    He  has  been  handling  odd  jobs  around  the  local  office  this  week, 
and  next  week  will  start  on  a  short  period  of  leave, 

W,  J,  Bertush,  who  spent  a  few  days  in  the  Washington  office  after 
closing  the  field  station  at  Charleston,  S%  C.,  has  now  gone  to  Chicago, 
where  he  will  assist  with  market  reporting  work  until  about  July  5»  ^ne 
remainder  of  July,  Mr,  Bertush  expects  to  be  on  leave  and  about  August  1 
will  report  for  duty  in  Detroit.    He  will  give  special  attention  to  market 
reports  in  the  Detroit  office,  helping  also  with  inspections  when  necessary, 

R.  H,  Lamb  arrived  in  Washington  on  Thursday,  where  he  will  assist 
with  local  work  for  a  brief  period.    Until  recently,  Mr,  Lamb  operated  the 
temporary  field  station  at  Raleigh,  N,  C, 

After  closing  the  Crystal  Springs,  Miss,,  office  this  Saturday,  G,  D. 
Clark  will  work  on  his  field  summaries  a  few  days,  and  then  come  in  to  Wash- 
ington before  proceeding  to  his  next  assignment  in  the  West,0 

A.  D,  Atterbury,  one  of  the  cooperative  inspectors  in  California, 
with  headquarters  at  Sacramento,  has  been  given  indefinite  leave  of  absence, 

Part  of  Friday  and  all  day  Saturday,  E,  R.  Biddle,  of  the  Philadelphia 
office,  will  be  on  a  trip  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  f.o.b,  reports  on  potatoes. 

W,  E,  Lsvris  returned  from  annual  leave  a  few  days  ago,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Florida.    He  will  be  stationed  at  Live  Oak,  Flae,  a  week  or  more 
and  then  probably  go  to  Georgia.    In  both  States,  Mr,  Lewis  will  investigate 
the  standardization  of  watermelons, 

H,  A,  Spilman  has  gone  from  Los  Angeles  to  El  Centro,  Calif.,  where 
he  wiljL  make  investigations  regarding  cantaloupes  crates  and  other  packages, 

E,  G.  Batsford,  of  the  New  York  inspection  staff,  expects  to  be  on 
leave  from  June  28  to  July  15* 

In  the  interest  of  shipment  reports  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  F„  M, 
Pat ton  is  on  a  short  trip  to  New  York  and  intermediate  points. 
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OFFICE  ilQTES:  (COliTIflUEI)) 

After  four  years'  service  as  mimeograph  operator  in  the  F,  &  V.  Divi- 
sion* J.        Gantt  has  secured  a  transfer  to  the  Bureau  mail  room,,    He  will 
"be  in  charge  of  the  force  handling  the  incoming  and  outgoing  mail*  Frank 
0'  Brien,  while  still  assisting  with  messenger  work,  will  also  handle  what 
mimeographing  there  is  to  do  in  our  Division  and  the  filing  of  stencils,  etc* 

Recent  additions  to  the  clerk- typist  force  in  Washington  are  as  follows: 
Miss  May  Coult,  in  Miss  Hall's  office*    Miss  Emma  L,  McKernan  and  Miss 
Josephine  Bartnett,  in  kr«  Clay's  section,    Mrs,  *-ary  Holzbeierlein  in  Mr« 
Fiske's  section,    Miss  Mary  L,  O'Leary,  fromB4P.l%,  in  Mr«  'Robbfs  section. 
Mrs*  Alta  K<  Stannard  in  Mr.  Patton's  section,    Most  of  these  are  permanent 
additions  to  the  forcet  while  others  are  temporary.  Practically  all 

are  filling  positions  recently  vacated  in  the  Division. 

K,  S,  Branch,  Inspector  in  charge  at  Kansas  City,  advises  that  his 
residence  address  is  5G1O  East  27th  Street  (Box  lUQ)*    Though  he  has  no  resi- 
dence telephone,  Mr,  Branchccan  "be  reached  through  phone  Linwood 

BOTE  the  following  changes  of  address  for  Inspectors  in  the  field:- 
R,  M«  Peterson  has  moved  from  Ocaia,  Ha*,  to  Live  Oak,  Fla,    He  i*s 
nov^  supervising  the  inspection  of  watermelons  in  the  Live  Oak  section, 

0.       Harsha  will  go  from  Crystal  Springs,  Miss,,  to  Kansas  City  in 
a  few  days,  and  then  will  supervise  inspection  of  potatoes  at  Orrick,  Mo« 

L,        C,  Peirce  goes  from  Hazlehurst,  Miss,,  to  Macon,  G-a, ,  and  will 
help  with  inspection  work  on  Georgia  peaches. 

THE  gLQRions  FOURTH!. 
Friday,  July       will  be  a  holiday  in  all  offices,    This  will  necessi- 
tate delaying  next  week's  Division  Letter  a  day  or  two. 

(Continued  from  Pa^e  ?pU) 

3c»    MATURITY  TERMS  SDR  PEACHES, 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  use  of  such  terms  as  "hard  green" 
in  describing  maturity  of  peaches.    Description  of  maturity 
$S  peaches  should  be  by  the  terms  given  in  both  shipping-point  and  re- 
ceiving-point Handbooks,    The  use  of  any  other  terms  will  result  in  confusion. 
Read  over  the  Handbook  circular  on  this  product  and  refresh  your  memory  on 
the  maturity  terms  and  those  which  have  been  given  for  pack  and  color,  Refresh 
your  mind  also  on  the  various  blemishes  and  defects  which  are  likely  to  be 
found  in  peaches.     Stick  to  the  directions  covering  these  matters  and  our 
certificates  will  be  uniform  in  meaning,    Remember  that  peaches  may  show 
great  variation  in  maturity  in  the  different  layers.    Be  sure  that  the  certi- 
ficate shows  this. 


F.G.R. 


J 
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(From  revised  Handbook,  which  will  "be  issued  shortly) 

l4c%    ISSUING  C0ERECT3D  C5PlTI?I0AT1S. 

fthexig  for  any  reasona  a  mistake  occurs    on  a  certificate  and  the 
Inspector  desires  to  correct  th3  same,  a  corrected  certificate  and  copies 
should  be  issu.e&B  witb  explanatory  letters  palling  attention  to  the  error, 
and  requesting  the  return  of  the  incorrect  certificate  and  copies,,  The 
correct ;a  certificate  wi'.ll  bear  a  new  number  but  the  same  date  as  the  one 
which  it  supersedes;,    tinder  the  certificate  number  should  be  the  statement: 
"Corrected  Cert  if  i  rate  C:|    A  statement  should  be  made  under  "Remarks"  on  the 
corrected  POpy8  giving  the  number  of  the  certificate  which  is  superseded* 

The  above  item  and  the  one  at  bottom  of  preceding 
page  were  received  after  the  previous  pages  of  this 
D»  I*«  had  been  mimeographed*  -  Editor, 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D»  C, 


Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  5»  NO.  27 
July  5,  IPC 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    TENTATIVE  SITE  SELECTED  FOR  NEW  CHICAGO  PRODUCE  MARKET. 

W.  H.  Hall  wrote  the  following  interesting  letter  on  June  28:- 

"After  years  of  quibbling,  a  tentative  site  has  finally  been  de- 
cided upon  for  the  new  Chicago  produce  market.    The  old  South  Water  Street 
market  has  long  since  outgrown  itself  and  was  ordered  moved  by  the  Chicago 
City  Council  more  than  three  years  ago.    The  new  site  is  ajb  Ashland  Avenue 
and  22nd  Street,  about  three  miles  from  the  present  location  of  the  market. 
While  all  details  have  not  been  completed,  an  option  has  been  obtained  on 
the  land,  embracing  78  acres,  and  it  is  generally  thought  that  the  various 
interests  will  concur  in  the  selection  of  this  site  and  that  actual  work 
will  be  started  within  the  next  few  months.    Estimates  of  the  cost  of  pur- 
chasing the  land  and  erecting  the  necessary  buildings  range  from  $6,000,000 
to  $8,000,000.    Even  if  the  work  is  started  this  summer,  it  is  believed 
that  it  will  be  almost  two  years  "before  the  new  market  is  completed. 

"During  the  past  year  a  number  of  the  South  Water  Street  commission 
merchants  have  moved  to  the  West  Randolph  Street  market  or  to  the  Fulton 
Street  market,  both  of  which  are  situated  about  one-half  mile  west  of 
South  Water  Street.    However,  those  that  have  moved  comprise  less  than  10S& 
of  the  total  number.    The  South  Water  Street  market  is  an  old  landmark  and 
has  been  a  bone  of  contention  for  years  between  the  municipal  authorities 
and  the  produce  merchants.    The  former  desire  its  removal  in  order  that 
they  may  put  into  execution  certain  plans  for  beautifying  the  city,  and 
the  dealers  have  opposed  its  removal  for  business  reasons." 

2a.    GOOD  USE  MADE  OF  DIVISION  LETTER . 

S.  W.  Russell,  of  the  New  York  office,  advises  that  the  various  D.L. 
articles  from  producing  sections,  etc.,  are  found  to  be  of  great  value  from 
time  to  time.    One  of  the  two  copies  of  the  D.L.  sent  to  New  York  is  clipped 
and  the  special  articles  filed  in  the  form  of  a  card  index.    Some  of  the 
headings  in  this  index  are:  Code  Changes;  Bureau  Regulations;  Crop  Conditions, 
by  commodities;  etc.    The  New  York  office  also  maintains  a  card  file  of 
various  articles  appearing  in  "Crops  and  Markets,"  and  finds  that  this  infor- 
mation works  in  very  well  with  the  D.  L.  material. 

3a,     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS "  FOR  JUNE  28: 

Page  k0$  -  Active  Carrot  Season  in  New  York,  (based  partly  on  New 
York  City  review  of  carrot  market) 
U06  -  Special  paragraph  on  potatoes  in  the  weekly  review. 

-  Additional  field  stations  of  Market  News  Service  .  (filler) 
kOJ  -  East  Texas  Tomato  Deal  Draggy,  -  by  W.  H.  Mosier. 

kOS  -  North  Carolina  Potato  Peak  Passed,  -  by  R,  L.  Sutton. 

-  Heavy  Peach  Movement  frora  Georgia. 

-  Mississippi  Closing  Big  Tomato  Season,  -  by  G.  D.  Clark- 
UlO  -  New  Zealand  Fruit  Industry. 

-  lHo,000  carloads  of  apples  shipped,  (filler) 
Ul6  -  Australia  Exports  Peaches  . 

-  Exports  for  the  period  July  1  to  May  31,  1922-23  and  1923-2U 
(D. L.Page  299)  of  fresh  and  dried  apples,  prunes,  apricots  and  raisins. 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE. 


lb.    REPORT  OF  CAES  ON  TRACK  IN  PITTSBURGH  DISCONTINUED. 

The  following  letter  from  J.  K.  Boyd,  of  the  Pittsburgh  office,  is 

self-explanatory.    Effective  July  7,  the  daily  report  of  cars  on  track  in 

Pittsburgh  will  be  discontinued: 

"I  believe  it  would  be  advisable  to  discontinue  quoting  the  number 
of  ears  on  track  in  our  market  wire.    The  information  as  furnished  us  by 
the  railroad  is  misleading.    Cars  arriving  on  a  certain  day  may  be  emptied 
on  the  day  of  arrival  and  partly  reloaded  with  other  commodities,  being 
held  on  track  until  the  free  time  expires.    However,  the  railroad  still 
reports  this  as  a  car  containing  the  original  commodity.    On  June  19th 
the  railroad  reported  seventeen  cars  of  strawberries  on  track,  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  were  only  six.    On  June  20th  they  reported  eighteen 
cars  of  peaches,  when  in  reality  there  were  only  two.    I  was  able  to 
check  up  these  by  personal  observation.    These  are  only  two  instances  of 
a  situation  which  is  quite  common  on  this  market.    Complaint  has  been  made 
a  number  of  times  by  receivers  regarding  the  inaccuracy  of  this  report." 

2b.    AUCTION  REPORTS  ON  PEARS  AND  PLUMS . 

The  San  Francisco  office  will  begin  market  reports  on  pears  and  plums 
on  Monday,  July  7,  and  auction  prices  on  these  products  will  be  wired  from 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and  Chicago.    This  service  will  be  en- 
larged as  the  season  advances.    E.  T.  Garlick  and  Samuel  Leitzer,  in  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  respectively,  have  been  re-eraployed  as  part-time  men 
to  furnish  the  auction  reports  for  their  cities. 

3b .    ADDITIONAL  FIELD  STATION  SUMMARIES. ' 

The  following  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  are  being  mailed 
CALIFORNIA  GRAPE  DEAL,  Season  of  1923,  by  C.  E.  Schultz,  and  the 
WESTERN  NEW  YORK  PEACH  DEAL,  Season  of  1923,  by  C.  L.  Brown. 
The  New  York  Peach  summary  contains  16  pages  and  the  California  Grape 
summary  33  pages.    Both  are  very  complete  reports,  the  grape  summary  being 
one  of  the  most  comprehensive  and  valuable  ever  issued.    In  addition  to 
covering  the  California  situation  very  thoroughly,  it  also  reviews  briefly 
the  eastern  grape  deals. 

^b  *     KEVIEW  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY  MARKET  ON  CAULIFLpV/SR . 

Under  date  of  June  2J'i  R.  H.  Shoemaki'r IsninS .  W.  Russell,  of  the  New 
York  office,  issued  a  one-page  review  of  the  local  market  on  cauliflower. 
Receipts  are  rhown  by  States  of  origin  an  d  by  months  from  August,  1923.  to 
June,  192U.    A  second  table  gives  the  total  arrivals  by  weeks  and  the  jobbing 
range  on  New  York  State  cauliflower,  western  stock  and  Virginia  stock. 

5b  .    MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  UNLOADS  AT  ATLANTA . ' 

Like  several  other  offices,  Atlanta  issues  a  monthly  mimeographed 
sheet,  showing  in  tabular  form  the  carlot  unloads  of  all  fruits  and  vege- 
tables received  in  that  market  during  the  preceding  month.    Mr.  Curry 
accompanies  the  statistics  by  a  page  of  newsy  comment,  suitable  for  press 
use.    His  latest  report,  dated  July  3,  includes  a  number  of  remarks  appro- 
priate to  the  summer  season.    He  talke  about  "lemonade  weather"  in  connection 
with  the  receipts  of  lemons,  and  about  July  Uth  and  watermelons  being 
"synonymous." 
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6b,    TRUCKING  BERRIES  FROM  MICHIGAN  TO  CHICAGO. 

In  a  letter  of  June  27,  H«  E*  Rutland,  one  of  the  technical  assistants 
in  the  Chicago  office,  gave  the  following  information  on  "berries :- 

"Michigan  strawberries  are  now  coming  to  Chicago  in  large  quan- 
tities and  the  season  is  in  full  swing.    June  26th  was  probably  the  big 
day  of  the  season  in  Chicago,  arrivals  being  36,000  crates  by  boat  and 
6,000  by  truck. 

"It  is  rather  unusual  for  Michigan  strawberries  to  come  to  this 
market  in  large  quantities  by  truck.    The  shipping  points  now  using  trucks 
for  hauling  to  Chicago  are  St*  Joseph,  Stephensville,  Bridgeman,  Sodus  and 
a  few  other  places  in  that  vicinity.    The  trip  requires  from  four  to  six 
hours,  making  it  necessary  for  trucks  to  leave  shipping  points  soon  after 
midnight  to  reach  the  city  in  time  for  the  early  morning  market. 

"Dealers  here  claim  that  the  borries  arrive  in  better  condition 
than  those  shipped  by  boat.    The  elimination  of  much  handling  and  hauling 
probably  accounts  for  this.    Shipments  by  bosLt  are  handled  at  least  five 
times  by  hand  or  truck  before  delivery.    Shipments  by  truck  are  loaded  at 
the  shipping  point  and  unleaded  at  the  dealer's  door. 

"On  a  few  occasions,  trackloads  have  arrived  before  the  boats  and 
sold  out  early  at  prices  rather  above  the  average.    With  receipts  as  heavy 
as  they  have  been  for  the  last  few  days,  early  arrival  is  a  distinct  advani." 
tage.  However,  dealers  dc  hot  think  there  is  much  likelihood  of  greater 
quantities  being  shipped  by  truck  than  at  present,  due  to  the  rather  long 
haul  and  the  difficulty  in  competing  with  the  cheap,  boat  freight  rates," 

7 0  .     GOOD  QUALITY  ILLINOIS  TCTj-BEKG  LETTUCE  ON  ivARKET . 

H.  S.  Rutland,  of  the  Chicago  office,  gives  this  additional  information 

in  another  letter,  dated  June' 27:- 

"Homegrcwn  Iceberg  lettuce  of  good  quality  has  been  appearing  on 
the  Chicago  market  in  increasing  quantities  the  last  few  days.    This  will 
be  news  to  many  who  think  that  only  the  western  States  can  produce  Iceberg 
lettuce  of  good  merchantable  quality.    The  homegrown  stock  compares 
favorably  with  the  best  western  stock  now  being  offered  in  Chicago.  The 
heads  range  from  medium  to  large  size,  and  are  very  firm  and  crisp.  It 
is  usually  sold  in  orange  boxes  or  flat  crates,  containing  from  lo  to  2k 
heads.    The  stock  is  fairly  well  trimmed  and  packed,  and  presents  quite 
an  attractive  appearance. 

"The  exceptionally  high  quality  of  this  year's  homegrown  offerings 
is  due  to  the  cool  weather  and  generally  favorable  conditions  for  growing 
lettuce  here  this  season.    The  nights  have  been  cool,  causing  the  heads 
to  harden  much  better  than  in  previous  years. 

"So  far,  the  prices  received  for  this  product  have  been  rather  a 
disappointment  to  growers.    However,  increasing  supplies  have  helped  to 
emphasize  the  good  quality  of  offerings  and  some  improvement  is  expected. 
This  stock  is  fast  becoming  a  considerable  figure  in  the  Chicago  lettuce 
market.    There  has  been  a  slump  in  the  mark < b  on  western  offerings  lately, 
and  some  dealers  attribute  this  to  the  increase  in  importance  and  the 
relatively  low  price  of  homegrown  lettuce,13 

E.  W.  STILLWELL, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 


JQ2^ 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  MVS  SERVICE 


Mail 

! 

First 

Probably 

STATIONS 

List 

In 

Charge 

!  Serorts 

Bulletins 

Will 

Close 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  ** 

8  C5 

J. 

D.  Evers 

Berries* 

May 

S 

May  28* 

312  Agricultural  Bldg. 

Lettuce* 

May  20 

June 

2* 

O  .  -DcrcUlb 

June 

2 

June 

21* 

Potatoes 

June 

c 
6 

July 

3' 

Dewberries* 

June 

9 

June 

27* 

Lucumoers  _ 

June 

12 

July 

3* 

Peaches 

June 

23 

July 

30 

Cants. 

July 

10 

July 

30 

w— melons 

July 

22 

Aug, 

15 

MACON,  GA.  ** 

233 

V. 

D. 

Callanan 

Peaches 

June 

2 

July 

25 

TTn1"pT    Mac  on 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 

811 

w. 

H. 

Mosier 

Tomatoes 

June 

10 

July 

9 

First  Natl. Bank  Bldg. 

VAUDOSTA,  GA.  ** 

832 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

W-melons 

July 

1 

July 

19 

Hotel  Valdes 

PHOENIX.  ARIZ. 

815 

G. 

E. 

Prince 

Cant a. 

July 

3 

July  25 

The  following  stations  rrobablv  will 

ODen  on  dates  indicated: 

FRESNO,  CALIF. 

919 

C. 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  15 

Nov. 

29 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

928 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  21 

Sept . 

6 

KEARNEY,  NSBR, 

930 

H. 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

July  23 

Aug. 

30 

KENNETT,  MO. 

819 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

W-melons 

July  29 

Aug, 

20 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO. 

8^6 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Aug. 

1 

Oct. 

31 

Peaches 

Aug. 18 

Sept. 

20 

Aoples 

Sept. 

Oct. 

M 

The  following  stations  closed  on  dates  indical 

;ed: 

EL  CENTRO,  CALIF. 
Barbara  Worth  Hotel 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.C. 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

808 
810 

C.  E.  Schultz 
R.  L.  Sutton 

Cants . 
Potatoes 

.  May  23 
June  6 

Closed 
July  10 

July  3 

*  Report  discontinued,  **  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS: 
R.  M,  Peterson  -  Ga.  inspection  work.    R.  L.  Sutton  -  in  Pittsburgh  office. 
R.  H.  Shoemaker  -  in  New  York  office.    R.  H.  Lamb  -  in  Denver  office. 
R.  S,  Lumbard  -  in  St.  Louis  office.      W.  J.  Bertush  -  on  leave. 
A.  E.  Prugh  -  in  Kansas  City  office.      G.  D.  Clark  -  on  leave. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE. 


lc.    "LEAK"  IN  POTATOES  AND  CUCUMBERS . 

Under  date  of  June  30.  Vt.  G.  B.  Ramsey,  B.P.I,  Pathologist  in  Chicago, 
submitted  the  following  information  of  importance  to  all  our  Inspectors 

HIn  view  of  our  recent  conferences  regarding  sun-scald  of  potatoes, 
I  thought  you  would  be  interested  in  learning  of  our  latest  contribution. 
We  have  been  inspecting  several  cars  of  North  Carolina  potatoes  lately  and 
find  occasionally  tubers  showing  watery  blister-like  lesions,  which  many 
inspectors  will  be  tempted  to  call  scald.    We  have  isolated  the  potato 
'leak1  fungus,  Pythium,  out  of  these  lesions  and  believe  that  it  may  be 
responsible  for  much  decay  this  season.    The  Slimy  Soft  Rot  bacteria  may 
follow  'leak1  and  produce  a  disagreeable  odor,  but  if  'leak1  is  present  to 
any  extent  in  the  lot  tubers  will  be  found  which  show  the  characteristic 
decay,  as  described  in  the  Handbook     The  wet  type  of  Fusarium  rot  also 
is  present  in  the  North  Carolina  potatoes  this  season,  but  this  decay  can 
be  distinguished  from  Leak  by  the  presence  of  mycelium  on  the  surface  of 
the  tubers  and  postular-like  patches  of  mycelium  which  break  through  the 
skin  here  and  there.    Fusarium  decay  is  not  as  watery  as  'Leak.1 

"North  Carolina  cucumbers  also  are  showing  a  'leaky1  decay  caused 
by  Pythium.    This  disease  is  characterized  by  a  very  luxuriant  white, 
cottony  mycelium  and  watery  decay  of  the  fruit,  very  similar  to  the  watery 
Soft  Rot  produced  by  Sclerotinia.    Pythium  grows  much  more  rapidly  than 
Sclerotinia  at  high  temperatures  and  does  not  form  sclerotia.  Perhaps 
this  may  aid  in  distinguishing  between  the  two  kinds  of  decay." 

2c    INSPECTION  OF  ILLINOIS  BERRIES. 

A  recent  letter  from  R.  C.  Butner  tells  of  the  volume  of  strawberries 
inspected  at  shipping  points  in  Illinois,  under  the  agreement  with  that  State 
for  the  inspection. of  various  fruits  and  vegetables  in  season.    To  the  date 
of  Mr.  Butner1 s  writing,  37  cars  of  strawberries  had  been  handled  at  Quincy 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State  and  31  cars  at  Villa  Ridge  in  the  southern 
tip  of  Illinois.    It  is  possible  that  raspberries  and  cabbage  also  will  be 
inspected  in  the  Quincy  section.    Mr.  Butner  made  a  short  trip  to  Quincy 
on  Friday,  June  27,  in  the  interest  of  this  work. 

3c    PROSPECTS  FOR  CITRUS  FRUIT  INSPECTIONS. 

L.  M.  Rhodes,  Commissioner,  Florida  State  Marketing  Bureau,  recently 
advised  that  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  has  decided  to  take  Government  in- 
spection on  its  shipments  this  coming  fall  and  winter.    The  Exchange  controls 
about  60$  of  the  tonnage  or  approximately  30,000  carloads  of  citrus  fruits, 
according  to  an  item  in  the  Georgia  Shipping-Point  Inspection  Service  weekly 
news  letter,  issued  from  Mr.  Bier's  office  at  Macon,  Ga.    This  deal  in  Florida 
probably  will  open  between  September  15  and  October  1. 

**c.    OKLAHOMA  ADOPTS  FEDERAL  GRADES . 

Oklahoma  has  adopted  the  U.S.  grades  for  peaches,  watermelons  and 
potatoes  as  the  official  standards  for  the  State,  and  these  grades  are  being 
used  in  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  conducted  in  that  State. 
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5c.    HEW  RULZS  AITO  RZGUIATIOKS  ■ 

On  June  30,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  signed  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations for  the  Food  Products  Inspection  Service  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 
In  general  they  are  the  same  as  for  last  year.    The  following  paragraphs, 
quoted  from  the  June  2J  letter  of  transmittal  to  the  Secretary,  will  explain 
the  change  s : - 

In  Section  3  of  Regulation  5  (g)  is  restricted  to  apply  only  to  cars 
inspected  in  receiving  market .    This  is  necessary  because  the  applicant  him- 
self frequently  does  not  know  the  name  and  address  of  the  receiver-     (h)  of 
the  same  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  the  words  "when  known." 

Regulation  7,  Section  1,  and  Regulation  10,  include  the  amendments 
promulgated  on  April  3,  192*4. 

In  Regulation  7,  Section  2,  the  sentence  providing  for  sending  free 
copy  of  certificate  to  shipper  has  been  stricken  out,  and  Section  3  has  been 
substituted.    This  provides  for  sending  notices  of  inspections  to  all 
financially  interested  parties.    The  provision  for  free  copies  to  the  shipper 
has  been  stricken  out  because  it  has  been  found  that  the  copies  so  sent  do 
not  have  the  educational  value  which  was  hoped  for  when  this  provision  was 
made.    In  the  majority  of  instances  the  copies  do  not  get  back  to  the  grower 
who  might  profit  by  the  information  regarding  the  condition  in  which  his 
products  arrived  in  market.    This  section  has  also  been  protested  by  re- 
ceivers who  claim  that  it  is  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  shipper  because 
they  do  not  receive  free  copies  of  shipping -point  certificates. 

Regulation  8,  Section  1.  The  provision  that  application  must  be  made 
within  two  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  certificate  has  been  stricken  cut. 
This  prevision  was  originally  intended  to  present  filing  of  applications 
after  the  quality  and- condition  of  the  product  bad  materially  changed.  This 
provision  is  included  in  Section  4  of  S0gulatio»  S  and  the  two  days' 
limitation  is  therefore  no  longer  necessary  ai.i  in  some  instances  interferes 
with  the  filing  of  justifiable  applications  for  reinspection. 

Section  5  of  Regulation  8  has  been  amplified  to  make  clear  that 
second  inspections  requested  by  the  applicant  for  the  purpose  of  confirming 
shipping^point  inspections  are  not  reinspec lions  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law. 

Regulation  9  has  been  added  to  make  definite  provision  for  the  practice 
cf  licensing  inspectors  which  has  been  followed  by  the  inspection  service 
during  the  past  year. 

Regulation  10  (Regulation  9  of  current  year),  Paragraph  2,  provision 
has  been  made  for  charge  for  services  on  the  basis  of  time  when  the  carlot 
basis  of  charge  would  be  inadequate  or  inequitable.    Paragraph  5  of  tilis 
regulation  has  also  been  changed  to  limit  the  maximum  fee  for  the  reinspec- 
tion  of  a  single  car  to  $15-00.    Under  the  old  provision  the  reinspection  of 
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a  car  of  mixed  products,  the  total  regulation  fee  for  which  might  he  $7-50> 
would  have  "been  $22,50,  an  amount  which  is  believed  to  be  excessive  for  the 
service  rendered. 

6c ,     REVISED  GRADES  FOR  PEARS  . 


With  this  D.  L. ,  copies  of  the  recently-revised  grades  for  Pears  are 
being  sent  to  all  Inspectors. 


F .  G •  RQB3, 

Specialist  in  Inspection* 

IMPORTANT 

Every  branch  office,  both  Inspection  and  Market  News,  is  being  sent  an 
addressed  post-card  with  this  D.L.,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the 
Washington  office  any  additions  or  corrections  necessary  on  the  respective 
address  lists  which  are  issued  about  twice  a  year.    The  last  address  list  is 
dated  January  15-    Please  locate  a  copy  of  it  in  your  office,  examine  it  care- 
fully, and  advise  us  immediately  regarding  any  changes.    DO  IT  NOW . 


OFFICE  NOTES; 


George  H.  Bees  on,  of  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  as  a  Food  Products 
Inspector  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  is  associated  with  H.  H.  Henderson  in  the  work 
for  the  Navy,    Mr.  Beeson  was  engaged  in  meat  inspection  work  for  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  since  l-$o6  and  was  tran         ed  from  that  Bureau  to  his  present 
position,  inasmuch  as  all  phases  of  inspection  at  Norfolk  have  now  been  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  this  Bureau i    Mr    Beeson  will  continue  his  duties  as 
an  inspector  of  meats  and  other  provisions,  much  of  his  work  being  handled  at 
Hampton  Roads.    After  completing  a  high  school  course  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Beeson  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  from  1899  to  1$01 .    He  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness prior  to  assuming  duties  with  B.A.I,  in  1906. 

F.J.  Baehler,  who,  after  long  service  on  the  inspection  staff  in 
Chicago,  accepted  a  position  last  April  with  the  Stewart  Fruit  Company,  has 
been  reinstated  in  the  Inspection  Service,  and  has  been  assigned  to  field  duty 
in  Louisiana,    At  present,  Mr.  Baehler  is  supervising  the  inspection  of  peppers 
in  the  Ponchatoula  district.    He  can  be  reached  through  the  State  Extension 
Service  office  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

■ 

Mr.  Stillwell  expects  to  start  about  July  10  on  a  western  trip  in  the 
interest  of  the  Market  News  Service.    His  tentative  itinerary  includes  stops 
at  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Los  Angeles,  Fresno,  San  Francisco,  Portland, 
Spokane,  Caldwell  (Idaho)  and  Denver.    This  trip  probably  will  require  a  month 
or  six  weeks1  time. 

This  issue  of  the  D.L.  was  delayed  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  an  entire 
holiday  and  a  half-holiday  occurred  this  week,    Many  employees  were  on  leave 
from  Thursday  until  Monday. 
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Leaving  Washington  this  Sunday,  C.  W.  Hauck  starts  on  an  extended 
trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast.    He  Trill  first  stop  at  Trenton,  N .  J.,  Ithaca 
and  Rochester,  N .  Y . ,  and  Lafayette  and  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  further  investigations  in  the  actual  use  of  the  Federal 
grades  for  cannery  tomatoes.     State  authorities  are  interesting  themselves 
in  a  study  of  this  matter,  with  a  view  to  making  any  necessary  revisions  in 
these  grades  and  securing  their  wider  adoption.    Later  in  the  summer,  it  is 
expected  that  V7m.  E    Lewis  will  continue  the  Federal  investigational  work 
along  this  line. 

Mr.  Hauck1 s  trip  to  California  Will  take  him  chiefly  into 
the  grape-producing  districts,  where  he  will  study  the  practical  application 
of  the  tentative  grades  for  table  and  juice  grapes.    He  will  make  a  study  of 
the  entire  grape  and  raisin  industry,  observing  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  grades 
for  the  fresh  product  and  possibly  working  out  grades  for  raisins.    While  in 
California,  Mr.  Hauck  can  be  reached  by  mail  or  -ire  through  the  State  office 
at  Sacramento.    Before  returning  to  Washington  in  the  fall,  it  is  expected 
that  he  will  also  visit  producing  sections  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  to  make 
further  investigations  in  standardization  -ork. 

E    F.  McKune,  who  has  been  studying  standardization  -~ork  on  cantaloupes 
and  lettuce  in    southern  California,  left  California  on  July  3;  stopped  for  a 
day  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  rill  be  back  at  his  Denver  office  by  Monday, 
July  7- 

Heal  D-   Sanborn,  who  has  been  assisting  with  cantaloupe  inspections 
in  the  Imperial  Valley,  also  will  return  to  his  headquarters  at  Denver  by 
Monday,  and  then  -rill  proceed  to  Utah,  to  supervise  shipping-point  work  in 
that  State.    He  can  be  addressed  in  care  of  the  State  Dept.  of  Agriculture 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  for  the  next  couple  of  months, 

F..  S..  Kiiisey,  who  has  been  supervising  inspections  in  Mississippi, 
will  come  to  Washington  about  July  7,  to  confer  with  leaders  hero  before 
proceeding  to  his  fall  and  winter  work  in  the  State  of  Washington,  Mr\ 
Kinsey  stopped  at  Macon,  Ga.,  on  his  way  north. 

Since  the  close  of  shipping-point  work  in  Mississippi,  G-.  W.  Winfrey 
has  gone  to  Georgia,  where  he  will  assist  with  peach  inspections  during  July, 
He  can  be  reached  in  care  of  Robert  Bier,  at  Macon, 

All  Federal  supervising  inspectors  are  noT7  out  of  Florida  since  the 
transfer  of  R,  M.  Peterson  from  Live  Oak,  Fla.,  to  Macon,  Ga.,  where  he  will 
help  with  the  -ork  on  peaches.    Mr.  Peterson  and  his  entire  force  of  inspectors 
left  live  Oak  on  July  3  for  Georgia, 

Wm.  E.  Lewis  also  has  gone  from  Florida  to  Valdosta,  Ga.,  where  he  is 
continuing  his  investigations  in  the  grading  of  watermelons. 
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For  the  next  few  days,  mail  for  H-  A.  Spilman  can  be  sent  to  the  State 
office  at  Sacramento,  Calif.  Mr.  Spilman  completed  his  work  on  containers  in 
southern  California  and  is  moving  toward  the  Northwest. 

It  was  believed  that  the  issuance  of  market  reports  on  cantaloupes 
would  be  discontinued  at  $1  Centro,  Calif.,  today,  but  a  wire  just  received 
from  C.  E.  Schultz  advises  that  the  office  will  be  operated  until  July  10  or 
12.    This  explains  why  El  Centro  appears  among  the  closed  field  stations  in 
the  list  on  Page  302;  that  stencil  was  cut  before  Mr.  Schultz'  wire  arrived. 

E.  P.  Leraott,  head  clerk  in  the  Chicago  office,  spent  several  days  in 
Washington  recently.    He  visited  the  local  offices,  to  observe  how  the  work 
is  conducted  at  this  end  of  the  line. 

R.  C.  Lindstrom,  who  is  supervising  shipping-point  inspections  in 
Oklahoma,  advises  that  about  150  cars  of  cantaloupes  will  be  shipped  from  that 
State,  and  all  of  them  are  to  be  inspected. 

H.  V.  DeMott,  auditor  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  has  gone  on  annual 
leave  until  July  15  and  then  begins  a  furlough  extending  until  October  1. 
Most  of  this  time  he  will  be  at  his  home  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  has  personal 
business  requiring;  his  attention. 

The  last  case  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section  to  come  to  court  trial  on 
the  facts  resulted  in  another  victory  for  the  Government.    It  was  the  case 
against  D.  Davis  &  Son,  Louisville  wool  dealers  whose  heirs  are  now  in  Chicago, 
and  this  Department  recovered  approximately  $3,500  excess  wool  profits. 

After  spending  a  few  days  in  the  Washington  office,  R.  H.  Lamb  went 
to  Cincinnati  for  several  days'  leave.    He  has  now  proceeded  to  Denver,  and  is 
substituting  for  John  D.  Snow,  while  the  latter  is  on  annual  leave  and  on  a 
field  trip  to  producing  sections  in  Colorado.  About  August  1,  Mr.  Lamb  will 
open  the  field  station  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

G.  D.  Clark  spent  a  day  in  Washington,  after  closing  the  field  station 
at  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.    He  has  now  gone  on  annual  leave  at  Laurens,  Iowa, 
before  opening  the  Caldwell,  Idaho,  station  on  potatoes. 

Pi.  L.  Sutton  discontinued  potato  market  reports  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.C., 
last  Thursday,  came  to  Washington  on  Saturday,  and  then  proceeded  to  Pittsburgh. 
He  will  substitute  for  J.  K.  Boyd,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation  from  July 
9  to  2b.    After  that,  Mr.  Sutton  goes  to  Eennett,  Mo.,  to  issue  reports  on 
watermelons . 

After  closing  the  El  Centro,  Calif.,  field  station,  C  E.  Schultz 
probably  will  remain  at  El  Centro  a  few  days  to  complete  his  summary  of  the 
cantaloupe  deal,  and  then  will  visit  a  number  of  grape  shipping-points  in  the 
central  part  of  the  State,  preparatory  to  opening  the  field  station  at  Fresno. 
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Usually  on  Friday  evening  each  reek,  Station  ^7CAP  in  Washington  broad- 
casts a  talk  relating  to  agricultural  subjects-     J.    C,  Gilbert,  in  charge  of 
the  radio  work  of  the  Bureau,  delivers  these  talks,  which  are  based  largely 
on  material  prepared  in  the  different  divisions  of  this  Bureau.    The  talk  on 
Apples,  broadcast  on  June  27,  was  supplied  in  part  at  least  by  G.  B.  Fiske, 
of  the  F,  &  V.  Division. 

The  East  Texa,s  tomato  deal  is  closing  with  a  total  of  800  cars  in- 
spected at  shipping  points  to  July  2.    H.  T.  Longino,  who  has  been  super- 
vising this  work,  ^ill  now  give  his  attention  to  peach  inspections  in  Texas. 
Several  hundred  cars  of  peaches  probably- will  be  shipped  from  that  State. 

J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr.,  who  recently  went  from  Mississippi  to  Georgia, 
has  been  assigned  to  Montezuma,  Ga.,  where  he  is  assisting  G.  A.  Dehaven  with 
peach  inspections. 

L.'G.  C.  Piercefs  address  in  Georgia  is  Port  Valley  (  Box  66  ),  instead 
of  Macon,  as  announced  in  the  last  D  L. 

A.  S.  Mason,  who  is  assisting  with  the  Georgia  peach  work,  spent  this 
week  at  Sparks,  Ga.,  inspecting  cantaloupes.    He  will  return  to  his  headquarters 
at  Monticello  about  July  J. 

W.  V.  Stephens,  who  has  been  training  inspectors  in  Georgia,  returned 
to  the  New  York  office  about  a  week  ago,  and  shortly,  will  begin  the  supervision 
of  work  at  shipping  points  in  New  Jersey. 

The  Tennessee  address  of  R.  H.  vonGlahn,  who  has  been  inspecting  apples, 
is  Spring  Hill  instead  of  Franklin,  Tenn.    This  work  likely  will  "be  completed 
next  week,  and  Mr.  vonGlahn  will  return  to  Georgia  for  a  short  period  before 
proceeding  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  will  assist  with  Jersey  inspections. 

F.  S.  Zimmerman,  of  the  New  York  office,  has  gone  to  Delaware  to 
supervise  the  inspection  of  apples  and  other  products.    His  headquarters  will 
be  with  the  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  at  Dover. 

Shipping-point  inspection  of  onions  will  be  started  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
Iowa,  in  about  a  week,  and  J.  E.  Dicker son,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  will  be 
sent  to  handle  this  deal. 

W.  C.  Hangs tafer,  of  the  New  York  staff,  has  been  in  Boston  for  some 
time,  assisting  with  inspections.    M.  L_  Benn  has  just  returned  to 
New  York  after  a  week's  leave.    A.  W.  Moloney,  Navy  Inspector  at  Brooklyn, 
will  be  on  vacation  the  la.st  half  of  July.    Herman  Beckenstra.ter,  who  is  now 
on  leave  from  Philadelphia,  expects  to  return  to  duty  about  July  20. 

I.IASKET  NET7S  MEN  should  be  sure  to  road  the  next  pages,  Paragraphs 
8b,  °/d         10b  were  received  too  late  for  proper  classification. 
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8b.    PQTQr.LkC  YARD  PASSING  CHANGED.  (Effective,  July  11) 

Effective  July  11,  change  the  time  in  the  meaning  of  FAJ  on  Shipments 
and  Receipts  page  of  the  code  from  11  A.M.  to  9  A.M.    The  meaning  of  FAJ  will 
then  read; 

"Potomac  Yard  reports  passings  during  24  hours  ending  9  A.M.  today, 
destined  as  follows;" 

Similarly,  change  the  hour  on  the  meaning  of  EAK  from  11  A.M.  to  9  A.M. 

For  some  9  months  in  the  year.a; jnember  of  the  Washington  force  visits 
Potomac  Yard  every  morning  and  takes  personally  from  the  train-sheet  records 
a  statement  of  the  passings  during  the  previous  2k  hours.    These  destinations 
are  arranged  "by  commodities  and  wired  to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Circuits, 
southern  field  offices,  and  to  private  firms  requesting  the  information. 

From  16  to  22  complete  trains  leave  the  yard  daily  with  fruits  and 
vegetables.    These  trains  never  move  at  exactly  the  same  hours  on  different 
days,  and  frequently,  when  the  movement  to  certain  points  is  heavy,  extra 
trains  will  be  added  to  the  schedule,  or  a  train  may  be  run  in  two  sections  a 
little  distance  apart.    Below  are  given  the  passings  for  three  typical  days 
with  the  chief  points  to  which  the  trains  are  destined: 


Week  Day 

Week  Day 

Sunday 

A.  M. 

A.  M. 

A.  M. 

1:00 

New  York  City 

■3- 

00 

West  Va.  -  Ohio 

2 

:10 

West  Va.  points 

2'MO 

Pittsburgh-Buffalo 

y 

05 

Phila.  -N.J. Points 

3 

'10 

New  York 

3:20 

New  York 

3: 

50 

New  York 

3 

'25 

New  York  -  Phila. 

U:20 

New  York 

u 

20 

Washington 

3 

*5 

Pittsburgh  -West. N.Y. 

4:20 

Washington 

u, 

30 

Boston 

k 

=35 

Boston 

5-'05 

Boston 

5 

15 

New  York  -  Phila. 

k 

50 

Pittsburgh-West,  N.Y, 

6:10 

Philadelphia 

5 

*5 

Pittsburgh  -  West.N>Y5 

:05 

Boston  -  Baltimore 

6:40 

Baltimore 

6 

•05 

New  York 

5 

20 

New  York 

7:30 

Philadelphia 

7. 

:00 

Baltimore 

5' 

30 

Philadelphia 

10:U5 

P i  1 1 s bur gh-Buf f a 1 0 

7 

:05 

Boston 

5 

45 

Philadelphia 

11:20 

Philadelphia 

10 

:05 

Pittsburgh-Buffalo 

6 

-15 

Boston 

11 

ilO 

Philadelphia 

6 

:25 

Washington 

P.  M. 

P.  M. 

l 

>'1S 

Baltimore 

1:30 

Washington 

12 

:00 

W.  Va-  -  Chicago 

7 

:20 

Pittsburgh-Buffalo 

2:55 

Delaware  &  N.  J. 

1 

:20 

Washington 

7 

:30 

Pittsburgh-West .N.Y. 

7:00 

Philadelphia 

7 

:50 

Philadelphia 

10 

:30 

Pittsburgh 

11:35 

Washington 

9:^0 

New  York 

10 

:55 

Phi lade lphia 

ll:Uo 

Pa .pts . -Harrisburg 

11 

:15 

Washington 

P.  M. 

York,  etc. 

11:20 

Pittsburgh-rWest  .N.Y 

,  6:40 

New  York 

11:55 

West  Virginia-Ohio 

7:35 

Philadelphia 

7:4o 
9:00 
9:00 

Pi  1 1  sbur gh-We st .N.Y . 
West  Virginia  points 
Washington 

According  to  officials  at  Potomac  Yard,  trains  leaving  the  Yard  up  to 
6  A.  M.  will  reach  Boston  and  New  England  points  in  time  for  the  market  of  the 
second  morning  following.    Trains  leaving  up  to  6:45  A.  M.  will  reach  Bolton 
Station,  Baltimore,  in  time  for  that  afternoon's  market.    Trains  leaving  up  to 
3:30  A.M.  will  be  delivered  in  New  York  in  time  for  the  following  morning's 
market.    About  10:30  A.M.  is  the  last  time  at  which  trains  can  leave  the  Yard 


(continued  over) 
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to  be  delivered  at  Pittsburgh,  Buffalo  and  other  northern  New  York  points 
the  second  following  morning.     Trains  for  Philadelphia  can  leave  as  late  as 
2:30  P.M.  with  delivery  guaranteed  for  the  following  morning, 

Formerly, passings  were  being  secured  up  to  11  k.U    of  the  current  day. 
Recently,  however,  due  to  a  rearrangement  of  train  schedules  and  to  a  delay 
of  preparation  of  train  sheets  in  the  Yard,  it  has  rarely  been  possible  to 
secure  the  passing  figures  on  the  trains  to  Pittsburgh,  Buffalo,  etc.  leaving 
between  10:00  and  10:5-5.     It  has  been  thought  best  for  this  reason  to  change 
the  breaking  point  of  the  passings  to  3  A. hi.  as  indicated  above. 


9^  •     DESCRIPTION  OF  POTATOES  IN  MARKET  REPORTS. 

The  use  of  the  U.  S.  grades  for  potatoes  has  now  become  so  universal 
that  "No.  lu  usually  means  "U .  S.  No.  1"  except  for  stock  from  southern 
States.    For  most  early  stock  "No.  1"  means  "No.  1  size,"  or  technically 
"U,  S.  No.  1  size."    However,  it  seems  best  to  eliminate  the  plain  term 
"No.  1"  from  the  market  news  reports  on  potatoes.    The  following  procedure 
should  be  followed  in  quoting  potatoes! 

1.  When  stock  is  branded  or  sold  as  U-  S    No.  1,  and  when  it  obviously 
meets  the  U.  S.  grade  requirements  whether  it  is  sold  on  that  basis  or  not, 

it  should  be  quoted  in  the  reports  as  "U.  S.  No.  1."    This  will  necessitate 
some  checking  by  the  reporter,  and  careful  judgment  will  be  needed.  Seeing, 
the  first  potatoes  coming  from  each  new  shipping  section,  either  when  reporting 
the  market  or  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  least  occasionally  thereafter,  will 
aid  in  determining  the  grade;  and  the  reporter's  observations  can  be  checked 
by  consultation  with  Inspectors.    Reports  by  shipping-point  supervisors  as 
published  in  the  D.  L.  also  will  help. 

2.  When  stock  obviously  falls  below  the  U.S.  grade  requirements,  as 
much  of  the  output  from  North  and  South  Carolina  has  done  this  year,  disregard 
the  fact  that  it  may  be  sold  on  the  market  as  "No.  1,"  and  quote  it  by 
appearance,  using  suitable  phrases  from  the  "JI-JU"  page.-  of  the  code,  or 
English  if  necessary  to  bring  out  clearly  how  it  looks.    If,  by  "No.  1," 

V8q,  1  size"  is  meant,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  describing  the  stock  as 
"PEWAB  SIZE."     It  is  realized  that  often  close  examination  of  the  potatoes 
cannot  be  made  by  the  market  reporter,  but  much  help  can  be  had"  from  the 
Inspectors , who  will  know  how  the  bulk  of  the  receipts  from  the  various  sections 
are  running.    When  the  potatoes  are  on  the  border  line,  and  may  or  may  not  be 
up  to  grade,  it  will  probably  be  best  to  describe  the.ra  as  "U.  S.  No.  1" 
rather  than  underquote  them. 

Suggested  sample  quotations  follow.;  "cloth- top  stave  barrels  Irish 
Cobblers  -  Eastern  Shore  Virginia,  U-  S.  No.  1,  $U.OO-U.25;  North  Carolina, 
U.  S.  No.  1  size,  quality  generally  good,  many  slightly  decayed  $3-00-3-50, 
best  sound  stock  $3 . 75-U .00 . " 

This  procedure  may  make  slightly  longer  potato  reports,  and  it  may 
take  more  time  to  get  quotations  on  the  basis  outlined  above,  but  such  reports 
will  be  more  accurate  and  of  more  value  to  shippers,  receivers,  or  freight 
claim  agents  than  are  the  present  reports. 

10b.    CEAITGE  ON  "III"  PAGE  OF  CODE.     (Effective  July  11) 

On  the  "III"  (Peaches)  page  of  the  code,  change  the  terminal 
UJ     Clings  to  read 

UJ      1  3/4  inch  minimum,  S.W.S. 
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Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C, 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div*  Issued  every  Friday, 

DIVISION  LETTER r  VOL,  5.  NO.  2? 
July  11,  132k. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    RECORD  OF  DISCIPLINARY  ACTIONS. 

It  seems  to  be  believed  by  many  that  an  employee  of  the  Government 
must  commit  some  offense  which  would  be  punishable  by  court  action  before 
he  can  be  punished  or  dismissed  from  the  service.    Such,  however,  is  far 
from  the  fact,  and  in  order  that  the  members  of  our  faithful  and  efficient 
force  may  know  that  we  are  doing  all  we  can  to  safeguard  their  good  reputa- 
tion and  to  prevent  under sirable  persons  from  remaining  among  us,  the  follow- 
ing instances  are  cited* 

(a)  a  regularly  appointed  member  of  the  force,  while  in  training 
for  the  Inspection  Service,  was  found  to  have  cheated  in  one  of  Dr.  Link's 
examinations  by  receiving  help  from,  or  copying  from  the  paper  of,  another 
employee*    He  was  given  an  opportunity  to  resign  or  face  charges,  and 
promptly  tendered  his  resignation* 

(b)  An  Inspector,  who  had  been  some  time  on  our  force,  entered  upon 
a  number  of  certificates  issued  in  one  day  such  hours  of  inspection  as  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  work  had  extended  over  about  ten  hours,  whereas 
the  work  was  done  in  about  four  hours  or  certainly  in  less  than  five.  In 
an    expense  account  submitted  at  the  same  time,  false  statements  were  made 
as  to  the  hours  of  arrival,  and  departure  of  trains,  apparently  also  for  the 
purpose  of  concealing  the  actual  amount  of  time  devoted  to  making  these  in- 
spections.   The  amount  of  reimbursement  was  not  increased  by  these  false 
entries  so  that  the  Government  was  not  defrauded  of  any  money,  but  the  act 
constituted  a  falsification  of  an  official  record,  both  as  to  official  travel 
and  as  to  the  inspections  made.    Upon  the  discovery  of  these  facts,  the  sit- 
uation was  presented  to  the  Inspector  in  a  letter,  stating  that  if  his 
resignation  was  not  promptly  forthcoming  the  case  would  be  submitted  to  the 
Secretary's  Office  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  formal  charges  looking 
toward  his  dismissal*    Again  the  resignation  was  promptly  forthcoming* 

(c)  A  trusted  member  of  the  force  was  given  supervision  of  a  small 
shipping-point  inspection  deal,    Later,  it  was  reported  that  on  at  least 
one  occasion  he  had  appeared  in  public  noticeably  under  the  influence  of 
liquor*    He  protested  that  this  statement  ^as  based  upon  prejudice  rather 
than  upon  facts  and  that,  while  he  had  used  liquor  more  or  less  for  many 
years,  it  had  never  interfered  with  his  work0    Upon  a  subsequent  occasion  he 
was  accused  of  reporting  for  duty  with  the  strong  odor  of  liquor  on  his 
breath*    Again  he  insisted  that  it  was  all  a  mistake*    Meantime  he  had  been 
employed  as  an  Inspector  and  a  Supervising  Inspector  in  several  other 
producing  districts.    Months  passed  without  further  development,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  return  him  to  one  of  these  districts  to  resume  supervision  of 
shipping-point  inspection  work.    Then  came  a  protest  from  a  responsible  local 
source  with  a  specific  statement  that  on  a  certain  day  this  employee  had 
appeared  under  the  influence  of  liquor  at  a  certain  packing  house  and  had 
actually  given  liquor  to  some  of  the  employees.     (Continued  over) 
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Upon  receipt  of  this  information  this  office  gave  him  an  opportunity 
to  tender  his  resignation  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary's  Office  with 
a  full  statement  of  all  the  circumstances  for  such  further  action  as  the 
Department  might  deem  proper.    His  resignation  not  being  received  immediately, 
the  Secretary's  Qffice  issued  orders  suspending  him  from  the  service,  pend- 
ing the  investigation  of  charges.    The  next  day  his  resignation  was  received. 

In  all  such  cases  this  Division  makes  it  a  point  to  place  a  full 
record  of  the  case  in  the  files  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  where  it  -ill 
come  to  light  in  case  the  employee  is  ever  again  an  applicant  for  appoint- 
ment or  reinstatement.    Bur ther more,  in  all  such  cases  this  Department 
reports  the  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  resignation  to  the  Civil  Service 
Commission,    Therefore,  if  this  person  ever  appears  as  an  applicant  for 
another  examination,  the  Commission  is  on  notice  that  his  previous  service 
was  unsatisfactory  and  his  chance  for  further  employment  is  prejudiced 
accordingly  by  the  adverse  record  on  file  with  the  Commission, 

If  an  employee  is  guilty  of  some  minor  offense  which  justifies 
punishment,  and  if  he  accepts  the  punishment  in  good  faith,  admits  his 
error,  and  promises  to  avoid  it  in  the  future,  it  seems  both       unjust  and 
unnecessary  to  advertise  the  matter  throughout  the  Division,  thus  putting 
the  employee  at  a  needless  disadvantage  in  the  eyes  of  those  with  thorn  he 
must  be  associated*    But,  when  offenses  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  justify 
separation  from  the  service,  it  is  believed  that  everyone  in  the  Division 
should  know  just  what  action  has  been  taken. 

WELLS  A.  SHEEi/M, 

Specialist  in  Charge, 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division, 

2a,    REQUEST  SUPPLIES  III  ADgMCE  OF  NEEDS f 

It  is  requested  that,  if  possible,  inspection  certificates  and  other 
supplies  be  ordered  on  the  prescribed  Form  BAE-gg  far  enough  in  advance  to 
permit  delivery  from  Washington  in  time  to  meet  the  needs.    Every  rush 
order  entails  considerable  additional  work  in  Washington,  not  only  in  our 
Division  but  in  the  Bureau  Section  of  Supplies,    The  leased  wire  should 
not  be  used  for  such  purposes  except  in  urgent  unanticipated  instances, 

3a.    RETURN  RECEIPTED  REQUISITIONS  PROMPTLY. 

As  soon  as  supplies  or  equipment  are  received,  the  requisitions 
covering  such  articles  should  be  receipted  and  the  Bureau  copy  forwarded  to 
Washington,    In  some  cases  this  matter  has  been  overlooked.     In  the  case 
of  articles  ordered  from  a  contractor,  payment  for  the  purchase  can  not 
be  made  until  the  Bureau  is  advised  that  the  articles  have  been  delivered 
and  are  in  accordance  with  the  order. 
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MARKET  MEWS  SERVICE 

»■   ' — ~  —4- 

lb.     SEmI-AIOTAL  REPORTS  DUE  FROM  MARKET  STATIONS^ 

Reports  of  activities  during  the  first  half  of  I92U  were  due  from 
all  market  stations  on  July  1.    1o  date,  only  two  have  "been  received, 

2b.     DEVELOPMENTS  IN  DENVER. 

In  his  latest  semi-annual  report,  John  D#  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office^ 
advises  that  he  will  issue  mimeographed  reports  on  lettuce,  cabbage  and 
mixed  vegetables  for  the  benifit  of  Colorado  growers  and  shippers,  starting 
about  July  15  and  continuing  until  October, 

Mr,  Snow,  among  his  other  publicity  activities,  furnishes  a  monthly 
review  of  the  produce  movements  and  markets  for  publication  in  the  Western 
Fruit  Grower.    This  review  is  written  from  the  western  standpoint, 

He  also  is  making  a  series  of  large  graphs  or  charts.,  depicting  the 
shipments  and  prices  of  Colorado  fruits  and  vegetables,    These  charts  will 
be  displayed  on  the  walls  of  the  office  for  the  instruction  of  visitors. 

3b.    IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  JULY  S: 

Bage  5  *  Peanut  Market  Shows  Increased  Activity, 

6  -  Special  paragraph  on  wa,tprmplor>s  in  weekly  review, 

7  -  Heavy  shipments  of  cabbage  from  Texas,  (filler) 

-  Asparagus  shipments  to  the  end  of  June,  (filler) 

-  Honey  Outlook  Unusually  Variable, 

8  -  Imperial  Valley  Cantaloupes,  -  by  C,  Et  Sennit z  &  C,  E.  Prince, 

-  North  Carolina  Dewberries  Important, 

-  High  Potato  Prices  in  United  Kingdom, 

11  -  Active  apple  season  in  Tennessee,  (filler) 

-  Season's  strawberry  shipments  to  July  1,  (filler) 
16  -  Mediterranean  Almond  Situation. 

kb,     CARLOT  SHIPMENT  REPORT  ISSUED  FOR  NORTHWEST. 

The  Spokane  office  has  recently  issued  a  40-page  mimeographed  report, 
giving  the  carlot  shipments  of  26  fruits  and  vegetables  forwarded  from  the 
Pacific  Northwest  during  1923,    The  total  for  Washington  was  53,8°9  cars, 
Idaho  28,253,  Oregon  14,377  and  Montana  1,677  cars,  making  a  grand  total  of 
9S,ll6  cars. 

The  main  body  of  this  Spokane  report  comprises  detailed  tables,  show- 
ing the  carlot  shipments  for  1923  by  individual  shipping  stations  in  the  four 
States  indicated  above.    A  similar  report  was  distributed  some  time  ago  by  the 
Lqs  Angffl  as  of fic.fi,  showing  shipments  by  products  and  by  stations  in 
SaJ  i  fomi  a ,  Arj  ^ona  ^nri  Npvada,    Offices  having  use  for  these  comprehensive 
statistical  summaries  can  request  copies  directly  from  Spokane  and  Los  Angeles, 
The  number  of  copies  available  is  limited, 

5b.    ARTICLES  FOR  "CROPS  AND  oARKETS." 

Employees  in  the  field  particularly,  or  at  market  stations,  should 
feel  free  to  submit  articles  for  "Crops  and  Markets"  whenever  interesting 
developments  occur.    Do  not  wait  to  be  a. sired  for  material, 
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£b-     STP.AU32RFJZS  USED  BY  JUICB  I.^TOTACTIHSRS . 

In  a  letter  of  July  3,  J.  G.  Scott,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  gives 

additional  information  on  the  Maryland  end  Delaware  strawberry  deal: 

"We  have  found  that  juice  manufacturers  operated  at  Marion  Station, 
Princess  Anne,  Fruitland  and  Salisbury,  Maryland,  and  at  Selbyville 
and  Georgetown,  Delaware,  this  season.     I  believe  that  it  will  "be  next  to 
impossible  to  get  an  estimate  on  the  totalfoi  crates  of  berries  packed. 
At  Princess  Anne  one  company  packed  3.5SO  crates  and  paid  $3-00  per  crate, 
capped.     This  is  a  very  small  pack  for  this  concern.     I  do  not  know  about 
others.     I  also  understand  that  another  company  operated  at  Kingston, 
Maryland,  and  paid  $3-00  but  packed  many  more  then  the  house  at  Princess 
Anno . " 

7b;    VEGETABLE  AND  3EP?d  SITUATION  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Continuing  in  his  letter  of  July  3,  Hr.  Scott  tells  of  the  arrival 
of  now  products  in  Philadelphia: 

"New  Jersey  tomatoes,  peppers,  celery  and  new  potatoes    are  on 
this  market  this  week.    Delaware  blackberries  and  raspberries  are  coming 
in  heavy.    Delaware  and  Maryland  cucumbers  wore  on  the  market  the  first 
time  this  morning.    Jersey  will  bo  shipping  raspberries  in  car-lots  next 
week. 

"The  Japanese  Beetle  quarantine  has  hit  things  pretty  hard  here. 
Several  canners  bought  gooseberries  this  week,  expecting  to  ship  them  to 
Baltimore,  and  after  purchasing  them  found  that  thoy  could  not  be  shipped. 
Prices  on  many  vegetables  have  taken  a  drop,  simply  because  the  stuff 
could  not  be  shipped  out  of  the  city.     Snap  beans,  turnips  and  peas  have 
suffered  more  than  other  commodities . " 

8b.    EARLY  POTATO  PROSPECT"  IN  HIEEZSGTA. 

The  following  letter  of  July  8,  from  P.  M.  Ferguson,  of  I.iinneapolis 
office,  gives  a  glimpse  of  the  local  potato  situation: 

•  "Last  Sunday  .and  on  the  afternoon  of  July  Hth,  I  made  short  trips 
to  the  potato-growing  section  within  a. radius  of   .10.  to  12  miles 
of  the  city.     The  early  crop  is  looking  better  than  it  has  over  looked, 
and  all  indications  no-  are  that  it  will  bo  a  bumper  crop.  This 
morning  there  were  about  25  or  ^0  bushel s~ of  homegrown  potatoes  at  the 
public  market  and  the  stock  was  exceptionally  fine.    It  sold  readily 
at  $1.50  per  bushel. 

"The  larger  growers  and  dealers  anticipate  that  the  loading  stations 
will  be  operating  in  a  small  way  by  the  latter  part  of  next  week.  One 
of  the  largo  shippers  at  Osseo  told  me  that  his  men  had  been  as  far 
north  as  Bemidji  and  the  conditions  throughout  that  section  were  practi- 
cally the  same  as  here.  •  About  the  only  thing  that  could  affect  the  crop 
now  to  any  groat  extent  would  be  hail  or  heavy  rains." 

"9o-    ANQTHEH  JITlD  STATION  SUE-l-^PT. 

This  week,  thoro  is  being  distributed  C.  E.  Schultz's  summary  of  the 
CALIFORNIA  PEAR  DEAL.,  Season  of  1923.     It  contains  IS  pages,  including  a 
lot  of  valuable  statistics  on  pears . 


H.  \'i  .  STILL'., ELL, 

Specialist  in  iv&rket  News 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS 

OF  MARKET 

NEWS  SERVICE 

STATIONS 

Mail 
List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  Close 

EA LEIGH,  N.  C.  ** 

312  Agricultural  Bldg. 

805 

J.  D 

Evers 

Berries* 

Lettuce* 

S .  Beans* 

Potatoes* 

Dewberries* 

Cucumbers* 

Peaches 

Cantaloupes 

Watermelons 

May  6 
May  20 
June  2 
June  6 
June  9 
June  12 
June  23 
July  10 
July  22 

May  28* 
June  2* 
June  21* 
July  5* 
June  27* 
July  3* 
July  30 
July  30 

Aug.  15 

MACON,  GA.  ** 
Hotel  Macon 

S33 

V.D  .Callanan 

Peaches 

June  2 

July 

25 

VALDOSTA,  GA.  ** 
Hotel  Valdes 

832 

F  IT 

Scruggs 

Via  terme  Ions 

July  1 

July 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ  • 
Berryhill  Bldg. 

815 

G .  E. 

Prince 

Cantaloupes 

July  3 

Tn  1  \r 

0  uxy 

PR 

The  following  stations  probably 

will 

open  on  dates  indicated: 

IRES NO,  CALIF. 

919 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  21 

Nov. 

29 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

928 

G.  D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept 

.  6 

KEARNEY, NEBR. 

930 

H.  E  . 

Rut land 

Potatoes 

July  23 

Aug . 

30 

KENNETT ,  MO. 

819 

R.  L. 

Sutton 

Watermelons 

July  29 

Aug. 

20 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.  ** 

8U6 

R.  H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Peaches 

Apples 

.  Aug.  1 
Aug.  18 
Sept .15 

Oct. 

Sept 
Oct. 

31 

.  20 

31 

The  following  station  closed  on 

date 

indicated 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS 
First  Natl.  Bank  Bldg. 

811 

1 

ms  h. 

I 

■ 

Mosier 

Tomatoes 

June  10 

Closed 
July  9 

*  Report  discontinued.  **  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS : 
R.  M.  Peterson  -  Ga.  inspection  work.      R.  L.  Sutton  -  in  Pittsburgh  office 
R.  H.  Shoemaker  -  in  New  York  office.      R.  H.  Lamb-  in  Denver  office. 
W.  H.  Mosier  -  in  Fort  Worth  office.       W.  J.  Bertush  -  on  leave. 
A.  E.  Prugh  -  in  Kansas  City  office.        G.  D.  Clark  -  on  leave. 
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tvj       INSPECTION  SERVICE 

lc  .     NEW  SHIPPING-POINT  DEALS  - 

O-  N-  Harsha  opened  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  potatoes  at 
Orrick,  Missouri,  on  July  3-    Ke  advises  that  all  cars  are  being  marked  with 
the  number  of  the  Kansas  City  office,  and  information  regarding  any  cars 
inspected  on  this  deal  can  be  obtained  through  Kansas  City. 

Floyd  S.  Zimmerman  opened  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  early 
apples  at  Dover,  Delaware,  on  July  7-    Inquiries  regarding  this  work  should 
be  directed  to  W.  T.  Derickson,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets,  Dover.    The  early 
apple  deal  probably  will  last  three  weeks. 

Shipping-point  inspection  of  tomatoes  grown  in  Virginia  was  started 
at  Crisfield,  Maryland,  on  July  10.    These  tomatoes  will  be  carried  across 
the  Bay  on  boats  to  Crisfield,  where  they  will  be  inspected  as  they  are 
loaded  on  cars.    Cooperative  i'ederal-State  certificates  will  be  issued  on 
these  inspections.    N.  C  Farnsworth,  of  the  Washington  office, 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  work,  and  any  inquiries  regarding  certificates* 
issued  on  this  deal  should  be  addressed  to  nim  at  Crisfield,  Md.' 

Shipping-point  inspection  of  onions  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  section 
of  Iowa  starts  this  week,  to  continue  a  month  or  six  weeks-     Inquiries  re- 
garding these  certificates  should  be  addressed  to  J.  E    Dickerson,  Inspector, 
at  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa.    Mr.  Dickerson  has  gone  from  the  Chicago  office  to 
handle  this  deal . 

Inspection  of  lettuce  at  Hose,  Hew  York,  probably  will  begin  about 
July  15-    W:.  C.  Hackleman  will  spend  two  or  three  days  in  that  section, 
helping  to  get  the  work  started.    Inspections  will  be  handled  by  Spencer 
Duncan,  of  the  State  staff,  until  Harry  Duncan,  now  working  in  Georgia  on 
peaches,  can  return  to  New  York  to  take  over  this  lettuce  deal. 

2c .     FREE  COPIES  TO  SHIPPER  DISCONTINUED. 

As  mentioned  in  the  revisions  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  in  last 
week's  Division  Letter,  free  copies  of  certificates  to  shippers  are  discon- 
tinued.   They  should,  however,  be  sent  post-card  notices,  the  same  as  are 
now  being  sent  to  other  financially  interested  parties. 

3c .     SECOND  INSPECTION  REQUESTED  BY  SHIPPER  NCT  REINSPECTION. 

When  a  shipper,  who  has  had  his  car  inspected  at  shipping  point, 
requests  receiving-point  inspection  to  confirm  the  original  certificate, 
this  is  not  a  reinspection.    A  regular  certificate  should  be  issued  and  the 
usual  fee  charged-    A  second  inspection  is  not  a  reinspection  unless  the 
applicant  for  same  protests  the  accuracy  of  the  original  certificate- 

ke,     NEW  INSPECTORS'  CARDS. 

New  inspectors'  cards  are  being  mailed  to  all  Federal  Inspectors. 
Old  ca.rds  should  be  returned  to  this  office. 


MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  INSPECTIONS  vvILL  APPEAR  IN  NEXT  D.L. 
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5c,    DIRTY  POTATOES. 

Some  of  our  shipping-point  inspectors  have  protested  reversals  of 
their  potato  certificates  on  the  ground  that  the  stock  was, too  dirty  to  he 
classed  as  No,  14    Receiving-point  inspectors  should  use  eztra  care  in 
reversal  of  certificates  for  this  cause,  if  the  stock  is  otherwise  up  to 
grade*    Only  where  the  appearance  of  the  lot  as  a  whole  is  definitely  affected 
and  where  mud  is  caked  on  the  potatoes  should  a  shipping-point  certificate 
be  reversed  for  this  reason. 

The  following  items  are  from  SHIPPING-PC I NT  INSPECTORS*  LETTER ^No,  3, 
issued  from  the  Spokane  office  on  June  3O: 

6c «    DISTRIBUTION  OF  PUGET  S'T'NP  ^.TT'TCJ^ 

The  wide  distribution  "being  r?iven  to  ?uget  Sound  lettuce  is  shown 
by  the  delivery  points  cn  the  first  IS  cars  shipped  by  the  Puget  Sound  Vege- 
table Growers1  Associations    Pufi'a\oc  2  cars  J  Little  Pock,  2  oars;  Birmingham, 
Ala,,  2  cars;  Tulsa,  2  cars,  Oklahoma  City,  1  car  ;  Florida  points,  5  cars; 
Cleveland,  2  cars;  Minneapolis s  I  car*  Fargo,  1  car.    Repeat  orders  were 
coming  in  from  several  of  the  points  where  first  cars  were  delivered*  Satis- 
faction of  customers  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  "lettuce  is  pre- 
cooled  prior  to  packing,  and  is  examined  by  the  joint  inspection  service, 

7 C .    GOOD  PRICES  FOR  WASHINGTON  HTRaWBEKRIES , 

A  report  from  the  Washington  Berry  Growers1    Association  indicates  that 
the  first  car  of  the  season  was  delivered  to  Montana  points  and  netted  the 
grower  $3»&5  per  2^4-pint  crate t    The  second  car  was  shipped  to  Chicago,  and 
sold  for  $5,22  per  crate  f ,o,b,  Sumner,  Washington,    Both  cars  were  shipping- 
point  inspected. 

gc«    OVER  7OO  GARS  INSPECTED  IN  UMATILLA  COUNTY  t  OREGON.. 

R,'  F#  Wilbur  has  submitted  an  interesting  summary  of  the  Inspection" 
work  in  Umatilla  'County,  Oregon*  for  the  year  June  1,  192}  to  June  13  192H* 
If  shows  that  335  cars  of  apples  were  certified  out  of  1.000  shipped,  313  cars 
of  prunes  out  of  1,120  shipped,  and  that  all  of  the  6?  cars  of  potatoes 
were  certified.    Last  year  was  the  first  season  that  joint  inspection 
service  was  maintained  in  Umatilla  CCunty-    In  previous  years  some  certified 
inspections  were  made  in  this  county  by  members  of  the  Walla  Walla  County 
(Washington.)  staff „ 

9  c ,    £P.13R^PRL^^,INSTE.aI)  OF.  DRIED. 

R„  Bv  Phipps,  District  Horticultural  Inspector  at  Vancouver,  Washington 
states  that  there  will  be  not  less  than  I^O  cars  of  fresh  prunes  shipped 
out  of  C]ark  County,  this  year,  on  most  of  which  Federal  inspection  will 
probably  be  requested,    Clark  County,  Washington^  is  essentially  a  dried 
prune  producing  section,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  great  reduction  in  the  ' 
prune  crop  east  of  the  Cascades,  by  reason  of  the  April  freeze,  is  responsi- 
ble for  Clark  County  growers  looking  to  the  fresh  prune  market  as  a  favorable 
outlet  for  a  portion  of  this  year's  crop. 
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IOC,     FRUIT  STQRaGE  AND  TIUHSPQRTaTIOH  IHVESTIGaTIOHS, 

J.  R,  i-Aagness  and  H,  C,  Diehl,  of  the  Office  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Storage  and  Transportation  Investigations  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
are  now  in  the  Puyallup  Valley,  making  a  study  of  the  relation  of  texture 
and  shipping  quality  of  berries  to  climatic  and  cultural  condition*  Their 
work  will  be  primarily  with  strawberries,  raspberries  and  blackberries* 
They  are  also  making  a  study  of  barrelling  and  cold-pack  methods  used  in 
the  Puyallup  Valley  and  other  berry  districts  of  western  Oregon  and  Washington, 

Sometime  in  August  &r4  Diehl  will  transfer  his  headquarters  to 
Wenatchee,  Washington,  where  he  will  remain  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  apple  harvest  and  shipping  period,  making  studies  of  the  maturity  pro- 
cesses of  different  varieties  of  apples  on  the  tree  prior  to  picking,  and  in 
storage  and  transit  after  picking, 

Messrs*.  Magness  and  Diehl  have  done  considerable  work  toward  perfect- 
ing a  pressure  device  for  testing  the  maturity  of  apples.    This  instrument 
will  be  given  further  tests  in  connection  with  Mr,  Diehl1 s  work  in  Wenatchee 
this  fall,  and  will  also  be  used  to  some  extent  by  the  joint  inspection  service 
in  standardizing  the  maturity  terms  as  used  on  the  certificates, 

11c,     flARLY  POTATO  GRaDSS, 

Following  are  the  grs.de  specifications  which  the  Three  Rivers  Growers1 
Association  is  using  this  season  as  a  basis  for  selling  the  early  potato 
crop.    The  association  ships  from  Kennewick,  Richland,  Pasco  and  other  points 
in  the  lower  Yakima  Valley  of  Washington j 
Pgckpri  in  Iflagsi 

Washington  Ho,  1  Early,  shall  consist  of  potatoes  not  less  than  one 
and  one-half  inches  in  diameter,  but  $0$  or  more  of  the  potatoes,  by  weight, 
shall  not  be  less  than  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  in  all  respects,  othem 
than  size,  the  potatoes  shall  meet  the  requirements  of  U,  S,  Ho,  1* 
PacVpH  in  SpcVs: 

Potatoes  in  sacks  shall  meet  requirements  of  U„  3,  Ho,  1. 

Prom  Georgia  Weekly  Hews  Letter  of  July  7; 

12c,    PjaCH  SITUATION  I  IT  GEORGIA. 

The  peach  movement  is  now  with  us,  and  every  man  will  have  more  than 
he  may  feel  at  times  he  can  accomplish*    This  condition  will  last  for  two 
weeks.    After  the  20th  of  July,  the  daily  movement  will  begin  to  fall  off, 
due  to  the  more  southerly  sections  being  through,  although  the  Thomaston 
and  Woodbury  districts  will  just  be  getting  under  way*    The  present  weather 
conditions  are  very  favorable  to  the  spread  of  Brown  Rot,  Considerable 
peach  Scab  is  noticeable  in  Elberta  orchards  in  some  sections. 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  federal- State  Inspection  Service 
in  Georgia  inspected  1,055  cars  of  peaches,  3  of  cantaloupes,  and  U  of  plums. 


3f„  G,  R0B3 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Leaving  Washington  Saturday  night,  L'r.  .Sherman  expects  to  be  in 
Tampa,  Fla.  ,  on  Monday,  July  lH,  for  a  meeting  with  a  special  committee 
of  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange,  at  which  negotiations  will  he  made  for 
possible  Government  inspection  of  the  tonnage  of  the  Exchange  the  coming 
season.    Robert  Bier,  now  at  Macon,  Ga. ,  will  meet  Mr.  Sherman  at  Jacksonville 
and  accompany  him  to  Tampa  for  this  conference.    While  in  Florida,  conferences 
may  "be  held  with  numerous  other  shippers  of  fruit  and  vegetables  regarding 
shipping-point  inspection  work.    En  route  to  Washington  the  latter  part  of 
next  week  Mr.  Sherman  likely  will  stop  off  at  Macon,  Ga. ,  and  Aberdeen,  N.  C.  , 
to  acquaint  himself  with  the  work  being  done  on  peaches  in  those  States. 

According  to  his  present  plans,  Mr.  Stillwell  will  leave  this  Friday 
afternoon  on  his  western  trip,  and  will  spend  Saturdayin  Chicago,  Sunday  in 
Kansas  City  and  Monday  in  Omaha.    He  expects  to  reach  Salt  Lake  City  by 
Wednesday,  spending  two  or  three  days  there  in  the  interest  of  the  Market 
News  Service,  before  proceeding  to  California  and  other  western  points. 

• ,  After  about  two  years'  service  in  the  Inspection  project,  H.  C.  Miller, 
of  the  New  York  staff,  resigned  the  early  part  of  July, 

Alva  C.  Hill,  of  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  as  a  Junior  Marketing  Spe- 
cialist by  transfer  from  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board,  and  will  report 
for  duty  in  New  York  City,  thus  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Miller.    Mr.  Hill  received  his  3.S.  degree  from  the  University 
of  Missouri  in  1922,  and  his  M.S.  degree  from  Iowa  State  College  in  1523. 
He  was  employed  as  a  Field  Assistant  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  for  a 
number  of  months,  and  since  February  has  been  a  Plant  Quarantine  Inspector 
in  New  York  under  the  direction  of  the  Horticultural  Board. 

R.  C«   Butner,  of  Chicago,  will  attend  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  Indiana  Farm  Bureau  Onion  Growers  s  Exchange  at  Warsaw,  Ind.  ,  on  July  15, 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  onion  grades  and  inspection  work. . 

S.  F.  Shreve,  Baltimore  Inspector,  has  gone  to  New  York  City  to  help 
with  inspections  in  that  territory  until  sometime  next  week. 

Being  about  recovered  from  his  recent  illness,  it  is  expected  that 
R.  C.  Rose  will  return  to  duty  in  Cincinnati  within  the  next  week.    A.  H. 
Polster,  who  has  been  handling  the  Cincinnati  inspection  work  during  Mr, 
Rose's  absence  the  past  two  inonths,  will  then  proceed  to  Chicago,  where  he 
will  assist  with  local  inspections. 

F.  S.  Kinsey  reached  Washington  on  Wednesday.     It  is  expected  that  he 
will  remain  here  for  a  few  weeks,  and  during  the  absence  of  N.  C.  Farnworth 
on  shipping-point  inspection  work  at  Crisfield,  Md. ,  Mir,  Kinsey  will  handle 
the  Washington  inspections  and  assist  with  other  work. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: ( Con  tinned) 

During  the  peach- shipping  season  in  North  Carolina,  A„  E,  Mercker  can 
be  addressed  at  Aberdeen,  instead  of  Raleigh,  N.  C# 

Wmg  E#  Lewis  has  now  left  Valdosta,  &a#f  and  "proceeded  via  Tifton  and 
Moultrie  to  Macon,  where  he  can  be  reached  through  Robert  Bier!s  office,  in 
Hotel  Macon. 

Early  next  week,  -  July  ik  and  15t  -  H«  A«  Spilman  expects  to  be  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  and  then  proceed  to  Seattle,  Wash. 

Or,  C#  Henny,  of  the  California  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Standardization 
Service,  visited  the  Washington  office  on  Tuesday,    Mr.  Heni\y  accompanied  an 
experimental  shipment  of  plums  from  California  to  New  York  City.    After  a 
brief  visit  to  Boston,  he  came  to  Washington  and  is  now  on  his  return  trip 
to  Sacramento,  via  Chicago  where  he  will  also  stop  a  short  while. 

Temporarily  at  least,  f,  J,  Baehler's  address  in  Louisiana  is  c/o 
Ponchatoula  Tavern,  Ponchatoula,  La, 

Having  closed  the  field  station  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  W,  H#  Mosier 
has  gone  to     .    Fort  Worth,  where  he  will  relieve  W,  D,  Cooge,  while  the 
latter  takes  a  brief  vacation,  and  will  also  assist  in  the  issuance  of  the 
daily  market  reports  on  Texas  watermelons  and  peaches. 

In  the  next  week  or  3.0  days,  H#  E.  Rutland  will  proceed  from  the 
Chicago  office  of  the  Market  News  Service,  to  Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  the  Kearney  field  station  on  potatoes, 

P,  M,  Patton  plans  to  make  a  short  trip  to  Philadelphia  early  next 
week  in  the  interest  of  shipment  reports. 

V4  Grt  Gibson  has  returned  from  annual  leave,  and  R.  S,  Lumbard,  who 
substituted  for  him  in  St.  Louis,  has  gone  back  to  Kansas  City  to  start  his 
own  period  of  leave.    A.  E„  Prugh  continues  in  temporary  charge  of  the  market 
reporting  work  in  Kansas  City. 

After  six  years'  service  in  the  P.  &  V.  Division  and  later  in  the 
Domestic  Wool  Section,  Miss  2uleika  Eelder  has  resigned  and  returned  to  her 
home  in  Texas,    Miss  Betty  P»  Krumm  has  been  appointed  to  Miss  Felder's  posi- 
tion, andwill  continue  the  handling  of  wool-profits  checks  in  the  ,office  of 
the  Disbursing  Clerk* 

.  EVERY  OFFICE  should  be  sure  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  33~page  summary 
of  the  1923  California  Crape  Deal,  prepared  by  C.  E,  Schultz  and  recently 
distributed  from  Washington,    It  is  a  most  valuable  compendium  on  the  subject 
of  grapes. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
.Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Thursday. 

DIVISION  LETTER.  VOL.  S..-  N0,  2Q  ■ 
July  IS,  192U. 
(  Cont  ent  s  Conf  ident  ial ) 

la.    RESULT  OF  VOTE  ON  D.  L.  INDEX. 

In  connection  with  the  complete  index  to  the  19^3  volume  of  the 
Division  Letter,  recently  distributed  from  Washington  to  all  technical 
employees,  a  ballot  was  circulated,  on  which  the  men  were  requested  to 
state  whether  they  like  such  an  index  or  would  prefer  to  have  reprinted  in 
pamphlet  form  at  the  end  of  every  six  months  all  the  instructions  and  rules 
and  regulations  that  have  appeared  in  the  separate-  Division  Letters  for 
those  six  months. 

It  was  felt  by  some  that  a  complete  annual  index  to  the  D.L.  is  such 
a  bulky  affair  that  it  is  rather  difficult  to  locate  an  item,  even  under  the: 
alphabetical  arrangement.    Furthermore,  since  a  large  part  of  each  D4L.  is  • 
NEWS  material,  of  more  or  less  temporary  value  and  which  would  seldom  have 
to  be  referred  to  by  the  average  employee,  it  was  believed  that  a  reprint  of 
the  items  of  permanent  value  -  such  as  instructions  and  regulations  necessary 
to  the  proper  performance  of  official  duties  -  would  better  meet  the  needs  of 
the  situation  than  would  a  complete  index.    These  consecutive  semi-annual 
reprint  pamphlets  would  then  become  "supplements1'  to  the  Handbooks,  and  would 
afford  convenient  reference  to  instructions  and  other  requirements  of  the 
service.;    Inspection  material  would  be  reprinted  separately  from  Market  News 
material,  and  the  front  page  of  each  pamphlet  would  contain  a  brief  index 
to  the  items  therein. 

Results  of  the  balloting  on  this  question  are  quite  interesting.:  The 
vote  was  not  at  all  unanimous,  but  a  considerable  majority  favors  the  reprint 
proposition,.   To  date,  S2  ballots  have  been  returned,  as.  follows: 
Proposition.  Votes, 
No.  1  -  I  favor  the  reprinting  of  D.L.  material  re  instructions,  5^* 

No,  2-1  prefer  a  complete  INDEX  to  the  D.L.  once  a  year   ..'  5 

No.  3  -  I  prefer  a  complete  INDEX  at  the  end  of  every  6  months.,.'  23 
*  Of  the  5^  who  voted  for  the  reprint  pamphlet,  39  want  only  that  and 
nothing_more;  10  wish  the  reprint  pamphlet  and  an  index  every  six  months;  . 
while  5  desire  the  reprint  pamphlet  and  a  complete  annual  index.; 

In  view  of  the  result s>  of.  this  balloting,  it  has  been  decided  to  issue 
reprints  of  instructions  and' similar  material  at  the  end  of  every  six  months, 
together  with  a  brief  index  to  this  reprinted  material.    The  Washington 
office  maintains  a  complete  index  to  the  entire  D.L. ,  but  this  mil  no  longer 
be  mimeographed  for  distribution.    It  is  hoped  to  have  the  first  of  the  re- 
print pamphlets  ready  within  the  next  two  weeks, 

2a,    KEEP  A  COMPLETE  FILE  OF  DIVISION  LETTERS . 

Every  permanent  branch  office,  and  every  traveling  field  man  who  can- 
possibly  do  so,  is  expected  to  keep  a  permanent  and  complete  file  of  the 
weekly  Division  Letters.    No  one  can  tell  just  when  reference  may  have  to  be 
made  to  some  important  item  in  the  D.L.    Correspondence  from  Washington 
headquarters  frequently  asks  men  to  "See  D.L.  for    (date)    .  Par.   ." 

In  other  words,  even  though  paragraphs  containing  instructions  will 
be  reprinted  at  the  end  of  each  half  year,  it  is  just  as  important  as 
heretofore  that  a  complete  file  of  D.L.'s  be  kept  in  each  office. 
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_3£E_:  ^  Division  Letter,  July  18,  1Q2U,   ,  . 

3a.-  .Mi  APPEAL  TO  CANTALOUPE  GRQ"ERS  AND  SHIPPERS. 

Gorrell  Shumaker,  of  the  North  Carolina  Division  of  Markets,  issued  on 
July  15  the  following  circular  appeal  to  cantaloupe  interests  in  that  State. 
It  is  a  good  example  of  the  commendable  efforts  being  made  "by  various  States  to 
have  growers  market  only  the  best  products: 

"Dear  Sir:-  '        •  *. 

"During  the  past  seasons  there  has  been  an' annual  race  between  a  few 
of  our  poorly-informed  cantaloupe-  growers  to  see  which  fellow  could  first  get  a 
shipment  on  the  market.    The  result  has  been  that  a  great  quantity  of  immature 
stock,  which  was  tasteless  and  practically  unfit  for  food,  was  delivered  into 
our  consuming  centers.    Doubtless  local  buyers  paid  the  growers  handsome  prices 
for  this  class  of  stock  and  were  able  to  unload  it  on  to  produce  men  in  the 
larger  cities  at  a  profit.    This  practice,  then,  would  seem  to  be  a  profitable 
one  for  both  growers  and  local  buyers.    But,  is  it? 

"American  farmers  at  the  present  time  are  growing  great  quantities  of 
perishable  products.     Great  nation-wide  advertising  schemes  have  led  to  the  con- 
sumption of  far  greater  quantities  per  capita  of  this  kind  of  food.    Bat  how 
successful  would  these  great  campaigns  be,  if  the  owners  delivered  a  poor  quality 
of  products-  on  all  orders  thus  secured? 

wThe  great  trouble  is  our  greed  for  gold'.    Like  the  owner  of  the  goose 
that  laid  the  golden  eggs,  we  do  not  look  far  enough'' ahead  to  see  the  results  of 
our  methods.     Instead  of  getting  fabulous  sums  for  the- first  shipments  of  im  - 
mature  melons  and  few  repeat  orders,  why  not  begin  at  the  first  of  the  season 
with  an  earnest  effort  to  ship  nothing  but  first-quality  cantaloupes?    We  can 
thus  build  a  good  reputation  and,  with  satisfied -customers,  we  can  well  expect 
repeat  orders  at  good  prices.  •* 

"Too  often  our  growers  attempt  to  blame  the  weather,  the  railroads,  the 
party  in  power  at  Washington,  or  some  other  force,  when  the  cause  for  unprofit- 
able -returns  lies  in  their  own'  methods . -  If  there  are  shipments  of  poor-quality 
cantaloupes  from  a  producing  section  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  the 'consu- 
ming markets -will  avoid  further  purchases  from- that  locality.  Naturally  prices 
cannot  be  other  than  low*  if  the -demand  is  so  limited, 

"Fortunately,  the  well-informed  growers  are  opposed  to  the  practice  of 
shipping  immature  stock  or  stock  of  poor  quality.  '  ' 

"The  Division  of  Markets  is  making  an  earnest  effort-  to  assist  North 
Carolina  growers  in  every  possible  way.-    We  firmly  believe-  that  the  biggest 
thing  the  growers  can  do  at  this  time  is  to  build  for  the  future  in  eliminating 
all  shipments  "of  faulty  cantaloupes. 

"N.C.  Division  of r Markets. 
Gorrell  Shumaker, 

Specialist  in  Marketing  Fruits  and  Vegetables." 


READ  ABOUT  THE  BRIX  HYDROMETER  TEST  . 
for  cantaloupes  on  another  page  of  this  D.L. 
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lb.    APJZCl^  g^ALOUPE  DEAL. 

Writing  under  da  be  of  July  Q  from  Phoenix,  Arizona,  G-eorge  3.  Prince 
gave  the  following  information  concerning  cantaloupes  in  that  district.  Mr. 
Prince  is  sharing  the  office  of  the  State  Agricultural  Statistician,  Mr.  Wells, 
at  Phoenix; 

n  The  crop  is  "being  handled  by  three  distributors  this  season 
and  they  seem  to  appreciate  our  service,  "but  with  the  small  number 
and  the  fact  that  the  two  larger  ones  work  closely  together,  no  distribution 
meetings  are  "being  held.    Am  shoeing  the  destinations  for  the  previous  ten 
days  on  each  report,  and  these  are  being  watched  closely. 

"The  acreage  is  placed  at  300C-35CO  acres,  and  the  carlo t  movement  is 
being  estimated  at  l600-1800  cars,   including  about  300  cars  of  Honey  Dews, 
but  of  course  the  total  movement  will  depend  largely  upon  weather  conditions 
Believe  that  yesterday  was  the  peak  day,  with  123  cars  ott*j  and  the  total  to 
date  is  5^3-     -ne  peak  day  usually  comes  when  about  one- third  of  the  crop 
has  been  moved.     Seems  that  the  movement  will  be  practically  over  by  July  25 

"One  of  the  distributors  has  just  informed  me  that  they  are  estima- 
ting the  Turlock  cantaloupe  tonnage  this  season  around  700  cars,  the  drouth 
having  cut  the  crop  considerably." 

2b.    TEXAS  MARKET  NZrS  SERVICE  SHOWS  DEVELOPMENT . 


Through  cooperation  of  the  press,  a.  splendid  timely  service  on  markets 
was  rendered  the  past  year  in  Texas,  according  tc  the  annual  report  of  the 
Texas  Radio  Market  Hews  Service  for  the  year  ending  June  36.    A  total  of  hfO 
telegraph  market  releases  was  carried  on  press  wires  out  of  Austin  in  the  year, 
the  market  stories  aggregating  77,500  words,    Besides  the  telegraph  reports, 
227  mail  releases  were  prepared  for  the  newspapers  of  the  State  and  for  farm 
journals,  and  150,000  detailed  market  sheets  were  sent  to  growers,  shippers  and 
handlers  of  Texas  perishable  products  during  the  watermelon,  turkey,  spinach, 
cabbage,  beet    and  carrot  seasons.    The  service  has  shown  a  decided  growth  in 
popularity  in  the  past  year,  according  to  J.  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Texas 
Markets  and  warehouse  Dept.,  who  has  charge  of  the  market  news  work  for  the 
State. 

3d.   orders  for  i:i;;z:.g?APH  paper- atd  envelopes,. 

It  is  requested  that  orders  be  placed  at  once  for  such  quantities  of 
mineograph  paper  and  envelopes  as  will  be  needed  for  delivery  prior  to  January. 

Ub .    FIVE  MORE  SuY:.--PIZS  OF  FIELD  DEALS  . 

Summaries  of  1923  field  deals  distributed  since  last  week  are: 
WESTERN  NEW  YORK  PEAS  DEAL ,  1923,  by  C .  L.  Brown  -  11  pages. 
CALIFORNIA  PLUM  AND  PRUNE  DEAL,  1523,  by  C  •  E .  Schultz  -  14  pages. 
COLORADO  PEACH  DEAL,  1923,  by  W.  J.  Bertush  -  lO^pages  . 

COLORADO  LETTUCE  DEAL,  1923,  by  John  D.  Snow  -  l6  pages.  _  . 

SOUTHWESTERN  IDAHO  AND  EASTERN  OREGON  EARLY  POTATO  DEAL,   1923,   oy  A .  E. 
Prugh  -  lH  pages . 
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5"b.     Ill  "  PROPS  AND  ilAHICETS"  FOR  JULY  12: 

Page  22  -  Special  paragraph  on  -peaches  in  the  weekly  review. 

23  -  Leading  markets  for  New  York  apples  in  I923  •  ...^filler) 

-  Heavier  Inspections  in  May, 

-  Berries  Hauled  "by  Truck. 

-  Use  of  oiled-paper  wraps  for  New  Jersey  apples,  (filler) 
2U  -  Georgia  Peaches  Active,  -  by  V.  D.  Callanan. 

-  North  Carolina  Peaches  Moving,  -  by  J.  D .  Evers; 

-  Iceberg  Lettuce  in  the  East. 

-  Additional  Market  News  Field  Stations. 

-  Shipments  of  California  plums  and  prunes,  (filler) 

6"b •     FEATURES  OF  KANSAS  CITY"  REPORTS . 

Wliile  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  market  reporting  work  in  Kansas  City, 
•A    S.  Prugh  has  introduced  a  number  of  new  features  on  the  stencils.    At  the 
top  of  the  daily  potato  reports,  which  are  now  being  issued  for  growers  and 
shippers  in  Kaw  Valley  particularly,  there  appears  an  outline  map  showing  the 
States  of  Kansas  and  Missouri,  with  the  Kaw  Valley  and  the  Orrick  sections 
plainly  marked.    Report  No.  5  contains  a  brief  article  on  the  advantages  of 
shipping-point  inspection,  and  a  list  of  Federal-State  inspections  in  each 
State  during  the  nine  months  ended  March  31 .    'The  U.S    No.  1  grade  for  potatoes 
also  is  given  in  full  and  explained. 

On  the  Miscellaneous  Market  Report,  issued  at  Kansas  City,  Mr.  Prugh 
has  inserted  a  small  outline  map  of  U.  S.,  with  Kansas  City  plainly  marked  in 
the  center  of  the  country. 

7b.     COPE  CHANGE  QN%ATSR:,;ELQNS"pAGE1  EFFECTIVE  JULY  23: 

On  the  "SA-SI"   (Watermelons)  page  of  the  code,  add 

AN  -Thurmond  Gray 
and  change  AQ,  -Irish  Grey  to  read 

AQ  -Irish  Gray 

The  Thurmond  Gray  was  originated  by  C .  A.  Thurmond,  Perry,  Georgia,  and 
named  for  him.    Trade  papers  spell  the  other  variety  both  "Irish  Grey"  and 
"Irish  Gray,"  but,  as  "gray"  is  the  American  spelling,  we  will  standardize  on 
that  form. 

5b.    FILE  PgANUT  AND  HONEY  REPORTS  ON  TIiiE. 

Peanut  wires  are  to  be  filed  every  Tuesday  afternoon.    Last  Wednesday, 
it  was  necessary  to  ask  the  Telegraph  Section  to  stir  up  six  market  stations 
~  •   -"hese  reports  .    Four  were  finally  received  in  time  for  publication,  one 
.     ,  too  late  to  be  used,  and  one  never  was  received.    Securing  the  peanut  re- 
ports is  as  much  a  part  of  the  reporter's  work  as  getting  potato  or  peach 
prices,  and  these  reports  must,  be  obtained  on  time.     If  they  are  not  written  up 
early  enough  to  be  sent  over  the  circuit  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  they  should  be 
left  at  the  telegrapher's  desk  for  sending  the  first  thing  in  the  morning, 
before  the  shipments  are  placed  on  the  wire ,    whenever  the  peanut  report  cannot 
be  secured  and  sent  on  Tuesday,  Washington  should  be  advised  by  wire  as  to 
when  it  can  be  expected. 

Honey  and  beeswax  reports  are  due  on  the  lUth: and  last  day  of  the 
month.    In  spite  of  the  customary  telegraphic  reminder,  it  is  usual  for  one  or 
more  reports  to  be' missing  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  and  15th.    Please  bear  in 
mind.'  File  peanut  reports  on  Tuesday  afternoons;  file  honey  reports  on  the  14th 
and  last  day  of  the  month.  B.C.  BOREE, 

Investigator  in  Market  Survey 
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TEMPORARY  HELD  STATIONS  OP  I«ARaIT  NEVvS  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


Ma.il 

List  I      In  Charge 


Reports 

Pirst 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Mil  Close 

Berries* 
Lettuce* 
S  .  Beans* 
Potatoes  * 
Dew'berries* 
Cucumbers* 
Peaches 
oant a loupes 
Watermelons 

May  6 
May  20 
June  2 
June  6 
June  9 
June  12 
June  23 
July  15 
July  22 

May  2S* 
June  2* 
June  21* 
July  5* 
June  27* 
July  3* 
July  30 
July  30 
Aug.  15 

Peaches 

June 

2 

July 

T,VaterrreIons 

July 

Aug. 

15 

Cantaloupes 

July 

3 

July 

25 

RALEIGH,  N.  C.  ** 

312  Agricultural  Bldg, 


S05  J .  D .  Evers 


1/ACON,  OA.  ** 
Hotel  Macon 

M&CON,  GA .  ** 
Hotel  i^acon 

PHOENIX,  AMZ. 
'  Berryhill  31dg 


S3^  V.  D.  Callanan 

i 

j 

875 jF.  H.  Scruggs 

i 

i 

j 

S15|G.  E.  Prince 


The  following;  stations  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicated: 


FRESNO,  CALIE. 

•1 

919 

C.  E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  21 

Nov. 

29 

CALBOJLL,  IDAHO 

928 

G.  D . 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept 

.  6 

KEARNEY,  NEBR. 

930 

H.  E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

July  23 

Aug. 

30 

KENNETT ,  MO. 

819 

R.  L. 

Sutton 

..atermelons 

July  29 

Aug. 

20 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO. 

** 

sU6 

R.  H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Peaches 

A.pples 

Aug.  1 
Aug.  18 
Sept. 15 

Oct. 
Sept 
Oct. 

31 

,  20 

31 

The  following  station 

closed  on 

date 

indicated : 

Closed 

VALDOSTA,  GA.** 
Hotel  Valdes 

S32 |P .  H. 

I 

Scruggs 

Watermelons 

July  1 

July 

12 

*  Report  discontinued.  **  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  AS  SI  GN^TS  : 
R.  M.  Peterson  -  Ga.  inspection  work.        R.  L.  Sutton  -  in  Pittsburgh  office 
R.  H.  Shoemaker  -  in  New  York  office.       R.  H.  Lamb  -  in  Denver  office. 
W.  H.  Mosier  -  in  Port  Worth  office.         W.  J.  Bertush  -  on  leave, 
A.  E.  Prugh  -  in  Kansas  City  office.         G.  D.  Clark  -  on  leave. 


Xc  .     LIST  REI:TSPEUTIONS  AND  SEND  IN  WITH  YOUR  MONTHLY  REPORTS  . 

Some  offices  have  failed  to  send  the  requested  information  regarding 
re  inspect  ions  .    Monthly  Report  or  sheet  attached  to  it  should  show  the  number 
of  re inspect ions  made,  the  point  of  origin  of  the  shipment,  product  inspected, 
and  whether  or  not  the  shipping-point  certificate  was  reversed.    Please  do 
not  fail  to  send  in  this  information  with  your  monthly  report. 

2 c .     INSPECTIONS  REQUESTED  BY  SHIPPERS  TO  CONFIRM  SHIPPING-POINT  CERTIFICATES  - 

As  explained  in  last  week's  Division  Letter  (Par.  3C)»  inspections 
requested  by  shippers  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  shipping-point  inspections 
are  not  re  inspections  within  the  meaning  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

If  an  Inspector  finds,  on  making  such  an  inspection,  that  the  product 
is  below  the  grade  certified  at  shipping  point,  he  should  proceed  as  in  the 
case  of  a  reinspection .    Another  Inspector  should  be  called  in,  or,  if  there 
is  not  a  second  Inspector  in  the  receiving  market,  he  should  advise  his 
Supervisor  and  await  his  instructions. 

In  case  the  two  Inspectors  decide  that  the  shipping -point  certificate 
is  incorrect,  a  reinspection  certificate  should  be  issued  to  this  effect.  No 
charge  will  be  made  if  the  shipping-point  certificate  is  reversed.    If  it  is 
sustained,  the  usual  charge  of  $U  will  prevail, 

3c     REINSPECTION  OF  TEXAS  BERMUDA  ONIONS .  (BgOgMT) 

Fred  W.  Maily,  County  Agent  at  Laredo,  Texas,  has  requested  me  to 
furnish  information  regarding  reinspection  of  Texas  onions.    He  has  asked  the 
following  questions: 

1.  On  how  many  cars  was  a  reinspection  asked  for  and  granted? 

2.  How  many  reinspections  sustained  the  original  inspection  at  point  of 
origin?    Laredo  only. 

3-    How  many  inspection  certificates  were  reversed? 

U.    What  were  the  predominating  factors  or  causes  upon  which  the  reversals 
were  based? 

5.    What  were  the  predominating  factors  or  reasons  upon  which  requests  for 
reinspection  were  based? 

Will  you  please  give  me  the  information  from  your  office  at  once,  so 
that  I  can  furnish  Mr.  Mally  the  date.? 

MR.  MALLY  DESIRES  THIS  INFORMATION  AT  AN  EARLY  DATE .    ALL  REPLIES 
MUST  BE  IN  THE  WASHINGTON  OFFICE  BY  JULY  23- 

kcl    HOW  TO  HANDLE  AND  LOAD  GRAPES  FOE  MARKET. 

"Handling  and  Loading  Grapes,11  the  subject  of  Extension  Circular 
No.  171,  just  published  by  the  Extension  Service  of  the  University  ot 
Arkansas,  Fayetteville,  tells  how  to  prepare  grapes  for  market.    Pictures  and 
charts  are  used  to  illustrate  approved  methods  of  picking,  grading,  packing 
and  loading  the  fruit.    The  grades  for  grapes  adopted  by  the  Michigan  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  as  the  official  standards  for  that  State,  are 
quoted  in  full.    Tj^pes  of  containers  best  suited  for  packing  grapes  are  also 
discussed. 
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5c .     TOMATO  AND  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  IN  MISSISSIPPI . 

F.  S.  Kinsey  submitted  the  following  interesting  account  of  the  ,T:ork 
accomplished  in  Mississippi  this  season: 

"The  following  inspections  were  made  in  Mississippi  from  April 
18  to  June  23,  inclusive,  almost  all  the  miscellaneous  vegetables 
"being  inspected  during  the  month  of  May  and  almost  all  the  tomatoes 
during  the  three  weeks,  June  9  to  28' 


Cars 

Cabbage   ]>S 

Carrots   23 

Beans   27 

Potatoes   2 


Cars 


Turnips  ..  .  .  .  1 

Mixed  Vegetables.  lU6 
Tomatoes. . . . ■ ■ .  l,66l 

Total   1,898 

"At  request  of  the  shippers,  a  full  force  of  inspectors  was  put 
on  about  June  2.    About  all  the  inspectors  did  the  first  few  days  was 
to  turn  tomatoes  back  to  the  growers,  until  by  the  middle  of  the  week 
most  of  the  growers  had  decided  to  leave  their  tomatoes  on  the  vines 
until  the  week  following.     It  was  estimated  by  the  shippers  that  the  in- 
spectors thus  prevented  the  shipment  of  150  cars  of  immature  tomatoes  and 
stock  that  would  not  ripen  for  10  to  ik  days  after  shipment.  Experience 
for  the  previous  two  years  was  that  the  markets  hag.    been  glutted  at  the 
outset  witn  cars  of  Mississippi  tomatoes  which  were  either  so  immature  as 
never  to  ripen  properly  or  so  green  that  they  must  lie  in  the  terminal 
yards  for  a  week  before  being  suitable  for  marketing,  with  a  slump  in 
prices  at  the  outset .    A  common  remark  in  Mississippi  this  season  was  that 
the  Government  inspectors  had    saved  the  market. 

""A  peculiar  feature  of  the  tomato  inspections  was  the  use  of  ' street 
inspection1  at  Crystal  Springs,  Hazlohurst,  Terry  and  Payette,  the  points 
where  most  inspections  were  made .    Street  inspection  has  been  in  use  in 
•the  Mississippi  tomato  section  in  past  years.    Booths  are  set  at  con- 
venient points  in  the  town,  past  which  all  loads  are  brought  for  inspec- 
tion, and  slips  are  given  the  drivers,  indicating  whether  the  tomatoes  are 
to  be  loaded  into  a  'first  class  car'  or  a  1  second  class  car.1  The 
object  is  to  avoid  congestion  of  trucks  at  the  car  doors .    At  Crystal 
Springs,  12  street  inspectors  were  employed  during  the  peak,  who  were  not 
licensed  to  issue  certificates.    This  street  inspection  aided  materially 
in  preventing  trouble  for  the  car  inspectors.    Helpers  also  were  employed 
at  various  points  to  open  and  close  packages  for  both  street  and  car 
inspectors ." 

C '      POTATO  INSPECTIONS  IN  KM  VAL'LEY  • 

J.  Harold  Hoover  wrote  the  following  from  Topeka,  Kansas,   on  July  9— 
"The  potato  movement  has  become  quite  heavy  and  about  325  cars 
have  been  inspected.    C-eneral  quality  is  not  as  good  as  last  year,  many 
of  the  large  fields  showing  a  heavy  percentage  of  bad  scab,  and  a  great 
many  cars  do  net  grade  U-  S.  No.  1.    Much  of  the  stock  is  a  little  green 
and  is  skinning  badly,  but  by  the  first  of  next  week  the  quality  will  be 
much  improved.    The  fields  that  are  showing  scan  are  being  dug  first, 
and  this  stock  will  be  out  of  the  way  by  the  end  of  this  week." 

In  a. later  communication,  dated  July  12,  Mr.  Hoover  says  that  total  in- 
spections to  that  time  were  500  cars. 


328, 
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7c,     TESTING  C^]mT.J,GUP?:S  WITH  TBS,  BRIa  HY^QutS^R,, 

Ssrerybody  has  heard  of  maturity  tests  for  cantaloupes  made  with  the 
hydrometer,  but  not  everybody  understands  what  this  means  or  what  process 
is  involved.    The  hydrometer  is  floated  in  the  juice  of  the  cantaloupe, 
under  conditions  explained  below,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  instrument 
sinks  into  the  fluid  indicates  on  a  scale  the  percentage  of  soluble  solids 
or  the  density  of  the  juice. 

The  Washington-Oregon  Shipping-Point  Inspectors'  News  Letter  No,  H 
publishes  the  following  details,  as  originally  printed  in  the  California 
cantaloupe  inspection  circular  on  this  subject :- 

i'Aethod  of  inking  i-v?-turity  Test. 

In  selecting  melons  for  the  test,  three  crates  which  as  nearly  as 
possible  represent  the  minimum  maturity  of  the  lot  are  selected.    From  these 
crates, the  three  greenest  melons  in  each  are  taken  to  make  a  composite  sample 
for  the  test. 

^-pnaratus  Required: 
Food  grinder.  Two  pans  about  10#  in  diameter  by  deep. 

Knife,  iw.etal  cylinder. 

Spoon.  Balling  scale  hydrometer  with  thermometer. 

Cotton  b?„gs  or  cheesecloth.      (Note:  Brix  and  Balling  hydrometer  scales 

are  identical. ) 
iwethod  of  Testing: 

felons  are  cut  and  contents  of  seed  cavity  removed,  the  edible  portion 
is  removed  with  a  spoon  and  passed  through  the  food  grinder.    The  ground 
pulp  is  strained  through  cheesecloth  and  the  juice  poured  into  the  cylinder 
until  it  runs  over.    The  hydrometer  is  then  placed  in  the  cylinder  and  is 
allowed  to  remain  a  few  minutes  to  allow  the  air  in  the  juice  to  escape  and 
so  that  the  thermometer  will  record  the  temperature  of  the  juice.    Care  is 
taken  that  the  hydrometer  does  not  touch  the  sides  of  the  cylinder. 

The  reading  is  taken  just  at  the  top  of  the  liquid.    The  reading  of 
the  hydrometer  scale  applies  to  a  temperature  of  60°  F, 

When  temperature  indicated  is  above  or  below  this  figure  a  correction 
must  be  applied.    This  correction  is  shown  on  the  scale  within  the  hydrometer 
tube  and  is  added  when  the  temperature  is  above  60°  and  subtracted  when 
below  60°.    As  an  example:     Scale  reads  10.2,  thermometer  90°,  correction 
1.0  added  to  10.2=11.2,  the  correct  percentage  of  soluble  solids.  Since 
all  soluble  solids  do  not  consist  of  sugar,  the  certificate  should  never 
state  "sugar  content,"  but  should  be  written  "minimum  sugar  test   %tt 

The  saccharimeter  and  all  other  utensils  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed 
after  each  test. 

Exp.rrroles : 

(1)  xiature,  minimum  sugar  test  lQ„5^f  firm,  well  netted,  ground  color 
light  green  to  turning,  full  slip,  practically  free  from  defects. 

(2)  Immature,  minimum  sugar  test  slightly  flabby,  poorly  netted, 
half  slip,  ground  color  dark  green.    5  $0  \0)o  show  sunscald  or  are  otherwise 
defective, 

(3 J    Well  matured,  minimum  sugar  test  11*7$,  slightly  soft,  fairly- 
well  netted,  full  slip,  ground  color  yellow. 


Practically  the  same ■  .procedure  is  followed  in  testing  the  maturity 
of  grapes,  except  that,  instead  of  using  a  food  grinder,  the  grape  juice 
is  extracted  by  other  means. 
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The  following  items  8c  to  12c,  are  taken  from  issue  Wo,  H 
of  the  Washington-Oregon  Shipping-Point  Inspectors' 
News  Letter,  dated  Spokane,  July  10: 
{!•»  E.  Bailey  is  the  Editor) 

Sc.    WaLLa  WALLA  ONION  D5aL. 

The  first  car  of  Walla  Walla  onions  was  loaded  July  2nd,  which  was 
considerably  earlier  than  loading  in  a  normal  season,  and  the  peak  of  the 
shipments  probably  will  be  reached  some  time  this  week, 

Wendell  P.  Brown,  District  Horticultural  Inspector,  estimates  the 
crop  at  600  cars,  while  others  state  that  it  will  not  exceed  one-half  of 
last  year's  crop  of  S5O  cars,  on  account  of  the  smaller  size  and  the  loss 
from  seed  stems  this  year. 

The  hot  weather  about  ten  days  ago  caused  a  premature  ripening  of 
many  of  the  onions  and  stimulated  the  production  of  seed  stems,  so  that 
these  are  present  in  far  greater  quantity  than  they  are  found  in  most  years. 
It  is  a  simple  matter  for  the  growers  to  cull  out  the  seed  stems  in  the 
field  before  the  onions  are  topped*  and  those  who  are  following  this  practice 
are  generally  delivering  a  good  grade  of  onions  to  the  warehouses,  while  those 
who  are  not  are  having  loads  rejected  on  account  of  the  high  percentage  of 
seed  stems. 

Less  decay  than  last  year  is  being  found  so  far,    Mr«  Brown  is  not 
yet  prepared  to  state  whether  this  is  due  to  less  decay  being  present  in  the 
crop  or  whether  the  growers  are  culling  the  decayed  onions  more  rigidly  in 
the  field, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  root  rot,  which  is  the  form  of 
decay  that  has  always  caused  so  much  loss  in  the  Walla  Walla  onions,  is 
showing  up  in  small  quantities  in  fields  of  the  Walla  Walla  type  onions* 
grown  this  year  near  Pasco  on  land  which  was  just  reclaimed  from  the  sage 
brush  and. which  has  never  produced  any  cultivated  crop  before.    This  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  fungus  causing  this  decay  is  either  native  in 
the  soil  of  eastern  Washington,  or  is  distributed  by  the  seed. 

In  spite  of  the  reduced  crop,  Mr..  Brown  expects  to  certify  as  many 
cars  as  last  year,  when  210  certificates  were  issued. 

The  factors  calling  for  certification  on  all  shipments  are  the  Ryan 
Fruit  Company,  Pacific  Fruit  and  Produce  Company,  Valley  Fruit  Company, 
Walla  Walla  Vegetable  Exchange,  Robinson  Brothers,  and  Walla  Walla  Fruit 
Growers,  Inc. 

9c*    WSt^MsMM^M  NOTES  ON  THE  BEERY  CHOP. 

To  partially  compensate  for  a  light  spring  rainfall  and  the  mid-April 
freeze,  weather  conditions  during  the  harvest  period  have  so  far  been  almost 
ideal .for  raspberries.    The  two  or  three  very  warm  days  about  July  1st  caused 
a  small  percentage  o-f  sunburnt  berries,  but  the  entire  absence  of  rain  during 
the  harvest  has  enabled  the  picking  of  high-quality  berries,  with  excellent 
shipping  possibilities,  a  decided  contrast  to  the  rainy  harvest  season  of  a 
year  ago. 

If  the  April  and  laay  rainfall  had  been  normal,  and  the  spring  freeze, 
with. its  28°  temperature,  had  not  injured  the  bearing  canes,  the  Puyallup 
Valley  would  have  broken  all  past  berry-shipping  records  this  year. 

( Continued  over) 
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Pierce  County,  which  includes  the  Puyallup  Valley,  is  reported  by 
District  Inspector,  Henry  huff',  to  have  approximately  2,000  acres  of  rasp- 
berries, 640  acres  in  blackberries,  60  acres  in  loganberries,  and  last  year 
loaded  from  the  two  shipping  points,  Puyallup  and  Sumner,  a  total  of  slightly 
over  kOO  cars  of  berries*    Mr,  Huff  estimates  the  total  production  of  berries 
last  season,  on  a  fresh  berry  basis,  as  follows  J    5^0  cars  blackberries,  689 
cars  raspberries,  200  cars  strawberries,  l6  cars  loganberries,  3  cars  mixed 
berries,  making  a  total  of  l.USS,     The  difference  between  this  figure  and 
the  400  cars  shipped  fresh  represents  the  stock  which  went  into  cans,  barrels 
and  local  consumption. 

About  Gffi    of  the  Pierce  County  raspberry  acreage  is  of  the  Cuthbert 
variety,  which  is  known  as  the  sweet  raspberry  and  is  far  superior  in  flavor 
and  general  eating  quality  to  the  Antwerp,  -'iarlbo  rough  and  King  varieties* 
The  latter  are  known  as  sour  berries  and  make  up  the  balance  of  the  plantings 
in  the  county,    ifony  growers  prefer  to  grow  the  sour  varieties  because  the 
production  per  acre  is  higher.     Some  of  the  better  "berry  yards11  yield  an 
average  of  four  tone  to  the  acre  per  season,  while  others  range  down  to  as 
low  as  two  tons* 

10c,     INSPECTING  BEPdRIES  IN  PIERCE  COUNTY .  WASHINGTON^ 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  comment  upon  loading  and  inspection  methods 
in  Pierce  County.    At  Sumner,  where  the  Washington  Berry  Growers'  Association 
loa.ds,  the  berries  are  removed  from  the  truck,  touring  car  or  wagon  to  a 
belt,  which  conveys  them  into  the  precooling  room,    They  remain  there  until 
the  following  morning £•  about  9°?°  of  the  day 1  s -.picking  is  delivered  to  the 
loading  station  after  k  P.^,)  at  a  temperature  as  near  }2a  as  it  is  possible 
to  maintain.    The  following  morning  the  "berries.,  are  placed  on  the  same  belt 
and  move  out  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  into -the  car*    The  association 
and  Federal-State  inspectors  stand  by  the  belt,  just  outside  the  car  door., 
where  they  raise  the  lid  of  every  crate  and  examine  the  contents  of  the 
upper  layer  of  cups  as  the  crates  move  past  them*-    Any  crate  showing  over- 
ripe or  otherwise  seriously  defective  berries  is  removed  from  the  belt  by 
the  inspectors  and  later  diverted  to  the  cannery  or  into  LCL  shipments 
for  nearby  consumption,  according  to  conditions.     In  addition  to  this, 
the.  Federal-State  inspector,  at  intervals  during  the  loading  of  a  car,  sets 
aside  crates  which  he  examines  more  thoroughly,  through  both  upper  and 
lower  layers,  and  records  the  percentage  of  broken  berries  and  such  other 
defects  as  are  commonly  found  in  all  crates,  but  which  do  not  bar  the 
berries  from  first-class  shipping  stock. 

To  facilitate  inspection,  the  two  veneer ' boards, * which  form  the  lid 
of  the  crate,  are  fastened  with  but  two  4-penny  nails  in  the  outer,  edge  . 
of  each,  allowing  the  center  free  to  be  raised. 

At  Puyallup,  where  the  Puyallup-Sumner  -?ruit  Growers  1  association' 
loads#the  berries  are  received  on  warehouse  trucks, by  which  they*  are  con- 
veyed direct  to  the^car  door  without  passing  through  a  cooling  room.  At 
the  car  door,  the  two  inspectors  examine  each  cra.te  before  it  is.  passed 
by  hand  into  the  car,    After  the  car  is  loaded  and  sealed,  it  is  switched  to 
the  ice  plant,  where  air  at  a  temperature  of  J>2°  to  40°  is  blown  from  a 
bunker  room  into  a.  hatch  at  one  end,  and  drawn  out  at  the  other  for  30  to  45 
minutes,    About  5/b  of  salt  is  then  added  to  the  ice  and  the  bunkers  before 
the  car  is  rolled* 
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11c.     BERHY  PRODUCTION  IJ  KING  COUNTY .  waSPIIlGTQN  . 

District  Inspector  Darlington,  of.  Seattle,  has  :.urnished  the  follow- 
ing figures  relative  to  the  estimated  acreage  and  carlot  production  of 
"berries  in  King  County  for  last  year,  1923.     Carlot  figures  are  on  a  fresh 
fruit,  basis,  rather  than  on  the  basis  of  canned  or  ba.neled  stock: 

,     -;  Strawberries...  2,000a;  25O  cars!  Blackberries..,,  95°  A5  5°  c^rs 
Raspberries....  1,0C0a:    50  cars  j.  Loganberries..   ,  9OO  a;  UO  cars 
&r,  Darlington  states  that  he  has  not  yet  had  opportunity  personally 
to  check  these  figures,  and  he  believes  that  some  of  the  totals  may  be  ex- 
cessive.   The  greater  portion  of  the  berry  acreage  in  Kii'g  County  is  located 
in  the  White  River  Valley,  which  closely  joins  the  Puyailup  Valley,  in 
Pierce  County, 

V 

12c,    kl  SCFLLiUfeOUS  ATOTK.jLSTERP  INSPECTION  ITLi.S: 

Caring  the  month  of  June,  91  cars  of  head  lettuce  ai-.d  17  cars  of  mixed 
vegetables  were  inspected  at  shipping  points  in  King  Counts ,  Washington. 
The  record_for  that  county  during"  the  first  half  of  l$2k  waul  210  cars, 

i»,  £.  Johns 9  of  Kennewick,  Wash.,  was  inspecting  cheiry  shipments  at 
Cove,  Oregon,  last  week,  July  7  -  12. 

A  few  cars  of  potatoes  will  be  shipped  from  Eermiston    Oregon,  about 
the  middle  of  this  month. 

Wt  La  Shovell,  Chief  of  Montana's  Division  of  Horticulture,  reports 
that  the  commercial  apple  crop  in  that  State  will  be  limited  this  year  to 
125  cars  from  the  Bitter  Root  "'alley  and  25  from  the  Flathead  Valley, 

Federal-State  shipping-point  inspection  and  State  platform  inspection 
were  the  subjects  ftp  discussion  at  the  Wenatchee  Traffic  Association  lun- 
cheon on  July  11,  at  which,  representatives  of  both  Federal  and  State  services 
were  present. 

13 C ,     FRUIT  INSPECTED  aS  TO  G-R-J35:  POPULAR  IN  FOREIGN  i.^JTS, 

The  shipping-point  inspection  certificate  has  its  value  in  foreign 
countries  as  well  as  in  domestic  markets,  according  to  a  prominent  fruit 
grower  of  Virginia,  who  recently  returned  from  abroad  where  he  visited  the 
leading  apple  markets.    In  discussing  the  situation  with  the  Virginia  State 
Division  of  markets,  Richmond,  he  said  that  apples  bearing  the  "Valley  of 
Virginia."  trade-mark  and  stamped  "State  Inspected"  commanded  a  distinctly 
better  price  in  Liverpool  than  apples  lacking  these  characteristics. 

All  sales  in  Liverpool  are  ma.de  by  sample,  and  buyers  have  found  that 
the  Federal-State  inspected  apples  can  be  relied  upon  to  be  of  uniform  quality 
and  condition  and  that  the  samples  can  be  depended  upon  to  be  indicative  of 
quality  and  condition  of  the  entire  shipment.    Liverpool  buyers  stated 
£  this  is  not  true  of  non-inspected  shipments,  as  in  many  instances  the 
quality  of  the  fruit  goes  through  a  very  wide  range,  and  purchases  by 
samples  of  such  shipments  always  are  subject  to  a  discount  on  account  of  the 
element  of  uncertainty.    In  ca.se  of  sales  for  future  delivery,  x?here  there 
is  a  subsequent  decline  in  the  market,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  purchaser 
to  refuse  to  accept  delivery,  alleging  as  his  reason  a  failure  of  the  shipment 
to  measure  up  to  the  quality  of  the  sample. 

Federal-State  inspections  were  made  in  Virginia  last  year,  in  accord- 
ance with  an  agreement  between  the  State  Division  of  Markets  and  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  and  plans  are  under  way  to  handle  an  in- 
creased number  of  inspections  during  the  coming  shipping  sea.son, 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  New  York  office  inspected  for  the  U.  S, 
Lines  !l73,393  lbs*  of  vegetables,  l'9b',72l  lbs.  of  fruit,'  total  672, ll4,  of  • 
which' &1,904  Jbe.  were  rejected;  for  the  Munsori  Line,  l42.,S76  lbs.  of  vege- 
bles,  50,5S7  lbs,  of  fruit,  total  193,463,  of  which  31,286  lbs.  were  rejected. 

Other  products  inspected  by  the  Norfolk  office,  including  fresh  and 
cured  meats,  fish,  oysters,,  clams,  ice  cream  and  bread, were  in  the  following 
quantities: 

Navv  Marines 

Passed   I2O737  lbs.         2100  lbs. 

Rejected  ......         176  lbs,  .       __=___  ■ 

Total   120913  lbs.'...,    2100  lbs. 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following: 

Accepted  Rejected  ' 

Bread   12174  lbs.  0  lbs. 

Butter  .........  •  12O37.  lbs;-  •       1020  lbs; 

Cheese  1333  lbs..        '  600  lts» 

The  Vallejo  station  inspect dd  and  passed  37i7^->  lbs.  of  bread  and  100 
lbs.  of  roll 3  for  the  Navy. 
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lUc.  BENEFITS  Off  PINEAPPLE  INSPECTION  SETl VI ga, 

Hr.  Dunscombe,  President,  Florida  Pineapple  Growers1  Association,  of 
Stuart,  Florida,  writes:  "I  mig.it  further  state  that  I  feel  tie  inspection 
service  has  been  of  great  "benefit  to  the  deal  this  surxier,  not  "because  we 
were  selling  f.o,b»  and  used  these  certificates  in  that  connection,  but  because 
the  grade  and  pack  T7ere  higher  than  ever  before.    The  market  wus  inclined  to  be 
weak  and,  had  a  number  of  cars  arrived  and  shown  up  with  slack  pack  and  con- 
siderable decay,  the  market  would  probably  have  slipped  off  rapidly,  and  it 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  get  it  back.    As  it  was,  all  cars  that  were 
handled  promptly  made  good  sales;  there  was  little  complaint  of  decay  and 
none  of  slack  pack,  and  I  think  the  Association  as  a  whole  was  '-ell  satisfied." 
(-Prom  the  Georgia  Inspection  Service  Weekly  Hews  Letter. ) 

15  c     REVISED  .GRADES  FOR  ITORTHEIffi-GRO'.tN  OH  I  PITS . 

With  this  issue  of  the  B,L, ,  all  Inspectors  are  being  sent  copies  of 
the  revised  Federal  grades    for  Northern-Grown  Onions, 

F.  HOEB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

R_  N,  Balster  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Omaha,  where  he  will  substitute 
for  V,  V,  West  gate  during  the  next  few  weeks,    Mr,  Vf  est  gate  will  be  traveling 
most  of  the  time  among  shipping  points  in  Nebraska,  starting  this  season1  s  in- 
spection service  on  potatoes. 

Yfau  E,  Lewis  went  from  iviacon  to  Savannah,  &a- ,  on  July  15,  in  the 
furtherance  of  his  investigations  of  watermelon  grading, 

Shipping-point  inspection  of  lettuce  at  Rose,  H,Y,  ,  has  had  to  be  post- 
poned until  about  August  1,  because  of  the  prevalence  of  tip-burn  on  early 
plantings  in  that  district. 

Leaving  Washington  early  next  week,  E,  M,  Pat ton  plans  to  visit  rail- 
road officials  in  Toledo,  Detroit,  Chicago, . Milwaukee,  st.  Louis  and  Louisville 
in  the  interest  of  shipment  reports  of  perishables*    Ke  will  also  visit  E.&  V, 
Division  representatives  at  a  number  of  these  points, 

Paul  14.  Williams,  formerly  on  the  staff  of.  the  Market  News  Service  and 
later  with  Mr#  Samson' s  project,  but  now  connected  with  the  Warehouse  Division, 
is  at  present  on  atrip  to  southern  States,  making  investigations  looking  to 
the  establishment  of  Federal  grades  for  Hunner  peanuts, 

H,  Tm  Longino  expected  to  complete  the  inspection  work  on  tomatoes  at 
Jacksonville,  Texas,  on  July  lh»    Inspection  of  Texas  peaches  hardly  will  be 
started  until  the  25th.    Meanwhile,  Mr.  Longino  has  returned  to  Houston  for 
a  short  visit. 

W#  Winfrey's  address,  while  on  Georgia  peach  inspection  work,  is 
Box  6,  Montezuma,  Ga,    He  is  associated  with  G,  A.  DeHaven  at  that  point. 
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la.     GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA  PEACE  NE"S. 

The  movement  of  Georgie.  peaches  resulted  in  two  peaks  with  a  decided 
sag  between.    The  first  peak  came  with  the  vary  rapid  ripening  of  Hileys,  J0*10' 
ing  a  period  of  high  temperature  and  hot  nights.    Movement  reached  nearly  oOC 
cars  per  day  and  prices  declined  to  such  a  point  that  shipments  were  largely 
suspended,  since  the  fruit  was  not  returning  freight  and  package  charges.  Prob- 
ably 2,000  to  3,000  cars  of  high-class  fruits,  mostly  Eileys,  were  left  unpiekec 
in  the  orchards.    In  many  orchards  the  entire  crop  of  Georgia  Belles  remained 
unpicked.    The  second  peak  of  shipments  came  with  the  movement  of  Slbertas  and 
probably  will  reach  its  height  today. 

Carmans  from  North  Carolina  struck  an  unprofitable  market  because  of  the 
over-supply  of  Georgia  fruit,  and  considerable  quantities  were  left  in  the 
orchards.    TThen  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Bier  stopped  in  Aberdeen  on  July  21,  the 
picking  of  Hileys  was  in  progress  and  North  Carolina  growers  believed  that 
Georgia  Belles  would  be  marketed  from  their  section  so  as  to  realize  something 
more  than  freight  and  package  charges.  About  1,700  cars  may  be  inspected  in  N.C 

2a.     SERIOUS-  DROUGHT  IN  NORTHED  ST. 

Under  date  of  July  l6,  R.  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  wrote  the 
following  item  concerning  conditions  in  that  part  of  the  country: 

"The  continued  drought  in  the  Northwest  has  had  a  serious  effect  upon 
all  garden  truck.    Many  of  the  lettuce  fields  have  failed  to  develop  solid 
heads,  or  have  turned  early  to  slime.    The  cabbage  yield  is  seriously  cut,  and^ 
at  the  present  time  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  local  markets  are  supplied 
The  trade  is  already  looking  to  California  and  Colorado  for  supplies  of  cab- 
bage.   Prices  have  advanced  from  $1.75  Per  hundredweight  to  $^.50  for  local 
stock." 

3a.    BETTER  SERVICE  FOR  MISSOURI  POTATO  SHIPPERS. 

The  Missouri  State  Marketing  Bureau,  Jefferson  City,  has  been  successful 
in  assisting  the  potato  growers  of  the  Orrick  Valley  to  secure  a  2,4-hour  del- 
ivery service  to  Chicago  over  the  Uabash  and  Santa  Fe  railroads,  whereas  in 
previous  years  potatoes  from  that  district  reached  Chicago  on  the  third  morn- 
ing's market.    A  reduction  in  the  minimum  weight  per  car  from  30,000  pounds 
to  2U.000  pounds  was  also  secured.    Other  early-potato  shipping  States  have 
already  secured  the  24,000  minimum  and  Missouri,  therefore,  is  just  removing 
the  discrimination  that  has  existed  for  several  years. 


YOU  can  increase  the  value  of  the  Division  Letter  by  submitting 
short  items  concerning  new  developments  in  your  market 
or  your  producing  section. 
(Page  335) 


336  Division  Letter,  July  2*5.  192k 


j      55511  Erg  service 


lb.    POTATO  SITUATION  Ij  SOUTH  JERSEY. 

-.'-E.  R.  Bid.die,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter 
of  July  22: 

"The  l?ew  Jersey  potato  season  is  about  ready  to  open,  with  practically 
every  sign  against  it  except  the  crop.    After  several  years  of  poor  to  only  fair 
crops,  the  farmer  lias  been  blessed  with  almost  ideal  growing  weather  and,  from 
all  signs,  should  have  an  excellent  product  to  market.    The  trouble  now  is  to 
find  that  market.    The  latest  reports  I  hear  from  Virginia  indicate  that  the 
peninsula  as  a  whole  is  only  about  Sofa  through,  which  means  they  will  keep  the 
market  in  the  East  plugged  full  until  the  middle  of  August  at  the  best. 

"Reports  from  Long  Island  show  indications  of  excellent  stand  and  good 
yield*    They  will  supply  New  York  City  and  much  of  the  demand  from  the  North 
Atlantic  States.     So,  New  Jersey  faces  a  serious  problem  of  marketing, 

I  have  made  one  trip  through  South  Jersey  and  find  that  potato  fields 
never  appeared  better.    The  stand  is  very  good  and  the  vines  cover  the  rows  and 
are,  in  most  cases,  still  green  and  healthy.    After  trying  several  patches  along 
the  road  and  finding  k  to  6  tubers  to  the  hill,  all  Ho.  l's,  I  should  say  that, 
while  the  set  is  not  heavy,  the  yield  will  be  very  satisfactory.    Most  of  the 
fields,  especially  in  the  main  potato  belt  of  South  Jersey,  are  still  very  green; 
only  occasionally  a  field  shows  vines  weakening. 

"Digging  in  a  spasmodic  way  will  begin  this  week,  but  every  effort  is 
being  put  forth  by  the  dealers  t,o  hold  back  the  movement.    This  early  movement 
is  forced  upon  the  growers  to  make  room  for  'second  crou1  stock,  which  is  used 
extensively  for  seed  the  following  spring. 

"According  to  those  closely  connected  with  the  deal,  while  the  total 
acreage  is  not  quite  so  large  as  last  year,  most  everyone  feels  sure  that,  with 
any  success  at  all,  they  should  ship  about  twice  the  total  number  of  cars. 

"There  are  quite  a  lot  of  potatoes  being  hauled  to  Philadelphia  by  truck 
from  the  surrounding  neighborhood,  but  few  are  moving  as  yet  from  Cumberland 
and  Salem  Counties." 

2b.    NE77  JERSEY  TO^TOZS  AZD  OjIOITS. 

Mr,  Biddle's  letter  of  July  22  continues:-* 

"The  early  tomato  crop  has  been  the  biggest  disappointment  to  most  of 
the  growers  in  Gloucester  and  Camden  counties.    The  wet  weather  during  the  Spring 
prevented  the  usual  crown  setting  and,  up  to  the  present,  the  movement  has  "been 
very  light.    To  July  17  there  had  not  been  a  straight  car  loaded  at  Swedes-, 
boro  -"here  normally  there  should  be  Uo  to  50  cars  moving,  beginning  about  JulyJ, 
Prices,  of  course,  have. been  very  high  and  quality  poor.    During  last  week 
prices  ranged  from  $H.50  to  $7.00,  mostly  §5.50  to  $6.00  per  2C-quart  crate. 

"Onions  are  moving  freely  from  around  Cedarville,  and  the  season  is  a- 
b out  half  through,    Quality  has  been  very  good,  although  on  account  of  the  wet 
weather  much  of  the  stock  has  been  rather  dirty.    Prices  to  the  grower  last  ( 
week  averaged  around  $1.70  per  bushel  hamper." 
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3 ti .    ERRORS  Iff  SOTOig^^M  IDAHO  | gD  RASTRRA  CARGO:!  POTATO  SIRRARY. 

Please  turn  to  page  a  in  your  copy  of  the  of  the  1923  Early 

Potato  Deal  in  Sautters  stern  Idaho  and  Eastern  Oregon,  and  make  the  following 
corrections:    At  the  two  places  on  that  page,  vrhere  shipments  are  shoun  for 
S.  Carolina  end  IT.  Carolina,  the  State  names  should  "be  changed  to  S.  California 
and  IT.  California.    Mr.  Prugh,  author  of  this  summary,  discovered  these  stencil 
errors  on  receipt  of  the  summary  last  week. 

Nto <     ?'"0  ADRITIORRL  RTRLT)  STATICS  SWARIRS.. 

The  following  additional  summaries  were  distributed  the  past  week: 
CALIFORNIA  PS&CH  DRAL,  Season  of  1923,  by  C.  E.  Schultz,  »  22  pages* 
RESRSPAT  mt  YOBS  POTATO.  DEAL,  Season  of  1S23-2U,  by  C.  L.  Brown,  -  9  pages. 

5b.    PAiVISPT) .  I  AR[R~T  STAT        .  R  1 Egg  S  L I  ST  '. 

With  this  D,LP,  revised  copies  of  the  Market  -Station  Address  List  are 
being  sent  to  all  offices.    Please  destroy  the  list  dated  January  15* 

6b .     XA'S-.S  CITY  URLOADS  PURIRG  I923  . 

On  July  21,  Mr.  Prugh,  in  temporary,  charge  of  the  Kansas  City  market 
news  office.,  issued  a  special  sheet,  shoring  the  carlo t  unloads  as  reported  by 
the  railroads  during  1923.    The  receipts  of  11  leading  products  are  shoun  by 
States  of  origin  and  tatal  6fS2'4  cars.    .Another  table  gives  the  monthly  unloads 
for  each  of  IS  products,  and  in  a  final  tabulation  the  annual  unloads  of  the  11 
principal  commodities  are  presented  for  13  large  markets  in  order  to  show  the 
relative  importance  of  Kansas  City. 

7b .    BRIER  SUIT AEY  OF  I^hRIAh  VALLEY  CA.IIT^LOU?E  DEAL . 

In  connection  with  his  last  repcrt  from  the  SI  Certro  office  about 
July  10,       E.  3 droits  issued  a  brief  summary  of  the  cantaloupe  deal,    'it  com- 
prises six  long  mimeographed  pages,  including  detailed  shipment    tables,  price 
tabulations,  primary  destinations,  etc. 

8b .     IN  11  CROPS  AlvL  ivARRRRS"  TOR  JULY  19 : 

Page  37  1  Craroerry  Growers  Advertise  Widely. 

33  -  Special  paragraphs  on  grapes,  in  the  -weekly  review, 

39  -  Arizona  Cantaloupes  Moving'  Bapidly,  -  by  G,  E.  Prince, 

-  Tonato  Seasons  Show  Variation,     (review'  of  early  torcafcoes) 

-  Potato  Er.c'n&r>^e  Secures  Warehouses. 

kO  -  Raspberries  in  the  Northwest,  -  by  31,  E,  Bailey. 

-  Michigan  Fruit  Growers  Eave  Good  Year. 

B.  C,  SOREE, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HZ./S  SERVIC] 


SIMQ1 


iList 


i  J    Slrst  jFrohahly 

In  Charge      j      Reports     | Bulletins j Will  Close 


RALEIGH,  N.  C.  **  j  SO5 

312  Agricultural  Bldg. i 


J,  D.  Evers 


i 


MACON,  Ga. 
Hotel  ISacon 


S33 


May  6  1 May  2S* 

May  20  jJune  2* 

June  2  iJune  21* 

j  June  6  j July  5*. 

i  June  3  j June  27* 

j  Juno  12  (July  3*_ 

I  June  23  (July  3O 

Cantaloupes  |  July  15  (July  ]>0 

Watermelons  j  July  25  I  Aug.  15 


Berries" 

Lettuce* 
S, Beans* 
Potatoes* 
(Dewberries* 
j  Cucumbers* 
i  Peaches 


R.  Peterson 


Peaches         j  June  2     |July  31 

I  i 


MaCON,  Ga.  ** 
Hotel  Macon 

S75 

i 

•7 
*  • 

Scruggs 

Watermelons 

i 

July 

! 

1k 

Aug,  15 

•M 

PHOENIX,  aRIZ> 
3erryhill  Bldg. 

s  ! 

! 

S15 

G. 

s, 

Prince 

l 

j Cantaloupes 

1 

1 

1 

July 

3 

July  25(?) 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

92s 

L. 

Clark 

i 

[Potatoes 

J_   i 

July 

22 

_J 

Sept,  6 

The  following  stations  -probably  -.Till  open  on  dates  indicated: 


eresno,  calif. 


ESaRNEY,  nebr. 


GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO  ** 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO. 
BENTON  HARBOR,  MICE.** 


821 


919 

C«  E# 

930 

346 

R»  H, 

R«,  -j,  Sutton 


crapes 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 

Peaches 

Apples 


July  29  (Nov.  29 

July  2S  !  Aug.  3O 

[ 

Aug.  1     j Oct,  31 
Aug.  IS  j Sept,  20 
Sept.  15 i Oct.  31 


Cantaloupes  1  Aug.  IS 

j  S3S jR.  H.  Shoemaker  Crapes 

I  Apples 
j  Peaches 
Potatoes 


Onions 


1  Aug.  2S 
Aug.  2S 
Sept.  S 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  22 


Sept.  15 

Oct.  IS 
Oct.  IS 
Sept.  27 
Oct,  IS 
Oct.  IS 


*Report  discontinued,  ¥*State  Department  cooperating, 

TmiPORARI  ASSIGNMENTS; 


R,  H.  Shoemaker  -  in  New  York  office. 
W,  H.  Mosier  -  in  Fort  Worth  office. 
A*  E,  Prugh  -  on  leave. 


R.  L.  Sutton  -  in  Pittsburgh  office. 
R.  H,  Lamb  -  in  Denver  office, 
V/.  J.  Bertush  -  now  in  Detroit. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.     PROSPECTIVE  CHANGES  I  IT  ASSIG-FMSiTTS. 

As  the  result  of  a  conference  "between  Messrs.  Sherman,  Robb,  Samson, 
Sier  and  Hackleman,  in  Washington  on  July  23,  there  will  he  a  small  number  of 
changes  of  permanent  headquarters  among  members  of  the  inspection  force,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  increased  work  anticipated  in  Florida  and  in  New  York 
City  during  the  coming  season.    Two  States  are  negotiating  with  the  Department 
for  the  joint  employment  of  three  of  the  members  of  our  staff,  which  may  result 
in  further  changes,  all  of  which  will  be  announced  in  the  Division  Letter  as 
soon  as  the  arrangements  are  consummated. 

2c.    WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  REPORTS. 

Each  office  is  requested  to  send  in  weekly  and  monthly  reports,  even 
though  no  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  period  covered.    This  is  nec- 
essary so  that  we  can  determine  when  our  report  is  complete.     Some  of  our 
smaller  joint-offices,  where  inspections  are  requested  only  occasionally,  some- 
times fail  to  report,  and  we  are  unable  to  tell  whether  this  is  due  to  over- 
sight or  whether  no  inspections  were  made  at  that  office.    If  reports  are  sent 
in  regularly,  as  suggested  above,  this  difficulty  will  be  obviated. 

Weekly  reports  should  be  sent  in  on  Saturday.    Monthly  reports  should  be 
in  this  office  not  later  than  one  week  following  the  close  of  the  month. 

3c     FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUIT  TO  EE  INSPECTED. 

July  lU  and  16,  L.M,  Rhodes,  State  Marketing  Commissioner  of  Florida, 
Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Bier,  of  this  Division,  met  with  a  special  committee  of 
the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  at  Tampa,  to  arrange  for  joint  State -Federal  in- 
spection of  the  entire  tonnage  of  that  organization  during  the  coming  season. 
This  committee  reported  favorably  to  the  Board  of  Directors  and,  on  July  l6, 
that  body  authorized  the  ne^  President  of  the  Exchange,  L.  C.  Edwards,  to  com- 
plete the  negotiations  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  service. 
The  Exchange  operates  12S  packing  houses,  and  it  is  estimated  that  a  force  of 
90  men  will  be  necessary  to  handle  this  business  alone. 

Financial  arrangements  are  that  the  carriers  will  pay  $1.50  for  two 
copies  of  each  certificate,  that  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  will  pay  &3.50 
per  car,  and  that  maturity  tests  shall  oe  made  as  long  as  this  Department  deems 
necessary  with  an  extra  charge  of  50^  per  car  for  each  maturity  test.    It  is 
agreed  that  there  shall  be  an  open  meeting  held  each  January  and  July,  in  which 
all  the  accounts  shall  be  submitted  for  scrutiny  and  criticism  and  the  fees 
shall  be  readjusted  to  prevent  the'  accumulation  of  any  considerable  surplus 
or  to  forestall  the  danger  of  a  deficit.    The  State  and  Federal  Departments 
also  agreed  not  to  undertake  any  inspection  work  nor  to  continue  to  render 
inspection  service  in  Florida  on  any  commodity  or  in  any  community  where  the 
work  is  not  self-supporting.     In  other  words,  T?e  have  assured  the  Exchange  that 
ne  will  not  finance  unprofitable  business  out  of  the  fees  derived  from  its 
tonnage. 

This  agreement  with  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  is  the  largest  single 
order  ever  given  the  Inspection  Service  by  any  organization.     If  present 
indications  come  true,  it  will  mean  the  inspection  of  20,000  to  30,000  cars. 
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He.     EASTEPJT  SHORE  OF  VIltC-llTIk  POTATO  GALLING  RULES , 

A  statement  from  w,  a.  Burton,  General  Manager  of  the  Sastern  Shore 
of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange,  at  Qnley,  Va. ,  presents  the  following  - 

RULES  'TO  GOVERN  TL.E  PA.CKIHG-  AND  GRADING  OF  IRISH  POTATOES: 

Star  Brand 

U,  S,  Grade  ho,  1 

Minimosf  Diameter  I-7/8" 
This  grade  shall  consist  of  sound  potatoes  of  similar  varietal  charac- 
teristics, which  are  practically  free  from  dirt  or  other  foreign  matter, 
sunburn,  second  growth,  cuts,  scabs,  blight,  dry  rota  and  damage  caused  by 
disease,  insects  or  mechanical  means,  packed  in  U.  St  Standard  Barrels , 
properly  filled.-    In  order  to  allow  for  variations  incident  to  commercial 
grading  and  handling,  five  per  centum  by  weight  of  any  lot  may  he  under  the 
prescribed  size.    This  grade  must  be  reported  to  the  rain  office  as  Grade 
-~o ,  1 ,  straight  or  short  mark  car  as  the  case  may  be.    Later  in  the  season, 
-.-hen  the  potatoes  have  fully  developed  and  any  car  lot  is  found  to  have  been 
carefully  handled  and  the  potatoes  to  have  developed  extra  size,  they  shall 
be  reported  as  Grade  Nr>,  1  Heavy. 

Unbran&ed 

Minimum  Diameter  1-3 A" 
This  grade  shall  conform  to  all  the  requirements  of  Grade  No,  1,  except 
that  the  minimum  diameter  may  be  1-3/H  inches,-    To  be  reported  to  main  office 
as  unbranded, 

Nq«  2  or  Gear  Wheel 

Minimum  Diameter  1-1 /2U 
This  grade  shall  conform  to  all  requirements  of  Grade  No.  1,  except 
that  the  minimum  diameter  may  be  1-1/2  inches.    To  be  reported  to  main  office 
as  he,  2  or  Gear  •,'heel,  as  case  may  be. 

Potatoes  that  do  not  conform  to  the  above  requirements  can  only  be 
received  and  forwarded  on  a  commission  basis  in  growers1  names  and  for  their 
account „ 

5c,     haEThcU-TJ  m-..  H£§  L  S NIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  SERVICE. ., 

Shipping-point  inspections  are  now  available  to  dryland  fruit  and 
vegetable  growers  and  shippers,     &n  agreement  entered  into  by  the  Extension 
Service  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  made  this  new  service 
effective  July  1,     It  is  expected  that>  the  inspection  of  early  apples  will 
start  sometime  next  week.    Peach  inspections  will  probably  not  be  in  demand 
before  the  first  of  August. 


PUBLICATION  OF  THE  REVISED  SEMI-ANMJAL  LIST  OF  CITY  INSPECTION 
OIEICES  AND  INSPECTORS  HA.S  BEEN  PEEESPED  UNTIL  AUGUST  25. 
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6c.    MICHIGAN  ADOPTS  YMMMk  FQR  £M&i 

Michigan  pears  will  be  packed  and  shipped  under  the  Federal  grades  this 
season,  as  a  result  of  the  promulgation  of  these  standards  as  the  legal  grades 
for  that  State,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Lansing.    I'he  new  grades, 
which  became  effective  July  14,  were  promulgated  at  the  request  of  pear  growers 
in  southwestern  Michigan,  who  want  the  same  protection  a  gainst  the  careless 
packer  as  now  enjoyed  cy  apple,  peach  and  grape  growers, 

7c,     INSPECTIONS  STARTING  IN  COLORADO. 

^he  Colorado  Inspection  Service  is  just  starting  to  inspect  shipments  of 
this  season's  crops.    The  work  at  present  is  restricted  to  mixed  vegetables  .  ; 
in  the  Denver  district  and  potatoes  in  the  Pruita  district,  but  indications  are 
that  Colorado  will  inspect  a  greater  number  of  cars  than  to  the  same  date  in  th  • 
past  season* 

Sc.    P5ACH  INSPECTIONS  IN  SOUTH  CAROL  I  i?^ 

D.  D.  Whit  comb,  Extension  Marketing  Agent lin  South  Carolina,  recently  ad- 
vised that  peach  inspections  are  being  made  at  shipping  points  in  that  State. 
Two  of  the  licensees  have  gone  from  Georgia  to  assist  in  this  new  work,  Mr, 
Whitcomb' s  letter  stated  that  "the  quality  of  fruit  which  we  have  examined  th'is 
far  is  quite  good,  and  the  growers  seem  to  be  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  they  must  put  up  a  better  grade  of  peach  than  they  have  been  packing  in 
times  past,  on  account  of  the  present  status  of  the  market.    However,  if  weather 
continues  as  wet  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  month,  we  shall  undoubtedly  have 
troubles  of  our  own*" 

9c.     JULY  SUPPLEMENT  TO  " CROPS  aND  ;..^L^TS" 

The  July  Supplement  to" Crops  and  Markets"  contains  forecasts  on  the  basis 
of  States  for  production  of  the  leading  fruits  and  vegetables,  as  indicated  by 
July  1  condition,  in  addition  to  much  other  crop  information  of  value.  Special 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  items: 

i^age  2%k  -  -Payments  for  iviaine  Potato  Growers. 
217  -  California  apricots  and  Prunes. 
221  -  Earm  Returns  in  1923,  compared  with  1922, 
226  -  Carrot  acreage  in  Mississippi  and  Texas,  (filler) 
237  -  Carlot  shipments  by  States  during  I<iay,  with  comparisons, 
23S  -  Heavy  shipments  of  California  grapes,  (filler) 

-  Fairly  Good  Season  for  late  Potatoes.    A  review  of  the 

1923-24  potato  season,  with  tables  showing  production, 
shipments,  city  prices  and  f.o.b.  prices. 
239  -  Carlot  shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  during  May. 
247  -  Shipments  of  California  pears  in  1923.  (filler) 

10c .     OFFICIAL  GRADES  FOR  IDAHO. 

Those  Inspectors  who  are  likely  to  have  need  of  the  information  are 
being  sent  copies  of  the  new  booklet,  entitled:  "Official  Grades  for  the  Stand- 
ardization of  Idaho  FEEin  Products,  1924,"  recently  issued  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  at  Boise.  j^G.  ROBE, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  returned  from  his  southern  trip  on  Tuesday.    A  report  of  the 
results  of  the  Florida  conferences  and  of  his  observations  in  the  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina  peach  districts  is  published  in  this  D.  L. 

Robert  Bier  not  only  went  from  Macon,  Ga. ,  to  Florida  with  Mr.  Sherman, 
"but  also  accompanied  him  back  to  Washington.    W.  C.  Hackleman,  of  New  York,  ais 
came  to  Washington  on  Wednesday  and  took  part  in  the  conference  at  which  future 
assignments  of  Inspectors  affecting  the  New  York  office  and  the  Florida  Service 
were  decided  as  far  as  possible.     Mr.  Hackleman  returned  to  New  York  Wednesday 
night,  and  Mr.  Bier  probably  will  return  to  Georgia  today,  to  close  the  shipping] 
point  work  in  that  State.    More  than  5,000  cars  of  Georgia  peaches  had  been  in- 
spected to  the  early  part  of  this  week,  but  the  deal  is  rapidly  closing. 

V.  D.  Callanan,  who  has  been  operating  the  news  service  on  peaches  at 
Macon,  Ga.  ,  is  now  en  route  to  New  York  City,  v/here  he  will  be  permanently  in 
charge  of  the  Market  News  office.    Mr.  Callanan  stopped  off  at  Aberdeen,  N.C., 
for  a  day  or  two,  to  get  acquainted  with  the  peach  deal  in  that  territory,  and 
will  be  in  Washington  at  least  a  day,  reaching  New  York  early  next  week. 

R.  M.  Peterson,  who  has  been  assisting  with  the  inspection  work  on 
Georgia  peaches,  has  now  taken  over  the  market  reporting  work  at  Macon,  formerly 
handled  by  Mr.  Callanan.    Aaron  Stambaugh,  of  the  Washington  office,  will  remain 
at  Macon  to  continue  his  assistance  with  the  peach  reports.     It  is  possible, 
though  not  yet  certain,  that  the  headquarters  for  this  work  will  be  transferred 
to  Cornelia,  in  North  Georgia,  within  a  few  days. 

The  following  additional  changes  are  being  made  in  the  location  of  men 
who  have  been  engaged  in  shippings-point  inspection  of  Georgia  peaches: 

George  A.  DeHaven  will  go  from  Montezuma,  Ga. ,  to  Chicago  about  August  IE 
where  he  will  substitute  for  W.  E,  Sail  in  the  Market  News  office,  while  the 
latter  takes  the  course  of  training  in  inspection  work. 

B.  E.  Shaffer  goes  from  Marshallville,  Ga. ,  to  Chicago  by  Saturday  to 
assist  with  work  in  Chicago  for  a  few  weeks?  after  which  he  will  take  a  short 
period  of  leave. 

C.  H.  Behnke  and  F*  E.  Hooper  will  proceed  from  Fort  Valley  and  Reynolds 
respectively  to  New  York  City  the  early  part  of  next  week.     They  will  become 
members  of  the  New  York  inspection  staff. 

J,  A,  Marks  goes  from  Byron,  Ga.,  and  G.  W.  Winfrey  from  Montezuma  today, 
with  Nashville,  Ark. ,  as  their  destination.     These  men  will  handle  the  inspectio 
of  peaches  in  Arkansas  the  next  few  weeks,  assisted  by  three  licensees  who  have 
been  working  with  them  in  the  Georgia  peach  belt. 

P.  D.  Rupert  left  Thomas ton,  Ga, ,  yesterday  for  Washington.    He  will 
stop  at  the  local  office  a  short  while,  and  then  proceed  to  Hancock,  Md. ,  where 
he  will  conduct  a  shipping-point  inspection  service  on  apples. 
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I.  S.  Confclin,  Jr.,  who  has  "been  handling  standardization  work  on  Geor- 
gia peaches,  will  proceed  to  North  Carolina  and  do  siJiilax  work  in  the  Aber- 
deen section  of  that  State,  before  starting  his    period  of  annual  leave. 

All  these  changes  will  leave  only  Robert  Bier,  T.  P..  Hall,  J.  W.  Howard, 
A.  S.  Llason,  L.G.C.  Peirce  and  J.  C .  Towns end  Jr.,  in  Georgia  to  complete  the 
peach  inspections,  and  0.  G-.  Strauss  to  continue  the  standardization  work  on 
this  fruit. 

Latest  word  from  Mr.  Stillwell  indicates  that  he  was  in  San  Francisco 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  would  spend  the  end  of  this  week  in  Los  Angeles, 
probably  returning  to  Fresno  by  Monday  or  Tuesday.    These  visits  to  the  various 
offices  are  in  the  interest  of  the  Market  News  Service.    'She  daily  reports  on 
grapes  will  he  started  at  Fresno  about  the  middle  of  nex'i.  week. 

The  San  Francisco  office  is  handling  this  season  the  market  reports  on 
various  deciduous  fruits,  which  were  handled  last  year  at  S.tcramento .  In 
addition  to  the  reports  already  being  issued,  grapes  will  be  added  today.  The 
Turlock  cantaloupe  district  also  is  being  served  from  San  Francisco, 

When  the  list  of  field  stations  was  stenciled,  it  was  not  known  definite- 
ly whether  G-.  E.  Prince  would  close  the  cantaloupe  station  at  phoenix,  Arizona, 
today,  but  his  latest  f.o.b.  wire  says  that  he  will  do  so.    Mr,  Stillwell  will 
meet  Mr.  Prince  in  Los  Angeles  Monday,  to  confer  regarding  his  future  assign- 
ments. 

H.  T.  Longino  wired  from  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  that  he  expected  to 
start  peach  inspections  in  that  territory  this  week.  His  office  will  be  at 
Pittsburg.  Texas . 


Because  of  the  rush  of  onion  inspections  at  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa,  C.D. 
Shirley  has  gone  there  from  the  Chicago  office,  to  assist  J.  E,  Dicker son  witn 
this  work  for  a,  few  days. 

In  order  to  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspection  of  various  Hew 
Jersey  products,  #.  V.  Stephens,  of  the  flew  York  City  staff,  has  taken  up  head- 
quarters at  the  Coles  Hotel,  Moorestown,  IT. J, 

It  will  be  observed  that  Kennett,  Mo;s  has  been  dropped  from  the  list  of 
proposed  field  stations  in  the  news  service  on  watermelons*    It  is  believed 
that  the  St.  Louis  office  can  adequately  serve  the  southeastern  Missouri  terri- 
tory during  the  brief  period  that  their  short  crop  will  be  moving,  and  such  an 
experiment  will  be  made  this  season.    P..  L.  Gut *;on,  who  was  to  go  to  Kennett, 
will  have  as  his  next  field  assignment  the  Rocky  Ford,  Colorado,  office  on 
cantaloupes , 
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A.  5.  Prugh,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Kansas  City  office  for  the 
last  siz  reeks,  has  left  there  since  the  return  of  R.  S.  Lumbard  to  duty,  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  .vacation  at  his  home  at  Radnor,  Ohio.    Ivlr.  Prugh  is  scheduled 
to  open  the  Rochester,  M . Y . „  office  about  September  1. 

.W.  J.  Bertush  arrived  in  Detroit  last  Tuesday,  after  his  oeriod  of  leave, 
and  will  no-.7  he  the  permanent  assistant  to       C.  Bayley,    Mr.  Ber tush  nil  1 
handle  such  market  leports  as  are  required  fro::.  Detroit,  and  Trill  also  help 
with  the  inspection  work.    Humor  has  it  that  Mr.  Bertush  was  married  while  on 
his  vacation  the  early  part  of  July.    If  so,  -  congratulations! 

E.  G-.  Batsford,  of  the  New  York  inspection  staff,  also  is  the  recipient 
of  congratulations  on  his  return  to  duty  this  week.    During  his  oeriod  of  leave, 
Mr.  Batsford  was  married  to  Miss  Luella  A.  Bolton,  of  Few  Hartford,  N.Y.,  on 
June  30.    Their  honeymoon  was  spent  at  Ithaca  and  in  the  Finger  Lakes  region  of 
Central  Hew  York. 

^'  T"-  i&rk  left  Washington  last  Sunday  on  an  investigational  trip  through 
ti.e  eastern  cantaloupe  sections,    This  week  he  visited  various  shipping  points 
in  :Torth  Carolina,  and  then  he  plans  to  stop  at  points  in  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan.    Mr.  Park 
is  making  a  study  for  Mr.  Samson's  project  of  the  packing,  loading  and  shipping 
of  cantaloupes. 

Since  visiting  package  factories  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  H.  A.  Spilman 
started  on  his  return  trip  and  had  reached  Denver  by  Wednesday. 

laemoers  oi  tne  staff  acquainted  with  P..  II.  Upton,  who  was  associated 
rath  Mr.  Samson's  project  last  August  and  September,  will  regret  to  learn  of 
nis  death  by  drowning  at  Chesapeake  Haven  on  June  22.    Prof.  Upton  had  special- 
ised  in  the  stud^  and  practice  of  agriculture,  and  since  1320  was  Director  of 
Rehabilitation  at  the  University  of  Delaware,  Newark,  Delaware.    Last  fall  he 
made  an  investigation  of  the  chain-store  method  of  retail  marketing  in  Phila- 
delphia, under  Mr.  Samson's  direction. 

Harvey  P.  Wertz,  who  had  been  telegraph,  operator  in  the  Federal-State 
office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  has  he en  transferred  to  the  Dairy  Division  office 
at  Pond  du  Lac,  "is. 

On  Monday,  the  Boston  office  of  the  Efews  Service  expects  to  start  special 
onion  reports  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  growers  and  shippers. 

F.  Earl  Parsons  should  again  he  addressed  at  his  Richmond  office,  -  1030  I 
State  Office  Bldg. ,  Richmond,  Va.,  -  instead  of  ITorfolk,  7a.    For  the  past  two 
months,  nr.  Parsons  has  been  supervising  cabbage  end  potato  inspections  at 
shipping  points  in  the  ITorfolk  district,  hut  this  work  is  now  completed.  Ad- 
verse ^ weather  conditions  and  other  factors  cut  down  the  total  number  of  in- 
spections on  this  deal  to  about  o^O  cars,  according  to  reoorts  from  Mr.  Parsons* 
who  visited  the  Washington  office  last  Friday. 
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N.  C.  Farnworth  returned  this  morning  from  Crisfield,  Md.,  where  he 
inspected  ^3  cars  of  Virginia  tomatoes.    Such  a  large  percentage  of  the  stock 
ran  below  grade  that  the  interested  factors  decided  to  abandon  inspection. 

Inspectors  now  on  leave  include  M.  A.  Russell,  of  the  Chicago  staff, 
and  T.  L.  Kelly,  Navy  Inspector  in  Philadelphia.    Mr.  Sussell  can  be  reached 
in  care  of  C.  S.  Russell,  Ho ate  No.  2,  Ludington,  Mich. 

Vif.  L.  Evans,  of  the  'Washington  office,  plans  to  start  his  vacation  next 
Wednesday.    He  will  motor  via  the  Susquehanna  Trail  through  Pennsylvania  to 
his  home  at  Lee  Center,  N,  Y.    Mr.  Evans5  perioa  of  leave  covers  three  weeks. 
G.  3.  Fiske  also  has  gone  on  10  days'  leave  on  an  automobile  trip  down  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  other  parts  of  Virginia. 

L.  C.  Archer,  who  has  been  with  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service  as  a 
District  Supervisor  for  the  past  two  seasons,  has  resigned  to  take  up  work 
with  the  Stewart  Fruit  Company  of  Chicago. 

F.  A.  Powell,  District  Supervisor , of  the  Colorado  Inspection  Service, 
has  resigned  his  position  to  take  up  similar  work  with  the  California 
Inspection  Service.    Lr.  Powell's  resignation  takes  effect  August  1. 

These  resignations  leave  only  two  cooperative  inspectors  in  Colorado 
at  the  present  time,  Paul  A.  Cauble  in  Mr.  McKune's  office  at  Denver,  and 
George  W.  Dyer,  at  Delta. 

Market  and  field  stations  nor  serving,,  or  that  will  serve,  mailing 
lists  of  potato  growers  may  find  it  of  advantage  to  distribute  in  mimeographed 
form  the  review  of  the  lc2"j-2U  potato  season,  or  the  statistical  tables 
printed  with  that  review,  on  pages  2'jS  and  2jS  of  the  July  Supplement  to 
"Crops  and  Markets."    Note  that  the  tables  of  jobbing  prices  and  f .o.b.  prices 
on  page  239  are  a  part  of  this  review. 


STATE  OFFICIALS  AMD  OTHERS,  who  furnish  grade  pamphlets  and  similar  literature 
for  distribution  to  Federal  Inspectors,  should  bear  in  mind  that  at 
least  100  copies  of  such  oamphlets  are  needed  regularly. 
We  now  have  about  100  Inspectors  on  the  roil. 
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(Contents  Confidential) 

la .     LETTUCE  SITUATION  IN  COLORADO . 

Writing  under  date  of  July  25,  John  D.  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office, 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  trip  through  producing  sections: 

"A  few  lines  about  my  recent  trip  to  the  lettuce  producing  sections  of 
Colorado:  I  first  visited  the  territory  around  Granby.    At  Granby  there  a  re 
U50  acres  of  lettuce  and  a  small  acreage  of  peas.    The  lettuce  was  looking 
fine  after  recent  rains,  but  is  late  and  will  not  be  ready  to  cut  before  the 
12th  or  15th  of  August.    An  association  of  3°  members  has  considerable  of 
the  acreage . 

"At  Yampa  there  are  800  acres  of  lettuce  and  some  peas.    An  association 
of  100  members  has  much  of  this  acreage.    The  lettuce  here  was  not  quite  up 
to  that  at  Granby  because  of  damage  by  cut  worms,  but  still  looked  good  and 
will  be  ready  at  about  the  same  time  as  Granby.    I  am  not  mentioning  the 
smaller  points  in  each  district. 

"In  the  Eagle  Valley,  from  Eagle  up  to  Pando,  there  are  1,000  acres  of 
lettuce  and  some  cauliflower  and  peas.    The  lettuce  looked  fine  and  was  well 
advanced  at  the  time  I  saw  it  (July  11),  and  local  factors  stated  that  the 
first  car  would  probably  be  loaded  July  26. 

"I  went  to  Rifle,  Silt,  Palisade,  Grand  Junction,  Delta,  Olathe  and 
Montrose,  which  is  not  strictly  lettuce  country  but  is  experimenting  with  the 
growing  of  this  crop.    It  was  necessar5r  for  me  to  see  Mr.  Carl  Rupp  of  the 
American  Fruit  Growers,  at  Delta,  because  that  concern  will  handle  for 
practically  all  of  the  lettuce  associations  in  the  State  this  season  and, 
therefore,  I  wanted  a  centralized  f.o.b.  report  from  them  daily,  covering  all 
of  their  sections  during  the  lettuce  shipping  season.    Potatoes  were  being 
shipped  from  Fruita,  just  outside  of  Grand  Junction,  at  the  time  I  was  there 
but  the  movement  was  not  heavy.    Peaches  were  looking  good  and  the  Carmans 
were  expected  August  1,  with  Elbertas  coming  August  25. 

"To  get  back  to  lettuce:  from  Gunnison  to  Salida,  on  the  narrow  gauge, 
there  are  200  acres  of  lettuce,  50  acres  of  peas  and  20  acres  of  cauliflower, 
In  the  Buena  Vista  district,  from  Nathrop  to  Pinecreek,  there  are  260  acres 
of  lettuce,  koo  acres  of  peas  and  SO  acres  of  cauliflower.    At  Divide  the 
association  has  about  200  acres  of  lettuce,  I  believe.    These  three  sections 
just  mentioned  expect  to  start  loading  about  August  1  and,  with  favorable 
weather,  will  have  a  fine  crop.    Sargent,  which  is  between  Gunnison  and 
Salida,  grows  considerable  dryland  lettuce,  that  was  needing  rain.  This 
dryland  lettuce  is  about  the  best  in  the  State,  if  the  weather  is  right.  " 

"All  sections  were  afraid  of  a  shortage  of  help  for  harvesting.  The 
peas  especially  call  for  many  pickers,  and  at  Buena  Vista  the  association 
was  pretty  much  worried  over  the  situation.    However,  they  are  not  so  far 
from  Colorado  Springs  but  what  they  usually  make  out.    At  Granby  and  Yampa, 
peas  have  been  grown  successfully,  but  those  sections  are  so  remote  that 
they  do  not  dare  to  plant  peas  for  fear  they  cannot  get  picking  help. 

"All  in  all,  with  a  third  less  lettuce  acreage  this  year,  it  looks  now 
as  though  the  shipments  would  equal  last  year's." 

(Page  3U7) 
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2a .     FIELD  SALARY  CHECKS. 

On  account  of  the  unusual  amount  of  work  incident  to  the  preparation  and 
handling  of  the  first  field  payrolls  under  reclassification,  it  is  likely  that 
salary  checks  for  the  month  of  July  mill  he  .somewhat  delayed.     It  is  hoped, 
however,  to  have  all  field  checks  out  of  Washington  "by  August  5« 

3a.     SOME  INTERESTING  V.'AT£Ri  .ELON '  HI  STORY . 

■F.  H.  Scruggs,  of  the  i.Iacon  -field  station,  recently  obtained  a  lot  of 
information  on  watermelons  from  some  of  the  older  shippers  in  that  section,  an 
it  is  printed  below  as  a  matter  of  record.     This  material  has  not  "been  checked 
or  verified  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  and  it  is  not  knomn  horn  fully  it 
agrees  with  data  in  the  files  of  that  Bureau,  but  it  is  passed  along  for  the 
information  of  our  own  employees: 

"The  first  car  of  melons  ever  shipped  in  the  South  mas  from  South  G-eorgi 
to  Atlanta  in  1377.    About  two  years  later,  the  first  car  of  southern  mater- 
melons  to  go  north  of  the  Ohio  was  unloaded  at  Cincinnati,    For  several  years 
previous  to  that  time  Cincinnati  had  been  supplied  with  Indiana  melons.  The 
first  southern  melons  mere  knomn  as  the  Augusta  Strioe  or  the  Rattlesnake,  a 
long  melon  of  excellent  flavor  but  not  a  good  carrier. 

"From  1SS0  to  1890,  watermelons  became  very  popular  with  people  in  the 
larger  cities.    There  mas  a  great  stimulus  to  the  production,  as  the  shipments 
had  yielded  good  results.    But  from  1S90  to  IS9H  there  mere  very  large  crops, 
even  compared  to  present  day  crops.    Every  farmer  mas  growing  melons  and  the 
fern  large  markets  became  glutted.     Some  cities  had  as  high  as  700  cars  on  hand. 
Fern  markets,  even  during  the  recent  glut,  have  had  more  than  half  thatmany 
melons  at  one  time.    Melons  mere  not  distributed  to  small  cities  and  towns,  as 
is  done  now.    After  IS9U  and  until  1903  very  fern  melons  mere  grown  for  shipment 
because  they  had  been  so  disastrous  financially  to  the  farmers. 

"During  1303  and  I90U,  shipments  mere  again  started.    The  Round  Blues 
had  replaced  the  Rattlesnake  to  a  considerable  extent,  sharing  popularity  with 
the  Kolb  Gem.    About  I90U  the  Sden  (Gen}  came  on  the  market  as  an  improved  melo: 
It  mas  a  cross  between  the  Kolb  Gem  and  the  Rattlesnake,  having  the  fine  carry- 
ing qualities  of  the  Kolb  and  the  smeet  flavor  of  the  Rattlesnake.     The  Jones 
Blue  mas  likemise  propagated  "about  the  same  time  in  Georgia,  but  mas  grown  most 
ly  in  Alabama, 

"The  Tom  we.tson  is  the  dean  of  the  popular  melons  of  today.    This  melon 
mas  propagated  in  19I3  by.  17.  A.  mat  son  of  Thossriozi Ga.,  the  melon  being  a 
cross  of  the  Rattlesnake  and  the  Big  Blue.  'It  mas  the  first  popular  melon  of 
the  long-melon  age.    This  melon  revolutionized  the  watermelon  shipping  business 
It  mas  the  first  real  good  eating  melon  that  would  carry.    The  Big  Blue  and 
Kolb  Gem  of  the  .times  previous  mould  keep  and  carry  like  a  pumpkin.    The  Tom 
Watson  mas  named  for  the  late  Senator  Tom  TTatson  mho  mas  not  related  to  but  was 
a  good  friend  of  the  Mr,  Watson  mho  propagated  the  melon. 

"The  next  year  the  Tom  TJatson  ^as  crossed  mith  the  Kolb  Gem  and  the 
Excel 1  was  the  result. 

"The  next  important  variety  to  show  up  (in  1915)  In  Georgia  was  a  melon 
unrelated  to  any  Other  in  Georgia  or  in  America.    This  melon  is  now  known  as 
the  Irish  Gray.    C.  A.  Walker  of  South  Georgia  first  grem  this  melon  and 
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Ilr.  Leonard  of  Cincinnati  named  it.    It  is  thought  that  some  foreign  gypsies 
who  were  camping  on  Mr.  talker1  s  place  dropped  the  seed,  as  the  melons  mere  found 
near  a  melt  the  g^psi'e^  had  used  the  year  "before.    The  Irish  Gray  is  more  pop- 
ular in  L'iddsL'e  and  Uorth  Georgia  than  in  South  Georgia,  mhere  the  Tom  Watson 
makes  up  more  than         of  the  crop. 

"The  latest  melon  to  come  on  the  market  is  the  Thurmond  Gray,  propagated 
and  first  grown  ewteiisively  by  C.  A.  Thurmond  of  Perry,  Ga.    This  melon  is  a 
cross  be trees  the  Tom  "'at son  and  the  Irish  Gray.    It  is  a  well -shaped  melon, 
long  hut  chubby  at  the  ends.     It  packs  -ell  and  carries  "ell.    The  Thurmond  Gray 
mas  first  shipped  in  commercial  quantities  in  1923.    A  fe"  -ere  shipped  in  1°22, 
mr.  Thurmond  to  a  great  extent  has  had  a  corner  on  the  Thurmond  Gray  seeds  the 
past  year, 

"1917  was  perhaps  the  most  profitable  -year  to  growers  and  shippers  in  the 
last  20  years.    Other  mar.  years  likewise  ~ere  profitable. 

"1921-!-  may  he  the  least  Profitable  ye:.r  for  South  Georgia  in  the  last  20 
years.    Florida  growers  shmmping  before  July  1st  made  fair  profits,    Wvth  South 
Carolina  practically  out  of  the  markets  because  of  quality  of  stock,  Middle 
Georgia  may  ship  many  more  melons  to  eastern  markets  this  year.    If  that  happens, 
the  season1  s  profits  m  the  Ua&m  section  -ill  be  satisfactory. 11 

BIS.  SMMET  POTATO  GROWERS  0RG.ATIZE. 

Organization  of  the  Georgia  Sweet  Potato  Gro-ers1  Association,  Valdosta, 
Ga.,  mas  completed  on  July  11,  -hen  a  charter  -.-as  secured  under  the  Cooperative 
marketing  Act  of  the  State,  officers  mere  elected  and  by-lams  adopted.  According 
to  information  obtained  by  the  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation,  about  700 
members  have  been  secured  in  17  counties  of  the  State.    The  campaign  mill  be 
continued  until  late  in  the  fall  and  it  is  ejected  that  about  3,000  contracts 
mill  be  signed  by  that  time.     Standardization  of  curing,  grading  and  packing 
are  to  be  emphasized.    Growers  are  admonished  in' the  following  terms:" 

Remember  that  me  are  organizing  to  work  cut  luaif ormitj  in  our  curing, 
grading  and  packing,   so  that  the  -hole  world  ma-  know  "hen  It  buys  a  car  of 
our  product  it  is  going  to  get  what  it  bought.  '  le  -ant  buyers  of  oUr  potatoes 

•Qoy  tilat  thos9  in  the  bottom  of  the  crate  are  as  orettv  as  those  on  top, 
ovp/e  -ft?  vhe  Crate  ful1  uhm  U  reaches  the  buyer,    life  can't'uut  something 
er  on  the  ouyer1     but  once.    And  once  -2  do,  he  is  through  with  us  for  good," 

5a.    I1MC30PS  .AS)  I^AICTS"  mam  JULY  26; 

Page  54  -  Special  paragraphs  on  potatoes  in  the  weekly  reviem. 

"  Commercial  celery  acreage  in  the  late  States,  (filler) 
"  distribution  of  early  Idaho  potatoes  in  I923.  (filler) 
03  -  Federal  Inspections  Gain  in  June. 

-  Cantaloupes  Moving  from  ?Torth  Carolina,  -  by  J.  D .  Evers. 
5b  -  North  Carolina  Elbertas  Starting,- by  J.  D.  Evers. 

-  Imperial  Valley  Cantaloupe  Season  Ending,  -  by  C.  E.  Schultz, 
Shipping-point  inspections  in  Mississippi,  (filler) 

-  Pineapple  inspections  at  Florida  shimming  points,  (filler) 
"  Dried-Fruit  Em-ports  Increase. 

■  _  -  Value  of  Ship-oing-Point  Certificates, 
ol  -  Canary  Island  Onion  Seed  Crop, 
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l"b.     CONDITION  OF  GEORGIA  WATERMELONS  , 

In  explanation  of  the  continued  shipment  of  large-size  watermelons 

from  the  Macon  section,  Mr.  Scruggs  wired  on  July  30  as  follows: 

"Watermelon  shipments  from  the  fecon  section  thus  far  have  "been 
practically  all  from  first  pickings.    As  the  weather  has  "been  exception- 
ally fine,  melons  have  grown  large  and  of  fine  quality,  with  few  small 
sizes.    Some  localities  will  finish  the  main  picking  this  week,  with 
small  melons  then  following  from  second  pickings .    Other  points  in  this 
section  will  begin  shipping  their  melons  next  week.    Tom  Watsons  are 
much  longer  in  proportion  to  diameter  in  this  section  than  ever  "before.11 

2b.     CONSOLIDATED  REPORTS  OF  SHIPMENTS. 

Please  refer  to  page  59  in  the  D.L.  for  February  7,  £n(i  note  the  fol- 
lowing changes  and  additions  in  the  list  of  railroads  that  have  adopted  the 
plan  of  rendering  consolidated  reports  of  their  shipments  through  some 
general  official  of  the  company: 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  now  has  5  reporters  instead  of  h. 

Southern  Railway  has  2  reporters  instead  of  1. 

Reports  from  the  Atlanta  &  West  Point    R.R.  and  Georgia  R.R.  as_  such 
have  been  discontinued  and  consolidated  with  other  reports. 

Below  is  a  statement  of  the  revised  totals  and  a  list  of  the  roads 
added  since  February: 

Number  of  Reporters 
Old  Plan     New  Plan 


Revised  totals  of  the  lines  listed  in  Feb...  UU3  62 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific.   13  1 

Oregon  -  Washington  R.  R.  and  Navigation  Co.  3  1 

Los  Angeles  &  Salt  Lake  .   2  1 

Southern  Pacific  (lines  in  La.  ana  Texas)...  10  2 

Tampa  &  Gulf  Coast;  Tampa  Northern.   2  1 

Texas  &  Pacific ..........  ,   5  1 

Union  Pacific,    6   X 

Grand  totals  to  date   hsH  70 


3b «    NEW  YORK  REPORTS  FIRST  ARRIVALS  OF  SwEET  POTATOES . 

In  a  letter  of  July  26,  R.  H.  Shoemaker,  in  temporary  charge  of  the  New 
York  office,  told  of  the  first  of  the  season's  sweet  potatoes  to  arrive  in 
that  city: 

"The  first  car  of  new  stock  sweet  potatoes  arrived  here  from 
Florida  on  July  2^th,    W.  H.  Parker,  of  this  city,  is  financing  the 
growing  of  200  acres  of  these  potatoes  and  states  that  they  are  yield- 
ing approximately  30  barrels  per  acre,    This  stock  is  grown  about  13 
miles  north  of  Gainesville  at  Alachua,  and  is  of  the  Big  Stem  Jersey 
type.    The  car  in  question  was  packed  in  cloth-top  stave  barrels  and 
brought  $12-15  per  barrel.    The  following  day  the  first  car  of  Alabama 
sweets  was  received  by  S .  Cohen  &  Company  of  this  city,  packed  in 
bushel  hampers  and  also  of  the  Jersey  type,  selling  for  $3*50  Per 
hamper." 
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Ub,    CaMIaIT  LSPTUCS  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  33B  D4  Mallison,  of  the  Chicago 
office,  under  date  of  July  25: 

"The  first  cars  of  Canadian  lettuce  to  come  onto  the  Chicago  market 
arrived^July  24  and  25,  "being  shipped  from  an  apparently  new  shipping 
area  near  VgnqftiveB  British  Columbia*    This  lettuce  is  of  the  Iceberg  type 
"Bait  greatly  inferior  to  that  shipped  from  Washington,  having  a  small  to 
medium- size  head  that  is  leafy,  rather  light  in  weight,  and  lacking  com- 
pactness*   Some  of  the  heads  ?/ere  slimy,  and  a  small  number  showed  tip-burn. 

"Dealers  on  South  Water  Street  said  the  pack  was  a  typical  farmer- 
pack,1  "being  loose  and  lacking  uniformity  in  size  of  heads*     At  the  time 
Washington  lettuce  was  selling  to  jobbers  at  $5-5,50  per  crate,  the 
Canadian  lettuce  was  selling  for  $2.00t  using  approximately  the  same  size 
crates," 

5b.    POTATO  SITUATION  IK  UORTH  JERSEY. 

Following  his  letter  of  last  week,  regarding  conditions  in  South  Jersey, 

E*  R,  Biddle  wrote  this  additional  letter  on  July  2k  with  respect  to  potatoes 

in  the  northern  part  of  the  State: 

"Crop  conditions  in  North  Jersey  are  very  satisfactory  to  the  grower. 
The  only  thing  that  is  worrying  him  this  season  is  market  conditions, 

"Practically  everyone  in  this  district  predicts  the  "best  crop,  so 
far  as  quality  is  concerned,  produced  for  several  years,    The  Gobblers  in 
this  section  look  to  he  further  advanced  than  in  South  Jersey,    In  fact, 
unless  conditions  have  changed  materially  in  the  past  few  days,  I  should 
estimate  that  the  upper  counties  are  about  a  week  ahead  of  the  southern 
counties.    This  is  judging  from  the  condition  of  the  vines  at-  present,  A 
large  percentage  of  the  Cobbler  vines  in  the  section  from  Eights town  to 
Freehold  show  signs  of  browning  or  of  1  giving  up,1  that  is,  they  are 
practically  ready  to  dig*   .Farmers  are  digging  in  a  small  way  and  hauling 
to  local  markets,  but  all  the  dealers  have  decided  not  to  open  up  before 
August  4  th,  and  they  feel  that  even  then  the  markets  will  not  be  in  a 
position  to  take  many  Jersey  potatoes  until  the  week  following.  That 
means  that  Hew  Jersey  will  not  get  under  way  to  any  great  extent  before 
August  11th,    Market  conditions  will  affect  this  to  a  great  extent  ?  be- 
cause the  growers  themselves  are  unwilling  to  begin  for  less  than  $2.00 
per  barrel* 

"It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  all  those  well  informed  as 
to  conditions  in  the  Freehold  section  that  the  acreage  is  about  Vjr  less 
than  last  year,  but  that  their  actual  tonnage  will  be  over  ^Ofo  heavier. 
There  has  been  a  radical  change  in  varieties  planted  and  there  will  be  far 
less  Giants  than  ever,    It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  the  acreage 
is  roughly  $Ofo  Cobblers,  25;o  Giants  and  2^o  late  varieties,  mostly  Green 
Mountains*    'This,  compared  with  former  years  when  there  has  been  75/b  Giants, 
shows  a  decided  change*11 

6b.    CR^IGgS  |1  LEASED  "IRE. 

Effective  July  31,  the  extensions  of  the  leased  wire  to' Harrisburg 
and  Lancaster,  Pa.,  -ere  discontinued.    The  State  Bureau,  of  Markets  has  arrang- 
ed to  obtain  necessary  reports  from  Philadelphia  by  telephone,  etc. 
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7b.    PHEP^vTIOlLOJ^JCTICN  RIGHTS. 

In  order  to  insure  uniformity,  auction  reports  should  "be  arranged  as 
follows.  Immediately  on  receipt  of  this  Division  Letter*  ■ 

1-    Date  of  the  report,  e.g.  nQOWT* 

2.  Weather  at  S  o'clock,  local  time. 

3.  Arrivals  and  oars  on  track,  even  if  given  earlier  in  the  day  with 
regular  market  report.    On  Monday  afternoon,  or  after  a  holiday,  arrivals 
should  include  all  receipts  since  the  last  reoort.  preceded  by  "CAPUY"  or  other 
appropriate  tern. 

^    dumber  of  cars  or  number  of  packages  sold  at  auction  that  day.  In 
markets  in  which  that  information  is  available,  the  number  of  packages  sold 
should  be  included  for  each  variety  to  indicate  the  relative  importance  of 
each.    Trie  number  of  packages  should  be  sent  in  numerals  instead  of  English. 
For  example,  instead  of  wiring  ,:five  hundred  fourteen  lugs,"  phrase  it  "51 U 
ugs.      This  will  save  considerable  time  in  sending  the  reoort,  and  should  not 
seriously  increase  the  chances  of  error. 

5-    For  plums,  quote  on  U-basket  crates  and  lug  boxes  only.  Confine 
quotations  to  5  leading  varieties. 

,  - .  ?or  Pears,  quote  on  full  boxes  only,  and  for  the  present  on  Bart- 

s       y*    If  Bartletts  are  not  sold,  quote  on  the  leading  variety. 
,     , .  or  peaches,  quote  on  boxes  and  lugs,  and  on  Elberta.s  and  two  other 

leading  varieties. 

vr    i •)  ~or  BraPes,  quote  on  ^4- basket  crates  and  lug  boxes.  Segregate 

-  rtnem  and  Southern  California  quotations.  Confine  quotations  for  the  pres- 
et to  Thompson  Seedless,  Malagas  and  Tokays. 

rh      *  +        Grve  range  of  sale  by  varieties  and  containers,  with  an  average 
pack       C-"n       obtained;  otherwise  a  "mostly"  Drice.    When  a  large  number  of 

^es  is  sold  and  the  range  is  very  wide,  both  the  average  and  "mostly" 
prices  will  be  valuable.  • 

fh  C0i3neirts  can  be  included  on  the  rate  of  trading  on  the  auction, 

hey  should  be  inserted  before"  the  quotations.    Never  include  jobbing  market 
and  trading  phrases  in  the  auction  reports. 

Do^not  group  arrivals  or  number  of  cars  sold  at  auction  of  more  than 
one  commodity.    Make  the  report  for  each  commodity  complete  in  itself.  Always 
ule  auction  reports  as  early  in  the  afternoon  as  possible. 


3..  C,  EOEEE, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys* 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 
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June  27* 
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23 
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15 
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M. 
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2 
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H. 
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Hotel  Macon 
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Cora'l  Club  Rooms 

919 

c . 

E . 

July 
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Potatoes 
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The  following  stations  .pxobc.cl.v  trill  opon  on  d 

.ates  indicated: 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 

i 

8U6  |R. 
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Lamb 

Potatoes 

Aug. 
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Oct.  31 

Peaches 
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is 

Sept.  20 
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Apples 
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Oct.  31 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO. 
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Cantaloupes 

Aug. 

is 

Sept.  15 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 
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Grapes 
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28 

Oct.  18 

Apples 

Aug. 

28 

Oct.  18 

Peaches 
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8 
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Potatoes 
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22 

Oct.  18 
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The  following  station  closed  on  date  indicated: 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. 
Berryhill  Bldg. 

1 

S15  !g-.  E.  Prince 

j 
i 

Cantaloupes 

July  3 

Closed 
July  2k 

* 

Report  discontinued. 

*  * 

State  Department  cooperating. 

TSi.iPORARY 

ASSIGNMENTS : 

W. 

H 

.  Mosier  -  in  Fort  Worth 

office . 

R.  L.  Sutton  -  Pleasant  Valley,  la. 

R. 

H 

.  Shoemaker  -  on  leave. 

G.  E.  Prince  -  Salt  Lake  City  office. 

A. 

E 

.  Prugh  -  on  leave. 
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lc.     EXAMIjJE  i/ELOilS  CAREFULLY  FOB  EVIDENCE  OF  STEivl-END  TREATMENT'. 

W.  E.  Lewis,  on  his  return  from  southern  watermelon  districts,  reports 
great  carelessness  on  the  part  of  many  shippers  in  applying  the  stem-end 
treatment.    He  states  that  many  cars  go  out  of  Georgia  with  only  the  melons 
between  the  doors  treated.    Some  of  the  most  reliable  shippers  are  sending 
out  ca.rs  of  this  kind.    Most  of  the  difficulty  is  due  to  incompetent  labor  or 
to  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  the  treatment. 

All  Inspectors  in  receiving  markets  should  examine  melons  carefully  in 
all  portions  of  the  car  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  load  has  been  treated 

2c.     SUNBURN  ON  THE  UNDER  SIDE  OF  MELONS . 

Mr.  Lewis  further  reports  that  some  Georgia  shippers  are  making  a 
practice  of  turning  over  melons  in  the  field,  in  order  to  prevent  sunburn. 
This  practice  probably  results  in  greater  injury  to  the  melons  than  would 
occur  if  the  side  which  has  become  accustomed  to  the  sun  were  left  up.  Heavy 
decay  in  a  car  received' in -Washington  during  the  past  week  probably  resulted 
from  this  practice.    The  decay  in  this  car  was  described  as  follows :- 
"Approximately  \  of  melons  show  decay  on  under  sides,  majority  with  a  spot  2 
to  4  inches  in  diameter,  many  melons  with  entire  under  side  decayed;  in  some 
cases  decayed  spot  sunken  and  partially  dried.11 

Any  cars  of  melons  which  show  evidence  of  sunburn  on  under  side  should 
be  given  special.  attentionf and  conditions  reported  to  Washington  by  letter. 

3c .    PEANUT  INSPECTIONS'  GIVE  SATISFACTION . 

On  his  return  from  a  trip  through  southern  peanut  sections,  particularly 
Georgia  and  Alabama,  Paul  M.  Williams  advises  that  he  interviewed  quite  a 
number  of  shippers  and  does  not  recall  a  single  instance  in  which  serious  com- 
plaint was  made  on  any  inspection:   of  peanuts  within  the  past  three  years. 
"This  speaks  very  well  for  the  Federal  Inspection  Service,"  continued 
Mr.  Williams,  "and  should  be  an  encouragement  to  the  Inspectors  who  may  some- 
times wonder  whether  their  work  is  appreciated  as  it  should  be.    One  party, 
perhaps  the  heaviest  operator  in  that  section,  said:   'Well,  Mr.  Williams,  I 
don't  know  how  we  could  do  business  without  the  assistance  of  the  Federal  food 
products  inspection  service."1 

As  is  well  known,  the  Southeastern  Peanut  Association  has  adopted  the 
Federal  grades  for  shelled  White  Spanish  peanuts  as  a  basis  for  all  sales.  One 
of  its  provisions  is  that,  in- case  a  shipment  of  peanuts  is  rejected,  a 
Federal  Inspector  shall  be  called  to  determine  the  grade  of  the  car  and  to 
state  very  definitely  what  percentage  of  defects  the  goods  contain.     In  event 
the  goods  are  found  to  be  below  the  Federal  standards,  the  Association  has  an 
automatic  system  of  allowances  in  the  purchaser's  favor.    These  regulations, 
together  with  the  trouble  lately  found  with  discolored  nuts,  place  serious 
responsibility  on  the  Inspector  as  the  final  arbiter  in  the  matter.    More  than 
250  inspections  of  peanuts  were  made  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

^c.    ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  LAST  FISCAL  YEAR. 

Elsewhere  in  this  D.L.  are  two  of  the  annual  tables,  showing  terminal 
market  inspections  by  products  and  by  months  for  the  year  ending  in  June,  192U. 
The  data  in  these  tables  will  bear  careful  study.    Against  the  total  of  29283 
inspections  the  past  year,  there  were  2S,L69  the  year  before  and  31.20J  in  1922 
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5  c    HECOHD  OF  BE  INSPECTIONS. 
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6 c .     WEEKLY  AND  ^OI^THaT  ^]TOPTS_ 

Some  offices  have  'been  putting  only  the  date  on  the  date  line  of  their 
weekly  and  monthly  reports.    The  name  of  the  office  should  precede  the  date. 
Those  in  charge  in  Washington  trill  have  no  difficulty  in  associating  the  report 
with  the  proper  office  through  the  name  of  the  Inspector,  but  those  who  com- 
pile records  and  file  such  material  do  not  have  this  information  and  need  the 
name  of  the  office  in  order  to  credit  the  report  to  the  proper  place. 

7c     0UT-0F-TG-.7N  Rt&UESTS  AT  PITTSBURGH. 

In  writing  of  the  volume  of  work  at  Pittsburgh,  J.  J.  Gardner  said  that 
the  out-of-town  requests  last  week  resulted  in  the  loss  of  quite  a  few  in- 
spections in  Pittsburgh,  principally  express  and. railroad  requests.    Five  in- 
spections were  made  at  Johnstown,  Pa.;  eleven  at  Youngstown,  Ohio;  one  each 
at  Greenville,  Pa.,  and  Sharon,  Pa.,  making  a  total  of  S2  inspections  from 
July  21  to  25  inclusive. 

8 c •     CALIFORNIA  I^PESTI^LSMTOE  -  SUGAR  TEST  OF  GRAPES . 

The  following  extract  from  the  "Grape  Inspection  Circular"  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia service  explains  the  method  used  by  inspectors  in  determining  the 
maturity  of  grapes: 

Selection  of  Samples. 
As  stated  in  another  part  of  this  circular,  grade  requirements  apply 
specifically  to  each  individual  package  in  any  lot,     In  the  case  of  sugar  con- 
tent, this  means  that  in  juice  grapes  the  average  sugar  content  of  the  stock 
within  any  one  container  shall  not  be  below  the  minimum  stated  in  the  grade 
being  considered,  and  in  table  grapes  that  no  single  bunch  shall  be  below  such 
minimum. 

As  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  test  many  packages  in  any  lot,  a  sam- 
ple should  be  secured  that,  from  all  outward  indications  such  as  color,  etc, 
would  show  the  minimum  sugar  content  in  the  lot,  and  in  addition  in  juice  grapes 
a  sample  should  be  taken  which  represents  the  average  of  the  lot.    Any  stock 
showing  great  variations  in  any  part  of  the  lot  should,  of  course,  be  tested 
separately. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  average  test  of  an  entire  carlo t,  when  some  of 
the  stock  is  very  low  and  some  very  high,  would  not  be  a  fair  determination, 
as  most  carloads  are  sold  out  in  small  lots. 

(Continued  over) 


Several  methods  are  in  use  for  obtaining  the  juice  for  tests.    One  of 
these  consists  of  squeezing  the  grapes  through  cheesecloth.     In  another,  a  con- 
tainer with  a  strainer  "bottom  is  used;  in  this  the  stock  is  crushed  -by  an  in- 
strument resembling  a  potato  masher, 

Occasionally  juice  is  obtained  by  using  an  ordinary  food  grinder.  What- 
ever method  is  used,  the  juice  should  be  strained  or  allowed  to  settle,  so  ohat 
no  floating  particles  of  pulp  or  other  matter  will  affect  bhe  test. 

The  cylinder  is  filled  with  enough  juice  to  cause  it  to  overflow  and  float 
off  any  bubbles  or  foam  present,  and  saccharimeter  is  inserted.    Care  is  taken 
that  the  instrument  does' not  touch  the  sides  of  the  cylinder.    After  the  in- 
strument has  been  in  the  liquid  a  sufficient  time  to  settle  and  allow  the  ther- 
mometer to  act,  a  reading  of  the  scale  is  taken  at  a  level  with  the  liquid,  care 
being  taken  not  to  read  the  thin  film  of  liquid  (meniscus)  which  tends  to  climb 
the  stem.    The  thermometer  is  then  read,  and  corrections  applied  to  the  scale 
reading. 

The  saccharimeter  mast  be  clean,  as  any  sugar  or  dirt  adhering  to  it 
will  result  in  inaccurate  readings. 

The  Balling  scale  saccharimeter  used  for  this  purpose  has  a  thermometer 
attached,  together  with  a  correction  scale  for  temperature.  The  instrument  is 
standard  at  6o°F. 

When  the  temperature  is  above  oC°,  the  correction  is  additive;  when  "be- 
low 6o°,  subtractive. 
Examples: 

(1)  Scale  reading:  19-5,  temperature  S6°,  correction  0.9;  then  1Q.5 
plus  0.9  equals  20. k,  the  corrected  reading, 

(2)  Scale  reading:     lg.5,  temperature  33°F,  correction      O.U;  then  IS. 5  - 
O.U  equals  18.1,  the  corrected  reading. 

Hote:    Above  examples  refer  to  the  Saxcharimeter  made  by  the 
Taylor  Co/,  and  graduated  10°  to  30°.     It  will^be  ob- 
served that  the  instrument  now  in  use  graduated  0°  to 
30°  has  no  decimal  points  printed  on  the  correction 
scale;  the  numbers,  however,  are  decimals  and  should 
be  used  as  such. 

Fc  G-:  E0B3, 

Specialist  in  Inspeco^on. 


(continued  from  Page  J>60) 

OFF ICS  NOTFS; 

A  recent  wire  from  Cincinnati  indicates  that  Inspector  R«  C,  Sose  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  resume  work,  because  of  the  condition  of  his  health. 
Ac  H,  Foist er  has  remained  in  charge  of  Cincinnati  inspections,  and  will  con- 
tinue on  that  work  indef initely*    In  the  P«L»  of  three  weeks  ago,  it  was 
announced  that  Mr*  Polster  probably  would  proceed  to  the  Chicago  oifices  but 
this  change  has  had  to  be  deferred* 
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OF? ICE  KGTES; 

A  recent  wire  from  Mr.  St illwell  advises  that  he  will  "be  in  Portland 
this  Friday  and  Saturday;  Seattle  Monday,  Spokane  Tuesday,  and  Caldwell, 
Idaho,  on  Thursday  end  Friday,.  August  8  and  9* 

&a  E«  Prince  has  spent  this  week  in  the  Los  Angeles  office,  Next 
week,  he  will  substitute  for  J,  R,  Punoan,  at  Salt  Lake  City,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  H0rthwest  to  make  preparations  for  the  resumption  of  market 
reports  on  apples  at  the  Spokane  office*; 

R,  H,:  Lamb  has  left  Benver,  where  he  substituted  for  John  D,  Snow  a 
few  weeks,  and  will  open  the  Grand  Junction  field  station  on  Monday, 

Leaving  New  I0rk  City  "by  the  end  of  this  week,  R.  H.  Shoemaker  will 
proceed  to  Chicago  and  then  take  his  annual  leave,  before  opening-  the  field 
Station  at  Benton  Harbor,  M^ch* 

E«  L'osier  expects  to  leave  Port  Worth  by  August  5,  when  Mr.  Googe 
returns  from  his  vacation.    Until  about  the  18tht  Mr,  Mosier  will  substitute 
for  Lt  H,  V/ulfekuhl,  at  Cincinnati,  and  will  then  go  to  Columbus  to. take  his' 
own  leave. 

Having  substituted  for  J*       Poyd,  in'  Pittsburgh,  R,  L,  Sutton  returned 
tc  Washington  early  this  week,  and  is  now.  on  leave  at  Baliston#  Va,    On  Sunday, 
he  will  start  for  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa,  where  he  will  assist  Mr,  Shirley  with 
rni:n  inspections  until  about  August  l4, 

J*  E,  Dickerson,  who  Was  in  charge  of  the  inspection  work  on  onions  at 
Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa,  returned  to  the  Chicago  office  for  a  few  days  and  will 
soon  go  to  the  onion  districts  of  Indiana ^  to  arrange  for  the  inspection 
service  in  that  territory.     C,        Shirley  remaiDed  at    Pleasant  V£lley« 

P.  D,  Rupert  left  Washington  for  Hew  York  City  last  Friday  evening.  He 
is  assisting  with  inspections  in  that  market  this  week,  and  about  August  k 
will  start  shipping-point  work  on  early  apples  and  peaches  at  Hancock,  Md, 

P,  E,  H0oper,  after  reaching  New  York  City,  was  sent  to  Boston  to  help 
with  the  inspection  work  in  that  territory  for  about  t"ro  weeks, 

E,  E#  Conklin,  Jr.,  expects  to  reach  Washington  early  next  week.  He 
.stopped  at  Aberdeen,       C,  ,  a  few  days  en  route  from  Georgia, 

0.  C-r  •  Strauss  will  proceed  from  Macon,  &a,,  to  Indianapolis ,  Ind*, 
where  he  will  substitute  for  B,  H.  Roweli,  while  the  latter  goes  on  vacation, 
beginning  about  August  5* 

J.  C,  Townsend,  Jr*,  will  spend  a  shcrt  period  of  leave  in  South 
Carolina  and  then  go  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  take  further  training  in  in- 
spection work. 
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OFFICE  NOTES;  (Continued) 

S.  R.  Hall  and  L.G.  C.  Peirce  left  Georgia  on  July  27,  and  J.  W.  Howard 
and  A.S.  Mas  oil  left  a  few  days  later,  all  bound  for  Chicago, 

The  five  men    just  mentioned,  together  with  G.  W.  Winfrey  (now  at  Nash- 
ville, Ark.)  and  W.  H.  Hall,  market  reporter  in  Chicago,  will  constitute  the 
new  training  class  for  inspectors,  which  will  "be  started  about  August  15  in 
Chicago, 

Robert  Sier  expects  to  complete  the  Georgia  peach  inspection  deal  this 
week,  and  return  to  Washington  some  time  ne::t  week,  for  a  period  of  leave, 

,  ;/-  E;  Le^is  returnee  to  his  desk  in  Washington  on  Monday,  after  having 
made  investigations  in  watermelon  grading  and  shipping  in  Florida  and  Georgia 
the  past  nve  weeks.  ,  ~.\  7; 

»  C'  3oree»  at  Present  in  charge  of  the  Market  News  headquarters  in 

fajM1^*11'  bS  °n  l9^S  011  of  next  're2~*  ^Mgast  3  to  5,    J.  W.  Park  re- 

h  -loupe  invest!-,  : tions  in  aorth  Carolina,  and  will  handle 


^vBoree«s  work  dlirins  ^sence.  Later,  .  I-r/park  will 
aor onem.  cantaloupe- shipping  districts,  to  complete  his  st 


.  nroceed  to  the  more 
northern  ^,^1^.^^...  ~  —  tudies. 


.   .     .  l-T'  Samson  was  back  at  his  desk  yesterday-  after  r  five-day  automobile 
trip  to  gg@  York  City .and  vicinity, 

H*:,  Sherman  and  Mr.  Sobb  will  go  to  Chic  •• -to  on  lioiiday,  Aumust  U,  for  a 
conference  with  railroad  officials  regarding  inspection  work.    While  there,  Mr. 
Rohb  -ill  assist  in  making  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  inspection  training 
clasr.  and  for  the  various  assignments  in  fall  ski-Toi:ia-r>oint  work  in  the  central 
States.  "  : 

^'  c-  Hackleman,  Supervising  Inspector,  -ill  go  from  New  York  City  early 
neat  week  on  a  10  days1  vacation  to  virions  points  in  Virginia,  after  which  he 
-ill  proceed  to  Cnicago  for  conference  regarding  the  training  course  to  be 
given  Inspectors. 

F.  S.  Zua.erman,  who  -as  supervising  inspections  at  shipping  points  in 
Delaware,  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Hew  York  for  two<  "eeks.    He  will 
resume  the  work  at  Dover,  Delaware;  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  the  later 
shipments  start  moving. 

. 0n  August  5,  J,  B.  Wright  will  sail  on  a  Naval  vessel-  from  San  Pedro  to 
San  Francisco.    From  that  point,  he  will  go  to  Vallejo  and  relieve  S.  H.  Fountain 
Navy  .Inspector,  while  Mr.  Fountain  takes' annual  leave. 

Other  Inspectors  now  on  leave  include  the  following:-  W.C.  Hangstafer,  of 
New  York  City  staff.    G.C.  Bayley,  of  the  Detroit  office,    T.  L.  Kelly,  Navy 
Inspector  in  Philadelphia;  Herman  Beckenstrater  is  handling  Lr,  Kelly's  work  in 
his  a/bsence, 

J.J.  Gardner,  of. the  Pittsburgh  office,-  advises  that  his  residence  tele- 
phone number  has  been  changed  from  Lafayette  U3U0-R  to  Lafayette  01-3-H.  Please 
note  this  change  on  your  list  of  Inspectors.  .  ! 
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r        : "v.:      -VE  MEN  ENGAGED  in  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK: 

(subject  to  change) 

Mercker,  Aberdeen,  N,  C4 

Parsons,  IO3O  State  Office  Bidg, ,  Richmond,  Va» 
Rupert,  Hancock,  M&*] 
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Zimmerman,  c/o  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  Dover,  Del#: 
(after  Aug*  12) 

Stephens,  Coles  Hotel,  Moore st own,  N«  J, 

Dickerson,  

Shirley,  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa, 

Sutton,  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa  (until  S/lk)t 

Harsha,  Or  rick,  Mo«, 

Hoover,  c/o  County  Agent,  Topeka,  Kans. 

Marks,  Nashville,  Ark.; 
Winfrey,  Nashville,  Ark,; 

Baehler,  c/o  State  Extension  Service,  Baton  Rouge,  La, 
Longino,  Pittsburg,  Texas, 

Lindstrom,  c/o  State  Mkt,  Commission,  OkLa.  City,  Okla, 

Wes:t gate,  U35  Keeline  Bidg.,  Omaha,  Nebr, 

McKune,  329  Capitol  Bidg* ,  Denver,  Colo. 
Cauble,  329  Capitol  Bidg.,  Denver,  Colo, 
Dyer,  Delta,  Colo. 

Sanborn,  c/o  State  Dept,:  of  Agri,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Allewelt,  State  Dept.  of  Agr,,  Sacramento,  Calif, 
Beasley,  c/o  State  Dept»  of  Agr«,  Watsonville, 
Cadwallader,  c/o  State  Dept#i  of  Agr.,  Turlock, 
Larson,  285  Wholesale  Terminal  Bidg,,  Los  Angeles. 
Linwood,  c/o  State  Dept,  of  Agr.,  Presno, 
Nutting,  c/o  State  Dept,  of  Agr,,  Sebastopo}.. 
Peterson,  State  Dept,  of  Agr.,  Sacramento, 
Powell,  State  Dept*,  of  Agr,,  Sacramento, 
Powell, 

Rogers,  State  Dept,  of  &gr,,  Sacramento. 

Bailey,  ^3  Pederal  Bidg.,  Spokane,  Wash. 
Close,  Court  House,  lakima,  Wash, 

Schultz,  State  DePt,  of  Agr,,  Boise,  Idaho. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPAETMENT  OF  AGE I CULTURE 
Bureau  of    Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D«  C. 

Eruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETT.  P..  VOL ,  %  NO-  72 

August   3,  1924. 

(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    APPLE  UNLOaDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  CITIES . 

V,.  C  Lynn,  cooperative  inspector  in  Pennsylvania,  wrote  the  following 

release  concerning  apples  in  that  State: 

"The  1923  receipts  of  Pennsylvania  apples  in  the  largest  15 
markets  in  this  State  were  more  then  double  those  of  1922,  as  shown  by 
statistics  obtained  recently  by  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Markets, 
Last  year  7,^5U  cars  of  apples  were  unloaded  in  the  15  cities,  of  which 
11$,  or  SUO  cars,  originated  in  this  State,  while  in  1522  the  total  re- 
ceipts amounted  to  6,326  cars,  6$  of  which,  or  397  cars,  were 
Pennsylvania  apples  .    The  1923  receipts  were  about  equal  to  the  7>^7^ 
cars  of  1921,  when  Pennsylvania  again  supplied  about  6$  of  the  total. 
Total  shipments  of  apples  from  Pennsylvania  points  in  1923  ^ere  3»53° 
cars  . 

"Ne-r  York  and  Washington  led  all  other  States  in  supplying  the 
larger  Pennsylvania  markets  with  apples  in  carload  lots.    Valuable  re- 
cords obtained  for  three  years  show  that  these  two  States  supply  about 
two-thirds  of  the  carlot  apples.    Approximately  JQ$>  of  the  receipts  in 
1921  came  from  these  States;  in  1522  they  supplied  73;o,  and  last  year 
they  dropped  to  62;o,  the  decrease  being  partly  balanced  by  more 
Pennsylvania  apples.    The  cities  showing  the  largest  increases  in  Penn- 
sylvania receipts  were  Bethlehem,  Johnstown,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh. 

"Arrivals  from  Virginia  soared  from  SH  cars  in  1922  to  U6U  last 
year,  most  of  these  going  through  the  Philadelphia  market.    West  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  likewise  jumped,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
327  cars  from  West  Virginia  going  through  Pittsburgh  and  two-thirds  of 
the  23U  dryland  cars  being  unloaded  in  Philadelphia.    Apple  receipts 
from  Michigan  totaled  113  cars,  or  double  the  1922  unloads.    These  con- 
sisted of  early  fall  apoles  and  the  majority  were  sold  in  Pittsburgh, 
although  Wilkes-Barre  and  Scranton  absorbed  2U  cars  between  them. 
Delaware  apples  appeared  in  about  the  same  quantity  as  in  1922. 

"Over  2,300  cars  of  apples  came  from  the  western  boxed-epple 
States  during  the  year.    This  necessitated  a  freight  expenditure  of 
over  $1,000,000.    With  New  York  furnishing  3*J$  of  the  carlot  receipts 
in  the  15  large  markets,  the  western  boxed- apple  States  31^.  and- 
Pennsylvania  only  llfb,  it  is  readily  seen  that  producers  and  shippers 
in  this  State  must  center  their  efforts  along  the  marketing  line  in 
order  to  get  back  into  their  own  home  markets,  and  the  first  factor  to  * 
be  considered  is  better  grading  and  packing." 

AUGUST  CEO?  ESTHETES  ON  PRINCIPAL  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES  WERE  RELEASED  YESTER- 
DAY. 


(Page  36D 
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lb .     POTATO  UNLOADS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  CITIES.  

Porter  R.  Taylor,  Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Markets,  re- 
cently released  the  following  article  to  the  press: 

"About  17,000  carloads  of  potatoes  were  required  to  feed  the 
population  of  15  Pennsylvania  cities  during  1923  1  in  addition  to  the 
millions  of  bushels  supplied  directly  from  Pennsylvania  farms,  according 
to  figures  compiled  by  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Markets  from  railroad 
records.    The  exact  receipts  during  1923  amounted  to  lb, 97^  cars,  as 
compared  with  16,501  the  preceding  year  and  15.53°  cars  in  1921,  showing 
a  steady  increase  each  year. 

"The  outlet  that  Pennsylvania  markets  offer  producers  is  clearly 
shown  in  the  record  of  6,591  cars  of  potatoes  received  at  these  markets 
from  iwaine,  New  York,  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  which  are  the 
important  competing  areas  of  Pennsylvania  in  late  potato  production. 
This  volume  is  almost  double  the  3 » 599  cars  shipped  from  all  points  in 
Pennsylvania  during  1523  • 

"Prices  paid  for  Pennsylvania  stock  are  determined  largely  by 
sales  in  the  northern  States,  with  freight  added  to  our  markets.    The  ad- 
vantage which  Pennsylvania  growers  have  in  local  markets  over  producers 
in  the  more  northern  States,  except  Hew  York,  amounts  to  2]>~h8tp  per 
bushel  in  freight  charges  alone. 

"Over  GOO  cars  less  of  Pennsylvania  potatoes  were  unloaded  in 
1923  than  in  1522,  chiefly  because  of  a  decrease  of  l,bOO  cars  in  ship- 
ments, resulting  from  the  increased  use  of  the  motor  truck  within  the 
State  and  from  market  conditions.    Philadelphia  continued  its  preference 
for  Pennsylvania  stock,  using  1,569  cars  as  compared  with  Pittsburgh's 
2U5  cars  .    Only  13$  of  the  total  receipts  came  from  Pennsylvania  points 
in  1923,  while  in  previous  years  practically  13%  was  from  that  source. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  large  volume  of  local  sales,  the  1923  crop 
in  the  State  having  totaled  2o,  1^5,000  bushels. 

"Michigan  displaced  Hew  Jersey  from  second  place,  supplying  2,l69 
cars,  1,5CU  being  received  at  Pittsburgh  and  279  a*  Philadelphia.  As 
usual,  Virginia  had  little  competition  during  the  early  summer  and 
furnished  2,136  cars.    Philadelphia  received  about  half  of  this  number, 
but  all  of  the  cities  received  a  considerable  supply  from  this  source. 
Nearness  to  market  gave  New  York  fourth  place  with  1,876  cars,  which 
were  used  chiefly  in  Philadelphia,  Scranton  and  Pittsburgh, 

"New  Jersey  and  Maine  ranked  next  with  l,6Ul  and  1,581  cars, most 
of  the  latter  being  received  at  Philadelphia.    Two  States  of  particular 
interest  were  Wisconsin,  which  reported  593  cars,  and  Minnesota  with 
367  cars,  in  spite  of  the  freight  rates  of  26f  and  36^,  respectively, 
into  the  Pittsburgh  market  and  larger  amounts  to  points  farther  east, 

"Philadelphia  used  half  of  the  total  receipts  for  the  State,  re- 
porting 8,519  cars,  as  compared  with  U,^06  cars  unloaded  at  Pittsburgh. 
Scranton  with  1,158  and  Vdlkes-Barre  with  73U  cars  easily  outranked 
Karrisburg  with  352  cars,  Altoona  with  295i  and  Reading  with  287  cars* 
Allentown,  Bethlehem,  Erie,  Eeading,  Villiamsport  and  York  were  con- 
spicuous in  their  dependence  on  local  or  near-by  supplies  of  potatoes." 
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2b .     liTC^a  SgmglgS  iY:     P.P.  WIRES . 

All  field  station  representatives  are  requested  to  show  in  f.o.b.  wires 
the  division  totals  on  shipment  information  for  first  10  days  after  opening 
any  station.    Experience  proves  that,  if  reporters  are  checked  promptly  during 
the  first  few  days,  there  is  less  likelihood  of  further  discrepancies.  The 
mail  check  now  being  used  is  not  showing  satisfactory  results,  because  it  is 
too  slow.     Field  men  need  not  send  in  the  mail  reports  of  shipments  hereafter, 
but  every  man  opening  a  new  station  should  remember  to  add  the  shipments  to 
his  fjO.b.  wire  for  10  days.     Stations  that  have  opened  quite  recently  also 
should  report  by  wire  for  several  days. 

3b,     NOTICES  RaC-ARDIITG  EMBARGOES. 

Effective  August  14,  field  station  representatives  will  be  advised  tel- 
egraphically, as  part  of  shipment  information  from  Washington,  regarding  notices 
of  embargoes  filed  by  railroads  on  crops  in  which  stations  are  interested.  The 
effective  dates  of  embargoes  and  of  cancellations  will  be  shown.     Care  should 
be  taken  by  our  field  men  that  car. cell at ion  of  embargoes  be  published,  so  that 
shippers  will  be  kept  advised  of  when  previously  embargoed  markets  are  open. 
As  some  of  the  embargoes  are  conditional  or  partial,  information  should  be 
published  in  bulletins  exactly  as  sent  out  by  Washington.     Repeat  the  informa- 
tion daily  in  bulletins  until  notice  of  cancellation  is  received. 

4b.     LQiV  PRICES  FOR  VIB>II7IA  POTATOES. 

Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  farmers  seem  to  be  "up  against  it11  this  year. 
Claiming  that  the  low  prices  for  potatoes  were  resulting  in  a  net  loss  to 
themselves,  mass  meetings  were  held  last  week  throughout  the  peninsula  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  according  to  a  newspaper  clipping  received  from  E.  2, 
Biddle,  of  the  Philadelphia  office.     At  these  gatherings,  an  ultimatum  seems 
to.  have  to  been  agreed  upon  to  the  following  effect;  (,A  Living  Price  for  our 
Crop  or  We  Will  Let  It  Rot!"  A  minimum  f.o.b.  price  of  $2.00  per  barrel  appar- 
ently was  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  various  meetings. 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  note  the  outcome  of  this  matter:     Prom  3450 
cars  of  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  potatoes  during  the  week  ending  July  IS,  ship- 
ments decreased  the  following  week  to  about  2,150  cars  and  the  next  week  to 
1,860  cars,    Mr.  Biddle  suggests  that  these  meetings  of  growers  and  the 
resultant  decision  doubtless  helped  to  reduce  the  number  of  cars  shipped.  Por 
about  a  week  after  the  ultimatum  was  issued,  the  f.o.b,  price  remained  at 
$2.00  or  more,  but  during  the  last  few  days  the  situation  has "again  lapsed  and 
latest  quotations  are  $1.50-1.75.     Many  cars  are  being  rolled  unsold. 

Read  Mr.  Biddle fs  interesting  article  on  Virginia  potatoes  in  "Crops  and 
Markets"  for  August  2, "page  71. 

5b.     TWO  ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES. 

The  following  additional  field  station  summaries  are  being  distributed; 
SUMMARY  OP  ITS 5 TERM  AND  ■  CENTRAL  HEW  I0BK  OtlOE  DEAL,  Season  of  1923-24,  and 
SUMMARY  OP  ITE  STERN  AND  CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  CABBAGE  DEAL,  Season  of  1923-24,  both 
written  by  C.  L.  Brown.     The  first  contains  10  pages  and  the  second  22  pages. 
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6b.     NORTH  CAROLINA  PEACES  GO  TO  LONDON. 

Early  this  week  the  following  article  was  prepared  and  released  by  George  R. 
Ross,  Chief  of  the  IT.  C.  Division  cf  Markets:- 

"Two  carloads  of  the  famous  Sandhill  peaches  rolled  out  of  the  Jackson  Springs 
section  this  afternoon  (August  5),  hound  for  London,    Never  before  has  Royalty  had 
this  delicious  North  Carolina  fruit,  both  its  bloom  and  sweetness  rafted  across  to 
them. 

"One  car  is  loaded  with  960  packages,  each  containing  50  beautiful  peaches  of 
the  Hale  variety,  grown  and  packed  a.t  the  Ivianice  Orchard,  bearing  the  brand  of  the 
Manice  Orchard,  the  Slue  Goose  of  the  American  Fruit  Growers,  and  the  stamp  of  the 
Federal-State  inspectors,  placing  them  in  the  class  of  U.  S.  Ho.l  Fancy, 

"The  other  car  is  loaded  with  448  crates,  all  of  the  Slberta  variety,  grown 
and  packed  by  the  Derby  Orchard,    Each  peach  that  went  into  these  crates  was  the 
best  that  the  growers  could  select  from  their  large  harvest, 

"These  shipments  are  being  personally  handled  by  W,  M,  Scott,  of  the  American 
Fruit  Growers,     The  cars  moved  out  over  the  Norfolk-Southern  to  Aberdeen.  There 
they  are  delivered  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railway,  where  they  will  be  re-iced  in 
Raleigh,  arriving  in  New  York  City  Friday  morning,  August  8,     Then  they  will  be 
transferred  to  the  steamer  'Olympic1  and  started  again,     They  go  to  the  city  of 
London,  where  they  will  be  offered  for  sale  on  August  18. 

"This  is  the  first  shipment  of  peaches  from  North  Carolina  to  England.  The 
growers,  Edward  A.  Ivianice  and  Roger  A,  Derby,  have  contemplated  for  sometime  just 
such  a  movement  in  an  attempt  to  widen  the  market  for  Sandhill  peaches.    No  doubt 
but  what  the  sale  of  these  excellent  peaches  will  bring  much  credit  to  North 
Carolina. 

"It  is  interesting  to  know  that  at  the  Hamlet  reach  Show,  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  boasted  that,  within  five  years,  the  port  of  Wilmington  would  be 
carrying  Sandhill  peaches  under  refrigeration  across  the  water,     'Hie  carload  of 
Hales  from  the  ivianice  Orchard  was  personally  inspected  by  the  Federal  shipping- 
point  inspector  and  will  carry  with  it  a  certificate  of  the  true  condition  of  the 
fruit  in  the  car  upon  its  shipment  from  the  shed  at  West  End," 

7b.     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  AUGUST  2: 

Fage  69  -  Market  for  Apples  in  Hongkong, 

-  Marketing  Michigan  Cherries, 

70  £>.  Special  paragraphs  on  watermelons  in  the  weekly  review, 

-  Western  New  York  peaches  in  storage,  (filler) 

71  -  Virginia  Potato  Shipments  Heavy,  -  by  E.  R.  Diddle. 

—  Dry  Weather  in  Northwest,  -  by  R.  L.  Ringer. 

-  First  arrivals  of  new  sweet  potatoes,  (filler) 

72  —  Watermelons  in  Central  Georgia,  -  by  F,  H,  Scruggs. 

—  California  Leading  Pear  State, —based  on  summary  by  C.  E.  Schultz. 

-  Early  Potatoes  in  Idaho,  -  based  on  summary  by  A,  S.  Frugh. 

—  Minnesota  Potato  Growers  Buy  V'arehouse.  { 
76  -  The  Transvaal  Grows  Peanuts. 

—  Australian  orcha.rdists  have  new  market  outlet,  (filler) 
80  —  Mediterranean  Almond  Crop. 


J.  W. 

Assistant  in  Market  Surveys. 
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Hife.il 
List 

In 

Charge 

Re-oorts 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  close 

RALEIGH,  .IT",  C.** 

312  Agricultural  Bldg. 

1 

1 

J. 

D. 

Evers 

Berries* 

Lettuce* 

S .Beans* 

Potatoes  * 

Dewberries* 

Cucumbers* 

Peaches 

Cantaloupes* 

"watermelons 

May  6 
Lay  20 
June  2 
June  6 
June  9 
June  12 
June  23 
July  15 
July  2S 

May  28* 
June  2* 
June  21* 
July  5* 
June  27* 
July  3* 
Aug .  12 
July  30* 
Aug.  15 

MACON,  GA  .  *  * 
Hotal  Macon 

S75 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

V,'ate  melons 

July  lk 

Aug.  15 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

52s 

G . 

D . 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept,  6 

FRESNO,  CALIF. 
Sequoia  +iotel 

919 

C. 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  29 

Nov.  29 

KEARNEY ,  NEBR. 

930 

rt 

H . 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

July  28 

Aug.  30 

GRAM)  JUNCTION,  COLO-** 

sU6 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Pears 

Peaches 

Apples 

ii-Ug.  6 

---ug-  7 

Aug.  IS 

Sept.  15  j 

Oct.  31 
Oct.  4 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  31 

The  following  stations  probably  will  o-oen  on  c 

.ates  indicated: 

ROCKY  FORD ,  COLO. 

S21 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Cantaloupes 

Aug.  IS 

Sept.  15 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICJI.** 

S38 

R. 

H. 

Shoeraake] 

Grapes 

Apples 

Peaches 

Potatoes 

Onions 

A-ug.  2S 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  8 
Sept .  22 
Sept.  22 

Oct.  IS 
Oct.  IS 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  "IS 
Oct.  IS 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

&kl 

G 

E. 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept .  1 

Aiar.  15 

The  following  station  closed  on 

date  indicatec 

Closed 

MACON,  GA.** 
Hotel  Eacon 

533 

k. 

Peterson 

Pea  che  s 

June  2 

Aug.  2 

*  Report  discontinued.  **  State  Department  cooperating. 

m^RAEY  ASSIGMS1JTS: 


w. 

H. 

hosier  -  in  Cincinnati  office. 

R.  L. 

Sutton  - 

Pleasant  Valley,  la. 

R. 

H. 

Shoemaker  -  on  leave. 

G .  E . 

Prince  - 

Salt  Lake  City  office. 

A. 

E. 

Prugh  -  on  leave. 

R.  M. 

Peterson 

-  Atlanta  office. 
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lc.     POTATO  AND  PRUNE  SITUATION  IN  IDAHO, 

In  a  letter  dated  August  1,  L.  G,  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector  in 
Idaho,  wrote  as  follows  concerning/ potatoes  and  prunes: 


"I  had  hoped  to  he  able  to  report  that  the  potato  movement  was  increasing 
this  week,  hut  if  anything  it  is  falling  off  from  day  to  day.     If  the  price  had 
remained  at  $1.00,  there  would  have  been  quite  a  heavy  movement  this  week,  but 
now  indications  are  that  it  will  be  quiet  for  several  days  at  least, 

"The  drouth  situation  has  not  up  to  date  damaged  the  potato  crop  to  any 
great  extent, except  in  one  or  two  localities  where  it  has  reduced  the  yield 
somewhat,     In  Malheur  County,  Oregon,  where  there  is  plenty  of  water,  the  crop? 
look  fine  and  the  fields  of  potatoes  that  have  been  dug  have  returned  good 
yields, 

"The  prunes  in  that  section  also  look  much  better  than  in  the  Boise 
Valley,  where  the  drouth  and  water  shortage  has  greatly  damaged  the  prospects, 
At  the  present  time,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  not  to  exceed  1,000 
cars  in  this  entire  district,  including  Malheur  County.,     This  is  against  about 
2,500  cars  last  season.     It  seems  that  the  lack  of  humidity,  as  well  as  in- 
sufficient irrigation,  affects  the  prunesmore  quickly  than  most  other  crops, 
and  they  are  dropping  badly,  turning  red  and  showing  gum  exudation,  especially 
where  the  red  spiders  were  bad.     They  cause  the  leaves  to  curl  and  permit  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun  to  hit  the  fruit,  with  the  results  noted  above. 

"A  check  of  the  largest  operators  in  the  Canyon  County  deal  indicate?  that 
practically  all  cars  of  potatoes  will  be  shipped  under  inspection  this  season, 
This  will  also  include  the  'Parmaho'   brand,  which  -as  shipped  la.st  year  without 
inspection.     The  only  cars  on.  which  inspection  will  not  be  ordered  will  be 
those  clearly  out  of  grade  and  perhaps  some  that  are  consigned.     It  is  hard  to 
estimate  the  number  of  cars  at  this  time,  for  until  digging  becomes  general  it 
is  impossible  to  determine  the  approximate  yield,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  total  shipments  from  the  eaa'ly  deal  will  be  under  last  year," 

2c.     CALIFORNIA  INSPECTORS  USE  I  ANY  AUT 01 .0 BILES, 

The  California  Inspection  Service  has  just  replaced  seven  wornout  auto- 
mobiles with  new  Studebakers,  and  has  purchased  five  additional  Studebaker  cars, 
This  makes  a  total  of  23  State-owned  automobiles  in  use  by  the  service  at  this 
time,  in  addition  to  which  the  purchase  of  seven  other  cars  will  be  made  in  the 
near  future, 

3c.     OVER  $10, 000  FEDERAL  PEES  FROM  CALIFORNIA. 

W,  F,  Allewelt,  Chief  of  the  California  Bureau  of  Frj.it  and  Vegetable 
Standardization,  has  just  approved  a  bill  of  $10,946.32  to  the  Food  Products 
Inspection  Service,  which  is  in  payment  of  the  Federal  fees  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1924,  as  provided  under  the  cooperative  agreement  between 
the  California  State  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture, 


ALL  INSPECTORS,  P;iRTICUL,JlLY  Tr.OSE  IN  THE  FIELD,   S-OULD  NOTE  C.JIEFULLY 
WHETHER  THE  D^L,  REACHES  THEM  REGUL.JILY,  ' REQUEST  A  COPY  OF 

ANY  KISSING  NUMBERS, 
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**C.     INSPECTION  OF  TEXAS  PEACES. 

H.  T.  Longino,  who  has  been  supervising  the  inspection  of  peaches  in 
northeast  Texas,  with  headquarters  recently  at  ait .  Vernon,  expects  to  complete 
that  deal  by  the  end  of  this  week.    He  is  using  seven  inspectors  who  were  with 
him  on  the  East  Texas  tomato  deal,  and  probably  will  have  a  total  of  250  cars 
by  the  close  of  the  season.    The  middle  of  last  week,  Mr.  Longino  made  a  visit 
to  College  Station,  where  he  addressed  a  meeting  held  at  the  A.  &  M.  College. 
County  Agents  from  all  over  the  State  were  present,  as  well  as  Western 
Weighing  Bureau  men  and  Freight  Claim  .agents  from  all  the  railroads. 
Mr.  Longino 's  part  in  this  short  horticultural  course  was  to  discuss  the 
Terminal  and  Shipping-Point  Inspection  Service,  especially  the  latter. 

5c.    NEV;S  OF  NORTH  CAROL I HA  PEaCK  DEaL, 

The  North  Carolina  peach  inspection  work  is  in  full  swing,  but  total 
shipments  likely  will  be  only  1,800  cars  instead  of  the  2,500  originally  ex- 
pected.   In  a  letter  of  August  6,  A.  E.  Mercker,  Supervising  Inspector, 
advised:  "The  weather  here  at  Aberdeen  is  very  cool  and  the  maturing  of  the 
peach  crop  is  delayed  and  drawn  out  over  a  longer  period.    There  is  very 
little  poorly-colored  stock,  and  practically  all  growers  are  working  to  get 
out  a  good  grade  and  pack." 

On  another  page  of  this  D.L.  is  an  item  about  the  Federal-inspected 
peaches  that  are  now  en  route  to  the  London  market • 

6c.    PEACH  INSPECTIONS  STARTING  IN  VIRGINIA.. 

Under  date  of  August  2,  F.  Earl  Parsons  wrote  from  Richmond,  Va .  that 
he  would  have  one  inspector  stationed  at  Timberville,  Va.,  this  week  and 
three  more  men  next  week  at  Crozet,  Charlottesville  and  Monroe,  Vs.,  on  peaches, 
etc . 

F.  G.  R0E3, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 

OFFICE  NOTES ! 

Mr.  Sherman  returned  from  Chicago  yesterday  morning  and  Mr.  Robb  this 
morning.    They  met  in  conference  with  representatives  of  western  railroads  re- 
garding the  possible  increased  use  of  the  Inspection  Service  by  carriers  in 
terminal  markets.    A  meeting  also  was  held  with  representatives  of  the 
Federated  F.  &  V.  Growers  on  the  marketing  of  products  of  the  Minnesota 
Potato  Growers  Exchange  the  coming  season.    Mr.  Robb  remained  in  Chicago  the 
extra  day  for  conference  with  Messrs.  Butner  and  Russell  regarding  proposed 
revisions  in  the  Inspectors'  Handbook. 

Taking  annual  leave  in  the  Northwest,  foSr.  Sfcillwell  expects  to  make  a 
tour  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  from  August  9  to  lU,    He  probably  will  reach 
the  Salt  Lake  City  office  by  the  15th;  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  on  the  l6th  and 
17th,  and  Denver  on  August  18, 

The  first  five  days  of  this  week  were  spent  by  V/.  C.  Eackleman  in  the 
Washington  office,  before  he  goes  on  a  week's  leave  in  Virginia.    He  plans  to 
reach  Chicago  by  .august  18,  where  he  will  assist  in  training  the  class  of 
Inspectors  which  will  be  started  on  the  12th. 

Herbert  Graff  is  acting  as  supervisor  in  the  New  York  office  during 
Mr.  Hackleman's  absence.    Mr.  Graff  will  handle  these  duties  until  about  Sept.  1. 
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R.  R.  Pailthorp  left  Washington  on, Wednesday,  and  will  arrive  at 
Spokane  by  Monday.    He  has  returned  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  for  about  two 
months,  in  order  to  line  up  the  various  apple  shippers  in  continuing  their 
reports  on  rejections.    Mr.  Pailthorp  can  be  reached  through  the  Spokane  office' 

Mr.  Samson  will  leave  this  Saturday  for  Gainesville,  Fla.,  where  he 
will  attend  meetings  in  connection  with  Farmers'  and  Fruit  Growers1  Week,  to  oe. 
held  at  the  State  College  of  Agriculture,    He  is  scheduled  to  discuss 
standardization  work,  especially  as  it  relates  to  citrus  fruits,  at  the  session 
on  Tuesday  afternoon.    Those  in  charge  of  this  general  gathering  expect  about 
1,500  persons  to  be  in  attendance. 

George  A.  DeHaven  will  leave  Georgia  within  a  few  days  and  proceed  to 
Chicago,  where  he  will  substitute  for  W.  H.  Hall,  while  the  latter  takes  the 
training  course  in  inspection  work. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  for  a  day  the  early 
part  of  this  week,  en  route  to  Syracuse,  1.  Y.,  where  he  will  spend  his 
vacation.    Mr,  Conklin  has  been  on  standardization  work  in  Florida,  Georgia  and 
other  parts  of  the  South  for  about  eight  months.    He  can  be  addressed  at  116 
W.  Kennedy  St.,  Syracuse,  until  the  latter  part  of  August. 

H.  A.  Spilman  returned  on  Monday  from  his  eight  weeks'  trip  t.o  the  West 
in  the  interest  of  standard  containers.    He  gave  special  attention  to  western 
crates  and  their  specifications. 

B.  E.  Shaffer  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  last  Saturday,  en  route 
by  automobile  from  Georgia  to  Chicago.    He  will  now  be  a  member  of  the  Chicago 
inspection  staff,  and  for  the  next  two  weeks  will  substitute  for  H.  A.  Arena, 
at  Milwaukee.    Mr.  Arenz  will  be  on  vacation. 

P.  D.  Rupert  spent  the  first  few  days  of  this  week  at  Hancock,  Md., 
preparatory  to  the  inspection  of  apples  and  peaches  in  that  territory-  Because 
of  the  delay  in  shipments,  he  has  come  to  Washington  for  a  short  period,  and 
will  later  return  to  Hancock  to  begin  inspections. 

Since  the  closing  of  i.iacon  field  station  on  peaches  last  Saturday, 
R.  M .  Peterson  has  gone  to  Atl&nta.where  he  will  substitute  for  T.  C  Curry 
while  the  latter  is  on  two  weeks'  leave,    lir.  Peterson  will  continue  to  issue 
peach  reports  from  Atlanta,  until  the  close  of  the  deal  in  North  Georgia.  |i 

Aaron  Stambaugh,  who  assisted  kr.  Callanan  and  later  lac.  Peterson  at 
the  Macon  office,  returned  to  Washington  on  Monday.    He  has  now  gone  on  a 
short  period  of  leave  at  Troy,  N.  Y. 

On  completion  of  the  peach  inspection  work  in  Texas,  H.  T-  Longino  will 
proceed  next  week  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  will  handle  the  local  inspections 
during  the  absence  of  C  R.  Newton  on  annual  leave.  Newton's  vacation 

begins  on  august  18.    En  route  to  Hew  Orleans,  iar«  Longino  himself  will  take 
a  few  days1  leave. 
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Wt  C.  Lynn,  of  the  Pennsylvania  staff,  has  gone  from  Harrisburg  to 
Wilkes-Barre  to  relieve  L.  D,  Mills,  cooperative  inspector,  while  the  latter 
is  on  vacation  in  New  York  State  from  August  1  to  16, 

A  new  cooperative  appointee  in  Pennsylvania  is  D,  W,  Buck,  a  1924 
graduate  from  Pennsylvania  State  College.     He  will  handle  the  market  reporting 
work  in  Wilkes-Bar re  and  Scranton,  formerly  done  "by  Mr.  Mills,  as  the  inspec- 
tions in  that  territory  now  occupy  most  of  Mr.  Mills'  time, 

Mrs,  Doris  S.  Ireland,  clerk  in  the  Portland  office,  has  toe en  granted 
three  months' fur  lough,  beginning  August  ls 

F,  E.  Kast,  of  the  New  York  inspection  office,  and  Mrs.  Kast,  employed 
in  the  New  York  market  news  office,  are  on  vacation  until  the  middle  of  August. 
A.  W.  Moloney,  Navy  Inspector  at  Brooklyn,  has  returned  from  his  leave,  and 
F,  Wolfarth,  also  Navy  ^-Inspector,  will  be  on  vacation  the  last  half  of  August. 

Last  week's  D,L,  was  in  error  in  stating  that  F.  E.  Hooper  would  assist 
with  inspection  work  in  Boston  for  two  weeks  only.     W.  E.   Steinbauer  is  on 
leave  the  first  part  of  August,  and  G-.  W.  Payne  will  take  his  leave  the  last 
half  of  the  month,  so  that  Mr,  Hooper  will  be  substituting  in  Boston  probably 
until  the  early  part  of  September. 

In  the  D.L,  for  July  11,  the  "appointment"  of  A,  C,  Kill,  by  transfer 
from  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board  in  New  York  City,  was  announced.  Since 
that  time,  the  Horticultural  Board  finds  that  it  can  get  no  one  to  take  Mr. 
Hill's  place,  and  is  obliged  to  refuse  him  permission  to  withdraw  from  service 
of  that  Board,     Mr.  Hillfs  name,  therefore,  should  be  cancelled  from  all  lists 
of  Inspectors, 

On  Wednesday,  F,  M.  Pat ton  made  a  trip  to  Suffolk,  Va. ,  where  he  is 
having  special  tabulations  of  peanut  shipments  made  for  Mr.  Clay's  use. 

The  Denver  office  of  the  News  Service  has  started  the  publication  of 
daily  market  reports  on  lettuce  and  cabbage  for  the  benefit  of  growers  and 
shippers  in  that  territory. 

Miss  Anna  M,  Fuoshee  was  transferred  from  Center  Market,  Washington, 
on  August    1,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  Mrs,  Mills'  office.     She  will  assist  with 
the  fiscal  and  personnel  work. 

Please  make  the  following  changes  in  the  list  of  shipping-point  inspec- 
tors, attached  to  last  week's  Division  Letter; 

F.  S.  Zimmerman,  who  was  announced  to  return  to  Dover,  Delaware,  by 
the  middle  of  August,  will  remain  in  New  York  City  until  mid-September,  The 
fall  apple  shipments  from  Delaware  will  not  move  until  September, 

N.  D,  Sanborn,  listed  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  will  return  to  the  Denver 
office  within  a  few  days.  He  will  start  the  supervision  of  Colorado  cantaloupe 
inspections  at  an  early  date. 
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F,  J.  Baehler,  who  was  listed  under  Louisiana,  left  that  State  last  ' 
week,  and  returned  to  the  Chicago  office,     Ee  has  since  proceeded  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  where  he  will  succeed  Mr.  Sanborn  as  supervisor  of  Utah  inspections, 


'.-it-  i 

EXCELLENT  .PE0GEE3S  MADE  BY  DOMESTIC  V.'00L  SECTION.  j 
 ,  jp  | 

Wool  growers  have  thus  far  received  refunds  aggregating  $444,574,93 
from  the  excess  profits  collected  "by  this  Department  from  dealers  who  handled 
the  1918  wool  clip  under  the  Government  regulations  vtlich  fixed  the  price  of  • 
wool  and  limited  the  profits  that  might  he  made,     ffis  work  of  collecting  and 
distributing  excess  wool  profits  was  transferred  from  the  V.:ar  Industries  Board 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  Executive  Order  abated  December  31,  1318, 
Since  that  time  Congress  has  made  annual  appropriations  to  complete  the  work, 
Indidentally,  this  effort  to  keep  faith  with»the  growers  is  proving  profitable 
to  the  Government,  for  offsetting  the  $103,595.00  expended  since  December  31, 
1918,  from  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  we  already  know  that  $200,000  of 
the-  money  collected  will  remain  undistrioutaole  through  the  impossibility  of 
locating  the  growers,  making  a  net  gain  to  the  Government  up  to  this  time  of 
nearly  $100,000. 

Total  excess  profits  of  $1,484,207.99  have  been  found  to  have  been  made 
on  the  1918  season's  wool  operations.     Of  this  amount  $748,829.22  has  been 
collected,  the  balance  of  practically  an  equivalent  amount  being  due  from  only 
58  dealers.    Many  of  these  dealers  are  resisting  payment,  making  suits  in 
Federal  courts  necessary.     Ninety  per  cent  of  the  three-quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  awaiting  collection  is  payable  by  12  dealers.     The  efforts  of  this 
Department  are  directed  particularly  at  this  time  toward  expediting  and  assisting 
in  the  trials  of  pending  cases,.    All  cases  thus  far  reached  for  argument, 
or  for  trial,  have  been  decided  in   favor  of  the  Government, 
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la.     ENGLISH  AND  CANADIAN  APPLE  OUTLOOK . 

Under  date  of  August  8,  a  special  statement  wag  issued  on  the  outlook 
for  apples  in  England  and  Canada.  This  was  distributed  to  market  reporters, 
but  is  published  below  for  the  information  of  all  F.  &  V.  Division  men: 

"The  official  estimate  of  the  English  apple  crop  is  put  at  about 
70$  of  last  year's  yield.    The  1923  production  estimate  was  3,608,889 
barrels,  making  the  192U  crop  about  2,500,000  barrels. 

"Cabled  advices  from  Edward  A.  Foley,  American  Agricultural 
Commissioner  at  London,  state  that  the  current  crop  in  the  counties  of 
Essex,  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  and  Norfolk  is  jOjS  below  last  year.  Kent, 
Middlesex  and  Somerset  report  a  10%  decrease  and  Worcester  JOfo,  Cooking 
apples  are  20$  to  30$  below  the  1923  yield.     Cider  apples  fell  off  20$ 
to  h0%.    Dessert  varieties  have  made  a  light  to  poor  crop. 

"June  estimates  of  the  Canadian  apple  crop  place  yields  at 
3,716,630  barrels,  which  is  about  l6.6$  below  the  1923  figure  of 
^i^59,850  barrels.    Fruit  crops  are  largely  determined  at  the  time  the 
blossoms  fall  in  the  spring.    There  is  little  charge,  therefore,  for  a 
revision  of  these  figures  other  than  downward,  either  in  Canada  or 
England,     with  fewer  Canadian  apples  offering  competition  in  England 
and  a  short  domestic  crop,  the  outlook  in  English  markets  for  American 
apples  is  good." 

2a.     POTATO  FARMERS  TO  BE  PAID  FOR  HQkE  STORAGE. 

Three  cents  per  bushel  will  be  allowed  to  members  of  the  Minnesota 
Potato  Growers'  Exchange,  St.  Faul,  Minn.,  for  storing  their  potatoes  on  their 
own  farms,  according  to  reports  received  by  the  Division  of  Agricultural 
Cooperation.    An  additional  one  cent  per  bushel  per  month  will  be  allowed  for 
each  month  or  fraction  thereof  that  potatoes  stay  on  the  farm.    This  will  make 
it  possible  for  farmers  to  receive  a  bonus  of  nine  cents  a  bushel,  if  potatoes 
are  stored  until  spring.    A  campaign  to  increase  the  amount  of  farm  storage 
of  potatoes  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Exchange  with  the  assistance  of  the 
agricultural  papers,  the  Extension  Service  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  and 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.     It  is  pointed  out  by  officials  that  the 
sum  received  for  storage  by  many  farmers  may  be  enough  to  pay  for  a  permanent 
root  cellar. 

3a.     IN  "CROPS  AMD  MARKETS"  FOR  AUGUST  9: 

Page  85  -  Norfolk  Section  cabbage  shipments,  (filler) 

86  -  Special  paragraph  on  potatoes  in  weekly  review. 

-  Apple  Shipments  Less  than  Last  Season. 

87  -  Colorado  Bean  Crop  Important,   (based  on  Summary  by 

State  Statistician;  with  shipment  table  for  four  years) 

88  -  California  Grape  Situation,  -  by  C.  E.  Schultz . 

-  Fewer  California  Peaches' Moving . (based  on  summary  by 

C  E.  Schultz) 

-  Smyrna  Raisin  Crop. 

91  -  Sweet  Potato  Season  Opening.  (-D.L.  Page  371) 
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rb  .    ONION  SITUATION  IN  ITORTFIEBN  IKDl^m . 

On  August  12,  Vv .  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  sent  the  following  in 

foriration  on  Indiana  onion  prospects; 

"On  Friday  afternoon,  August  Sth,  in  company  with  Mr.  Butner,  I 
made  a  trip  to  the  onion  producing  territory  around  Rensselaer,  Ind. , 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  over  the  crop  and  arranging  for  a  daily  f.o.b. 
onion  wire  this  fall  end  winter.    While  there    I  also  attended  a  meeting 
of  onion  growers,  at  which  Loth  Mr.  Bickerson,  Supervising  Inspector,  and 
Mr.  Butner  spoke  on  the  various  phases  of  the  grading  of  onions. 

"There  are  seven  counties  in  Indiana  that  are  regarded  as  onion 
growing  counties,  extending  across  the  northern  part  of  the  State  in  a 
northeasterly  direction  from  Jasper  County,  on  the  west,  almost  to  the 
Ohio  State  line  on  the  east.    In  some  of  these  counties  there  has  been 
an  excess  of  rain  this  season,  while  in  other  counties,  including  Jasper, 
there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  rainfall.    On  August  7th  and  Sth,  however, 
there  was  a  general  rain  in  most  sections  where  there  had  been  a  drouth, 
and,  as  the  crop  is  generally  late,  it  is  the  opinion  of  those  con- 
sulted that  the  yield  will  be  materially  increased  over  estimates  of  a 
week  or  two  ago. 

"Some  .growers  figure  the  average  for  their  crop  as  high  as  600 
or  700  bushels  to  the  acre,  while  others  say  their  crop  will  not  average 
more  than  250  to  300  bushels.    After  making  due  allowances,  it  is 
believed  that  325  "to  353  bushels  per  acre  for  the  entire  State  is  a  fair 
average.    The  crop  is  made  up  of  about  8C70  yellows,  15$  whites  and  5?J 
reds  . 

"It  is  expected  that  first  carlot  shipments  will  be  made  the  latter 
part  of  this  week,  but  heavy  movement  will  not  start  until  September. 
There  has  been  but  little  buying  to  date,  as  growers  are  unwilling  to  sell 
at  prices  offered,  -  5^V  to  65^  per  bushel  for  U.  S.  1  yellows.  The 
Indiana  Onion  Growers'  Exchange  estimates  that  they  will  handle  at  least 
1,000  cars  this  season.    They  have  made  arrangements  to  have  all  cars 
inspected  under  the  supervision  of  this  Bureau.    Mr.  Dickerson  is  in 
charge  of  the  work  there,  and  maintains  headquarters  at  Warsaw." 

2b,     O&BgEY  DISTRICT  HOLDING  POTATOES. 

H.  E.  Rutland,  in  charge  of  the  field  station  at  Kearney,  wrote  as 
follows  on  August  5: 

"Growers  in  the  Kearney  district  of  Nebraska  seem  at  present 
determined  to  keep  their  potatoes,  unless  they  can  get  what  they 
think  is  a  reasonable  price  for  them.    So  far,  only  four  cars  have 
been  shipped.    Ordinarily,  25  or  more  cars  would  have  been  shipped  by 
this  time  of  the  year.     last  season,  23  cars  had  moved,  and  that  was 
considered  a  light  output. 

"The  Central  Nebraska  Potato  Growers1  Association,  with  head- 
quarters here,  controls  about  $0$  of  the  total  acreage  in  this  district. 
They  have  been  asking  $1.25  per  sack  for  the  past  week,  but  so  far  have 
been  unable  to  touch  this  figure.     The  cars  sold  have  ranged  from  $1.10 
to  $1.20.    Growers  decline  to  disturb  themselves  or  their  fields,  unless 
they  get  their  price. 

"Today,  it  looks  as  if  things  might  loosen  up  a  bit.    There  was  a 
very  heavy  rain  last  night  and  it  has  been  raining  during  the  day,  and 
some  express  the  opinion  that  stocks  will  suffer  unless  they  are  harvested 
soon.  Two  sales  were  made  today  at  $1.10,  and  this  may  be  the  breaking  of 
the  deadlock  that  has  existed  for  the  past  ten  days." 
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3"b.     MICHIGAN  CHERRIES  IN  M1/  YORK. 

D . \  Callanan,  now  in  charge  of  the  New  York  office,  gave  the  following 

report  in  a  letter  of  August  12: 

"Believe  you  will  "be  interested  to  hear  that  we  received  on 
Monday  probably  the  first  car  of  Michigan  cherries  sold  in  New  York 
for  some  time.     It  was  consigned  to  R.  T.  Cochran  &  Co.  and  sold  at 
auction  as  follows:-  Schmidt  Bigarreaus;  970  lugs  $2. SO;  175  crates 
$2.10.    It  was  evident  that  the  packers  attempted  to  put  up  a  California 
pack  but  were  unsuccessful,  as  most  crates  showed  a  disarranged  and  :_. 
somewhat  slack  pack.    In  addition,  stock  showed  some  decay.    The  returns 
were  not  sufficient  to  net  a  profit  to  the  shipper,  and  it  is  not 
believed  that  New  York  will  receive  any  great  supply  of  cherries  from 
Michigan  this  season." 

*+b.     ST.  LOUIS  MRKST  RECEIVES  HONEY  BALL  MELOIJS . 

In  a  letter  of  August  6,  V.  C-.  Gibson,  market  reporter  in  St.  Louis  ,gave 
the  following  excellent  description  of  the  Texas  Honey  Ball  melons  which 
arrived  in  that  marks t: 

11  ^he  first  receipts  of  the  much- talked- of  Honey  Ball  cantaloupes 
arrived  on  this  market  yesterday  afternoon  and  this  morning.    On  account 
of  being  a  new  variety  of  melons,  they  sold  very  slowly.    The  melons 
were  apparently  of  full  slip,  but,  due  to  irregularity  of  size  in  the 
crates,  they  had  shifted  around  and  showed  effects  of  considerable  bruis- 
ing on  the  outside.    However,  when  these  melons  were  cut,  there  was  no 
apparent  injury  on  the  inside  and  the  seeds  were  well  in  place. 

"Two  different  shipping  organizations  sent  these  cars.    One  car 
was  shipped  by  the  J.  R.  Fleming  Company,  Weatherford,  Texas,  in  Tarrant 
County;  and  the  other  car  was  sent  by  the  Texas  Honey  Ball  Association 
of  Ft.  Worth.    Melons  from  the  latter  organization  were  packed  much  better 
than  those  of  the  former.    Apparently  they  had  taken  considerably  more 
care  in  the  sizing  of  their  melons.    The  stock  sent  by  the  Fleming 
Company  was  placed  in  crates  22g  x  l6J  x  5i  inches,  inside  measure,  and 
in  no  instance  did  the  stock  appear  to  fill  the  crates.    It  looked  as  if 
another  layer  of  melons  could  have  been  placed  in  the  crates  with  but 
little  difficulty.    They  ranged  in  size  from  10  and  11  to  20  and  2k  melons 
per  crate,  and  in  some  of  the  crates  containing  15  and  l6  there  were 
melons  that  could  easily  have  been  packed  25  or  30  to  the  crate,  along- 
side of  others  that  would  not  have  packed  more  than  12. 

"This  irregularity  of  size  has  been  the  big  kick  so  far  among  the 
dealers,  and  they  are  still  doubtful  as  to  what  this  stock  will  do  on 
the  St.  Louis  market.    Today's  sales  ranged  $1.25-1- 75*  with  wide  range 
in  quality,  some  being  good  and  of  very  fine  flavor  and  texture,  others 
being  poor,  poor-tasting  and  of  a  leathery  consistency.    Under  ordinary 
circumstances,  this  latter  condition  might  be  the  result  of  having  been 
pulled  too  soon,  but,  since  all  the  melons  were  very  clearly  of  full 
slip,  it  would  appear  to  be  more  or  less  the  natural  oxuality  of  the 
melon  itself. 

"It's  going  to  be  very  interesting  to  note  in  just  what  volume 
orders  for  this  stock  will  be  repeated,  but  further  observation  will  not 
be  possible  until  the  latter  part  of  this  week  or  the  middle  of  next  week." 


B.  C.  BOREE, 

Investigator  in  Iferket  Surveys. 
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)T  ffiS  SERVICE 

STATIONS 

i-.aii 
List 

Iii 

Charge 

Reports 

Eirst 
Bui let ins 

Probably 
will  Close 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

S2S 

D. 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept.  6 

FRESNO,  CALIF'. 
Sequoia  Hotel 

919 

c . 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov,  29 

KEARNEY,  NEBR. 

Po^t  Of  f  i  np  "Rl  dp- 

930 

H. 

E. 

Rutland. 

Potatoes 

July  28 

Aug.  30 

CRAM)  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Pears 

Peaches 

Apples 

Aug.  h 
Aug.  7 
-ug,  18 
Sept.  15 

Oct.  31 
Oct.  k 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  31 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO. 

821 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Cantaloupes 

Aug.  IS 

Sept.  15 

The  following  stations  probably 

will 

open  on  dates  indicated: 

BENTON  HARBOR ,  MI  CH . *  * 

838 

1  

R. 

H  . 

Shoemaker 

Grapes 

apples 

Peaches 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Aug.  28 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  22 

Oct.  IS 
Oct.  18 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

8U7 

G . 

E. 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept.  2 

Mar.  15 

The  following  stations  close  on 

- . 

te 

indicated: 

Closed 

RALEIGH,  N.  C.  ** 
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805- 

D. 

Evers 

Berries 

Lettuce 

3 . Beans 

Potatoes 

Dewberries 

Cucumbers 

Peaches 

Cantaloupes 

Watermelons 

May  6 
May  20 
June  2 
June  6 
June  9 
June  12 
June  23 
July  15 
July  28 

May  28 
June  2 
June  21 
Jul  V  % 
June  27 
July  3 
Aug.  15 
July  30 
Aug.  13 

MACON,  GA. ** 
Hotel  Ifeicon 

S75 

P. 

K. 

Scruggs 

Watermel on 3 

July  lU 

Aug.  15 

**  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  A3  SI  CLIENTS 


iff.  H.  Mosier  -  in  Cincinnati  office.  j  G.  E.  Prince  -  Salt  Lake  City  office. 

R.  H.  Shoemaker  -  on  leave.  R.  M.  Peterson  -  Atlanta  office. 

A.  E.  Prugh  -  on  leave,  j  J.  D. Evers  -  Washington  office, 

F,  H.  Scruggs  -  on  leave.  j 
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T~  inspection  ssbvics  .  j 

lc  .     TSXaS  HONEY  BivLL  ly&LQNS  IN  CHICAGO. 

iVielvin  A.  Russell,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  included  the 

following  information  in.. a  letter  of  August  12:. 

"You  may  be  interested  to  know  that,  during  the  past  week,  we  have 
inspected  four  cars  of  Texas  Honey  Ball  melons.    This  is  the  new. variety 
that  has  attracted  some  comment  and  was  mentioned  in  a  recent  Division 
Letter.    According  to  advance  reports,  these  melons  are  supposed  to  have 
remarkable  carrying  qualities  and  are  capable  of  withstanding  a  great 
deal  more  rough  handling  than  other  varieties-    Judging  from  the  condition 
of  the  melons  which  we  inspected,  the  packers  have  overestimated  the 
ability  of  these  melons  to  withstand  rough  usage  .    In  all  four  cars  our 
inspectors  found  very  high  percentages  of  bruised  melons.    The  pack  was 
very  irregular,  and  in  many  instances  it  was  felt  that  the  bruising  re- 
sulted from  slack  pack.    The  general  nature  and  distribution  of  the  damage, 
however,  tends  to  indicate  that  some  of  it  at  least  must  have  occurred 
before  packing.     It  roust  be  admitted  that  these  melons,  even  when  badly 
bruised,  are  not  particularly  damaged  so  far  as  edibility  is  concerned,  as 
the  outer  rind  can  be  badly  bruised  without  causing  the  edible  portion  to 
become  mushy.    But  in  all  four  cars  inspected  the  bruising  did  detract 
greatly  from  the  appearance  of  the  stock.    The  inspectors  in  this  office 
are  quite  well  agreed  on  the  fact  that  the  Honey  Ball  melon  has  a  remark- 
ably fine  flavor.    It  appears  that,  even  when  in  prime  eating  condition, 
the  pulp  of  the  melon  remains  very  firm,  about  as  firm  as  that  of  an 
immature  melon  of  the  Salmon  Tint  type." 


2c.  .  EXPERIMENTAL  SHIPMENTS  TO  SAx,QA. 

C.  J.. Hansen,  Navy  Inspector  at  San  Francisco,  has  made  some  interest- 
ing experiments  in  the  wrapping  of  vegetables  shipped  to  Tutuila,    He  tells  of 
the  results. in  a  letter  of  August  7: 

"The  Navy  Department  has  always  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  in  the  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  the  Naval 
Station  located  at  Tutuila,  Samoa. 

"I  have  done  some  experimenting  with  the  various  commodities,  to 
the  extent  of  wrapping  them  in  paper,  both  ordinary  and  waxed.  The 
Supply  Officer  in  Tutuila  reports  that  there  is  no  material  difference, 
so  far  as  he  could  see,  between  the  plain  and  the  waxed  paper.  However, 
he  advised  that  the  condition  of  cauliflower  aud  celery  individually 
wrapped  was  far  superior  to  that  unwrapped.     I  experimented  with 
wrapping  lettuce  in  both  plain  and  waxed  paper  but,  according  to  his  re- 
port, there  is  no  difference  in  either  the  plain  or  the  waxed  paper  as 
compared  to  that  unwrapped.    VVe  have  found  that,  for  this  shipment,  dry 
lettuce  carries  better  than  the  iced.    This  may  be  because  the  temperature 
in  the  ship's  storage  room  would  vary  and  allow  the  ice  to  melt,  which 
would  promote  slime. 

"It  takes  approximate %j  six  weeks  for  a  shipment  to  reach 
Tutuila  and  this  stock  is  expected  to  last  from  one  to  four  weeks  after 
arriving,  as  there  is  only  one  boat  docking  there  every  three  or  four 
weeks ... 
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1,S23  $ 

775.00 

$57S 

RECAP  ITJL  AT  IQ17 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L,  Pruit  Inspections....  73^1  Inspections  for  Carriers*.**  896 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C,L,  Vegetable"  Inspections24g7  Declined  for  lack  of  time...  179 
GRAiTD  TOTAL  C/L  and  L,C,L.  Inspections  3271ITOTAL  Pees  assessed. ,  .$13 ,1^8.50* 

*Total  Pees  Assessed  includes  $7*50  for  inspection  of  nixed  cars. 


3C,   LULL  ST  I  IT  PIT  MARXPIINQ-  NPiT  YORK  LZTiUCP. 

11  Grading,  Packing  and  Handling  Head  Lettuce  in  Nerz  Y0rk  State"  is  the 
subject .  of  a  bulletin  recently  published  by  the  New  York  State  College  of 
Agriculture 9  Ithaca,    This  bulletin,  vrritten  by  P.  0%  Underwood,  is  meant  to 
help  2Jew  York  farmers  to  compete  with  the  lettuce  which  comes  from  the  far  V/est, 
particularly  during  the  season  in  which  New    York  should  have  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, some  of  which  are  lost,  together  with  good  prices,  because  of  a  lack 
of  high  standards  for  the  Empire  State  growers*, 
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TNSPECTIui:S.FCR  II^VY         ^JRIici.  CORPS  DURING  JULY.  1924 


N-Navy 
M-Marine 
Corps 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables  ■•• 

passed 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
REJECTED 

TOTAL 

.  QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts* made 
to  comply 

.  with  speci- 
" flections 

Items 

.billed 

■short- 

weiaht 

STATIONS 

N  h 

N  M 

M 

M 

N '  U 

N  M 

BOSTON 

.178188 

-.9210 

.1260 

0 

.I794U8 

9210 

.90 

c 

118 

17 

NEW  YORK 

.61127S 

6333 

166s 

,6l7bll 

117S4S 

37 

,0 

0 

NORFOLK 

. .... ,  i 

6442O3 

19635 

.875*3 

1  3026 

.731786 

22661 

429 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

.2326II 

25272 

IO32I 

13  50 

2U2932 

26622 

505 

91 

0 

0 

S.^N  DIEGO 

•346247 

65920 

•6529 

850 

J52776 

66770 

ksi 

310 

0 

0 

SAN  FR..NCISCO 

4O8658 

129OO 

- 

421558 

600 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

- 

IO95 

1. 

•2o'4U3 

0 

0 

VALLEJG 

27W5 

41973 

.46S9 

392 

27909^ 

■ 

U2365 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

•272O93S 

277893 

•130710 

7283 

235Io4S 

;     !...:.  1 

285176 

2976 

43  s 

US 

17 

INSPECTIONS  iuJM  PGR  SHIPPING  BQ*£D 


NEW  YORK 
NORFOLK 

53O3O 
.  U9OS6 

2S5 
0 

j  53315 

i     490  s6 

0 
0 

0 
0 

TOI^lS^. 

10211 6 

2^ 

I  I02l'-01 

n 

'  0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  New  York  office  inspected  for  the  U.S. 
Lines  U57,213  lbs,  of  vegetables,  259,73b  lbs.  of  fruit," total  7~l6,91+9  l^s., 
witn  rejections  of  11,652  lbs.;  and  for  the  M-onson  Line,  48, 645  lbs,  of  vege- 
tables, 21,788  lbs.  of  fruit,  total  70,433  lbs,,  with  rejections  of  200  lbs. 

Other  products  inspected  by  the  Norfolk  office  for  the  Navy,  including 
fresh,  cured  and  smoked  meats,  fowl,  fish,  clams,  dairy  products,  bread  and 
ice  cream:- 

Passed.  27,960  lbs. 

Rejected  j  60  lbs, 

TOTAL   2S.02G  lbs. 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following,  with  no  rejections : 

Bread  3, 762  lbs, 

Butter   588  " 

TOT^Jj    4,350  lbs. 

The  Vallejo  station  inspected  and  passed  53»°55  l°s-  of  bread,  and  150 
lbs, of  rolls  for  the  Navy. 
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He.     REPORTING-  BEIiiSPECTTOjlS  TO  WASHINGTON. 

In  wires  to  Washington,  advising  of  reversals  on  reinspection,  the 
particular  point  on  which  the  original  certificate  is  reversed  should  be 
mentioned.     It  will  not  be  necessary  to  give  details  of  the  whole  certificate. 
Following  is  an  example:     "Car  23^76  potatoes  Florida  reversed  as  to  grade 
account  ten  per  cent  under  size." 

5c  .     100  INSPECTORS  N07;  wCIKINS  IN  CALIFORNIA . 

The  California  service  is  now  employing  100  inspectors  and  is  planning 
to  increase  this  number  to  120  during  the  peak  of  the  grape  season. 

In  order  that  the  work  may  be  carried  on  uniformly  throughout  the  State, 
a  training  school  has  been  established  at  Fresno  under  the  direction  of 
E.  J,  Powell  and  H,  W,  Peterson.    In  this  school  all  the  new  men  will  be  care- 
fully and  thoroughly  trained,  and  later  transferred  to  the  other  offices. 

It  has  been  estimated  locally  that  the  California  grape  crop  for  this 
year  will  be  approximately  the  same  as  in  1923-    The  California  Inspection 
Service  issued  certificates  on  more  than  2o,000  cars,  or  one-half  the  entire 
output,  of  grapes  last  season. 

To  take  care  of  the  demand  for  inspection,  aside  from  the  permanent 
offices  located  at  Sacramento,  Los  Angeles,  Yiatsonville  and  San  Francisco, 
offices  will  be  established  at  the  following  2h  points  until  the  conclusion  of 
the  grape  deal:  San  Diego,  Ontario,  Bakersfield,  Diiiuba,  Hanford,  Delano, 
Fresno,  todera,  Merced,  Turlock,  Modesto,  Stockton,  Lodi ,  Yuba  City,  Vialnut 
Creek,  Fairfield,  Woodland,  Salinas,  G-ilroy,  San  Jose,  Santa  Rosa,  Healdsburg, 
Ukiah,  and  Napa. 

6 c .     VALUE  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION . 

The  July  26  issue  of  the  Missouri  Marketing  Bulletin,  the  semi-monthly 
publication  of  the  State  Marketing  Bureau,  Jefferson  City,  features  on  its 
first  page  a  speech  entitled  "Shipping-Point  Inspection  Service  on  Missouri 
Fruits  and  Vegetables , 15  recently  delivered  by  Daniel  C-  Rogers,  Associate 
Marketing  Commissioner ,  before  the  Missouri  State  Horticultural  Society  at 
Joplin.    A  copy  of  a  Federal-State  inspection  certificate  used  in  Missouri  is 
reproduced  on  the  front  page  of  the  Bulletin.  Ten  points  on  the  value  of  in- 
spection certificates  are  given.  A  prophesy  also  is  made  that  nothing  within 
the  past  15  years  has  been  offered  or  nothing  rill  be  offered  within  the  next 
10  years  to  the  fruit  and  vegetable  industry  of  Missouri  that  will  have  proved 
so  helpful  in  placing  the  production  of  such  crops  upon  an  efficient, 
profitable,  business-like,  and  permanent  basis  as  the  inspection  service 
rendered  at  Missouri  shipping  points.    It  is  further  stated  that  shipping-point 
inspection  service  no  doubt  will  be  extended  in  due  time  to  Missouri  eggs, 
grain,  hay,  wool  and  other  important  products  of  the  farm  in  addition  to  fruits 
and  vegetables,  -(from  "  iviarketing  ii-ctivities"  ) 

ANNUAL  TABLES  OF  INSPECTIONS  FOP.  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  INDING  JUNE,  192%, 
published  in  this  D.L.,  are  worth    studying  carefully. 
Considerable  gains  were  made  during  year. 
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TOTriL  FRUIT  AND  VEC-ST  ABLE  INSPECT  I  PITS ,  1923  -  1924 


Stat  ion 

Jul  y 

Aug* 

Sept*  < 

Dot. 

Nov  v 

Dec* 

Jan* 

Feb. 

Mar , 

Ao  r  a 

May 

JlT-Ti  P 

Tot-l 

4Q 

£6 

O  Lj 

^7 

n  4 

70 
1 w 

64 

49 

71 
J1- 

23 
<-j 

u7  • 

B?)  1  t"  I'm  nrp 

26 

24 

1—  r 

30 

49 

42 

64 

J"~ 

35 
JJ 

3"^ 

32 

3O 

Lipi 

B^  t3"h  on 

x  jj 

9^ 

54 

102 

so 

^S 

63 

119 

106 

143 

30S 

388 

1649 

Buffalo 

47 

34 

6l 

35 
jj 

36 
j  ^ 

76 

(  v 

SI 
w  1 

52 

102 

130 

l45 

S"^9 
2967 

C"h  i  c  np*o 

197 
■^j  i 

120 

193 

287 
4q 

3  IS 

261 

329 

J  J 

2S2 

2S1 

244 

l69 

2S6 

C  inc  innat  i 

38 
js* 

28 

W 

52 

34 
j  1 

47 

51 

52 

37 
j  1 

2b 

Ui 

519 

Cl eveland 

150 

103 
—  j 

57 

7^ 

44 

33 
jj 

59 

12 

73 

102 

l4i 

270 

117S 

Co  liimbus 

75 
i  ^ 

51 

33 
jj 

58 
j^ 

33 
j  j 

30 

51 

42 

26 

4i 

103 

122 

665 

Denver 

7 

10 

7 

9 

12 

20 

10 

23 

19 

27 

14 

171 

Detro it 

70 

53 

39 

58 

56 

60 

59 

io4 

2l4 

196 

IIO9 

Fort  Worth 

3^ 
>  * 

26 

16 

l4 

IS 

15 

19 

142 

Earrisburg 

% 
J 

3 
j 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 
j 

1 

2 

5 

25 

Eouston 

37 

35 
jj 

lb 

12 

17 

19 

11 

147 

Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 

26 

22 

30 

33 

22 

26 

40 

21 

27 

27 

21 

333 
j  j  j 

J  J 

^4 

45 

74 

92 

9S 

^2 

7S 

164 

ni 

67 

Q0 

9SC 

Los  Angeles 

1 

MM 

1 

5 

7 

3 

4 

£_. 

2 

^25 

Memphis 

j 

29 

37 

45 

30 

32 

31 

2b 

15 

43 

42 

15 

29 

363 

Milwaukee 

66 

25 
J 

17 

34 

31 

11 

25 

28 

76 

c 

63 

447 

Minneanol is 

49 

*  j 

22 

39 

s6 

53 

35 
jj 

51 

S3 

55 

7^ 

42 

3^ 

629 

New  Haven 

39 

16 

47 

62 

44 

39 
j  j 

34 

49 

45 

57 

30 

52 

5l4 

New  Orleans 

89 

108 

123 

l45 

160 

98 

151 

107 

84 

100 

61 

66 

1292 
> 

29^ 

202 

22^ 

796 

775 
1 1  j 

447 

s^o 

S9S 

Sll 

w  J-  JL 

740 

675 
m  1  j 

554 
j  j~ 

7249 

Nnrf ol  V 

lU 

47 

Jx 

4s 

21 

2S 

2b 

45 

92 

454 

Omaha 

33 

20 

24 

23 

23 

J 

25 
j 

50 

J 

6l 

57 

36 
J^ 

14 

13 

379 
>  1  ^ 

Philadelphia 

194 

32 

36 

73 

62 

51 

6S 

75 

64 

112 

151 

139 

i°57 

Pittsburgh 

252 

1% 

114 

3O8 

169 

79 

111 

103 

110 

l4i 

206 

2% 

19S1 

Portland  . 

2 

5 

11 

30 

?2 

31 

4S 

70 

64 

5S 

20 

s 

379 

St «  Louis 

9S 

96 

125 

149 

l46 

102 

250 

223 

264 

19s 

157 

1952 

Salt  Lake  City 

2 

1 

"7 

3 

1 

13 

San  Antonio 

21 

IS 

14 

wm 

2 

55 

San  Francisco 

2 

4 

4 

10 

Washington 

35 

IS 

31 

^7 

5S 

33 

5S 

67 

53 

46 

22 

20 

4s6 

TCilkes-Barre 

13 

17 

11 

18 

10 

10 

5 

9 

14 

21 

17 

159 

TOTAL  "  2194  I3SS  154S    2S99  2570  17SS  275O  2795  2687  2737  2S04  3123292S3 


7c#    NEW  BULLETIN  DISTRIBUTED. 

Copies  of  the  new  Department  Bulletin  No.  1253,  "Diseases  of  Apples  on  the 
Market,"  have  been  mailed  to  Inspectors,    The  bulletin  is  a  joint  contribution  of 
this  Bureau  and  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,    Dr.  D.  E«  Rose  used  as  a  basis 
for  this  study  of  apple  diseases  the  inspection  certificates  on  this  fruit  for  the 
period  November,  1917>  "to  July.  1921  • 

Sc.   cantaloupe  inspections  in  Nevada. 

State-Federal  inspections  on  cantaloupes  are  now  being  made  at  shipping 
points  in  the  Moapa  Valley  of  Nevada,  The  service  is  very  popular  among  producers  . 
and  shippers,  according  to  recent  advice  from  S^  G,  Dinsmore,  S-^ate  Food  and  Drug 
Commissioner,  at  Reno, 


380. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS,  1923-1924 
  NAVY  Figures  g  pounds 


Month 


Boston 


New 
York 
310560 
34o8o4 

H66337 
32UOSO 
291157 
S7626U 
350329 
1020734 
735010 

754319 
9U6S67 
497304 


Phila-  San 


San 


San 


Norfolk  delphia    Diego       Fran.       Pedro     Valle.jo  TOTAL 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Hov. 

"Dec. 

Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June. 


226372 
217U8U 
151196 

175381 
66695 

322945 
83008 

127835 
56324 
U57U2 

139217 

265Q36 


2190U5 
6U76S 
29925 
12750 
931381 
IS6730H 
997702 
1125662 

769391 
7254l6 


22535S 

26o44o 
19413s 
20733s 
297332 

646608 
181055 

149715 

ISSI17 

377432 
351367 


26U621 

385507 
527782 
50210s 
615394 
1141507 

28l4l2 

1675^7 
266874 
UU1552 
535365 
60661U 


£037119 

1807839 
2033920 
2162060 
26S066U 
5774245 

3179547 

2938929 

2361300 
2801164 
3722484 

3359731 

total  1S7S6'S5  6917265   6749344   3317644  5736756  4209732  5795213   12512S3  35559002 


975754 

345432 

451485 
255910 
167465 

128846 
2544s6 

263760 
740652 
125505 

4704S7 


3UU56 

39127 
629699 
U712U3 
llU0926 
1U70762 
128059 

9U31 
39096 

296S07 
6S69U5 
351662 


217313 

159034 
151U29 

152957 
l4466o 
16782U 
195066 


MARINE  CORPS 


July 

Aug. 

Sept . 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 


GRAND 
TOTAL 


6761 
62l4 
6311 
61U5 
6723 
7213 
9702 

5775 
9765 
7151 
5675 
8932 


218117 
194465 
177304 
16366U 
223793 
187492 
154521 
1926U1 
200513 

315597 
195900 
179261 


22^33 
22840 


20549 
23396 
17146 
16U26 

16351 
17554 
14355 

19557 
16519 
21203 
20278 
20121 


46714 

55231 
72396 
31552 

51195 
7246s 

91757 
72524 

77212 
75301 
62752 
64n6 


TOTAL       92367  2436576       4527")      223517  853775 


42312 

20226 
37629 
40673 
23402 
39174 
37396 


292lUl 

279309 
273657 
267317 
323067 

327333 
320921 

331156 

344652 
442654 
352212 
332665, 


?U0£1.2  3892625 


1971052  9353841    6794617    354l46l  65Q0564  4209782  5793213    1492095  33151625. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  New  York  office  inspected  the  following: 

For  the  Munson  Lines  -  H75565  lbs.  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  4l,6ll  lbs. reject 
For  the  U.  S,    Lines  -  4895003  lbs.  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  203,870  Ibs.rejec 


The  following  were  inspected  for  the  Laid-Up  Fleet  of  the  U.S. Shipping  Board: 

Items  billed 
Cuts  shortweight 

300  0 

4700  Jg 
5000  8 


F. 


New  York 
Norfolk 

TOTAL 


&  V.  Passed 
314334 
542663 
S56997 


Rejected 

11595 
150 


11S( 


23445 


Total 
325929 
554513 
SS0442 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  San  Pedro  office  inspected  and  passed  281, 60O  lbs.  of 
bread,  butter  and  cheese,  with  rejections  of  9,662  lbs.;  the  Vallejo  office  inspected 
and  passed  211,557  lbs.  of  bread,  with  rejections  of  68  lbs.;  and  the  Norfolk  office 
inspected  195,963  lbs.  with  224  lbs.  rejected,  for  the  Navy,  and  3,282  lbs.  for  the 
Marines,  of  foodstuffs  including  fresh  and  cured  meats,  fish,  oysters,  clams,  ice 
cream  and  bread, 
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9c.     FINE  PROGRESS  IN  KANSAS  POTATO  INSPECT I QNS . 

About  1,025  cars  of  Kaw  Valley  potatoes  had  been  inspected  up  to  the 
2nd  of  August,  according  to  a  letter  of  that  date  from  J.  H.  Hoover,  who  is 
supervising  this  deal.    Digging  was  rather  slow  for  about  10  days,  on  account 
of  wet  weather  and  poor  markets,  but  a  good  movement  was  expected  this  week. 
The  work  in  that  territory  will  soon  be  completed,  though  at  the  time  of  his 
writing  Mr.  Hoover  stated  that  little  more  than  half  the  crop  had  been  moved. 

10c .     INSPECTORS  BUSY  IN  NORTHWEST. 

In  a  recent  letter,  F.  E.  Bailey,  Supervising  Inspector,  advised  that 
he  had  just  completed  a  three  weeks'  trip  to  important  shipping  sections  in 
Washington  and  Oregon.    He  gave  a  number  of  grading  demonstrations  and  assisted 
the  local  inspectors  wherever  possible.    He  adds:  "Right  now  is  the  busiest 
time  of  the  year,  as  cantaloupes,  pears,  berries,  and  500  to  1,000  cars  of  fresh 
prunes  are  moving  out  from  various  scattered  points." 

F.  0.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  spent  Wednesday  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  to  confer  with  State 
authorities  regarding  shipping-point  inspection  work,  particularly  on  apples. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Peet,  Manager  of  the  Western  New  York  Fruit  Growers1 
Cooperative  Packing  Association,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  limited  amount  of 
apple  inspection  work  will  be  done  this  season  in  western  New  York. 

R.  C.  Butner  represented  this  Division  at  the  29th  annual  convention  of 
the  International  Apple  Shippers'  Association  in  St.  Louis  this  week.  Mr. 
Butner  left  Chicago  about  August  8  and  first  went  to  the  Indiana  onion  district, 
where  inspections  will  be  made  again  this  season.     In  addition  to  attending  the 
St.  Louis  convention,  and  visiting  our  office  in  that  city,  Mr.  Butner  also 
visited  a  number  of  potato  shipping  points  in  that  vicinity.    He  will  be  back 
in  Chicago  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

Robert  Bier  left  Georgia  this  morning,  after  having  closed  the  peach 
inspection  deal  in  that  State.    He  will  stop  at  Clems  on  College,  S-  C,  to  con- 
fer with  W-  W.  Long,  Director  of  Extension  Work,  and  then  will  come  to 
Washington  for  a  period  of  leave. 

Announcement  is  made  with  regret  of  the  intention  of  F.  M.  Lyle,  in 
charge  of  the  New  Haven  inspection  office,  to  leave  the  service  about  September 
1,  in  order  to  accept  a  position  as  teacher  of  market  gardening  at  the  A.  &  M. 
College,  Texas.    Mr.  Lyle  has  done  effective  work  in  the  Inspection  project 
since  his  appointment  two  years  ago. 

Philip  T .  Baden,  of  Montana,  has  been  appointed  as  an  Assistant  Marketing 
Specialist,  and  reported  in  Chicago  this  week  for  training  in  inspection  work. 
Mr.  Baden  received  his  B.S.  degree  from  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in 
1912.    After  graduation,  he  was  employed  at  Missoula,  Mont.,  as  an  orchard 
inspector.    From  191S  to  1920,  Mr.  Baden  was  District  Inspector  for  the  $th 
district  in  Montana,  and  during  the  next  two  years  was  manager  of  the  Curlew 
Orchards  in  that  State.    Since  1922,  he  has  been  District  Horticultural 
Inspector,  with  headquarters  at  Hamilton,  Mont, 
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OFFICE  MOTES:  (Continued) 

Since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Baden,  the  inspectors'  training  class  in  Chic- 
ago, nor  has  the  following  enrollment: 

?.  T.  Baden       W.  H.  Hall       A.  S.  Mason  J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr. 

T.  R.  Kali         J.  w.  Hcrard    L.C-.C.  Peirce       G.  -7.  Winfrey 

J.  A.  Marks  has  completed  the  peach  inspection  work  in  Arkansas,  and 
will  now  go  on  a  short  vacation  at  Springdale.  It  is  understood  that  about 
oOO  cars  of  peaches  were  inspected  at  shipping  points  in  that  State.  After 
his  period  of  leave,  Lsr.  i,;arks  will  proceed  to  the  Pittsburgh  office. 

Competing  the  lorth  Carolina  .poach  inspection  deal  this  rook,  A.  E. 
Mercker  rill  go  at  once  to  Easton,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  handle 
a  small  number  of  peach  inspections  in  that  territory.    He  rill  take  rith  him 
one  of  the  local  inspectors  rho  assisted  in  ITorth  Carolina. 

J.  3.  Dicker son1 s  address,  while  supervising  Indiana  onion  inspections, 
is  General  Delivery,  TTarsar,  Ind. 

Cantaloupe  market  no~'s  service  and  inspection  work  rill  he  started  at 
Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  next  week,    R.  L.  Sutton  has  gone  from  Pleasant  Valley, 
Iora,  tohandle  the  market  reports,  and  H.D.  Sanborn  goes  iron  Denver  to  look 
after  the  inspections.    Joint  Federal-State  certificates  -ill  be  issued  on 
these  cantaloupe  shipments. 

Upon  the  closing  of  the  Macon,  Ga..,  field  station  on  watermelons  today, 
3P:H;  Scruggs  rill  go  to  Isabella,  Tenn.,  for  10  days1  leavo,  after  which  he 
rill  return  to  the  Washington  office. 

J.  D.  Svore,  xfho  has  been  issuing  market  reports  at  Raleigh,  IT.C, 
expects  to  close  that  service  today.    He  rill  come  to  Washington,  and  ~;ork  on 
the  summaries  of  the  numerous  llorth  Carolina  fruits  and  vegetables  on  rhich 
reports  were  issued  this  season. 

On  the  return  of  I.Ir .  Eoree  from  a  brief  vacation  last  Monday,  J.  "7. Park, 
rho  had  substituted  for  Mr.  Boree,     immediately  proceeded  to  Vincevmes,  Prince- 
ton, ,  and  Poseyville,  Indiana,  rhere  he  made  further  investigations  in  the 
grading  and  shipping  of  cantaloupes.    Returning  to  Washington  this  Saturday, 
Mr,  Park  rill  then  maize  a  similar  trip  to  the  cantaloupe  shipping  sections 
of  Maryland  and  Delaware. 

About  the  middle  of  next  reek,  *;:.  E.  hosier,  rho  has  been  substituting 
for  L.  H.  bulfekuhl,  at  Cincinnati,  rill  go  on  leave  at  his  home,  6 71  E.  hound  j 
Street,  Columbus,  Chic.    About  the  same  tire,  A.  E.  Prugh  is  expected  to  reach 
jashington,  after  his  vacation  at  Radnor,  Ohio,  and  C-.  E.  Prince  rill  proceed 
by  the  end  of  next  reek  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  the  Pacific  northwest,  with 
Spokane  as  his  ultimate  destination. 

iiiss  Lucy  rath,  of  the  T.'ashington  staff,  is  on  leave  at  her  home  in 
C-reensburg,  Pa.    ; Irs.  Gladys  Cr idling  of  the  Washington  clerical  force,  re- 
signed, effective  Aurust  9. 
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( Cent  ent  s  Conf  iderit ial ) 

la.    POTATO  SITUATION  IE  STQCETQU  JiaTRIOT, 

The  follov/ing  report  was  submitted  on  August'  15  by  C,  J#  r_ansen,  of 
the  San  Francisco  office; 

"Potato.. growers  in  the  Stockton  district  of  California  have  organized 
an  association  to  assist  in  the  distribution  and  sale  of  their  stock.  This 
Association  is  said  to  comprise  75%  of  the  growers  in  the  Delta  and  upland 
regions  of  the  Sacramento  River  district,    with  an  increase  of  7>000  acres 
in  this  district  o'Ter  last  year,  and  a  larger  yield,  every  effort  is  being 
put  forth  to  secure  fair  returns  for  their  output. 

" Althougi  California  is  experiencing  one  of  the  driest  years  in  its 
his troy  and  other  crops  are  suffering  on  account  of  this  drought,  the  yield 
of  potatoes  is'  considerably  heavier  and  the  quality  is  superior  to  that  of 
other  years*    This  is  due  primarily  to  the  fact  that  the  nights  have  been 
warn  and  growing  conditions  ideal.  This  land  is  sub-irrigated  with  trenches 
running  through  the  fields  and  a  gentle  seepage  works  upward 
to  the  surface*    The  Delta  tracts  are  from  four  to  ei$it  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  Sacramento  River  and,  in  the  process  of  irrigation,  it  is  nec- 
essary only  to  open  a  flume  allowing  ample  water  to  flow  to  the  irrigating  canals.. 
During  the  rainy  seasons,  large  pumping  stations  are  operated  to  keep  the 
water  from  flooding  the  lands, 

"On  land  that  has  recently  been  burned  off,  the  yields  are  running 
as  hi^a  as  3OC  sacks  per  acre*    The  average  yield  on  old  land  runs  only  from 
1^0  to  13-0  sacks  per  acre* 

Buyers  in  the  field  operate  their  own  motor  boats,  visiting  the 
various  fields  where  digging  is  in  process  and  buying  the  supplies  f .o.b. 
the  river  bank  on  a  sack  basis,  estimating  the  weight  of  the  sacks  from 
110  to  ll6  pounds  each*    Transportation  costs  to  the  loading  stations  are 
paid  by  the  buyer.    Growers  were  receiving  ^1*50-1,60  per  sack  f.o*b.  the 
river  bank  for  their  Ho«  1  stock  during  the  middle  of  August," 

2a.     IE" CROPS  afcD  maRKET5"F0R  aUGUST  iG: 

Page  lOl  -  Valencia  onion  crop,  (filler) 

102  -  Special  paragraph  on  ap-ol.es  in  weekly  review* 

-  Additional  Field  Stations  of  News  Service* 

103  -  Apricots  and  Prunes  Selling  Bapidly,  (from 

"Agricultural  Coonerat ion" ) 
10H  -  Early  Potato  Situation  in  Idaho,  -  by  G-.D,  Clark* 

-  New  York  heading  Potato  State,  (based  on  summary  by  C4L,  Brown) 

-  Nebraska  Early  Potatoes  Delayed,  -  by  E,  E,  Rutland* 

-  Potato  Farmers  Paid  for  Rome  Storage,  (from 
"agricultural  Cooperation" ) 

112  -  British  Apple  Outlook. 

-(Page  383)- 
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J  HA^KZT  i-:^'."S  SERVICE  I 

lb.     ZCTICZ  0?  ZZZAZCCZS  II  HELD  STATIQZ  3ULLZZTZS. 

All  embargo  information,  published  in  mimeographed  market  reports 
at  field  stations,  should  "be  preceded  "by  the  explanatory  caption: - 

ZZZARGGES: 

(Information  furnished  "by  American  Railway  Association) 

KQT5-  Except  when  otherwise  indicated,  embargoes  are  effective 
48  hours  after  date  of  placement.     Cancellations  are 
effective  on  the  date  specified. 

Cur  field  men,  of  course,  will  publish  in  their  daily  bulletins 
only  so  much  of  the  embargo  information  as  affects  the  particular  product  or 
products  on  which  reports  are  issued, 

2b.     ZCGZ  ABOUT  EOESY  3 ALL  ICZLOZS. 

V,  D.  Callanan,  of  the  New  York  office,  advised  that  the  first  car 
of  Texas  Honey  Ball  melons  was  received  in  that  city  on  Monday,  August  11. 
"The  car  was  consigned  to  Richman  <&  Samuels  and  was  sold  on  the  street  at  a 
range  of  $1  -  1.50  per  crate.     Melons  were  packed  in  flat  cra.tes,  holding  12 
to  20  melons^,  but  the  pack  was  somewhai  irregular  and  the  quality  of  the  fruit 
Was  very  ordinary.    Although  considerable  interest  has  been  shown  in  this  melon, 
most  dealers  were  not  enthusiastic  after  an  inspection  of  this  first  car. 11 

3b,     UZLOAD  REPORTS  AVAILABLE  IN  ZZZ  gOBMS, 

A  glance  at  the  unload  statistics  secured  by  the  various  market 
stations  will  show  that  it  is  nossible  to  arrange  several  different  kinds  of 
tabulations  from  these  figures,    For  at  lea.st  the  year  1923,  the  Washington 
office  now  has  available  in  mimeographed  form  these  unload  figures  on  the  four 
bases  indicated  below: 

(1)  Annual  unloads  in  each  city,  showing  the  totals  by  products 

and  by  States  of  origin.     Summarized  by  months  and  products 
at  bottom, 

(2)  Annual  unloads  of  each  -product,  showing  receipts  in  each  city 

by  States  of  origin. 

(3)  Annual  unloads  in  each  city,  showing  for  each  product  the 

monthly  receipts from  each  State, 

(4)  Monthly  summary  of  unloads  in  each  city,  shoeing  currently  (and 

for  1924)  the  month's  receipts  of  each  product  from  each 
State , 

4b.     APOTHZE  FIELD  STATIC!"  SUl~.AZf. 

The  iZAIZS  POTATO  'DEAL,  Season  of  1923-24,  by  H.   S.   Stiles,  was  dis-  | 

tributed  during  the  week.     This  comprehensive  summary  comprises  30  pages, 

5b.     POTATO  YIELDS  AT  XEAZZZY,  ZZ3ZASXA. 

H,  B.  Rutland,   in  charge  of  the  Kearney,  Kebr.,   field  station  advised 
on  August  15  that  the  Early  Chios  harvested  in  that  section  to  date  yielded  from 
115  to  240  bushels  per  acre.     Growers  and  Association  men  were  estimating  that 
the  average  for  the  district  would  be  125  to  140  bushels  per  acre. 
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6b »    WESTERN  SLOPE  POTATOES  AND  PEARS  . 

Publication  of  the  following  information  from  K,  E,  Lamb  was  unavoidahly 

delayed o.   Mp,  Lamb  is  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  field  station, 

and  included  these  statements  in  a  letter  dated  August  6;- 

11  Fruita  has  moved  around  $0}b  of  its  crop  of  Cobblers,,  Local  factors 
estimate  the  crop  in  that  district  at  ^00  cars,.   The  Early  Ohios  that  have 
been  coming  into  the  Denver  market  have  apparently  been  shipped  from  the 
Olathe  section,  as  none  are  grown  in  the  Pruita  district*    The  Fruit  a  stock 
has  generally  been  of  U,  S,  No,  1  quality,  although  the  first  seemed  rather 
immature  and  badly  feathered,  judging  from  the  stock  that  1  saw  in  Denver*' 
Growers  at  the  present  time  are  receiving  $1*10  per  cwt*9  but  are  holding 
back  their  potatoes,  hoping  for  higher  prices, ;   vPrice  recently  declined  to 
9<V.  -  Editor) 

"The  carlot  pear  season  is  opening,  but  there  will  be  a  very  light 
movement  until  the  middle  or  end  ~>f  next  week  (Aug.  15).    T'he  Bartletts 
around  Grand  June c ion  are  showing  considerable  rust,    Local  factors  are 
instructing  their  growers  that  spots  of  rust  larger  than  a  twenty-five 
cent  piece  will  not  be  permitted  in  the  Fancy  grade," 

7b.     AUGUST  SUPPLEMENT  TO  "CROPS  ffiti  MARKETS." 

The  August '  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  Markets"  came  from  the  press  on 
Thursday,     In  addition  to  the  August  crop  reports  and  usual  tables  of  farm  prices, 
etc.,  special  attention  is  called  to  the  following  material; 

Page  2U9  -  Time  of  Issuance  and  Scope  of  September  Crop  Reports,. 
251  -  Acreage  of  cabbage  for  kraut  in  northern  Ohio,  I  filler) 
256  -  Onions  in  Hardin  County,  Ohio*  (filler) 

260  -  Chart  showing  Comparative  Price  Levels  for  Potatoes,  Sweet  Potatoes, 

Apples*  etc, 

-  C&hbage  acreage  in  Orleans  and  Ontario  counties,  New  York,  (filler) 

-  Carrot  acreage  in  western  New  York,  (filler) 

261  -  Chart  showing  Comparative  Price  Levels  for  Cabbage,  Beans,  Peanuts,  etc. 

-  Onion  acreage  in  New  York  St ate,  (filler) 

263  -  Commercial  cabbage  acreage  in  Wisconsin,  (filler) 

265  -  Parm  Prices  and  Retail  Prices  Compared  on  Potatoes,  Onions,  Beans,  etc, 

-  Onion  acreage  in  Indiana,  (filler) 

2"n  -  Celery  plants  abundant  in  New  York  State,  (filler) 

274  -  Watermelon  plantings  in  southeast  Missouri,  (filler) 

276  "  Carload  Shipments  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  by  Spates,  June,  192U..  ■ 

277  -  Carload  Shipments  of  Citrus  Pruits  by  States,  June,  1924,, 

-  Peanut  Stocks  Very  Light*    (monthly  review) 

275  -  Honey  Situation  Unusually  Variable,    (monthly  review) 

Both  of  these  last  articles  were  somewhat  abbreviated  in  print, 

-  New  Agricultural  Publications,  (classified  list) 

255  »  New  Index  Numbers  of  Farm  Prices, 

256  *  Income  from  Agricultural  Production  in  the  United  States,  1919-21+, 

B.  C,  BOREE, 

Investigator  in  Iaarket  Surveys, 
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tmporasy  pi L^::)  Stations  op  masked  flaws-,  sgxivios 


Si  IOUS 

Mail  j 
List  \ 

In 

Charge 

Renorts 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  Cloak 

GALDWm,  IDriHO 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

923 

C-. 

K 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

S  ept  *  6 

EBESLXL  CALIF 
Sequoia  Hotel 

319 

c* 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

'Nov,  29 

KEARNEY,  NEBR. 
Post  Office  Lidg, 

930 

**• 

■jji 
-^-> « 

Put land 

Potatoes 

July  28 

Aug.  30 

C-h  rij-ID  JU1J  CT 1 OIJ ,  CCLjO  ,  *  * 
Chamb er  of  Commer c e , . 

SU6 

R. 

t  r 

H, 

Lamb 

Potatoes 
Pears 
Peaches 
Apples 

\, 

Aug,  4- 
Aug.  7 
Aug,  IS 
Sept*.  15 

Oct,  31 
Oct.  k 

Sept,  20 
Oct.  31 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO. 

S21 

R. 

i  

L. 

Sutton 

C£ntaloupes 
i_  — 

Aug.  20 

Sept.  15 

The  following  stations  -probably  Trill  onen  on  dates  indicat ed: 


benton  harbor,  mice,** 

83  s 

R,  H?  Shoemaker 

Grapes 

Apples 

Peaches 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Aug.  28 
Aug.  28 
Sept*.  8 
Sept,  22 
Septa  22 

Oct.  18 
Oct,  IS 
Sept.  27 
Oct,  IS 
Oct.  IS 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

G-.  E.  Prince 

Apples 

Sept.  2 

Mar*  15 

ROCHESTER,  H,  Y. 

537 

A.  Et  Prugh 

Peaches 

Pears 

Apples 

Potatoes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery 

Sept.  2 
Sept 5  2 
Sept.  15 
Sept  =  ,  15 
S@pt«  29 
Sept,  29 
Oct,  13 

Oct,  11 
Nov,  8 
Apr,  1 
Apr,  1 
%r.  7 
Feb,  28 
Jan,  10 

PRES^UE  ISLE,  ME, 

8^2 

H.  E„  Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sept.  10 

Apr*  1 

WAUPaCa,  WIS*** 

89^ 

W.  H.  Ivlosier 

Potatoes 

Sept,  15 

Apr*  30  ' 

MaRTIHSLURG,  W~  VAr 

S35 

F.  H.  Scruggs 

—  1 

Apples 

Sept*  22 

Oct,  31 

State  Dept.  cooperating. 


TEMPORARY  ASSIGL~UEiTTS 


W.  H,  Mosier  -  in  Cincinnati  office, 
R,  M*  Peterson  -  in  Atlanta  office, 
G,  a,  LeEaven  -  in  Chicago  office, 
G*  S,  .Prince  -  in  Spokane  office. 


J*  T)t  Evers  -  in  Pniladelphia  office, 

R,  L,  Shoemaker  -  on  leave* 

P.  E.  Scruggs  -  on  leave* 

A,  E,  Prugh  -  in  Rochester  office. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.     CORRECT  1 0."  0?  IMUgTIOg  REPORT . 

In  the  July  report  of  city  inspections,  published  on  page  376  of  last 
week's  D.L.,  the  1922  figures  instead  of  1923  figures  were  printed  in  the 
column  headed:  "Total  Same  Month  1923."    Comparison  with  the  correct  figures 
(for  July,  1923)  shows  that  the  work  during  July,  192U,  increased  to  even  a 
greater  extent  than  indicated  by  the  table.    Correct  comparative  totals  for 
July  are.  published  below:- 


192U 

1923 

192U  1923 

192U 

1921 

Atlanta 

53 

U9 

Detroit 

195 

IU5 

New  York 

75^ 

29s 

Baltimore 

39 

26 

Harrisburg 

1 

3 

Norfolk 

337 

lU 

Boston  . 

257 

155 

Indianapolis 

39 

26 

Omaha 

16 

33 

Buffalo 

77 

^7 

Kansas  C:ty 

53 

55 

Philadelphia 

79 

19U 

Chicago 

16U 

197 

Memphis 

37 

30 

Pittsburgh 

269 

252 

Cincinnati 

30 

3S 

Mi  lwaukee 

80 

66 

Portland 

29 

2 

Cleveland 

262 

150 

Minneapolis 

27 

U9 

St.  Louis 

166 

9S 

Columbus 

50 

75 

New  Haven 

61 

39 

Washington 

19 

35 

Denver 

22 

13 

New  Orleans 

129 

89 

7/ i  Ikes -Bar  re 

26 

13 

Total 

3271 

219U- 

*  Including  1 

for  Los  Angeles  and 

2  for 

San  Francisco  office 

The  next  three  items  are  taken  from  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTORS'  LETTER  No.  5, 
for  Washington  and  Oregon,  issued  by  E.  E.  Bailey  on  august  11: 

2c.     THE  ROGUE  RIVER  PEAR  DEAL. 

The  first  car  of  Bartlett  pears  was  shipped  from  Bedford,  Oregon,  on 
July  '•  29th.    The  pear  crop  for  this  year  is  estimated  at  1,000  to  1,200  cars. 
Quality  of  the  fruit  is  generally  fair,  although  the  general  run  of  sizes  may 
be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.    In  some  sections  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Rogue  River  Valley,  where  the  frost  effect  was  greater,  the  pears  are  slightly 
rougher  than  normal. 

The  principal  commercial  varieties  that  are  produced  in  the  Hogue  River 
Valley  are  Bartlett,  Eowell,  Bosc,  D'Anjou,  Cornice,  Winter  He lis .  The  Patrick 
Berry,  Seckel,  Clairgeau  and  Eorelle  also  are  grown  in  small  quantities. 

Jackson  County,  which  embraces  the  major  portion  of  the  pear  acreage  in 
the  Rogue  River  Valley,  is  reported  by  the  County  Agent  to  have  5>S70  acres  of 
bearing  psars  and  1,236  acres  nonbearing. 

The  majority  of  the  pears  shipped  from  this  valley  are  packed  within  a 
few  hours  of  the  time  they  are  delivered  to  the  packing  house,  and  immediately 
loaded  into  iced  cars  .    as  soon  as  the  cars  are  loaded,  two  per  cent  of  salt 
is  added  to  the  ice  in  the  bunkers .    Probably  less  than  five  per  cent  of  the 
pears  in  this  valley  are  pre-cooled  either  before  or  after  packing.  Ninety 
per  cent  or  better  of  all  the  pear  shipments  will  be  Federal  inspected. 

The  following  factors  are  having  all  shipments  inspected: 
Stewart  Eruit  Company,  Denney  and  Company,  Sgobel  &  Day,  Earle  Fruit  Company  of 
the  N.  W.,  Pinnacle  Packing  Company,  Guy  W.  Conner,  Palmer  Investment  Company, 
Talent  Canning  Company,  C.  M.  Speck,  Stancliff  Bros.,  Ala  Vista  Packing  Company. 
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3c.     WESTERN  OREGON  FRESK  PRUNE  SHIPI.1ENTS  ■ 

Within  the  past  few  days .  requests  have  been  received  for  the  inspection 
of  5^0  to  700  cars  of  fresh  prunes  at  various  points  in  the  Willamette  and 
Umpqua  valleys,  in  Western  Oregon.    A  shortage  of  fresh  prunes  from  the  fresh  { 
prune  shipping  sections  east  of  the  Cascades,  together  with  a  dry  season, which 
is  favorable  to  shipping  fresh  prunes  from  the  points  west  of  the  Cascades,  are 
probable  factors  in  inducing  these  sections,  which  have  previously  produced 
only  dried  prunes,  to  ship  a  portion  of  their  crop  fresh.    Probably  another 
reason  is  that  the  unusually  dry  season  west  of  the  Cascades  is  resulting  in 
the  prune  cropfs  maturing  before  it  has  developed  sufficient  size  to  produce 
good  grades  of  dried  prunes.    Practically  all  of  the  crop  will  be  jumble -packed 
in  inch  boxes.    'This  is  the  method  which  is  locally  known  as  11  sui  teasing  .a 

BUT  NOTICE  the  following  wire,  received  from  R.  L.  Ringer,  of  the 
Portland  office,  on  August  20:  "Rain  will  curtail  and  possibly  end  prune  ship- 
ments western  Oregon." 


4c,     PROM  A  RAILROAD  BULLETIN. 

Although  written  from  a  railroad  viewpoint,  the  following  extract  from 
a  bulletin  issued  by  the  Freight  Claim  division  of  the  American  Railway 
Association  will  be  of  interest  to  the  members  of  joint  Federal-State  inspection 
service : 

For  the  month  of  April  there  were  inspected  at  eleven  of  the  larger 
points  in  the  West,  by  the  Western  Weighing  and  Inspection  Bureau,  5,910  cars  of 
fruits  and  vegetables,  with  following  results i 

Number  of  cars  found  damaged  1,027   17 

Damages  due  to  decay,  over-ripeness,  etc.          Uc6   39-5^ 

Damages  due  to  field  or  orchard  diseases   188 —  18.3^ 

Damages  due  to  improper  bracing                          119   11.6$> 

Damages  due  to  rough  handling                               93   9  -1/f 

Damages  due  to  field. frost                                    73   1 

Damages  due  to  pilferages  (g  box  or  more)            H-J   h  X\fo 

Damages  due  to  freezing  in  transit                       UU   U.U$> 

Damages  due  to  poor  containers                             3^   3«3/> 

5c ,     CANADA  TO  HAVE  A  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  SERVICE . 

Canada  is  establishing  a  shipping-point  inspection  service  this  year  for 
the  first  time.    Requests  for  such  a  service  have  been  received  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  from  fruit  and  vegetable  shippers  throughout  Canada.  As 
an  experiment,  shipping-point  inspections  will  be  made  in  the  Okanagan  section 
of  British  Columbia,  on  a  basis  of  approximate  cost.    Plans  have  been  formulated 
by  which  practically  all  shipments  of  fruit  and  vegetables  from  the  territory 
mentioned  may  move  this  season  under  Government  inspection  at  point  of  shipment. 
Applications  already  on  file  from  shippers  indicate  the  possibility  of  fully  | 
ZOjo  of  the  entire  crop  movement  under  inspection,  accompanied  by  a  Government 
certificate  in  respect  to  grade,  condition,  etc.    Inspections  will  be  made 
wherever  products  are  offered  for  shipment,  but  confined  to  the  area  stated,  and 
will  include  fields,  orchards,  packing  house.,  common  or  cold  storage  warehouses 
pre-cooling  plants,  loading  platforms,  railway  and  express  cars.  Inspections 
will  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Fruit  Act  and  the  Root  Vegetable  Act, 
violations  of  which  will  be  dealt  with  the  same  manner  as  heretofore.- 
(from  "karketing  Activities") . 
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6c.    PEACH  INSPECTIONS  IJ  jUlj  LaRYhriNL. 

P.  D,  Rupert,  who  is  stationed  at  Hancock,  Md«,  recently  advised  that 
25O  cars  of  peaches  are  expected  from  that  territory  this  season,  compared 
with  only  15O  cars  the  last  two  seasons*     About  Vy%  will  be  early  varieties* 
Sulk  of  the  Slberta  shipments  will  not  move  until  about  September  10« 

7 c .     SPECIAL  i.iATERlAL  ON  CA-uHORNI/i  GRAPES, 

i/ith  this  Division  Letter  each  Inspector  is  being  sent  copies  of  the 
following  cooperative  publications  on  grapes,  issued  cy  the  California  in- 
spection service; 

&rape  Inspection  Circular,  dated  July  1, 

Inspection  Memorandum  regarding  Grape  Grades,  dated  July  IS,  1924* 
Special  Publication  No.  H6,  "United  States  Grades  for  Grapes » 

8c «    BULLETINS  ON  POTATO  ATP  CAF:  AGE  DISEASES. 

Under  spearate  cover,  cop  es  of  the  following  bulletins  are  being 
sent  to  all  Inspectors: 

Farmers4  Bulletin  1059,  "Sweet-Potato  Diseases/1 

Parmers1  Bulletin  135**  "Cabbage  Diseases*" 

Department  Circular  220,  "Late-Bii^it  Tuber  Pot  of  the  Potato/' 

P,  G8  ROBE, 

Specialist  in  Inspection, 

OFPICE  NOTES: 

Regret  is  felt  by  the  entire  staff  of  the  Pruit  and  Vegetable  Divi- 
sion in  the  death  of  Rial  Catlin  Rose,  Inspector  at  Cincinnati,  which 
occurred  last  Tuesday  afternoon.    As  has  been  announced  in  the  D»  L,9  Mr, 
Rose  was  ill  for  several  months,  apparently  suffering  from  some  spinal 
trouble*    He  was  about  H2  years  of  age  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  one 
child.    Burial,  services  will  take  place  at  Mankato,  Kans*,  this  Saturday* 
Mr*  Rose  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Kansas  and  the  University  of 
Chicago,    He  taught  science  and  botany  in  different  educational  institutions, 
and  served  as  a  Plant  Pathologist  on  the  staff  of  the  Missouri  Pruit  Ex- 
periment Station,    Mr *  Rose  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  scientific  papers* 
He  was  appointed  to  this  Bureau  in  January,  1920,  from  a  register  for 
Assistant  Plant  Pathologist,  and  served    continuously  in  the  Inspection 
project,  at  Chicago  the  first  two  years  and  at  Cincinnati  since  February,  1922. 
In  all  of  his  assignments,  kr«  Rose  did  very  effective  work,  one  of  his 
latest  efforts  being  the  development  of  a  measuring  stick  for  estimating 
the  weight  of  watermelons. 

Dr.  D,  E|  Rose,  a  brother  of  Rial  0,  Rose,  will  attend  the  funeral 
services  at  iv&nkato,  Kanse,  and  probably  remain  there  a  few  days  before 
proceeding  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  give  lectures  on  fruit  diseases 
before  the  Inspect iors*   training  class.    Dr.  Rose  is  a  3»P«I,  Plant 
Pathologist  * 

G.  W.  Payne,  Boston  Inspector,  who  is  now  on  annual  leave,  visited  the 
Washington  office  this  week. 
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Neither  Mr*  Tenny,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  nor  W,  C,  HacKLeman, 
Supervising  Inspector,  were  able  to  appear,  as  scheduled,  on  the  program  of 
the  Tri-State  i/Iarketing  School,  in  session  at  Farmingdale,  Long  Island,  this 
week,  and  Mr*  Sherman  went  in  their  steady    At  one  of  the  sessions  on  Wednes-  1 
day,  Mr*  Sherman  discussed  the  ways  in  which  farmers  can  make  use  of  the 
marketing  activities  of  this  Bureau*    The  School  was  conducted  primarily  for 
teachers  of  vocational  agriculture  in  Hew  York,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut, 

Robert  W,  Davis,  of  Wisconsin,  has  "been  appointed  as  a  Junior  Market- 
ing Specialist  and  will  report  for  duty  in  the  Washington  office  by  September 
2,    Mr*  Davis  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  specializ- 
ed in  economics  and  statistics ,    During  summer  vacations,  he  worked  for  the 
Door  County  Fruit  Growers1   Association,  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  and  since 
June,  1921,  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,  Dept*  of 
Agriculture,  Washington*    tor*  Da- is  will  be  an  assistant  investigator  in 
package  standardization,  working  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr*  Spilman, 
in  Mr*  Samson1  s  project* 

Mr*  Stillwell  spent  this  entire  week  in  Denver  and  vicinity*    By  Sunday 
he  will  resume  his  trip  eastward,  and  is  expected  to  reach  Washington  by  the 
end  of  this  month* 

H»  A*  Spilman  left  Washington  Wednesday  night  for  a  short  trip  to  the 
lettuce  section  of  'Wayne  County,  New  York*    he  was  scheduled  to  address  a 
meeting  of  growers  and  shippers  at  Williamson  in  the  interest  of  a  standard 
two-dozen  crate  for  lettuce* 

Wm«  E«  Lewis  leaves  today  on  a  trip  that  will  take  him  through  the 
principal  tomato-canning  districts  of  the  East*    he  goes  first  to  Baltimore 
and  will  visit  a  number  of  canning  points  in  that  vicinity*    His  itinerary 
after  Sunday  permits  stops  at  Wilmington*  Del*;  Trenton,  N*J,;  New  York  City; 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Indianapolis,  Ind«,  and  Pittsburgh,  as  well  as  other  points 
in  those  States,    Mr*  Lewis  is  making  this  trip  in  the  interest  of  the 
Federal  grades  for  cannery  tomatoes. 

When  T*  C,  Curry  returns  from  his  leave  at  the  end  of  this  week,  R,  M, 
Peterson,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Atlanta  office,  expects  to  proceed 
to  Minneapolis,  his  permanent  headquarters. 

F,  S,  Kinsey,  who  has  been  in  the  'Washington  office  for  six  weeks, 
working  on  the  shipping-point  inspection  handbook,  left  last  Wednesday  fcr 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  will  spend  a  short  vacation*    In  early  September,  Mr* 
Kinsey  will  proceed  to  Portland,  Oregon,  and  other  points  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  to  resume  his  work  as  Supervising  Inspector* 

A*  E,  Prugh  reached  Washington  early  this  week,  and  probably  will 
proceed  to  Rochester,  N#Y«  on  Sunday  where  he  will  issue  market  reports  during 
the  fall  and  winter  months  on  about  seven  products.    En  route,  Mr*,  Prugh  will 
stop  at  Hew  York  City,  to  confer  with  C,  L#  Brown,  who  operated  the  Rochester 
office  the  last  two  seasons* 
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A.  L,  Ihoinas,  radio  operator,  who  has  been  in  the  Washington  telegraph 
section  during  the  summer,  started  by  automobile  for  Rochester  last  week. 
After  a  period  of  leave,  Mr.  'Thomas  will  resume  his  duties  in  the  reception 
of  radio  telegraph  reports  for  the  Rochester  office  from  Washington. 

J,  D.  Svers  came  to  Washington  from  Raleigh,  IT.  C, ,  last  Monday.  He 
left  in  a  few  days  for  Philadelphia,  -where  he  is  now  substituting  for  J.  G. 
Scott,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation  at  Princess  Anne,  Md.     On  Mr.  Scott's 
return,  E.  R.  Biddle  will  go  on  leave.    Mr,  Evers,  therefore,  will  be  .assist- 
ing in  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the  News  Service  until  about  September  20. 
He  will  then  proceed  to  Boston,  and  go  on  a  year's  furlough  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  his  course  in  the  Harvard  Graduate  School ' of "Business  Administra- 
tion. 

Robert  Bier  duly  arrived  in  Washington,  end  this  week  has  been  getting 
into  final  shape  his  report  on  the  various  shipping -point  inspection  deals 
which  he  supervised  in  the  South  during  the  past  nine  months, 

While  A.  E.  Keroker  is  at  Easton,  Md. ,  handling  the  small  inspection 
deal  in  that  territory,  he  can  be  reached  at  the  Queen  Anne  Hotel,  Easton. 
He  advises  that  in  Forth  Carolina  about  1,200  of  the  1,450  cars  of  peaches 
were  inspected. 

P.  D«  Rupert's  mail  address  at  Hancock,  Md. ,  is  P.  0.  Box  32. 

R.  C.  Lindstrom  expects  to  complete  the  inspection  work  in  Oklahoma  this 
week.     To  date,  about  140  cars  of  various  products  have  been  inspected. 

0.  N.  Marsha  will  leave  Orrick,  Mo.,  for  Chicago  today,  and  from  there 
proceed-  £o~Kichigan.  rwfc3re  he  will  supervise  the  grape  inspection  work  under 
a  new  agreement  for' cooperative  inspections  in  that  State.     From  now  until  the 
close  of  the  Orrick  deal  about  September  1,  Mr.  Gobble,  of  the  Missouri 
Marketing  Bureau,  will  handle  the  potato  inspections  at  that  point.     Mr,  urooQj.e 
assisted  Mr.  Harsha  at  Orrick  during  the  last  two  weeks. 

C.  W.  Eauck  is  now  at  Fresno,  Calif.,  looking  over  the  grape  and  raisin 

industry  and  studying  the  application  of  the  U.  S.  grades  for  grapes,  which 

are  being  used  as  a  basis  for  most  shipments  this  season.  Mr.  Hauck  s  adaress 
at  Fresno  is  2117  Inyo  Street, 

NOTE:     The  extension  of  the  Southern  leased  wire  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  ,  to 
Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  was  discontinued  on  June  30,  and  will  not  be  resumed  until 
the  opening  of  the  coming  shipping  season  in  Florida. 

A  HOLIDAY"  will  be  observed  in  all  offices  on  Monday,  September  1, 
which  is  Labor  Lay. 


* 
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la .    POTaTO  AND  PRUNE  SITUATION  IN  IDAHO . 

In  a  letter  of  August  23,  L.  G .  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Idaho, 
gives  the  following  information  of  general  interest: 

"It  seems  impossible  for  the  early  potato  movement  to  get  under 
way,  for,  after  a  good  start  last  week,  it  has  slowed  down  at  the  present 
time  to  practically  nothing.    The  price  is  so  low  that  the  growers  will 
not  dig,  and  prospects  for  an  increase  in  the  next  week  are  not  very 
bright . 

"The  potatoes  and  prunes  v/ill  now  come  on  together,  which  will 
complicate  matters  still  further.    The  prune  crop  prospects  have  steadily 
decreased  until  it  appears  that  there  will  not  be  more  than  800  cars 
from  the  whole  district.    They  will  start  moving  the  first  of  next  week, 
but  there  will  not  be  any  heavy  shipments  before  September.  The 
Department  here  has  been  doing  everything  possible  to  hold  back  the  ship- 
ment of  immature  stock,  and  the  quality  should  be  very  good. 

"There  will  be  very  little  movement  of  potatoes  from  the  territory 
around  Twin  Falls  and  east  thereof    before  the  first  part  of  September, 
as  they  can  hold  their  stock  for  better  prices." 

2a.    CONSCIENTIOUS  USE  OF  TIME. 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  our  employees  are  conscientious  as  to  their 
working  hours  and  faithful  in  the  use  of  time.    To  indicate  the  importance  of 
this  matter  and  the  strictness  with  which  other  Departments  view  the  question, 
the  following  paragraphs  are  quoted  from  official  orders  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  published  in  a  recent  supplement  to  the  Postal  Guide: 

"Time  Cheating:    Falsifying  one's  record  as  to  the  time  of  going 
on  duty  or  the  time  of  going  off  duty,  by  whatever  means  such  falsifi- 
cation is  effected,  is  really  time  embezzlement.     It  is  defrauding  the 
Government  and  can  not  be  condoned  under  any  circumstances .    Reports  of 
this  kind  of  fraud  are  occasionally  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Department,  and  this  notice  is  intended  as  a  direction  to  postmasters  to 
carefully  guard  the  time  records,  and  as  a  warning  to  clerks  and  carriers 
that  falsifying  these  records  is  looked  upon  as  a  grave  offense." 

3a.     IN  "CROPS  aND  1.ARKETS"  FOR  AUGUST  23: 

Page  117  -  Watermelons  Profitable  in  Central  Georgia, -by  F.  H.  Scruggs. 

-  Vegetable  imports  from  Cuba  doubled  in  value,  (filler) 
IIS  -  Special  paragraphs  on  late  onions  in  weekly  review. 

-  Connecticut  Valley  onion  section,   (filler  -  by  H.  S.  Stiles). 

119  -  Georgia  Elbertas  About  Shipped,  -  by  V.  D.  Callanan. 

120  -  Colorado  Produce  Moving,  -  by  John  D.  Snow. 

-  California  Grape  Prices  Decline,  -  by  C.  S.  Schultz. 

-  Connecticut  Valley  Onions,  -  by  K.  S.  Stiles. 

12*4  -  Kaw  Valley  Potato  Deal  Closing,  -  by  R.  S.  Lurabard. 
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lb.     FRESNO  SHAPE  SALES  01'  CASH  TRACK  BASIS  AT  SAF.E  LE  '/EL  AS  USUAL  TERFS. 

In  explanation  of  the  fact  that,  in  his  f.o.b.  report,  carload  usual 
terms  sales  have  "been  on  practically  the  same  level  as  carloads  f.o.b.  cash 
track,  C.  E.  Schultz,  at  Fresno,  wired  the  following  on  August  27: 

"Many  shippers  will  not  sell  on  a  cash  track  basis  any  lower 
than  on  usual  terms  basis,  when  the  latter  shipments  are  going  to 
reliable  receivers  although  still  subject  to  allowances,     Cash  buyers 
complain  that  they  cannot  obtain  stock  at  prices  in  line  with  sales 
on  the  f.o.b.  auction,  and,  therefore,  -hen  paying  prices  for  goods 
cash  track  at  the  same  level  as  for  usual  terms  sales,  they  pick 
only  the  best  stock  available.     This  practice  also  accounts  for  the 
phrase  'very  few  sales1,  which  is  being  used  daily  in  the  wires." 

2b.     T7EI£HT  OF  LUOS  DkDUCggB  ""-f."  GRAFFS  SOLD  ON  "I/10JAB"  BASIS. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Washington,  C.  S.  Schultz  has  wired  the 
following  statement  regarding  the  method  of  computing  the  net  weights  when 
grapes  are  sold  on  a  per  ton  oasis:     " 'Bulk  per  ton  including  lugs'  is  used 
to  indicate  per  ton  sales  on  a  net  weight  basis.     In  computing  the  weight  of 
the  grapes,  3j  pounds  usually  is  deducted  for  unlidded  lugs  and  4  pounds^  for 
lidded  lugs,  leaving  a  net  weight  of  2,000  pounds  of  grapes  to  the  ton. m 

3b.     SPLENDID  COOPERATION  FROM  FIELD  MB  MARKET  STATIONS, 

Field  men  are  accustomed  to  submitting  periodical  articles  for  use  in 
"Crops  and  Markets."    It  is  realized  that  their  time  is  pretty  fully  occupied, 
and  their  cooperation  infchis  respect  is  greatly  l  opreciated. 

Recently,  the  market  station  representatives  also  have  become  quite 
active  in  this  line,  particularly  the  men  who  are  serving  producing  sections 
in  their  territory.     This  is  most  commendable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  mar- 
ket stations  will  continue  their  cooperation  intending  material  for  "Crops  an 
Markets"  as  frequently  as  new  developments  arise.     Some  recent  examples  of 
special  articles  from  city  market  reporters  are:     Mr.  Biddle's  story  on  Virgin! 
potatoes*  in  paper  for  August  2*,  Mr.  Singer's  article  on  the  drought  in  the 
Northwest  in  paper  for  August  2  and  another  item  on  this  subject  to  appear  on 
August  30;  Mr.  Stiles'  story  on  Connecticut  Valley  onions,  Mr.  Lumbard's  on 
Kaw  Valley  potatoes,  and  Mr.  Snow's  article  on  Colorado  produce  in  paper  for 
.■'.ugust  23,  as  well  as  the  summary  on  Georgia  peaches  which  Mr.  Callanan,  of 
the  Few  Fork  office,  prepared.    Frobably  in  the  paper  to  be  dated  this  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Ferguson  will  have  an  article  on  Minnesota  potatoes  and  Mr.  Hansen  a 
story  on  Stockton  district  potatoes.    A  second  article  by  Mr.  Snow,  of  the 
Denver  office,  also  may  appear  this  T-eek. 

In  addition  to  these  stories  treating  of  conditions  in  producing  sec- 
tions, there  is  opportunity  to  tell  of  special  developments  within  the  city 
markets.    Ml  of  these  articles,  whether  from  field  stations  or  market  stations 
appear  to  be  widely  read,  andvery  frequently  they  are  the  best  material  to  senc 
in  answer  to  inquiries  by  letter.    Delays  in  publication  may  occur  occasion- 
ally, but  all  material  will  he  printed  as  rapidly  as  space  is  available.  So, 
do  not  wait  to  be  asked  for  an  article,  but  send  in  stories  whenever  you  find 
a  subject  of  particular  interest  upon  which  to  write.    An  contributions  shcuL 
be  plainly  marked:nFOR  MR.  FISKS'S  SECTION. "   Send  original  and  1  carbon  copy. 
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Ub.    ADDITIONS  TO  "MI-MO"   (GRAPES)  P..GE  OF  COSE  (EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER  U.  192U) 
On  "MI -MO"  page  of  the  code,  add: 

EG  U.S.  Fancy 

EJ  U. S.  Ho.  1 

EK  U.S.  No.  2 

5^<    DR-'^GGY  SEASON  FOR  E.J&Y  tikgQ  POTATOES.  . 

The  foil owing  interesting  letter  was  received  from  G.  D.  Clark,  at 
Caldwell,  Idaho,  under  date  of  August  21: 

;..     .„.  "The  deal  here  appears  to  have  blown  as  high  as  the  of t -mentioned  kite, 
"Last  week  there  was  a  semblance  of  life,  after  three  weeks  of  inactivity  due  to 
an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  growers  to  take  the  price  offered.    About ^ 
the  time  farmers  were  becoming  educated  to  low  prices  and  anxious  to  move  their 
crop,  the  price  took  another  downward  swing  and  the  outside  demand  became  al- 
most nil,  with  a  resultant  refusal  of  the  buyers  to  make  any  offers  and  a  re- 
newed determination  on  the  part  of  the  growers  not  to  sell. 

"Yesterday  five  cars  were  ordered  for  loading  in  the  district  and  two 
of  these  were  bought  for  60^  cash  to  the  grower.    There  will  be  practically  no 
loading  today  and  probably  very  little  the  remainder  of  the  week.     It  is  hoped 
that  by  the  end  of  the  month  movement  will  be  under  "way  again,  although  no 
heavy  loadings  are  expected  at  any  time,  probably  not  over  50  cars  &aily'.  -^er 
should  be  between  1,S00  and  1,800  cars  moved  from  the  early  section  by  October 
1,  under  normal  conditions,  compared  with  about  2,U00  cars  last  year,  but  l£Q0 
likely  will  be  the  upper  limit  to  that  date. 

"With  Kaw  Valley  potatoes  supplying  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  adjacent  terri- 
tory, Chicago  liberally  supplied  witbfnidwestern  stock  and  not  high  enough  to 
take  Idahos,  and  California  receiving  plenty  of  homegrowns,  this  section  is 
practically  without  an  outlet.    The  only  ray  of  hope  is  that  Kansas  and 
Missouri  will  soon  be  out  of  the  way;  however,  this  must  be  very  soon  to  help 
the  early  deal. 

"There  were  scattered  showers  over  the  district  on  the  13th  and  19th, 
which  afforded  temporary  relief  from  the  drouth,  although  probably  too  late  to 
help  the  potatoes  materially.    Part  of  this  section  received  its  last  run  of 
irrigation  water  on  the  17th,  after  being  short  all  summer.    Most  of  the 
potatoes  are  ready  to  be  dug  and  many  should  have  been  marketed  before  now. 

"The  yield  is'  good  wherever  the  water  shortage  has  not  been  too  severe; 
many  farmers  are  getting  200  sacks  per  acre.     The  quality  is  generally  very 
good,  although  in  some  fields  Heat  Necrosis  is  showing  up,  due  to  the  potatoes 
being  held  inthe  hot  ground  too  long  after  the  water  played  out. 

"Reports  from  the  Idaho  Falls  and  the  3urley-Buhl  sections  are  that 
there  has  been  plenty  of  water  to  grow  the  late  crop  and  a  good  yield  is  expect 
ed.    A  few  cars  have  moved  from  the  late  shipping  district,  particularly  from 
Aberdeen,  and  the  late  movement  probably  will  be  getting  under  headway  by 
September  15." 

6b.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  OF  FIELD  DEALS  . 

The  following  summaries  of  1923  field  deals  have  just  been  distributed: 
COLORADO  APPLES,  byW.  J.  Bertush         COLORADO  CANTALOUPES,  by  R.  H.  Lamb 
COLORADO  PEARS,  by  W.  J.  Bertush  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  QUINCES,  -  C.  L.  Brown 

COLORADO  POTATOES ,  by  W.  J,  Bertush  j  WESTERN  N.Y.  PLUMS  &  PRUNES,  'C  L.  Brown 
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7b .     THE  POUR  DISTRICTS  Off  CALIFORNIA  . 

A  description  of  the  producing  districts  of  California,  as  used  in  the 
Market  News  Service,  follows:-    ~ 


1.    The  Northern  California  District  extends  northward  from  a  line 
following  the  north  shore  of  the  Golden  Gate,  San  Pablo  Eay,  Carquinez  Strait, 
Suisun  Bay,  and  then  following  the  north  shore  of  the  San  Joaquin  River  to 
Stockton,  including  Stockton;  thence  along  the  line  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  to  Milton,  but  not  including  that  line;  thence  eastv/ardly  through  the 
center  of  Calaveras  County;  thence  along  the  ^estern  and  northern  boundary 
lines  of  Alpine  County  to  the  Mevada  State,  line. 

'  f\'       2.    The  Central  District  of  California  includes  the  territory  extending 
Vjhi4"s duthward  from  the  line  described  in  Par.  1  to  a  southern  boundary  beginning 
v      at  Santa  Barbara  along  an  imaginary  line  to  Liojave  and  including  that  town; 
thence  along  an  imaginary  line  from  Mojave  to  the  western  end  of  the  Slate 
Range,  along  that  range  of  mountains  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Inyo  Ccuntyl 
thence  along  the  southern  boundary  of  that  county  to  the  Nevada  State  line. 

3-    The  Southern  District  of  California  extends  southward  from  the  line 
described  in  Par.  2,  taking  in  all  the  balance  of  the  State  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  of  Imperial  County  south  of  an  imaginary  line  running  due  east 
and  west  through  NilancL 

k.    The  Imperial  District  is  that  portion  of  Imperial  County  south  of 
the  imaginary  line  through  Niland,  and  includes  the  town  of  Niland . 


bb.     S-  -ZPORTS  --.T  PRISNO,  C^IIF, 

In  connection  with  his  regular  market  reports  on  grapes,  C.  E.  Schultz 
is  issuing  from  the  Fresno  office  a  weekly  review  of  the  grape  situation  each 
Saturday.    Prices  and  shipments  are  summarized  for  the  week,  and  compared  with 
previous  periods,  brief  text  commenting  on  the  market  high  points .    In  con- 
junction with  the  daily  report  for  August  20,  Mr.  Schultz  published  a  long 
sheet,  showing  the  freight  and  icing  charges  on  grapes  from  Fresno  to  5^  lead- 
ing terminal  markets.    The  usual  disclaimer  clause  is  printed  at  the  top  of 
the  list.    Another  table  shows  the  freight  and  refrigeration  costs  per  lug  box 
for  various  weights,  on  the  basis  of  1,000  lugs  to  a  carload,  and  a  third 
table  gives  these  costs  on  a  per-ton  basis. 

B.  C.  BOREI, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  LARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Mail 

First 

Probably 

STATIONS 

List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Bulletins 

Will  Close 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO 

92S 

G„ 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept.  12 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

FRESNO,  CALIF,** 

919 

^  ~  ^ 

C 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov.  29 

Sequoia  Hotel 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 

R. 

H. 

Lamb 

Potatoes 

Aug. 

k 

Oct.  31 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Pears 

Aug. 

1 

Sept.  6 

Peaches 

Aug. 

Sept.  20 

Apples 

Sept . 

15 

Oct.  31 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO, 

821 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Cantaloupes 

Aug. 

20 

Sept.  15 

Maxwell  Block 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 

.  838 

AX  « 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Apples 

AUg. 

30 

Oct.  18 

Grapes 

Sept. 

k 

Oct,  18 

Peaches 

Sept , 

8 

Sept.  27 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

22 

Oct.  18 

Onions 

Sept. 

22 

Oct.  18 

The  following  stations  nrobably  f 

ill 

oioen  on  da" 

:es  indicated 

« 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

8U7 

G. 

E. 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept. 

2 

Mar.  15 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

S3  7 

A » 

E. 

Prugh 

Peaches 

Sept. 

8 

Oct.  11 

Pears 

Sept. 

8 

Nov.  8 

Apples 

Sept. 

15 

Apr,  1 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

15 

Apr.  1 

Cabbage 

Sept, 

29 

Mar.  7 

Onions 

Sept . 

29 

Feb.  28 

Celery 

.Oct. 

13 

Jan.  10 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  ME. 

8U2 

H. 

E. 

Tin  t~\  Pi  r\(\ 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

10 

Apr,  1 

WaUPaCA,  WIS.** 

S9H 

w. 

H. 

iuV  Old 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

15 

Apr.  30 

idaho  falls ,  idaho 

8^5 

G  - 

D, 

Clark 

Potat  oes 

Sept. 

15 

Apr,  30 

MARTINSBURG,  W.  VA. 

S3  5 

F. 

H, 

Scruggs 

apples 

Sept . 

22 

Oct.  31 

The  following  station  closes  on  date 

indicated: 

Closed 

KEARNEY,  NEBR, 

930 

H. 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

July  28 

Aug.  30 

Post  Office  Bids. 

**  State  Dept .cooperating.        TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS 


W,  H.  Mosier  -  on  leave  in  Columbus .  J.  D.  Evers  -  in  Philadelphia  office, 
R.  M.  Peterson  -  in  Atlanta  office.  F.  K.  Scruggs  -  in  Washington  office. 

G.  A.  DeHaven  -  in  Chicago  office,  H.E.  Rutland  -  c/o  Washington  office. 
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lc.     FEW  SHIPPIFG-POIFT  irSPECTIQN  SEALS, 

Within  the  next  few  days, additional  shipping-point  work  will  "be  start- 
ed in  the  following  sections: 

OHIO  onions,  centering  around  McC-uffey,  in  Hardin  County,    Ray  C.  Bish, 
of  the  Cleveland  office,  fall  "be  in  charge  of  this  deal, 

VIR3-IFIA  apples,  in  the  south  central  and  southwestern  parts  of  the 
State,     A.  3;  Mercker  will  have  charge  of  this  work, 

"EST  VIRGINIA  apples,  in  the  Mart  ins burg  -  Inwood  territory.    J,  J. 
Gardner  will  supervise  this  deal,  as  in  past  seasons, 

NEW  YOEK  peaches,  apples,  potatoes  and  cabbage,  centering  for  the  pre- 
sent around  Rochester.  C.  H.  Behnke,  of  the  New  York  City  staff,  will  handle 
this  work  temporarily. 

MICHIGAN  grapes,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  State.     0.  N.  Harsha 
will  supervise  this  deal. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  potatoes,  with  J.  H.  Hoover  as  Supervising  Inspector. 

FLORIDA  citrus  fruit  inspections  probably  will  start  about  the  middle 
of  September,  with  Robert  Bier  again  in  charge  after  October  1, 

2c.     A  TEST  FOR  OILED  FRAPS. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  Dr.  D.  F.  Fisher,  Patholo- 
gist of  B,  p.  I.  located  at  "/enatchee,  in  reply  to  a  request  for  information 
as  to  how  apple  wraps  can  be  tested  to  determine  whether  they  have  been  oiled. 
While  it  is' not  likely  that  Inspectors  will  be  called  upon  to  determine  this 
point,  the  letter  will  be  of  interest  to  all: 

"I  do  not  know  of  any  reliable  test  other  than  a  chemical 
determination  for  the  presence  of  oil.     However,  it  is  my  opinion, 
based  upon  the  examination  of  a  large  number  of  samples  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  oiled  wraps,  that  unless  a  wrap  can  readily  be  recog- 
nized as  oiled  it  is  very  likely  to  be  inadequately  oiled  and  there- 
fore not  of  much  value  in  scald  control.     We  have  found  that  a  good 
rough  indication  of  the  effectiveness  of  oiled  paper  is  to  be  found 
in  the  freedom  with  which  it  gives  up  oil  to  an  ordinary  sheet  of 
paper  with  which  it  is  placed  in  contact,  under  a  slight  pressure, 
for  a  few  hours.     If  the  ordinary  paper  takes  up  no  oil  from  the 
other  sheet,  we  do  not  regard  it  as  likely  to  be  effective  in  scald 
control.     It  is  unfortunately  true  that  some  paper  sold  as  'oiled1 
has  carried  a  very  small  percentage  of  oil  and  disappointing  results 
have  been  obtained.     For  all  practical  purposes  these  wraps  might  as 
well  net  have  carried  any  oil  at  all.     However,  most  of  the  commer- 
cial oiled  -oaper  that  I  have  examined  and  tested  out  here  has  been 
all  right. n 

3c.     ARTICLES  FOR  "CROFS  AFP  VMZZTS. " 

All  Inspectors,  and  especially  those  engaged  in  work  at  shipping  points, 
are  asked  to  read  every  word  of  Par.  3b  on  page  394  of  this  D.  L.  Inspectors 
frequently  meet  conditions  that  would  form  the  basis  of  a  good  article,  suit- 
able for  publication  in  "Crops  and  Markets. 11    Your  cooperation  is  invited. 
Shipping-point  inspectors  particularly  are  often  located  in  districts  not 
covered  by  the  Market  Fe'iys  Service,  and  these  men  have  an  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity to  write  articles  relating  to  products  never  otherwise  treated. 


IFSPFCTICF  SERVICE  ] 


Uc.    FRUIT  INSPECTION  WORK  TInT  QjjggON 

F.  E.  Bailey,  Supervising  Inspector,  wrote  the  following  interesting 
letter  from  Medford,  Oregon,  on  August  21: 

"I  have  left  the  Willamette  Valley  for  two  days  in  order  to  see  how  the 
work  is  progressing  here  at  Bedford,  and  at  Roseburg  and  Grants  Pass.  The 
last  car  of  fresh  prunes  was  to  he  shipped  from  Roseburg  yesterday. 

"ITotiiing  is  "being  shipped  from  Grants  Pass  now.    There  may  he  a  car  or 
two  of  late  pears  from  there  before  the  grapes  start  in  late  September. 

/wAt  Medford  the  Bartlett  shipments  are  drawing  to  a  close  and  the  fall 
varieties  (Bosc,  Anjou  and  Cornice)  are  just  starting.     Some  cars  of  Howells 
have  been  shipped  the  past  week. 

"Mr.  Fish  estimates  that  the  season's  average  of  all  varieties  will 
show  about  one-third  of  the  crop  packed  Extra  Fancy  and  two-thirds  Fancy,  which 
will  be  the  reverse  of  last  year  when  about  two-thirds  went  Extra  Fancy.  Spring 
freeze  accounts  for  this  reversal  of  grade  proportion.    Many  pears  are  frost 
marked,  others  deformed.    All  varieties  show  many  seedless  pears;  one  crop  of 
Howells  recently  packed  showed  approximately  90%  of  these. 

"The  seedless  pears  usually  are  fairly  symmetrical  but  lack  the  char- 
acteristic shape  of  the  variety;  many  are  of  small  size  for  the  variety.  When 
cut,  some  of  these  pears  show  rudimentary  seed  cavities, while  others  show  only 
a  brown  line  through  the  center  and  no  part  which  might  be  called  a  core. 

"The  inspectors  here  are  having  practically  all  seedless  stock  graded 
down  to  Fancy  (even  though  it  be  symmetrical:),  because  it  lacks  characteristic 
shape.    As  you  already  know,  the  Oregon  Fancy  pear  grade  is  wide  open;  so  it 
takes  this  stock  without  a  question. 

"Many  Rogue  River  growers,  as  usual,  have  tried  getting  by  without  the 
last  lead  spray  on  the  Bartletts.    The  result  is  that,  on  the  late  picking  of 
this  variety,  fresh  worm  puncture  and  some  young  calyx  worms  are  found.     It  is 
the  practice  in  all  packing  houses  where  inspection  is  taken  to  cull  any  pear 
showing  a  sting,  regardless  of  any  evidence  of  healing.    Nevertheless,  some 
of  these  youngsters  are  getting  by  both  as  side  worms  and  calyx  worms  and 
probably  will  be  found  as  adults  by  the  market  men, 

"It  is  in  the  Willamette  Valley  that  I  attempted  to  organize  an  in- 
spection force  to  start  Monday  morning,  after  receiving-  first  notice  of  the 
desire  for  the  same  while  in  the  Yakima  Valley  the  preceding  Friday.    I  got 
the  force  of  six  men  together  on  time  but  have  been  running  in  bad  luck  (most- 
ly rain)  ever  since. 

"Mr.  Hogue,  who  is  handling  the  Willamette  fresh  prune  deal  for  Denney 
and  Company,  has  been  fine  to  work  with.    A  Buick  car  has  been  at  my  disposal 
whenever  I  desired  to  make  the  rounds  of  the  loading  points  (a  200-mile  cir- 
cuit) .      Without  this  accommodation,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to 
keep  a  line  on  the  work. 

"Many  prune  crops  show  considerable  gum  spot,  probably  resulting  from 
drouth.    Where  the  gum  leaves  a  fairly  well  healed  and  inconspicuous  scar,  lesf 
than  ~  inch  long,  we  have  not  scored  it. 

"Drouth  also  shows  up  as  a  shriveled  condition  at  the  stem  end  of  the 
plum,  with  the  flesh  beneath  brown  from  oxidation.     In  a  less  severe  form 
it  appears  as  a  wrinkled  area,  on  the  side,  with  brovra  corky  lines  in  the 
flesh  beneath. 

".Am  returning  to  Salem  in  the  Willamette  Valley  tonight." 
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5 c .     GBaDS  BOOKLET  ArD  BUXJ^^S  BEIjjG  DiSgRIBUgED- 

Official  Grades  for  the  Standardization  of  Colorado  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
are  being  sent  out  with  this  issue  of  the  Division  Letter. 

4s  stated  in  last  week's  Letter,  copies  of  Farmers1  Bulletins  No,  IO59 
and  1351,  "Sweet  Potato  Diseases"  and  "Cabbage  Diseases,"  have  been  sent  to  the 
various  offices.    Department  Circular  220 ,  "Late-Blight  Tuber  Hot  of  the  Potato, 
was  not  included,as  it  is  believed  that  this  was  sent  out  some  time  ago. 

We  have  a  supply  of  the  following  bulletins,  and  each  office  is  requested 
to ' investigate  its  files  and  see  if  these  publications  are  on  hand.    Each  In- 
spector should  also  have  these  bulletins  in  his  individual  file.    If  not,  copies 
should  be  requested  from  this  office  immediately!! 

Department  Circular  220:  Late-Blight  Tuber  Hot  of  the  Potato. 

Department  Circular  219 :  Phoma  Hot  of  Tomatoes. 

Department  Circular  2lU:  Fusarium  Tuber  Hot  of  Potatoes. 

Department  Circular  231:  Potato  Brown-Rot. 

Department  Circular  217*  iinthracnose  of  Musknelons. 

Department  Circular  23U;  Bacterial  Spot  of  Cucumbers, 

Farmers1  Bulletin  1060:  Cnion  Diseases  and  their  Control. 

Farmers1.  Bulletin  1367:  Control  of  Potato-Tuber  Diseases, 

6c.    ShIPP  INS-POINT  WORE  1:7  UTAH. 

Writing  from  Salt  Lake  City  on  August  1%  F.  J.  Baehler,  Supervising 
Inspector,  sent  the  following  information  of  importance  to  all  Inspectors: 

"I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Utah  Pear  Grades,  which  the  State  has 
adopted^for  this  season.    As  you  will  note,  these  are  the  same  as  the  U,S, 
grades  but  are  designated  as  Fancy  ¥0,  1,  Hb,  1  and  No.  2,    An  Orchard  Hun 
grade  also  has  been  included.     I  am  not  thoroughly  satisfied  that  these 
designations  are  advisable  in  all  respects,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  peach  grades  are  similarly  designated  and  have  the  unqualified  approval 
of  the  growers,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  change." 

For  the  information  of  all  concerned,  the  Orchard  Pun  grade  for  Utah 
pears  is  reprinted  below: 

"Orchard  Hun,    V.hen  the  above  three  grades  (Fancy  No*  1,  ^0.  1  and 
No,  2)  are  packed  together,  the  boxes  must -be  marked  1  Orchard  Pun, 1  but 
any  pears  so  marked  must  not  contain  any  fluit  that  will  not  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  No,  2  grade.    When  designated  as  'Orchard  Run,1   it  shall 
be  unlawful  to  remove  any  of  the  higgler  grade  pears  and  then  pack  the  re- 
mainder as  1  Orchard  Run1  except  that  the  larger  sizes  of  all  grades  may  be 
removed  and  the  rest  packed  and  marked  1  Jumble' in  addition  to  the  grade  mark," 

Mr,  Baehler1 s  letter  continues:  "The  State  of  Utah  has  officially  adopted 
the  revised  U„       peach  and  onion  grades,  also  the  lettuce  grades.     In  the 
peach  grades,  however,  a  minimum  size  has  been  provided,  as  in  the  former 
State  grades,-  2  inches  for  No*  1  and  1  3 A  inches  for  No.  2. 

"Potato  shipments  have  increased  during  the  last  week,  and  we  are 
now  inspecting  about  10  or  15  cars  per  day.    The  growers  had  •'been  holding  | 
back,  with  the  expectation  of  higher  prices;  but,  as  it  appears  there  is  no 
prospect  of  this,  they  are  now  disposing  of  their  stock.    The  grading  is 
generally  good,  but  we  are  reporting  some  cars  below  grade.  Practically 
all  cars  are  inspected.    Shipments  consist  principally  of  Cobblers  and 
Triumphs,    Many  of  the  Sarly  Qfcios  show  internal  discoloration,  evidently 
heat  necrosis.    On  account  of  this,  most  of  these  are  being  disposed  of 
locally. 
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"The  first  car  of  peaic  ..mis  loaded  Saturday  (^ug.  l6)  "by  the 
Stratton  Fruit  Exchange.;   The  grading  and  pack  were  excellent,  and  the 
indications  are  that  shipments  W%%1  increase  steadily  from  now  on*.  The 
quality  in  general  is  good, 

"Peaches  are  maturing  earlier  than  was  expected,.    Small  lots  of  the 
early  varieties  are  now  being  sold  on  the  local  market,  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  first  car  of  early  Elbertas  will  be  loaded  next  Monday,    The  crop 
is  short,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  size  in  many  cases  will  be  rather 
small.    The  quality,  however,  is  good*    I  have  been  in  a  number  of  orchards, 
and  the  fruit  usually  is  remarkably  clean  and  free  from  defects*" 

7c,     GRADES  FOB  BARRELED  APPLES  PROMULGATED. 

Copies  of  the  official  U.  S4  Grades  for  Barreled  Apples,  recently  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Department,  are  being  sent  with  this  D#L.  to  all  Inspectors, 
Please  note  the  additional  statement  regarding  decay,  etc.  at  bottom  of  page  2, 
and  the  changes  at  top  of  page  3  relating  to  color  requirements  of  Arkansas 
(Black  Twig)  and  Baidwin  varieties. 

F,  G-«  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 

QPPIGE  NOTES: 

Leaving  Washington  at  3  F.ta,  on  U0nday,  Mr,  Sherman  and  Mr*  Robb  will 
proceed  to  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  conference  on  Tuesday  with 
railroad  officials  of  the  Central  Freight  Association.    This  meeting,  like  the 
one  recently  held  with  western  railroad  officials    has  in  view  the  possible 
extended  use  of  the  Inspection  Service  by  the  carriers.    After  returning  to 
Washington,  Messrs,  Sherman  and  Robb  will  go  to  New  York  later  in  the  week  to 
attend  a  similar  conference  with  Ti%nk  Line  Association  representatives.  The 
New  York  meeting  will  be  held  on  September  5*    Another  such  conference  will 
take  place  in  Boston,  possibly  on  the  9th  of  the  month,  with  officials  of  the 
Hew  England  Freight  Association, 

Mr*  Stillwell  will  meet  Mr*  Sherman  in  Chicago  next  Tuesday,  and  confer 
with  him  regarding  market  news  work  in  the  field* 

Iir«:  Samson  left  Washington  last  Sunday  for  a  short  trip  to  Chicago  and 
Wisconsin  points.    He  was  back  at  his  desk  by  Thursday  morning,    In  company 
with  Rt        Butner,  of  the  Chicago  office,  Mr,  Samson  attended  a  meeting  of 
cabbage  shippers  at  Kenosha,  Wis,,  on  August  26,  where  the  U«  S,  grades  for 
cabbage  were  under  discussion,    As  a  result  of  this  conference,  it  is  expected 
that  some  modification  will  be  made  of  the  size  classification  for  cabbage, 

W,  C«  Hackleman  completed  his  work  with  the  Inspectors1  training  class 
in  Chicago  and  is  spending  this  week  on  annual  leave  at  Knights town,  Ind* .  He 
plans  to  be  back  in  the  New  York  City  office  early  next  week, 

H.  Vk  De^ott,  auditor  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Section  but  now  on  furlough, 
is  located  for  the  present  at  2k  Alpine  Place,  Arlington,  N,  J.,  near  Jersey 
City, 
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OFF ICS  NOTES:  (Continued) 

A,  E.  Mercker  arrived  in  Washington  a  few  days  ago  from  Easton,  Md, 
where  he  had  been  inspecting  peaches.     He  has  left  that  work  in  charge  of 
James  P.  Broun,  an  inspector  who  served    with  him  in  the  southern  deals.  Mr. 
Mercker  reports  that  40  or  more  cars  of  peaches  will  he  inspected  in  that 
Eastern  Shore  section,  and  later  about  100  cars  of  apples.    Mr.  Brown  will 
shortly  proceed  to  Hancock,  Md. ,  to  take  training  in  apple  inspection  work 
from  P.  B;  Rupert,  before  resuming  the  service  at  Easton, 

After  spending  this  week  in  the  Washington  office,  Mr.  Mercker  will 
proceed  next  week  to  southwest  Virginia  and  supervise  apple  inspections  in 
the  Blue  Ridge  region,  fairly  close  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Virginia. 
He  may  be  on  that  deal,  the  entire  month  of  September,  located  at  Roanoke. 

While  R.  C.  Bish  Is  at  McGuffey,  Ohio,  the  next  twonnonths,  handling' 
onion  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  that  district,  S.  N,  Green  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  Cleveland  office. 

J.  K.  Hoover  expects  to  complete  his  work  on  Kaw  Valley  potatoes  this 
week.     His  next  assignment  is  in  South  Dakota,  on  potato  inspections. 

R.  C.  lands t rem  left  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. ,  for  Chicago  last  week  and 
has  since  gone  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  will  "be  on  vacation  until  September  6. 

Having  substituted  for  B.  H,  Powell,  In  Indianapolis ,  Ober  G,  Strauss 
came  to  Washington  and  spent  this  week  in  the  local  office.    He  will  leave 
shortly  for  Rocky  Mount,-  I.  C.  ,  where  he  will  take  a  vacation,  before  proceed- 
ing to  Orlando,  Fla. ,  to  assist  .in  citrus  inspection  work 'the  coming  season. 
He  expects  to  arrive  at  Orlando  .about  September  15, 

N,  C.  Farnworth,  who  has  been  on  the  Washington  staff  for  several  months, 
plans  to  return  to  Florida  about  September  5.     He  will  stop  at  Jacksonville, 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Rhodes  about  the  season's  inspection  prospects,  and  will 
reach  Orlando  about  the  8th,     Orlando  will  be  Mr.  Farnworth  fs  headquarters  this 
season;  Mrs,  Farnworth  h?.s  accepted  a  teaching  position  in  the  schools  of  that 
city.    Following  a  short  period" of  leave,  Mr.  Farnworth  will  begin  active  work 
on  the  citrus  fruit  inspections  in  Florida  about  the  20th. 

Having  completed  his  period  of  leave,  James  A.  Marks  will  proceed  from 
Springdale,  Ark.  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  will  be  in  temporary  charge  of^the^ 
local  inspection  work  during  J.  J.  Gardner's  absence  on  the  shipping-point  in- 
spection deal  in  the  apple  region  of  northeastern  '?est  Virginia. 

C.  K.  Behnke  will  go  from  -few  York'  City  next  week  and  probably  make 
Rochester  his  headquarters,  while  he  is  temporarily  supervising  the  inspection 
of  peaches,  apples,  potatoes  and  cabbage  at  shipping  points  in  western  New 
York. 
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f.  E.  Kast,  'of  the  Hew  York  staff,  is  handling  the  New  Haven  office 
for  the  present.     3?.  Ms  Lyle,  formerly  the  Inspector  in  that  city,  left 
Netf  Haven  last  week,  ana  stopped  in  the  Washington  office  on  Monday  en  route 
to  ?e::as,  where  he  has  accented  a  position  on  the  faculty  of  the  A    &  M 
College, 

0,  IT.  Harsha  advises  that  his  present  address  in  Michigan  is  St.  Joseph. 
He  will  supervise  grape  inspections  in  that  territory. 

Having  been  unable  to  return  to  duty  on  account  of  illness,  T.  C.  Curry 
till  not  be  back  in  the  Atlanta  office  until  early  next  week,     R,  M.  Feterson 
has  remained  in  temporary  charge  of  the  work  there,  but  leaves  in  a  few  days. 

L.  H.  Wulf ekuhl 1  s  vacation  was  not  completed  until  yesterday,  and  '.7.  H, 
Mosier  has  handled  the  market  reporting  work  in  Cincinnati  until  today.  He 
will  be  on  leave  in  Columbus  for  the  next  week,  before  proceeding  to  Waupaca, 
Wis.,  to  reopen  the  field  station  on  potatoes  at  that  point. 

Because  of  the  delay  in  first  shipments  of  peaches  from  western  Few 
York,  A.  E.  Prugh  remained  in  the  Washington  office  until  last  night,     He  has 
now  proceeded  to  Rochester,  via  New  York  City.    Mr,  Prugh  probably  will  issue 
first  market  reports  at  Rochester  about  September  8, 

F.  H.  Scruggs  arrived  in  Washington  early  this  week,  following  his  vaca- 
tion in  Tennessee,    He  will  work  on  a  number  of  his  field  station  summaries, 
before  going  to  i.iartinsburg,  W.   Va.  ,  to  issue  reports  on  apples, 

G,  S.  Prince  stopped  at  Caldwell,  Idaho,  a  few  days,  en  route  to  his 
next  field  assignment  in  Spokane,  Wash,     He  conferred  with  G.  D.  Clark,  in 
charge  of  the  Caldwell  office,  .. 

Upon  the  return  of  F  A.  Arenz  from  vacation,  B.  E.  Shaffer,  who  sub- 
stituted for  him  in  Milwuel^ee,  returned  to  Chicago  and  has  been  on  leave  all 
of  this  week  at  Vicksburg,  Mich. 

A'fter  the  discontinuance  of  potato  market  reports  at  Kearney,  Nebr., 
this  Saturday,  K.  E.  Rutland  will  come  in  to  Washington  on  his  way  to  Presque 
Isle,  Maine,  his  next  field  assignment.  The  Kearney  mailing  list  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Denver  office,  and  Mr,  Snow  will  continue  to  serve  the  south- 
central  Nebraska  grov/ers  and  shippers  the  remainder  of  the  season, 

Miss  Maude  E.  Norup  has  been  given  a  temporary  appointment  in  the 
Washington  stencil-cutting  room  under  Mr.  Clay's  direction, 

F,  A.  Powell,  formerly  Federal-State  Supervisor  of  the  Eagle  district 
of  Colorado,  is  now  located  temporarily  at  Fresno,  with  the  California  Inspec- 
tion Service, 
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E,  Schaltzj  of  the  iMarket  News  Service,  addressed  the  training 
class  of  the  California  Inspection  Service  in  Fresno,  Thursday  evening, 
August  lU,  on  the  methods  of  collecting  and  disseminating  market  informa- 
tion and  the  relation  of  the  News  Service  to  the  Inspection  Service*  ^r« 
Schultz  pointed  the  ever  increasing  value  of  the  services  to  the  trade 
and  stressed  the  importance  of  having  prompt,  complete  and  reliable  in- 
formation as  the  "basis  for  marketing  and  distribution  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables,   Approximately  kO  of  the  California  Inspectors  were  present, 

C*  W#  riauck,  who  is  making  a  study  of  practical  application  of  the 
newly-established  United  States  grades  for  grapes,  is  making  his  head- 
quarters for  a  few  weeks  at  the  Fresno  office  of  the  California  Inspection 
Service  at  2117  Inyo  Street,  Fresno,    He  is  studying  the  raisin  industry 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  and  securing  information  which  may  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  establishing  grades  for  raisins  for  use  in  transactions 
between  the  grower  and  the  ouyer  or  cooperative  associations.    This  work 
has  been  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Sun  -aid  Haisin  Growers  of 
California,  who  control  approximately  S^fa  of  the  tonnage  of  that  commodity 
produced  in  the  United  States,  and  the  -Bureau  is  working  in  very  close 
touch  with  the  association. 

The  present  itinerary  of  Wm,  E,  Lewis  will  find  him  in  Philadelphia 
the  first  two  days  of  September!  at  Trenton  and  vicinity  from  the  3rd  to 
the  10th;  Ithaca,  N,  YM  from  the  10th  to  the  lUth,  and  then  in  Indianapolis, 
Ind,    *-r,  I»ewis  is  traveling  in  the  interest  of  the  grades  for  cannery 
tomatoes, 

^ail  for  Ft  J,  Baehler  should  be  sent  in  care  of  our  Salt  Lake  City 
office;  3°^  Capitol  Building,    While  supervising  shipping-point  inspections 
in  Utah,  Mr*  Baehler ls  residence  address  is:  Richmond  Apts*,  7^  E»  North 
Temple  StM  Salt  Lake  City;  phone  ^asatch  516 « 

NOTE;    Effective  September  1,  our  feiiPHIS  OFFICE  will  be  moved  from 
the  County  Court  House  to  Room  77^*  Randolph  Building,  Memphis,  Please 
change  this  address  on  all  your  records, 

Next  week1 s  Division  Letter  will  be  edited  by  &rs,  D,  K*  Dick3  in 
the  absence  of  the  regular  editor. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of    Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C- 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  5,  NO •  36" 
September  5.  192^. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    PROGRESS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  WORK  IN  THE  >vEST. 

Mr.  Stillwell  returned  today  from  a  two-months'  trip  in  which  he  visited 
the  offices  in  the  western  States.    He  found  the  work  in  the  offices  opened  a 
year  ago  to  be  well  organized.    Shippers  and  growers  everywhere  are  immensely 
interested  in  the  market  news  service  and  the  reports  issued  from  the  western 
offices  are  very  popular.    The  "broadcasting  of  reports  by  radio  has  been  well 
developed,  particularly  in  San  Francisco  and  Denver.    The  efficiency  of  this 
work  in  Denver  will  be  considerably  increased  within  the  next  six  months  when  a 
new  station  now  under  construction  by  the  General  Electric  Company  is  completed. 
The  daily  and  weekly  services  of  the  Associated  Press  and  United  Press  are  be- 
ing used  to  a  considerable  extent,  especially  in  covering  particular 
territories  and  deals  .    New  reports  are  also  being  added  to  the  Western  Union 
C.N-D.  service. 

The  dry  weather  has  cut  crops  in  many  sections  of  the  West  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.    Two  sets  of  figures  may  be  cited  to  indicate  the  extent  of 
the  water  shortage  in  specific  sections.    A  normal  flow  of  water  in  the  King 
•  River,  from  which  most  of  the  water  for  the  Fresno  district  is  taken,  is  about 
2,500  second  feet  on  August  1.    This  year  the  flow  was  only  about  100  second 
feet-    The  Arrowrock  Reservoir  in  Idaho  held  about  180,000  acre  feet  of  water 
on  August  1  a  year  ago.    This  year  only  slightly  over  2,000  acre  feet  were  in 
the  reservoir.    Some  potato  fields  in  southwestern  Idaho  had  not  been  watered 
since  the  26th  of  June  and  the  yield  will  be  cut  accordingly.    There  appears 
to  be  plenty  of  irrigation  water  to  care  for  the  crop  in  the  Twin  Falls  and 
Idaho  Falls  sections. 

The  various  field  station  summaries  issued  during  the  past  year  have 
been  especially  well  received  by  members  of  the  trade,  and  Mr.  Stillwell  reports 
that  in  practically  every  section  visited,  favorable  comments  were  made  upon 
one  or  more  of  these  summaries.    Special  material,  including  crop  statistics, 
shipments  and  market  comments  issued  in  connection  with  the  daily  market  reports 
also  have  proved  to  be  a  popular  feature  of  the  market  news  work.    Idaho  potato 
producers  were  especially  anxious  to  have  the  General  Electric  Company  at 
Oakland  broadcast  potato  reports  or  else  to  have  them  broadcasted  from  the 
station  at  Hastings,  Nebr.    They  stated  that  these  two  stations  reached  Idaho 
points  better  than  any  others  in  the  West.    After  rather  lengthy  negogiations , 
Mr.  Hansen,  in  charge  of  the  San  Frsncisco  office,  finally  has  arranged  to 
have  a  brief  potato  report  broadcasted  daily  from  the  General  Electric  Company 
station  at  Oakland. 

2a.    RUBBER  SfeOaPJ  USED  AT  BRANCH  OFFICES  . 

Every  branch  office  is  requested  to  send  to  Washington,  marked  for  the 
"Attention  of  Mr.  Evans,"  a  sheet  containing  impressions  of  every  rubber  stamp 
on  hand  in  the  office  .    The  name  of  the  office  should  appear  at  the  top  of  the 
sheet . 
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lb,     RgQM  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  LETTUCE  LaBKET. 

Under  date  of  August  28,  V,  D,  Callanan  and  S,  I*  Russell  released' 
a  3-page  mimeographed  summary  of  the  1923-2U  season  for  lettuce  on  the  New 
York  market,  covering  the  period  from  late  November  to  the  first  of  June, 
when  homegrown  stock  was  off  the  market  and  mcst  sales  represei  bed  shipped- 
in  lettuce  from  other  States,    Big  Boston-type  and  Iceberg~type  lettuce 
are  discussed  separately  in  statistics  of  shipments  and  prices.    The  first 
table  shows  receipts  in  New  York  by  months,  with  the  percentage  each  type 
comprised  of  the  whole  supply:  the  second  is  of  receipts  by  months  and 
originating  States,    Table  3  shows  lettuce  shipments  by  calendar  years,  and 
the  next  two  pages  are  devoted  to  receipts  and  prices  by  days, 

2b.    TEST  ..IDEOGRAPH  PAPER;  -  ""-  ■ 

Upon  receipt  of  mimeograph,  paper  direct  from  the  contractor,  one 
case  should  be  opened  at  once. and  tests  made  of- several  reams  chosen  at- 
random  from  different  part's'  of  the  case  to  observe  whether  the  paper  works 
satisfactorily  in  every. respect  before  the  requisition  is  receipted  and 
forwarded  to  Washington,    In  other  words,  the  samples  forwarded  with  the 
receipted  requisition  should  be  representative  of 'the  shipment,  and  whether 
or  not  the  paper  will  be  satisfactory  should  be  determined  before' the" paper 
is  accepted  and' paid  for. *    A  recent  lot  of  paper,  apparently  satisfactory  upon 
casual  examination^  has  been  found  to  be  of  such  light  weight  as  to  cause 
considerable  trouble.       '  -:  -  - 

3  V   REPORT  ON  HAL  CO'  SPECIAL  LlLiZQGEAPH  INK. 

Very  few  offices  have  as  yet  reported  concerning  the  results  obtained 
from  using  the  sample  cans,  of  Halco  Special  mimeograph  Ink  which  were  for- 
warded from  Washington  in  accordance' with  Division 'Letter.,  of.  June  27,  192U, 
Item  lb,     411  offices  which  have  net  yet  made  a  report  on  the  ink  are 
requested  to  do  so  at  once 4    If  the  ink  is  sat isf actor y  the  name  of  this 
ink  should  be  specified  on  requisitions , 

4b.    PENNSYLVANIA  AjjD  NEW  JERSEY  POTATOES: 

J*  D.  Evers,  in  the  Philadelphia  office,  wrote  as  follows  on  Sep-  •" 
tember  2: 

"According  to  reports  from  local  factors,  shipments  of  potatoes  out 
of  the  Lehigh  County  section  of  Pennsylvania  will  start  moving  in  good 
volume  about  the  second  week  of  September*    Indications  are  that  the  stock 
is  of  very  good  quality,  although  in  some  cases  slightly  over-size.  The 
stand  of  the  crop  is  reported  at  75/°  to  80^o, 

"Peak  of  the  Mm  Jersey  potato  movement  has  already  been  reached  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  dai^y  movement  will  soon  be  showing  a  decline.  Ship- 
ments up  to  September  1  inclusive  amount  to  H;ki^  cars,  compared  with  4,05)4 
last  season  to" the  same  date  and  10,213  in  1922.    Price  returns'  to  the  growers 
are  still  at  a  low  figure,  most  Cobblers  at  shipping  points  during  the  past 
few  days  ranging  from  $1.75  to. $1.85  per .150-lb  sack,  and  Giants  mostly 
around  $1.50,    A,  year  ago  the  same  date  the  f  «-.o.b.  market  on  Jersey  Cobblers 
was  $3^5-3>75  and  Giants  $2,40-2,50  per  sack," 

E.  W,  STILLWELL 

Specialist  in  I  market  News. 
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;eld  stations  OF  MRXET  NEWS  SERVICE 

STATIONS 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulle  tins 

Probably 
Will  Close 

CALDWELL ,  IDAHO 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

928 

G.  D.  Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept.  12 

FEES NO,  CALIF.** 
Sequoia  Hotel 

919 

C  •  E .  Schul tz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov,  29 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

R.  H.  Lamb 

Potatoes 
Pears 
Peaches 
Apples 

Aug,  k 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  15 

Oct,  31 
Sept,  6 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  31 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO. 
V&xxell  Block 

821 

R.  L.  Sutton 

Cantaloupes 

Aug.  20 

Sept.  15 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 
Room  1, Commercial  Block 

OJ)D 

xt.  ti.  onoemaKer 

Apples 

Grapes 

Peaches 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Pears 

iVUg.  30 

Sept.  U 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  22 
Sept,  22 
Sept,  S 

Uct.  lo 
Oct.  18 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 

The  following  stations  probably  will  open  on  dates  i nd icated: 


SPOKANE,  WASH . 
k2k  Federal  Bldg, 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


PRESqUE  ISLE,  m. 
WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
IDAHO  FALLS ,  IDAHO 
MART  INS  BURG,  V*.  VA. 


S3  7 


G.  E.  Prince 


a.  E.  Prugh 


8^2  H.  E.  Rutland 

894  W.  H.  Mosier 
I 

g^5!G.  V •  Clark 
835 |F.  H,  Scruggs 


X 


Apples 

Peaches 

Pears 

Apples 

Pota.toes 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Celery 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 

apples 


Sept,  8 

Sept.  8 
Sept.  8 
Sep'o,  15 
Sep";,  15 
Sept-  29 
Sept..  29 
Oct.  13 

Sept.  10 

Sept.  15 

Sept.  15 

Sept.  22 


iviar .  1 5 

Oct.  11 
Nov,  8 
Apr.  1 
Apr .  1 
tear.  7 
Feb.  28 
Jan.  10 

Apr.  1 

Apr.  30 

Apr.  30 

Oct.  31 


**  State  Dept.  cooperating, 


TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS 


W.  H.  Mosier  -  jn  leave  in  Columbus. 
R.  M.  Peterson  -  en  route  .to 

'     .  Minneapolis . 

G-  A,  DeHaven  -  in  Chicago  office. 


J,  D.  Eve is  -  in  Philadelphia  office. 
F.  H.  Scruggs  -  in  Washington  office. 
E.  1.  Rutland  -  c/o  Washington  office. 
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lc.    THE  REVISED  HANDBOOK. 

AH  inspectors  have  "been  furnished  with  copies  of  Part  1  of  the 
revised  receiving  point. Handbook  and  will  receive  Part  2  within  the  next 
few  days. 

The  revision  includes  a  number  of  very  important  points,  in  fact 
so  many  that  it  will  necessitate  complete  study  of  the  new  Handbook  by  all 
inspectors  regardless  of  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  in  the  service. 
It  is  urged  therefore  that  the  Handbook  be  studied  paragraph  by  paragraph 
in  order  that  each  inspector  may  not  only  become  familiar  with  the  changes 
but  also  'refresh  his  memory  on  points  which  have  not  been  changed. 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  instruction  covering  rein- 
spections  in  Part  1  and  to  the  portion  of  Part  2  under  the  heading  "DESCRIP- 
TION OF  QUALITY  AND  CONDITION,'1*  1$  will  be  noted  under  this  latter  he'ading 
that  the  use  of  general  terms  which  have  been  very  ranch  abused  by  many 
of  our  inspectors  has  been  greatly  restricted.    This  is  highly  important 
for  we  have  received  complaints  from  a  number  of  different  sources  to  the 
effect  that  the  certificates  contained  so  many  "mostlys"  "somes"  "fews" 
that  they  were  too  indefinite  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  applicants* 

There  was  at  one  time  a  hesitancy  in  using  exact  percentages  because 
of  the  fear  that  the  samples  examined   were  not  representative  of  the  lot 
as  a  whole*    In  order  that  our  certificates  nay  more  nearly  show  the  way 
in  which  inspections  are  made,  the  wording  of  the  introductory  statement 
has  been  changed  to  show  that  the  inspector  is  certifying  that  the  inspected 
"samples,  believed  by  me  to  be  representative  of  the  lot  of  products  des- 
cribed below"  show  that  the  "quality  and  condition  of  said  lot  as  shown 
by  said  samples  were  as  shown  below," 

Under  this  revised  introductory  statement  we  can  go  a  little  further 
in  stating  exact  percentages  than  under  the  old  form  in  v/hich  the  wording 
indicated  that  we  were  giving  figures  for  the  entire  lot,    V/e  know  that  the 
trade  will,  welcome  the  more  exact  figures. 

This  section  also  emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  larger  the  number  of 
samples  the  greater  the  justification  for  giving  exact  figures*    The  fact  is 
also  emphasized  that  any  factor  of  condition,  especially  maturity,  which  is 
undesirable  commercially  must  always  be  given  in  exact  or  approximate  per- 
centage * 

.   .    Our  District  Supervisors  will  check  all  certificates  carefully  in 
the  future  in  order  to  determine  whether  inspectors  are  following  these 
directions-    Any  inquiries  regarding  the  new  policy  should  be  directed 
either  to  the  supervisors  or  to  the  Washington  office* 

2 c ,    ROCKY  FORD  CANTALOUPES  GOOD  QUALITY  THIS  YEAR, 

£,  L,  Sutton  writes  from  Rocky  Ford,  Colo,,  that  the  cantaloupe  crop 
there  is  of  excellent  quality,    He  adviseS.  members  of  the  Division  who  like 
a  deliciously-  flavored  cantaloupe  to  get  some  Rocky  Ford  Salmon  Tints,  Hearts 
of  Gold,  or  Pink  heats*    He  expects  an  active  demand  as  soon  as  consumers 
discover  the  fine  quality  of  Colorado  melons  this  year  although  the  dealers 
may  have  some  difficulty  in  overcoming  the  prejudice  aroused  last  season 
because  of  poor  quality  stock  from  Rocky  Ford,    kr.  Sutton*  s  article  on  the 
Rocky  Ford  deal  will  appear  in  the  September  S  Crops  and  iiarkets* 
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3c.     SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR. 

Federal -State  shipping  point  inspections  for  the  fiscal  yeais  1923-24 
in  various  States  were  as  follows: 


o  rate 

1923 

192m- 

S  tate 

1923 

1^<£4 

Ais-Daroa 

OCT 
251 

New  Jersey 
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Arkansas 

88 

New  York 

905 

t    1 1  *7r 
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50 

Uill  O 
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Pennsylvania 
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18,403 

South  Carolina 

t  nm 
1,091 

1     71  O 
1,  (Id 

i.  lilnOls 

208 

Soutn  Dakota 

308" 

300 

Louisiana 

2bb 

Tennessee 

51 

232 

Maine 

384 

Texas 

6,3^9 

Massachusetts 

67  ' 

7 

Utah 

■  651 

1.6U2 

Mississippi 

36 

Virginia 

.  k 

526 

Missouri 

Washington 

"S.917 

15.360 

Montana 

305 

West  Virginia 

39 

232 

Nebraska 

4,830 

Wisconsin 

1.035 

2,305 

Nevada 

3* 

Totals 

72.U66 

125,542  - 

In  addition  to  the 
in  Arizona,  Indiana,  Kans 

Of  the  total  of  H? 
26l  reinspections  made  at 
original  inspection. 


above 


there  were  1,910  straight  Federal  inspections 
ssouri  during  the  year  1924. 
^^^Tcafs7  inspected  at  shipping  points,  there  were 
receiving  markets,  142  of  which  sustained  the 


IN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS  FOR  ^UGUST  30: 


Page  134  - 

135  - 

136  I 


Special  paragraph  on  potatoes  in  weekly  review. 
Colorado  Lettuce  in  Demand,  -  by  J.  D.  Snow. 
Potatoes  at  Stockton,  Calif.,  -  by  C  J.  Hansen. 
Colorado  Pears  Moving  to  Market.,    -  by  R.  H.  Lamb 
Northwestern  Drought  Broken,  -  by  R.  L.  Binge*. 
Minnesota  Potato  Situation,  -  by  R.  M,  Ferguson. 
Prunes  in  France . 


OFFICE  NOTES 


F.  G.  R0BB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 


E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  probably  will  not  return  to  Washington  until 
September  15,  or  later,  following  his  vacation  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.    Mrs.  Conklin 
has  contracted  typhoid  fever  and  is  ill  in  that  city. 

Robert  Bier  is  on  leave  at  43U  North  Seventh  St.,  Sunbury,  Pa.,  from 
September  2  to  13 . 


From  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa,  CD.  Shirley  has  gone  to  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa, 
reaching  there  today.    He  will  handle  the  inspection  of  onions  in  that  1 
territory. 
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QjTICE  NOTES  (Continued.)  '  • 

W„  P.  P?,ummer  has  been  assigned  to  the  New  Haven  office  permanently, 
and  E.  G-,  Bats  ford,  of  the  New  York  staff,  will  succeed  -r»  Plummeras 
Navy  Inspector  at  Boston. 

A  full-page  article  entitled  "Phenomenal  Growth  of  Inspection  Service 

Shewn"  appeared  on  the  front  pagfes  of  the  August  26  and  27  issue  of  The  B,A,E, 

News  and  harketing  Activities*    The  article  mentions  first  the       per  cent 

increase  in  the  number  of  inspections  during  the  fiscal  year  and  discusses 

73  0  i  n  c 

the  great  advance  in  shipping/wof  k  in  various  States,  notably  Florida  and 
California,  pointing  out  some  future  possibilities  in  this  part  of  the 
service. 

J.  D«  Evers ,  who  has  been  substituting  for  J,       Scott  in  the  Phila- 
delphia office,  will  remain  there  during  E*  B,  Biddle's  absence  on  leave, 
from  September  3  to  19- 

lur*  Sherman  and  *r«  Hobo  met  the  traffic  committee  of  the  Central 
Freight  Association  in Qhieago  an<^  discussed  with  them  the  possibility  of 
more  extensive  use  of  the  inspection  service  on  the  part  of  carriers. 
They  will  attend  the  similar  meeting  of  the  Trunk  Bines  Association  in  New 
York  City  on  September  5  an(i  of  the  New  England  Association  at  Boston  on 
September  9»    While  in  Chicago,  Messrs fShe.rr.su  and  Pobb  both  addressed  the 
training  class  for  inspectors,  and  discussed  various  personnel  matters  with 
^r.  Butner. 

J.  J,  C-ardner  arrived  at  -artinscurg,  «»«  Va,,  on  September  2,  to  take 
charge  of  apple  inspections  in  that  vicinity  during  the  next  few  weeks, - 
J,  A,  l.arks  returned  to  Pit* '/bur      on  that  date  and  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
work  there  in  Mr,  Gardner1 s  absence* 

W,  C„  Lynn's  mail  address  until  September  15  will  be  P.  0.  Box  118, 
Chambers  "burg,  Pa, 

Having  left  the  State  of  Washington,       P.  Pailthorp  will  stop  in 
BoiS3,Ida(>  for  a  few  days,  and  proceed  to  Denver  to  discuss  the  rejection 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  receiving  markets  with  E,  F,  ^cKune  and  members 
of  the  State  Extension  Service, 

A  recent  change  in  home  address  is  that  for  S,  E,  Shreve,  who  lives 
not  at  Apartment  11,  918  M  Street,  "Washington*    his  telephone  number  remains 
the  same  as  previously  given, 

New  headquarters  for  the  shipping-point  inspection  service  on  grapes 
in  Michigan  will  be  Room  3,  Commercial  Block,'  Benton  Harbor,  Midi* 

B-,  G,  Bish,  inspecting  onions  in  Ohio,  will  have  his  headquarters  at 
the  Hotel  St,  Nicholas,  Kenton,  Ohio. 

Wt  C.  Hackleman  stopped  September  2,  for  a  few  days'   stay  in  Buffalo 
on  his  way  back  to  New  York*  . 
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S,  F.  Shreve  spent  September  2  and  3  at  Easton,  hd«,  assisting  James 
P«  Brown,  who  is  handling  apple  inspections  there.    It  is  expected  that 
abcut  100  cars  of  apples  will  be  certified  in  that  territory  during  the 
next  two  or  three  weeks* 

From  Richmond j  A.,  E,  -ercker  has  gone  to  Charlotte,  Va»,  instead  of 
to  Roanoke*    He  will  supervise  the  training  of  men  for  apple  inspections 
there  and  not  at  Roanoke }  as  originally  planned, 

*  A  special  report  on  cantaloupes  for  the  benefit  of  Turicck  growers 
and  dealers  which  has  been  issued  by  C.  J.  Hansen,  at  San  Francisco t  will 
be  discontinued  September  6* 

Wm«  E*  Lewis  is  in  Ne?f  Jersey,  making  an  investigation  to  determine 
the  practicability  of  the  present  United  States  grades  for  cannery  tomatoes « 
This  is  being  carried  on  in  cooperation  with  the  Hew  Jersey  Bureau  of  harkets. 

R»  A*  Smith    advises  that  the  -Memphis  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service  moved  on  September  2  to  77^  Randolph  Building,  telephone  number  hain 
U916* 

It  has  recently  been  learned  that  E,  dt  Seifert*  Jr*,  formerly  with 
the  market  news  service,  caught  a  172-poima  blue^fin  tuna  this  summer* 
Landing  this  fish  took  Iir«  Seifert  five  hours  and  forty-two  minutes *  This 
is  the  largest  tuna  caught  since  } 910  and  the  four bh  largest  on  record* 

H,  E,  Rutland  is  in  Washington  today,  en  route  to'Presque  isle,  he. 
Lr*  Rutland  spent  yesteroav  at  Benton  Harbor  with  R«,  E„  Shoemaker  and  probably 
will  stop  a  day  each  in  rh iladel ph ia ,  New  York  and  Boston,  on  his  way  to 
Presque  Isle,,  Lie, 

After  T,  C*  Curry1  s  ret'irn  to  the  .Atlanta  office  on  August  J0>  R, 
Peterson  left -by  ar.tomobile  for  UinneapcJds,    A  wire  from  L«  a,  WuifekahX 
advises  that  hr*  Peters.- n  passed  throu^A  O-ncinnati  September  M>  His 
itinerary  from  there  is  as  fcIXew&S    Detroit  Sa5v.rday9  Chicago  ^onday,  and 
Minneapolis  Wednesday* 

On  Saturday,  R«  C.  Butner  will  go  to  Ames,  Iowa,  to  discuss  the 
cooperative  agreement  covering  inspection  work  with  the  Ssata  Extension 
Service , 


Rockefeller  says  he  is  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  being  of  service  to 
his  fellow  men.    You've  noticed  -che  stations,  of  course. 
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la.    EaSTSRI;  SEORE  C-RQTERS  DISCOURAGED. 

J .  G.  Scott,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  was  alert  for  news,  while  on 
his  vacation  at  Princess  Anne,  l~A.,  as  shown  in  this  letter  of  September  8: 

"Tnile  on  my  vacation  down  in  Maryland,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  inquire 
into  conditions  in  that  territory  and  thought  perhaps  you  would  he  interested 
in  the  matter; 

"In  the  lower  section  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where  corn  and 
potatoes  are  the  principal  crops,  the  farmers  are  very  discouraged  with  their 
year's  work,     In  the  first  place,  the  early  sprinr  was  very  wet,  and  then  they 
had  practically  no  rain  at  all  until  a  few  weeks  a-o.    As  you  know,  the  potato 
crop  was  heavy  and  wro-ers  who  made  expenses  consider  themselves  lucky.  Several 
told  me  that  they  actually  lost  money,  not  counting  their  own  labor.    The  corn 
crop  is  very  poor  on  account  of  the  dry  weather,  and  many  farmers  will  have  to 
"buy  feed  this  winter,    The  strawberry  crop  was ■ about  two  weeks  late  and,  while 
the  yield  was  ~ood,  the  cost  of  labor  and  marketing  was  higher  than  ever  be- 
fore and  very  little  money  was  made  on  this  crop.    The  sweet  potato  yield  was 
poor,  and  lima  beans  and  sweet  corn  are  so  scarce  that  they  cannot  be  bought 
in  the  country  towns*    The  few  -rowers  who  had  snap  beans,  cucumbers,  early 
lima  beans  and  cantaloupes  made  a  profit  on  these.    Early  tomatoes  were  of  sudi 
poor  quality  that  they  were  hardly  worth  shippihr.    :iany  farmers  in  this  section 
are  in  very  bad  financial  condition  and  I  heard  of  several  who  --ill  actually 
be  forced  to  sell  out  this  fall. 

"Up  in  Delaware  and  that  portion  of  the  Eastern  Shore  just  -est  of  Dela- 
ware, where  crops  are  more  diversified,  conditions  are  much  better .    For  some 
unknown  reason  this  section  received  more  summer  rains  than  the  lower  counties . 
Cucumbers,  summer  apples,  and  cantaloupes  paid  well.    The  peach  crop  is  heavy, 
and  strawberries  paid  better  than  those  in  southern  Maryland,    Their  lima  beans 
brouwht  fancy  prices  and  snap  beans  also  were  raised  at  a  profit. 

" Throughout  the  entire  peninsula  growers  have  about  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  their  only  salvation  is  to  raise  a  wreater  variety  of  crops ^  TUth 
rood  roads  and  a  season  about  a  week  earlier  than  New  Jersey,  they  believe  that 
they  will  be  able  to  wive  Jersey  vegetables  stiff  competition  on  the  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  markets  by  usinw  motor-  trucks.    This  year  has  forced  growers 
on  the  Eastern-  Shore  of  Virginia  to  wive  up  the  idea  that  the  potato  is  the 
only  crop  which  they  can  -row.    There  is  considerable  talk  of  cutting  down  the 
white  and  sweet  potato  acreage  and  trying  cotton.    Beinw  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  water,  they  believe  the  climate  suitable  and  they  think  that  they 
will  be  immune  from  the  boll  weevil.    Just  how  this  will  turn  out,  time  only 
will  tell." 


(Pare  U13) 
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2a.     HIS  AITYTKIITG  GOXS  jgjOjKr? 

If  anything  has  gone  wrong  about  supplies,  expense  or  salary  checks, 
vouchers  or  other  similar  matters,"  don {t  just  storm  and  fume  about  it  and 
"take  it  out"  on  the  first  field  man  you  meet,   but  sit  down  and  write  to 
Mr.  Evans  at  Washington,     Seriously,  -  unless  he  learns  of  matters  that  are 
not  satisfactory,  he  has  no  opportunity  to  apply  a  remedy,     The  Washington 
office  is  very  anxious  to  assist  the-  field  man  and-  desires  an  opportunity  to 
make  improvements  in  methods  of  handling  administrative  matters.  Therefore*, 
pour  out  your  wrath  on  Mr.  Evans  next  time,  and  see  what  happens. 

3a.     rS'7  BULLET I2T  OH  IAKKETIiTG  OF  CABBAGE .  ' 

Dr.  A.  E,  Cance,  Consulting  Specialist,  and  G(  B.  Eiske,  of  the  E.  & 
V,  Division,  are  joint  authors  of  Department  Bulletin  2To,  1242,  which  came 
from  the  press -a  few  days  ago.  ,  This  bulletin  treats  the  subject,  "Marketing  ' 
Cabbage,"  in  a  most  interesting  and  helpful  manner.     The  60-page  book  not 
only  covers  every  important*  phase  of  the  subject  but  is-  illustrated  with  a 
total  of  30  half-tone  cuts,  maps  and  chares.     Statistical  tables  relating  to 
acreage,  production,  shipments,  unloads,  freight  rates,  jobbing  prices,  etc., 
close  the  bulletin,  and  there  is  a  supplementary  list  of  Publications  on 
Cabbage.  _  ! 


(Continued  from  Page  k2k) 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

In  connection  with  the  observance  of  Defense  Day,  V*  G4  Gibscn  has 
advised  that  this  afternoon  will  be  a  half -holiday  in  St,  Louis, 

Probably  within  the  next  week,  our  San  Francisco  office  will  be  moved 
from  the  Appraiser ' s .Building  to  larger  curriers  in  Rooms  1  and -2,  Ferry 
Building.    SPECIAL  CARS  should."  be  taken  to  change  all  address  lists  and 
addressograph  plates  according" y. 

This  Saturday,  Sept  erst  ?r  13,  will  be  the 'last  half  -holiday  for  the 
summer.    The  full  Saturday  schedule  will  be  resumed'- on  September  20e  ■ 
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lb4     ADDITIONS  TO"MI-MQ"   (GRAPES)  PAGE  OF  CODE,  -  EFFECT  I  vE  SEPTEMBER  18. 
On  the  "MI-MO"  (Grapes)  page  of  the  code,  add 

©B         Burger  OX  Mission 

OC         Carignane  OY         Petite  Sirah 

OR  Grenache 

2b.     SEiTD  F.O.B.  PRICES  IN  ENGLISH, 

In  checking  over  reports  issued  in  our  market  and  field  stations,  more 
errors  are  found  in  the  f.o.b.  reports  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  bulletins. 
It  is  hardly  feasible  to  send  the  f.o.b.  vires  entirely  in  English,  but  it  is 
believed  that  the  most  serious  mistakes  will  be  eliminated  if  all  prices  in  the 
f.o.b.  reports  are  sent  in  English.    Upon  receipt  of  this  Division  Letter,  there- 
fore, all  prices  in  the  f.o.b,  vires  will  be  transmitted  in  English.  Code 
phrases  will  be  used  for  the  balance  of  the  report,  as  heretofore, 

3b.     UNAVOIDABLE  DELAY  I  IT  iflSW  YORK  GRAPE  AUCTICrT  REPORT. 

The  following  letter  of  September  10,  from  V.  D,  Callanan,  of  the  Hew  York 

office,  is  self-explanatory: 

"As  you  probably  have  noted  in  the  trade  papers,  California  grapes 
are  being  sold  to  a  very  large  extent  at  Jersey  City  this  season  instead 
of  Pier  20,  Hew  York,     Because  of  this  change,  it  has  been  difficult  to 
obtain  the  auction  reports  from  Mr,  Leitzer  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  on  Mondays  when  the  volume  is  exceptionally  heavy  it  is  usually  not 
possible  to  secure  the  information  before  6:30  p.m.    We  will  endeavor  to 
obtain  this  report  each  evening,  but,  when  the  information  is  not  secured 
before  the  time  of  leaving  the  office,  it  will  be  filed  first  thing  the 
following  morning.     In  every  case,  however,  we  will  furnish  the  New  York 
City  quotations  promptly  upon  receipt  each  afternoon. " 

4b,     ITEI7  YORK  GRAPE.  CARROT  AH)  PEACH  PROSPECT'S. 

In  connection  with  a  recent  letter  from  Rochester,  A.  E.  Prugh  submitted 
a  lengthy  clipping  from  The  Rochester  Herald,  which  covered  the  grape  and  carrot 
situation  in  western  27ew  York,    Prospects  for  grapes  are  favorable,  with  a 
heavier  yield  expected  than  last  year.     The  estimated  crop  of  74,000  tons  repre- 
sents a  20%  increase  over  1923.     The  backward  season  and  possibility  of  frosts 
are  causes  of  anxiety  at  present. 

Carrot  acreage  is  the  largest  ever,  about  1,256  acres  or  double  last  year's 
plantings  and  four  times  those  of  1922.     High  prices  received  last  season  appear 
to  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  increasing  interest  in  this  crop, 

Mr.  Prugh  states  that  Slberta  peaches  will  be  very  late,  with  no  consider- 
able volume  expected  before  September  25,    Bartlett  pears  were  expected  to  start 
moving  between  the  12th  and  15th  of  this  month.     He  reported  a  few  minutes1 
snow  on  the  morning  of  September  6. 


*-t-l6.    Division  Letter,  September  12,  1924, 


5b.     II?  "CHOPS  AFP  :,ARXETS"  FOR  5EPTEi.3ER  6: 

Page  149  -  Special  paragraphs  on  -potatoes  in  weekly  review. 

151  -  Southern  Potatoes  Sold  Lor;.     (review  of  early  potato  season) 
-  Rocky  Ford  Cantaloupes  Good,  -  by  R,  L.  Sutton. 

152  -  California  Grape  Shipments  Increase.     (based  on  review  by 

C.  E.  Schultz) * 
155  ~  The  British  Citrus  Fruit  Market, 

6b.     ADDITIONAL  SlFikARIES  OF  FIELD  DEALS. 

The  following  summaries  of  1923  field  deals  were  recently  distributed: 

THE  IDAHO  LETTUCE  DE«L,  by  A.  E.  Prugh,  -  comprising  19  pages. 
MICHIGAN  PEACH  DEAL,  by  R.  H.  Shoemaker,  -  comprising  17  pages. 
hlCHIGAIT  GRAPE  DEAL,  by  R.  H.  Shoemaker,  -  comprising  -25  pages. 

Special  features  of  the  Idaho  lettuce  summary  are  a  front-page  map  of  the 
State,  showing  principal  producing  sections;  approximate  running  time  to  lead- 
ing markets,  and  a  table  of  weather  conditions  during  last  15  years  with  special 
reference  to  frosts.     The  inspection  service  also  is  treated, 

The  .Michigan  peach  summary  carries  in  full  "the  State  grades  for  this 

fruit. 

7b.     SPECIAL  LAP  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

On  September  4,  H.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  issued  a  special 
mimeographed  map  of  California,  showing  plainly  the  four  producing  districts  as 
used  in  the  Market  iTews  Service  and  as  described  in  Par.  7b  of  the  D.  L.  for 
August  29.     The  detailed  description  of  boundary  lines  is  printed  with  the  map. 
This  sheet  is  very  useful  for  reference  in  connection  with  daily  shipment  re- 
ports, and  copies  doubtless  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Harris, 

A  day  later,  C.  S.  Schultz,  of  the  Fresno  office,  also  mimeographed  and 
distributed  a  similar  map  of  California  to  all  on  his  mailing  list.    A  case  of 
"great  minds  running  in  the  same  channel,"  for  each  of  these  men  was  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  the  other  was  distributing  such  a  map, 

8b.     CHECK  UF  DATES  Oil  FIELD  STATION  LIST. 

All  field  men  are  requested  to  check  the  opening  and  closing  dates  for 
market  reports  as  shown  on  the  list  of  field  stations,  and  advise  the  Washington 
office  of  any  errors.    Being  on  the  ground  and  familiar  with  conditions,  local 
representatives  are  in  position  to  offer  suggestions  in  this  matter.    Help  us  to 
keep  the  list  of  field  market  reports  correct. 


E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FI 

ELD  STATIONS  OF  iviARKEI 

}  NEWS  SERVICE 

STATIONS 

Mail 

First 

Probably 

List 

In  Charge 

Reuorts 

Bulie  tins 

Will 

Close 

FEES NO,  CALIF.** 

915 

C  . 

E  .  Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov . 

29 

Sequoia  Hotel 

GRaND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 

R. 

H.  Lamb 

Potatoes 

Aug. 

u 

Oct . 

31 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Pears* 

Aug. 

7 

Sept 

.  6* 

Peaches 

Aug . 

25 

Sept 

,  20 

Apples 

Sept . 

Oct . 

"51 

ROCKY  JOED,  COLO. 

821 

R. 

L.  Sutton 

Cantaloupes 

Aug. 

20 

Sept 

IS 

Maxwell  Block 

BENT OH  HARBOR,  MICH,** 

538 

R. 

H.  Shoemaker 

Apples 

Aug. 

30 

Oct . 

IS 

iioora  1, Commercial  Block 

Pears 

Sept . 

Oct  • 

18 

Grape  s 

Sept. 

15 

Oct 

1  8 

Peaches 

Sept . 

1 R 

. x  J 

P!  o->->  +■ 

^  f~.  b 

■  30 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

13 

Or  t 

1  8 
xc 

Onions 

Sept . 

22 

Oct  . 

18 

PRESqUE  ISLE,  ja£, 

5*42 

H. 

E .  Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

12 

Apr, 

1 

SPOKANE,  WASil. 

G. 

E.  Prince 

Apples 

  .   

Sept . 

10  " 

Mar . 

IS 

kzk  Federal  Bldg. 

The  following  stations  Probablv 

will  open  on  dates  indicated! 

ROCHESTER,  K-  Y. 

S3  7 

A. 

& .  Prugh 

Peaches 

Sept . 

15 

Oct . 

11 

Triangle  Bldg. 

Pears 

Sept . 

15 

Nov . 

S 

Apples 

Sept . 

22 

Apr. 

1 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr . 

1 

Cabbage 

Sept . 

29 

ySa.T  • 

7 

Onions 

Sept. 

29 
*—  > 

Feb . 

28 

Celery 

Sept. 

1R 

Jan . 

10 

—  — 

WAUPACA,  WIS,** 

85U 

W. 

H.  Mosiep 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

1$ 

10 

IDAHO  FaLLS,  IDAHO 

G . 

D.  Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr. 

30 

MARTIN3BURG,  W.  VA. 

S3  5 

F . 

H.  Scruggs 

Apples 

Sept . 

22 

Oct . 

1 

31 

The  following  station  closes  on 

date  indicated 

Clo 

sed 

CALDWELL,  IDaHO 

?28 

G . 

D.  Clark 

Potatoes 

July  22 

Sept 

Commercial  Club  Rooms 

L  

**  State  Dept.  cooperating.        *Reports  discontinued. 


TEi.iPQRARY  ASSIGNMENTS 
J.  D-  Evers  -  in  Philadelphia  office; 

after  Sept.  15  in  Boston. 

F.  H.  Scruggs  -  in  Washington  office. 

G.  A.  De Haven  -  in  Chicago  office. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc,    i"SFi:;ric::  cf  oaicas  ?i~  revised  grades. 

A  number  of  questions  recently  have  arisen  regarding  the  inspection  of 
onions  on  the  basis  of  the  revised  grades.    These  grades  provide  that  "unless 
otherwise  specified  the  minimum  size  shall  be  1-J  inches  in  diameter."    k  large 
percentage  of  eastern  onions  are  now  actually  being  packed  on  the  basis  of  l£- 
inch  minimum  size.     Therefore,  in  cases  where  it  appears  that  stock  does  not 
meet  the  If  inch  minimum,  inspection  should  be  made  to  determine  whether  lot 
meets  the  requirements  ox  U.  S.  Ho.  1,  1^  inch  minimum.    If  it  meets  the 
latter  requirements t  the  grade  statement  should  read  liU.  S.  Grade  No,  1,  l£ 
inch  minimum."    If  the  statement  "Grades  U,  S.  No,  1"  is  used  without  any 
qualification  as  to  size,  it  will  be  understood  that  the  onions  meet  the  1-| 
inch  minimum  requirements. 

This  method  probably  will  have  to  be  continued  at  least  until  shippers 
throughout  the  country  become  familiar  with  provisions  of  the  new  grades. 

2c.    c: i :?_-.:: c  oatt  f.icu?5  i;tsfecti::'s. 

In  a  letter  of  September  5,  Neal  D.  Sanborn,  who  is  supervising  the 
inspection  of  cantaloupes  in  the  Rocky  Ford  section  of  Colorado,  gives  the 
following  information  of  general  interest: 

"Regarding  the  proceedure  in  the  cantaloupe  inspection  work,  I 
have  been  late  in  explaining:  In  a  meeting  of  growers  and  distributors 
held  August  19,  the  U.  S.  grades  were  adopted  as  the  basis  for  inspection. 
Ten  per  cent  was  placed  as  the  minimum  sugar  test  for  mature  melons. 
The  placing  of  the  minimum  and  average  sugar  tests  on  the  certificate 
was  made  optional  with  the  applicant.    The  inspectors  are  required  to 
take  frequent  tests,  however,  as  a  means  of  checking  up  their  judgment 
of  maturity.    The  quality  cf  the  melons  here  this  year  is  exceptional, 
and  stock  testing  below  the  ten  per  cent  minimum  is  of  rather  poor 
quality,  lacking  in  appearance  and  flavor  compared  with  the  average 
melons. 

"The  peak:  of  the  season  has  been  reached  but  rather  heavy  ship- 
ments will  continue  for  at  least  two  weeks.    About  9 CO  cars  have  been 
inspect sd  and  I  believe  the  total  will  be  between  2,000  and  2,500  cars. 
The  Honey  Dew  melons  will  likely  last  until  about  October  1,  unless 
damaged  by  severe  early  frosts. 

:'Te  are  not  using  the  U.  S.  watermelon  grades  on  the  few  cars 
being  shipped.     The  melons  are  of  very  good  quality  but  in  only  a  few 
cases  would  coaply  with  the  size  requirements  of  the  grades. 

"All  oars  inspected  are  marked  ?/ith  the  abbreviation  'Colo.'  and 
the  aate  of  inspection." 

NOTE  THE  REVISED  LIST  OE  SHIPPING-POBEE  INSPECTORS  WITH  THIS  D.L. 

Discard  previous  lists. 
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3c  -    -.ORL  A3  OUT  IDAHO  POTATOES  AMD  PRUi^BS. 

Publication  of  the  following  extract  was  -unavoidably  delayed.    It  is 
from  a  letter  written  August  30  by  L.  G.  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector  in 
Idaho : 

"You  have  probably  noticed  from  the  mar  Ice t  reports  that  the  potato 
movement  in  Idaho  has  continued  to  drag  along  and  even  yet  there  is  no 
prospect. for  any  great  increase  in  shipments  during  the  next  ten  days  or 
pro  -eeks ■    I  have  just  returned  from  a  trip  over  the  entire  section  from 
here  to  77eiser,  including  both  Canyon  and  Malheur  counties,  and  spent  most 
of  my  time  assisting  the  boys  with  the  first  prune  shipments. 

"The  total  movement  of  prunes  will  be  far  below  the  original  estimates 
and  no-  the  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  there  will  be  not-more  than  bOO  or 
700  cars  from  the  entire  section,  compared  with  2,500  last  year.    The  quality 
"in  most  districts  is  not  up  to  standard,  and  many  cars  will  be  shipped  which 
do  not  make  Ko.  1  grade.    The  chief  trouble  is  with  sunburned  and  shrivelled 
prunes,  and  in  some  cases  bad  gumming  from  heat  and  drouth  spots-    In  some 
orchards  the  prunes  have  shrivelled  at  the  stem  end  before  they  were  picked, 
this  being  something  very  unusual*    This  condition  has  been  attributed  to 
"several  causes,  but  it  is  the  general  belief  that  the  heavy  crop  last  year, 
the  spring  frosts,  and  extremely  hot  and  dry  weather  have  all  been  more  or 
less  responsible  for  the  damage.    This  next  week  will  see  the  prune  movement 
at  full  speed,  as  they  have  been  ripening  very  fast  the  last  few  days." 

Uc.    CANTALOUPES  AID  OTEZR  PRODUCTS  Iff  COLORADO. 

■  S.  F»  McXune,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  for  Colorado,  wrote  from 
Denver  on  September  2  as  follows: 

"Recently  ;ir.  Sanborn  held  a  meeting  with  the  growers  and  shippers 
of  the  Rocky  Pord  district  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  minimum 
requirements' for  cantaloupes  permitted  shipment.    It  was  decided  that  all 
cantaloupes  should  be  inspected  and  graded  in  accordance  with  the  U.  S« 
grades,'  and  that  no  cantaloupes  should  be  moved  from  the  valley  unless  they 
show  a  sugar  content  of  ten  (?.C-). 

!U  am  planning  to  visit  the  Pocky  Ford  district,  to  investigate  the 
shipments  of  onions  and  apples  from  that  section.    Our  heavy  season  is  on 
at  the  present  time,  and  -e  are  inspecting  approximately  100  cars  daily, 
mostly  peaches,  cantaloupes,  potatoes,  cabbage  and  head  lettuce. 

"The  head  lettuce  deal  is  not  going  to  materialize  to  the  degree 
that  the  trade  anticipated.    This  decrease  has  been  caused  by  an  extended 
dry  period  over  the  entire  State." 

5c  .  CIRCULAR  ON  GRaPS  GRAPHS  . 

The  California  State  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued  a  new 
memorandum  of  instructions^  Series  A,  Bo.  6,  regarding  the  use  of  table 
and  juice  grape  grades,  dated  August  29,  l$2k.    This  memorandum  supersedes 
that  issued  on  July  10.    ^e  have  only  a  lLmited  supply  at  the  present  time 
and  are  therefore  sending  only  one  copy  to  each  office.    We  have  requested 
additional  copies  of  this  sheet,  however,  and  -hen  these  are  received  a  copy  ■ 
will  be  sent  to  each  Inspector, 

F,  &•  EOBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection* 
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INSPECTION  REPQI-lT  FOR  1  .OITTH  OF  AUGUST  1924 


J.  (J  Ud_ 

To  tal 

10  <j&.± 

jj  ecj.  j  ii- 

FEES  ASSESSED 

Pruio  s 

Vege- 

b&uie 

t  ions 

ed  for 

C/L 

L-C  «L 

Certi- 

is liiJaJBJL  1 0 

O/Jj  & 

tables 

.  ..on  tji 

for 

xacic  01 

Fees 

Fees 

ficate 

t    n  t 
Jj  » U  ,  Jj  * 

c/l  & 

Grand 

1923 

Carriers 

time 

Copy 

i  „ 

L-C«L.  Total 

Fees 

Atlanta 

9 

25 

3U 

66 

13 

2 

$136 

$  - 

$  8 

Pal time re 

10 

7 

17 

24 

1 

0 

64 

2.50 

Eos ton 

42 

50 

92 

93 

23 

0 

36U 

— 

Buffalo 

27 

23 

^0 

3** 

10 

1 

lG% 

20.00 

12 

Chicago 

77 

93 

370 

120 

3 

5 

696 

i5«oo 

33 

Cincinnati 

u 

7 

11 

28 

1 

0 

44 

— 

3 

Cleveland 

W 

99 

l46 

103 

63 

1 

52s 

35.00 

6U 

Columbus 

10 

1 

11 

51 

ko 

44 

— 

m 

Denver 

3 

3 

6 

7 

0 

0 

24 

Detroit 

50 

38 

88 

55 

9 

0 

19 

Harrisburg 

0 

l 

1 

.  0 

0 

2 

1 

Indianapolis 

13 

3 

16 

22 

0 

0 

60 

2.50 

2 

Kansas  City 

20 

'"2 

32 

3U 

2 

0 

124 

2,50 

u 

i.lemphi  s 

9 

17 

26 

29 

22 

0 

100 

'9 

Ililuaukee 

12 

19 

31 

25 

4 

0 

124 

2 

Hinneapolis 

17 

b 

23 

22 

0 

0 

88 

2.50 

1 

Heft  Haven 

6 

19 

25 

16 

0 

0 

96 

2,50 

9 

Neu  Orleans 

26 

12U 

I5O 

57  6 

108 

114 

0 

520  50.00 
1384  210.00 

5 

180 

trer;  York 

231 

3H5 

202 

94 

7 

Norfolk 

3 

325 

328 

18 

2 

0 

1300 

7.50 

2 

o 

5 

n 

Ho 

2.50 

Philadelphia 

29 

15 

44 

32 

15 

1 

172 

2.50 

5 

Pittsburgh 

63 

46 

109 

*3 

4o 

2 

408  22*50 

24 

Portland 

52 

5 

57 

5 

0 

0 

21b 

7-50 

1 

St.  Louds 

116 

73 

19H 

96 

130 

3 

724  I5.OO 

3U 

Washington 

6 

12 

IS 

18 

2 

0 

60 

7.50 

8 

Wilkes-Barre 

iu 

s 

22 

17 

8 

3 

64 

6 

TOTAL 

902 

tfs6 

2288 

13S8 

565 

27 

$7900^407-50 

$453 

RECAPITULATION 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.CL.  Fruit  Inspections  1  . .  .962 1  Inspections  for  Carriers,  ...  065 
TOTAL  C/L  and  L.CL.  Vegetable"  Inspect  ionsIJSbj  Declined  for  lack  of  time.,..  27 
GRAND  TOTAL  C/L  and  LX,L.  Inspections.,  £^68|T0TAL  Fees  Assessed,..*  $8789.50* 


*Total  Fees  Assessed  includes  $29*00  for  inspection  of  mixed  cars. 
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iks"  ~c fob  eavt  ahj  ipr-pp  corps  lupipg-  august,  192*1 


IT-i;avy 
M*-$!arine 
Corps 

::  FIGURES  V 

....    ..  CGLTBaUS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 

pToits  and 

Vegetables 
PASSED 

- 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
REJECTED 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made, 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications • 

Items 

tilled 

short- 

weisht 

STM  "C .  '  S 

ill  Jj]  £«.» 

ij  Li 

1 . 

N  M 

13^23 

6059 

520 

CQ 

15H91I3 

01*19 

• 

0 

0 

0 

YORK 

325320 

16511 

392 

3^4S3i 

5^3 

0 

U 

NORFOLK 

7U1601 

5151^ 

U96 

793115 

19^0 

0 

n 
u 

PHILADELPHIA 

309H20 

613U 

31555^ 

2lk2 

110 

.0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

322331 

751  gl. 

W.U20S 

15  71'- 

33^599 

233 

11U 

0 

SA1-J  FRAITCISCO 

62627 

2560 

-- 

651S7 

0 

0 

29S539 

U2903 

3S39 

§025 

302U28 

iccU 

633 

0 

0 

Toms 

2257371 

262010 

95226 

12027 

2352657 

27U037 

6110 

9U3 

0 

0 

II'SPECTIC'TS  KADE  POR  GH.T?~~""C-  PC  .-ED 


FEW  YORK 

25911 

NORFOLK 

2'L! 

TOTALS 

92766 

2^1 

0 


1 29911 


0 

510 


2 


In  addition  to  the  at?ove9  the  Nor  foils  office  inspected  other  products 
including  fresh,  cured  and  smoked  meats t  xowis  sea  foods,  dairy  products,  "bakery 
products  and  ice  creamy  in  the  following  amoucts: 

L-.'TP.  Marines 

Passed                      M;>.f>3  MOO 

Re  j  e  c  ted   P ;  q_   j  

TOTAL                    U6--.2  Uco 

The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  39>^25  "^s*  °^  "fcrsa(l  an(i         Its.  of' 
rolls  for  the  Navy  in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  fruits  and  vegetables, 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr,  Sherman  and  Mr.  Robb  returned  yesterday  from  the  Boston  meeting 
with  railroad  officials.    While  in  Eos ton,  Mr*  Robb  made  new  arrangements  for  i 
handling  the  Navy  inspection  work  formerly  handled  "by  W.F.  Plummer  in  that 
city.     It  had  been  intended  to  send  E.  G.  Batsford  from  New  York  to  Boston, 
but  the  inspection  of  all  supplies  for  the  Navy  at  that  base  will  be  looked 
after  by  the  B.A.I,  inspector,  with  such  assistance  from  our  3oston  office  as 
may  be  necessary  in  emergencies, 

W,  F.  Plummer  is  expected  to  take  over  the  New  Haven  office  on  the  15th, 
and  F,  E,  Kas twill  soon  thereafter  return  to  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City 

The  news  is  out:-  During  the  recent  peach  season,  Walter  H,  Steinbauer, 
of  the  Boston  office,  devoted  himself  especially  to  Georgia  belles.    He  is 
being  congratulated  on  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lary  Belle  Houser,  of  Fort  Valley, 
Ga,    Miss  Houser  had  been  employed  in  our  Fort  Valley  office,  and  is  well  known 
to  F,  &  V,  Division  men  who  have  worked  in  Georgia,    The  wedding  took  place 
in  Macon  onAugust  15, 

F,  B,  Hooper,  who  has  been  assisting  in  the  Boston  office  of  the  In- 
spection Service,"  :is-'now  on  leave  a't  'Revere;'  las's'.y-  until- Sept  ember  19.  

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Samson  held  a  conference  with  apple  growers  at  Lees- 
burg,  Va, ,  to  discuss  the  interpretation  of  the  U.S.  grades  for  apples. 

En  route  from  the  Pittsburgh  office  to  Fort  Worth,.  k.C,  Gregory  will 
take  his  annual  leave  at  Kahoka,  i\Io,,  September  13  to.  29,     It  is  expected  that 
inspection  work  will  be  resumed  at  Fort  Worth  early  in  October/ 

■> 

J,  H4  Hoover  advises  that  his  present  address  on  shipping-point  inspec- 
tion work  is  Watertown,  S.  Dak,    He  states  that  potato  crop  prospects  are  good 
in  that  region;     though  the  acreage  has  been  reduced  about  25$,  yields  are 
expected  to  be  better  than  last  season, 

•  Both  A.  E.  Lercker  and  F.E.  Parsons  can  be  addressed  for  the  present  at 
Room  605,  National  Bank  Building,  Charlottesville,  Va,    Mr.  Ivlercker's  address 
was  given  incorrectly  in  last  week's  D.L.  as  ''Charlotte."  '  A  class  of  12  men 
has  reported  for  training  in  apple  inspection  work,  and  interest  in  inspection 
is  greater  than  ever  before  in  that  district, 

W,C,  Lynn  now  advises  that  mail' can  be  sent  to  him  in  care  of  the  Farm 
Bureau,  County  Court  Hov.se,  Chamber sburg,  Pa,,  While  he  is  looking  after  ship- 
ping-point inspections  in  that  region. 

R,  C,  Lindstrom  returned  to  Chicago  on  September  8,  after  his  vacation 
in  Minnesota,  and  has  now  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  will  be  in  per- 
manent charge'  of  the  Inspection  office,  vice  Mr,  '.Tarren, 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

G-,  R.  Warren  will  proceed  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  City  and  . 
assist  with  inspections  there  for  a  few  weeks,  "before  he  goes  to  Florida  to 
help  in  the  shipping-point  work  in  that  State, 

H.  T,  Longino  remained  in  New  Orleans  until  today,  assisting  with 
local  inspections.    After  taking  the  remainder  of  his  annual  leave,  he  will 
reopen  the  Houston,  Texas,  office  about  September  22,    Please  note  that  the 
Houston  office  is  no  longer  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Building,  but  will  be  in 
Room  J>lkt  First. National  -Bank  Building.    Change  your  address  list, 

R.  M«  Peterson  advised  that  he  reached  Minneapolis' safely  and  is  again 
on  the  job  in  that  city.    He  will  handle  the  inspection  work. 

Mail  for  Inspector  G-.  H,  Beeson  should  be  sent  to  P%  0.  Box  253, 
Norfolk,  Va..,  instead  of  our  Norfolk  office,    -This  will  save  the  day!s  time 
required  to-  forward  mail  from  the  Board  of  Trade  Building, 

From  September  6  to  IS,  Edgar  Krumm,  of  the  New  York  inspection  staff, 
is  on  leave  at  Sharon  Kill,  Pa. 

F.S.  Kihsey  has  reached  Wenatchee,  Wash,,  and  will  again  have  his 
headquarters  with  the. State  office  in  the  Court  House,  Wenatchee.  ' 

C.  H.  Behnke  proceeded. 'from  New  York  City  to  Rochester  yesterday. 
While  supervising  shipping-point  inspections  in  western  New  York,  Mr.  Behnke 
will  have  his  headquarters  with  State  Inspector  H.  S«  Duncan,  Room  505, 
Duffy-Powers  Building, .Rochester, 

Returning  to  Dover,  Delaware,  about  September  15*  F.  S.  Zimmerman 
will  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspection  work. on  grapes'and  late  apples. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Rochester  office  of  the  Market  News  Ser- 
vice is  not  in  Room  39  Federal  Building  this  season,  as  those  quarters  have 
been  occupied  h£  the  District  Attorney,    A,  E.  Prugh  has  secured  offices  in 
the  Triangle  Building,  and  has  obtained  permission  to  erect  an  aerial  from 
the  flagpole'  of  the  Triangle  Building  to  the  flagpole  of  the  Cutler  Building, 
for  use  in  the  reception  of  radio  telegraphic  reports  from  Washington.  During 
the  last  few  days,  Mr.  Prugh  has  been  a  trip  to  nearby  porducing  sections,  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  f  .o.b.  reports  on  fruits  and  vegetables, 

J,  E.  Dickerson,  supervising  onion  inspections.,  around  Warsaw,  Indiana, 
has  licensed  eight  local  inspectors  to  handle  this  work.    He  believes  that 
11700  to "1,900  cars  will  be  inspected  this  season. 

After  page  ^17  of  this  D.  L.  was  stenciled  and  ready  for  the  mimeograph, 
a  telegram  was  received  from  G.  D.  Clark,  to  the  effect  that  he  would  continue 
market  report's  at  Caldwell,  Idaho,  until  September  \%  instead  of  closing 
that  office  on  the  12th  as  originally  planned. .  He  will, hot  move  to  Idaho 
Falls  until  about  September  22, 
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J.  B.  Wright,  who  substituted  for  S.  H.  Fountain,  Wavy  Inspector 
at  Vallejo,  Calif,,  left  there  on  August  28  and  returned  to  his  San  Pedro 
office,  but  has  since  gone  to  San  Diego,  where  he  is  handling  the  TTavy  work 
in  the  absence  of  Walter  Kingsbury  on  vacation  until  September  19. 

A  new  cooperative  inspector  in  California  is  Samuel  Preston*  His 
appointment  was  effective  on  September.  1.    Mr.  Preston  can  be  reached  through 
W.  F.  Allewelt's  office,  at  Sacramento. 

i-iss  l^arguerite  J.  Stapleton  has  been  appointed  as  clerks  typist  in 
the  Cleveland  office,  succeeding  Hrs.  Elizabeth    uite,  who  resigned  some 
weeks  ago* 

Beginning  September  18,  P,  D.  Rupert  will  go  on  annual  leave  from 
Hancock,  Md«    About  October  1,  Mr«  Rupert  will  report 'to  the  Washington 
office,  where  he. will  handle  the  local  inspections  and  assist  with  other 
duties  in  Inspection  headquarters.    J,  J.  Gardner, how  located  at  Hotel 
Berkeley,  Kartinsburg,  W,  Va.f  will  supervise  the  apple  inspections  in 
western  Maryland  along  with  the  work  in  eastern  West  Virginia  and  western 
Virginia,  .  Until .Mr,  Rupert's  arrival,  S,  F.  Shreve  is  handling  Washington 
inspections  together  with  his  work  in  Baltimore, 

J.  Wm,  Park  plans  to  leave  on  the  l6th  for  California,  where  he  will 
make  investigations  looking  to. the  establishment  of  grades  for  walnuts, 
Mr#  Park  will  first  confer  with  Mr.  Allew^lt,  at  Sacramento,  and  then 
probably  make  Los  Angeles  his  headquarters  for  the  next  six  weeks*  Much 
of  his  work  will  be  done  in  connection  with  the  California  Walnut  Growers* 
Assn. 

A  wire  from  Wm,  E.  Lewis  states  that  he  left  Ithaca,  on  Septem- 

ber 8,  and  would  be  in  Rochester  until  further  notice.    He  is  traveling  in 
the  interest  of  the  grades  for  cannery  tomatoes, 

R,  R,  Pail  thorp  was  expected  to  reach  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  by  the  10th, 
where  he  will  take  a  few  days'  leave,  before  proceeding  to  Washington. 

On  Wednesday,  L.  G,  Schultz  left  Boise*  Idaho,  for  Lewi st on,  via 
Walla  Walla,  Wash,,  to  confer  with  local  inspectors  regarding  shipping-point 
work  in  that  territory.    He  expects  to  go  to  Missoula,  Mont,,  in  the  near 
future,  to  confer  with  W,  L,  Shovell,  of  the  Division  of  Horticulture,  about 
Montana  inspections, 

W,  H.  hosier  has  proceeded  to  Wisconsin,  and  is  on  a  few  days'  field 
trip  to  principal  potato  shipping-points  before  opening  the  Waupaca  office 
on  September  18. 

Having  substituted  in  the  Philadelphia  office  during  the  past  month, 
Jos.  D,  Evers  will  go  to  Boston  on  lionday  and  relieve  H.  S,  Stiles  for  about 
ten  days,  while  the  latter  is  on  leave.    Mr.  Evers  will  then  start  a  year's 
furlough,  to  complete  his  course  in  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business 
Administration.         (See  Page  klh) 


FEDERAL  AMD  COOPERATIVE  MEN  ENGAC-SD  IiJ  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  TTORK 


FLORIDA:  


VIRGINIA:  

TgEST  VIRGINIA 
W.  MARYLAND 


S.  I/IARYLAM);  . 

DELAWARE:  

NB17  JERSEY: 
PENNSYLVANIA: 

Ml  YORK:  

OHIO:  

INDIANA:  

MICHIGAN:  

WISCONSIN; , . . 

IOwA:  

SOUTH  DAKOTA: 

NEBRASKA:  

COLORADO ;  


N.  C.  Farnworth,  General  Delivery,  Orlando,  Fla. 
0.  G.  Strauss,  General  Delivery,  Orlando,  Fla, 


9/12/2U. 


& 


F.  E.  Parsons,  605  NatU  Bank  Bldg.,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
A.  E.  Liercker,  S05  Nat1!  Bank  Bldg.,  Charlottesville,  Va. 


UTAH:  

CALIFORNIA: . . 


WASHINGTON  & 
OREGON: . . , 


.  .  J.  J.  Gardner,  Berkeley  Hotel,  Martinsburg,  Va. 

J.  P.  Brown,  Saston,  lid. 

F.  S.  Zimmerman,  c/o  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  Dover,  Del. 
..  W,  V,  Stephens,  Coles  Hotel,  Moorestown,  N.  J, 

.  .  W.  C.  Lynn,  Farm  Bureau,  Court  House,  Chamber sburg,  Pa. 

. .  C.  H.  Behnke,  5O9  Duffy-Powers  Bldg.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

.  .  R»  C.  Bish,  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  Kenton,  Ohio. 

. .  J.  E«  Dickerson,  General  Delivery,  Warsaw,  Ind, 

.  .  0.  N.  Harsha,  Room  3,  Commercial  Block,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich, 

. .  B.  3.  Jones,  State  Dept.  of  Markets,  Madison,  Wis* 

. .  C,  D.  Shirley,  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa. 

. ,  J.  H.  Hoover,  Water  town,  S.  Dale. 

. .  V.  V.  Westgate,  U35  Keeline  Bldg.,  Omaha,  Neor. 

.  .  E.  F.  IxKune,  329  Capitol  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 
P.  A.  Cauble,  329  Capitol  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 

G.  W.  Dyer,  Delta,  Colo. 

N.  D.  Sr.riborn,  uaxwell  Block,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

. .  F.  J,  Baehler,  30U  Capitol  Bldg.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

. .  17.  F,  Allewelt,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif, 
C  H«  Beasley,  Watsonville,  Calif. 
F.  C.  Cadwallader,   ,  Calif. 

H.  F.  Larson,  2S5  '.Tholesale  Terminal  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles. 
C.  E.  Linwood,  2117  Inyo  St,,  Fresno,  Calif. 

K.  R.  Nutting,  Sevastopol,  Calif. 

H.  17.  Peterson/  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 
E.  J.  Powell,  2117  Inyo  St.,  Fresno,  Calif. 
Sazntl  Preston,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 
S.  S.  Rogers,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 


 F.  E.  Bailey,  U23  Federal  Bldg.,  Spokane,  TTash. 

17.  L.  Close,  Court  House,  Yakima,  "ash, 
F.  S.  Kinsey,  Court  House,  Tenatchee,  T7ash«  : 

IDAHO:  L.  G.  Schultz,  State  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Boise,  Idaho. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0?  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington.  D  .  G . 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER.  "VOL.  5T  HO. 
September  I9/152U 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.      REPORT  Oil  AUTOMOBILE  HIL1BERS . 

Every  field  representative  of  this  Division  operating  a  Government- 
owned  automobile  is  requested  to  advise  the  Washington  Office  at  once  the 
number  of  the  license  furnished  him  "by  this  Department ^  and  the  number  of  the 
motor. 

2a.      PUBLICITY  EQR  'TORX  I1T  OREGON. 

"Government  Helps  Start  Business-  like  Marketing  of  Agricultural 
Products"  is  the  heading  of  a  four-colunm  article  in  the  Sunday  Oregonian, 
Portland,  September  7.      This  story  by  Randall  R.  Howard  is  based  on  informa- 
tion  furnished  by  Mr.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office.      The  very  interesting 
article  is  illustrated  with  a  picture  shoeing  the  grading  of  potatoes  and  a 
photograph  of  Mr.  Ringer,  inspecting  a  carload  of  peaches.    It  describes 
clearly  the  effective  work  being  done  by  this  Bureau  in  the  Sta.te  of  Oregon, 
and  quotes  freely  from  the  Secretary's  annual  report  as  printed  in  the  1923 
Yearbook  of  the  Department. 

3a.      T7ISC0NSIN  CABBAGE  SITUATION. 

17.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  furnished  the  following'  information 
on  September  15: 

"TJhile  the  acreage  planted  to  Danish  cabbage  in  Visconsin  is  approxi- 
mately the  some  as  last  year,  there  is  qui- e  a  decrease  in  the  kraut  cabbage 
acreage,  particularly  in  the  northern  section.      This  decrease  is  undoubtedly 
attributable  mainly  to  the  prevailing  low  prices  during  the  wind-up  of  the 
kraut  cutting  season  last  fall.      Prices  started  out  high,  but  broke  rapidly 
from  about  $15  per  ton  to  about  $7  per  ton,  and  sales  as  low  as  :.-5  ^ere  report- 
ed for  good  kraut  stock.      The  average  price  paid  for  Danish  stock  was  much 
'higher  than  for  Domestic,  and  growers,  following  an  almost  unvarying  rule, 
decreased  their  acreage  of  the  low-priced  variety  and  increased  their  acreage 
of  the  better-paying  variety. 

"It  is  estimated  that  about  20$  of  the  V.'  is  cons  in  cabbage  acreage  is 
planted  for  kraut  purposes.    There  are  some  30  kraut  factories  in  the  State  sad 
the  amount  of  cabbage  used  by  these  factories  from  year  to  year  varies  from 
1,000  to  1,500  tons,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  crop  and  the  prevailing - 
prices.      The  largest  factories  cut  from  2,500  to  3,000  tons  each  season. 
There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  kraut  cabbage  shipped  to  large  niddlewestern 
markets,  Chicago  alone  using  75  to  100  cars  each  season  for  kraut  making. 

"Wisconsin^  total  cabbage  shipments  last  year .were  5 i^52  cars.  The 
average  price  for  Danish  stock  at  shipping  points  during  the  harvesting  season 
was  around- 020  per  ton,  carloads  f.o.*b.  usual  terms,  although  this  type  sold 
up  to  O35  for  a  short  time  during  the  winter.    Dealers  reported  a  fairly 
heavy  shrinkage  of  stored  stock,  running  from  20%  to  30$,  laich  of  this^  M 

year's  kraut  cabbage  has  been  contracted  at  preve.il ing  price  around  $7  per  ton. 

(Page  U25) 
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4a.     INTERESTING  DATA  Oil  GEORGIA  PEACE3S 


V.  D.  Callanan,  of  the  New  York  office,  has  prepared  a  special  article 
on  the  distribution  of  Georgia  peaches,  for  publication  in  The  Georgia  Peach, 
a  monthly  magazine  issued  by  the  Georgia  Peach  Growers '  Exchange,  at  Llacon. 
The  opening  paragraph  reads  as  follows; 

"The  marketing  of  the  1Q2^  peach  crop  was  one  of  the  most  difficult 
problems  ever  faced  by  fruit-growers  and  shippers  in  any  producing  section. 
Over  13,000  cars  were  shipped  to  markets  east  of  the  Mississippi  Hiver  within 
a  period  of  approximately  ten  weeks,  in  competition  with  shipments  from  a 
cantaloupe  crop  in  California  of  over  17,000  cars  and  watermelon  crops  in 
Florida  and  Georgia  of  more  than  6,300  cars  and  lU,  500  cars,  respectively.  To 
further  complicate  the  situation,  approximately  ftfo  of  the  peach  movement 
occurred  in  July,  shipments  for  that  month  being  10,229  cars,  as  compared  with 
July  totals  of  5,S95  cars  in  1923,  3,oSl  cars  in  1922,  and  5, cars  in  1921. 
Carlot  shipments  in  June,  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  lightest  in  four  years, 
being  only  1,70^,  as  against  2,238'  in  1923,  3,002  in  1922,  and  3, $59  cars  in 
1921.M 

The  general  system  of  distribution,  in  which  our  Macon  field  station 
had  a  guiding  hand  this  season,  is  then  briefly  described.    The  following 
tabulation  is  of  special  interest  and  value,  and  in  studying  these  figures  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  1921  shipments  of  Georgia  peaches  were  10,636 
cars,  the  I922  movement  7, 360  cars,  the  1923  shipments  3,701  cars.    Up  to 
August  16  this  year  the  Georgia  output  -as  13,375  cars: 


City-  

Hew  York 

Philadelphia 

Chicago 

Boston 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Pittsburgh 

Detroit 

Baltimore 

St.  Louis 

hashing ton 

Kansas  City 

Minneapolis 

St.  Paul 


UNLOADS  OP  GEORGIA  PEACHES,  1921-2H 
192i#      1Q2^      1Q22  1921 


TOTAL: 

*-  Baltimore 


3,056 
792 

666 

o2b 
^92 
klk 

466 
UU9 
271 
262 
109 

75 
20 

 !X_ 


2,374 
579 

40S 
465 

303 

302 
340 
27s 

175 

100 

54 

5 

2 


7,513 

no  t  inc 


2,409 

509 

395 
327 
246 
305 
3  US 
266 

120 

46 

35 
12 

 1_ 


3,233 

510 

653 

355 
290 

437 
1,71 
246 

7o 
44 

7 

1 


PEPCEHTAC-E  OP  GA.  CROP  UNLOADED 


1Q2*4#  1Q2^ 


1922 


1921 


5.3S5* 
luded,  -f 


2^.1 
5.9 

M 

4,7 
3-7 
3-5 

3-5 

3-H 
2.0 

1-9 

(~! 

4  o 

.56 

•15 

.10 


27.2 

6.5 

4.7 

35 
3-5 
3-9 
3-2 

2.0 
1.2 

.62 

.06 

.02 


32.7 
6.9 

kM 

3-3 
$.-2 
4.7 
3-6 

1:6 

.6 

,45 

.16 

.09 


30.2 
7-6 
6.2 

3.6 

2.7 
M 

2.3 

2.0 
•  7 

Mi 
.07 

.01 


5,025*    6,573*  5S.21 
igures  not  available.  #  -to 


6l. SO* 


6s.  r 


3*  64.29* 
August  16,  1924 


Mr.  Callanan's  article  points  out  these  notable  changes: 
MA  study  of  the  above  figures  shows  fairly  conclusively  that  this  year's 
distribution  plan  reduced  the  proportionate  tonnage  in  the  larger  markets  and 
that  the  smaller  ones,  accordingly,  were  used  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever 
before.    New  York  City,  tie  principal  consuming  market  for  Georgia  peaches,  re- 
ceived only  23^b  of  the  total  crop  this  season,  or  the  smallest  percentage  of 
the  crop  ever  received  there.     Yet  there  was  little  complaint  that  New  York  did  I 
not  get  its  share "of  the  fruit.    The  increased  percentages  shown  in  Chicago, 
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Cleveland,  Detroit,  Minneapolis,  and  St.  P  ml ,  on  the  other  hand,  were  desir- 
able and  show  that  consumption  of  Georgia  jsaches  in  the  TTest  was  increased, 
as  was  the  hope  of  all.      The  comparative  figures  for  the  four  seasons  are  of 
interest  in  that  they  show  Hew  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston, _ Pittsburgh,  and 
Cincinnati  were  relieved  by  shipments  to  cities  in  the  territories  surrounding 
those  terminals  instead  of  being  the  targets  of  glutting  receipts.  Complete 
statistics  showing  the  number  of  cars  shipped  to  individual  markets  are  not 
available  at  the  time  of  writing  this  review,  but,  rrhen  they  are  published 
in  the  regular  summary  to  be  issued  shortly,  it  is  reasonably  safe  to  predict 
that  a  wide  distribution  will  be  shown  also  in  the  Ohio  and  Upper  Mississippi 
Valleys.     If  the  Slberta  crop  had  matured  at  a  more  nearly  normal  time,  it 
undoubtedly  yould  have  been  possible  to  ship  an  even' greater  percentage  of  the 
movement  to  the  "est." 

5a.      juIQIHER  NEW  BULLET  DT  Oil  CASBaGE. 

C.  W.  Eauck  is  the  author  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1^23,  on  the 
"Preparation  of  Cabbage  for  Market, 11      This  bulletin- in  its  lU  pages  discusses 
the  market  types  of  cabbage,  and  the  r.iethods  of  harvesting,  grading,  packing, 
loading  into  cars,  or  storing  this  product.    Handling  cabbage  for  kraut  manu- 
facture also  is  discussed,  andapige  is  devoted  to  Government  inspection  ser- 
vice.   The  bulletin  is  well  illustrated  with  IS  half-tone  cuts. 

6a.      SPECIAL  ARTICLES  IiJ  "THE  UPPiCI-L  RECORD." 

The  Department's  weekly  paper,  "The  Official  Record,"  recently  carried 
front-page  articles  relating  to  the  work  of  the  F.  &  V.  Division.    .These  are 
valuable  as  a  source  of  information  to.  our  own  employees  as  well  as  to  out- 
siders.     The  paper  for  July  l6,  192      had  an  article  on  the  Llarket  ifews 
Service  and  the  issue  for  September  17  treats  at  length  of  the  Inspection  Ser- 
vice. ^/ 

7a.      ITAI..ES  DESIRED  OF  LEaLPTG  DEALERS.  (Answer  promptly) 

with  the  opening  of  the  main  potato  season,  the  Washington  office  re- 
ceives frequent  requests  for  the  names  of  reliable  potato  dealers  in  principal 
markets.    As  the  lists  of  dealers  now  on  hand  may  be  sOioewhat  ou.t-of-date,  all 
city  :1A3ICET  REPORTERS  and  all  INSPECTORS    in  cities  where  there  is  no  separate 
market  news  representative  are  requested  to  mail  to  Washington  promptly  a  list 
of  the  leading  dealers.      Smaller  markets  should  mention  at  least  five  or  six 
names,  and  the  larger  cities  10  or  12,  if  possible.    Please  give  the  full  name 
of  the  firm  (and  be  sure  it  is  spelled  correctly),  and  the  street  address  in 
each  case.      Mark  these  letters:"  "For  attention  of  S£r,  Froehlich."  Your 
cooperation  will  be  appreciated, 

Sa.      IN  "CROPS  AKD  MARKETS"  FOR  SEPTK.SSR  1'5:  • 

Page  166  -  Special  paragraph  Gn  apples  in  weekly  review. 
I67  -  Michigan  Fruits  Delayed,"  -  by  R.  :H.  Shoemaker. 
163  -  Short  Prune  Crop  in  Idaho,  -  by  0.  S.  Prince. 

-  Texas  Honey  Ball  Melons,  -  by  W.  D.  Googe. 

-  Idaho  Apple  Prices  Open  High,  -  by  G.  1.  Prince. 
17b  -  Imports  of  Agricultural  Products  Decline. 
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[  i^ARpT  EEV.'S  SERVICE  [ 

lb.      ADDITIOH  TO  OBION  PAGE  0?  CODE  (EEEE0TI7E  SEPTE13SR  15)  ■ 

is  most  onions  in  Indiana  this  season  will  "be  sold  on  the  "oasis  of  lj 
inch  minimum  or  2-J-  inch  minimum,  and  it  seemed  advisable  to  get  out  code  ex- 
pressions for  these  terms  without  delay,  the  following  was  wired  on  September 
13  to  the  circuits  and  to  field  offices  interested  in  onion  reports,  to  be 
effective  September  151 

On  "MA-ftE"  (Onions)  page  of  code,  add 

1M  -  U.  S.  No.  1,        inch  minimum 
-  U    S .  Ho . ■ 1 ,  2j  inch  minimum 

also,  eliminate  the  phrase  "Per  Texas  Bermudas  only,"  restricting 

symbols  LEG,  iTEJ,  LEk,  and  KEd?... 

Onions  meeting  the  regular  U.  S.  No.  1  requirements  ox  l|  inch  minimum 
should  be  described  by  iEC-;  if  they  are  packed  on  the  basis  of  lj  inch  minium;:, 
use  IW;  if  graded  to  a  2-|  inch  minimum,  describe  them  by  HEQ. 

2b.      ORDER  OP  ARRAiIGIITG-  ;UOTATIQHS  BY  CONTAINERS  II  APPLE  -711155. 

Reporters  are  requested  to  use  in  their  apple  wires  to  Washington  the 
following  order:    Quotations  on  barrels,  should  come  first,  followed  by  those  02 
boxes,  bushel  baskets,  bushel  hampers,  bulk  -oer  cwt . ,  bulk  per  barrel  measure, 
and  other  containers.     Stations  will  rarely  report  on  all  these  containers  in 
one  wire,  cut  the  order  given  above  should  be  followed  for  such  bases  as  are 
us  ed . 

Market  conditions,  including  the  statement  of  supplies,  can  be ^given 
once  before  listing  any  quotations  if  applicable  to  all  containers;  if  not, 
they  should  be  given  following  each  container.     The  type  of  container,  such 
as  barrels,  boxes,  "KEBAB,"  etc.,  need  be  mentioned  once  only  at  the  head  of 
the  quotations  on  that  type  of  container.    Example:     "BARRELS  CUSUS  HA2L4U  HOJAB 
MEW  YORK  KASOD  XASOB  VEXIG  IIAR'IC  VEPIG  BOXES  CuRUR  HASAS  HOHOE  WASHINGTON  KAGEJ 
JO,iOQ  VAQIG  JOHOH  TUSIG  KAHAB  JOIIOQ  TUSIX  KSEAB  CUVUV  HAEAP  HOi.lAB  LEV:  YORK 
KASOB  TIJIV  ICASOB  TISIV  KAZQB  TIVIX  etc." 

3b.     QUOTIEG  ARRIVALS  Ih  AUCTIOE  REPORTS. 

In  the  article  on  the  preparation  of  auction  reports,  Par.  To  in  the 
Division  Letter  for  August  1,  I92H,  occurred  the  following  sentence:    "On  I'londe; 
afternoon,  or  after  a  holiday,  arrivals  should  include  all  receipts  since  the 
last  report,  preceded  by  *  CAPUT »  or  other  appropriate  term."    All  markets  are 
asked  to  follow  this  request.    Further,  those  markets  which  do  not  have  daily 
auctions  should  be  careful  to  include  in  the  arrivals  in  their  auction  wires 
all  cars  since  the  preceding  auction  report,  ureceded  by  the  appropriate 
11  CAP—  n  phrase.  ' 

FEATURES  OP  ROCHESTER  REPORTS. 
On  the  first  mimeographed  reports  issued  at  Rochester,  A,  E    Prugh  has 
followed  the  plan  which  he  used  at  other  field  stations,-  that  of  inserting  an^ 
outline  map  of  the  State  at  the  top  of  the  sheet,  with  the  location  of  Roche st- 
plainly  marked.    Alongside  this  map  is  a  brief  table,  showing  the  carlot  ship- 
ments of  the  various  Sew  York  fruits  and  vegetables  during  the  past  season. 
In  his  first  report,  lir.  Prugh  also  reprinted  in  full  the  September  crop 
estimates  and  Hew  York  crop  comments  as  released  by  the  State  Agricultural 
Statistician,  with  similar  items  regarding  competing  sections. 
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5^ •    VQUCHERI^g  OFFICIAL  TSLSG3ii.rS  AT  FIELD  STATIONS, 

It  is  understood  that  some  of  our  field  men  have  experienced  difficulty 
in  obtaining  originals  or  copies  of  telegrams'  to  support  vouchers  submitted 
to  cover  the  local  account  with  the  telegraph  office  at  a  field  station--,. 
The  .regulations  governing ' the  handling  of  official  telegrams  for  this  De- 
partment will  bo  found  in  paragraphs  31,  •  S2  and  S3  of  the  Fiscal  Regulations, 
which  prescribe  that  "cither  the  original  messages  or  copies  thereof  mast 
be  filed  in  support  of  the  vouchers,  the  correctness  of  which  must  be  in- 
dicated by  the  certificate  of  the  officer  of  the  Department  cognizant  of  the 
facts  in  the  case." 

For  the  information  of  field  men  and  particularly  to  aid  them  in  con- 
.  vii?ci::g  local  operators  of  the  requirements  in  this  respect,  the  following 
is  quoted  from  the  Western  Union  Tariff  Book,  1924,  :ro.  67,  page  326: 
***  "The  monthly  bill  will  be  supported  by  the  originals  of  sent 
.   paid  messages  and  the  carbon  or  tissue  copies  of  received  collect 
messages , 

"Official  messages  eent  to  "Washington,  D,  C,  may  be  accepted 
collect. 

"For  payment  of  the  monthly  charge  accounts,  each  office  must 
look  to  the  local  Government  agency  or  official  to  whom  the  bill 
is  rendered.    In  some  cases  it "will  be  necessary  for  loc~l  Government 
agencies  to  send  the  monthly  bills  and  messages  to  "ashing ton  or  some 
other  disbursing  office  for  payment,  and  in  such  case  a  check  will  be 
sent  directly  to  the  local  office  from  the  Washington  headquarters 
or  other  distant  disbursing  office  of  the  Government  department  in 
.  question.    There  is  no  objection  to  payment  being  made  in  this  manner* 
The  only  requirement  is  that  the  payment  shall  be  made  promptly,  and 
the  local  office  should,  in  every  case  where  payment  is  not  received 
within  a  reasonable  time,  take  the  matter:  up  with  the  local  Government 
agency  or  representative  to  whom  the' bill  -was  rendered.    Any  persistent 
difficulty  in  securing  prompt  payment  of  bills  rendered  locally  should 
be  reported*" 

The  local  telegraph  operator  rill  be  assisted,  if  you:  will  file  your 
outgoing  wires  in  duplicate,  so  that- ho  will -have- a -copy- .to  retain  when  he 
attaches  the  original  to  the  voucher. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  the  .tariff...',  book  prescribes 
that  "an  overnight  message  in  plain  language  shall  be  charged  for  as  a  night 
message  or  as  a  night  letter,  according  to  which  of  these  two.  classif ications 
shall  produce  the  lower  charge  for  the  message,"    Sometimes  telegrams  are 
billed  at  the  rate  of  a  night  message,  When  a  night  letter  -ould  have  been 
proper.    It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  this  provision  be  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  local  operator  in  connection  with  incoming  night  wires  from 
.  railroads  and  others,  as  well  as  outgoing  wires • 

The  tariff-:'  regulations  also  provide  that  "Government  day  messages 
shall  have  priority  in  transmission  and  delivery  over  all  other  messages," 
All  Government  messages  are  subject  to  the  prevailing  count  of  chargeable 
words,  and  the  rate  is  *IQ$  of  the  commercial  rate.    It  .is  suggested  that, 
when  practicable,  it  would  bo  advisable  for  our  men' to  familiarize  themselves 
with  that  section  of  the  tariff,  regulations  relating  to  United  States 
Government  messages.    Local  operators  undoubtedly  will  allow  you  to  look 
over  their  copies . 

E,  ?•  STILLTSLL, 

Specialist  in  Market  Tews. 
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frfail 
List 


FEES NO ,  CALIF.  ** 
Sequoia  Hotel 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.  ** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 


BENTON  HAEBOE,  MICH.  ** 
Eoom  1,  Commercial  Elk 


519 


sU6 


S3S 


PEES QUE  ISLE,  ME. 
Greenlaw  Blsck- 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 
k2.k  Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHES  TEE,-  N.  Y. 
U13  Triangle  Bldg. 


WAUPACA,  WIS.  ** 
Court  House 


SU2 
Sl+7 

S3  7 


In  Charge 


C.  E .  Schultz 


R.  L.  Sutton 


R,  H.  Shoemaker 


H.  E.  Eutland 


On  E.  Prince 


A.  E,  Prugh 


E7<  H.  Hosier 


Reports 

First 
Bulletins 

Probably 
Will  Clos^ 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov.  29 

Potatoes 
Pears* 
Peaches 
Apples 

Aug.  H 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  22 

Oct.  31 
Sept.  6* 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  31 

Apples 

Pears 

Potatoes 

Grapes 

Peaches 

Oni  ons 

Aug.  30 
Sept.  5 
Sept,  13 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  20 

Oct,  IS 
Sept. .22 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 
Sept  .30 
.  Oct.  18 

.  Potatoes 

Sept,  12 

Apr.  1 

Apples 

.  Sept.  10 

Mar.  15 

Peaches 

Pears 

Celery 

Apples 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Sept,  15 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  IS 
Sept.  IS 
Sept.  IS 
Sept.  22 

Oct.  11 
Nov.  8 
Jan.  10 
Apr,  1 
Mar,  7 
Feb.  28 
Apr,  1 

Potatoes 

Sept.  IS 

Apr,  30 

The  following  stations  probably  will  open  on  dal 

ie  indicated: 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
MARTI3SBURG-,  W«  VA, 

SU5 
S3  5 

G.  D.  Clark 
F,  H,  Scruggs 

Potatoes 
Apple  s 

Sept.  22 
Sept.  22 

Apr.  30 
Oct.  31 

The  following  station  closes  on  date  indicated: 

EOCKY  FORD,  COLO. 
Maxwell  Block 

.  S21 

S,  L.  Sutton 

Cantaloupe 

Aug.  20 

Closed 
Sept.  20 

.**  State  Department  cooperating 


*Eeports  discontinued. 


Division  hotter f  September  19«  192U 


i,  iespecticii  seevice  j 

lc.      DAYLIGHT  SAVING  TII£  OH  CERTIFICATES. 

Some  railroad  claim  agents  have  made  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  time 
shown  on  our  certificates  is  standard  or  "daylight  saving"  time.     Since  there 
is  a  possibility  of  confusion  in  this  connection,  the  letters  "D.S."  should  be 
placed  after  the  A. LI."  or  P.:.:.  by  all  offices.  which  are  running  under  "daylight 
saving"  time.     This  will  make  the  matter  clear,  should  certificates  ever  come 
into  court  as  evidence. 

2c.      ADDITIONAL  AUGUST  INSPECTIONS  IN  iTE'.""  YORK. 

The  following  report  of  New  York  inspections  for  the  United  States  Lines 
and  the  Lfimson  Line  was  received  too  late  for  inclusion  with  the  August  report 
in  last  week's  Division  Letter: 

Vegetables  Eruits  Ee.iections 

United  States  Lines  2^7, lbs.      1^0,59b  lbs.-         5>321  lbs. 

:.:unson  Line   57,S79  lbs.        20,501  lbs.  5^2  lbs. 

At  the  bottom  of  page  U21  in  the  last  D.  L.  T7rite  a  reference  to  this 
effect:  "See  supplementary  report  on  page  U5I  of  D.  L.  for  September  19." 

3c.      IMPORTANT  CORRECTIONS  IE  SKIPPING -PC  L>IT  INSPECTION  RSCOBD . 

Please  refer  to  page  *409  in  the  Division  Letter  for  September  5,  and 
make  the  following  changes  in  your  copy  of  the  table  showing  shipping-point  in- 
spections by  States  during  the  fiscal' year  ended  June,  I92H:    I&r'.  Bier  advises 
that  Florida's  total  should  be  increased  by  100,  making  it  o,370  instead  of 
S,270.    The  total  of  1,035  for  Oregon  covered  potatoes  only.    There  vers  3.^7 
additional  inspections  made  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Board  of  Horticulture 
and  in  eastern  Oregon  under  the  Idaho  cooperative  agreement.    This  will  make 
Oregon' s 'correct  total  U,UU2  instead  of  1,035-     The  grand  total.  Federal-State 
inspections  for  the  fiscal  year  I92U  is  thereby  increased  to  129,0^9  instead  of 
125,5^2.     In  the  third  line  below  the  table,  change  127,^52  to  read  130,959- 
Please  make  these  corrections  immediately. 

The  nezt  two  items  are  taken  from  reports  issued  by  State 
Agricultural  Statisticians  in  New  York  and  Washington. 

he.      PEQSPECTS  EOR  HE-.'  TQBK  APPLES  . 

The  decline  from  previous  months  has  continued  and  the  Hew  York  total 
apple  crop  is  now  forecast  at  2U, 695, 000  bushels,  compared  with  2 U, 000,000 
bushels  last  year,  and  the  commercial  crop  at  3,869, 000  bbls.  compared  with 
3,900,000  last  year.    Because  of  frequent  rains,  scab  and  aphis  have  been  un- 
usually severe  and  the  proportion  of  fruit  that  is  expected  to  be  Grade  A  is 
unusually  low.    The  summer,  fall  and  early  winter  varieties  are  rather  poor. 
Greenings  are  somewhat  better  than  last  year,    Northern  Spys  are  poorer  and 
Baldwins,  the  main  -inter  variety  in  the  commercial  sections,  are  apparently^ 
less  then  half  as  good.      Commercial  growers  estimate  that  the  total  production 
this  season  would  be  distributed  between  varieties  about  as  follows:  Summer 
varieties,  15$;  fall  and  early  winter,  36$;  winter  varieties,  This  is  a 

larger  proportion  of  early  varieties  and  a  smaller  proportion  of  winter  varietie 
than  is  usually  produced.     In  parts  of  the  State  outside  the  principal  commercia 
sections,  the  crop  is  generally  fair.    The  declines  from  previous  forecasts  have 
been  general  in  the  commercial  States.    The  commercial  crop  now  promises 
1,200,000  bbls.  less  than  in  August  and  is  the  lowest  since  1921. 
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5c  .      TEE  WASHINGTON  APPLE  OUTLOOK . 

The  Washington  commercial  apple  crop  averaged  but  55$  of  normal  on 


September  1  and  the  forecast  is  no-;  1S',330.000  "bushels.    This  is  a  decrease  of 
almost  1,000,000  bushels  from  the  August  forecast  of  19,332,000  bushels.  Worm 
damage  has  been  severe  in  many  orchards  this  season,  with  the  result  that 
the  commercial  crop  is  less  than  was  anticipated.    Further  cause  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  estimate  is  the  fact  that  some  apples  are  not  sizing  as  well 
as  usual.    The  total  apple  cror)  of  the  State  on  September  1  was  placed  at 
21,072,000  bushels, against  22,221,000  bushels,  the  August  1  forecast. 

The  next  four  items  are  from  SKIP? IKGaPO HIT  INSPECTORS '  LETTER  No,  6, 
issued  by  F.  S    Bailey  on  September  12  from  Spokane  office: 

6c.    red  onions  ii>t  :~all^  "  -Li.,  crop., 

Wendell  ?.  Brown,  District  Horticultural  Inspector  at  Walla  "alia,  has 
been  making  a  study  of  the  problem  of  red  onions  appearing  in  the  yellow  globe 
crop  grown  in  the  "/alia  """alia  Valley.    Mr.  Brown  states  that  through  his  own 
observation,  and  according  to  statements  made  by  various  growers,  when  seed  is 
selected  from  none  but  well* .shaped  yellow  glebes,  a  small  percentage  of  red 
onions  will  appear  in  the  crop  the  following  season.    It  is  llr.  Brown's  opinion 
that  the  yellow  globe  onions  grown  in  the  Walla  T7alla  Valley  probably  originated 
from  a  cross  between  a  white  and  a  red  onion,  and  that  the  appearance  of  the 
red  onions,  together  with  an  occasional  white  onion  in  the  crops,  is  a  reversion 
to  the  original  types . 

The  white  onions  do  not  appear  in  sufficient  quantity  to  become  a  factor 
in  the  grading  of  the  crop,  but  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  three  to  five  per 
cent  of  red  onions  in  a  crop  and  these  become  a  serious  factor  in  putting  up 
onions  to  meet  dumber  1  grade. 

:..>.  Samson  states" that  the  trade  is  not  willing  to  make  an  allowance ^ 
for  the  appearance  of  red  onions  for  the  reason  that  they  appear  naturally  in 
the  crop,  and  that,  therefore,  no  additional  tolerance  can  be  allowed  for  the 
red  stock  appearing  in  the  yellow  globe  shipments.    He  is  of  the  opinion  that 
Walla  Walla  growers  and  packers  will  need  to  sort  out  most  of  the  red  stock  at 
the  time  of  packing,  in  order  that  Walla  Walla  onions  may  meet  the  U.  S.  No.  1 
grade . 

7c  .      BRIEF  ITQTES  FRO! I  TEE  PACIFIC  rTORTETBST. 

In  the  Umpqua  Valley  76  cars  of  prunes  were  inspected  this  season;  in 
Clark  County,  Washington,  225  cars,  and  in  the  Willamette  Valley  165  cars. 

Inspector  Ralph  Harble,  of  Sumner,  inspected  21$'  cars  of  red  raspberries 
during  the  past  season.    lir.  Garble  looked  at  the  berries  in  each  of  the^720 
or  630  crates  contained  in  the  various  cars,  mailing  an  estimated  total  01 
lU6,790  crates,  which  he  opened  and  inspected.    As  each  crate  contains  approx- 
imately 20  pounds  of  berries,  the  total  amounts  to  about  1.U67  tons. 

The  Walla  Walla  office  issued  231  certificates  on  onions  during  the^ 
past  season.    Host  of  these  were  on  the  summer  onions,  of  which  the  '.alia  ^l-£ 
district  makes  a  speciality.    This  office  also  issued  13  fresh  prune  certificates 

W.  J.  Kocken,  County  Fruit  Inspector,  at  Hood  River,  Oregon,  advises  that 
the  following  firms  have  signed  contracts  with  his  office  for  shipping-point 
inspection  during  the.  season  now  starting:    Apple  Growers1  Association;  Duck- 
wall  Brothers;  Hood  River  Produce  Exchange;  Kelly  Brothers,  and  Paxton  and  Rivers 
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Sc .      YAKKlA.  COUNTY  APPLE  TE5E  CENSUS. 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  data  furnished  by  ¥.  L  Close 
District  Horticultural  Inspector  at  Yakima .    Three  columns  at  the  left  show 
the  results  of  the  I92U  apple  tree  census  for  Yakima  County,  Washington,  when 
about  one-half  completed.        The  three  columns  at  the  right  show  the  complete 
tree  census  for  191S .    Trees  1  to  3  years  of  age  are  classified  as  non-bearing. 

A  comparison  of  the  non-bearing  trees  for  I92U  with  those  for  19IS  gives 
an  interesting  indication  of  which  varieties  are  increasing  in  commercial 
importance .    Figures  in  the  left-hand  columns  must  be  doubled  in  order  to  be 
roughly  comparable  to  those  at  the  right: 


Variety 


192U 

One-half  Completed 


Aiken  Red 
Arkansas  Black 
Baldwin 
Ben  Davis 
Black  Ben 
Black  Twig 
Delicious 
Duchess 
(Jano 

Gano  &  Black  Ben 
C-olden  Delicious 
Gravenstein 
Crimes  Golden 
Jonathan 
King  David 
Yellow  Newtown 
Ranier 
Rome  Beauty 
SpitzenbBTg 
Stayman  Winesap 
TTagener 

tfinesaps 
V.  77.  Pearmain 
T;  inter  Banana 
Transparent 
Li  sc 


Bearing 
Trees 
200 
I329U 
215 
1975 
729 

3^66 

71877 

66 

971 

51 
U29 

3765 
1927S6 

2212 
30U32 
65U 
95576 
25566 

S303 
12150 

309U97 
1369 

f&3 
5S9 
71U0 


Non- 
Bearing 

S72 


Mo 
522SU 


so 

600 
SS65 

11s 

1335 

26691 
11U 
931 

22S60 
12s 
5123 

\UO 
279 


Total 

200 
lUl66 

215 
1975 
729 
3I406 
12ul6l 
66 
971 

131 
U29 
U365 
201651 
2212 
30550 
1QS9 
12226 f 
259S0 
923U 
12150 
332357 
1U97 
12592 
629 
7Y419 


191s 

Complete 

Bearing 
Trees 

Non- 
Bearing 

Total 

29296 
2665 
13536 

211S 

320HU 
2665 
13536 

9203 
96365 

IS 
10US0 

9221 
IO68U5 

s6is 


13012 
Us  652  5 

S6323 

203979 
137U95 
2232U 

62615 

7597^ 
U505 
9153 


9c 


apples 

DROUTH  EFFECT  OH  FRUITS  WFST  OF  CASCADES. 


51159 


25 
3792 

192 

15353 
U03 

1153 
2Ul 
I6756 
356 

^U6 


1601 


s6is 


13037 
U90317 

86515 

219332 
137S9S 
23U77 
62S56 
776500 

US  6l 

9699 
52760 


Drouth  was  the  principal  factor  in  reducing  the  grade  of  fresh  Italian 

prune  shipments  from  points  in  western  Washington  and  Oregon  this  summer.  It 

caused  four  practically  distinct  types  of  injury: 

First,-  gum  spot,  beneath  which  was  found  a  crescent  scar  l/U  to  3/8 

inch  long.     This  type  of  injury  was  most  common. 

Second,  -  shriveling  of  the  prune  l/U  to  l/3  of  its  length  from  the 

stem  end,  with  browning  and  blackening  of  the  underlying  flesh  as  a  result  of 

oxidation.    According  to  Dr.  Zeller,  of  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station,  this  is 

an  excellent  demonstration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  leaves  draw  water  from 

(Continued  over) 
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the  fruit  in  case  of  shortage,  removing  it  from  the  tissue  near  the  stem  end 
first.      This  type  of  injury,  though  not  so  common  as  the  gum  spot,  was  the  mos 
serious  from  the  standpoint  of  injury  to  the  individual  fruit,  prunes  so  affect 
ed  "being  practically  worthless  as  fresh  fruit. 

•Third,-  shirveling  on  the  cheek  of  the  prune,  with  brown  lines  of  in- 
jured tissue  extending  through  the  flesh  beneath.    This  was  a  less  serious  fori: 
of  injury  than  the  stem-end  shriveling. 

Fourth,-  browning  of  the  cells  lining  the  pit  cavity.    This  type  of  in- 
jury carried  no  exterior  manifestation  and  apparently  did  not  injure  the  eating 
quality  of  the  fresh  fruit,  hut  it  did  make  "buyers  fearful  of  the  carrying  qua!, 
ity  of  crops  so  affected. 

As  with  other  fruits  in  other  regions,  soil  types,  topography,  and  orcha 
practices  -ere  important  factors  in  drouth  injury.     Some  orchards  would  show 
mostly  one  type  of  injury,  some  another,  and  many  were  practically  free  from 
any  form  of  injury. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  men  associated  with  the  prune  drying  in- 
dustry were  not  so  concerned  over  the  various  forms  of  drouth  injury  as  were 
those  interested  in  fresh  prune  shipments.    Cne  of  the  former  remarked  that  one 
good  rain  before  the  start  of  picking  for  drying  would  flush  the  injured  tissue 
so  that  practically  none  of  it  would  "be  noted  in  the  dried  product. 

10c.      REPORTING-  RE INSPECTIONS  PIT  NOl'THLY  EFFORTS. 

Each  office  is  requested  to  read  again  the  instructions  relative  to  re- 
porting reinspections  on  Monthly  Reports,  which  have  "been  published  in  Division 
Letters  for  February  23,  April  5,  and.  July  12,  1925-      In  order  that  we  may  toe 
a  complete  record  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  a  statement  like  the  following 
should  be  attached  to  the  Monthly  Report  sheets  in  eveiy  office  where  reinspec- 
tions have  been  made: 

-REPORT  OF  REINSPECTIONS-  (Office)  

Date      Commodity.    Car  Ho.      Cert.  ITo .    Originating  State      Sus  tained    Re  vers: 

3/1/23    Peaches    FGEX  klh^    A  57170       No .  Carolina  x 

The  first  sheet  of  the  report  should  not  show  a  statement  like  the 
following:  "3  reinspections  •  no  fee,"  without  an  attached  sheet  showing  the  a- 
bove  information  concerning  these  three  cars .    Every  office  is  requested  to  gr~ 
this  matter  more  careful  attention  in  submitting  Monthly  Reports. 

He  .      SECRETARY'  S  REPORT  ON  THE  INSPECTION  SERVICE, 

Have  you  examined  carefully  your  office  copy  of  the  1^23  Yearbook?  The 
first  pages  of  this  important  book  are  devoted  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary.    The  report  is  profusely  illustrated  with. telling  graphs,  charts,  en 
half-tone  cuts.    Page  2S  discusses  briefly  the  recent  expansion  in  the  market 
news  work  and  the  radio  reports  of  the  Bureau.      Pages  29  to  31  are  &iverL  over. 
to  the  inspection  work,  particularly  the  shipping-point  inspection  service, 
map  of  the  United  States  shows  the  relative  importance  of  this  service  in  the 
several  States,  and  another  chart  shows  the  annual  volume  of  inspections  in 
terminal  markets  since  I9I0.      The  standardization  work  on  fruits  and  vegetable 
also  is  mentioned.    The  following  passages  will  be  of  special  interest  to  all 
Inspectors: - 
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Although  active  work  has  been  possible  in  lees  than  half  the  States, 
certificates  were  issued  on  7?,  4ob  carloads  of  produce  a,t  shipping  points  and 
on  28,169  cars  in  terminal  markets.      This  means  that  every  one  of  these  ship- 
pers held  prima  facie  evidence  of  having  made  a  good  delivery  if  he  "based  his 
sale  on  the  Federal  certificate.     It  means  also  that  every  boyer  who  demanded 
"Government  certificate  attached  to  bill  of  lading"  bought  with  assurance  that 
a  competent  and  impartial  inspection  had  determined  the  variety  and  grade  of 
the  fruits  or  vegetables  offered  him. 

The  economic  results  of  this  innovation  have  been  spectacular  in  the 
swiftness  of  their  development.     They  promise  to  "be  well -nigh  revolutionary 
in  their  ultimate  effect  upon  fruit  and  vegetable  marketing. 

First*  the  true  meaning  of  standardization  has  been  brought  home  to  the 
grower  as  never  before . 

Second,  the  growers'  organizations  have  improved  the  quality  of  their 
offerings  and  have  found  a  new  and  acceptable  basis  for  pooling. 

Third,  potato  growers  especially  have  learned  what  sort  of  stock  should 
not  be  shipped  at  all  except  in  years  of  extremely  high  prices. 

Fourth,  the  shipper  has  a  new  basis  upon  which  to  offer  his  product  and 
has  no  fear  that  the  prospective  buyer  will  discount  his  statements. 

Fifth,  the  buyer  can  order  in  safety  without  seeing  the  goods. 

Sixth,  the  certificate  acts  as  a  general  insurance  policy  in  case  of 
loss  or  damage  in  transit. 

The  trade  quickly  realized  that  this  service  made  possible  a  new  system 
of  car-lot  marketing.    Auction  companies  have  been  formed  in  both  eastern  and 
western  cities  which  sell  only  cars  in  transit  and  on  which  certificates  have 
been  issued.    The  success  of  this  system  hrs  be m  marked  from  the  start.  On 
the  first  500  cars  of  cantaloupes  thus  sold  the  commissions  were  only  one-third 
as  high  as  those  generally  prevailing,  at  the  time.    The  final  destination  of 
the  car  was  determined  during  its  first  day  on  the  road,  and  it  moved  without 
indirection  or  delay  to  the  place  of  consumption.      Meantime  the  shipper  had 
his  money,  transmitted  by  telegraph,  within  US  hours  after  loading  his  car. 
Thus  has  the  road  between  producer  and  consumer  been  shortened  and  straightened, 
and  a  clear  saving  of  10  per  cent  of  the  f.o.b.  price  has  been  effected  by  the 
shipper . 

Prior  to  last  year  our  inspection  service  in  terminal  markets  had  never 
earned  in  fees  more  than  five-sevenths  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress 
for  this  work.    Last  year,  without  curtailing  the  city  service  and  wx thout  a 
dollar  of  increase  fcr  this  item,  we  more  than  trebled  the  number  of  cars  in- 
spected and  have  returned  to  the  Treasury  six-sevenths  of  the  amount  approprir 
ated.    When  considered  in  connection  with  the  profound  reforms  and  economies 
to  which  the  work  has  given  rise,   this  is  one  of  the  most  marked  accomplish- 
ments of  the  year  in  oar  entire  field  of  economic  service. 

The  benefits  from  well-defined  and  generally-accepted  standards  for 
farm  products  are  no  longer  seriously  questioned,    "ith  premiums  being  paid  fcr 
products  of  uniform  grade,  coupled  with  high  costs  of  transporting  and  handling 
nonstandardized  products,  farmers  have  come  to  realize  the  value  of  this  work. 
Standardization  of  fruits  and" vegetables  received  fresh  impetus  from  the  in- 
auguration of  the  shipping  point  inspection,  as  uniform  standards  are  funda- 
mentally necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of  an  inspection  service.  At 
the  present  time  Federal  standards  are  being  used  for  a  large  number  of  the  most 
important  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  many  of  these  standards  have  been  ma.de 
mandatory  under  State  laws. 

F.G.EOBB,  Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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OJ^ICE  NOTES: 

Robert  Bier  has  returned  from  his  "brief  vacation,  and  on  Saturday  ex- 
pects to  start  for  Florida,  "here  lie  Till  again  serve  as  Federal  Supervisor 
in  charge  of  the  shipping-poirit  inspection  work.      Hr,  Bier  est.irra.t9S  tret 
from  130  to  200  men  -?ill  "be  required  to  handle  the  v  or  ions  Florida  deals  this 
season.    For  a  short  while  he  will  have  his  headquarters  with  the  State  Mar- 
ket Lug  Bureau.,.  20M  St.  James  Po.ild.ing,  Jacksonville,  but  later  Mr.  Bier  prob- 
ably will  move  his  office  to  Orlando  or  scire  ether  central  point. 

B.  E.  Shaffer,  recently  on  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  hr.  Samson1 s  project  for  the  present,  and  will  make  a  study  of  the 
application  of  grape  grades  in  Michigan.    He  likely  will  have  his  headquarters 
in  the  Benton  harbor  office,  Boom  3,  Commercial  Block. 

A.  S.  Prwgh  has  rented  Rooms  Uil  and  Hi 5  ?n  the  Triangle  Building, 
Rochester,  as  market  news  headquarters.    This  building  is  at  20  East  Ave. 

Recent  advj.ee  from  C.  H.  Behnke  is  to  the  effect  that  State  Inspector, 

H.  S.  Duncan,  has  moved  his  office  from  «-0;>  .Ouf::y~?cwers  Building,  Rochester, 
to  Boom  Triangle  Building,  adti  owning  our  market  news  office,    I'lr.  Behafce 
can  be  reached  at  the  latter  address,  0/0  H.  S.  Duncan.    A  school  for  the 
training  of  apple  inspectors  for  western  ITew  York  is  being  started  at  Sodus  or 
Lyons  this  week. 

E.  E.  Ccr.kiin  ,  Jr.,  who  has  been  on  leave  at  Syracr.se,  N.Y.,  came  to 
TTashington  yesterday,  and  is  again  on  duty  in  Mr,  Samson*  s  project. 

"vTord  from  Tim.  E.  Lewis  indicates  that  he  will  not  go  farther  west  on 
his  present  trip.    He  has  returned  from  Rochester  to  Trenton,  H.J.,  and  will 
soon  be  back  at  his  desk  in  Washington . 

It  has  been  decided  to  send  H.  H.  Lamb  from  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  to 

Chicago,  where  he  will  be  in  charge  of  the  market  news  work  during  this  winter, 
while  "J.  H.  Hall  is  at  Orlando*  Fla . .  where/ will  issre  market  retorts  on  citrus 
fruit,  as  was  done  by  hr.  Evers  last  season.  . 2.r.  Lamb  will  spend  a  day  or  tro 
in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  arranging  for  potato  f.o.b.  reports  fcr-  the  Denver 
office,  and  then  will  proceed  to  Denver,  probably  reaching  Chicago  by  October 

I.  G-.  A.  DsEaven,  who  has  been  substituting  in  Chicago,  will  return  to  ship- 
ping point  inspection  work  in  Florida  within  a  few  weeks. 

After  closing  the  Rocky  Ford  field  station  this  Sa.turday,  R.  L.  Sutton 
will  proceed  to  Grand  Junction,  and  take  over  the  work  formerly  handled  by 

Kr .  Lamb . 

Andrew  Valp,  Veterns'  Bureau  trainee,  who  was  formerly  in  the  New  York 
inspection  office  and  later  helped  with  shipping-point  ^ork  in  Hew  Jersey,  is! 
now  assisting  ~ith  similar  work  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  under  hr.  Zimmerman' 
direction. 
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F.  E.  Scruggs,  who  has  "been  working  up  his  field  summaries  in  the 
Washington  office  the  last  few  weeks,  leaves  today  for  Martinsourg,  17.  Va., 
where  he  -.Till  issue  market  reports  on  apples. 

W.  V.  Stephens,  who  supervised  shipping-point  inspections  in  New  Jersey, 
has  now  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City.    As  long  as  the  Jersey 
work  continues,  L'lr.  Stephens  will  make  occasional  trips  to  that  State,  in 
order  to  see  that  the  work  is  moving  along  satisfactorily. 

After  spending  'Thursday  in  the  Washington  office,  P.  D.  Hupert  has  gone 
on  annual  leave  at  Geneva,  N.Y.,  until  about  the  6th  of  October.    Mr.  Hupert 
had  "been  supervising  apple  and  peach  inspections  in  western  Lraryland . 

F.  E.  Eaileyj  in  the  Washington-Oregon  Shipping-Point  Inspectors' 
Letter  No,  6,  gives  considerable  space  to  a  good  description  of  the  apple 
market  reports  issued  at  Spokane  and  to  the  general  methods  of  market  re- 
porting work  followed  "by  this  Division.    Ee  also  gives  a  complete  list  of  the 
30  products  for  which  Federal  grades  are  now  available,  with  the  date  of  issue 
or  the  date  of  revision  for  each  of  the  grades. 

L.  G.  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector,  will  visit  various  shipping 
points  in  the  State  of  Montana  next  week,  as  this  work  is  under  his  general 
direction  along  with  the  inspections  in  Idaho. 

P..  R.  Pailthorp  returned  to  his  desk  in  the  Washingto n  of f ice  this  week. 
Mr,  Pailthorp  has  "been  in  the  West  the  last  six  weeks,  arranging  for  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  reports  on  rejections  of  apple  shipments,  so  as  to  make 
further  studies  of  the  causes  and  extent  of  rejections. 

The  American  Fruit  Grower  magazine  for  September  contains  an  article 
by  I.!r.  Sherman  on  "Government  Inspection  anu  the  Fruit  Industry.0      One  of  the 
statements  made  in  the  course  of  the  article  is  the  following:    "The  problems 
of  successful  inspection  are  twofold:  First,  specific  and  workable  grades; 
and  second,  personnel,  or  the  finding  of  the  right  men  to  apply  the  grades." 

The  loop  of  the  Central  Circuit  leased  wire  to  the  market  news  office 
at  Waupaca,  Wise,  was  reinstated  the  middle  of  this  week.  W.  H.  Hosier  has 
resumed  potato  market  reports  at  Waupaca  for  the  season. 

P.  II.  Ferguson,  of  the  Minneapolis  office,  is  on  leave  from  September 
15  to  25,  and  R,  11.  Peterson  is  handling  for  the  present  both  the  market 
reporting  work  and  inspections  in  Minneapolis. 

In  the  interest  of  shipment  reports,  F.  II,  Patton  is  visiting  trans- 
portation officials  in  Richmond  and  Poanoke,  Va. ;  Cincinnati;  Louisville; 
St.  Louis;  Springfield,  I.lo . ;  Peoria,  111.;  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  possibly 
Cleveland.     Ee  left  Washington  a  few  days  ago. 
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•Urs .  Mildred  G.  Colby,  who  had  "been  on  three  months1  furlough  at  Colfax, 
Calif.,  returns  next  weeds:  to  the  Minneapolis  office,  where  she  ^as  formerly 
employed. 

A.  H.  Polster's  residence  address  in  Cincinnati  is  the  Palace  Hotel, 
Si::th  and  Vine  Streets;  phone  Canal  ISO, 

The  present  address  of  P..  C.  Lindstrom,  in  Philadelphia,  is  5^5^ 
Walnut  Street,  but  he  will  move  on  October  1  to  6217  Catherine  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

J.  '~ .  Raplee  advises  that  the  telephone  number  at  his  residence,  6U 
Brinton  Street,  Buffalo,,  is  Crescent  22U7-J. 

X.  R.  Hutting,  one  of  the  cooperative  inspectors  in  California,  has 
completed  his  work  in  the  Seo  istopol  district,  and  should  nor;  he  addressed 
at  S^-rta  Eose,  Calif.,  where  he  is  in  charge  of  inspection  tiotIz. 

The  residence  address  and  phone  number  of  B.  S;  Jones,  Inspector  in 
St.  Louis,  are;-  ty$\Q  Chouteau  Avenue;  phone  Grand  19^7"J- 
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la .     FaITCY  GEORGIA  l:PELES  BECOMING  PROklESNT. 

In  a  lettuer  01  September  IS,  f .  C .  Curry  tells  about  the  high-grade 
Georgia  apples  being  received  in  Atlanta 

"Thought  you  might  be  interested  in  knowing  that  Georgia  is  coming 
to  the  front  gradually  in  the  growing  and  selling  of  apples.     In  the  past 
week,  we  have  had  two  straight  cars  of  boxed  apples  from  the  Cornelia 
Section.    One  contained  Fancy  and  'C  grade  Grimes  Golden  and  the  other 
Fancy  and  1  c»  grade  Winter  Bananas* 

"The  Grimes  were  mostly  of 'medium  size,  excellent  color,  well 
graded  and  packed,  and  sold  readily  at  $2.50  on  the  Fancy' and  around 
4)2.25  on  the  '  C  grade.    The  Winter  Bananas  were  equal  to  any  shipped 
from  the  Northwest,  being  well  colored,  properly  graded' and  packed.  I 
was  surprised  to  see  them  packed  in  oilea  wraps. 

"The  grading  and  packing  on  these  two  cars  compared  favorably 
with  stock  from  the  Northwest.    Of  course,  there  are  still  large 
quatities  of  apples  shipped  here  in  bulk.    Some  of  these  are  windfalls, 
others  are  'hand-pcked,  orchard-run,  culls  out.'    Most  of  the  bulk  stock 
is  disposed  of  through  the  peddler  trade.    Eately  we  have  had  several 
trucks  in  from  South  Georgia,  loaded  with  sweet  potatoes;  these  trucks 
returned  loaded  with  bulk  apples.    So  you  can  see  there  is  a  very  good 
outlet  for  that  class  of  stock.    Apple  supplies  have  been  fairly  liberal 
here  lately,  but  the  demand  has  been  good  and  prices  have  held  up  well." 

2£  •     SEPTEMBER  SUP-E^EIET  TO  "CROPS  AND  LARRETS." 

In  addition  to  the  detailed  crop  reports  and  usual  tables  of  farm  prices, 
etc.,  attention  is  called  to  the  following  items  in  the  September  Supplement  to 
"Crops  and  Markets:" 

Page  2SS  -  Time  of  Issuance  and  Scope  of  October  Crop  Reports. 

233  -  Condition  of  potato  and  sweet  potato  crops,  (foot  of  page) 
29U  -  Condition  of  fruit  crops,  (foot  of  page) 

-  Onion  situation  in  Indiana,  (filler) 

29b  -  Orange  and  Grapefruit  production  in  Florida  for  shipment 
this  season. 

-  Relative  importance  of  Idaho  apples  this  year,  (filler) 
297  -  Celery  situation  in  Wayne  County,  New  York,  (filler)' 

300  -  Farm  Labor  Supply  and  Demand  during  past  year. 

301  -  Prices  of  Articles  Bought  by  Farmers  in  recent  months* 

-  Indax  Numbers  of  Farm  Prices,  by  months  and  years. 

312  -  Shipments  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  during  July,  by  States. 

316  -  Cabbage  situation  in  New  York  State,  (filler) 

317  -  vThat  is  the  Highest  Potato  Yield? 

312  -  Chinese  Pice  Crop. 
319  -  The  Price  Situation. 

313  -  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  during  July,  by  States. 

(Page  U39) 
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3a.     INTERESTING-  NENS  EROM  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA . 

Read  this  letter  of  September  20  from  H.  A.  Harris,  Los  Angeles i 

"This  market  has  received  25  cars  of  peaches  from  Utah  and  three  cars 
from  I&~ ho  within  the  past  three  weeks,  as  a  result  of  the  drought  that  has 
prevailed  in  California  this  season.    Supplies  usually  come  from  the  Sr.n 
Joaquin  and  Sacramento  valleys,  with  a  small  quantity  of  homegrowns. 

"These  Utah  peaches  were  Elbertas  of  generally  good  quality  and  color 
and  ranged  in  size  from  medium  to  small.    They  were  mostly  in  bushel  baskets, 
although  some  were  in  lug  boxes,  and  sold  in  a  jobbing  way  from  U-J^  to 
per  pound.    They  met  with  good  demand,  since  California  Elbertas,  with  the 
exception  of  3  few  homegrowns  from  around  Ontario,  had  cleaned  up  before 
the  Utah  peaches  arrived. 

"Last  month  this  market  received  several  cnrs  of  cabbage  from  Colorado. 
Supplies  from  nearby  sections  and  northern  California  were  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demand.    Colorado  lettuce  probably  would  have  been  brought  in  also  had 
freight  rates  not  been  prohibitive.    Jobbing  sales  on  T,7".tsonville  lettuce 
reached  $6.00  per  crate  shortly  after  the  first  of  September,  the  highest 
ever  known  on  this  market.    Very  little  local  lettuce  has  arrived  for  the 
past  60  days. 

"Another  interesting  feature  was  the  receipt  of  \%  cars  of  grapes 
from  Idaho.    They  were  Concords,  however,  ~  variety  that  is  produced  in  a 
very  small  way  in  only  two  districts  in  Los  Angeles  County.    They  jobbed 
readily  at  30-35^  per  5-lb.  Climax  basket. 

"Perhaps  it  is  not  quite  accurate  to  attribute  the  shortage  of  local 
crops  entirely  to  weather  conditions.    More  or  less  successful  enforcement 
of  the  recent  alien  laws  has  reduced  the  amount  of  land  under  cultivation 
by  Orientals  far  more  than  any  increases  due  to  a  slight  gain  in  the  number 
of  white  growers.    Urban  expansion  and  subdivisions  in  Los  Angeles  County 
alone  are  estimated  to  have  occupied  at  least  30,000  acres  that  had  been 
devoted  to  field  crops  prior    to  1921.    The  water  shortage  is  proving  less 
acute  than  was  thought  several  weeks  ago,  although  conditions  are  spotted 
and  yet  far  from  satisfactory.    Limitations  on  the  use  of  electric  po^er  are 
being  removed  with  the  hopes  that  early  fall  rains  will  relieve  the  situation* 

"The  San  Fernando  Valley  growers  did  not  expect  to  b3  able  to  plant 
a  single  acre  of  lettuce  30  days  ago.    The  city  allotted  them  additional 
water  to  grow  600  acres,  and  late  reports  indicate  that  twice  that  acreage 
was  planted.    The  city  officials  now  think  they  will  be  ^ble  to  give  them 
enough  water  to  mature  all  lettuce  already  planted, 

"The  Imperial  Valley  has  been  experiencing  a  water  shortage  for  the 
past  30  days  or  more.    I  have  been  informed  that  the  entire  flow  of  the 
Colorado  River  has  been  diverted  into  the  irrigation  canal  since  early  in 
August.    The  average  flow  of  the  river  at  the  intake  of  the  Imperial  Valley 
canal  has  been   somewhere -round  2,000  feet  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The 
requirements  of  the  Imperial  Valley  at  this  season  of  the  year  are  estimated 
to  be  between  6,000  and  7,000  feet.    There  arc  said  to  be  360,000  acres  on 
the  American  side  and  180,000  acres  on  the  Mexican  side,  but  under  the  agree- 
ment matte  before  the  construction  of  the  canal  the  kexican  lands  are  entitled 
to  ^0%  of  the  water  diverted  from  the  r-ivcr,    As  a  matter  of  comparison  the 
flow  of  the  Colorado  at  flood  time  ranges  at  Yuma  from  300,000  to  500,000 
feet,  if  my  memory  is  correct.    This  shortage  of  water  is  unexpected  and 
is  caused  by  lack  of  summer  rains  in  Colorado  and  Utah  and  lightness  of  the 
July  and  August  precipitation  in  Arizona.    The  planting  of  lettuce  is  being 
delayed  and  it  is  conceded  that  there  Will  be  no  lettuce  for  shipment  before 
the  first  of  the  year," 
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lb  ,    DIFFERENTIATE  IN  PE.-RWT  V'IRES  SET'.  AT  OLD  .ATP  STOCK,  . 

New  crop  Spanish  peanuts  are  no-:;  ready  for  shipment  from  the  southeastern 
States,    Quotations  on  futures  are  being  sent  out  on  Virginia  Spanish  and 

Southeastern  Runner  peanuts,  and  it  will  not  "be  long  "before  brokers  will  he 
quoting  for  future  shipment    Southeastern  Spanish  and  Virginia  type  peanuts* 
An  appreciable  difference  in  price  has  been  noted  at  times  between  old  and  new 
goods-  the  new  peanut  speing  the  cheaper.    Therefore,  when  securing  per nut  prices 
for  the  newt  few  weeks,  at  least,  please  inquire  whether  the  figures  given 
represent  old  or  new  geQ&'S,    If  for  future  shipment,  the  date  of  shipment  may 
be  important*    For  ewample,  southeastern  shellers/recently  quoted  stock  for 
immediate  shipment  1(5  per  pound  higher  than  for  shipment  three  or  four  weeks 
Later,    Following  this  request,  which  is  especially  important  -"here  f,o,b« 
prices  are  concerned,  will  aid  us  in  keeping  erroneous  prices  out  of  the  peanut 
bulletin, 

2b,    RECORD  -  OF  "SERVICES'*  FOIL  AUGUST , 

Some  months  ago,  upon  the  recommendation  of  market  station  men, 
publication  of  the  monthly  record  of  "servi  ces1'  ^r  s  discontinued.     It  was 
claimed  this  would  not   result  in  mare  errors,  but  the  number  of  necessary 
"services"  is  increasing,    Part  of  this  increase  undoubtedly  is  due  to  the 
addition  of  auction  reports.,  but  this  does  not  erylais.  all  of  the  increase* 
Accordingly,  publication  of  the  table  will  be  resumed,  at  least  temporarily, 
The  record  of  "services"  for  August  follows: 


RECORD  OF  "SERVICES"  OVER  I~_.SED  "'IRE  DURIIT&  AUGUST,  1~2-A 


Name  of 

ferket 

Serviced 

T^tal  number 
.Of  services 
to  Markets 

Err«rs 

[Markets 
1 

Insuf- 
ficient 
Informa- 
tion by 

Aarkets 

Tele- 
graphic 
Errors 

Un- 
class- 
ified 
Services 
to  Ekts. 

Un- 
neces- 
sary 
Services 
by  TIash. 

Voluntary 
'  corrections 

!  (not  inclu- 
ded in  tab] 

'  of  Services 
i 

Atlanta 

k  i 

3 

1 

! 

1 

Baltimore 

10 

5 

3 

2 

i  1 

•Boston 

25 

13 

5 

1 

5 

1  i 

3 

Chicago 

51 

IS 

9 

ll 

13 

15 

Cincinnati 

13 

6 

3 

i 

3 

i 

Fort  ,7orth 

3 

1  2 

l 

Kansas  City 

12 

* 

7 

1 

tj. . 

Minneapolis* 

2S 

!  13 

l 

5 

9 

i 

i 

New  York 

51 

1  Ih 

Ik 

10 

13 

10 

Omaha 

7 

I  5 

1 

l 

Philadelphia 

2U 

!  ll 

k 

2 

7 

10 

Pittsburgh 

36 

j  22 

8 

$ 

1 

i 

St ,  Louis 

22 

S 

2 

7 

51 

l 

Washington 

2 

!  -i 

l 

i 

j 

5 

TOTAL 

2SS 

!  125 

39 

56 

65 

 r 

3  [ 

51 

Including  St, Paul , 
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3b.     IN  "CROPS  AND  LARKETS"  FOR  SEPTEMBER  20: 

Page  181  -  Western  Early  Potato  Deal  Closing,  -  by  G.  D.  Clark. 

182  -  Special  paragraphs  on  sweet  potatoes  in  weekly  review. 

183  -  Active  Season  in  Colorado,  -  "by  John  D,  Snow* 

-  Muckland  carrot  acreage  in  western  Hew  York,  (filler) 
ISk  -  Northwestern  Apples  Begin  Early,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 

-  Boor  Returns  for  California  Crapes,  ("based  on  review  by 

C  .  E  .  Schultz) 
192  -  Good  Foreign  Demand  for  American  Prunes, 

,    laARKET  REPORTS  POPULAR  IN  GEORGIA;  . 

Writing  under  date  of  September  11,  Mr*  Curry,  of  the  Atlanta  office, 
submitted  the  following  interesting  information: 

"Market  news  work  here  is  progressing  nicely.  At  present  we  have  on 
the  regular  mailing  list  32^  active  names,  and  on  sweet  potatoes  180  active 
names. 

"At  the  request  of  jobbers  and  wholesalers*  we  are  now  delivering 
the  regular  report  by  messenger  daily  to  26  firms  in  this  city.    The  mail 
service  seems  to  be  slow,   since  reports  posted  at  tl  A.  M.  usually  are 
not  delivered  until  8  A.  M .  the  following  day.    Dealers  find  the  reports 
of  much  more  value,   if  received  the  same  day  issued.    We  have  received 
quite  a  few  complimentary  remarks  ^bout  the  service.    One  sweet  potato 
shipper  advised  us  that  our  reports  last  year  ena.bled  him  to  make  approxi- 
mately $3,500  more  on  his  crop  than  was  expected,  by  being  posted  on  the 
various  markets. 

"The  A.,  B.  &  A.  Railroad  has  about  completed  a  building  in  its  yards 
to  accommodate  produce  dealers,    Already  the  available  space  has  all  been 
taken  at  a  nominal  rent,  and  the  tenants,   some  of  whom  are  brokers,  advise 
me  that  I  can  see  them  there  next.llpnday  morning.    These  dealers  will  cater 
largely  to  the  peddler  trade,  and  the  sales  cannot  be  overlooked  sine* 
p.  large  proportion  of  the  commodities  .handled  will  be  on  Georgia  products 
which,  of  course,  are  very  important  to  the  farmers  of  this  State. 

"The  principal  products  to  be  handled  there  will  be  apples,  sweet 
potatoes,  pears,  oranges,  grapefruit  and  watermelons .    The  two  produce 
districts  arc  about  a  mile  apart." 

5b.     SI1:'.; ARY  OF  BOXED  APPLE  DEAL; 

A  most  comprehensive  summary  of  the  1923-2U  Northwestern  Boxed  Apple 
Deal,  comprising  35  Pagos,  has  just  been  issued.    The  authors  arc  G.  S.  Prince 
and  Mrs.  L^  B.  Gerry,  of  the  Spokane  office.    An  especially  valuable  feature 
of  this  report  is  the  comparison  made  with  statistics  for  previous  seasons. 
Quite  a  number  of  pages  are  devoted  to  the  cold  storage  situation  and  to  sta- 
tistics on  exports. 

6b.    REVIEW  OF  SOUTHERN  POTATO  MARKET  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY: 

V.  D.  Callanan  and  S.  W.  Russell  arc  the  authors  of  a  two-page  review 
of  the  192U  southern  potato  season  in  New  York  City,   issued  on  September  19» 
Carlot  receipts  during  the  last  three  years  are  shown  by  States  of  origin.  In 
a  second  table,   the  percentage  of  each  State's  shipments  unloaded  in  New  York 
is  given,    Receipts  of  new  potatoes  are  then  shown  by  States  pnd  by  months  in 
comparison  with  old  stock.    The  price  t°ble  gives  separate  columns  for  Florida 
stock,  South  Carolina  stock,  North  Carolina  stock  and  Virginia  stock.  For 
each  day  of  the  season,   the  carlot  receipts  are  contrasted  with  the  price. 
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Jb.    PARTS  OF  WEEKLY  REYlEv*"  USED  AT  El  ELD  STATION'. 

In  connection  with  his  regular  market  reports  at  Rochester,  A,  E,  rru^i 
has  begun  to  use  those  parts  of  the  Tuesday  review  which  relate  to  the  products 
shipped  from  his  territory,    he  reprints  these  in  full,  together  with  the  open- 
ing paragraph  of  the  review.    Being  fairly  close  to  "Washington,  the  Rochester 
office  receives  the  Tuesday  review  by  mail  in  time  to  reprint  it  on  Thursday, 
A.  few  portions  of  the  weekly  summary  of  carlot  shipments  also  are  used  in  full 
by  Mr,  Prugh,  -  those  pertaining  to  western  i~ew  York  products,  Rochester 
newspapers  are  giving  considerable  space  to  the  market  reports. 

go.    WESTERN  fflffi  YORK  ONIONS,  BEANS  a^'D  i^ETT'UCE. 

Clippings  from  recent  issues  of  the  Rochester  "herald"  and  "Evening 
Journal"  have  been  received  tar o ugh  Mr,  ^rugh.    These  items  cover  rather  com- 
pletely the  western  hew  York  situation  as  to  onions,  beans  and  letture, 

A  large  part  of  the  Orange  County  onion  crop  has  already  been  shipped, 
chiefly  to  Kew  York  City,    The  onions-' in  the  western  portionof  the  State,  which 
is  the  main  onion  district,  are  at  least  two  weeks  later  than  usual,  because  of 
unfavorable  weather  in  the  spring  which  delayed  seeding.    Contrary  to  original 
expectations,  the  principal  muckland  acreage  has  actually  been  increased  this 
year.    Opinions  differ  widely  as  to  the  probable  average  yield  and  quality  of 
the  crop,  but  general  prospects  are  for  a  good  crop  of  late  onions.    Some  of 
the  plantings  on  more-recently  reclaimed  land  are  said  to  be  doing  especially 
well.    Remembering  the  bad  finish  of  last  season,  some  growers  pulled  their 
early  onions  almost  too  soon  in  an  effort  to  get  on  the  market  before  the  bulk 
of  the  crop  is  ready;  these  early  sales  were  made  mostly  at  $1  per  bushel. 
The  acreage  devoted  to  set  onions  was  increased,  and  this  crop,  which  matures 
sooner  than  the  seed  onions,  was  sold  generally  at  2^  per  pound,  as  compared 
with  about  1$  a  pound  at  present  for  the  crop  grown  from  seed.    Most  growers 
are  in  the  mood  to  sell  early,  rather- than  hold  their  onions  and  again  run  the 
risk  of  a  falling  market,    Prices  are  not  expected  to  average  as  high  as  those 
of  last  autumn,  and  dealers  are  not  likely  to  make  heavy  purchases  for  specula- 
tion. 

Beans  have  been  so  delayed  that  they  are  running  very  close  to  the 
frost  line  in  western  New  York,    The  wet  spring  and  cool  summer  were  not  favor- 
able to  the  crop,  and  early  prospects  have  been  very  materially  reduced.  This 
shrinkage  in  western  hew  York  is  in  common  with  conditions  in  the  other  impor- 
tant bean  States,  -  Michigan  and  Caiifornia.     It  is  said  that  at  least  two 
more  weeks  of  good  weather  will  be  required  to  mat-ore  the  New  York  crop.  Har- 
vesting has  barely  been  started  in  some  districts,  whereas  usually  it  is  pretty 
well  completed  by  this  time.    Much  interest  is  manifested  in  what  the  probable 
market  prices  will  be,  especially  with  the  greatly  reduced  crop  in  all  leading 
States,    The  carry-over  from  last  season  also  is  much  lighter  than  usual  in 
western  New  York.     Of  the  1923  crop  of  1,690,000  bushels,  it  is  reported  around 
Rochester  that  only  about  3O  carloads  remain  on  hand, 

Liberal  quantities  of  up-State  lettuce,  much  of  it  poor  to  ordinary  in 
quality,  were  reported  on  the  New  York  City  market.    Price  trends  were  down- 
ward.    Big  uoston  from  western  Lev;  York  sold  at  $1  -  $2,25  per  crate  the  close 
of  last  week#  and  shipments  from  Oswego  County  brought  75^  -  $2,00,  Orange 
County  lettuce  was  as  low  as  50^  -  $1.00,    Muckland  carrots  from  western  hew 
Y0rk  received  scant  attention.    Dealers  had  difficulty  in  realizing  more  than 
$1.00  per  sack  of  100  pounds.     Acme  tomatoes  from  Albany  County  brought  mostly 
$2.25  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York  City,  while  other  varieties  sold  at  $1,50, 
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9"b .     CHANC-E  O?  DAYS  FOR  S7I5ET  POTATO  REPORTS. 

Heretofore,  the  semi- weekly  reports  on  s^eet  potatoes  have  been  issued 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday.    Effective  this  week,  the  reports  for  the  early  part 
of  the  week  rere  changed  from  Tuesday  to  Monday,  as  most  markets  are  able 
to  obtain  mora  complete  price  information  on  Mondays  • 

10b .     CQ^IENDATIQI?  OF  MORS.  FOR  DAIRY  AID  POULTRY  PRODUCTS  DIVISION. 

L.  M.  Davis,  of  the  Division  of  Dairy  and  Foul try  Products,  recently 
sent  us  the  following  memorandum: 

"The  new  storage  reports,  which  were  inaugurated  by  the  Eureau 
e^.rly  in  the  spring,  are  being  issued  right  along  now  and  have  been  in 
operation  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  us  to  form  some  opinion  as 
to  the  value  which  the  trade  places  upon  them.    Several  of  the  local  repre- 
sentatives of  your  Division  are  cooperating  in  furnishing  us  with  reports 
covering  the  local  storages',  and  I  am  sure  if  these  offices  could  see  the 
favorable  comments  which  the  trade  tas  made  as  to  this  new  work  and  could 
also  see  how  the  figures  are  used  e-°ch  week  in  studying  current  trends,  they 
would  realize  that  the  reports  are  well  worth  while.    Vie  appreciate  your 
cooperation  very  much." 

.    PUBLICITY  FOR  MICHIGAN  gRAPE  SILIARY. 

The  "News-Palladium",  published  daily  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mietu, 
carried  in  a  recent  issue  a  two-column  review  of  the  1^23  Michigan  Crape 
Summary,  distributed  by  R«  H.  Shoemaker.    Important  passages  of  the  summary 
=  re  quoted  in  this  article  and  reference  is  made  to  the  Federal-State 
market  news  work  conducted  in  Michigan.    Mr,  Shoemaker  advises  that  the 
"News- Palladium"  is  circulated  by  special  delivery  to  most  of  the  grape 
growers  in  Berrien  and  Van  Bur en  counties. 


E.  W.  STILL  WELL . 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  STATIONS  OF  i^RICET  II^V.'S  SERVIC 


Mail 

i:  ii 

•st 

Probably 

STATIONS 

List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Bulle  tins 

Will 

Close 

FRESNO,  CALIF.** 

913 

c. 

E. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov. 

29 

Sequoia  Hotel 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 

sH6 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

P  O  t  E  tflPS 

J-    W    V          V  ^  W  fcJ 

AUg, 

4 

Oct, 

31 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Pears 

Aug. 

7 

Sept 

.  6 

Sept . 

16 

Sept 

.  30" 

Peaches* 

Aug. 

25 

Sept 

.  22* 

Apples 

I 

Sept , 

22 

Oct. 

31 

BMTOjS  HARBOR,  MICH*  ** 

S3  8 

R. 

H, 

Shoemaker 

Apples 

nUg. 

'JC  z . 

io 

Room  1,  Commercial  Blk. 

"pp  E  y  c  * 

Sept . 

Sept 

.  22* 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

13 

Oct. 

IS 

Onions 

Sept . 

20 

Oct . 

18 

Grape  s 

Sept . 

22 

Oct. 

IS 

Peache  3 

Sept . 

23 

Oct. 

11 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  MB. 

OtC 

u 
±1  • 

E. 

Rutland 

rOlatOcS 

Sept . 

12 

Apr . 

1 

Greenlaw  Block 

o  ir  uluiJMJL ,    (iiAb  H « 

847 

G. 

E . 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept . 

10 

friar . 

15 

424  Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHES TJiR,  K,  Y, 

&37 

1 

A  . 

I? 

*  z  ugn 

Pears 

Sept . 

15 

Nov , 

.8 

413  Triangle  Bldg. 

Celery 

Sept . 

15 

J  a  n . 

1U 

-Ci  |J  U  JL  C  fa 

Sept . 

18 

Apr. 

1 

Cabbage 

Sept . 

IS 

Mar. 

7 

Onions 

Sept . 

IS 

Feb. 

28 

Peaches 

Sept . 

22 

Oct. 

11 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

29 

Apr. 

1 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

H. 

Mosier 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

IS 

Apr . 

30 

Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 

S45 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr . 

30 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

MARTINSBURG,  ffi,  VA. 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

Apples 

! 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

31  . 

Room  9,  Court  House 

The  following  stations 

probably  will  open  on 

date  indicated: 

1 

ORLANDO,  FLA, 

-  i 
920  j 

Vil . 

H. 

Hall 

Citrus.-:  rt . 

Oct. 

20 



Apr . 

15 

GRaMD  RAPIDS,  MICH. 

S95iR. 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Potatoes  | 

Oct. 

20 

Apr . 

30 

| 

Apples  | 

OCt  : 

20 

Nov . 

•  15 

1 

Onions 

1 

Oct .' 

20 

Jan, 

31 

Reports  discontinued 


TEkP^RARY  aSSi^.--ENTS  ; 
G.  a.  DeHaven-in  Chicago  office.    R.  H.  Lamb  -  en  route  to  Chicago 
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j     INSPECTION  SEE v ICS  | 

lc.     31  TEE.  PIT  I  IT  OREGOi:  APPLES. 

H.  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  sent  the  following  information  in 
a.  letter  of  September  15:- 

M'Bitter  Pit  is  very  prevalent  in  the  apples  in  western  Oregon 
this  year.:    The  season  has  been  dry,  and  I  presume  the  blemish  will 
show  up  wherever  the  crop  was  dependent  upon  rainfall  or  where  the 
irrigation  water  was  deficient.     I  have  not  seen  any  of  the  irrigated 
apples" yet,  to  know  if  it  shows  in  them. 

"I  had  two  cars  of  Willamette  Valley  apples  the  other  day  that 
ran  about  20$  blemished  by  Sitter  Pit.     'The  owner  was  astonishod, when 
I  showed  it  to  him.     He  had  been  scolding  his  help  for  bruising  the 
fruit  and  would  hardly  believe  me,  when  I  told  him  it  was  a  condition 
■'.    of  the  fruit  itself. " 

2c.     MATURITY  OP  IDAHO  P5UI~3  , 

Having  observed  on  the  market  some  northwestern  prunes  which  showed  a 
reddish  color  instead  of  the  normal  dark  color  of  a  mature  prune  and  which, 
although  soft,  v/ere  decidedly  unpalatable,  Mr.  Samson  inquired  of  L,  G-.  Schultz 
the  basis  on  which  maturity  is  judged  at  shipping  points.     Mr.  Schultz'  reply 
of  September  19,  from  Eoise,  Idaho,  is  as  follows :- 

"With  regard  to  the  reddish  color,  will  say  that  we  have  consid- 
ered this  a  type  of  sunburn  and,  when  noticeable  at  all,  such  fruit  is 
barred  from  iTo.  1  grade. 

"Maturity  this  season  was  determined  by  cutting  the  prunes  and 
observing  the  color  of  the  flesh.     They  were  not  considered  sufficient- 
ly mature  for  shipment'   until  the  flesh  showed  a  color  turning  from 
•  green  to  light  golden  or  brown.     "re  found  that  such  prunes  were  edible 
and  would  ripen  properly.     I  do  not  believe  the  prunes  this  year  develop- 
ed the  usual  sugar  content,  and  this  probably  was  especially  true  in 
the  prune  showing  the  red  color,  due  to  sunburn. 

"The  prone  season,  as  a  whole,  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  and 
inspectors  have  had  a.  very  difficult  time  in  certifying  to  shipments. 
Our  greatest  trouble  was  with  shriveling  at  the  stem  end.     We  believe 
this  condition  due  to  the  extremely  hot,  dry  summer,  following  an  un- 
favorable spring,  when  the  trees  were  subjected  to  heavy  frosts.    Last  ' 
year,  you  will  remember,  the  trees  bore  an  extremely  heavy  crop,  which 
factor,  a.lso,  no  doubt  vveakened  them  this  year  to  some  extent. 

"Mr.  Fisher,  of  Wenatchee,  believes  that  the  shriveling    "  is  due 
to  excessive  transpiration  during  the  hot  weather,  when  the  trees  were 
unable  to  supply  sufficient  moisture  from  the  roots  and  were  compelled 
to  draw  upon  the  prune,  causing  the  break— down  at  the  stem  end. 

"The  Shriveling  of  the  prunes  could  be  noticed  in  many  -shards 
while  the  fruit  was  still  on  the  tree  and  was  not  due  to  over-ripeuo^s,  for, 
in  many  cases,  upon  cutting  them  they  were  still  green  and  very  sour. 

"Our  inspectors  were  instructed  to  throw  out  all  shriveled  prunes, 
However,  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  shew  shrivel  in  the  receiving 
markets,  as  several  boxes  were  placed  in  storage  for  tests.     In  many 
cases,  it  was  found  that,  in  48  hours,  a  decided  shrivel  had  develop- 
ed; so  it  was  easy  to  see  what  would  occur  in  a  week 1 s  time," 
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3c.    FLORIDA  CITRUS  CIRCULAR: 

Copies  of  the  tentative  Florida  citrus  circular  for  shipping-point  in- 
spectors are  "being  distributed  with  thajs  Division  Letter.    These  should  be 
studied  carefully  by  all  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  familiarizing  them- 
selves with  various  factors  of  quality  and  condition  which  will  come  up  in 
connection  with  receiving-point  inspections  and  reinspections  during  the 
coming  season.    This  shipping-point  inspection  work  will  be  based  on  the 
recommended  grades  for  Florida  citrus  which  should  be  studied  carefully  in 
connection  with  this  circular.    It  is  planned  to  furnish  receiving-point 
inspectors  with  specific  instructions  on  Florid?  grades  before  heavy  shipments 
begin  and  reinspections  arc  requested.    Full  details  will  be  given  in  the 
Division  Letter  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

!ta«    REPORTING-  EAXSITOjq  AND  RAJ&IMD  C-PuJES: 

There  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  among  shippers  and  inspectors 
for  some  time  regarding  the  possibility  of  "raisinlng11  of  grapes  in  transits 
Experiments  are  under  way  in  California  to  determine  the  possibility  of  this 
change  under  refrigerator-car  temperatures,    Mr.  Allewclt  reports  in  a  wire 
today  that  grapes  held  at  J>S°  show  material  increase  in  raisihing  in  one 
week.    Since  refrigerator-car  temperatures  are  rarely  this  low  during  transit, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  same  changes  would  take  place  to  r  more 
marked  degree  under  usual  transit  conditions,  especially  in  the  upper  layers 
of  a  load  where  temperatures  between  Uo°  and  50°  ^.rc  common* 

In  view  of  this  evidence  and  because  of  differences  reported  in  per- 
centages of  raisined  stock  at  shipping  -"lid  receiving  points,  inspectors  in 
rcceivinr  nrrkcts  in  the  future  arc  directed  to  report  r^isininc  -s  r  factor 
of  condition  and  no  reversals  of  shipping-point  certificates  will  be  made 
on  account  of  this  condition* 

For  the  information  of  receiving-point  inspectors  regarding  "raisined, " 
"raisining"  or  "wilted"  grapes,  the  following  quotation  from  p.  letter  of 
September  15  by  C*  77  „  Hauck  should  be  carefully  studied  and  should  serve  ps 
a  guide  in  certifying  this  difficult  point; 

"Arc  our  receiving-market  inspectors  employing  the  same  interpretation 
of  'raisined1  or  'raisining1  that  the  California  shipping-point  inspectors 
are  using?    The  service  here  does  not  consider  that  a  wilted  grape  ray  be 
called  a  raisin  until  it  Ins  begun  to  assume  the  characteristic  taste,  color 
and  form  of  ?.  raisin,  and  during  the  curing  process  prior  to  this  st^ge  these 
grapes  arc  called  wilted.    In  other  words,  three  stages  ~re  being  recognized: 
(1)  plump,  fresh  grapes;  (2)  wilted  grapes  which  have  just  begun  to  lose 
their  moisture  and  are  becoming  flabby  or  soft,  but  h^ve  not  yet  taken  on  the 
characteristic  color,  taste  or  form  of  the  product  known  commercially  as' 
raisins;  ~nd  (3)  all  grapes  which  have  become  completely  raisined  or  have 
progressed  fir  enough  in  the  curing  process  to  have  assumed  the  color,  taste, 
and  angular  outline  of  a  raisin* 

"To  quote  Ed*  Powell:     'Although  wilting  probably  constitutes  the 
first  st^gc  of  the  raisining  process,  a  berry  cannot  be  called  ?  raisin 
until  it  shows  unmistakably  the  characteristics  of  the  product  popularly 
known  as  a  raisin,  viz,  the  shriveled  skin,  angular  outline,  °nd  in  white 
grapes  the  change  of  color  to  a  purplish  brown*    In  bl~ck  grapes  the  shape 
of  the  berry  and  the  appearance  of  the  skin  will  h^.ve  to  govern,  as  the 
change  of  color  is  not  pronounced.  1  11 

(Continued  over) 
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Inspectors  should  explain  to  any  parties  who  irre/fjpratost  this  policy 
that-  it  has  "been  adopted  as  a:  result  of  careful  "experiment  s'  covering  this 
point  end  that  it  is  impossible  under  the  Roles  and- Regulations  to  make 
" ^inspections"  covering  factors  which  may  have  changed  since  the  previous 
inspection.        -  v    .      .  ' 

F.  G-.  ROBB, 
Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OF? ICS  ITQTZS: 

^..r.  Shermrn  is  spending  this  week  in  Chicago*    He  attended  a  meeting 
of  freight  claim  agents,  at  which  he  presented  the  possibilities  of  an 
extended  use  of  the  Inspection  Service  in  receiving  markets.    A  conference 
also  was  held  with  Minnesota  people  regarding  shipping-point  inspection  of 
potatoes  in  that  State;  this  matter  may  necessitate  >r,  Shcrinan,s  going  to 
Minneapolis  before  he  returns  to  Washington* 

F.  Um  Patton  modified  his  itinerary  so  as  to  include  Chicago*    He  spent 
Tuesday  in  that  city,  to  attend  the  conference- with  railroad  officials. 

After  a. day.  .or  two  in  the  7a shington  office,  ErS.  Conklin,  Jr.,  left 
with  Robert  Bier  on  Saturday  for  Florid-,    llr,  Conklin  will  again  be  in 
charge  of  the  standardization  work,  in    connection  with  shipping-point  in- 
spections in  Florida  this  season.    Orlando  likely  will  be  his  headquarters,  and 
"General  Delivery"  his  local  mail  address  for  the  present, 

Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  apples  are  being  inspected  at  shipping  points 
by  E.  S,  Branch,  of  the  Kansas  City  office,    His  headquarters  during  the 
next  month  will  be  Troy,  Kansas, 

PLEASE  1T0TE  that  the  Omaha,  office  is  closed  for  the  next  few  weeks,  R,N. 
Balster,  who  was  acting  in  charge,  has  gone  to  Kansas  City,  -here  he  will 
handle  the  local  inspections  while  I.'r.  Branch  is  absent  on  field  duty, 

H.  T*  Longino  is  on  leave  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas*  until  September 
27,    On  the  29th,  he  will  return  to  Houston  and  reopen  the  office  in  that 
city* 

B,  E,  Shaffer  has  now  gone  to  Michigan  to  nak'   investigations  regard- 
ing the  grading  of  grapes  at  shipping  points  in  that  territory, 

F.  E«  Hooper,  who  substituted  in  the  Boston  office  for  several  weeks, 
returned  recently  to  Hew  York  City,  rnd  will  assist  with  inspection  work 
there  until  Llr,  Bier  needs  him  in  Florida. 

The  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  office  of  the  :'arket  l7ews  Service  w^.s  not  closed 
on  September  20,  as  indicated  lest  week,  but  was  "continued  in  operation  until 
yesterday  on  account  of  the  continued  heavy  movement  of  salons •    This  delayed 
Mr.  Sutton*3~  departure  for  Grand  Junction  and  also  delayed  :.'.r.  Lamb's  depart- 
ure for  Chicago,  via  Denver, 
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OZjICh,  hCTLSi  (Continued; 

The  Inspectors'  Training  Class  in  Chicago  will  complete  its  work  early 
next  week,     &bout  October  1,  these  men  will  be  assigned  as  follows: 

L«        C,  Peirce  will  be  located  permanently  in  the  St.  Louis  office* 

S,  Mason  will  become  a  member  of  the  Hew  York  inspection  staff, 
J.  C.  Towns  end,  Jr.,  -  ill  return  to  Florida  on  shipping-point  work, 
iiif,  R,  hall  also  will  go  to  Orlando,  Fla, ,  to  issue  market  reports. 
T,  H,  Rail  and  P*        -^aden  will  remain  for  the  present  in  Chicago* 
<J.  '<>',  L-oward  and       tf,  Winfrey  have  not  yet  been  given  assignments* 

h,  S,  Stiles  is  again  on  duty  in  the  Boston  office,  after  his  recent 
vacation,     J,  D,  jEvers  has  now  started  on  his  year's  furlough, 

G-.        DeHaven,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the 
Sews  Service,  will  take  the  remainder  of  his  annual  leave  nest  week,  and  then 
proceed  to  Florida,  where  he  will  again  assist  with  inspection  work, 

Fiss  Cecelia  Faiy  iias  returned  to  her  position  in  the  Rochester  office, 
Miss  Laly  assists  with  the  market  news  work  in  that  city  each  season.  Miss 
Folly  Feitman,  who  has  been  in  the  Los  tingeles  office  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  start  a  three  months'  furlough  on  October  1, 

"That  old  straw  hat  i&  passe  this  morn."         &,  iiason,of  the  Chicago 
staff,  recently  learned  this  through  experience,     Associates  in  the  Chicago 
office  reminded  Mr,  iviason  in  due  time,  but  it  seems  that  he  did  not  take  reed, 
Therefore,  when  Mr,  Mason  disobeyed  the  rules  of  Old  Man  Fashion  on  the  morn- 
ing of  September  lb,  he  had  a  perfectly  good  straw  hat,  that  could  have  been 
carried  over  for  service  in  1925  and  1§26,  smashed  beyond  recognition.     It  is 
rumored  that  Messrs,  ^aynard  and  Howard  were  the  chief  culprits,    Hard  luck, 
ivir,  i.«ason,  hard  luckj    Reports  do  not  state  what  happened  to  hlaynard  and  Fowari 

Following  his  return  to  Trenton,  F,  J,,  .-m.  3,  uewis  proceeded  later  to 
Indianapolis,  lnd. ,  and  can  be  reached  in  care  01  B.i  E,  how  ell,  at  our  Indiana- 
polis office,  until  October  1.      Mr,  Lewis  finds  more  interest  in  the  grades 
for  cannery  tomatoes  in  Indiana  than  elsewhere,  and  will  hold  conferences  with 
interested  parties  at  Purdue  University, 


n«rvC»  Famworth  has  advised  that  mail  for  the  Orlando  office  can  be 
addressed  to  F,  0,  Box  1SS,  Orlando,  Fia. 
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1&-    POTATO  SITUATION  IN  T~lSC0NSIU.. 

In  a  letter  of  September  25,  V7.  H.  Mosier  gives  the  folio-Ting  informatio 

regarding  Wisconsin  potatoes :- 

11 1  have  never  seen  a  "better  prospect  for  potatoes  in  this  part 
of  the  country.    As  you  know,  I  made  a  trip  through  the  ncre  important 
producing  sections  of  the  State,  and  the  quality  of  the  stock  is  very 
high  indeed.     The  chief  factor  contributing  toward  this  end  has  been 
the  unusually  cool  summer  and  heavy  rainfall.    Growers  tell  me  that 
there  has  been  practically  no  real  -arm  weather  through  Wisconsin  fcnxs 
summer,  while  the  rainfall  has  been  far  above  normal.    This  seems ^ rather 
strange,  when  all  reports  from  our  men  in  the  Southwest  and  West  indi- 
cate more  or  less  of  a  drouth  in  those  regions. 

"Due  to  weather  conditions  already  mentioned,  the  ''isconsin 
season  is  from  two  to  four  ^eeks  late.     The  potatoes  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  State  are  still  green  and  growing,  while  the  vines  in  the 
northern  half  were  killed  by  frost  about  the  middle  of  September.  The 
yield,  however,  was  not  materially  reduced,  as  the  tubers  had  almost  made 
their  full  growth,    Digging  has  started  in  a  limited  way,  although 
this  operation  has  been  retarded  by  wet  fields.    Yields  are  reported 
anywhere  from  150  to  250  bushels  per  acre,  and  personally  I  think  the 
average  may  reach  almost  200.    The  stock  is  practically  free  from 
scab  and  other  defects,  comparatively  smooth  and  of  good.  size.  Some 
late  blight  has  been  reported  from  low  lying  fields,  but  just  how 
serious  this  disease  will  become  cannot  be  determined  at  this  early 
date. 

-    "Notwithstanding  the  splendid  quality  of  the  stock,  the  mar- 
ket is  practically  at  a  standstill.    Shipments  from  the  State  are 
averaging  about  30  cars  per  day,  as  compared  with  almost  twice  that 
many  at  this  time  last  season.     The  market  at  Antigo  s carted  at  $1.10 
•to  the  growers  for  round  whites  and  promptly  declined  to  5c^t  which 
is  the  prevailing  price  all  over  the  State  today.    Of  course  the 
growers  are  not  inclined  to  haul  at  this  figure,  feeling  that  there 
must  be  an  advance  in  the  near  future.     It  looks  as  though  peak 
of  the  movement  would  be  some-hat  later  than  usual  this  season  11 

2a.     In  "CHOPS  mTD  1.JAMETS'1  FOR  SSPTK.3EP  27;. 

Page  19S  -  Special  paragraphs  on  potatoes  in  weekly  review* 

-  Condition  of  Colorado  bean  crop,  (filler) 
193  -  New  York  Expects  Good  Crane  Season,  (based  on  clipping 

from  A.  S,  Prugh) 
200  -  Colorado  Potatoes  iloving,  -  by  H.  H.  Lamb. 

-  E00&  Biver  -  White  "Salmon  Apple  Prospepts  Good,  -  by  G 
20S  -  Foreign  Market  Prospects  for  American  Apples. 

(Page  U5I) 
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1      pakipp  p.p.s  su-Vice  [ 

lb .     pxcplpppt        p ppo;_  p^plp  setoms  i:t  H^thuist . 

Writing  under  date  of  September  27,  G,  S.  Prince  advives  that  the 
number  of  Northwestern  apple  shippers  forwarding  copies  of  their  account  sale? 
and  reporting  sales  in  other  ways  is  larger  than  ever  before,  and  only  a  few 
minor  factors  are  failing  to  cooperate,    Reports  also  arc  rendered  more  promptly 
thus  making  it  possible  to  have  an  f ,o,b„  report  for  publication  in  our  bulletin 
which  is  more  nearly  up-to-date  than  where  reports  of  sales  to  Spokane  lag 
behind. 

To  the  time  of  £rQ  Prince's  writing,  sales  on  approximately  6,300  cars 
had  been  reported  to  the  Spokane  office.     Since  commercial  estimates  indicate 
that  total  shipments  from  Washington,  Sdaho  and  Oregon  will  not  be  more  than 
30,000  cars,  this  means  that  at  least  20$  cf  the  crop  already  has  changed 
ownership  at  least  once. 

2b .  MIMSOgRAglJ P.PTC-ILS  DEVELOP  .  -  , 

Mmeograph  stencils  have  recently  been  developed  which  do  not  require 
moistening  with  Permax  or  similar  liquid,    The  Ar3,  Dick  Company  has  placed 
on  the  market  a  temeotype"  stencil,  which  has  teen  tested  in  several  of  our 
offices  with  satisfactory  results*    They  cost  $'5«*40  per  quire,  as  compared  witi 
v3.15  psr  quire  for  the  Derma  type  stencils*    They  axe  now  on  contract  and  will 
be  furnished  upon  request,     It  is  suggested  that  those  of  our  offices  which 
nave  not  tried  the  Pimootype  stencils  request  a  quire  for  trial.    The  long 
stencils  are  known  as  nhimectype  Bfe,  960, 11 

In  using  the  new  Mimeotype  stencils,  which  resemble  the  Dcrmatype 
stencils  in  appearance,  no  moistening  is  required.    However,  a  thin  fibrous 
sheet  is  inserted  between  the  "stencil  and  the  backing,    A  supply  of  these  inser 
sheets  is  furnished  with  each  quire  of  stencils,    when  the  Mimeotype  stencil  is 
used,  care  should  be  taken  that: the  typewriter  is  perfectly  clean,  and  particu- 
larly free  from  Dermax.     It  is  not  necessary  to  strike  the  keys  of  the  typewrit 
er  with  as  much  force  as  when  using  the  Dcrmatype  stencil,    3y  striking  the  P.:" 
too  hard  or  using  too  hard  a  platen,  the  o!s  and  e*s  are  likely  to  be  cut  out, 
It  may  he  necessary  to  clean  the  type  more  frequently  than  customary,  In 
ofxices  where  the  new  IPimeotype  stencils  are  adopted,  copper  wire  brushes  will 
be  furnished  if  desired,  in  place  of  the  ordinary  typewriter  brushes,  as  they 
are  more  efficient, 

'»e  shall  be  glad  to  have  reports  from  all  offices  using  the  new 
Mimeotype  stencils.     It  is  believed  that  a  reduction  in  cost  of  overhauling 
stencil  typewriters,  as  well  as  a  saving  in  the  price  of  Dermax  and  incident 
unpleasant  handling  of  the  liquid,  will  make  the  use  of  these  new  stencils 
economical,     we  want  to  find  out„ 

3b,    ^SASUPING-  'THE  cELQrTJPPRpT . 

»m  P*  Esdden  and  life, than  Cherniack  are  authors  of  a  mimeographed  pre- 
liminary report  on  "Measuring  the  Melon  Markets"    This  comprehensive  study  of 
-;hf  ^  Y°-k  City  watermelon  situation  comprises  2k  pages  and  is  admirably 
illustrated  with  five  multigraphed  charts  or  graphs,  treating  of  the  melon 
supply  and  prices, 
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•Ub.    RECORD  OF  SERVICES  I  OH  SEPTEMBER. 

The  351  services  over  the  leased  wire  during  September  is  the  largest 
number  of  which  we  have  any  record,  -  63  raofe  than  the  total  for  August.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  very  large  figure  can  be  materially  reduced  during 
October . 

»Ve  realize  that  the  market  wires  are  written  under  high  pressure,  but 
the  telegrapher  cannot  send  as  rapidly  as  the  reports  are  being  prepared,  and 
there  should  always  be  an  opportunity  to  check  part  of  the  market  reports 
before  they  are  placed  on  the  wire .     wires  which  have  been  sent  should  be 
checked  as  soon  as  possible,  and  "voluntary  corrections,"  which  are  not  counted 
as  services,  prepared  for  anything  which  is  incorrect. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  new  heading  is  included  in  the  classification 
for  this  month:  "Unanswered  Services."    Every  service  should  be  answered 
promptly.     It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  telegrapher  to  ask  the  man  in  charge 
of  the  office,  if  necessary,  for  replies  to. services,  if  they  are  not 
answered  within  half  an  hour  of  receipt.     If  the  man  in  charge  is  not  in  the 
office  and  no  one  there  cen  answer  the  service,   Washington  should  be  notified 
of  the  probable  time  of  _:is  return,  so  we  can  know  whether  or  not    to  hold  up 
a  serviced  report  for  a  reply. 
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*  Including  St.  Paul.     **  including  Dallas. 

NOTE:  Not  included  in  table  of  Services. 


5b .'  •  APPLE  i,0VEraENJ  IRQi,  i-aEiTINSSURC-  DISTRICT . 

In  hisf  .o.b,  wire  this,  morning,  P.  H.  Scruggs,  of  the  !•  art  ins  burg,  W.  Va. , 
office  says:  "Total  shipments  from  this  'entire  section  through  September 
approximately  ktfo  of  last  season's  shipments  during  same  period.    Crimes  and  Stay- 
mans  fairly  heavy  crop;  Jonathans, York  Imperials  and  Ben  Davis  very  light." 
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6b.     CUBA  A  HEAVY  3UY3K  OF  TIDSHaTER  POTATOES. 

An  interesting  newspaper  clipping,  just  received -from  J.  G-,  Scott,  of 
the  Philadelphia  office,  tells  of  the  movement  of  Virginia  potatoes  to  Cuba:- 

"Thousands  of  barrels  of  Irish  potatoes  arc  being  shipped  from 
Norfolk  to  Cuba.    There  have  been  shipped  already  approximately  25,000 
barrels  and  there  are  considerably  more  to  go  as  soon  as  vessels  bound  j 
that  way  stop  here  to  be  loaded. 

"Hie  American  steamer  •Lunsomo1  and  the  British  steamers  'Lady 
Brenda1  and  'Pinar  Del  Eio,  '  sailed  Llonday  with  approximately  15,000 
barrels  of  Eastern  Shore  and  Norfolk  potatoes  on  board.    The  three 
shipments,  all  leaving  this  port  at  about  the  same  time,  arc  the 
largest  that  ever  went  out  of  here  simultaneously. 

"Cuba  purchased  large  quantities  of  seed  potatoes  from  foaine 
last "fall  and  it  was  believed  that  an  unusually  large  crop  would  be 
produced  by  the  Southern  Republic  this  year.     The  predicted  crops  must 
not  have  come  up  to  expectations,  however,  because  Cuba  is  buying  more 
potatoes  from  Norfolk  this  year  than  last  year. 

"It  is  said  that  something  like  Uo.OOO  to  50,000  barrels  of 
Virginia  potatoes  will  be  shipped  to  Havana  and  other  Cuban  ports 
before  the  present  season  closes, 

"Eastern  Shore  potatoes  also  are  being  shipped  to  northern  mar- 
kets in  large  qtiantities.     Several  hundred  barrels  were  loaded  on  a 
Washington-bound  steamer  at  Old  Point  a  fc".T  nights  ago,  and  thousands 
of  barrels  are  being  shipped  to  Hew  York  on  Old  Dominion  steamers 
every  day." 

Another  clipping  gives  more  definite  information  regarding  the  rumor  that 
Eastern  Shore  potato  growers  likely  will  plant  some  of  their  acreage  to  cotton. 
It  appears  that  experimental  plantings  are  certain  to  be  made  by  a  considerable 
number  of  growers,  to  see  whether  or  not  cotton  production  will  be  successful. 

To*     CKAI'GES  RELATING  TO  ST.  PAUL  1ARKST  REPORTS. 

Because  practically  no  market  or  field  stations  are  at  present  using  the 
St,  Paul  market  reports,  it  has  been  decided  to  stop  sending  the  reports  for 
that  city  over  the  leased  wire.    The  Minneapolis  representative  will  continue 
to  obtain  St,  Paul  receipts,  prices,  etc,,  for  use  in  the  local  bulletins  as 
frequently  as  possible, 

8b,     ADDITIONAL  PUBLICITY  EQR  SPECIAL  ARTICLES. 

The  entire  article  covering  distribution  of  C-corgia  peaches  this  season, 
written  by  V.  D.  Callanan  and  reprinted  in  part  in  the  D,L.  for  September  19, 
was  published  in  the  September  27  issue  of  the  Hew  York  Produce  TIews.  This 
story  likely  will  appear  in  other  trade  papers  to  which  it  was  sent,  as  The 
Georgia  Peach  magazine,  for  which  it  was  originally  prepared,  has  discontinued 
publication  until  next  spring. 

In  the  Rochester  market  report  for  last  Saturday,  A.  E,  Prugh  reprinted 
G-.  E.  Prince's  excellent  article  on  the  Vcnatchco  Valley  Apple  Situation,  which 
was  published  in  "Crops  and  Larkcts"  for  September  20,    page  ISk,  This  is  a 
plan  worth  following  by  other  field  stations  particularly,  as  it  places  in  the 
hands  of  a  lot  of  interested  growers  and  shippers  valuable  material  that  is 
released  only  through  "Crops  and  Markets."    The  SO, 000  or  more  voluntary  crop 
reporters  now  regularly  receive  only  the  Loathly  Supplements  to  "Crops  and  Mar* 
kets,"  unless  they  subscribe  to  the  weekly  issues., 

",  STiLij.iELL , 

Specialist  in  I.iarkct  News, 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD 

STAT  I 

:ons 

OF 

MARKET  NE\7S  SERVICE 

Hail 

Fir 

st 

Probably 

STATIONS 

List 

In 

Bulle 

tins 

Will 

Close 

FRESNO,  CALIF,  ** 

919 

C. 

E, 

Scliultz 

Gra/pes 

July  25 

Nov. 

29 

Sequoia.  Hotel 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO, 

R, 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

Aug. 

UC  b  » 

J* 

Chamber  of  Commerce  . 

jr  ears 

Aug, 

7 

Sept, 

6 

• 

it 

Sept, 

16 

Oct. 

k 

Peaches* 

Aug, 

25 

Sept* 

22* 

Apples 

Sept, 

22 

Oct. 

31 

BESTOI  HARBOR,  HICH.  ** 

R, 

H, 

Shoemaker 

Apples 

Aug, 

30 

Oct, 

is 

Room  1,  Commercial  Blk, 

Pears 

Sept, 

5 

UCX  a 

u 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

13 

Oct, 

18  . 

Onions 

Sept, 

20 

Oct. 

IS 

Grapes 

Sept. 

22 

UCXi , 

lo 

Peaches 

Sept, 

23 

Oct, 

11 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  L£Ef 

8H2 

H. 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

12 

A--n-v» 

Apr. 

1 

1 

Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

8U7 

G, 

s. 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept. 

10 

Liar . 

15 

k2k  Federal  Bldg, 

ROCHESTER,  N..Y,. 

537 

A. 

E. 

Prugh  . 

Pears 

Sept, 

15 

Nov, 

8 

i+13  Triangle  Bldg, 

Celery 

Sept. 

15 

Jan. 

10 

Apples 

Sept. 

18 

Apr, 

1 

.Cabbage 

Sept. 

18 

Har. 

7 

Onions 

Sept, 

18 

Feb, 

28 

Peaches 

Sept. 

22 

Oct, 

Ji. 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

29 

Apr, 

1 

WAUPACA,  WIS.  ** 

S9U 

W, 

H, 

Hosier 

Potatoes 

Sept, 

IS 

Apr, 

30 

Court  -"-House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO  • 

G. 

D, 

Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept. 22 

Apr , 

30 

230  Federal  Bldg, 

I.ARTINSBURG,  \7£  VA, 

F, 

H, 

Scruggs 

.Apples 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

31 

Room  9  »  Court  House 

i 

The  following  stations  1 

orobably  will  or>en  on  < 

iate  indicated? 

ORLANDO,  FLA.  ** 

.  920 

w* 

H. 

Hall 

CitrusErt 

Oct. 

20 

Apr. 

15 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH,  ** 

895 

R. 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

20 

Apr, 

30 

Apples 

Oct. 

20 

Nov, 

15 

1 

Onions 

Oct, 

20 

Jan. 

31 

**  S  tate  Department  cooperating,  *Reports  discontinued, 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS: 
»  R,  H,  Lamb-  in  Chicago  office. 


^56  Division  Letter,  October  3,-19^- 


INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc  .    HOLLANDER  CAB3AG2  IIT  WISCONSIN, 

Certain  shippers  in  Wisconsin  object  to  having  Hollander  cabbage 
called  Danish  and  insist  that  the  variety  they  gro-  is  not  real  Danish. 
The  easiest  ray  to  avoid  useless  discussion  of  this  point  is  to  call  all 
Wisconsin  cabbage  of  this  tyne  " Hollander."    New  York  cabbage  of  the  sane 
type,  of  course,-  should  be  called  Danish.     If  this  policy  is  followed,  re- 
ceivers cannot  use  our  certificates  as  evidence  that  they  have  received 
a  different  variety  of  cabbage  than  they  ordered. 

The  next  two  items  were  submitted  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Rose,  Pathologist,  B.P.I. : 

2c.    FREEZING-  I-yJUHY  IIT  APPLES. 

There  is  now  appearing  in  apples  on  the  market  a  condition  which 
somewhat  resembles  apple  rust  but  is  actually  due  to  injury  by  freezing 
when  the  apples  were  small.    Affected  portions  are  found  at  the  blossom- 
end  of  the  fruit  in  the  form  of  hard,  green,   slightly- sunken  areas.  The 
surface  of  such  areas  is  sometimes  shriveled  but  never  shows  the  pustules 
characteristic  of  apple  rust.    Affected  specimens 'are  nearly  always  dis- 
torted at  the  blossom-end  and  the  larger  the  green  area  the  greater  the 
distortion . 

Cross-  and  longi- sections  show  a  blotchy  or  streaked  browning,  half 
an  inch  deep  or  more  in  the  flesh  underlying  the  green  areas*  ■ 

The  only  variety  so  far  observed  by  the  writer  as  showing  this  in- 
jury is  Delicious;  it  is  kno-n,  however, *  that  other  varieties  sometimes  are 
affected. 

3c .    FRUIT-SPQT  OP  APFLES,  • 

Attention  of  inspectors  is  called  to  the  fact  that  fruit-spot  of 
apples  can  be  recognized  best  by  removing  the  spots  with  the  thinnest 
possible  paring.    There  will  then  be  seen  the  speckled  appearance  which 
is  characteristic  of  this  disease,  but  it  -ill  sho1"  up  much  more  dis- 
tinctly than  in  spots  left  in  the  natural  unpared  condition.    The  specks 
are  easily  visible  to  a  good  pair  of  eyes  but  come  out  more  clearly,  of 
course,  if  a  hand'   lens  is  used. 

kc  ,     INSPECTORS  '  CQITEREITCZS  . 

It  is-  expected  to  hold  a  number  of  small  conferences  of  inspectors 
during  the  latter  part  of  October,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  fam-  # 
iliarizmg  all  receiving-point  men  "-ith  details  of  Florida  citrus  grades. 
rfe  plan  to  inspect  the  entire  tonnage  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange 
during  the  coming  season  and  feel  very  sure  that  there  T'7ill  be  many  protests 
and  requests  for  reinspec tions  in  receiving  markets,    The  grades  for  Florida 
citrus  have  been  promulgated  since  most  of  out  inspectors  entered  the  service, 
and  so  they  have  not  had  the  instruction  which,  is  necessary  in  order  to  be 
sure  that  they  are  applying  these  grades  in  the  same  -ay  they  were  applied 
at  shipping  points.    Conferences  probably  will  be  held  in  Washington,  New  York, 
Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans.    S.  E,    Conklin,Jr,f  is  now 
collecting  samples  of  citrus  fruit  to  show  the  various  factors  of  grade  and 
will  carry  these  samples  with  him  from  place  to  place,  as  the  conferences 
progress,    Full  details  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 


"F,  G-#  ROBB,  Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  returned  to  the  Washington  office  this  morning,  after  his 
recent  trip  to  Chicago  and  Minneapolis. 

Mr.  Robb  spent  Wednesday  in  New  York  City.    He  discussed  the  application 
of  the  grape  grades  and  assisted  inspectors ■  in  examining  a  few  cars  of  western 
grapes.    Mr.  Robb  also  made  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  conferences  of 
inspectors  whi'ch  are  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  D.  L. 

Mr.  Samson  accompanied  Mr.  Robb  on  the  New  York  trip  and  remained  over 
until  Saturday.    Ke  also  studied  the  application  of  the  grades  for  grapes  in 
actual  inspections  of  this  fruit,  and  looked  into  matters  related  to  the 
marketing  of  citrus  fruits. 

H:  A.  Spil'man  was  in  Harrisburg  on  Tuesday,  attending  ths  annual  con- 
ference of  weights  and  measures  officials  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
discussed  "Standard  Container  Laws  from  the  Federal  Official's  Viewpoint ." 

Robert  W.  Davis,  whose  appointment  was  mentioned  in  the  Office  Notes 
for  August  22,  has  now  reported  for  duty  in  Mr.  Spilman's  section.    Mr.  Davis 
formerly  was  employed  in  the  Bureau  of  Fublic  Roads. 

Leaving  "Washington  next  Tuesday  night,  both  Mr.  Spilman  and  Mr.  Davis 
will  go  to  Chicago  for  the  annual  convention  of  the  National  Basket  and  Fruit 
Package  iaanufacturers  1  Association,  to  be  held  in  that  city  October  S  and  9. 

F.  E.  Hooper  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  on  Monday,  en  route  from 
New  York  City  to  Florida.    He  stopped  at' Macon,  Ga . ,  and  drove  one  of  the  in- 
spection automobiles  from  there  to  Florida,  in  which  State  Mr.  Hooper  will 
assist  with  shipping-point  inspection  work  this  season. 

G.  R.  warren,  who  recently  went  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  City,  also 
was  a  visitor  in  the  Washington  office  this  :reek.    He  is  driving  by  automobile 
all  the  way  to  Florida,  where  he  too  will  help  with  the  inspections  at  shipping 
points. 

Another  inspector  who  ¥/ill  pick  up  one  of  the  automobiles  at  i:aco:i  is 
J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr.  Ke  will  start  from  Chicago  within  a  few  days  and  return 
to  Florida,  via  macon,  reaching  Florida  around  October  10. 

C.  H.  Behnke,  who  ha-s  been  supervising  the  inspection  work  in  western 
New  York,  will  return  to  New  York  City  by  the  end  of  this  week,  and  have  an  .  . 
operation  for  the  removal  of  his  tonsils  before  proceeding  to  ilorida,  to  help 
with  the  shipping-p-oint  service  in  that  territory. 

., .  V.  .Stephens  has  gone  from  the  Now  York  of  1  ice  to  Rochester,  where  he 
will  take  over  the  work  formerly  handled  by  i&r.  Behnke.    He  can  be  reached  at 
U09  Triangle  Bldg . 

J.  B.  aright  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  San  Pedro,  Calif., 
after 'having  substituted  for  Walter  Kingsbury,  Navy  Inspector  at  San  Diego. 
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OFFICE  DOTES:  (Continued) 

Miss  Ella  Mae  Martin,  clerk-typist  in  the  Atlanta  office,  visited  the 
Washington  office  on  Tuesday,    Miss  Martin  is  on  her  annual  vacation. 

E.  R.  Pailthorp,  of  Mr,  Samson's  project;  G-.  B.  Fiske,  of  the  publicity 
section,  and  Mr.  Wilcox,  photographer,  will  leave  early  next  week  for  the 
apple  shipping  sections  of  western  Maryland  and  Virginia,  eastern  West  Virginia 
and  southern  Pennsylvania.     Ehey  will  make  a  study  of  the  barrel-apple 
industry  and  will  obtain  a  number  of  photographs  for  use  in  preparation  of 
bulletins.     This  trip  may  require  a  week  or  ten  days'  time. 

Following  his  recent  trip  to  Indiana,  in  the  interest  of  grades  for 
cannery  tomatoes,  W.E.  Lewis  returned  to  his  desk  in  Washington  this  morning. 

After  his  three  months1  furlough,  H.  V,  DeMott,  auditor  for  the  Domestic 
Wool  Section,  is  again  on  duty  in  Washington. 

Miss-  Soma  L,  McKernan,  who  has  been  assisting  with  the  records  of  ship- 
ping-point inspection  certificates  in  Mr.  Robb's  section,  went  on  leave  yester- 
day at  her  home  in  Reynolds vi lie,  Pa.,  and  then  will  become  cleric-typist  in  the 
Boston  joint  office. 

In  order  that  R,  M.  Peterson  may  take  the  remainder  of  his  vacation, 
J,  W.  Howard  will  go  on  Sunday  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis,  to  assist  in  that 
office  for  about  ten  days. 

Manley  Stockton,  formerly  connected  with  our  Grades  and  Standards  project 
but  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  with  headquarters 
at  DeLand,  Fla. ,  visited  friends  in  the.  Washington  office  this  week.    Mr.  Stock- 
ton is  especially  interested  in  the  Federal-State  inspection  service  in  Florida, 
because  the  crop  insurance  contracts  which  he  places  so  widely  are  based  partly 
on  the  federal  grade  specifications  and  inspections. 

Sympathy  is  expressed  for  Mrs.  Lillian  V.  Walsh  in  the  death  of  her 
father,  which  occurred;  at  Petersburg,  W,  Va. ,  on  Wednesday,  Mrs.  Walsh  is 
absent  from  Mr.  Clay's  section  to  attend  the  funeral  services. 

Washington  employees  are  deeply  interested  in  the  World  Series  baseball 
games  to  be  played  here  between  the  Washington  teem  and  New  York  Giants,  starting 
this  Saturday, 

No  grape  market  report  was  issued  at  Fresno,  Calif. ,  on  Thursday,  be- 
cause of  the  general  holiday  in  observance  of  "Raisin  Day." 

John  D.  Snow  is  making  a  trip  to  the  San  Luis  Valley  potato  points  over 
this  week-erd.     He  will  return  to  Denver  "ay  Monday.     He  plans  to  visit  the 
western  Nebraska  potato  districts  between  October  11  and  13.     These  trips 
are  in  the  interest  of  the  market  reports  issued  from  the  Denver  office  and 
distributed  to  potato  growers  and  shippers  throughout  Colorado  and  Nebraska. 
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OFFICE  FOTFS:  (Continued) 

R.  S.  Lumbard,  ox  tlie  Kansas  City  office,  made  a  short  trip  this  week 
to  Laurence  and  Topeka,  Eans#,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
needed  in  his  sianmary  of  the  Kaw  Valley  potato  deal. 

R.  H*  Lamb  stopped  at  the  Denver  office  on  Wednesday,  en  route  to 
Chicago,  '.There  he  will  take  over  the  market  reporting  work:  formerly  handled 
by  T7.  H,  Hall, 

"~ord  from  ~,  F«  Allewelt's  office,  at  Sacramento,  indicates  that  the  co 
ao'erative  inspectors  in  California  are  no-  located  as  follows 

F.  C*  Cadwallader  and  Hi  F.  Larson,  2S5  "'."kolesale  Terminal  Building, 

E*  H.  Hutting,  523  Fourth  St,,  Santa  F.osa.  y  Los  Angeles* 

Z.  J.  Powell,  Hull  Building,  Sacramento- 

H.  Y~.  Peterson  and  C.  S»  hin^ood,  211J  Inyo  StM  Fresno. 

SFmuel  Preston,   temporarily  at  201  Bank  of  Italy  31dg.,  San  Jose. 

C.  H,  Beasley  is  still  at  ""httsoirviile, 

S.  S.  Piogers  is  at  headquarters,  Sacramento. 

ALL  INSPECTORS  have  "been  sent  copies  of  the  recently-revised  grades 
for  Cabbage,  effective  October  I.    These  new  grades  also  ^ei-e  widely  dis- 
tributed to  cabbage  growers  and  shippers  and  the  trade. 

COIiFiZCTIQIT:    F,  S.  ICinsey  has  called  attention  to  a  shortage  in  the 
report  of  inspections  made  at  hississippi  shipping  points  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June,  I92U.    On  page  kQ$  0f  the  D.  L.  for  §ept.  5,  Mississippi 
should  be  changed  from  1709  to  IS 5 6  inspections,  and  all  totals  corrected 
accordingly. 

John  D»  Snob's  residence  address  and  telephone  number  in  Denver  have 
been  changed  to;-  735  Pennsylvania  Street,  Apt.  6;  phone  South 
Please  ma&e  this  correction  on  your  :  a rice t  Station  Address  List,  dated  July  25 
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DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  5.  NO.  Hi 
October  10,  1Q2U 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la.    HEAVY  RECEIPTS  -BY  TRUCK  III  LOS  ANGELES. 

Unusually  interesting  data  are  presented  in  the  following  letter  of 
September  29,  from  H.  A,  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office :- 

"Perhaps  you  will  recall  my  statement  that  truck  receipts  on  this 
market  would  exceed  receipts  by  rail  on  many  commodities,    I  am  in  re- 
ceipt of  s:  report  made  by  Harold  L,  Pomeroy,  Horticultural  Commissioner 
for  Kern  County,  giving  the  details  of  the  operation  of  an  inspection 
station  maintained  at  Lebec,  on  the  Ridge  Route  road,  leading  to  Los  An- 
geles.   This  station  was  maintained  to  prevent  the  movement  of  immature 
grapes  from  Kern  County,  but  incidentally  the  records  bring  out  some 
very  interesting  facts, 

"This  station  was  operated  day  and  night  for  a  two-weeks'  period, 
July  23  to  August  5  inclusive,  and  inspected  UoU  trucks,  loaded  with 
107 » 330  lug3  of  grapes,  or  an  average  daily  movement  of  29  trucks, 
hauling  approximately  eight  carloads  of  grapes  per  day,    Cur  records 
show  that  from  July  2k  bo  August  S  inclusive,  only  eight  carloads  of 
grapes  were  received  in  this  market  by  rail,  indicating  that  the  move- 
ment by  truck  was  fourteen  times  heavier  than  the  rail  movement, 

"Another  interesting  feature  was  that,  of  the  total  of  UoU  trucks, 
310  came  from  Kern  County  points,  5H  from  Tulare  County  points,  33  from 
Fresno  County,  and  7  from  other  counties*    Wo  inspection  was  made  of 
other  fruits  or  vegetables  and  consequently  no  record  was  kept  of  the 
volume  of  movement  other  than  grapes , 

"When  you  consider  that  the  Ridge  Route  is  only  one  of  five 
major  highways  leading  into  Los  Angeles,  it  is  evident  that  the  movement 
to  this  market  by  truck  must  be  of  tremendous  importance.    The  fact  that 
33  trucks  came  from  Fresno  County,  was  somewhat  surprising,  for  the  city 
of  Fresno  is  2^1  milestfrom  Los  Angeles,  indicating  a  longer  haul  than  is 
generally  considered  profitable ,    It  is  likely  that  the  truck  movement 
this  year  is  proportionately  heavier  than  in  normal  years,  for  the 
reason  that  depression  in  building  trades  has  temporarily  thrown  many 
independent  truckers  out  of  employment.    These  people  have  turned  to 
the  transportation  of  perishables  and  are  generally  willing  to  haul  at 
slightly  lower  '  rates  than  the  big  truck  companies.    It  would  be 

extremely  interesting  if  the  complete  record  of  the  movement  by  truck  coul 
be  secured,  but,  of  course,  it  is  impossible  except  in  scattered  in- 
stances, such  as  the  one  cited.    It  may  be  said  that  practically  this 
entire  truck  movement. of  the  Ridge  came  to  Los  Angeles,  since  it  was 
not  likely  that  over  one  or  two  per  cent  went  to  the  smaller  towns." 

2a.    SPECIAL  STATISTICS  PIT  CITRUS  FRUITS. 

The  September  17  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  contains  14  pages 
of  statistical  and  other  matter,  relating  to  American  export  trade  in  citrus 
fruits  and  the  citrus  industry  in  various  foreign  countries,  Complete  sta- 
tistics are  given  on  exports,  and  ^imxjrts  of  these  products. 
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3a .    BUREAU  OF  C  HEM  IS  THY  FIELD  OFFICES  . 

Inspectors  and  market  news  men  occasionally  re  aeive  inquiries  as  to  the 
regulations  governing  the  markings  of  the  quantity  of  the  contents  on  packages 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,      These  regulations  are  issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  Chemistry  under  the  Net  Weight  .Amendment  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and 
such  inquiries  should  be  referred  to  the  nearest  office  of  that  Bureau,  A 
list  of  these  offices  is  given  below:  ' 

FIELD  0RGAJJXZA.TI0N  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  CHEMISTRY  ENGAGED  IN  THE 
mSOmWSm  OF  THE  FEDERAL  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT, 


0 


f  f  ice 


Officer  in  charge 


Central  District; 

District  headquarters, 
Chicago,  Ill„ 

Station  headquarters- 
Chicago,  III .  '  ' 
Cincinnati ,  Ohio 

Kansas  City,  Ho, 
Minneapol i s ,  Minn* 

Nevz  Orleans,  La6 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

Eastern  District: 

District  headquarters, 
New  York,  i\TsY. 

Station  headquarters- 
Baltimore.  Md* 
Boston,  ivass, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Philadelphia,  Fa, 
San  Juan,  P.  R.. 

Savannah ,  Ga  t 
Western  District: 

District  headquarters, 

San.  Francisco ,  CaJ  if  5 
Station  headquarters- 
.    Denver,  Colo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Seattle,  wash. 
Inspection  Office- 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 


Roscoe  E,  Doolittle1 


A,  E,  Paul 


2 


H  „  D 2  Garrett 

Y7.  H0  Hartigan? 
H.  Runkel3 


A,  L,  Burns2 


,E„  R.  Smith2 

R.  M,  wharton^ 
2 

D0  M«  Walsh  g 
George  H*  Adams 

H,  J<  Humphrey 
Harry  ~.  RedfLsld2 
C  S,  Br in ton 
Willford  J.  McGee2 
J.  0.  Clark2 
W,  Vincent1 

P 

H.  J.  Holland 
Gr„  J,  Morton2 
Arthur  17,  Hansen2 
Barclay  C«  Wins low 


Location 


1625  Transportation  Bldg,, 

Dearborn  and  Harrison  Sts, 
1625  Transportation  Bldg,, 

Dearborn  and  Harrison  Sts, 
411  Government  Bldg,,  Fifth, 

Main  and  Walnut  Sts, 
U09  Post  Office  Bldg, 
310  Federal  Office  Bldg., 

Third  St.  and  Marquette  Ave. 
U,  S,  Customhouse,  Canal  and 
,  Decatur  Sts. 
Room  201,  Old  Customhouse, 

Third  and  Olive  Sts, 

IO3U  U.  S.  Appraiser's  Stores, 
Christopher  and  Washington  Sis 

.218  Water  Street, 

,U ,  S,  Appraiser^  Stores, 

UOS  Atlantic  Ave, 
Federal  Bldg« ,  South  Division 

and  Ellicott  Sts„ 
.1012  Ue  S,  Appraiser's  Stores, 

Christopher  and  Wash.  Sts. 
Room  U05,  U.  S„  Appraiser's 

Stores,  I3U  South  Second  St, 
3OI-30U  Post  Office  Bldg,, 

The  Marina, 
U,  S.  Customhouse, Bay  &  Bull  St 

Room  33,  U.  S.  Appraiser's 
Stores,  Sans ome  &  Wash,  Sts, 

Tabor  Opera  House  Bldg., 
Sixteenth  and  Curtis  Sts. 

Room  33,  U.  S,  Appraiser's 
Stores,  Sansome  and  Wash, Sts. 

U1U5  Arcade  Bldg.,  13-18-1** /' 

Post  Office,  Box  395 


ye 


XChief  of  district.      2Chief  of  station,      3Acting  chief  of  station.  ^Inspector 
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]  1-^RKET  S|  SERVICE  j  '■ 

lb.     LETTUCE  PROSPECTS  IN  I&PEBIaL  VALLEY,  C^LIFOR^IA. 

Since  the  publication  of  kr«.  Harris1  letter  on  page  UUO  of  the  D.  L. 

for  September  2b,  the  following  letter  of  October  2  will  be  of  interest  in 

eonncetion  with  the  lettuce  situation  in  Imperial  Valley: 

!'I  am  now  informed  that  rains  in  the  watershed  of  the  Colorado 
River  have  increased  the  flow  until  supplies  ar^  a-dequatu  for  irriga- 
tion in  the  Imperial  Valley.     County  Horticultural  Commissioner 
Harrigan  has  issued  a  preliminary  estimate'  of  the  lettuce  plantings  in 
the  Valley  as  20,000  acres,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  2,000  over  last 
year.    Since  planting  will  continue  for  at  least  oO  days,  a  more  depend- 
able estimate  cannot  be  secured  for  several  weeks." 

2b.     IDAHO  FAILS  POTATO  3L0». 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  of  October  2,  from  G.  D.  Clark,  in  charge 

of  the  Idaho 'Falls  field  station 

"The  deal  is  starting  off  rather  slow.    The  California  market 
is  in  bad  shape,  partly  due  to  liberal  supplies  of  Stockton  potatoes 
and  partly  due  to  immature  stock  from  h^re.    Digging  is  well  under 
headway  and  most  of  the  stock  is  going  into  storage.    The  growers 
are  inclined  to  sell  only  when  in  need  of  r^ady  cash.    'The  quality 
is  going  to  be  exceptionally  fine  this  year,  especially  on  the  Russets. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  in  a  couple  of  weeks,  after  the  potatoes  have 
had  time  to  harden,   the  complaint  of  Idaho  stock  arriving  in  poor 
condition  will  seldom  be  Be^n  in  the  market  reports.    The  first  frost 
was  on  the  night  of  the  September  19.     One  week  later  we  had  another 
frost  and  m  a  few  more  days  the  skins  will  not  slip  so  easily;  in 
fact  there  is  a.  marked  improvement  in  the  stock  coming  in  this  week." 

3b.     310  DEMAND  FOR  CERTIFIED  .  jiRKET  REPORTS  . 

Out  of  100  requests  received  in  Washington  during  September  from  claim 
agents  and  others  for  price  information,  71  required  certified  copies,  -  the 
largest  number  for  any  month  of  which  we  have  a  record.    About  half  of  these 
stated  the  amount  of  their  claims,  which  totaled  close  to  £50,000. 

During  September,  1923,  about  ^Cfjb  more  requests  were  received,  but  only 
2b  of  these  required  certifications  and  the  total  sum  involved,  as  given  in 
the  letters,  was  only$10, 000. 

We  have  been  able  to  supply  practically  all  requests  for  certified 
copies  of  market  reports  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Solicitor's  Office,  where- 
by certifications  are  issued  on  typed  copies  of  prices,  etc.,  on  file,  in  case 
the  originals  are  not  available  for  distribution. 

kb,     IN  " CROPS  AND  , .ARKETS"  FOR  OCTOBER  U: 

Page  213  -  192U  Onion  Crop  in  Egyat  and  Spain. 

2lh  -  Special  paragraphs  on  onions  in  weekly  review. 

215  -  Yakima  Valley  Potatoes  Moving,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince, 

-  Potato  Season  Slow  in  Wisconsin",  -  by       H ..  hosier. 

216  -  Colorado  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  -  bj  John  D.  Snow. 

-  Yakima.  Apple  Shippers  Optimistic,  -  by  Gr.  E.Prinoe. 

-  Fewer  «enatc.hee-Okanogan  .apples,,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 
219  -  Cantaloupe  supply  from  Colorado,  (filler) 

22U  -  Exports  for  July  and  August,  1923  and  132k,  of 

fresh  apples,  dried  Apples,  Prunes,  apricots  and  Raisins. 


JDivision  Letter,  October  IQ. 


5b.    A  PECULIAR  REPLY  TO  a  OIEOjjLAg  LETTER. 

In  a  recent  circularizatien  cf  his  mailing  list,  R.  S.  Lumbard,  of 
the  Kansas  City  office,  inserted  three  questions  to  he  answered  just  below  the 
signature  on  all  replies*    One  man,  located  in  Nebraska,  filled  in  the  answers 
as  follows:    Are  You  a  Grower?      YBS.      A  Dealer?      YES .    An  Educator?  DUM 
EPLI^.     As  a  post script >  he  added:  "It  looks  like  a  man  that  keeps  growing 
potatoes  is  a  dum  bell  for  certain.    Your  reports  have  been  very  helpful  to  me." 

6b .     SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  ARRIVALS  MB  UNLOADS  IN  CHICAGO. 

W.  H.  Hall  has  just  distributed  a  series  of  interesting  and  valuable  summar- 
ies on  the  important  fruits  and  vegetables  received  in  Chicago  during  1923  • 
Each  principal  product  is  giv.en  a  separate  sheet.    The  first  four  columns  of 
each  table  present  the  State  aspects  of  the  particular  crop,  while  the  last 
four  columns  relate  to  the  local  situation  in  Chicago.    Column  headings  are  as 
follows:- 


1923 

Carlot 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Principal 

Production 

Shipping 

Snipmcnts 

Arrivals 

Unloads 

Principal 

Principal 

States 

(bushels) 

Season 

192^  CroD 

i<m 

192^ 

Varieties 

Containers 

The  products  for  which  such  tables  are  presented  are:  Apples,  Cabbage, 
Cantaloupes,  Lettuce,  Celery,  Onions,  Cranberries,  Peaches,  Pears,  Watermelons, 
Potatoes,  Sweet  Potatoes,  Grapes,  Tomatoes,  and  Strawberries.    At  the  bottom 
of  each  sheet  and  for  each  product,  explanatory  comments  are  inserted  and  stat- 
istics relating  to  the  United  States  production  and  shipments  in  comparison 
with  the  preceding  year. 

A  simpler  table  or  a  brief  textual  discussion  of  Chicago  arrivals  is 
given  for  each  of  the  following:    Turnips  and  Rutabagas,  Peppers,  Spinach, 
Plums  &  Prunes,  Pineapples,  Apricots,  Asparagus,  Artichokes,  Beans  (green  and  ^ 
wax),  Beets,  Blueberries,  Carrots,  Cauliflower,  Chicory,  Cherries,  Corn  (green), 
Cucumbers,  Eggplant,  Garlic,  Gooseberries,  Grapefruit,  Kale,  Lemons,  Mixed 
Fruit,  Shallots,  Squash,  Brussels  Sprouts,  Mixed  Vegetables,  Oranges,  Parsnips, 
Peas  (green),  Peanuts,  Pomegranates,  Radishes,  Raspberries,  and  Rhubarb. 

Copies  of  this  elaborate  summary  can  be  had  on  application  to  Chicago 

offi  oe. 

7b.    WEEKLY  CABLE  0I\T  BRITISH  APPLE  PRICES . 

A  feature  of  the  apple  market  reports  this  season  is  the  weekly  cable 
from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Foley,  at  London,  giving  a  somewhat  detailed  ^ 
report  of  prices  obtained  for  American  apples  in  British  markets.    This  is  of 
special  value  in  vie-;r  of  the  increased  export  movement. 

Sb.    ADDITIONAL  EI  ELD  STATION  SUMMARY. 

This  week  there  has  been  distributed  W.  H.  hosier's  21-page  summary ^ of 
the  WISCONSIN  POTATO  DEAL,  Season  of  1923-2^.    This  is  a  very  complete  review. 

9b .    RADIO  PROGRAM  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Under  date  of  October  10,  the  Philadelphia  office  issued  an  Announcement 
of  the  complete  radio  program  in  that  city,  as  it  relates  to  farm  products. 
For  Stations  WFI  and  WIP,  respectively,  the  various  reports  on  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, live  stock,  meats,  grain,  feeds,  peanuts,  poultry  and  eggs  are  listed 
by  days  and  by  hours.    Persons  preparing  these  reports  evidently  are  kept  busy. 

E,  W.  ST ILL WELL ,  Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


STATIONS 

Mail 
List 

  ■■  -  

1 

In  Charge     . 1 

 1 

Reports | 

Firs 
Bulle 

tins  j 

Probably 
.Will  Close 

FRESNO,  CaLIF,  ** 

919 

n 

2. 

Schultz 

Grape  s 

July  25 

Nov. 

29 

Sequoia  Hotels 

• 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.  ** 

,  sue 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

Aug. 

k 

Oct. 

31 

Chamber  of  Connie rce 

Pears* 

AUg. 

7 

Sept 

.  6* 

Pears* 

Sept . 

16 

Oct. 

h* 

Peaches* 

Aug. 

Sept 

.  22* 

Apples 

Sept . 

22 

Oct. 

31 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 

S3S 

R, 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Apples 

Aug. 

jO 

Oct. 

IS 

Room  1,  Commercial  Blk« 

Pears 

.Sept, 

5 

Oct. 

11 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

13 

IS 

Onions 

Sept . 

20 

Oct. 

IS 

Grapes 

Sept , 

22 

Oct. 

IS 

Peaches 

Sept . 

23 

Oct . 

11 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  ME 

8^2- 

H. 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sopt , 

12 

Apr. 

1 

Greenlaw  Block 

SPQKA3JE.,  WASH. 

SU7 

E. 

Prince 

Apples 

Sept. 10 

• 

Mar , 

H2k  Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y, 

837 

A. 

E 

Pears 

Sept . 

15 

Nov. 

s 

^13  Triangle  Bldg. 

Celery 

.Sept. 

15 

Jan. 

10 

Apple  s 

Sept. 

13 

Apr, 

1 

Cabbage 

Sept . 

IS 

~hP  V  . 

7 

Oni  ons 

Sept . 

IS 

Feb. 

2S 

Pea  cine  s 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

15 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

29 

1 

\yAUPACA,  WIS. 

W. 

H. 

hosier 

Po tatne 

Sept . 

18 

Apr. 

30 

Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS ,  IDAHO  . 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr. 

30 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

MARTI NSBURG,  W_.  VA  . 

835 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

Apples 

Sept . 

22 

Oct. 

31 

Room  9i  Court  Pious e 

 1 



The  following  stations  -probably  will  open  on  date  indicated: 


ORLANDO,  FIA.** 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.  ** 


920 
S95 


VvT.  H.  Hall 

JR.  H.  Shoemaker 


CitrusFrtOct.  20 


Potatoes 

Apples 

Onions 


Oct.  20 
Oct.  20 
Oct.  20 


Apr.  15 

Apr.  30 

Nov .  15 

Jan.  31 


**  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS: 


♦Reports  discontinued. 


R.  H.  iamb-  in  Chicago  office. 
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lc.       U$AH  xlPrLS  C-3AE5S.  .     _  , 

A  -  circular  jjust  received  from  Supervising  Inspector  F.  J.  Baehler,  i 
Salt  Lake  City,  fives  the  apple  grades  for  Utah,  as  adopted  by  a  Committee  of 
the  State  Board  of  IgrictLLture.      These  grades  are  the  same  as  Washington  State 
grades  and  are  slightly  different  from  the  grades  as  adopted,  "by  Utah  last  year, 

2c..     CCI^HZrCLS  OH  G I  THUS  SHADES. 

Account  of  lateness  of  the  citrus  season  in  Florida,  it  will  not  Im- 
possible, tc  begin  the  proposed  conferences  earlier  than         October  20.  Notices 
will  be  sent  to  individual  inspectors  as  to, where' they  will  "be  expected"  to 
attend; 

.These  conferences  will  not  be  limited  to  citrus  grades,  and  all  in- 
spectors are  requested  to  make  a.  list  of  points  for  discussion  and  also  to 
collect  specimens  which  are  interesting,  either  from  a  grade  or  from  a  patho- 
logical standpoint,,     It  is  expected  to  have  Dr.  D.  E.  Hose  attend  these  con- 
ferences and  take  rp  such  pathological  matters  as  may  be  of  interest  at  the  time 

•3c,     "^ii^gczea^XAHG^ff  apple  situatio::.  . 

The  following  information,  received,  in  a  letter  of  September  21  fro::: 
P.  S.  Iiinsey,  is  of  interest  and  importance  to  all  inspectors:. 

\  -  •  "Last  :s'eas"on.  with  shipments  of  apples  from  the  Wenat che e-Qkanogan 
district  amounting  to  18,400  cars,  inspections  totaled  about  7,300.  This 
season,  with  an  estimated  crop  of  12,000  cars,  about  7,000  are  signed  up  for 
inspection,-   'The' Jonathan  pack-out  has  been  a  disapointment,  however,  on 
account. of  w<~nas;  so  the  total  crop  may  rot  amount  to  more  than  10,000  cars 
and  inspections  6,00.0.     The  Skookum  Packers  have  given  us  their  inspections 
at  certain  points, '  st? ting. unofficially  that  we  will  get  all  their  inspectioi 
another  year.,    If  seems  that  their  budget  for  this  season  was  made  up  some 
time  ago.  and  it  did  not  provide,  enough  for  maintaining  their  field  force  and 
for  taking  .our  inspections  on  all  cars. 

"As.  I  wired ■: you,  taking  advantage  of  extra  words  allowed  in  a  night 
letter-  in  some : sections  our  inspectors  are  having  their  hands  full,  keeping 
worms  out  of  the  packs.  Hot  weather  caused  a  large  propor*ioH.-  of  the  third 
brood  to  hatch,  which  seemed -to  be  ravenous  'for  arsenate  of  lead.    Many  such 
youngsters  preferred  to  enter  by  way  of  the  calyx-end,  frequently  leaving 
such  slight  traces  as  to  be  almost  impossible  to  see.     As  late    as  last  week 
eggs  were  hatching  upon  the  apples.     In 'some  cases,  eggs  were  known  to  hatch 
after  the  apples  were  packed,  mailing  fresh  holes.     Some  of  these  may  be 
encountered  by  inspectors  in -the  market  s^     If  so,  a  reversal,  of  the  shipping 
point  certif  icate- could  scarcely  be  made.  Some  stock  which  was '  accepted  by 
the  inspector  as  it  came  into  the  warehouse  has  been  turned  down  when  the 
inspetion. was- made  during  loading,  but  most  of  the  stock  has  been  shipped  j 
about  as  fast  as  received  into  the  house,'   Cool  weather  during  the  last  two 
or  three- days  probably  has  stopped  the  hatching  of  new    worms.  • 

•  •    •'  : 
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"fhe  apple  seas&n/  this  State  is  two  6*r  three  weeks  ahead  of  the 
seasor/ last  year.    It  appeared  that  Jonathans  and  Delicious  would  be 
about  all  shipped  out  by  the  first  of  October.    Some  ITewtowns  are  .already 
being  picked.    Many  Jonathans  '.-ere  left  on  the  trees  too  long,  and 
internal  breakdown  is  beginning  "to  show  up  at  this  end  before  the 
apples  are  shipped.     I  have  seen  various  indications  that  Washington 
apples  are  not  going  to  keep  s^  veil  this  year  as  last.    The  testings 
which  Mr*  Fischer  and  Mr.  Diehl  have  been  making  bear  this  out ♦  Mr* 
Fischer  thinks  that  likely  the  apples  would  be  good  for  a  normal  life, 
"if  picked  when  ready  and  placed  at  once  into  proper  storage.    Bit  nobody 
expects  northwestern  apples  to  be  picked  and  handled  with  a  view  to 
maintaining  their  fitness  for  eating.    'Those  here  in  "enatchee,  who 
might  do  so,  this  past  week  contemplated  putting  on  a  campaign  to 
warn  the  growers  of  the  unfavorable  conditions  this  season,  urging 
them  not  to  delay  their  picking  ,    However,  nothing  was  done.: 


for  beet  results,   -pries  from  this  district  will  have  to  be  put  into 
consumption  at  once  or  rushed  to  eastern  cold  storage,  as  too  long  a 
season  of  moderate  weather  is  still  a.head  for  making  common  storage  safe. 
Yakima  is  better  off  with  its  large  number  of  cold  storages.  *** 

"The  old  market  apple  circular  gave  the  ,r,"enr  tehee  Valley1  as 
one  of  the  chief  apple  districts  of  the  Northwest.    The  TTcnatchee  Valley 
is  not  more  than  25  m?ies  long.    The  *~ena tchee-Okanogan  apple  district, 
or  as  it  is  more  frequently  called  in  the  jiapers  out  here,  North- 
Central  Washington  district,  consists  of  several  valleys  or  miscellaneous 
locations.    The  two  farthest  points  I  have  to  visit  are  220  miles  apart 
and  there  are  various  ramifications  sidewise*    Apples  ^hich  are  sold 
for  ftenatchee  apples  may  have  been  grown  100  miles  or  more  from  any 
of  the  various  geographical  objects  which  are  named  Wena tehee  (valley, 
river,  lake,  city,  forest  reserve).    The  city  of  Wenatchee  itself  is  not 
in  the  TJenatchee  ^alley.  but  on  the  Columbia  River  below  the  outlet 
of  the  "enatchee  Valley  . 11 

^c .    APPLE  ii"spsctio:ts  JIT  KANSAS. 

In  a  letter  »Z  September  28,  K.  S.  Branch,  who  is  handling  the 

apple  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  Kansas,  tells  of  this  work  as  follows : 
HTte  will  inspect  at  five  towns  in  Doniphan  County, -Troy,  Apple  ton, 
Blair,  Sllwood  and  *7athena,-but  most  of  the  inspections  will  beat  Troy 
and  Wathena •    These  two  towns  are  3  miles  apart  on  a  paved  road,   so  a  man 
can  make  good  time  from  one  town  to  another.    I  think  I  can  handle  the  deal 
by  myself  without  any  trouble  and  will  have  the  certificates  typed  at 
the  Kansas  City  office.    This  coming  rreek  -ill  clean  up  the  Jonathans 
and  then  the  Bens,  Black  Twigs,  Ganos  and  "inesaps  will  be  ready.  There 
will  be  around  530  cars  of  all  varieties  shipped  from  the  county.  The 
Jonathans  are  practically  all  sold  but  not  many  of  the  later  varieties 
are         yet  contracted  for,    Total  inspections  maybe  about  150  cars. 

"The  stuff  is  being  shipped  in  barrels,  bushel  baskets,  and  in 
bulk,    iiost  of  the  barrel  and  bushel-basket  stuff  will  meet  U.  S.  No  ►  1, 
if  they  continue  to  pack  as  they  have  started.    The  bulk  stuff  will  be 
graded  under  the  Colorado  Balk  grades,  and  a  fe^r  growers  expect  to  lord 
some  U.  S.  No.  1,  stuff  in  bulk." 


M#  Division  Let  tor ,  Qcto  ber  JLO     9gl|  ^  

inforoufcio*]  of  imports- ce  go  ail  inspectors  is  founpL  in  the  foil  )win£ 
letter  of  September  24,  >/ri'tten  "by  F,  Earl  Persons,  Standard: sat ioa  and  In- 
spection; Specialist^  at  Richmond,  V&. :  - 

.       -     "-ftelahiue  to  yorr  Request  for  inf ->rmatic-n  on  the  marking  of  Virginia 
apples,- will  say  that,  inasmucji  as  there  is  no  lav?  in  this  State  requiring 
specials  parkings  at  this  time, .  we.  necessarily  must  expect  a  wide  variety  of  . 
terras^,  v  A  mo  .  l  grade  designation  is  that  principally  used,  Tjat  in- some,  in- 
stances-; special  brands;  also  terms  such  as  'extra  fancy, 5  'raiey,  •   !cbic3, 1 
etc.  w  These  terms  are  used  principally  to  indicate  differences  in  sise.  for 
practically  none  of  the  marks  will  meet  anything  better  than  3b.  1  grade, 

"jThrbnghout  the  State  it  is  the  gorerel  custom  of  No.  2  fuali^y,  cr 
apples  of  uncles o-ified  character,  to  be  marketed  in  carrels  carrying  only  the  . 
grower's  name  and  variety,  with  a  few  per Laos  having  in  addition  the  size  and 
grade  designaiicn. 

"In  the. State  Inspection  or  Inspection  in  Orchard  Work  we  now  have  21 
men  at  work,  .and  expect  to  add 'additional  men  as  the  season  advances ,  These 
men  are  located  with  inspection  rings  cr  groups  of  growers  in  most-  of  the 
major  fi nit -31  owing  counties  in  Virginia,  ranging  from  Frederick  and  Loudon 
counties  in  the  north  to  Patrick  County  on  the  North  Carolina  "border.  These 
men  make  daily  /isits  to  each  packing  crew  that  is  a  member  of  the  Inspection 
Ring,  and  packed  barrels  ere  opened  from  each  day's  pack.    The  grade  examina- 
tion is  based  on  the  tT'.S.  Apple  G-rcuies  and  is  made  with  no  to  50-pound  samples 
from  each  barrel  examined,    Lots  which  meet  the  requirements  of  the  U.S.  No.  1 
giade  are  permitted  to  be  stamped  with  the  State  Inspected  stamp  on  each  barrel. 
The  wording  of  this  stamp  is  'Inspected  as  Backed,  1°^4.     State  of  Virginia  - 
Division  of  ilarkets.1 

"On  any  day  the  inspector  finds  the  pack  below  grade  requirements,  the 
stamp  is  lifted  from  the  possession  of  the  grower  until  such  time  as  the  pack 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  grade  and  the  stamp  removed  from  the  mis- 
marked  barrels.  .- 

"we  had  under  contract  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  about  H50.C00 
barrels,  but,  as  usual  in  such  deals,  I  presume 'the  actual  pack  will  run  near- 
er 200,000  barrels. 

11  In  connection  with  the  special  terms  'fancy,1  etc.,  as  used  by  many  of 
the  bu3*ers  in  this  State,  we  have  prepared  a  special  stamp  with  wording  iden- 
tical to  the  other  except  that  No.  I  grade  is  incorporated  in  the  stamp.  This 
is  being  used  on  such  lots  as  carried  these  special  markings  and  yet  meet  only 
the  requirements  of  the  No.  1  grade..    Some  of  these  special  packs  were  partly 
prepared  before  we  could  get  these  s tamos  made  and  distributed  to  our  in- 
spectors; so  a  few  lots  of  fruit  thus  marked  may  be  found  carrying  the  regular 
State  Inspected  stamp  without  the  grade  incorporated  in  it. 

"If  market  inspectors  find  any  lots  bearing  the  State  Inspected  stamp, 
which  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  No.  1  grade,   I  would  appreciate 
their  writing  me  of  the  barrel  markings  and  in  detail  regarding  the  conditions 
which  they  find.     Such  letters  should  be  addressed  tcfee.  at    1030  State  Office 
Building,  Richmond,  Virginia, 

"In  a  lew  instances  we  are  using  a  special  stamp,  triangular  in  shape, 
bearing 'the  -ords:   1  Lot  'Inspected  rrhen  Packed.    Virginia.  Division  of  Markets  - 
No.  2  C-rade,1  and  the  numeral  2  is  one  inch  in  height  and.  occupiss  the  central 
position  in- the  stamp.    Only  a1 -few  growers,  ho-.: ever,  are  using  this  stamp,  and 
the  bulk'  of  the  he.  2  grade  packed  will  gc  out  in  barrels  unmarked  for  grade. 
Next  season  we  hops  to  have  regulations  prepared,  which  "ill  provide  for  -uni- 
form marking  of  the  appla  shipments."  F.  G-.  BOBJ, 

(See  Par.  6c  on  page  470)  Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

R,  C.  Butner,  Regional  Supervisor,  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  California 
for  the  p-u.rpo.se  of  studying  the  application  of  the  grades  for  grapes,  with 
special' reference  to  raisining.    He  will  confer  not  only  with  W.  F.  Allewelt 
and  other  officials  at  the  Sacramento  office,  but  with  inspectors  in  the  grape- 
Ehipping  districts",  particularly  around  Fresno*    Mr.  Butner  may  he  on  this  trip 
until  the  latter  pari  of  "October «    M..  A.  Russell  is  in  charge  at  the  Chicago 
inspection  headquarters  during  Mr.  Butner1 s  absence. 

-■ -.  W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  market  news  office,  is  expected  to  pass  through 
Washington  this  Saturday ; 4 en  route  to  Orlando,  Fla.  ,  where  he  will  start  to 
issue    market  reports  on. .citrus,  fruits  in  about. 10  days  or  two  weeks,    Mr,  Hall 
will  stop  off  . at  the  Washington  of f ice"  a  day. 

P.  D.  Rupert  completed  his  leave  and  returned  to  Washington  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Rupert  will  handle  the  local  inspections  and  assist- generally  with  the  work 
in  Mr.  Robb's  office.   .  7.  - 

A.  E.  Mercker  has  left  Virginia  and  is  now  stationed  permanently  in  North 
Carolina.     He  will  be  the  Federal  supervisor  of  inspection  work  in  that  State, 
the  present  operations  pertaining  especially  to  apples  and  sweet  potatoes.  Mr, 
Mercker's  mail  address  is:    P.  0,  Box  2Sjt  Raleigh,  IT.  C. 

George  A,  Be Haven,  who  has  been  "substituting  for  W.-H.  Hall  in  Chicago, 
stopped  at  the  Washington  office  on  Monday,  en  route  to  Florida,  where  he  will 
assist  with  shipping-point  inspections  again  this  season. 

Another  visitor -during  the  past  week  was  James  A.  Damiano,  the  new  head- 
clerk  in  the  New  York  City  joint  office. 

Miss  Hat tie  B.  Cooperman,  the  former  head-clerk  in  New  York,  is  now 
located  in  Washington,    Miss  Cooperman  is.  assisting  in  Mr,  Robb's  section, 
'  handling  the  work  formerly  done  by  Miss  McKernan,  who  has  gone  to  Boston  office, 

H.  J,  Clay,  of  the  Washington  market  news  section,  is  on  a  few  days'  trip 
to  Suffolk,  Va.,and  nearby  points,  to  secure  data  on  movement  of  peanuts. 

S,  N.  Green,  of  the  Cleveland  office,  is  wearing  a  s&ile  these  days.  A. 
daughter  was  born  in  his  home  on  October  2, 

During  the  period  that  the  Omaha  office  is  temporarily  closed,  V.  V. 
Westgate,  who  is  supervising  potato  inspections  in  Nebraska,  can  be  addressed  in 
care  of  the  State  Dept.  of  .agriculture ,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

The  usual  tri-State  news  service  on  eastern  grapes  is  being  rendered  this 
season.    Mimeographed  market  reports  are  being  issued  by  State  Inspector  F.  C. 
Carr,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  these  bulletins  containing  information  obtained  jointly 
from  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Michigan  grape  sections. 

Miss  Pearl  Edwards,  in  charge  of  market  news  mailing  lists,  will  leave 
this  evening  for  Suffolk,  Va.,  where  she  will  assist  with  tabulations  of 
peanut  shipments  for  the  Washington  office  during  the  next  two  weeks. 
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During  September,  over  two  million  pounds  of  fruit  and  vegetables  "were 
inspected  for  the  Navy  at  San  Francisco,  when  "battleships,  destroyer '  forces, 
and  the  supply- ship  "Arctic15  were  in  port* 

The  New  York  Packer  for  October  k  not  only  printed  V.  D.  Callanan's 
summary  of  Georgia  peach  distribution,  tut  also  gave  a  column  to  a  review  of 
the  northwestern  Boxed  Apple  Summary,  recently  issued  by  the  Spokane  office « 

SAE  FRANCISCO  OFFICE  was  moved  last  Saturday  to  the  new  headquarters 
in  Rooms  1  and  2,  Ferry  Building,    The  new  space  is  1.568  square  feet,  com-, 
pared  with  SU8  feet  in  the  Appraiser's  Building.    The  Ferry  Building  is  cen- 
trally located  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  points  in  San  Francisco* 

Ht  C«  Lindstrora,  now  in  charge  of  the  Philadelphia,  inspection  office, 
advises  that  his  residence  address  is  6217  Catherine  Street,  and  his  phone 
number  Sherwood  9^5Q» 


6c  ♦    MORE  ABOUT  POTATO  SHIPivSNTS  TO  CUBA. 

XJe  are  glad  for  the  following  additional  information  in  a  letter  of 

October  9  from  H«  H.  Henderson,  inspector  at  Norfolk,  Va,;- 

"Ref erring  to  the  newspaper  clipping  quoted  on  page  H5H  of  the 
Division  Letter  for  October  3i  in  regard  to  the  Virginia  movement  of 
potatoes  to  Cuba,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  figures  quoted  give  only  a. 
small  proportion  of  the  total  movement  of  Eastern  Shore  and  Norfolk 
section  potatoes  to  Cuba  this  season.    I  have  inspected  numerous  lots 
of  from  5,000  to  15,000  barrels  for  Potato  Wart  Disease,  to  say  nothing 
of  hundreds  of  carloads  in  lots  of  from  one  carload  to  5*000  barrels, 
all  consigned  to  Cuba.    I  think  I  am  safe  in  stating  that  at  least 
200,000  barrels  of  potatoes  have  been  shipped  from  Norfolk  to  Cuba 
by  steamer,  with  an  additional  50,000  barrels  by  rail,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  or  about  Jiine  15*    ™he  movement  of  Eastern 
Shore  potatoes  to  Cuba  is  still  going  on  at  a  rate  of  3»000  to  6,000 
barrels  per  week." 

F  *  Gr «  R  • 


UNITED  STATES  DEPART1-SNT  0?  AGRICULTURE 
Burc-u  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Wa.  sliif ig  t  on  >  D  •  C  • 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  .'  Issued  every  Friday* 

DIVISIQI7  LETTLR,  VOL.  5,  NO.  *+2 
October  17, 
(Contents  Confidential) 

la,    A  STUDY  TO  BE  LAPS  OF  FOREIGN  aARKSTS. 

Edwin  Smith,  of  the  State  of  Washington,  hasbeen  reinstated  in  this 
Bureau  as  an  Assistant  Chief  Marketing  Specialist*  ;Mr.  Smith  reported  to  the 
Washington  office  of  the.  F*  &  V.  Division  today,  and  very  shortly  Trill  sail 
for  Europe,  where  he  will  study  the  marketing  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  peanuts 
and  other  American  farm  products  for  the  purpose  of  determining:     (l)  the  mar- 
ket requirements  and  trade  preferences  of  European  markets  importing  these 
agricultural  products,  with,  a  view  to  improving  our  present  methods  and  enlarg- 
ing our  outlets;  (2)  the  amount  of  actual  and  potential  competition  in  these 
markets  from 'other  surplus-producing  countries;  (3)  the  distribution  r-ithin  the 
importing  countries;  (k)  the  grade  and  quality  of  American  products  arriving 
in  foreign  ports,  with  a  view  to  determining  the  practicability  for  export 
trade  of  the  grades  recommended  by  the  U*  S..  Department  of  Agriculture*  Mr. 
Smith  also  expects  to  develop  contacts,  through,  which  Governmental  agencies 
and  foreign  importing  trade  may  be  familiarized  with  the  Departments  plans  for 
the  standardization  and"  inspection  of  farm  pro-ducts-  . 

Mr «  Smith  received  his  B.  S.  degree  from  I  Michigan  Agricultural  College 
in  1912,  having  specialized  in  horticulture,  pomology  and -plant  pathology. 
From  I917  to  1920,  he  was  employed  by  this  Bureau  in  the- project  which . studied 
the  preservation  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  transit  and  storage.  Practically 
all  of  Mr.  Smith's  work  has  been  in  the  northwestern  fruit  districts.    He  re- 
signed from  the  Bureau  in  1926,  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Wenatchee  Valley 
Traffic  Association.    Later,  Mr.  Smith  engaged  for  himself  in  the  export 
business,  during  which  time  he  also  was  employed  as  the  northwestern  representa- 
tive of  the  United  States  Cold.  Storage  Company,  of  Chicago.    The  past  year, 
Mr,  Smith  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Fruit  Growers'  Commission. 

In  his  European  invest igat ions  i.lr.  Smith  will  have  headquarters  at 
Marseilles,  France,  but  will  study  conditions  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Contin- 
ental Europe. 

2a.    THE  PASSING  OF  OLD  SOUTH  WATER  STREET  :AR£BT. 

In  a  letter  of  October  S,  E.  D.'  Hall i son,  of  the  Chicago  market  news 

office,  tells  of  the  progress  being  made  in ; the  change  of  location  for  Chicago's 

principal  wholesale  produce  district: 

"The  tearing  down  of  the  old  buildings  along  historic  South  Water 
Street,  that  has  so  long  housed  the  principal  produce  dealers  of  Chicago, 
was  started  late  last  week.    A  wider  ard  double-decked  South  Water  Street 
will  take  the  place  of  the  pre'sent  narrow  and  peor^-paved  street,  The 
improvement  was  first,  advocated  more  than  20  years  ago  and  the  movement 
has  been  fought  by- South  Water  Street  merchants  since  then.    In  fact, 
they  are  still  .fighting  to  retain  their  present  location  until  a  new 
place  can  be  definitely  decided  upon,  but  city  officials  declare  that 
plenty  of  time  has  been  given  and  that  the  tearing  down  of  the  buildings 
willic  ont  inue." 

(Page  U71) 
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3a.     KIGE-gUiLITY  APPLES  III  PIZDi:,ONi  SECTION  OF  VIRGINIA. 

R^  R.  Pail thorp  presents  the  following  very  interesting  report  of  some 
of  his  observations  on  the  recent  trip  through  the  Virginia  apple  districts: - 

"Northwestern  growers  and  shippers  of  boxed  apples    are  always  keenly 
interested  in  the  Virginia  crop  of  Winesap,  Delicious  and  Stayman,  as  both 
sections  grow  these  varieties  extensively.     I  had  often  heard  of  the  high  quality 
and  fine  finish  obtained  in  the  Piedmont  section,  but  my  first  opportunity  of 
visiting  that  region  occurred  last  week.     In  general,  the  district  has  a  very 
good  crop  of  apples.     In  fact,   I  did  not  see  any  orchards  which  had  a  light  crop. 
Some  growers  believe  there  was  more  scab  than  last  year,    However,  in  the  orchards 
visited,  it  was  not  so  severe  that  much  of  the  fruit  would  have  to  be  packed  Ho, 
2  on  account  of  this  defect.     I  have  never  seen  better  color  or  size  of  load  per 
tree  in  the  Northwest  than  was  observed  in  many  of  the  Piedmont  orchards,  and 

»  I 

one  can  readily  see  why  the  Northwest  growers  experience  strong  competition  from 
this  section. 

"Growing  and  packing  costs  are  much  lower  in  Virginia.     One  large  grower 
was  harvesting,  hauling,  packing  and  loading  at  a  cost  of  about  U7f  per  barrel, 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  barrel.    Reduced  to  a  bushel  basis,  this  cost  was 
about  l6<?  per  bushel.     Similar  costs  for  the  Northwestern  grower  who  packs  in 
boxes  will  probably  be  about  35?-  per  box.    ".Then  it  is  considered  that  many  of 
the  Piedmont  orchards  are  planted  on  new  lend  costing  about  $10  per  acre,  in 
comparison  with  $500-$l, 500-acre  land  in  the  Northwest,  one  can  readily  see  the 
advantage  the  Piedmont  grower  has  in  cost  of  production.    These  costs,  combined 
with  much  lower  freight  rates,  give  the  Piedmont  orchardist  advantages  ?/'hich  are 
difficult  for  the  Northwestern  grower  to  overcome, 

"A  few  growers  in  Virginia  were  packing  in  boxes.     A  large  percentage  of 
the  crop  in  some  orchards  would  pack  Extra  Fancy,  but  the  growers  were  having 
difficulty  in  packing  to  meet  this  grade,  due  to  inexperienced  sorters  end  poor 
lighting  facilities  over  the  sorting  tables.    However,  they  were  packing -a  com- 
bination of  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy  grade  which  is  superior  'oo  a  similar  pack 
general  in  the  Northwest.     This  superiority  is  due  to  the  high  color,  and  it  was 
not  uncommon  to  see  the  Virginian  combination  running  7Q/°-85'$  Extra  Fancy,  while 
the  North-rest  requirement  for  the  pack  is  only  25$  Extra  Fancy  apples.    Most  de- 
fects were  minor,  consisting  of  pin-point  scab  and  worm  stings.     Some  growers 
were  receiving  $5  to  $5.25  for  No,  1  "Tinesaps  in  barrels  and  $3  to  $3-25  for 
combination  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy  Delicious  in  boxes,    These  prices  are  about 
what-  the  Northwestern  growers  are  receiving  for  similar  fruit, 

"Most  of  the  orchards  are  equipped  with  sizing  machines,  and  packing  from 
hand  tabies  in  the  orchards  is  an  uncommon  sight.    Many  of  the  machines  are 
located  in  sheds  or  barns  unsuitable  for  effective  work.    However,  some  well- 
constructed  and  arranged  packing  hwuses  are  found  in  the  Piedmont  district." 

4a,     IN  " CROPS  AND  1..ARKETS"  FOR  OCTOBER  11: 

Page  230  -  Special  paragraphs  on  apples  in  weekly  review, 

231  -  Potomac  Valley  Apple  Peak  approaching,  -  by  F,  H„  Scruggs. 

232  -  Decrease  in  Wisconsin  Kraut  Cabbage,  -  by  W«  H«  Hall. 
-  New  York  Peaches  Well  Distributed,  -  by  A,  E.  Prugh. 

2kQ  -  Prices  of  American  Apples  on  British  Markets,  week  ending  Oct. 
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MARKET  NEWS  SEEVICE 


lb.    ONION  QUOTATIONS.  (immediate  reply) 

The  U.  S.  onion  grades  this  year  provide  that,  unless  otherwise 
specified,  stock  meeting  the  requirements  of  U.  S.  No.  1  grade  must  "be  at 
least  1-g  inches  in  diameter;    If  the  diameter  is  less  than  \\  inches,  the 
minimum  diameter  must  "be  specified  in  addition  to  the  use  of  the  term"U.  S. 
No.  1."  This  is  a  departure  from  the  general  policy  followed  in  onion  grades 
used  in  previous  years  and  apparently  has  caused  some  confusion  in  interpre- 
tation, not  only  of  the  grades  themselves,  "but  in  determining  ijust  what  the 
quotations  in  our  reports  mean. 

We  realize  that  it  often  is  difficult  to  get  correct  grade  and  size 
information  from  the  salesmen  who  supply  the  selling  prices,  "but  reporters 
should  not  describe  onions  as  "tf.S.  No.  I11  unless  they  are  at  least  1-|  inches 
in  diameter  and  meet  the  other  requirements  of  that  grade.    If  they  meet 
the  general  requirements  of  U.  S.  No.  1,  "but  are  only  1-|  inches  in  diameter, 
they  should  "be  quoted  as  "U.  S.  No.  1,  1-|  inches  up." 

Some  of  the  onion  producing  States  are  not -following  the  onion  grades 
closely  and  some  of  the  market  men  have  "been  quoting  such  stock  as  "No.  1." 
This  is  not  desirable,  "but  may  have  to  "be  followed  in  some  cases.    In  order 
to  conform  with  the  size  requirements  of  the  U.  S.  grades,  however,  every  effort 
should  "be  made  to  specify  whether  a  "No.  1"  quotation  is  "based  upon  onions 
1^  inches  up  or  1-J-  inches  up.    The  preferred  quotation,  if  it  seems  advisable 
not  to  quote  on  the  basis  of  U.  S.  grades,  will  be  "No.  1,  \\  inches  up" 
or  "No.  1,  1^  inches  up." 

Every  market  station. man  will  advise  Washington  immediately  the  exact 
basis  of  quotations  which  he  already  has  sent  us,  with  especial  regard  to  the 
size  of  the  onions  if  the  U.  S.  terms  have  been  used,  and  indicate  the 
policy  he  expects  to  follow  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

2b.    THREE  ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  OE  FIELD  DEALS . 

The  Washington  office  has  just  issued  the  following  summaries:-- 
WESTERN  NEW  YORK  APPLE  DEAL,  I923-2U,  and  the  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  CARROT  DEAL, 
1923-2U,  both  by  C.  L.  Brown.    The  apple  summary  treats  very  fully  the  situa- 
tion in  New  York  last  season.    The  carrot  summary  is  illustrated  by  a  chart, 
showing  tn  graphic  form  the  wholesale  prices  of  carrots  in  New  York  Oity 
the  last  two  seasons.    Carlo t  shipments  are  listed  by  stations  of  origin  for 
these  two  seasons. 

The  Philadelphia  office  has  distributed  for  the  first  time  a  complete 
summary  of  the  192U  STRAWBERRY  DEAL  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land and  in  Delaware.    The  front  page  of  this  booklet  is  illustrated  with  a 
good  outline  map  of  the  general  section,  the  principal  shipping  points  also 
being  marked.    Authors  of  this  excellent  summary  are  E.  R.  Biddle  and  J.  G.- 
Scott* ■ 

3^*    LETTUCE  SITUATION  IN  SOUTHERN  COLORADO. 

In  a  letter  of  October  7t  telling  of  his  recent  visit  to  the  potato- 
shipping  points  in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  John  D.  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office, 
described  as  follows  the  situation  with  respect  to  lettuce,  etc.: 


continued  over- 
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"The  San  Luis  Valley, _ particularly  around  Del  Norte,  Granger,  and 
South  Fork,  was  exceptionally  fortunate  in  head-lettuce  production  this  year. 
In  fact  this  is  the  only  section  shipping  any  lettuce  at  present,  all  the 
other  sections  through  the  State  having  "been  frozen  out  or  have  lost  their 
crop  due  $o  the  dry- weather.    I  was  not  able  to  visit  the  lettuce  district 
around  Del  Norte  on  -iry  -trip  in  July;  so  was  interested  in  securing  first- 
hand information  on  conditions  there  this  year,    About  1,000  acres  of  lettuce 
were  planted,  100  acres  of  peas  and  30  acres  cauliflower.    Of  the  1,000 
acres  of  lettuce,  the  S.  A.  Girard  Company  planted  500  acres  to  mature  late, 
and  they  will'  lose  considerable  of  it  on  account  of  freezing.    Tip  "burn  was 
prevalent  all  during  the  season  and  the  heads  were  small,  packing  all  the  way 
from  k  to  S  dozen  per  crate;  yet  the  deal  was  the  most  successful  in  the 
State. ■■  Peas  and  cauliflower  did  well  and,  in  talking  with  some  of  the 
growers,'  I  learned  that  returns  were  so  satisfactory  on  all  three  of  these 
crops  that  they  are  planning  to  increase  the  acreage  next  season  and  also 
put  in  some -commercial  acreage  of  celery.    The  shippers  seem  to  agree  that  a 
commercial  acreage  of  celery  would  he  profitable,  hut  are  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  growers  down  to  their  present .acreage  on  lettuce,  peas  and  cauli- 
flower, realizing  that  this  has  "been  an  exceptional  season  for  Colorado  when 
really  poor  stock  sold  at  high  prices." 

kb.     STORAGE  OF  EASTERN • APPLE S  TO  BE  LESS  THAN  LAST  SEASON. 

All  indications  are'  that  the  quantity  of  eastern  apples  to  he  stored 
this  year  will  he  considerably  less  than,  that  stored  last  season.    See  Mr. 
Scruggs*  comments  on  the  situation  as  it  exists  in  the  Potomac  Valley;  his 
article  was  printed  on  pages  231  and  232  of  Crops  and  Markets  for  October  11. 

The  following  letter  of  October  13,  from  A.  E.  Prugh,  at  Rochester, 
tells  of  conditions  in  that  territory:- 

"With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  October  7th,  regarding  the  apple 
storage  proposition,  I  had  talked  with  few  parties  about  it  at  that  time. 
Further  investigation  seems  to  show  that  the  late  crop  stored  will  be  able 
30$  less  than  last  year,  some .  even  claiming  50$  less  but  that  seems  doubtful. 
Reports  on  the  picking  of  late  apples,  however,  indicate  much  defective  fruit 
and  a  decrease  around  30$  from  last  year,.    The  International  Apple  Shippers' 
report  of  October  10  shows  conditions  in  western  New  York  as  follows:  'Duchess 
and  Weal thy s  as  a  rule        expectations;  20  0-unce  have  fallen  short.  .  Greenings 
•thus  far  harvested  show  sizes  under  expectations,  due  to  poor  pollination. 
Much  the  same  situation  applies-  to  the  other  varieties.    Fungus,  infection  has 
continued.    Wealthys,  Hubbs,  Greenings  and  Mcintosh  show  relatively  best ; 
Baldwins  and  Spys  light;  Russets  and  Bens  materially  less  than  last  year. 
Quality  ranges  from  poor  to  good.    Some  orchards  show  very  good,  but  the 
district  as  a  whole  runs  only  fair,  somewhat  poorer  than  last  year  and  below 
average.    For  all  of  the  seasons  above- indicated,  we  reduce  district  11 
points,  with  a  decrease  from  last  year  of  31$«    State  as  a    whole  declines 
10  points  and  now  shows  30$  decrease  from  last  year.  111 

E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OFWlAFET  NEWS  SERVICE 
'»*:■..  .  ,1  1  


STATIONS 


FRESNO,  GkLIFi  ** 
Sequoia  HoteX 

GRAVID  JUNCTION,  COLO.  ** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 


Lis". 


BENTON  HARBOR ,  MICH.** 
Room  1,  Commercial  Blk, 


PRESQUE  ISLE,  I£B^ 
Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

k2k  Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHESTER,  N,Y* 

U13  Triangle  Bldg. 


WAUPACA ,  WIS.  ** 
Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

MARTI  NSBTJRG,  Wj,  VA  . 
Room  9»  Court  House 


919 


8U6 


S3S 


8^3 
8U7 

S3? 


In  Charge 


Reports 


C.  E.  Schultz 


R.  L.  Sutton 


R.  H.  Shoemaker 


S9U 
835 


H.  E.  Rutland 


G.  E.  Prince 


A.  E.  Prugh 


'.7.  H.  hosier 


G.  D.  Clark 


F.  H.  Scruggs 


Grapes 

Potatoes 

Pears* 

Pears* 

Peaches* 

Apples 

apples 

Pears* 

Potatoes 

Oni ons 

Grapes 

Peaches" 

Potatoes 
Apples 


Pears 

Celery 

Apples 

Cabbage 

Oni  ens 

Peaches* 

Potatoes 


First 
Bulletins 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Apples 


July  25 

Aug.  h 
Aug.  7 
Sept.  l6 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  22 

Aug,  30 
.Sept.  5 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 

Septi  12 

Sept. 10 

Sept.  15 

Sept.  15 

Sept.  13 

Sept.  18 

Sept.  18 

Sept.  22 

Sept.  29 

Sept.  18 
Sept.  22 
Se-ot.  22 


Probably 
\vill  Close 


Nov.  29 


Oct.  31 
Sept.  6* 
Oct.  H* 
Sept.  22* 
Oct.  31 

Oct.  18 
Oct.  13* 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  1:3* 

Apr.  1 


Mar .  15 


Nov.  8 
Jan.  10 
Apr ,  1 
Sfiar  *  7 
Feb.  28 
Oct.  13* 
Apr.  1 

A-or.  30 


Apr.  3° 


Oct,  31 


The  following  stations  probably  will  oojn  on  dote  indi e? ted: 


ORLANDO,  FLA.** 

GRAND  RaPIDS,  MICH.  ** 


920 

S95 


W.  H.  Hall 

R.  H.  Shoemaker 


i  i 


CitrusFrtCct.  20 
Potatoes 


Apples 
Onions 


Oct.  20 
Oct.  20 
Oct.  20 


Apr.  15 

Apr .  30 

Nov.  15 

Jan.  31 


**  State  Department  cooperating. 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS : 
R.  H.  iamb~  in  Chicago  office. 


♦Reports  discontinued. 
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CITY  INSPECTION  RlrC'Y  FOR  i-.QN'1'E  OF  SZPTSI.J3ER .  lQgjj 


Total 

_  w  j.  .  il— a  v. 

Total 

Total 

Inspec- 

Declin-! 

FlFS 

ASSES sir 

Fruits 

Vege- 

Seme 

tions 

ed  for 

! Certi- 

MARKETS 

c/l  & 

tables 

Grand 

Month 

for 

lack  of 

j  f icate 

T     P  T 

J-l.  O,  _L, 

c/l  & 

Total 

1523 

Carriers 

time      j  C/L 

i.e. 

L. 1  Copy 

LrC,Lf 

Fees 

Fees 

|Fees 

Atlanta 

lo 

15 

31 

53 

1 

0 

$12U 

$  - 

$  10 

Baltimore 

17 

16 

33 

2U 

1 

0 

116 

7.50 

6 

Boston 

70 

115 

5^ 

10 

0 

1+36 
bk 

22.50 

is 

Buffalo 

15 

is 

3^ 

1 

Q 

5.00 

11 

Chicago 

175 

31 

206 

193 

1 

3 

752 

12.50 

lie 
~j 

Cincinnati 

2S 

-  •  a- 

37 

0 

0 

120 

2.50 

5 

Cleveland 

90 

96 

18b 

57 

S7 

7 

712 

20.00 

19 

Columbus ' 

20 

9 

29 

33 

3 

0 

116 

- 

1 

Denver 

3 

9^ 

0 

3 

10 

1 

0 

12 

- 

- 

Detroit 

12 

106 

7C 

9 

0 

7.50 

12 

Indianapolis 

10 

11 

21 

30 
^5 

1 

0 

80 

.  2.50 

U 

Kansas  City 

126 

28 

15U 

0 

0 

60U 

'  5. co 

10 

Los  Angeles 

1 

0 

1 

- 

0 

0 

12 

- 

- 

Memphis 

lH 

17 

31 

37 

21 

0 

124 

- 

Milwaukee 

15 

7 

22 

17 

0 

0 

80 

5.00 

- 

Minneapolis 

35 

13 

ks 

39 

2 

0 

180 

5.00. 

3 

Ne~/  Haven 

14 

lU 

2S 

^7 

0 

0 

108 

2 

i\iew  ur±ec.ns 

^9 

H4 

123 

123 

92 

< 

U56 

22.50 

c 

New  York 

279 

629 

90S 

223 

22 

1 

2k2k 

217.50 

27^ 

Norfolk 

7 

212 

219 

119 

0 

587 

10.  CO 

1 

Omaha 

11 

0 

11 

1 

0 

m 

Philadelphia 

k3 

7 

56 

36 

28 

0 

132 

52.50 

2 

Pittsburgh 

51 

37 

88 

liU 

19 

0 

3>& 

5.00 

10 

Portland 

8 

16 

2k 

11 

0 

0 

92 

2.50 

6 

Salt  Lake  Ci 

tv  1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

S 1 4  Loui  s 

qo 

135 

125 

56 

0 

532 

5. co 

18 

Washington 

19 

11 

30 

31 

h 

1 

10H 

10.00 

2 

Wilkes^Barre 

ii 

2 

13 

11 

5 

2 

60 

6 

'l'O'l'AL 

1273 

iUoU 

2677  i5^s 

US5 

17 

$8863  $420.00 

?H7^ 

FB  C.AP I TUL  AT  I  ON 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Fruit  Inspections          1273  j  Inspections  for  Carriers.-..  ^35 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections.! jjO§ {Declined  for  lack  of  time.,  17 
GRAND  TOTAL  C/l  and  L.C.L.  Inspections          2677|TOTAL  Fees  Assessed...  $9(9**50* 

**  Total  Fees  Assessed  includes  $7*50  for  mixed  car  fee, 

NOTE:-    The  total  of  2677  inspections  for  the  month  of  September  is  the  highest 
record  for  this -month  in  the  history  of  the  Inspection  Service,    The  next 
highest  figure  for  September  was  in  1919,  when  2209  inspections  were  made. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  .uID  jgl  CORPS  DURING  SEPTEMBER,  192U 

ALL  FIGURES  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS. 


N  Navy 
M-Marine 
Corps 

Emits  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
,  REJECTED 

TOTAL 
.  QUANTITY 
,  INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 

.  with  speci- 
fications 

Items 
"billed 
,  short- 
weight 

STATIONS 

,N  M 

N  M 

.N  M 

:u  m 

IT  M 

NEW  YOEK 

1S0932 

93660 

29U0 

km 

.  1S3872 

97775 

7S 

125 

,0 

0 

NORFOLK 

'  72U957 

26021 

7^175 

3590 

799132 

29611 

1828 

0 

.0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

;  280981 

2U501 

U112 

38U 

.  2S5093 

2US85 

'.  929 

59 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

3515SO 

92276 

S588 

170 

360168 

92UU6 

:  269 

161 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

21^7300 

.150000 

229730O 

1000 

0 

VALLEJO 

,  277S66 

H2770 

5071 

296 

282937 

*B066 

913 

50 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

3963616 

27922S 

2kkSZ6 

8555 

U208502 

2877S3 

5017 

395 

.0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S,  SHIPPING  BOARD 


NEV;  YORK 

UUS69 

2?60 

H7129 

0 

1° 

NORFOLK 

.  58555 

1200 

59755 

0 

TOTALS 

103U2U 

3^60 

106SSU 

0  .0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Norfolk  office  inspected  other  products, 
including  fresh,  cured  and  smoked  meats,  dairy  and  "bakery  products,  ice  cream 
and  sea  foods,  in  the  following  amounts: 

Navy  Marines 
Passed  58996  lbs,  361  lbs. 

Rejected  185   Q_ 

TOTAL  59181  361 

The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  39,015  lbs  ,  of  bread;  passed  38,765, 
and  rejected  250  lbs.    In  addition  525  lbs,  of  rolls  for  the  Navy  were  examined. 

The  New  York  office  also  inspected  products  for  The  United  States  Lines 
and  the  Munson  Line  as  follows: 

Vegetables  Fruits  Rejections 

United  States  Lines  Ub0,b06  2SH,697  20,108 

I fans  on  Line  69.955  2k, ^oO 

TOTALS  530,5^1 


309,05 


2,028 
^2,136 
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1  c .     CONFEPJIjOES  OF  .INSPECTORS/ 

The  conferences  regarding  the  citrus  grades  and  their  relation  to  the 
inspection  of  these  fruits  in  Florida  will  "be  held  as  follows 

OCT.  20  &  21  in  Washington  office.    Besides  the  local  officials,  those 
to  attend  this  conference  include  J.  J,  Gardner,  of  Martinsburg,  W.Va.,  office; 
H.  H.  Henderson,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,and  S.F.  Shreve  and  W.  E.  Harrison,  of 
Baltimore. 

OCT.  gg  &  ZS,  at  New  York.    In  addition  to  the  New  York  City  inspectors, 
the  offices  at  Philadelphia,  New  Haven  and  Boston  will  "be  represented  here, 

OCT.  2k  &  25  at  Pi ttsourgh..    This  gathering  will  include  Pittsburgh 
inspectors  and  representatives  from  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Columbus  and  Cincin- 
nati. 

OCT.  27  &  28  at  Chicago,  to  be  comprised  of  Chicago  staff  and  inspec- 
tors from  Detroit,  Milwaukee  and  Minneapolis . 

OCT.  21  &       at  St. .  Lcv-is>.    This  meeting  will  be  made  up  of  inspectors 
in  St.  Louis  and  those  from  Indianapolis,  Memphis  and  Kansas  City. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  who  will  attend  all  of  these  gatherings,  will  then 
proceed  to  Florida,  via  New  Orleans,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether 
a  conference  of  near-by  inspectors  will  be  held  at  New  Orleans. 

F.  &.  R03B, 
Specialist  in  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES:  , 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  is  expected  to  arrive  on  Monday  from  Florida, where 
he  has  been  gathering  samples  of  citrus  fruits  fer  demonstration  purposes  at 
the  citrus  grade  conferences-  of  inspectors.    These  conferences  will  be  hald 
at  various  central  points,  during  the  next  two  weeks,  as  outlined  on  a-tfcl?d-'~ 
page  of  this  Division  Letter. 

Mr.  Robb,  Mr.  Samson  and  Dr.  D.  H.  Rose  (B.P.I.)  also  expect  to  attend 
the  inspectors'  conferences,  to  be  held  at  New  York,  Pittsburgh,  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis.    These  men  probably  will  -leave  Washington  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Mr.  Stillwell  will  leave  Monday  night ! for  a  northern  trip  in  the  in- 
terest of  "the  market  news  service.    He  expects  to  confer  with  market  reporters 
and  members  of  the  trade  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Presque  Isle  and 
Rochester.    On  his  return  trip,  Mr.  Stillwell  may  also  visit  the  offices  at 
Pittsburgh,  Harrisburg  and  Baltimore.    He  will  be  absent  about  two  weeks. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  will  be  spent  in  Philadelphia  and  the  remainder  of  the  n 
week  in  New  York. 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  returned  some  days  ago  from  his  short  trip  through  the 
Virginia  apple  sections,,  and  plans  to  leave  again  on  Monday  for  a  similar  in- 
vestigational trip  which  may  take  him  to  Moorestown  and  Trenton,  N.J.;  New 
York  City,  Albany  and  Rochester,  N.Y.;  Harrisburg  and  Biglerville,  Pa.  Mr. 
Wilcox,  of  the  Photographic  Section,  will  accompany  Mr.  Pailthorp,  to  secure 
a  number  of  pictures  of  operations  in  various  apple-shipping  districts.  Par- 
ticular attention  will  be  given  on  this  trip  to  the  commercial  grading  and 
packing  of  apples,  and  to  all  phases  of  the  export  trade. 
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OFFICE  HOTgjSj  (Continued)  : 

R.  W,  Davis  will  leave  shortly  on van  investigational  trip  through  the 
northern  celery  regions,.    He  will  study  the  packing  of  this  product,  with  a 
view  to  recommending  specifications  .for  a'standard  celery  crate  or  crates. 
Mr.  Davis  1  .itinerary  permits  stops  at  Kalamazoo  and  other  points  in  Michigan; 
at  -Chicago,  Cleveland,  Williamson,  N.Y.',  and  other  shipping  points  in  New 
York  State. 

Leaving  Washington  on  Sunday  afternoon,  J.  W.  Strowbridge,  of  Mr. 
Samson's  section,  will  go  to  Chicago  for.  the  purpose-  of  abstracting  data  on 
California  citrus  fruit  shipments  and  distribution  from' the  records  of  the 
S.F,R,D.  and  the  P.F.E.  companies,    Mr,  Strowbridge  may  be  absent  several 
weeks,        -     . ,          •  ':-  ■'"  '  ' 

G.  B.  Fiske  left  on  Tuesday  night  for  Rochester,  N.Y,    He  will  make  a 
study  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  shipping  districts  in  the  western  part  of 
New  York,  in  order  to  obtain  detailed  data  and  background  material  for  the 
preparation  of  bulletins  on  the  marketing  of  these  crops, 

"Quite  a  number  of  the  market  news  offices  were  closed  all  or-  part  of 
Monday,  October  13,  as  Columbus  Day  was'  observed  as  a  local  holiday  in  those 
•eitifcs.  ••  . 

Wj,  J,  Bertush,  of  the  Detroit . off ice,  assisted  in  Cleveland  recently 
and  has  again  returned  to  that  city  to  help  S,  N.  Green  with  the  market  news 
work  and  inspections  during  the  absence  of  Ray- C,  Bish,  who  is  engaged  on 
shipping-point  inspections  of  Ohio  onions, : 

C.  K,  Behnke  .stopped  at  the  Washington  office  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
en  route  from' New  York  City  to  Florida,    He  will  drive  one  of  the  inspection 
automobiles  from  Macon,- ,  Ga,  ,  to  Miami,  Fla. stopping  for  a  day  at  Orlando. 
Miami  will  be' Mr.  Behnke 's  present  headquarters  on '  shipping-point  inspection 
work,  •  :.v 

W,  E,  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  market  news  office,  was  a  visitor  to 
the  Washington  office  last  Monday,     It  was  .a  local  holiday  in  Baltimore, 

9 

J,  A,  Marks  expects  to  -  leave-  Pittsburgh  within  a  few  days  and  drive 
by  autom6  aLla'-to  Florida,  where,  he  also  will  help  with  inspections  this  season. 

M,  L,  Henry  left  New  York  City  on  Wednesday' night  for  Pittsburgh.  He 
will'  take  up  the  work  which  has  been  handled :,by  Mr.  Marks,  remaining  in  Pitts- 
burgh until  the  return  of  J,  J.  Gardner  about,  the  end  of  next  week, 

J,'W,  Howard,  who  has  been  assisting,  in  Minneapolis,  proceeded  to  New 
Orleans  on  Thursday,  where  he  will  help  C,  R,  Newton  with  inspection  work  for 
indefinite  period,  r  .-.  ••  ...  ••  r 

■In  order  to  give  R,..«M.  Eferguson  'and  R,  M.  Peterson  Opportunity  to  com- 
plete their  annual  leave,. G.  W,  Winfrey  has  :gone  from  the  Chicago  'office  to 
Minneapolis,  succeeding  J,  W,  .Howard  at  that  point,'  • 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

P.  A.  Powell,  formerly  stipe  rvisiilg  inspector  in  the  Eagle  district  of 
Colorado,  has  "been  with  the  California  Inspection  Service  since  July  1,  "but 
did  not  again  "become  a  cooperative  employee  in  this  Bureau  until  September  1. 
Mr.  Powell's  present  address  is  15  Friedberger  Blodgett  Building,  Lodi,  Calif. 
His  name  and  address  should  have  appeared  with  the  list  of  California  cooper- 
ative employees,  published  in  the  D.L.  for  October  3« 

The  cooperative  market  news  service  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  will  be  re- 
sumed on  Monday,  October  20,  with  the  re-installation  of  the  leased  wire  from 
Atlanta,  G-a.,  to  Jacksonville. 

In  connection  with  the  brief  citrus-fruit  reports  to  be  issued  at  the 
Orlando,  Fla.,  field  station,  starting  next  Monday,  it  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  Fruitman's  Club,  Orlando,  has  subscribed  $1,000  in  support  of  this 
service  and  that  the  State  Marketing  Bureau  also  will  cooperate  by  bearing 
the  expense  of  part  of  the  telegraphic  relays  from  Jacksonville  to  Orlando. 

News  from  the  Washington  office  includes  the  following:    After  a  six- 
months1  furlough,  Mrs.  Ethel  A.  Mitchell  expects  to  return  to  duty  this  Satur- 
day and  probably  will  assist  Miss  Mary  Hall  with  statistical  work.    Mrs.  Alice 
M.  Berger,  formerly  connected  with  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  has  been  rein- 
stated aft&r  several  months'  absence,  and  is  now  on  Mr.  Clay's  stencil -cut ting 
force.    Miss  Dena  Hammer  was  called  to  her  home  at  Kimball,  S.  Dak.,  on  account 
of  the  critical  illness  of  her  mother.    Miss  Polly  Heitman,  employed  until  re- 
cently in  the  Los  Angeles  office  but  now  on  furlough  in  the  East,  has  been  a 
visitor  among  former  associates  in  the  Washington  office.    The  F.&  V.  ladies' 
bowling  team  won  two  out  of  three  games  from  the  Inter-division  team  and  the 
men's  team  beat  the  Cotton  Division  3-0  Tuesday  evening. 

John  D.  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office,  visited  the  Alliance  potato  dist- 
rict in  western  Nebraska  over  the  last  week-end,  and  this  week-end  will  make 
a  similar  trip  to  the  Greeley  section  of  Colorado. 

J.  H.  Cain,  clerk-typist  in  the  Atlanta  office,  was  struck  by  an  auto- 
mobile last  Saturday  and  painfully  but  not  seriously  injured. 

Articles  or  interviews  by  some  of  our  field  men,  published  in  recent 
issues  of  trade  papers,  are  as  follows:     The  New  York  Produce  News  for  October 
11  carried  a  half-column  interview  with  H.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
office,  on  the  great  possibilities  of  radio- telephony  in  the  distribution  of 
market  news.    The  New  York  Packer  of  the  same  date  devoted  three-quarters  of 
a  column  to  statements  by  C.  W.  Kauck,  E.J.  Powell  and  C.E.  Linwood,  all  at 
Fresno,  on  the  raisining  of  grapes,  etc.    The  Spokane  office  was  represented 
by  a  whole-column  article  on  the  northwestern  apple  situation. 

The  Fruitman's  Guide  (New  York  City)  for  October  U  and  11,  respectively, 
contained  extensive  articles  by  A.E.  Prugh  on  western  New  York  peaches  and  cab- 
bage.   These  are  the  same  articles  which  will  appear  in  Crops  and  Markets;  in 
fact,  the  peach  story  has  already  been  printed  in  Crops  and  Markets  for  Octo- 
ber 11.    Mr.  Prugh  also  increased  the  circulation  of  this  material  by  mimeo- 
graphing parts  or  all  of  it  in  connection  with  his  daily  market  reports. 
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la.    GOOD  QUALITY  POTATOES  III  fagfE. 

Under  date  of  October  16,  F.  E.  Rutland,   in  charge  of  the  Presque  Isl 
field  station,  sent  the  following  report 

"Weather  during  early  October  was  very  favorable  for  harvesting 
potatoes  in  the  Aroostook  section  of  Maine.!  and  it  was  estimated  that 
about  Sofo  of  the  crop  had  "been  dug  and  either  stored  or  shipped.  If 
this  is  a  fact,   it  means  that  about  50^  of  the  total  had  been  harvest- 
ed between  October  k  and  lo,  which  is  a  record  for  Maine* 

"Low  prices  prevailing  throughout  the  digging  season  caused  ? 
larger  portion  of  the  early  harvest  to  ro  to  storage,  and.  practically 
all  available  space  has  been  filled.    There  was  a  rather  acute  short- 
age of  storage  space  in  mid-October.    Most  of  the  crop  remaining'  to  be 
gathered  must  be  shipped  ?s  it  is  dug.    There  is  also  a  considerable 
quantity  of  potatoes in  open  storage  .that  mast  be  moved  before  cold 
weather  comes.    This  will  tend  to  make  shipments  for  the  last  half  of 
the  month  heavier  than  would  ordinarily  be  the  case. 

"Quality  of  the  potatoes  throughout  the  district  is  excellent. 
The  stock  is  clean  and  remarkably  free  from  disease.    This  is  due  to 
the  more  extensive  use  of  certified  seed  and  more  careful  treatment 
of  growing  fields  by  the  farmers.     In  addition*   the  dry  weather  has 
helped  to  keep  stock  free  from  dirt  and  this  has  improved  the  general 
appearance.    Green  Mountains,  as  usual,  were  of  slightly  better 
quality  than  Irish  Cobblers.    The  rather  late  kill  in --frost  permitted 
allof  the  Green  Mountain-  variety  to  grow  to  a  nice  size,  but,  contrary 
to  expectations,   there  was  'only  a  small  quantity  of  overgrown  potatoes. 

"Yields  generally  have  been  very  satisfactory,  but  no  record- 
breaking  fields  have  been  reported.    No  figures  are  as  yet  available 
as  to  the  -probable  average  yield.    Mary  growers  and  dealers  claim, 
however,   that  the  average  will  be  considerably  greater  than  last  year. 

"There  is  some  complaint  about  the  unusually  small  demand  for 
certified  potato  seed  for  spring  planting  in  the  southern  States. 
Large  dealers  claim  that  only  50$  as  many  orders  have  been  confirmed 
to  date  this  season  as  last  year.    They  believe  that  buyers  in  Virginia 
•  and  Florida  are  either  unable  or  -unwilling  to  put  up  guarantees  or  to 
purchase  for  cash.    Low  prices  received  for  this  year's  crip  and  failure 
of  growers  in  the  southern  States  to  make  money  this  season  are  assign- 
ed as  reasons  for  the  inactive  seed  market. 

"Local  factors  do  not  now  interpret  this  to  mean  a  curtailment 
of  acreage  in  the  South,  nor  do  they  believe  that  purchases  are  being- 
made  to  any  groat  extent  from  competing  seed  sections.    Large  quantities 
of  certified  stock  are  being  stored  in  anticipation  of  an  increased  de- 
mand later  in  the  season.    Warehouse  men  claim  that  the  amount  of  certi- 
fied seed  stored  to  date  is  somewhat  greater  then  usual.    This  would  in- 
dicate that,   even  though  the  southern  potato  districts  do  delay  purchas- 
ing supplies,  there  will  be  no  shortage  of  seed  stock." 

(Pace  km.) 
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2a.     AROUSING-  INTEREST  II?  BULLISH  ,;:?PIES. 

In  view  of  the  heavy  exports  of  American  apples  to  England,  the  follow-' 
ing  item  will  "be  of  interest.     It  is  part  of  a  clipping  from  the  October  10 
issue  of  the  London  '-Daily  Telegraph/1  received  through  Agricultural  Commission- 
er Edward  A.  Foley,  in  London.     Hie  city  of  Hereford,  which  is  mentioned  prom- 
inently,  is  a  place  of  about  25? 000  population  in  southwest  England,  and  was 
founded  early  in  the  fth.  century: - 

"Emit  shows  arc  the  order  of  the  day,  the  object  of  all,  except  the 
Imperial  show  at  Birmingham  on  the  2Hth,  being  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
home  produce.     The  mossago  of  those  displays  is,  "Eat  more  fruit,  with  prefer- 
ence for  home  or  Empire  grown."  .  The  fine  fruit  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Horti- 
cultural Society's  show  in  London  this  week  demonstrated  what  cam  bo  done  at 
home;  tho  Birmingham  show  will  indicate  the  possibilities  of  Empire  and  will, 
no  doubt,  prove  a  great  attraction  to  the  trade  and  the  public,  but  growers 
and  the  industry  are  keenly  interested  in  a  departure  new  to  this  country, 
though  no  novelty  in  fruit-growing  areas  of  the  8ontinent. 

Hereford  Festival. 

"At  the  close  of  this  month  Hereford  will  inaugurate  an  apple  festival, 
towards  the  success  of  which  the  municipal  authorities  are  combining  with  the 
fruit  and  cider  industries,  the  woman's  institutes,  the  County  Agricultural 
Committee,  and  others  concerned.  Arrangements  are  being  completed  to  make  the 
first  apple  festival  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  ancient  city.  One 
of  the  many  attractions  will  be  a  carnival  pageant,  illustrating  the  apple 
through  the-  ago s,  from  the  Garden  of  Eden  to  the  latest  methods  of  packing 
and  grading  for  market.    There  will  be  competitions  for  retailers  and  the  pub- 
lic, apples  will  be  on  sale  everywhere  for  the  benefit  of  the  hospital,  and 
the  event  will  conclude  with  a  fancy  dress  ball,  at  which  the  apple  will  be 
the  principal  ornament  in  the  array  of  costumes.    The  central  effort  will  be  a 
show  in  the  Shire  Hall,  at  which  a  leading  feature  will  be  that  vital  matter 
in  successful  sales,  -  grading  and  packing,  -  one  which  the  industry  is  be- 
ginning to  appreciate  after  persisting  in  turning  deaf  ears  and  closed  eyes  so 
long  to  the  efforts  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  to  the  results  obtain- 
ed by  foreign  and  Dominions  producers  on  our  markets.     The  Pershore  district 
growers  have  been  pioneers  in  this  direction,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  see  the 
movement  extending." 

3a.     Ill  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  EOR  OCTOBER  IS: 

Page  2U6  -  Special  paragraphs  on  potatoes  in  weakly  review. 

2U7  -  Northwestern  Apple  Shipments  Increase,  -  by  Gr.E.  Prince. 

-  Apple  Season  Opening  in  Colorado,  -  by  R.  H.  Lamb. 

-  Tomatoes  Moving  from  Southern  California,,  -  by  H.A.  Harris. 

-  Idaho  Growers  Holding  Late  Potatoes,  -  by  G.  D  Clark. 

-  Colorado  Vegetables  in  Demand,  -  by  John  D.  Snow. 

252  -  Distribution  of  Colorado  peach  shipments.   (Filler,  based  on 

review  of  season  by  R.  H.  Lamb). 
256  -  Prices  of  .American  Apples  in  British  Markets,  week  ending 

Oct.  11. 

NOTE:-    If  your  office  does  not  receive  "Crops  and  Markets"  regularly, 
please  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly. 
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k&'  CEMGES  SU^SSTSD  U  GEOPGIA.  P£ACT-m^-7  IFG  PRACTICES^ 

The  1924  Season  was  a  difficult  one  for  the  Georgia' Peach  Growers » 
Exchange,  Macon,  Ga. ,  and  proved  unprofitable  to  many  growers,  according  to  a 
statement  of  the  president,  received  by-  our  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation 
An  unusually  large  crop  brought  many  problems,   the  estimated  production  being 
22,000  cars,   compared  with  a  normal  production  of  7,000  or  '8,000  cars  in  pre- 
vious years.   The  number  of  cars  shipped  by  all  agencies  was  13,500.   It  is 
stated  that  the  losses  were  far  less  than  they  would  have  been  without  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Exchange,  which  was  "the  only  stabilizing  influence  that  existed, 
but  was  not  capacitated  to  handle  the  movement  which  developed  in  July."     The  • 
belief  is  also  expressed  that  "it  is  doubtful  if  such  a  movement  of  peaches  as 
that  of  July  can  ever  be  handled  as  fresh  fruit." 

A  fatal  mistake  was  made  in  shipping  much  of  the  fruit  on  consignment 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  sales  agents  but  at  the  insistent -demand  "of  the 
growers'.  ■ 

Among  measures  taken  by  the  Exchange  to  aid  the  industry  was  the  em- 
ployment of  a  research  chemist  to  develop  uses  for  peaches  other  than  as  fresh 
fruit.     A  by-product  was  produced  which  is  believed  to  have  good  possibilities, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  research  work.  A  campaign. .was  conducted  to  teach 
the  farmers  the  value  of  thinning  peaches,  also  a  campaign  for  better  packing 
and  Government  inspection.     The  improvements  in  packing  alone  were  sufficient 
to  justify  the  existence  of  the  association.     The  president  believes  that  the 
handling  at  point  of  origin  must  be  perfected  and  surrounded  with  such  safe- 
guards as  will  protect  it  from  imposition  by  questionable  shippers. 

In  discussing  the  prospects  for  the  future,  the  president  considers 
the  large  plantings  soon  to  come  into  bearing  and  the  larger  crops  to  be  hand- 
led, and  makes  some  suggestions.     Among  other  things  he  recommends  that  as 
rapidly  as  possible  the  commercial  grades  of  peaches  -shall  be  reduced  to  three 
varieties:     Early  Rose,  Hiley,  and  Elberta,-  and  that  other  trees  be  pulled  out; 
that  a  State  law  shall  be  enacted,'  giving  some  department  the  power  to  adopt 
standard  grades  and  packs  and  to  enforce  inspection  at  point  of  origin;  that 
the  contract  shall  be  changed  and  that  each  local  unit  shall  be  reorganized 
under  a  charter,  making  each  locality  practically  independent  and  in  full 
charge  of  marketing  its  own  fruit;   that  additional  plants  be  built  for  the 
manufacture  of  by-products;  and  that  community  houses  be  re— financed. 

A  committee  of  growers,  appointed. by  the  bos.rd  of  directors    made  a 
report  under  date  of  September  30,  regarding  changes  which  it  was  believed 
should  be  made  in  the  by-laws.     The  committee  recommended  that  growers  be  per- 
mitted to  make  orchard  sales  or  f .o.b.   sales,'  and  that  they  be  permitted  to 
indicate  that  the  portion  of  the  "crop  delivered  to  the  Exchange  be  consigned 
instead  of  sold  f  o.b.  The  committer  further  recommended  that  the  Exchange  be 
paid  4$  on  f. o.b.  sales  and  orchard  sales  made  by  growers,  and  that  the  Ex- 
change deduct  lOfc  of  the  gross  sale  price  of  fruit  forwarded  on  consignment. 

It  was  suggested  by  the  committee  that  the  Georgia  peach  industry  urge 
Federal  legislation,  reauiring  all  receivers  of  fruits  and  vegetables  to  be 
under  Federal  license. 

5a.    IMPORTANCE  OF  ff .  &  V .  INDUSTRY  IN  NEVi  YORK  STATE. 

The  Rochester  office  recently  issued  a  .two-page  report  on  the  above 
subject,  which  is  full  of  interesting  facts.    It  emphasizes  the  great  impor- 
tance of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  New  York  and  compares  the  State  shipments 
with  those  for  the  United  States.    New  York  ships  about  l/lO  of  the  total. 
Distribution  is  shoy/n  by  a  map,  and  there  is  also  a  table  of  unloads  . 
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6a.     $13,000,000  TO  BE  DISTRIBUTED  TO  RAISIB  PROWERS. 

In  connection  with  the  studies  now  "being  made  by  C.  W.  Kauck,  at  FrPsno, 
the  following  information,  recently  received  "by  the  Division  of  Agricultural 
Cooperation,   is  of  special  interest:-  4 

"The  raisin  industry  of  California  has  passed  its  crisis  with  success," 
announces  the  president  of  the  Sun-Maid  Raisin  Growers  of  California,  Fresno, 
Calif.     He  further  states  that  the  association  has  worked  out  the.  problem  of 
overproduction  by  increasing  the  consumption  from  140,000  tons  to  200,000  tons 
and  by  converting  the  remaining  100,000  tons  into  other  products. 

August  shipments  of  Sun-Maid  raisins  amounted  to  1,102  carloads,  com- 
pared with  357  carloads  for  August  of  last  year.     The  exports  for  August  were 
4,396  tons,  compared  with  2,795  tons  for  the  same  month  last  year.     Total  sales 
in  Oriental  countries  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1924  were  222,588  cases, 
against  108,165  cases  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1923. 

Payments  to  members,  authorized  at  the  August  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors,  will  amount  fco  approximately  $13,000,000.  An  additional  half-cent 
on  the  1923  crop  will  amount  to  about  $2,500,000;  an  advance  of  two  cents  per 
pound  on  1924  raisins  will  total  more  than  $10,000,000;  and  the  first  annual 
dividend  on  the  preferred  stock  of  the  association  will  amount  to  $350,000,  a 
large  portion  of  which  will  go  to  members. 

On  account  of  the  improved  condition  of  the  industry,  better  arrange- 
ments for  financing  were  possible,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  saving  of 
$75,000  in  interest  charges  will  result.     Funds  will  be  secured  through  a 
syndicate  of  California  banks  and  through  the  Federal  Intermediate  Credit  3a.nl:. 

A  bonus  of  $10  a  ton  is  offered  to  growers  who  complete  their  deliveries 
before  November  10.     This  will  make  the  advance  amount  to  two  and  one-half  cents 
for  raisins  delivered  in  time  to  reach  the  holiday  trade. 

Forty-nine  delivery  stations  are  operating,  39  of  which  are  in  con- 
tinuous operation,  2  only  by  appointment,  and  the  remainder  from  one  to  five 
days  a  week.     The  date-delivery  system  is  used.  ,  Each  grower  arranges  for  his 
appointments  for  delivery.     No  fruit  is  received  unless  previous  appointments 
have  been  made,  and  if  a  grower  is  late  his  appointment  is  cancelled.  This 
me©. od  saves  the  growers  much  time  and  makes  possible  the  handling  of  larger 
quantities  of  fruit  at  the  plants. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  President  Ralph  P.   Merritt,   at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors,  that,   if  the  association  had  but  four  packing  houses 
strategically  located,  its  manufacturing  activities  could  be  handled  with  an 
investment  of  but  $750,000  in  packing  materials  instead  of  the  $1  800,000  re- 
quired by  the  14  existing  plants.     He  further  stated  that  the  saving  in  in- 
terest, were  the  smaller  investment  possible,  would  amount  to  $60-,  000  annually. 

7a .    NEfl  BULLETIN  Off  STANDARD  BASKETS. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  IH3I+,  entitled  "Standard  Baskets,  for  Fruits  and 
Vegetables,"  has  just  come  from  the  press.     This  is  a  revision  of  the  basket 
portion  of  F .  B.  No.  II96  ■    Joint  authors  are  H.  A.  Spilman  and  F .  P .  Downing. 
The  new  bulletin  contains  18  pages  and  is  admirably  illustrated  with  lU  half- 
tone cuts .    The  last  two  pages  of  the  bulletin  give  a  list  of  States  which 
have  standardized  varims  types  of  containers  and  the  title  and  address  of 
the  enforcing  official . 
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1  NEtig  SERVICE  _ 

lb  .     TELEGRAPHIC  REklKDERS  BISCCiiTI.URD  FOR  HONEY  aND  BEESw.-*X  REPORTS^ 

This  item  applies  to  the  following  market  stations:  3oston,  JJes?  York, 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Los  ^.ngeies.: 

Heretofore,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  send  out  telegraphic  reminders 
of  the  semi-monthly  honey  and  "beeswax  77ires  a  day  or  two  "before  they  are  due  . 
It  should  not  be  necessary  to  place  these  reminders  on  the  wire  to  secure 
these  reports  on  time,  and  no  further  wires  of  this  sort  will  "be  sent.  All 
market  stations  have  desk  pads,  on  which  the  days  for  honey  and  "beeswax  re- 
ports can  be  marked  in  advance  for  a  year,  if  necessary. 

Honey  reports  are  published  on  the  1st  ar.d  15th  of  each  month.  The 
market  wires  are  due  on  the  ikth  and  last  days  of  the  month,   or  on  the  days 
immediately  preceding  if  the  regular  reporting  dates  fall  on  a  holiday  or 
Sunday.     In  the  summer  at  least,  it  may  seem  best  to  secure  the  honey  report 
on  Fridays  instead* of  Saturdays,  in  order  to  find  more  dealers  in  their  of- 
fices •     The  quotations  and  conditions  always  should  represent  the  market  of 
the  day  the  report  is  filed,   so  we  can  properly  date  the  reports  on  the  pub- 
lished bulletin. 

Please  make  the  necessary  entries  on  your  desk  calendar  pad  immediately 
upon  receipt  of  this  Division  Letter.    Then  the  reporting  days  will  not  be 
overlooked . 


2b .    PEAR  GROWERS  PAID  PROMPTLY^ 

According  to  reports  received  by  our  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooper- 
ation, higher  average  prices  than  usual  for  Bartlett  pears  £re  reported  by 
the  California  Pear  Growers'  Association,  San  Francisco,  Calif.    Up  to  Sept- 
ember 12  the  number  of  cars  shipped  was  5,3.1+2,  which  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1922,  and  &2°/o  as  many  as  in  1923  when  6,265  cars  had  been  shipped  to  the  same 
date.    Final  computations  on  prices  have  not  been  completed,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved the  average  for  Bartlett  pears  will  be  around  $S5  Per  ten,  compared 
with  $67  in  ISIS,  $95  in  1919,  $115  in  1920,  $?"0  id  1921,  $U6  in  192a,  and 
$51  in  1923  •     In  considering  the  reasons  for  the  improved  prices  this  season, 
the  factor  of  prompt  transportation  is  given  first  place  .    Because  shipments 
were  not  delayed  they  arrived  in  good  order.    The  season  began  earlier  than 
ever  before  and  there  was  no  "peak"  in  the  market.    Distributinn  was  better 
than  ever  before,  many  carlots  going  to  the  smaller  markets,  thus  preventing 
gluts  in  the  larger  cities  .    More  uniform  packing  is  given  credit  for  a  part 
of  the  improvement,  and  advertising  is  also  considered  a  factor. 

A  first  payment  on  growers1  canning -pear  accounts  was' made  on  or  about 
August  5.  amounting  to  $10  a  ton;  a  second  payment  of  50/°  of  the  unpaid  bal- 
ance was  made  about  August  20;  on  September  1  the  growers  were  paid  $0)0  of 
the  remainder;  and  on  September  15  they  were  paid  75/c  °f  the  remaining  balance 
making  a  total  of  about  95^  of  the  entire  amount  within  75  days  of  the  first 
delivery  of  pears  and  within  15  days  of  the  delivery  of  the  last  lots- 


> 
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3b.     POTATO  SITUATION  IN  WESTERN  NEBRASKA^ 

John  D.  Snow,  of  the  Lenver  office,  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of 
October  l6:- 

"On  my  recent  trio  to  western 'Nebraska,   I  vent  first  to  Alliance.  In 
talking  with  shippers  there, I  learned  that  the  unusually  dry  season  had  greatly 
reduced  the  yield  and  that  Triumphs  would  average  about  50  "bushels  per  acre. 
The  acreage  in  the  dry-land  district  has  "been  considerably  reduced  this  season, 
not  only  on  table  stock  hut  also  on  certified  seed.    Mr.  Merrill,  in  charge 
of  the  seed  certification,  advised  that  only    3»^00  acres  were  ap-olied  for  cer- 
tification, compared  with  5>800  acres  last  year.     The  old  timers  fctated  that 
it  was  the  dryest  season  in  20  years. 

"Around  Alliance  and  Hemingford  most  of  the  fields  had  "been  dug  "by  Octo- 
ber 11,  but  Marsland  was  about  two  weeks  late  and  not  yet  dug.     There  is  con- 
siderable scab  on  the  stock  in  this  dry-land  district,  and,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  stock  raised  around  Hemingford,   it  is  running  too  small  for 
table  use    but  is  good  seed  size.    There  is  very  little  Fusariutn  this  season. 
Because  of  che  small  size  and  absence  of  Eusarium,  growers  and  shippers  are 
planning  to  sell  as  much  of  the  stock  for  seed  as  possible.    With  the  produc- 
tion of  certified  seed  about  half  that  of  last  year,  it  seems  probable  that 
there  will  be  a  good  outlet  for  the  uncertified  stock  as  seed.  Practically 
nothing  is  being  shipped  from  this  dry-land  district  now,  and  I  am  in  a  quan- 
dary about  quoting  a  table-stock  market  for  the  Hemingford- Alliance  district. 
It  is  certain  nothing  will  be  shipped  for  table  use  that  can  be  sold  as  seed, 
and  at  the  pre'sent-  table-stock  prices  there  will  be  very  little  movement.  As 
I  stated,  Hemingford  claims  to  have  some  good-size  potatoes  which  will  move  as 
table  stock. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Early  Ohics,  both  for  seed  and  table  use 
are  rapidly  losing  importance  in  the  Hemingf ord-Alliance  district,  and  this 
season  probably  90^  of  the  acreage  is  in  Triumphs. 

"Indian  labor  has  been  very  plentiful  during  the  digging  and,  where  last 
year  the  pay  was  $U.OO  a  day,  laborers  were  obtained  this  season  at  $3-00  & 
day. 

"Another  interesting  development  is  the  handling  of  certified  seed.  Here- 
tofore, the  State  has.  maintained  a  corps  of  inspectors  and  set  the  standard  for 
certified  stock.    This  season  an  organization  called  the  Nebraska  Certified 
Po'ta^o  Growers 1  Association  has  been  formed.    This  Association  hires  the  field 
and  bin  inspectors  fcr  certification  and' pays  them.    About  their  only  connec- 
tion with  the  State  is  that  they  use  the  State's  standard  for  certified  seed. 
Not  only  is  the  Association  doing  the  certifying,  -but  it  is  also  doing  the 
selling.     In  other  words,  if  a  man  wanted  his  seed  certif ie^^he  would  have  to 
join  the  Association  and  allow  his  seed  to  be  sold  through   ^  organization. 
One-year  contracts  are  in  force.    The  manager  believes  prospects  are  good  for 
the  Nebraska  certified  seed  market,  and  the  Association  is  now  quoting  $2.20 
per  cwt.  on  Nebraska  certified  Bliss  Triumphs  for  October  shipment.  The 
prices  for  shipment  in  November  is  $2.35,  and  in  December  $2.50.    The  grower, 
who  so  desires,  can  set  a  higher  price  on  his  seed  and  have  it  held  for  that 
price.    The  first  sale  of  certified  seed  was  made  the  day  I  was  there,  and 
three  cars  of  Triumphs  for  December  shipment  sold  at  $3-20  f.o.b. 

(Continued  on. next  page) 
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"From  Alliance  I  went  to  Scottsbluff ,  Mitchell  and  Morrill,   the  irri- 
gated district.    Shippers  in  that  district  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  acre**.-* 
&ge  had  "been  decreased  about  2($>.    However,  the  yield  is  good  this  year  and 
will  nearly  make  up  for  the  decrease  in  plantings.    About  three-fourths  of  the 
acreage  is  planted  to  Triumphs  and  the  remainder  is  mostly  in  Russet  Sural s, 
with  some  Pearls,  New  York  Rural  s,  Kings,  CobhIerss  and  Ohios.    The  Cobblers 
and  Ohios  have  all  been  shipped.    Yield  cn  Triuarphs  has  been  reported  as  high 
as  UOO  bushels  per  acre,  .but  it  is  probable  that  175  to  200  bushels,  field 
run,  is  the  average  yield.    Russet  Rurals,  which  usually  give  the  highest 
yield  in  this  district,  probably  will  not  be  over  175  bushels  per  acre,  field 
run.    The  Kings  are  yielding  about  200  bushels  per  acre.    Much  of  the  acreage 
was  planted  late  this  season.     The  usual  planting  date  has  been. from  May  25 
to  June  10,  but  this  season  the  fields  were  planted  from  June  5  to  July  U, 
with  most  stock  being  put  in  between  June  10  and  20c     This  late  planting  was 
made  in  an  attempt  to  get  away  from  the  early  blight,  which  badly  affected  the 
stock  last  season. 

"Triumphs  are  running  vary  large  in  size,  with  the  Russets  somewhat 
smaller  than  usual.     Because  of  the  late  planting,  the  Triumphs  now  being 
shipped  looked  very  immature  and  are  badly  feathered  in  many  cases.     The  large 
Triumphs  show  many  growth  cracks,  which  are  very  narrow,  only  about  one-fourth 
inch  deep,  and  are  not  healed.    Just  what  will  develop  while  this  kind  of 
stock  is  being  shipped  from  the  field  is  a  matter  of  speculation. 

"The  help  has  been  plentiful  during  the  digging  season  at  $3.00  per  day 
and  board,  most  of  the  laborers  being  drifters  who  come  in  during  the  harvest 
season. 

"The  Central  Nebraska  Potato  Association  operated  in  a  limited  way  in 
the  Scottsbluf f-Morrill  district .last  season,  but  this  year  seems  to  have 
secured  a  strong  foot-hold,  especially  at  Morrill,  the  heavi  st  shipping  point, 
Fnere  they  had  U0  members  at  that  point  last  year,   they  havel50    this  season. 
The  Association  is  incorporated.     It  does  not  pool  the  crorsof  members  but 
sells  for  $30  a  car,  including  the  brokerage.    Out  of  the  Association  fund, 
$100  per  car  is  advanced  to  the  grower." 

Ub.    REVIEW  0|  COLORADO  PEACh  SEASON. 

Before  leaving  the  Grand  Junction  office,  R.  H.  Lamb  issued  a  six-page 
review  of  the  I92U  peach  season  in  western  Colorado,     It  is  a  preliminary  re- 
port but  gives  a  complete  list  of  destinations  of  1,77*+  cars  of; peaches  that 
were  shipped  to  September  27.     Cars  went  to  at  least  2b  States  and  Canada. 
A  daily  tabulation  of  receipts  and  prices  is  presented  for  the  Kansas  City, 
St.  Louis,  Omaha,  Chicago ,.  Minneapolis ,  Indianapolis  and  Denver  markets. 
Brief  summaries  are  added  for  Cincinnati  and  Detroit.     If  copies  of  this  re- 
view are  desired,  the:;  should  be  requested  immediately  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  at 
C-rand  Junction,  for  that  station  will  close  by  .November  1. 

-  •  ► 

5b.     REVIEWS  0E  COLORADO  LETTUCE  MP  CABBAGE  SEASONS. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  his  last  *  regular  report  onlettuce  and  cabbage, 
John  L.  Snow,  of  the  Denver  office, .published  very  brief  but  comprehensive 
reviews  of  the  season.     They  summarize  the  principal  facts  in  a  cle°.r  manner. 
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6b .     BOX  PACKING  OF  APPLES  TRIED  I'"  lISCQ^SIi^ 

Apple  growers  of  Wisconsin  are  experimenting  again  this  year  in  packing 
their  fruit  in  boxes  for  eastern  trade.     Last  year>  B,  B.  Jones,  Standardizat- 
ion and  Inspection  Specialist  with  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Markets,  Madison 
urged  the  growers  to  try  box  packing.     This  method  of  packing  had  never  been 
attempted  in  Wisconsin  before.    He  instructed  two  packers  in  the  work  and  help- 
ed them  pack  two  carloads  of  boxed  stock  which  was  sold  in  New  York  City  for 
prices  that  brought  the  growers  much  more  money  than  stock  marketed  in  barrels 
and  baskets . 

On  account  of  the  previous  year's  success,  the  growers'  cooperative 
association  at  Sturgeon  Bay  decided  to  enlarge  the  box  packing  business  and 
secured  two  expert  packers  from  Yakima,  Wash..,  who  are  now  putting  up  about 
20  carloads  of  choice  fruit.     The  Department  of  Markets,  with  the  .assistance 
of  these  two  western  packers,   is  conducting  packing  schools,  so  local  packers 
can  learn  the  work  and  take  care  of  it  in  the  future.     The  State^^^ing 

officials  are  of  the  opinion  that  box  packing  has  como  to  stay  and  that  the 
Quantity  of  fruit  so  packed  will  increase  eachyear. 

7b.     FURTHER  ADAPTATIONS  OP  THE  WEEKLY  RE  ifDJW. 


A.  E.  Prugh,  of  the  Rochester  office,. has  adopted" a  labor-saving  and 
time-saving  method  of  utilizing  the  price  tables,  issued  with  the  weekly  re- 
view from  Washington  office.     He  avoids  the  cutting  of  vertical  lines  which 
are  almost  essential  in  typing  a  table  .with  narrow  columns  and  also  avoids 
foot-notes  and  the  numerous  foot-note  reference  marks.     Below  is  a  sample  of 
his  table: 

CARLO 'T  PRICES  AT  SHIPPING-  POINT'S  (compared  with  last  year) 

Oct.   11      Year  Ago 

POTATOES:  Presque  Isle,  Me.',  Green  Mtns.  ,  100  lbs.  bull-  65-60^  $1.20 

Waupaca,  Wis.,  round  whites,  sacked  per  100  lbs,       65-75^  95/ 
(etc.   for  other  sections,  and  other  crops) 
WEEKLY  CARLQT  ARRIVALS  AND  PRICES  TO  JOBBERS  ' 

Week's  .     Price         .  Prioe 
arrivals      Oct . 11       Year  Ago 
POTATOES:     New  York  City,  Me.  Green  Mtns. ,1001bs. '346    $1.25-1.30  §1.85-2.00 
Chicago, northern  rd. whites, C/L, lOOlbs.  750         70-80^  1.00-1.25 
(etc.  for  other  markets  and  other  crops) 
Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  weekly  mimeographed  Summary  of  Carlot 
Shipments  from  Washington,  Mr.  Prugh  inserts  at  .the  top  of  that  day's  market 
reports  a  comparative  summary  of  New  York  shipments  and  United  States  ship- 
ments for  each  crop  of  interest  to  western-  New  York.     Crop  names  are  used  as 
column  headings  across  the  top  -of  the  sheet,  and  the  usual  Carlot  Summary 
column  headings  appear  in  the  left  margin  as  line  designations-,  the  first 
line  showing  New  York  totals  and  the  next,  line  U.   S.  totals,  6t<- 

The  Rochester  office  has  been  issuing  a  daily  report  on  seven  differ- 
ent products.     Vegetables  arepublished  on  the  two  sides  of  one  sheet,  and  the 
fruit  reports  on  a  separate  sheet.     Separate'  reports  are  prepared  for  Special 
Radio  and  Newspaper  Release.     The  first  of  these  summarizes  the  western  New 
York  f.o.b.  market  on  eachof  the  leading  products,  followed  by  destinations 
of  the  preceding  day's  shipments,  and  then  by  total  United  States  (and  State) 
shipments  of  the  several  fruits  and  vegetables.     The  second  radio  and  press 
release  gives  brief  city  market  reports  for  each  product,  about  five  markets 

for  each  line.  „    „  '^m* 

B.  C.  BORES, 

Investigator  in  Market.  Surveys. 
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FKESNO,  CaLIF  .  ** 

■■■■ 

919 

c. 

Schultz 

Sre.pes 

July  25 

Nov  . 

29 

Sequoia  Hotel 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO.** 

"  8U6 

Pi. 

L. 

Sut  t  on 

Potatoes 

"   \  . 

Aug.  4  .  .. 

Oct  . 

31 

Chamber  of  Commerce  .. 

Pears* 

Aug .  7 

Sept 

.  6* 

Pee  rs  * 

Sept .16 

Oct . 

Ij  * 

Peaches*' 

jkad  .'26 

Sept 

.22* 

Apoles 

Sept .22 

Oct . 

31 

blnton  harbor ,  Mm.**. 

83s 

R. 

H. 

Shoemaker 

Apples. 

Aug.  30 

Oc  t . 

25 

Room  1,  Commercial  jjjfe, 

Pears* 

Sept  .  5 

Oct . 

13* 

Potatoes 

Sept .13 

Oct. 

- 

Onions . 

Sept.  20 

Oct . 

j 

Grapes 

Sept.  22 

Oct . 

Pi  arbe  s  * 

Sent.  2^ 

Oct. 

13* 

PRESQ,UE  ISLE,  x.E.. 

Zk2 

H. 

E.' 

',  Rut  land 

Potato.es. 

Sept..  12" 

Apr . 

1 

Greenlaw  Block: 

SPOKANE,  WASH,       .  . 

Skf. 

G. 

E . 

Prince 

Apples  . 

Sept.  10 

Liar . 

1*5 

Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHESTER  N.Y. 

S37 

A . 

E .' 

Pruph 

Pears 

Sent .  IS 

Nov . 

1 

U13  Triangle  Bldg. 

Cele ry 

Sept.  15 

Jan . 

10 

Apples 

Sent.  18 

Apr. 

1 

Cabbage 

Sept.  18 

Mar . 

7 

Onions 

Sept.  IS 

Feb . 

28 

Peaches* 

Sept.  22 

Oc  t . 

13* 

Potatoes 

Sept.  29 

Apr . 

1 

WAUPACA ,  WIS.** 

8SU 

Vv . 

H. 

IviOsicr 

Potatoes 

Sept.  18 

Apr . 

30 

Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS ,  IDaKO 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept.  L2 

Apr . 

30 

2"^0  Federal  Bid*7. 

MARTINS BURG,  W.  VA. 

I  S3  5 

F . 

H. 

S  c  ruggs 

Apples 

Sept.  22 

Oct. 

31 

Room  9»  Court  House 

ORLANDO ,  FLA.** 

920 

W. 

H. 

Hall 

Citru  sFrt* 

Oct.  21 

Apr . 

311  Smith  Bide. 

The  following  "station  probably 

will  open  on  date  indicat 

ed : 

GRAND  EAPIDS,  MICH.** 

895 

R. 

H.  Shoemaker 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

27 

Apr . 

30 

Apple  s 

Oct. 

27 

Nov . 



Onions 

Oct. 

27 

Jan  • 

31 

**  State  Department  Cooperating." 

TEiViPOiuiRY  ASSIGNMENTS 


* Reports  discontinued. 


R.  H.  Lamb  -  in G&$&ago  office. 
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.  1       INSPECTION  SERVICE  [ 

1  c .     ONION  INSPECTIONS  IH  NOR TH  WE S TERM  OHIO. 

In  a  letter  of  October  l6,  written  iron  Kenton,  Ohio,  Ray  C.  Bish 
tells  of  the  onion  situation  in  the  section  where  he  has  "been  conducting  in- 
spections: - 

"It  is  estimated  "by  some  of  the  most  important  f sectors  in  the  deal 
that  the  yield  will  be  as  large  as,  and  probably  larger  than,  last  year's. 
There  are  about  3j&00  acres  in  onions  in  this  marsh,  and  it  is  believed  the 
average  yield  will  be  around  500  bushels  to  the  acre,  many  fields  of  course 
doing  better  than  this  and  some  fields  a  little  less.    -Between  200  and  300 
acres  of  the  3>^00  were  resown,  on  account  of  the  first  planting  being  blown 
out  by  the  wind.     Some  of  these  onions  havo  matured  in  good  shape,  while  in 
other  fields  quite  a  few  are  small  and  of  only  fair  quality,    Thrips  infested 
certain  fields,  but  came  too  late  to  do  any  material  damage  to  the  crop. 

"Quality  of  the  onions  generally  has  been  good,  but  in  some  fields  it 
has  been  necessary  to  sort  out  a  considerable  amount  of  splits  and  bottle- 
necks.   The  size  has  been  good,  averaging  generally  around  1  J>/h  to  2  l/2 
inches  and  in  some  places  2  to  2  l/2  inches.    There  has  been  only  a  slight 
amount  of  rot  thus  far  this  season,  some  of  the  splits  being  wet  and  showing 
the  start  of  decay  around  the  neck  of  the  onion,  but  the  growers  tell  me  that 
the  percentage  of  rot  is  comparatively  small. 

"The  crop  is  probably  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  harvested,  but  there 
are  large  quantities  of  onions  which  have  as  yet  never  changed  hands.  Spec- 
ulative buying  in  this  district  has  been  limited  thus  far.     Some  Indiana  peo- 
ple have  come  down  and  picked  up  a  few  cars  and  are  shipping  them  to  their 
own  storage  houses  in  Indiana,  with  the  expectation  of  relea:  ing  them  later 
in  the  season  at  a  profit.    One  peculiar  circumstance  I  have  noticed  in  con- 
nection with  this  is  that  a  number  of  shipments  have  been  loaded  in  bulk  in 
box  cars. 

^According  to  my  understanding,  the  highest  prices  paid  to  growers 
were  several  weeks  ago,  when  a  few  cars  changed  hands  at  75^  to  80<2  per  bushel, 
but  the  present  schedule  is  around  \<j:  per  pound  or  56$  per  bushelfor  the  best 
quality  stock#and  some  buyers  are  now  looking  for  50^  onions. 

"Most  inspections  to  date  have  been  made  for  the  firm  of  W.S.  Snyder 
and  Son,  but  recently  inspections  have  been  made  for  Jones  &  Bowers,  Doll 
Ellis,  R.B.  Hindman,  Merlin  McDorman,  and  M.W.  Lorch,  a  Chicago  firm.  Those 
who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  service  seem  to  be  quite  enthusiastic,  es- 
pecially the  firm  of  Snyder  &  Son  who  desire  that  it  be  continued  throughout 
a  portion  of  the  winter.    The  service  thus  far  has  been  a  straight  Federal 
proposition,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  State  of  Ohio  may  be  able  to  cooperate 
to  some  extent." 

2c.     APPLE- &R&DIKC-  DEMONSTRATION  CAR  USED  Hi  COLORADO . 

In  connection  with  the  apple- grading  demonstration  car  which  has  been 
touring  the  commercial  fruit  districts-  of --Colorado,  E.  F.  McKune,  in  charge 
of  Eederal-State  inspections,  arranged  an  exhibit  of  two  types  of  northwest- 
ern apples  now  movin,  into  terminal  markets.     Extra  lancy  and  11 C"  grades 
were  shown,  to  illustrate  the  competition  that  must  be  met.    Another  exhibit 
showed  the  unwrapped  tier  of  the  same  variety  of  apples  as  sent  to  market 
from  Colorado,     The  face-and-f ill  pack,  as  well  as  jumble  pack,  were  also 
shewn.  .  . 
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3C  •  I  "MOTTOES  AT  50ST01T. 

The  September  report  of  M„  J.  Sullivan,  B«A.I.  inspector  at  Boston, 
was  omitted  from  the  monthly  report  or.  page  hjf  of  the  last  Division  Letter, 
The  figures  for  Boston  and  the  corrected  totals  for  all  seven  Haval  stations 
are  given  below.    On  page  hjf  write  a  footnote:     "See  supplementary  report 
on  page  U9I." 
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JESPECTIOrS 

Writing 

from  Salt  Lake 

City  on  October  16,  F,  -J. 

Baehler,  supervising 

inspector,  tells  of  the  development  of  shipping-point  work  in  that  State:- 

"I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  work  here  is  progressing  satisfactorily 
and,  judging  by  present  indications,  the  total  inspections  for  the  year  will 
exceed  those  of  last  year.    Both  shippers  and  growers  commend  the  service  highly 
and  State  officials  express  great  satisfaction  with  the  results,    During  the 
last  week  shipments  have  fallen  off  considerably  and  it  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  no  heavy  movement  after  this  month.    At  present,  we  are  inspecting 
apples  mostly,  but  also  a  few  cars  of  onions  and  potatoes.    Practically  all  of 
the  Spanish  onions  are  disposed  of,  and  about  all  of  the  early  potatoes 
(Cobblers  and  Triumphs ) ,  but  there  will  be  some  shipments  of  late  stock  this 
month.    We  have  lined  up  a  deal  in  Morgan  County,  back  in  the  hills  east  of 
Ogden,  with  the  prospect  of  25  cars  of  cabbage,  20  cars  of  Danver  onions, 
and  some  potatoes.    T.;e  intend  to  have  this  work  looked  after  by  the  Ogden 
inspectors.    Lettuce  and  celery  -ill  be  loaded  in  Davis  and  E'eber  counties  the 
latter  part  of  this  month, 

"At  American  Fork,  in  Utah  Couirty,  a  new  departiwre  lias  been  undertaken, 
the  growing  of  cauliflower  in  carload  quantities.    One  grower  has  Ho  aeres 
of  this  and  expects  to  ship  10  cars.    The  first  car  was  loaded  Tuesday.  This 
is  the  Snowball  variety  and  the  quality  is  very  good,     In  order  to  pack  Lb.  1 
grade,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  do  considerable  culling  on  account  of 
worm  injury  and  discolored  flowers.    The  grower  is  making  every  effort  to  put 
out  the  best  pack  possible,  and  has  instructed  his  packers  to  discard  every 
head  which  is  questionable.     The  pe,ck  is  excellent  and  is  on  a  par  with  that 
of  California.    The  standard  flat  crate  is  used,    Cars  will  be  loaded  under 
the  latest  system  of  placing  the  crates  with  the  stems  up,  a.  layer  of  ice  over 
the t top  of  the  load,  and  ice  in  the  interstices  between  the  crates  in  the 
lower' layers.    This  system  will  be  followed  at  least  until  the  weather  becomes 
cold,  "  The  crop  will  be  handled  by  the  Ryan  Fruit  Go.  of  Salt  Lake,  and  the 
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first  car  was  billed  tc  Kansas  Cit3r.    The  district  "'here  this  cauliflower 
is  grovn  is  low- lying  and  would  be  acquirable  for  truck  crops.     If  the  deal 
proves  successful  this  year,  the  acreage  will  be  greatly  increased  next 
season  end  it  is  the  intention  to  try  out  other  truck  crops  in  the  vicinity. 

"The  apple  crop,  is  far  "below  normal.    Shipments  of  Jonathans  will 
be  completed  within  a  few  days ,  but  up  to  this  time  the  movement  of  the  later 
varieties  has  been  very  light,    Nearly  all  are  put  out  either  as  Combination  of 
Orchard  Hun.    '=.'ormy  stock  presents  the  greatest  difficulty  in  gra.ding.  On 
account  of  the  unusually  dry  season,    codling  moth  Fas  present  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  in  former  seasons.    The  indications  are  that  frequently 
the  worms  entered  the  calyx  during  the  latter  part  of  the  growing  period 
and,  in  many  instances,  it  is  difficult  to  detect  the  injury.    Since  the 
State  laws  restrict  the  sale  of  wormy  fruit  to  licensed  canneries  only,  the 
inspectors  have  been  instructed  to  hold  the  amount  of  such  to  the  lowest 
possible  minimum.     It  is  not  the  intention  to  permit  the  full  amount  of 
tolerance  in  this  respect , "and  we  are  endeavoring  to  hold  the  amount  of  such 
within  2)o.    During  the  early  part  of  the  season,  a  few  cars  were  moved  which 
shewed  5i£  °f  open  worm  holes,  but  since  then  the  inspectors  were  instructed  that 
in  view  of  the  States  laws,  any  car  showing  that  amount  should  be  held  and 
notice  given  the  shipper  to  resort  the  load.     In  the  last  issue  of  the  Tews 
Letter  I  note  that  in  "ashing  ton  they  have  this  same  difficulty.    mhile  every 
effort  is  being  ma de  to  cull  out  the  wormy  stock,  I  am  reasonably  certain  that 
further  injury  Will  occur  after  the  fruit  is  packed,  duo  to  continued  hatching 
of  the  worms,     1  re inspect ion  of  one  car  in  Los  Angeles  indicated  that  this 
was  the  case;  therefore,  this  -'as  considered  as  a  matter  of  condition  and  the 
shipping-poi nt  i aspection  was  sustained.    The  Utah  shippers  are  developing 
considerable  trade  in  California,  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  apple  shipments 
is  sold  there.    Consequently,  it  is  particular ly  desired  that  no  shipment 
be  permitted  which  will  not  comply  with  the  c-\arantine  regulations  of  that 
~j  oat  a , 

"Two  packing  houses  re:  a  kmlt  this  season  in  Utah  County.     These  are 
-  "ui-med  with  Cutler  grading  machines,  and  this  is  certainly  a  step  in  the^ 
r"  aht  direction.    Several  other  amuses  are  in  prospect  ^or  next  season.  Ix 
the  movement  continues,  this  State  eventually  will  be  on  the  map  as  ai:  ample 
producing  center.    The  Pleasamt  amove  Assn,  intends  to  put  out  a.  wrapped 
pack  next  season,  anr  it  :>  to  "  -a  hoped  that  improved  methods  will  be  in 
practice  in  other  districts. 

l,As  the  inspection  service  is  now  on  a  solid  foundation  here,  Com- 
missioner Hinckley  has  decided  that  a  fee  should  be  charged  on  the  part  ji 
the  State.    Luring  the  forthcoming  wi  nter ,  actionem  11  be  t-ken  to  tnat 
end  and  I  am  confident  that  this  rill  not  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of 
requests  for  service  to  any  appreciable  extent, 11 

P.  D,  RUPSRT, 

OPPICE  aOTES:  Asst.  Marketing  Specialist. 

R,  C,  Butner  is  expected  to  return  to  Chicago  from  California  today. 

"J,  J.  Bertush  will  handle  work  in  Detroit  next  honday  and  Tuesday, 
while  G,  C.  Bayley  attends  the  Chicago  conference,    hr.  Bertush  -ill  then  , 
return  to  Cleveland,  to  assist  with  the  work  in  that  office. 

Announcement  has  been  received  of  the  birth  of  a  daughter  in  the  home 
of  I'ir,  and  Hrs.  Jack  Ireland  on  October  10,    Mrs .  Ireland  is  head  clerk  of  the 
Portland  office,  but  now  on  three  months'  furlough.    Before  going  tc  Portland 
in  I923,  hrs,  Ireland  was  employed  in  the  Viashington  office, 

Ileal  D,  Sanborn  can  a.gain  be  reached  through  the  Denver  office.  Since 
completing  cantaloupe  inspections,  Mr,  Sanborn  is  working  on  potatoes  in  the 
San  Luis  Valley,  southern  Colorado, 
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la.     CONSERVE  SUPPLIES ■  . 

Employees,  both  in  the  Washington  office  and  in  the  field,  are  requested 
to  exercise  rigid  economy  in.  the  use- of  office  supplies,  that  none  may  be 
wasted.    The  cost  of  such  supplies  in  this  Bureau  is  so  great  that  it  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Budget  Bureau  when  considering  our  estimates 
for  next  year.  .Consequently,  we  must  endeavor  to  reduce  the  cost  of  supplies, 
as  well  as  other  expenses,  to  a  minimum.    This  requires  the  constant  care  of 
everyone . 

2a.  -TRUCK  CROP  KjgjjgS  mm  TEX&S  . 

J.  Austen  Hunter,  Market  News  Specialist  at  Austin,  Texas,  included  the 

following  information  in  a  letter  of  October  21:- 

" Things  are  beginning  to  liven-up  down  here  in  the  trucking 
line.    Spinach  planting  at  Austin 'is  well  :under  way,  and  all  indica- 
tions point  to  2,000  or  more  acres  in  this  immediate  section  and  quite-, 
an  increase  d;own  the  country  where  the  deal  was  such  a  paying  one 
last  year.    The  breaking -up  of  some  of  the  larger  south-Texas  ranches 
into  small  farms  may  also  affect  the  acreage  planted  to  truck  this 
year,  one  San  Antonio  company,  Flory  and  Albers ,  having  purchased 
the  2,300  acres  of  the  Byrd  Cattle;  Company,  of  Carrizo  Springs,  1,000 
of  which  they;  plan  to  cultivate  immediately.    They  are  building  a 
reservoir  in  the  middle  of  the  tract  and  are  pumping  water  from 
Comanche  Lake-  to  this  reservoir,  for  distribution  throughout  the 
area.    Possibly  not  more  than  200  acres  of' this  1,,  000  will  go  to 
spinach  this  year,  but  this  as  an  independent  increase  is  not  unim- 
portant.   Weaver,  of  Chicago,  will' probably  be  the  marketing  agent 
for  the  firm."  ; 

3a.     IN  " CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  OCTOBER  25:  : 

-••   Page  262  -  Special  paragraphs  .on  sweet  potatoes  in  weekly  review'. 
263  -  Good  Quality  Potatoes  in  Maine,  -  by  H.  E.  Rutland. 
26U  -  Low  Prices  for  Lew  York  Cabbage,  -  by  A.  E .  Prugh. 

-  Rapid  Potato  kovement  from  Colorado,  -  by  John  D.  Snow. 
272  -  Potato  Outlook  in  Thirteen  Countries. 

-  American  Apple  Prices  on  British  Markets,  week  ending 

October  IS. 

4a.  :  NSW  BULLETIN  ON  PLUMS    AND  PRUNES, 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1372,  entitled:  "Plum  and  Prune  Growing  in  the 
Pacific  States,"  has  just  come  from  the  press.     This  is  a  well-illustrated 
and  very  complete  bulletin  of  60  pages.     The  author  is  C.  F.  Kinman,  Pomolo- 
gist,  B.P.I.     Copies  can  be  had  from  the  Office  of  Publications. 

0*93) 


494  Division  Letter,  October  31,  1934  

5a.    hit  ::^-::z:i:g  association  lo  :.:ig  business. 

Sales  of  various  kinds  of  nuts  "by  cooperative  associations  in  1923,  re- 
ported to  the  U.   5.  Department  of  Agriculture,  amounted  to  $14,937,463.  The 
number  of  pounds  sold  wa.s  given  as  82,191,233  and  the  membership  of  the  as- 
sociations reporting  totaled  22,000.  7/alnuts  led  the  list  in  volume  of  "business 
with  peanuts  coming  second,  follcv&d         almonds  and  pecans. 


Association  : 

Year  j 
Formed  : 

liumher  : 
Members : 
(1924): 

"umber  : 
Pounds  : 
(1923  crop)  : 

Value 
(1923  crop) 

California  Walnut  Growers  1  : 
Assn. ,  Los  Angeles  : 

1~12  : 

4,000  : 

oy , i oo, duu  : 

%  8,961,90b 

oanta  Ana-     valley  wainuu  : 
Growers '  Assn.,   Santa  Ana,  : 
Calif.  : 

i-sio 

1  ^  J.  O  . 

4-00 

?  £09  2^ 

709 

Los  llietos  &  San chi to  Wal- 
nut Assn.,  Rivera,  Calif.  : 

.  1889 

:  175 

:  1,448,285 

:  294,760 

Dundee  Walnut  Growers'  Assn.,: 
Dundee,  Oregon 

1921  : 

:      100  : 

205,900  i 

!  47,470 

National  Pecan  Growers'  Ex., 
Albany,  G-a. 

.  1918 

:.•  604 

r.  1,150,000. 

275,025 

Southern  Pecan  Growers'  Coop. 
Assn. ,  Albany  Ga. 

:  1923 

:  60 

:  200,000 

:  75,000 

Peanut  Growers1  Association, 
Norfolk,  Va 

:  1919 

:  5,300 

:  7,010,548 

;  1,703,408 

Georgia  Peanut  Growers'  Coop*- 
As  s  n . ,  Al  oany ,  Ga 

:  1923 

:  8,000 

:  15,715,000 

:  1,033,879 

California  Almond  Growers' 
Assn. ,   San  Francisco. 

:  1910 

:  3,359 

:  13,396,405 

:  1,835,732 

j.0  Lct,-^ 

121,998 

:  82,191,233 

: $14, 937,463 

The  California  walnut  Growers'  Association  is  a  federation  of  39  local 
organizations.     These  locals  are  made  up  of  from  12  to  350  walnut  growers;  and 
the  value  of  the  nuts  handled  by  the  associations  in  1923  varied  from  $50,000 
to  $1,200,000. 

The  four  walnut  associations  listed  above  reported  handling  walnuts  of 
the  1923  crop  to  the  value  of  $10,013,419.     Pecans  to  the  value  of  $351,025 
were  handled  by  the  two  associations  reporting,  and  peanuts  to  the  value  of 
$2,737,287  by  the  Virginia  and  Georgia  peanut  associations. 
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lb  .    ADDITIONAL  StMIABlEg  0?  J 13 LP  DEALS  . 

'  A  summary  of  the  POTCHM  -  SHE&AHDQAH  -  CUMBERLAND  DISTRICT  APPIE  DEAL 
(Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland)  Season  of  1923 1  ^ias  "been 
distributed  during  the  past  week,     'This  32-page  report  was  prepared  "by  P.  H. 
Scruggs  and  is  very  complete.     In  addition  to  other  statistics,  the  carlot 
shipments  are  shown  "by  stations  in  the  four  States*    Special  material  is  pre- 
sented on  the  export  movement  and  the  British  market  for  apples. 

Tie  Los  Angeles  office  recently  issued  a  summary  of  the  CALIFORNIA 
T0L1AT0  DEAL,  Season  of  1923 ,  "by  H.  A.  Karris.     The  cover  page  includes  an  out- 
line map  of  California,  with  the  county  "boundaries  shown  and  the  number  of 
carsof  tomatoes  shipped  from  each  county,    A  brief  review  is  given  of  the 
f.o.b,  prices  and  city  markets,  together  with  a  table  of  shipments  by  stations 
and  a  table  of  unloads.    Another  interesting  tabulation  shows  the  average  date 
of  the  first  killing  frost  in  various  city  markets,  as  California  tomatoes  are 
not  in  great  demand  until  eastern  homegrown  supplies  are  cleaned  up  by  the 
coming  of  frost . 

2b.     REPORT  'OF  UNLOADS  IN  ATLANTA,  GA. 

T.  C.  Curry,  -of  the  Atlanta  office,  has  issued  a  two-page  report  on 
fruit  and  vegetable.,  "unloads- in  that  market  for  the  period  August,  1923,  to 
July,  I92U,  inclusive.  ■•Unloads  of  32  products  are  shown  by  months.    The  heavi- 
est month  was' July ,  when  SOU  cars  were  received.    Total  unloads  for  the  12 
months  "were  5,06b  cars.    Potatoes' totaled  jkl,  watermelons  67^,  oranges  'okf , 
and  apples  560  cars.    Although  Atlanta  is  in  sweet  potato  territory,  only  35 
carloads  of  sweets  were  received  by  rail,   -   Florida  furnished  1,237  cars, 
mostly  oranges  and  grapefruit,    Georgia  supplied  I.O76  cars  of  fruit' and 
vegetables,  mostly  watermelons.    California,  was  third,  with.530 '  cars, 

3b.     OCTOBER  REVIEW  OF  APPLE  SITUATION.-       .  ". 

On  October  27, the  Rochester  office  issued  a  comprehensive  review  of  the 
apple  situation.    The  report  covers  two.  sides  of  a  long  sheet  of  mimeograph 
paper.    Special  attention  is  given  to  the  situation  in  western  New  York,  pro- 
bable storage  holdings,  etc.    A  firm  market  is  predicted  in  view  of  the  rather 
light  crop  of  winter  varieties.    Quotations  from  recent  issued  of  "Crops  and 
Markets'"  are  given  on  the  situation  in  the  Potomac  Valley  and  the  Facific  - 
Northwest.     Statistical  tables  show  the  I.923-2U  shipments  from  western  New 
York  by  leading  stations  and  by  counties,  together'  with  the  distribution  to 
important  States ,     Total  U.  S.  shipments  are  given  by  months,  and  "unload 
figures  are  presented  for  various  large  markets.  • 

Ub.    ARRIVALS  AND  UNLOADS  IN  CHICAGO.  / 

On  page  kok  of  the  Division  Letter  for  October  10, special  mention  was 
made  of  the  elaborate  report  of  arrivals  and  unloads,  prepared  by  the  Chicago 
office.    Copies  of  this  report  have  now  been  mailed  to  all  market  and  field 
stations  of  the  News  Service,  and  will  be  found  valuable  for  reference  purposes. 


\ 
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5b .     POTATO  SITUATION  IU  IT0?.TH5I?IT  COLOMBO. 

In  a  letter  of  Oc  totier  --Sr. .  4       •!),.  Snow,,  of  the  Denver  office,  tells 
of  his  recent  trip  to  tfhe  SresjT&i  '  district . 

"On  Sat".irdays  October  18th,  I  visited  G-reeley  and  spent  the  day  in 
talking  with  potato'  shippers  and  locking  over  the  stock  "being  loaded  in  the 
cars .    '•  •  ; .     ....  .  ...^      "  _"*•*■    •  ■ 

"The  acreage  in  northern  Colorado  has  "been  . cut  considerably  this 
season.    This  was  due  largely  to  the  low  prices  for  the  past  several  years  and 
the  fact  that  sugar  beets  are  well  adapted  to  that  district' and  have  "brought 
very  good  prices. 

"The  potatoes,  are  running  larger  than  usual;  in  fact,  some  of  them 
are  very  large c    There  is  very  little  disease,  worm  tracks,  and  scab.  However, 
the  stock  is  immature  and  practically  all  of  it  feathered  "badly  when  dug.  It 
appears  that  the  growers  and  shippers,  before  storing  potatoes ,  are  allowing 
them  to  cure,  and  most  of  the  stock  seems  to  harden-up  and  probably  will  store 
all  right, 

■  "As  you' know  5  we  have  had  a  very  dry  summer, and,  while  there  was  enough 
water  for  irrigation  purposes,  the  growers  stopped  irrigating  earlier  than 
usual.    The  potatoes  were  small  about  September  1st,  but  were  maturing. .'nicely , 
and  then  came  several  hard  rains  which  started  rapid  growth.    As  a  result, 
we  have  large,  potatoes  but  much  of  the  larger  stock  shows  growth  cracks  and 
hollow  hearty    Shippers . stated  it  was  their  plan  to  cull  out  all  this  large 
stock,  showing  growth  cracks s  and  believe  by  so.  doing  the  balance  of  the 
stock' will  be  of  very  fine  quality,    *  believe  they  are  right  about  the 
quality  being' fine ,  but ,  with  prices  so  low  and  the  prospects  of  better  prices 
so  poor,  I  rather  doubt  that ' the    potatoes  will  get  the  strict  culling  that 
shippers  plan, 

"Yield  in  the  Greeley  District  is  heavy;  200  .sacks  per  acre  is  not  un- 
common, I50  sacks  Is  rather-  common,  and  shippers  are.  placing  .the  average  all  • 
the  way    tfrom  100  to  I5O  sacks  per  acre.    On  October -.18th  about  75$  of  the 
acreage  was  dug. 

"Rural s  were  planted  on  about  75$  of  the  acreage  this  season,  and  the 
balance  was  in  Kings,  Pearls,  Cobblers,  Downings , . and  Bliss  Triumphs,  The 
Bliss  Triumph,, acreage  is  being  increased  from  year,  to  year",  and  probably 
accounts  for  of  the  total  this  season,"    The  Triumphs  are  grown  for  early 

shipment  ,  and  practically  ail  of  them  have  now  moved  to  market,  a  large  per- 
centage   being  trucked  to  near-by  towns,'    Some  growers  were  fortunate  this 
"season  in  that  they  started  the  practice  of  using  eight  sacks  of  seed  to  the 
acre  instead  of  seven  sacks.    This  was  done  in  an  attempt  to  keep  down  the 
size  of  the  potatoes  and  has  been  of  considerable  benefit. 

"Shipments  from  northern  Colorado  are  running  very  light  at  present, 
most  of  the  stock  moving  in  mixed  cars  with  cabbage  and  onions,  arid, until  the 
daily  movement  gets  heavier,  I  will  not  attempt  .to  quote  the  market." 

•    B.  C.  BOREE, 

:"  '         '    Investigator,  in  Market  Surveys. 
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FRESNO,  CALIF.** 

919 

Co 

S. 

Schultz 

Grapes 

July  25 

Nov. 

29 

Sequoia  Hotel 

PEES QUE  ISLE,  ME. 

H» 

E. 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

12 

Apr . 

1 

Greenlaw  Block 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

G. 

E. 

Prince 

Appl e  s 

Sept . 

10 

Mar . 

15 

k2k  Federal  Bldg. 

ROCHESTER,  N.Yc 

837 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Pears 

Sept . 

15 

Nov . 

1 

Ul3  Triangle  Bldg. 

Celery 

Sept . 

15 

Jan . 

10 

Apples 

Sept . 

IS 

Apr . 

1 

■t 

Cao  cage 

bep  t . 

lb 

Mar . 

7 

Onions 

Sept, 

IS 

Feb. 

28 

Peaches* 

Sept . 

22 

Oct . 

13* 

Po  tatoes 

bep  t . 

Apr . 

1 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

89U 

W. 

H. 

Mosier 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

IS 

Apr. 

30 

L/Oiirxi  iiouse 

• 

IDAHO  FALLS,-  IDAHO 

8U5 

G. 

D. 

Clark 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr . 

30 

P"?n    1?Qrl  oval      Til  rl  ry 

cju  1  ecLerdi  ±5iag. 

< 

ORLANDO ,  F2A.** 

920 

W. 

H. 

Hall 

CitrusFrt 

Oct . 

21 

Apr. 

15 

311  Smith  Bldg'. 

&fin§i  MICH.** 

895 

R. 

H. 

Sho  emaker 

Potatoes 

Nov. 

3 

Apr . 

30 

Appl e  s 

Nov. 

3 

Nov. 

15 

Onions 

Nov. 

3 

Jan. 31 

The  following  stations;! 

ilen  date  indicated:' 

GRAND  JUNCTION,,  COLO*** 

Rc 

L  <. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

Au  £  .  ■ 

H 

Oct  c 

31 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Pears 

Aug. 

7 

Sept 

.  6 

Pears 

Sept. 

16 

Oct. 

k 

Peaches 

Aug  c 

25 

Sept 

.  22 

Apples 

S  ep  t . 

22 

Oct. 

31 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICE,** 

838 

R. 

H. 

Sho emaker 

Appl e  s 

Aug. 

30 

Oct. 

31 

Room  1,  Commercial  Blk. 

Pears  ■ 

.Sept . 

5 

Oct. 

13 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

13 

Oct. 

31 

Onions 

Sept . 

20 

Oct . 

31 

Grapes 

Sept  c 

22 

Oct. 

31 

Peaches 

Sept . 

23 

Oct. 

13 

MARTINSBUR.G,  W.  VA« 

S35 

F. 

H. 

Scruggs 

Apples 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

31 

Room  9i»  Court  rlcuse 

1  ■ 

**  State  Department  Cooperating.  '  *Reporii§GTidseGn€.iEued. 

TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS: 

R.  L-  Sutton  and  R.  H.  Lamb  -  in  Chicago  office. 

F.  H.  Scruggs-  Washington. 
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lc.  .  NEWS  OF  FT.QHTDA  BTSFTO'IQff 

Shipping- point  i-i^ecticn  work  is  getting  "under  way  in  Florida,  and 
a  Weekly  News  Letter  for  the  inspectors  is  again  "being  issued  from,  th&  Orlan- 
•do  office.    Mcnday^is  the  regular  <iate  of  publication.    Latter  "So.  1  was  dis- 
tributed on  October  20  and  Letter  ITo.  2  on  October  21.    The  following  notes 
of  general  interest  are  taken  .from  the  first  two  Letters: - 

-'A  large  and  enthusiastic  class  is  now  in  train: ng  at  the  Orlando 
Experiment  Station.    As  their  training  is  completed,  these  men  ^ill  be  sent 
to  various  points  to  take  up  the  regular1  work  of  inspecting.     (On  October  20, 
'a  dozen  men  were  listed1! as  in  training,  and  17  additional  were  to  reoort 
shortly  thereafter.    About  20  local  inspectors  had  previously  been  given 
assignments) .  •  .  .-.J 

-"Reports  from  various  sections  are  to  the  effect  that  roads  were  im- 
' pas sable  at  many  points,  on  account  of  recent  heavy  rains,  and  in  a  few  cases 
the '  inspection  work:  was  interfered  with. 

-'The  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  has  requested  inspection  on  all  fruit  ' 
"bearing  the .  ti-ade  ..name,  "Florida  Citrus  Exchange."  This  means  that  the  in- 
spections w5.11  hot  be  confined  to  the  Sealdsweet  Brand. 

-'Robert  Bier  is  still  located  with  the  State  Marketing  Bureau,  at 
20U  St.  James  Bldg Jacksonville.     He  recently  made  a  trip  to  Orlando,  to 
'confer  with  supervising  inspectors  regarding  the  placement  of  new  men. 

-  F.  E.  Hooper,  in  charge  of  the  Winter  Haven  district,  advises  that 
inspection  work  has  started  at  the  following  packing  houses  in  his  territory: 
Auburndale,  Florence  Villa,  Lucerne  Park,  Eagle  Lake,  and  Lake  Alfred. 

-  G.  A.  DeHaven,   supervising  work  in  the  Brad  en  town  section,  states 
that  the  houses  in  his  district  are  all  running  about  four  cars  per  day. 

2  c .     ADDITIONAL  C-jUP-Z  FOR  CI  THUS  FRUITS. 

Another  grade  has  been  added  to  the  present  grades  on  citrus  fruits, 
■and  was  published  as  follows  in  the  Florida  Weekly  Hews  Letter: - 

U.   S.  FANCY  GOLDEN. 


U.S.  Fancy  Golden  shall  consist  of  citrus  fruits  of  similar  varietal 
•  characteristics  (l)  which  are  firm,  mature,  well  formed,  smooth,  thin  skinned, 
free  from  decay,  cuts  and  bruises,  and  from  damage  (2)  caused  by  dirt  or 
other  foreign  materials,  dryness,  limb  rubs,  thorn  scratches,  scars,  scale, 
"scab,  insects  or  mechanical  or  other  means.    Fruit  of  this  grade  may  show 
not  more  than  75^ .of  light  or  smooth  discoloration. 

3c     S3P"T)  CLEAR  CAP301T  COPIES  TO  WASH  II'GTOU ,  ; 

The  carbon  copies  of  certificates  which  are  sent  to  this  office  be- 
'ccme  a  part  of  the  permanent  records,  and  when  they  are  not  plain  it  is  im- 
possible to  file  and  catalogue  them  correctly.    Please  zcaxige  carbon  paper 
often  and  keep  the  ooorest  copy  with  the  notes  at  shipping  point  or  terminal 
'market.     Send  a  good,  claar  copy  to  Washington. 
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kc.     ADDRESSES  OF  Izl/LhAL  INSPECTORS  IN  FLORIDA. 

JACKSONVILLE:  S<t.  James  Bldg. 

Robert  Bier,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Charge. 

ORLaNDO  :    3 11  Smith  Bldg. 

i*.ail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  18S. 
0.  G.  Strauss,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  charge  Citrus. 
N.  C  Farnworth,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  charge  Vegetables. 
J.  A.  Carles  (field  assignment  to  be  announced  later) 
E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  in  charge  of  Standardization  work. 

BRADKimTQvV^  :    American  Enterprise  Bldg. 

kail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  G31 . 
Geo.  j~.  .  De  Haven,  Inspector  in  Charge. 

ClEaRw.TER:    ./.ail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  3231. 
J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Inspector  in  Charge. 

MI^I ;  -  137  N.  W.  23rd  Street. 

C.  H.  Behnke,  Inspector  in  Charge. 

T^-:viPA :     707  E«  Washington  Street.. 

G.  R.  nan  en,  Inspector  in  Charge. 

VvI^TBR  EAVE| :    "Wehrhausen  Bldg. 

£.  £»..  Hooper,  Inspector  in  Charge* 

P.  D.  BUPEET, 

iisst.  Marketing  Specialist. 

OFFICE  NOTES : 

Mr.  Samson  returned  on  Thursday  morning  from  the  inspectors'  conferen- 
ces which  he  attended  in  various  cities.    He  reports  that  very  good  results 
are  "being  obtained  by  these  meetings  of  inspectors. 

Mr.  Robb  will  go  from  St.  Louis  to  the  conference  to  be  held  at  New 
Orleans  this  Friday  and  Saturday.    There  is  a  possibility  also  that  he  will 
visit  the  F.  &  V.  offices  in  Texas  before  returning  to  Washington. 

Mr.  Stillwell  will  be  at  Preeque  Isle,  Maine,  from  October  30  "to 
November  3-    Tuesday,  he  will  be  en  rotate  to  albany,  N.  Y.,  and  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  he  expects  to.  be  at  the  Rochester  office. 

Edwin  Smith,  who  will  study  marketing  conditions  in  European  countries, 
expects  to  sail  from  New  York  on  the  U.  S.  liner,   "George  Washington,"  this 
Saturday.    For  p.£ompt  delivery,  Mr.  Smith's  mail  should  be  sent  to  the 
American  Embassy,  London,  England,   in  care  of  Edward  A.  *oley,  Agricultural 
Commissioner,  as  that  office  will  keep  informed  of  Mr;  Smith's  itinerary  while 
he  is  in  travel  status. 
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B.  E.  Shaffer  completed  his  studies  of  grape  grading  and  packing  in  .  • 
western  Michigan,  and  then  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania  and  Hew  York  to  make 
similar  investigations.    On  Wednesday  he  left  Rochester  for  Lockport,. 
Eammondsport,  Catkins  and  .  Penh  Yan,  from  which  point  he  will  come  to 
Washington. 

Ray  C.  Bish  plans  to  close  the  onion  inspection  work  in  the  Kenton 
district  , of  Ohio  "by  the  end  of  this  week,  and  return    to  his  headquarters  in 
Cleveland.    This  will  permit  W.  J.  Bertush  to  return  permanently  to  Detroit. 
Mr.  Bertush  lias  "been  assisting  temporarily  in  the  Cleveland  office. 

Having  completed  the  inspections  of  apples  around  Troy,  Kans.,  S.  S. 
Branch  returned  to  the  Kansas  City  office  last  Monday.'. 

C.  D.  Shirley  also  expects  to  finish  his  shipping-point  inspection 
work  at  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa,  by  November  1,  after  which  he  will  go  for  a  short 
while  to  Chicago  and  then  probably  proceed  to  Texas.    About  25O  cars  have 
been  inspected  in  the  St.  Ansgar  territory. 

Latest  reports  from  P.  J.  Baehler  indicate  that. he  will . relinquish 
supervision  of* Utah  inspections  within  the  next  few  days,  and  proceed  to 
Louisiana,  whore  he  will  he  permanently  in  charge  of  the  Pederal  end  of 
inspection  and  standardization  work,  with  headquarters . at  Baton  Rouge.  It 
will  he  remembered  that  Mr.  Baehler.  conducted  this  work  in- Louisiana  for  a 
considerable  period  during  the  summer,  "before  going  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  "Oregon  Daily  Journal" .for  October  11  carried  an  entire-colunn 
article  by  R.  L.  Ringer,  of  the  Portland  office,  under  the  caption:"U.  S. 
Inspection  a  Boon  to  Growers."    Mr.  Ringer  told  very  pointedly  of  the  his- 
tory, development,  and .advantages  of  the  inspection  service. 

Many  of  the  Market  1-Jews  employees  will  remember  L.  A.  Dellwig, 
who  operated  the  Rochester  field  station  and  other  offices  before    he  took 
up  duties  as  Chief ■ Inspector  in  Center  Market,  Washington,  D.C.    Mr., Dellwig 
has  now  resigned  from  Pederal  service  and  accepted  a  position  as  pariager  for 
C  Engel's  Sons,  a  large  pordu.ee  firm  in  the  -Center  Market.  1 

W.  E.  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  off ice  advises  that  his  residence 
address  has  been  changed  to  fl3  Brinkwood  Road,  Baltimore.'    Please  make  this 
correction  on  your  address  lists. 

Upon  closing  the  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  field  station  this  Friday, 
R.  L.  Sutton  will  proceed  to  Chicago,  where  he  will :assist  with  the'market- 
reporting  work,  possibly  relieving  R.  H.  Lamb  or  S.  D.  Mall i son  while  the 
latter  are  on  vacation. 

P.  H.  Scruggs  will  come  to  the  Washington  office  early  next  week,  after 
closing  the  news  service  on  apples  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.    Here  he  will  com- 
plete the  preparation  of  field  station  smmaries.  which  are  pending  from-' 
recent  deals  that 'he  has -handled.  ".'.»-• 

This  week's  "Country  Gentleman"  contains  an  illustrated  article  con- 
cerning Dr.  Taylor,  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  emphasizing  his  work  in  economics. 


 Div ision  Letter,  October  31,   1$2U .  ^01 

OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

Miss  Mayme  C.  Parker,  for  quite  s  number -of  years  with  the  F.  &  V. 
Division  but  more  recently  employed  in  the  section  of  Periodical  Reports ' of 
Storage  Holdings,  is  now  connected  with  the  Division  of  Information  and  is 
assisting  with  the  consumer-demand  studies.    Miss  Parker's  headquarters  are 
in  Room  702,  Bieber  Bldg. 

Last  Friday  and  Saturday,  «...  L.  Evans  made  a  trip  to  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore  in  the  interest  of  the  work  of  the  Domestic  "Wool  Section, 
He  also  visited  our  branch  offices  in  these  cities. 

H.  V.  Deteott  left  Washington  last  Sunday  on  a  10  days'  trip  to  various 
points  in  Ohio,  where  he  is  interviewing  dealers  who  handled  part  of  the  1918 
wobl  clip.    Mr.  Deiiott  is  auditor  for  the  Domestic  Wool  Section. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  announcement  is  made  of  the  resignation 
of  B.  S.  Jones,  inspector  in  St.  Louis,  effective  today.    Mr.  Jones  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Inspection  Service  in  October,   1930.     Pie  first  served  in  Chicago, 
and  in  March,  1921,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  St.  Louis  office,  where  he 
has  done  very  effective  work,    kr .  Jones  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  -in  which  we  wish  him  all  success. 

G •  B .  Fiske  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  his  trip  through  the  fruit 
•and  vegetable  sections  of  western  jiew  York.    Miss.  Pearl  Edwards  also  is  back 
at  her  desk,  after  having  compiled  tabulations  of  peanut  shipments  at  the 
Southern  Railway  offices,  Suffolk1,  Va  . 


SEE  -REVERSE  SIDE ■ 


WHAT  IS  SUCCESS? 


In  a  recent  contest  conducted  "by  "Success"  magazine,  the  following 
•definition  of  success  won  the  prize  of  £l,000.     It  is  worth  reading.  (The 
clipping  was.  received  through  4.  L.  Prugh,  of  the  Rochester .  of  f  ice  . )  - 

LIFE  IS  A  CYCLE  OF  SERVICE:     HE  WHO  SERVES  ^ ST  ATTAINS  SUCCESS, 
whether  that  service  be  humble  or  of  great  endeavor. 

-  Though  materially  considered  as  such,  Success  does  HOT  consist  of 

Fame,  which  may  vanish  -  nor  of  R4ches  which  may  dissipate. 

-  Success  is  rather  that  priceless  wealth  wvich  the  Heart,,  the  *d.nd, 

and  the  Soul  possess  -  when  High  Ideals  are  fulfilled  -  when 
.adversity  is  vanquished  -  when  a  difficult  task  is  surmounted  - 
when  achievement  triumphs  over  circumstances  I' 

-  Success  is  that  miraculous  POWER  with. which  the  Creator  has  endowed 

EVERY  human  being  -  a  vital,  resistless  force  which  overcomes 
every  handicap  -  mental,  physical  and  environmental,  regardless 
..  of  sex,  age,  creed  or  color. 

-  Recognition  of  this  Power  -  and  its  development  and  use  -  is  the 

factor  which  makes  Success. 
-The  baby  who  completes  the  first  toddling  steps  unaided  knows 

Success.    The-  engineer  who  harnesses  a  mighty 'waterfall  and  bends 
it  to  his  will  also  knows  Success.    And  there  is  no  essential 
difference  between  the  two,  as  far  as  Success  itself  is  concerned. 

-  No  worldly  laurels  can  compare  with  the  joy.  of  that  inward,  buoyant, 

exultant  thrill- experienced  at  the  birth  pf  Success.     It  is  the 
Act  and  not  the  Reward  that  makes  true  Success. 

-  SUCCESS  is  ■  •:• 

-  any  Honest  Labor  well  done. 

-  any  Worthy  Task  faithfully  accomplished. 

-  any  Reputable  Profession  honorably  practiced. 

-  establishing  and  holding  steadfast  to  High  Ideals  -  morally, 

socially,  artistically,  commercially. 

-  Loyalty  to  one's  self  -  to  one's  life  work,   to  one's  friends. 

-  Vision  -  Optimism  -  Courage  to  carry  on. 

-  every  conquest  fairly  won  on  Life's  field  of  Honor. 

-  Though  the  World-at -large  may  never  know  of  your  Leeds  of  Attainment, 

your  battles  won,  your  .Ideals  realized; 

though  the  plaudits  of  glory  may  never  acclaim  you, 
KNOV;  THIS  i      and  be  happy  in  the  thought  J - 

Each  Day  to  Have  Done  YOUR  NOBLEST,  THAT  is  SUCCESS! 


SPATES  DIEPARTMENT  OF  ASR I CULTURE 
Boreas  of  Agricpltural  Economics 
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la.     IDAHO  SHIPPING-  kORE  CELERY, 

Celery  is  receiving  more  attention  in  Idaho  than  it  had  in  the  past. 
Unsatisfactory  returns  from  potatoes  have  caused  some  growers  to  look  about 
for  a  better-paying  crop.     Celery  and  cauliflower  have  been  the  vegetables 
most  experimented  with,  and  results  from  the  celery  have  been  such  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  many,  it  will  come  to  a  place  of  commercial  importance.  During 
1923  about  50  carloads  were  snipped  from  the  State,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
the  output  this  season  will  be  nearer  100  cars. 

G-.  D.  Clark,  our  market  reporter  at  Idaho  Falls,  cites  the  case  of  one 
farmer  as  an  example:    Last  season  this  grower  did  a  little  experimenting  with 
celery,  planting  about  two  acres.    His  plantings  have  been  increased  to  12 
acres,  and  from  this  field  it  is  believed  that  25  cars  may  be  shipped.  Boise 
and  Caldwell  have  been  the  main  shipping  points,  but  this  year  Wilder  probably 
will  rank  near  the  top. 

The  principal  variety  grown  in  Idaho  is  the  Golden  Heart,  although  some 
Golden  Self -blanching  is  found.     Stock  is  packed  in  the  regular  California 
crates,  measuring  22  by  2*+  inches  at  the  base.    An  average  load  is  ISO  crates 
to  the  car.    Reports  are  that  the  quality  of  this  year's  celery  is  very  good, 
practically  all  grading  U.S.  No.  1.    The  crop  is  exceptionally  free  from  dis- 
ease and  insect  injury. 

2a.    ENGLISH  APPLES  COMPARED  WITH  AMERICAN  FRUIT. 

The  "London  Times1'  for  October  3  carried  a  special  article  on  the  Apole 
Crop,  by  Mr.  Henry  Whiteway,  of  Whimple,  the  eminent  pomologist.    The  closing 
paragraph  is  quoted  below: 

"There  should  be  no  exorbitant  prices  this  year  for  English  apples,  and 
the  early  culinary  varieties  are  already  on  the  market  at  prices  within  the 
reach  of  all.     Some  of  the  fancy  dessert  sorts  may  command  higher  figures  than 
usual,  owing  to  scarcity,  but,  after  all,  the  English  apple  is  the  finest  fruit 
in  the  world,  and  should  surely  be  worth  a  few  pence  per  pound  more  than,  those 
imported  from  abroad,  which,  although  handsome  in  appearance,   cannot  compare 
in  flavour  and  juiciness  with  the  best  home-grown  varieties.    The  English  apple - 
growing  industry  is  in  a  very  progressive  condition,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  has 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  many  of  our  unemployed  'back  to  the  la.nd.1" 

3a.     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  NOTOUR  1: 

Page  276  -  New  Jersey  peaches  on  London  market,  (filler) 

27S  -  Special  paragraphs  on  apples  in  the  weekly  review. 

279  -  Wenatchee  Apples  Pass  Peak,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 

280  -  Hood  River  Apples  Moving  Fast,  -  G.  E.  Prince. 

-  Jonathan  Leads  Colorado  Apples,  -  by  R.  H.  Lamb. 
23S  -  Canada- Australia  Dried  Fruit  Treaty. 

-  British  Apple  Markets,  with  price  table  for  week  ending  Oct. 25. 

-  Increase  in  Agricultural  Exports  of  the  United  States. 


(Page  503) 


Ha.    BPIZF  PASS  NO.  6?. 

The  records  of  this  Bureau  are  not  clerr  in  regard  to  the  location  cf 
"brief  case  So.  67.-  It  will  he  appreciated,  therefore,  if  the  person  who  has 
brief  ca.se  ho.  07  adivses  this  office  immediately. 

The  October  Supplement  to  "Crops  and  I/Iarkets"  was  somewhat  late  in  hein 
distributed.  In  addition  to  the  crop  estimates  for  leading  products.,  the  farm 
prices,  and  other  usual  material,  attention  is  called  to  the  following  items: 

.Page  321  -  Time  of  Issuance  and  Scope  of  Corning  Crop  Reports. 
326  -  Crop  comments  on  potatoes,  October  1.  (filler) 

-  Average  Prices  of  Florida  and  Texas  Cabbage. 
329  -  Cranberry  Production  in  Three  States. 

Average  wages  of  Male  inarm  Labor  per  wionth,  by  States. 
331  -  Average  Wages  of  L<ale  Yam  Labor  par  Day,  by  States. 
'  332  -  Value  of  Benmida  Onion  Croj  of  Texas. 

-  Cutting  of  kraut  in  northern  Ohio,  (filler) 

-  Percentage  of  Commercial  Apple  Crop  that  is  of  Early,  iviediiim, 

and  late  Varieties,  by  States. 
335  ~  3.3 acreage  of  onions  in  Utah.  (filler) 
3^-1  -  New  Agricultural  Publications. 

3HU  -  Cold  Storage  Report  for  October  1  on  Apples,  Pears,  Onions, 
Frozen  and  Preserved  Fruits. 

-  Fewer  Inspections  during  August. 

-  Watermelon  Returns  Low.     (a  review  of  the  1^2U  season) 
3^-0  -  Carload  Shipments  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  by  States ,  for  August. 
3U7  -  Carload  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  for  August. 

3^g  -  Heavy  Shipments  Feature  Peach  Season,     (a  review  of  192*+  season) 
3^-9  -  Condition  of  Honey  Bees  and  Honey  Plants,  and  Yields  of  Honey. 
350  -  Oe^o'oege  situation  in  Few  York  State,  (filler) 
350  -  Index  Kumbers  of  Agricultural  Exports,  with  chart. 
352  -  Review  of  'world  Agriculture. 
359  -  ^he  Price  Situation. 

6a.     LOST  i  -  THQ  STLEL  HULES . 

Somebody  borrowed  two  six-inch  steel  rules  from  lir.  Spilmah's  section, 
and  failed  to  return  them.    The  one  is  a  hook- rule,  and  the  other  a  flexible 
steel  rule.    Both  were  in  a  leather  case.    As  these  instruments  are  urgently 
needed  in  the  work  of  measuring  baskets  and  other  containers,  please  advise 
Mr.  Spilman  or  Mr.  Baker  immediately ,  if  you  know  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
rules. 
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11 .    PUBLICATION.  Q?  EffART,  I:v?CPUATIQN  NO  LONGER  PEQUIRTD. 

Some  months  a-go,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  American  Railway  Asso- 
ciation, we  agreed  to  publish  current  embargo  information.    The  Association 
thought  that  greater  publicity  would  be  given  to  embargoes  through  our  coop- 
eration, which  would  tend  to  prevent  misunderstandings.    After  giving  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  reports  a  thorough  trial,  it  has  developed  that  no  special 
good  is  being  derived  by  anyone  and,  therefore,  we  have  discontinued  their 
publication. 

It  has  been  arranged,  however,  by  the  American  Railway  Association  to 
have  all  agents  instructed  to  make  daily  embargoes  available  to  our  field  men, 
subject  to  their  calling  upon  the  agents.  If  demand  for  the  daily_  pub- 

lication of  embargo  information  in  our  mimeographed  reports  develops    t  any 
field  station,  it  will  be  satisfactory  for  the  field  man  to  get  the  information 
from  the  station  agent  at  that  point. 


2b ,,_„  RECORD  Off  SERVICES  OVER  LEASED  DURING  OCTOBER.  192U. 


Total 

Insuf- 

1 

Un- 

Un- 

Un- 

Volun- 

Name of 

Number 

Errors 

ficient 

Tele- 

classi- 

neces- 

answer- 

tary 

Market 

of 

Informa- 

graphic 

fied 

sary 

ed 

Correc- 

Serviced 

Services 

Markets 

tion  by 

Errors 

Services 

Services 

Ser- 

tions 

to 

Marke  t  s 

to 

*y 

vices 

(see 

Markets 

Markets 

Wash. 

note) 

Atl anta 

10 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Baltimore 

13 

10 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Boston 

23 

10 

k 

7 

7 

2 

Chicago 

89 

15 

16 

18 

10 

Cincinnati 

IT 

5 

5 

3 

k 

1 

Denver 

2 

2/ 

Tort  Worth 

12 

2  ' 

2 

7 

.  t  l 

Kansas  City 

15 

k 

2 

>>■*  • 

b 

2 

1 

k 

Memphis 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Minneapolis* 

19 

13 

u 

2 

2 

2 

New  York 

IS- 

9 

15 

12 

2 

21 

Philadelphia 

3S  • 

19 

1+ 

2 

13 

1 

3 

Pittsburgh 

IS 

11 

1 

k 

2 

1 

1  10 

St.  Louis 

30  ; 

7 

5 

10 

5 

Washington 

3 

2 

1 

1 

!  10 

OCT. TOTAL 

372. 

1  1^ 

!  77 

SEPT. TOTAL 

1  351 

1  1U6 

cl 

l  r.q 

69 

\ 

*  Including  St.  Paul.        NOTE:  Not  included  in  total  of  services- 


3b .     CHANGS  IN  APPLE  PAGE  OF  CODS.,,  .£ErECTI7E  J^I^gjHJ^ 

In  the  Division  Letter  of  Novero'oer  £,  i9<3i  ^a.s  included  an  item  chang- 
ing the  word  "mixed"  in  KIH,  KIJ,  KDfi  and  KIN  to  "various  varieties."  Some 
offices  did  not  make  this  change  in  their  code  bocks  and.   consequently,  these 
symbols  have  not  been  used  with  entire  uniformity.     Inasmuch  as  "'various  var- 
ieties" can  be  expressed  by  the  terminal  UZ  on  the  apple  page  of  the  code,  it 
seems  best  to  change  back  to  -che  old  meaning  of  these  terms.     In  your  code 
books,  then,  cross  out  the  phrase  "various  varieties"   in  KIH,  KIJ,  KIM  and 
KIN,  and  substitute  the  word  "mixed." 
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to .   changes  in  description  of"  California  districts. 

On  page  396  of  the  Division  Letter  for  August  29,  under  the  caption 
"The  Pour  Districts  of  California,"  a  detailed  statement  was  made  of  the 
boundary  lines  of  the  four  producing  districts,  as  used  in  the  Hews  Service. 
At  the  end  of  Par.  1,  the  following  words  should  be  added:     "This  district 
includes  originations  at  Oakland  Pier  and  San  Francisco  Terminal."    In  Par.  2,, 
following  the  words  "the  line  described  in  Par.  1,"  insert  this  -ohrase: 
"except  Oakland  Pier  and  San  Francisco  Terminal." 

Opposite  the  original  item  on  page  39^>  write  this  marginal  note: 
"See  additional  statement  of  page  506." 

5b,     HEAVY  ARRIVALS  OF  OR APS S  IN  CHICAGO. 

•  E. D.  Mallison,  of  the  Chicago,  office,  wrote  in  a  letter  of  November  k 
the  following  account  of  Michigan  grape  receipts  in  that  city 

"During  the  past  week  o.r  10  days  Michigan  grapes  have  been 
coming  to  this  market  in  large  quantities.    October  2Sth  probably  was 
the  big  day  of  the  season,  arrivals  being  67  cars  by  freight  and 
approximately  five  cars  by  boat.   .Trucks  also  brought  into  the  Chicago 
territory  large  quantities,  the  amount  of  which  will  be  almost  impossi- 
ble to  estimate . 

"It  is  unusual  for  such  a  large,  volume'  of  Michigan  grapes  to 
come  to  Chicago  by  truck.  •  Six  to  eight  hours  are  required  to  make 
the  trip  from  shipping  points  such  as  Law ton,  Benton  Harbor,  Sodus, 
St.  Joseph  and  other" smaller  places .    The  cost  of  delivery  here  is  1# 
to  lj^  less  per  basket  than  by  boat.    Grapes  brought  by  truck  do  not 
■    secure  a  premium  because  of  early  arrival.    As  the  market  now  opens 
late,  shipments  by  boat  have  arrived  in  time  for  the  opening.  Besides 
this,  large  quantities  have  been  on  track  in  cars. 

"Only  a  small  percentage  of  the  grapes  that  left  Michigan  by 
truck  was     sold  on  South  water  Street,  the  greater  portion  going  to 
suburban  towns  and  cities  east  and  west  of  Chicago;  also  to  the  stores 
in  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  city.    Dealers  here  claim 
this  cut  into  their  sales  considerably,  as  the  heaviest  grape-consum- 
ing centers  are  in  the  foreign. sections ,  located  mostly  in  the  southern 
and  western  parts  of  Chicago." 

6b.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARY  OF  FIELD  DEAL. 

WISCONSIN  CABBAGE  DEAL,  Season  I923-2U,  by  W,  H.  Hall  and  G.  A. 
DeHaven,  is  the  title  of  a  new  field  summary,  distributed  this  week.  TTeekly 
price  ranges  are  tabulated  for  several  leading  markets.    Another  table 
shows  the  daily  shipments  from  Wisconsin  and  for  the  United  Ste.tes,  the 

 f.o.b, .prices ,  and  the  Chicago "arrivals  from  Wisconsin  and  from  all  other 

States.    Wisconsin  cabbage  shipments  also  are  given  by  originating  stations 
and  by  months.    This  booklet  contains  12  pages,  including  a  general  des- 
cription of  the  Wisconsin  cabbage  industry. 

B.  C.  BORES, 

Investigator  in  Market  Surveys, 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  EAREET  NEWS  SERVICE 


STATIONS 


(Mail 
List 


In  Charge 


Reports 


First 
Bulletins 


Probably 
Will  Close 


FRESNO,  CALIF. ** 
Sequoia  Hotel 


PEES QUE  ISLE,  ME. 
Greenlaw  Block 


SPOKANE,  WASH. 

k2k  Federal  Bldg. 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

U13  Triangle  Bldg. 


WAUPACA ,  WIS.** 
Court  House 


IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 


ORLANDO,  FLA.** 
311  Smith  Bldg. 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
Federal  Bldg. 


919 


C  E.  Schultz 


Zk2  H.  38 .  Rutland 


SU7 


S3  7 


G.  E.  Prince 


A.  E'.  Prugh 


S9U 


8U5 


920 


S95 


W.  H.  Hosier 


G.  D.  Clark 


W.  H.  Hall 


Grapes 


Potatoes 


Apples 


Pears* 

Celery 

Apples 

Cabbage 

Onions 

Peaches* 

Potatoes 


July  25 


Sept.  12 


Sept.  10 


Sept.  15 
Sept.  15 


Nov.  29 


Apr .  1 


Mar .  1 5 


Nov.  1* 
Jan.  10 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Citrus 
Fruit 


Sept.  IS    Apr.  1 


R.  H.  Shoemaker  Potatoes 

Apples 
Onions 


Sept.  IS 

Sept.  IS 

Sept.  22 

Sept.  29 


Sept.  IS 


Sept.-  22 


Oct.  21 


Nov;  3 
Nov.  3 
Nov.  3 


Mar .  7 

Feb.  28 

Oct.  13* 

Apr.  1 


Apr.  30 


Apr.  30 


Apr,  15 


Apr.  30 
Nov.  15 
Jan.  31 


**  State  Department  cooperating 


*  Reports  discontinued. 


TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENTS: 
R.  L.  Sutton  and  it.  H.  Lamb  -  in  Chicago  office. 
F.  H.  Scruggs    -    in  Washington  office. 
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lc.    LATE  BLIGHT  TU3P5.  EOT  Iff  7"IoC0^ST^  POTATOES. 

In  a  letter  of  Oct o'ber  2SS  Dr..  G-.  B.  Ramsey,  B.P.I.  Pathologist 
located  in  the?  Chicago  office,  tells  of  his  findings  on  a  recent  trip  through 
the  potato  districts -of  Wisconsin.;    This  material  is  of  special  interest  to 
inspectors :- 

"In  my  trip  through  Wisconsin  last  week*  I  found  some  very  interesting 
conditions  relative  to  the' Late- Blight  Tuber  Rot  situation.    The  excessively 
wet  season,  particularly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  growing  period,  was 
favorable  for  the  development  of  Late  Blight.    The  spores  of  the  fungus 
were  washed  down  into  the  hills  and  caused  infection  of  the  tubers.    In  the 
early  stages  small,  brown  spots  were  in  evidence  on  the  surface  of  the  potatoes, 
but' in  most  instances  the  decay  had  advanced  enough  to  show  the  character- 
istic purplish-brown  rot. 

"The  decay  was  watery  and  of  a  reddish-brown  color  on  the  interior 
of  the  tubers.    The  sunken,  dry  type  of  decay,  as  found  in  tubers  that 
have  dried  out  or  been  in  storage,  was  very  seldon  evident.    To  those  trained 
to  know  Late  Blight  as  a  dry  rot,   this  point  may  be  worth  remembering.  The 
wet  reddish-brown  decay  is  much  more  likely  to  be  found  at  this  season  of 
the  year  and  the  discoloration  often  penetrates  the  tuber  to  a  depth  of 
one-half  inch  or  more,  whereas,  in  the  dry  type  the  decay  is  darken  brown 
and  "seldom  penetrates  over  one-fourth  inch.    There  is  no  definite  odor  to  this 
decay  unless  Slimy  Soft  Rot  follows;    Fusarium  has  been  found  associated  with 
Late  Blight  Tuber  'Rot  in  several  cars  of  potatoes  on  the  Chicago  market. 

"At  Spooner,  Shell  Lake,  Rice  Lake  and  Sarona,  Late  Blight  Tuber  Rot 
was  'found  in  all  of  the  warehouses  visited.    The  stock,  however,  was 
so  badly  affected  with  decay,   that  the  buyers  were  not  taking  any  more 
potatoes.    Some  of  the  warehouse  men  had  recognized  the  trouble  as  Late 
Blight  Tuber  Rot,  but  others  were  in  doubt  or  did  not  kaow  the  disease 
at  all.    Undoubtedly  a  few  cars  have  been  shipped  ouf^ihat  contained  a 
rather  high  percentage  of  Blight.    In  the  potatoes/are         shipped  directly 
from  the  field,  decay  will  develop  rapidly,  ahd  .especially  in  the  feathered, 
rather -immature  stock,  there  is  danger  of -its.  spreading  to  healthy  tubers 
during  transit. 

"In  the  neighborhood  of  Rhinelander,  Harshaw  and  Starks  no  Late  Blight 
was  found,  although  a  careful  search  was  made  in  several  warehouses.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  'Field  Frost 1  in  some  places>  however,  and  this  is 
likely  to  show  up  in  the  .market  to  a  slight  extent.    Most  of  this  stock 
is  thrown  out  during  the  grading,  but,   since  only  one  side  or  end  of  the 
tuber  is  frozen,  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  out  all  of  these  potatoes. 
Field-frosted  tubers  are  almost  sure  to  have  Slimy- Soft  Rot  by  the  time 
they  reach  the  ..market . 

.  "At  Rosholt,   Iola,  Waupaca  and  Stevens  Point,  Late  Blight  Tuber  Rot 
is  very  bad.    The  low,  heavy,  wet  soils  in  the  Waupaca  region  were  esp-ciallj 
favorable  for  the  development  of  tuber  rot.    The  potatoes  were  rather 
immature  and  were  badly  feathered.    Some  of  this  stock  was  being  stored 
in  warehouses  and  eventuallv  will  appear  upon  the  markets.  Unfortunately, 
the  decaying  tubers  come  from  the  heavy,"  wet  soils  and  are  so  dirty  and  dull 
in  color  that,   even  in  careful  grading,  a  Certain  amount  of  decay  is  sure 
to  be  overlooked.". 


i 
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2c .     PACKING  HOUSE  COSTS,  ECO'COM  APT)  EFFICIENCY . 

The  following  a.re  extracts  from  a  paper  read  at  the  Orlando  meeting 
of  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  and  Sub-Exchange  Ivianagers  by  H.  V.  Ray,  as 
published  in  the  Florida  Grower.     (This  is  reprinted  from  Florida  Weekly- 
News  Letter) :- 

"From  the  experience  of  the  DeLand  Citrus  Growers  Association, 
packing  house  efficiency,  costs  and  economy  cover  a  greater  field  than 
packing  house  operations. 

"The  fundamental  principle  we  always  stress  and  strive  to  sell 
to  heads  of  our  different  departments  is  cooperation, for  it  is 
impossible  to  work  harmoniously  and  achieve  results  without  it. 

"Our  work  is  started  with  the  field  foremen,  who  are  fully  in- 
formed as  to  their  duties  at  the  beginning  of  each  season.  At  the  . 
beginning  of  each  week,  every  foreman  receives  a  list  of  the  groves 
he  is  to  work,  and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  fruit  in  each.  He 
.  is  furnished  with  a  picking  crew  of  sufficient  size  to  pick  day  by 
day  a  certain  number  of  boxes  of  fruit,  or  his  share  of  the  amount 
we  pack  according  to  market  requirements. 

"Any  irregularities  in  the  hauling  of  fruit  from  the  grove 
to  packing  house  a>j©  reported  to  the  head  office  by  the  field  fore- 
man at  once,  and  prompt  steps  are  always  taken  to  have  them  corrected 
by  the  hauling  contractor. 

"By  so  arranging  our  field  work,  we  are  enabled  to  regulate 
the  operations  of  the  house  that  there  are  practically  no  leakages 
from  excess  labor.    We  can  not  operate  the  house  in  an  efficient 
manner  from  the  day- lab or  standpoint  unless  our  outside  work  is 
promptly  organized.    This  same  harmony  must  exist  through  all  de- 
partments in  the  packing  house.  ... 

"We  Have  been  very  successful  in  dividing  the  functions  of 
our  packing  house  into  several  departments:  to  wit  -receiving  clerk, 
head  grader,  tally  clerk,  paper  department  and  box-making  department. 
These  department  heads  are  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  man 
known  as  the  packing  house  foreman,  who,  with  the  advice  and 
guidance  of  the  association  manager,  is  wholly  responsible  for  the 
.  packing  operations  of  our  plant. 

"The  receiving  clerk  receives  all  fruit  delivered  to  the 
■packing  house  and  gives  proper  credit  for  it.    He  has  complete 
charge  of  the  dumping,  washing,  drying  and  polishing  of  this  fruit, 
and  directs  all  labor  for  this  work. 

"The  head  grader's  job  is  to  see  that  the  graders  do  their 
work  in  accordance-  with  our  grading  rules. 

"The  tally  clerk  has • charge  of  all  fruit  after  it  leaves  the 
box  presses  and  must  make  a  proper  and  correct  individual  tally  of 
each  grower's  crop.    He  also  supervises  the  trucking  and  loading  of 
fruit  into  the  cars. 

"The  paper  department  is  very  vital,  and,  if  not  properly 
managed,  can  be  the  source  of-  enormous  wastes.    We  have  one  man  in 
charge  of  our  paper  supply.    No  packer  is  allowed  to  help  himself. 
The  head  of  the  department  always  furnishes  the  packers  with  the 
paper  they  need,  and  sees  to  it  that  they  get  the  proper  size  for 
the  fruit  they  are  handling.    In  our  association,  the  man  in  charge 
of  the  paper  also  attends  to  the  sale  of  all  cull  fruit. 

(continued  over) 
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"Our  "box  department  lias  charge  of  the  production  of  the  "boxes 
necessary  for  oiir  daily  output.     This  department  head  must  also 
maintain  a  surplus  of  made-up  boxes  sufficient  to  carry  us  over  any 
ordinary  breakdown  period. 

"The  packing  house  foreman  has  complete  charge  over  all  the. 
help.    He  does  all  the  hiring  and  firing.    He  supervises  all  oxDerations 
in  the  handling  of  fruit  from  the  time  it  reaches  the  packing  house 
until  it  is  loaded  into  the  cars.     It  is  his  duty  continually  to 
inspect  all  operations  and  see  to  it  that  each  individual  is  perform- 
ing his  or  her  work  correctly.    This  foreman  is  responsible  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  to  the  association  manager  only. 
The  manager  is  the  guiding-hand  in  all  operations,  both  in  the  packing 
house  and  the  field. 

"The  receiving  clerk  must  furnish  for  each  car  of  fruit  run 
through  the  house,  a  regular  run  sheet,  which  shows,  the  number  of  boxes 
of  each  grower's  fruit.    Each  night,  before  leaving,  he  must  check  all 
fruit  on  the  floor  in  field  boxes  with  the  receiving  tickets  he  has  on 
file,  so  "that;  if  any  error  has  been  made,  it  can  be  corrected  at 
once . 

"When  each  car  of  fruit  is  loaded,  the  tally  clerk  must  turn 
into  the  office  a  proper  individual  tally  sheet,  showing  the  number 
of  boxes  of  every  grower's,  fruit.  The  receiving  clerk's  sheet  must 
accompany  this  statement ."' 

3c.     OHIO  ONION  INSPECTIONS  TO  BE  CONTINUED .  . 

In  a"  news  item  in  the  last  Division  Letter,  it  was  implied  that  onion 
inspections  around  Kenton,  Ohio,  were  discontinued  upon  the  return  of  Hay  C. 
Bish  to  the  Cleveland  office."    Mr.  Bish  advises,  that  this  work  still  is  being 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  that  Guy  0.  Sellers,  of 
McGuffey,  has  been  employed  to  make  inspections  in  the  district.    According  to 
present  plans,  the  inspection  service  will  be  continued  at  least  until 
January  1,  and,  if  there  is  further  need  of  the  service,  Mr.  Sellers  probably 
will  remain  as'  inspector  until  most  of  the  onions  have  been  shipped.  Any 
communication'- regarding  Ohio  onion  inspections  can  be   'ddressed  to  Mr.  Sellers, 
at  McGuffey.     Practi ^ally -all  of  the  onions  had  been  harvested  when  Mr.  Bish 
returned  to  Cleveland,  and  are  now  either  in  storage  houses  or  in  sheds.  Most 
storage  houses  are  well  filled,  and,  consequently,  -  there  is  a  considerable 
number  of  cars  to  be.  shipped  before  the  deal  is  completed. 

Ho.     LARGE  NUMBER  OF  COLORADO  CANTALOUPE  INSPECTIONS  - 

On  closing  the  inspection  work  in  southeastern  Colorado  about  10  days 
ago,  Neal  D.  Sanboru,  supervising  inspector,  reported  that  the  volume  of  work 
handled  during -the  season  was  greater  than  at  first  expected.  Shipment 
statistics  indicate,  that  about  2,750  cars  of  cantaloupes  and  575  cars  of  Honey 
Dew  melons  were  forwarded  from  the  district.     Of  that  number,  the  following 
cars  were  inspected  at  shipping  point : -  1,858  straight  cars  of  cantaloupes, 
562  straight  cars  of  Honey  Dews,  22  cars  of  watermelons,  729  mixed  cars  of 
melons  (probably  listed, as  "cantaloupes"  in  shipment  reports),  and  1  car  of 
Casabas,  making  a  total,  of  3>172  cars-  inspected.  » 

P .  D.  RUPERT , 

:    -  Asst.  Marketing  Specialist. 
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Last  Saturday,  November  1,  Mr.  Sherman  left  on  a  week's  trip  to  Jack- 
sonville and  other  points  in  Florida.    He  has  "been  conferring  with  Robert  Bier, 
at  Jacksonville,  and  helping  to  determine  important  inspection  policies  rela- 
tive to  maturity  tests  for  grapefruit  shipments.    Mr.  Sherman  probably  will 
visit  other  supervising  inspectors  in  Florida,  "before  returning  to  Washington 
early,  next  week.  .  . 

Mr.  Robb  was  in  Austin,  Texas,  yesterday,  conferring  with  State  offi- 
cials regarding  cooperative  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  Texas.    He  may 
return  te  Washington  by  the  end  of  this  week.    Mr.  Robb  is  scheduled  to  del- 
iver an  address  on  "The  Marketing  Situation  in  Relation  to  the  Southern  Peach 
Crop"  at  the  41st  annual  convention  of  the  .American  Pomological  Socie  y,  which 
will  meet  in  Atlantic  City  next  Tuesday. 

M.  A.  Russell,  Associate  Regional  Supervisor,  went  from  the  Chicago 
office  last  week  to  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
the  inspectors'  conferences  on  citrus  grades.    On  Tuesday  he  visited  the  Fort 
.Worth  office;  Wednesday  he  was  in  Kansas  City;  Thursday  in  St.  Louis,  and  by 
Saturday  Mr.  Russell  expects  to  be  back  in  Chicago. 

Both  M.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Fort  Worth  office,  and  H.T.  Longino,  of  the 
Houston  office,  attended  the  inspectors'  conference  at  New  Orleans  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  of  last  week. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  spent  a  couple  of  days  in  the  Washington  office 
early  this  week,  en  route  from  St.  Louis  to  Florida.    He  drove  his  automobile 
from  Washington  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  which  point  will  now  be  his  headquarters 
during  the  inspection  season  in  that  State. 

Mr..  Stillwell  went  from  western  New  York  to  the  market  news  offices  at 
Cincinnati  and  Pittsburgh,  for.  the  purposes  of  conferring  with  local  repre- 
sentatives in  those  cities.    He  probably  will  b'e  back  at  his  desk  on  Monday, 
November  10.  - 

Before  leaving  Martinsburg,  W.  ~Va,',  F.  H.  Scruggs  issued  a  comprehen- 
sive two-page  review  of  the  apple  season  in  that  region,  telling  particularly 
of  the  storage  situation.     The  greater  portion  of  his  summary  will  appear  in 
"Crops  and  Markets"  at  an  early  date.    Mr.  Scruggs  will  be  in  the  Washington 
office  about  10  days  or  two  weeks. 

R.  R.  Pailthorp  returned  last  Friday  from  his  investigational  trip  to 
New  York  State.     B.E.  Shaffer,  who  has  been  making  a  study  of  the  grading  and 
packing. of  eastern  grapes,  also  reached  Washington  this  week,  and  will  spend 
some  time  here, '  working  up  the  report  of  his  findings. 

J.  J.  Gardner's  departure  from  Martinsburg,  W.  Ya. ,  was  delayed  until 
a  few  days  ago.    He  visited  the  Washington  office  on  Wednesday,  en  route  to 
.his  headquarters  in  Pittsburgh.    M.  L.  Henry,  who  has  been  helping  with  Pitts- 
burgh, inspections,  will  now  return  to  the  New  York  City  office. 
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Effective  date  for  the  resignation  of  B.  $•.  Jones,  inspector  in  St. 
Louis,  has  "been  deferred  until  early  next  week,  In  order  to  permit  of  more 
careful  arrangements  for  the  future  handling  of  the  work  in  that  market. 

Since  K'-  Si  Branch' has  returned  to  the  Kansas. City  off  ice.,  R..  Balster, 
who  handled  inspections  there  the  past  few  weeks,  has  proceeded  to  Chicago, 
and  can  now  "be  reached  at  that  office. 

•Mr.  Samson  has  prepared  an  article' on- "Progress  in  National  Standardi- 
zation," which  will  appear. in  an  early  issue  of  The  Blue  Anchor,   the  house 
organ  of  the  California  Fruit  Exchange, "  Sacramento .. 

-R.  M.  Peterson,  of  the  "Minneapolis  office,  has  "been  in  camp  with  the 
R.  0.  T.  C  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota,   this  week.    Beginning  next  Monday, 
he  will  go. on  five  days*  annual  leave.  . 

C.  D«  Shirley  arrived  at  the  Chicago  office  of  the.  Inspection  Ser- 
vice early  this  week,   from  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa.    Shortly  thereafter,  Mr*  Shirley 
started  for  San  Antonio,  Texa.s,  taking  two  days '  leave  in  Indiana  en  route. 

After  finishing  the  grape  inspection /work  in  Michigan  a.  few  days  ago, 
0*  N«  Harsha  was  en  route  to  his  home  in  Indiana,  when  he  met -with  an  acci- 
dent, fracturing  two  ribs 'and  suffering  painful  injuries  to  his  "back. 
Fortunately,  his  condition  is  not  serious,  and  he  hopes  to  "be  able'  to  report 
for  duty  aga.in  "by  November  15.  - 

J.  E.  Hoover  completed  on  November. 1  his  assignment  as  supervising 
inspector  for  South  Dakota  potatoes,  and  proceeded  from  Wa.tertown  to  Kansas 
City.    He  will  be  on  a  short  period 'of  leave  at  701  Tennessee  Street, 
Lawrence,  Hans.    On  two  days  of.  this  week,.  Mr.  Hoover  expected-  to  attend 
the  Kaw  Valley  Potato  Show,  held  in  Kansas  City. 

The  Benton  Harbor  office  of  the  Market  News  Service  was  closed  on 
October  30,   instead  of  31»  and  P.  H.  Shoemaker  has  moved  to  the  Federal 
Bldg.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  will  continue  to  issue  reports  on  . 
potatoes,  apples  and  onions. 

The  two-page  review  of  the  western  New  York  apple  situation,  released' 
by  A.  E.  Prugh  at  Rochester  and  mentioned 'in  last  week's  Division  Letter, 
was  reprinted  in  full  in  the  November  1  issue  of  the  New  York  Packer.  It 
occupied  more  than  a  column  in  that  paper-.  • 

Robert  Bier  went  from  Jacksonville  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  last  Friday,  in 
connection  with  the  local  inspection  work,  and  that  evening  he  and  W.  H.  Hall, 
in  charge  of  market  reports,  attended  a  luncheon  and  business  meeting  of  the 
Fruitma-n's  Club,  at  Orlando. 

The. Florida  address  of  F.  E . . Hooper,  listed- on  page  ^99  of  the  last 
D.L.,   should  be  changed  from  the  Wahrhansen  Bldg.  to  23  Snell  Bank  Bldg., 
Winter  Haven. 
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la.  .  JAPANESE  SET  ONIONS > " 

Two  or  three  months  ago,  q_uotations  on  Japanese  set  onions  appeared 
'frequently  in  the  Boston  market  reports  and  occasionally  in  those  of  Phila- 
delphia and  other  cities.     It  seemed  impossible  at  the  time,  however,  to 
get  much    information  about  these  onions  or  why  they  were  given  the  name 
"Japanese."    Recently  a  letter  has  "been  received  from  F.  H.  Woodruff  &  Sons, 
of  Milford,  Conn.,  the  seedsmen  who  originated  this  onion,  and  excerpts  are 
given  below,,-  *in  the  belief  that  they  may  interest  both  market  reporters  and 
inspectors: •        .   _  •  . 

•  !U^e 'originated  and  placed  on  the  market  the  Japanese  Onion  in  1916. 

This  is  a 'name  that  we  gave  it*    It  never  originated  in  Japan  and  never  saw 

•Japan,  but  'we  called-  it  the  Japanese  Onion  for  want  of  a  better  name,  and 
it.  has  .become  very  p.opular* 

"It  doubles  the  yield  of  the  average  old-fashioned  Yellow  Strassburg 
onion  sets  and  enables  the  farmer  on  old  onion  land,  that  has  become  smutty 
and  where  he^  can't- 'grow  a  crop  of  the  regular  Yellow  G-lobe  Danvers  from  the 
seed,  to  get  seven  and  eight  hundred  bushels  to  the  acre  from  sets.    It  is 
a  remarkably  fine  keeping  onion,  both  the  large  bulb  and  the  set  itself,  and 
it  is  also  a  very  mild,  fine- flavored  onion." 

('Additional":'  informat ion  regarding  these  onions  can  be  found  on  page 

120  of  Crops  and  Markets  for  August  23.)' 

'2a.  'SUCCESS  OE  RADIO  BROADCASTING-  IN  THE  EAR  WEST. 

Writing  under  date  of  November  1,  S.  H.  Fountain,   inspector  for  the 
Navy.;at  Vallejo,  Calif.,  tells  of  his  success  in  receiving  radio  reports:- 

"Probably  you  will  be'  interested  in  hearing  about  my  receiving  the 
radio  reports  on  fruit  and  vegetables.    I  have  a  small  three- tube  set  which 
I  constructed  myself  and,  since  the  wet  weather  has  come  and  the  summer 
static  is  about  eliminated,  I  have  been  able  to  pickup  the  reports  from 
four  stations,  Mr.  Hansen -s  report  from  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Harris'  report 
from  Los  Angeles,  Mr,  Ringer's  from  Portland,  and  Mr.  Duncan's  report  from 
Salt  Lake  City.    These  reports  come  in  with  sufficient  volume  and  clearness 
to  operate  a  loud  speaker  and^  can  -be  heard'  distinctly  all  over  the  house* 
I  think  that  this  will  give  you  an  idea  ojf  the  wide  stretch  of  country 
served  by:  rthese:  stations,  and  the'  value  of  these  reports  to  growers  through- 
out this  large  territory  is  inestimable.  ;  The.  fact  that  my  receiving  set 
is  only- an.  average  :one  and  not  so  powerful  as.  many  sets  which  I  have  seen 
on  farms  ih  the  Sacramento  Vall'ey  'leads  me  to'  believe  that  almost  every 
grower  pos.ses&i'ng  al  radio. ..outf it  -i-s- profiting  by  these  reports." 
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3^    MW  FISCAL,  ADMINISTRATIVE  AMD  :PR:»?SRTY-:  REGULATIONS  . 

A  nev/  edition  of  the  Fiscal'..  Administrative  and  Property  Regulations 
in  loose-leaf  form,  similar -to  that  now  being  used  for  the  Fiscal  Regulations, 
is  being  mailed  to  all  branch  offices  and  to  all  field  men  now  holding  Fiscal 
Regulations*    These  regulations  will  supersede^  ail.  others  previously  issued, 
and  they  contain  all  amendments  which  have  been  issued  in  loose-leaf  form  up 
to  the  present-  time.    'The  binders  at  present"  being  used  for  the  Fiscal  Regula- 
tions should  be  used  for  the  new  regulations.     Old  regulations  now  on  hand  may 
be  destroyed.     If  you  fail  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  nev;  regulations ,  or  if  yov 
do  not  now  have  regulations  and  need  a  copy,  please  advise  Mr.  Evans'  and  a  • 
copy  will  be  forwarded  you.    Binders  may  also  be  obtained  upon  request.  Since 
these  new  regulations  have  been  issued,  the-  revision  of  the  administrative 
sections  of  our  market' news  and  ' inspection  handbooks  will  soon  be  completed 
and  new  copies  distributed. 

Ua.     Iff  '"CROPS  AND  MARKETS "  FOR  NOVS'.IBER  g: 

Pa.ge  29^-  -  Special  paragraphs  on  grapes  in  the  weekly  review. 

295  ~  Idaho  Shipping  More  Celery,  -  by  G.  D.  Clark. 

-  Washington  Potato  Market  Stronger,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 

-  Western  New  York  peaches  put  up  in  barrels,  (filler) 

296  -  Western  Colorado  Potatoes  and  Aoples,  -  R.  L.  Sutton. 

-  Yakima  Valley  Apples  Harvested,  -  by  G.  E,  Prince. 

-  New  York  Apples  in  Firm  Position,  -  based  on  review  by 

A,  E.  Prugh.  ^ 
2$S  -  Pear  shipments  from  the  Wenatchee  district,     (filler)  1 
30U—  Hea.vy  Apple  Shipments  to  Foreign  Markets. 
*"  -  Prices  of  American  Apples  on  Bri tieh  Market s  ,  week  ending 

•  •••  •  v  •  Nov.  1,  ~ 

'  5a.    EXTENSIVE  TRUCK  BUSINESS  HANDLED  COOPERATIVELY, 

Sales  amounting  to  $l.,-5HO,905  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  192m-, 
are  reoorted  by  the  South  Carolina  Produce  Association,  Meggetts,  S.C.  Of 
this  amount  the  growers  received  $1,U6U,Q9H,  or  95$.    Measured  in  terms  of 
money  received,  potatoes -and  cabbage  were  the  most  important  products  handled, 
with  beans,  tomatoes,  lettuce  and  spinach  coming  next,  followed  by  peas, 
cucumbers,  turnips,  carrots,  and  a  number  of  other  vegetables.     The  number  of 
minimum  cars  shipped  was  3,63Uand  the.  average  net  amount  per  car  oaid  to  the 
growers  was  $3^>  • 

Volume  of  sales  for  each  of  the  last  six  years  is  reported  as  follows: 


Number  of 

Amount  of 

Year- 

Cars  Shipned 

"Business 

I919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
192)+ 

2,508 
3,170 
3,530 
■  3.96S 
H,29l 

$1,197,091 
2,970,593 
1,229,H63 

i,6Ui,5U5 
2,^55,736 
1  ^Uo.qos 
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lb.  '  USE  QE  "DOCK  SAi.ES"  AND  "STREET  SALES"  IN  NEW  YORK  REPORTS. 

As  an  explanation  of  the  practice  of  using  the  phrases  "dock  sales" 
and  "street  sales"  in.  the  New  York  wires,  V.  D.  Callanan  has  written  us  as 
follows : 

1lStock  sold  on  the.  dock  is  considered  ordinarily  the  best 
indication  of  the  market,  and  street  sales  very  often  represent  what 
would  usually.be  termed  'jobbing  sales.'    As  a  general  rule,  therefore, 
dock  sales  are  lower  and  do  not  include  the  cost  of  cartage  from  the 
docks  to  the  street  or  other  place  of  business  of  the  buyers.  For 
example:  in  our  quotations  on  apples,  I  endeavor  to  quote  only  actual 
sales  between  8  and  9  o'clock  each  morning  on  Pier  17,  except  when  I 
find  large  stocks  being  sold  through  the  various  receivers'  stores 
along  Washington  Street.    Similarly,  we  quote  only  boxed  apples  sold 
at  private  sale  on-  the  Erie  Railroad,  and  southern  produce  sold  on 
Pier  29  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.    Whenever  I  use  the  heading 
'street  sales,'  I  do  so  in  the  feeling  that  these  sales  should  be  in- 
cluded to  indicate  the  general  market,  because  dock  sales  are  not 
available. 

"It  quite,  often  happens  that  the  variation  is  just  opposite  to 
what  I  have  stated  for  some  reason,  usually  because  of  late  arrivals 
on  the  street  after  the  buyers  have  left  the  dock;  then  street  sales 
may  be  made  at  lower  levels  than  were  obtained  earlier  at  the  piers.. 
This  is  an  exception,  however,  and  I  usually  try  to'  qualify  quotations 
so  as  to  indicate  the  reason  for  lower  prices  on  the  street." 

2b.    COOL  USE  MADE  OF  LOS  ANGELES  REPORTS  ON  CASH'  SALES  . 

A  letter  of  November  1,  from  H.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office, 

tells  of  the  important  "use:  made  of  the  cash-sales  information  obtained  in 

that  territory :- 

"I  thought  you  would  be  interested  in  knowing  of  the  use  that 
is  being  made  of  the  Los  Angeles  f.o.b.  markets.    Several  growers  and' 
shippers  have  contracted  to  .sell  their  tomatoes,  lettuce,  and 
cauliflower  on  the  basis  of  the  f.o.b.  cash  track  and  cash  to  growers 
prices,  as  given  in  our  daily  bulletin. 

"It  has  been  at  times  difficult  to  establish  a  market  for  both 
bases  of  sale,  on  account  of  the  light,  movement  and  the  widely- 
scattered  area  over  which  these  crops  are  grown.    Many  growers  consign 
through  the  shippers  and  many  shippers  sell  on  a  delivered  basis,  so 
that  I  have  had  to  comb  the  country  at  times  to  find  enough  cash  sales 
to  make  a  market.    These  crops  are  grown  from  San  Diego  to  Ventura  or 
in  a  strip  nearly  200  miles  long.    However,  I  have  felt  that  I  should 
make  an  especial  effort  to  justify. this  faith  in  our  market  reports." 

3b.    DOES  THE  WEEKLY  REVIEW  REACH  YOU  PROMPTLY? ,    •  ••• 

Mimeographed  copies  of  the  Weekly  Market -Review  and  Summary  of 
Carlot  Shipments  are  supposed  to  be  mailed  to  all  offices  on  Tuesday  P.M. 
Please  calculate  the  usual  mailing  time  between  Washington  and  your  city, 
and  advise  this  office  if  the  Review  does  not  reach  you  promptly.    On  a 
recent  f.o.b.  report,  wired  on  Thursday  night,  the  Rochester  office 
advised  that  .the  Review  had  not  been  received.  Two  copies  had  been  sent 
that  office  by  different  persons  that  Tuesday,  and  neither  copy  seems  to 
have  reached  Rochester  after  Hg  hours  had  elapsed.    Keep  us  informed  of 
unusual  delays  in  mail  service. 
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kt.     GRiiPEFRUIT  AND  SITUATION  I  IT  FLORIDA. 

VST  -  H.  Hall,  in  a  letter  of  November  5,  gives  the  following  information 
regarding  the  citrus  fruit  situation  in  Florida: 

"Shipments  of  "both  grapefruit  and  oranges  have  shown  material 
increases  during  ...the  past  few  days.    Grapefruit  shipments  reached  131 
cars  on  November  1st,  and  on  November  4th  S6  cars  of  oranges  went  out. 
The  market,  has  been  rather  active,  but  shippers,  anticipating  a 
repetition  of  last  season's  sad  experience,  mutually  agreed  last  week 
to  stop  picking  grapefruit  until  November  10th,  thus  giving  the  ' 
terminal  markets  an  opportunity  to  clean  up.    As  many  of  the  houses 
had. a  considerable  supply  picked,  it  was  supposed  that  there  would  be 
no  appreciable  decrease  in  shipments  for  several  days..  Apparently, 
most  of  the  shippers  are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  cooperate  in  this 
action.    While  no  definite  agreement  has  been  reached,  it  is  believed 
that  something  will  be  done  to  graduate  shipments  after  November  10th. 

"Last  season's  experience  is  a  nightmare  to  the  citrus  people 
here,  and  they  seem  to  realize  that  the  yeer  would  have  been  much 
less  disastrous  had  greater  care  been  exercised  in  grading.  Their 
present  intentions  are  to  offset  the  heavy  production  by  closer  grad- 
ing, but  whether  or  not  this  practice  continues  appreciably  through- 
out the  season  remains  to  be  seen.    From  various  sources  we  hear 
arguments  that  the  Government's  estimate  of  the  Florida  citrus  crop 
is  from  two  to  four  million  boxes  too  high.    Similar  statements  were 
made  last  season,  and  yet  an. analysis  of  production  and  shipment 
figures  indicates  that  production  figures  were  conservative.  There 
is  another  problem  which  perhaps  overshadows  those  enumerated  above, 
.   and  that  is  the  failure  of  so  much  of  the  grapefruit  to  pass  the 
required  acid  test,  which  is  a  ratio  of  1  to  7- 

"I  have  been  feeling  out  the  trade  regarding  the  advisability 
of  quoting  an  f .o.b.  market,  but,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the 
time  is  not  quite  ripe  for  this «    A  number  of  inquiries  about  an 
f.o.b.  market have  come  to  the  Orlando  office;'  so  there  undoubtedly 
is  some  demand  for  the  service.'1 

5b.    SUMMRY  OF  IDAHO  La-IE  POTATO  SEASON .'  ;8V 

A  summary  of  the  IDAHO  LATE  POTATO  DEAL,  Season  of  1923-24,  by 
A.  E.  Prugh,  was  distributed  a  few  days  ago.    The  front  page  carries.an  out- 
line map  of  Idaho,'  with  principal  shipping  points  marked.    This  review  is 
especially -complete ,  comprising 'a  total  of  43  pages.    There  are  16  pages  of 
text  throughout  the  summary,  in  addition  to  numerous  tables-    Mr.  Prugh 
presents  an  interesting  discussion  of  Idaho  potatoes.    One  feature  is  the  re- 
printing of  special,  marketing  articles ,  "which  originally  appeared  as  part  of 
his  daily  reports  at  Idaho  Falls.    There  is  a  table,  showing  the  elevation 
of  various .shipping .points  in  the  State,  and  another  table  relating  to  the 
freight  rates, from  numerous  western  potato  sections  to  leading  city  markets. 
An  especially,  interesting  tabulation  covers  the  weather  conditions  in  Idaho ^ 
for  15  years.    Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  Idaho  in- 
spection service  on  potatoes-,  the  U.  S grades  for  potatoes,  and  a  sample 
inspection  certificate.     Idaho  potato  acreage,  yield  and  production  are  shown 
for  a  period  of  42  years.    Shipment  and  distribution  tables  are  very  complete 
and  brief  descriptions '  are.  given  of  other  western  potato-shipping  sections, 
six  States  in  all. 

E.  W.  STILLWELL, 
'J  Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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**  State  Department  cooperating,  *. Reports  discontinued. 


TSI/PCRARY  ASSIGNMENTS; 
R.  L.  Sutton  and  R.  H.  Lamb  -  in  Chicago  office. 
F.  H.  Scruggs  -  in  Baltimore  office. 
C.  E.  Schultz  -  in  San  Francisco  office. 
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lc.  ,  iiATURlTY'OF'  FLORIDA  GR.~-?EFEUIT .  : 

Because  the  7~to-l  acid  test  for  grapefruit  was  net  found  in  all  in- 
stances..an  accuratO  indication  of  maturity,  -  many  lots  which  were  "below  this 
test  being  satisfactory  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  -  the  following  modifi- 
cations in  instructions  were  sent  to  all  Florida  shipping-point  inspectors  on  | 
November  G. 

The  color  requirement  for  maturity,  which  is  mentioned  here,  should 
govern  the  maturity  statements  made  in  receiving-point  work  as  well:- 

" Commence  passing  as  mature  grapefruit  which  is  full  of  juice,  with 
.Cells  -plump  and  none-  granular,  which  shows  yellow  with  green  tinge  on 
at  least  three-fourths  of  surface  as  it  comes  from  the  tree.    Not  green 
With  yellow  tinge.    This  grapefruit  not  to  be  disqualified  for  U.S.  1 
if  subsequently  gassed  to  full  color, , but  ho  U.S.  1  certificate  to  be 
issued  on  gassed  fruit  which  inspector  has ■ not  seen  before  gassing,  un- 
less it  passes  acid  test.     Continue  to  make  acid  test  on  oranges  as  usual. 

■  (The  following  explanatory  statements  are  tpken  from  the  Florida  News 
Letter):    -Inspectors  should  explain  this  to  each  racking-house  manager,  and 
caution  him  against  putting  any  fruit  in  the  coloring  room  that  he  desires  cer 
tified  as  U.S.  No.  1  or  choice,  on  the  color  basis,  without  first  showing  you 
the  fruit . 

Inspectors  must  look  for  evidence  of  gassing  in  the  grove.     If  you  are 
in  doubt,  or  of  the  opinion  that-  the  fruit-  has-  been  gassed,  you.  should  satisfy 
yourself  by  a  trip  to  the  grove  if  necessary.     If  the  manager  is  not  able  to 
satisfy  you  that  it  is  natural  color,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  the  acid 
test. 

A  few  fruit  in'  a  lot  may  he  found  which  do  not  come  up. to  the  color  re- 
quirements for1  maturity.  $\0n  fruit  that  has  not  been  artificially  colored,  the 
green  fruit  should  be  scored  and  treated  as  a  defect.    Fruit  that  is  not  going 
to  the  coloring  chamber  .should  not  be  scored  on  color  before  it  reaches  the 
bins,  as  many  green  fruit  will  be 'removed  in  grading. 

Grapefruit  meeting  the  color  requirements  should  be  described  under 
"Quality  and  Condition"  as  mature.    Color  should  be  described  as  you  have  been 
doing. 

This  will  no  •:•  doubt  eliminate  most  of  the  acid-testing  work  on  grape- 
fruit, as  managers  will  pick  close  for  color.  ;  .  .  ' 

There  is  no  change  whatever  on  oranges.     Continue  to  make  the  acid  test 
on  oranges,  regardless  of  color. 

Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  see  that  fruit  is  not  changed  on 
you  in  the  coloring  room.    A  very  good  way  to  check  this  is  with  the  blue  cray- 
on, by  running  a  blue  line  from  the  lower  corner. of  the  stack  to  the  opposite 
upper  corner.    Any  change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  boxes  will  be  quickly  noted 
-  *0n  fruit  going  into  the  gassing  chamber,  a  -tolerance  of  10$  may  be  allowed. 

2c.     LITERATURE  BEING  SENT  TO  INSPECTORS. ^ 

With  this  D„L. ,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  booklet, 
entitled:  "Standard  Grading  and  Packing  Rules  of  APPLES  and  PEARS,  adopted  by 
Growers  and  Shippers  of  Eood  River  County,  Oregon,  Season  1024," 

Under,  separate  cover  copies  of  a  large  chart  will  be  nailed  to  all 
offices.     This  chart  is.  distributed  by  the  State  of  .Washington  and  is  entitled: 
"Apple  Grading.  Rules,  Season  19<&. " 

Each  inspector  also  will  receive  surxiaries,  in  chart  form,  of  the  U.S. 
grades  for  Northern-Grown  Onions,  Bermuda  Onions,  and  Potatoes. 
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9-  '^Jacksonville 


1 


0  -  indicates  points  at  which  Federal 
representatives  are  located. 


\  Orlando -e  Vi/ 
\  .  Cocoa-** 


0  -  indicates  a  point  where  the 


inspections  are  super- 
vised "by  a  State  employee. 

1  -  Ocala. 

2  -  EeLand. 

3  -  Leesturg. 

U  -  Haines  City. 

5  -  Lakeland. 

6  -  Avon  Park. 

7  -  Arcadia. 

8  -  Port  Myers . 


Clea 


Bradentovm^Q 


©puocoanut 
Grove 


A  DRESS  LIST  OF  FSPERAL  REPRESENT  AT I  YES :  ~/r'"" 

JACKSONVILLE:  20U  St.  James  Bldg. 

Rohert  Bier 
OBL^HDO:  311  Smith  Bldg. 

Mail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  IBS. 

0.  G.  Strauss 

N.  C.  Farnworth 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr. 

BRADENTQWN;  American  Enterprise  Bldg. 

Mail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  691. 

Ceo.  A.  DeHaven 
CLEARWATER:  Mai!  address  -  P.  0.  Box.JSJi- V3  . 

J.  C.  Townsend,  Jr. 
COCOA:  Mail  address  -  P.  0.  Box  10U6. 

J.  A.  Marks 
OQCOMUT  GROVE; 

C.  H.  BeiiiikGs  Inspector  in  Charge,  should  "be  addressed  at 
137  N.W0  23rd  Street,  Miami,  Fla. 
TlMPj?  ?07  E."  Willing bon-  Stir-Pot  -  3  2  (*  ^f^^~  (^^A  c/fV-* 

Gr.  •  R.  Warren 
TOTTER  HAVEN:  23  Snell  Bank  Bldg. 

F.  E.  Hooper. 

(KEEP  THIS  SHEET  FOR  REFERENCE) 
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Columbus 
Denver 
Detroit 
Fort  Worth 
Harrisburg 
Houston 
Indianapolis ' 
Kansas-  City  : 
Los  Angeles 
Memphis 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
New  Eaven 
New  Or!  pans 
New  York 
Norfolk 
Omaha 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Portland 

Salt  Lake  City 

St.  Louis 

Washington 

Wilkos-Barre 


TOTAL 


1003 


12U6     2909    2899  317 


36     $9725     $937.50  $353 


RECAPITULATION 


TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L,  Pruit  Inspections  l66j 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections. .12^6 
GRAND  TOTAL  c/L  and  L.C.L.  Inspections'  2909 


Inspections  for  Carriers . -317 
Declined  for  lack  tine....  3& 
Total  Pees  Assessed. .. $11, 11 7# 


t  Total  fees  assessed  includes  $92.50  for  Inspections  made  on  Per-Hour  Basis, 
by  the  Norfolk  Office,  . 


NOTE:-  The  1,079  inspections  made  by  New  York  office  during  October 
is:  the  highest  monthly  record  ever  established  in  the  history  of  the  Service. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  VIAE  HIE  CORPS  DURING  OCTOBER,  192U. 


N  Navy ' 
M-Maf ine  . 
Corps 

Efu.it  s  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED  ; 

Fruits 'and" 
Vegetables 
.REJECTED 

'.TOTAL- 

/St  t  a  TiTm  T  rrrv 

QUANTITY 
■  INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
f icat ions 

Items 
oiiied 
-  short- 
weight 

STATIONS  . 

N  M 

N  M 

N  fi 

N  M 

N  V 

BOSTON 

30307S 

4509'' 

0 

34435O  ' 

4509 

121 

.0" 

Q 

i-i  .  _<! 

NEW  YORK 

40071S 

91066 

13735 

2896 

414453 

.  93962'. 

210 

29 

u 

■  0 

NOB! OLE 

0  :. 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

285570 • 

20804 

16707 

1836 

302277 

226UO 

li  f  O 

66 

U. 

0 

SAN  DIilGO 

537442 

82195 

4182 

9S 

541 o24 

82293 

t  r 

100 

979 

0 

0 

9  0Q9rY 

0 

0' 

1  on 

.... 

.  0 

0 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

613487 

0 

13055 

0 

626542 

0 

208 

0' 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

272474 

42558 

12772 

0 

285246 

U2558 

125 

585 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

2684752 

241132 

91643 

4830 

2816395 

245962 

2596 

780 

251 

9 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  EOR  U.  S.  SKIPPING-  BOAPJ) 


NEW  YORK 

43339 

1175 

44514 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

56095 

0  • 

56095 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

109434 

1175  : 

100609 

0 

0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Norfolk  office  inspected  7.375  pounds  of 
fresh,  cured  and  smoked  meats,  cheese  and  fowl  for  the:  Navy; '  no  rejections  or 
"cuts-." 

The  San  Pedro  office,   in  addition  to  the  above,   inspected  other  product 
including  "bread  "butter  and  cheese,  in  the  following  amount sj 

Products  "  '•"  Accepted   i'  ' Rejected  . 

" "  "    "  ~  -  0  lbs  .  ' 

1080  lbs. 
0  lbs* 


Bread  - 
Butter 

Cheese 


10,1-60  lbs* 
16,092  lbs. 


52^_  lbs 


Total  .•-  26,781  lbs.        v      1080  lbs. 

'The  Vallejo  off  ice  aT go' 'inspected  53 ,  2 6l  "pounds  -of  bread 'and  rolls 
for  the  Navy;  no  rejections";  •  •  •  - 

The' New  York  office  also  inspected  products  for  the  United  Stages 
Lines  and  the  Munson  Line    as  follows: 


United  States. .Lines 
Munson  Line 

Total 


Vegetables 
•290,355lbs. 


Frui  ts 


Rejections  '■  Cuts 


111,  27.6  lbs  4,  295  lbs.  125  lbs. 
19,123  lbs;  /    6l21bs.  '  •     0  lb s . 


346,203  lbs,'  "   130,399  1^3   4-,9071bs.    '125  lbs. 
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3c .     EOOD  RIVER  GRADES  FOR  APPLES  AND  PEARS. 

In  connection  with  the  "booklet  on  Hood  River  Apple  and  Pear  Grades, 
■  being  distributed  this  week,  F.  S,  Bailoy,  of  the  Spokane  office,  v/rites  as 
follows : 

"It  is  veil  to  mention  at  this  time  that  the  Oregon  grades  for 
"boxed  apples , published  in  this  book,  are  the  standard  for  the  entire 
State  of  Oregon.    "Thile  these  grades  follow  closely  the  tentative  U.  S. 
"boxed  apple  grades,  worked  up  "by  Mr.  Samson  a  little  over  a  year  ago, 
they  are  not  identical,  there  "being  a  fen  slight  variations  from  the 
grades  proposed  "by  Mr.  Srmson. 

"The  Kood  River  pear  grading  rules,  contained  in  these  booklets, 
are  local  grades  adopted  "by  Hood  River  this  season  and  are  not  identi- 
cal with  the  Oregon  pear  grades,  as  used  at  Medford,  Roseburg  and  other 
points  in  Oregon." 


he.    REPORT  OF  CITRUS  INSPECTIONS 

INjPLORI 

uJl . 

During  the  period  October  3 

to  31, 

the  following 

inspections  of 

citrus 

fruit  were  made  in  the  sections  of 

Florida 

indicated:- 

Grape- 

Liixed 

Section. 

fruit  . 

Oranges 

Citrus . 

Total 

AVON  PARK  

^8 

32 

BRADSNTOwN  

■  7^ 

2 

76 

DADE  COUNTY  (Cocoanut  Grove)  

100 

■  100 

FORT  MYERS  • .  .  

k 

U 

LAF  \NP  

■  3 

k 

LAKE  COUNTY  (Leesburg)  

6 

6 

HAINES  CITY  

1 

10 

ORAivC-:.  COUNTY  (Orlando)  

•  5 

5 

LiARIOH  COUNTY  (Ocala)  

12 

12 

PINELLAS  COUNTY  (Clearwater)  

1 

3 

1 

5 

•  •  3 

2k 

1 

Total  

,  2U5 

52 

6 

303 

F.  G.  ROBB, 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 


OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  returned  from  his  Florida  trip  on  Monday.    While  South,  he 
conferred  with  supervising  inspectors,  State  officials  and  representatives  of 
the  citrus  fruit  industry  at  Jacksonville,  Orlando,  Leesburg,  Winter  Haven  and 
Tampa.     The  main  purpose  of  Mr.  Sherman's  trip  was  to  help  in  arriving  at 
important  decisions  regarding  the  maturity  of  grapefruit.     The  results  of  these 
conferences  are  published  on  page  518  °^  this  D.  L. 

J.  A.  Marks,  who  recently  went  to  Florida  to  assist  in  supervising  the 
shipping-point  inspection  work,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Indian  River 
district,  with  headquarters  at  Cocoa,  on  the  East  Coast.  His  mail  address  is 
P.  O.  Box  10*4-6,  Cocoa,  Fla.  - 
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LIr.  Stillwell  reached  the  Washington  office  last  Friday,  Noveabor  7, 
a  day  earXier  than  expected.  .  He  reports  the  market  ne^s  -rork  progressing 
nicely  in  eastern  market  stations  and  'field  offices. 

i»ir.    Robb  also  returned  from  his  southwestern  trip  last  Monday,  and  on 
Tuesday  gave  his  scheduled  address  at  the  Atlantic  City  convention  of  the 
.wnierican  Penological  Society. 

R.  H.  Lamb,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  office  of  the  News 
Service  since  W.  H.  Hall  went  to  Florida,  is  now  on  two  weeks'  annual  leave 
at  his  home  at  Randolph  Center,  Vermont.    He  expects  to  be  back  in  Chicago  "by 
December  1.     E.  D  .■  Mallison  and  R.  L.  Sutton  are  handling  the  Chicago  market 
reporting  work  in  Mr.  Lamb's  absence. 

In  a  recent  letter  from  Los  Angeles,  J.  W.  Park  advises  that  he  has 
visited  most  of  -the  important  walnut  packing  houses  in  southern  California  and 
has  made  a  study  of  the  inspection  methods  followed  in  that  territory.  During 
the  first  week  of  November,  Mr.  Park  made  a  trip  to  the  walnut  districts  in 
northern  California,  spending  a  day  also  in  Sacramento  and  San  ^rancisco.  In 
cooperation  with  local  representatives,  Mr.  Parfc  hopes  to  be  able  to  submit 
recommendations  for.  standard  grades  for  walnuts  within  a  week  or  two.  • 

J.  H.  Hoover  will  assume  temporary  charge  of  the  St.  Louis  inspection 
office  next  Monday,  November  17,  succeeding  B.  S.  Jones  in  that  position.  L. 
Or.        Peirce  will  remain  in  St.  Louis  to  assist  with  the  inspection  ^ork. 

0.  N.  Harsha  has  recovered  sufficiently  from  his  recent  accident  to 
pernio  his  leaving  Vincennes,  Ind.,  where  he  has  been  on  vacation.    Mr.  Harsha 
will  drive  by  automobile  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  expects  to  reach  there  by 
the  end  of  this  week,    He  will  take  over  the  supervision  of  shipping^point 
inspection  work,  formerly  handled  by  W.  V.  Stephens.    Mr.  Harsha's  Rochester 
address  is  Room  U09,  Triangle  31dg. 

W.  V.  Stephens,  who  was  looking  after  the  inspection  work  at  western 
New  York  shipping  joints, has  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 
Mr..  .Stephens  is  Assistant  Supervising  Inspector  for  the  3astern  District. 

F.  H.  Scruggs  will  leave  this  evening  for  Baltimore,  where  he  will  sub- 
stitute for  W.  3.  Harrison  from  November  17  to  29,  while  the  latter  is  on 

leave .       •     >  :  •  . 

R-.  W.  Davis  returned  on  Tuesday  from  his  recent  trip  to  celery-shipping 
,  sections  of  Michigan  and  New  York.    Frosts  caught  the  Michigan  crop  and  cur- 
tailed shipments  seriously.    Mr.  Davis  is'  endeavoring  to  work  up  specifica- 
tions for  standard  celery  crates.     On  this  trip,  he  visited  a  number  of  our 
branch  offices  and  field  stations. 

..     -  H.  A. ; Spilman  left  on  Tuesday  for  a  short  trip  to  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
where  he  is  attending  the  convention  of  the  Standard  Container  Manufacturers' 
Association.    Special    attention  will  be  given  at  this  meeting  to  specifica- 
tions for  the  six-basket  crate.    Mr.  Spilmair ■~Till  return  to  Washington  today. 
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C.  D.   Shirley  has  reached  San  Antonio,  Texas, and  is  on  a  period  of 
leave  "before  reopening  the  San  Antonio  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  about 
November  20.     The  office  will  be  located  as  formerly  in  the  Chamber  of  Com-, 
merce  Bldg. 

W.  S.  Lewis  returned  from  two  weeks'  leave,  spent  at  his  time  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  has  now  proceeded  to  Hew  York  City,  where  he  will  assist 
with  inspection  work  and  make  investigations  as  to  the  application  of  certain 
grades  for  fruits  and  vegetables. 

Both  the  Detroit  "News"  and  "Free  Press"  for  Sunday,  October  25, 
carried  feature  articles,  relating  to  the  Michigan  grape  industry.  These 
stories  were  well  illustrated,  and  gave  special  attention  to  the  Federal 
agencies  engaged  in  inspection  and  market  news  work  in  the  Michigan  grape  belt. 

G,  W.  Winfrey,  who  has  been  assisting  in  the  Minneapolis  office,  left 
on  November  10  for  New  York  City,  which  will  be  his  headquarters  for  the 
present.     He  will  help  with  inspection  work  in  Hew  York. 

In  a  letter  of  November  1,  S.  H.  Fountain,  at  Vallejo,  Calif.,  advises 
that  his  residence  telephone  number  is  vallejo  133S-J. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  INSPECTORS: 

About  July  10,  inspectors  in  charge  of  branch  offices 
advised  Washington  of  any  changes  in  their  residence  addresses 
and  phone  numbers,  so  that  the  correct  information  might  be 
included  in  the  revised  Inspectors'  Address  List,  which  was 
to  have  been  issued  at  that  time.     The  revised  list  has  not 
yet  been  prepared,  but  it  is  hoped  to  issue  a  new  list  within 
a  short  while.    Will  all  Inspectors ,  in  Charge,  therefore,  wh** 
have  changed  their  residence  or  phone  number  since  July  10, 
please  advise  Mr.  Froehlich  concerning  these  changes?  Any 
who  have  taken  up  residence  at  a  new  station  within  the  last 
three  or  four  months  should  give  special  attention  to  this 
matter,  so  that  the  new  list  may  be  complete. 


'     "  '  "  ■    - lMrito~''STATSS  ;D^AHT:MT  OF  M^IGIJlTURE' 

Biireau  of  $*ri'buL1/ur aT' 33c dnoci c s  '  '  v"' 

Washington,  D.;  :C:  •■"  .• 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER.  VOL.  -5.  10.  U7. 

November  21 :  I92H. 
(Contents  Confidential) 

1  a .    AN  ACHIEVEMENT  IN  STilTOAP.uIZA^IOIT  .  0?  CONTAINERS . 

On  return  from  his  trip  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  H.  A.  Spi loan  'brought 
the  following  report  of  a  no  "cable  achievement  in  the  standardization  of  crates: - 

For  several  years  New  York  lettuce  growers  have  used  three  different 
"sizes  of  -  the  2 -dozen  lettuce  crate.     Still  another  size  was  used  in  Florida. 
As  many  of  the  New  York  crates  are  made  in  the  South,   the  mills  had  to  be  pre- 
pared to "make  .four  sizes  of  lettuce  crates.    Last  spring  the  New  York  Vegetable 
Growers'  Association  appointed  a  committee,  representing  the  1 ettuce -growing 
sections  of  the  State,  to  consider  the  adoption  of  one  standard  crate.  This 
committee  agreed  on  a  crate  measuring       x  iG  x  19  inches  inside. 

Following  this  action,   the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  took  up  the 
matter  with  the  southern -manufacturer  3,-  .asking  them  to  ascertain  the  possibil- 
ity of  securing 'the  adoption  of  the. same  crate  for  Florida  lettuce.    As  a  result, 
growers  from  the  Manatee- -sect ion  presented,,  a  petition  to  the  Standard  Container 
Manufacturers. .Association,,  requesting  that  the  New  York  crate  be  adopted  by 
them  as  their  standard  2-dozen  lettuce  crate.     The  Association  at  their  last 
meeting,  held  November  12,  voled  to  take  such  action.     This  means  the  substi- 
tution of  one  crate  for  the  four  formerly  used, 

2 a .    ONE  MILLION  DOLLARS  PAID  TO  MAINS  POTATO  GROWERS,, 

Twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  was  the  amount  of  the  first  advance  this 
season  to  members  of  the  Maine  Potato  Growers5  Exchange,  Caribou,  Me.,  accord- 
ing, to  information  .obtained  by  our  Division  of  Agricultural  Cooperation.  This 
was  $10  more  than  the  first  advance "last"  year  and  was  sufficient  for  harvest- 
ing the- crop^"  -Approximately.  $1,00.0,000. has- been, distributed.    With  heavy  pro- 
duction, and  a  dull  market,-  the  crop  is  moving  slowly  and  the  warehousing  de- 
partment Is  facing  a  big  problem, '.  due  to  lack  of  information  as  to  how  much 
storage  is  needed. 

Shipments  by  the  Exchange  to  October  11  totaled  1,058  cars,  about  l/lb 
of  that  portion  of  the  crop  which  the  Exchange  controls.    Efforts  are  being 
made  by  the  sales  department  to  secure  wide  distribution,  and  cars  have  gone 
as  far  south  as  Florida  and  as  far  west  as  Cleveland,  Ohio,  only  ll6  cars,  or 
10$,  being  sold  in  Boston,  which  is  usually  considered  the  principal  outlet 
for  Maine  potatoes. 

A  second  small  distribution  was  planned  for  November  15,  after  which 
payments  are  to  be  based  on  actual  deliveries.    A  computation  will  be  made, 
showing  the  proportion  of  his  crop  which  each  member  should  deliver  each  month 
of  the  selling  season.    Each  member  will  be  furnished  with  a  table  giving  this 
information,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  maximum  payment  each  month  he  must 
watch  this  table  and  deliver  his  full  quota  of  potatoes  to  the  association. 

-  Page  525 
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3a.     CALIFORNIA  PEARS  SOLD  BY  ADVERTISING. 

It  is  reported  by  the  management  of  the  California  Pear  Growers' 
Association,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  that  the  192U  advertising  campaign  helped 
materially  in  marketing  -the- output  handled  by  the  Association.     Three  kinds 
of  advertising  were  used'  newspaper  space,  large  posters,  and  store  displays. 
Complete  campaigns,  including  all  three  kinds  of  advertising,  were  conducted 
in  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston.    In  addition,  a 
beginning  was  made  in  the  distribution  of  display  material  to  retail  stores 
in  50  cities,  six  in  New  England,  seven  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  States,  and 
37  in  the  North  Central  States.    About  18,000,000  copies  of  the  newspapers, 
carrying  the  California  pear  advertisements,  were  circulated,  and  60,000 
pieces  of  store  displays  were  distributed. 

In  commenting  upon  the  advertising,  the  president  of  the  Association 
said:  ''We  have  found  it  better  to  run  large  ads.  once  a  week  than  small  ads. 
twice  a  week.    It  costs  less  and  brings  better  results.    We  gauge  the 
attention  by  the  number  of  requests  for  recipe  books." 

Ha.  :'  IN  " CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  NOVEMBER  15: 

Page  310  -  Special  paragraphs  on  potatoes  in  the  weekly  review. 

311  -  Idaho  Lettuce  Prices  Good,  -  by  G.  E.  Prince. 

312  -  Apple  Season  in  Virginia,  -  by  G.  B.  Fiske  and  R.  R.  Pail thorp. 
-  Grapes  in  Western  New  York,  -  by  G.  B.  Fiske. 

320  -  Prices  of  American  Apples  on  British  Markets,  week  ending  Nov. 8 


■  TECHNICAL  EMPLOYEES  cannot  afford  NOT  to  read  every 
:    word  of  the  D.L.  each  week.     It  is  essential  to  your 
fullest  knowledge  and  your  highest  efficiency. 


CLERKS  and  TYPISTS  also  should  read  the  entire  D.L. 
regularly.    It  will  broaden  your  vision,  and  help  you 
to  see  your  job  as  an  important  part  of  the  Service. 
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l"b.     CELERY  VARIETIES  AND.  C QNTAI ITERS . 

Until  two  or  three  years  ago  Golden  Self -Blanching  and  Golden  Heart 
were  the  chief  varieties  of  celery  on  the  market.     It  was  generally  "understood 
that  these  were  only  different  names  for  the  same  variety,  eastern  and  southern 
growers  calling  their  celery  "Golden  Self -Blanching"  and  California  producers 
preferring  the  name  "Golden  Heart."     In  our  celery  market  reports,  the  varie- 
ties have  been  grouped  on  the  above  basis. 

Recently,  however,  several  strains  of  easy  blanching  celery  have  "been 
grown,  .and  in  the  West  some  of  this  has  "been  sold  as  Golden  Heart.     Then,  there 
is  the  so-called  "Green  Top"  celery,  shipped  from  Florida  after  the  Golden 
Self-Blanching  crop  has.  novcd,  and  the  "New  French  Strain,"  w^ich  is  a  strain 
of  the  Golden  Self -Blanching  hut  with  much  more  slender  stems. 

Apparently  celery  is  rarely  sold  "by  varieties,  and,  to  avoid  further 
trouble  between  the  terms  "Golden  Self -Blanching"  and  "Golden  Heart,"  you  may 
omit  in  the  wires  to  Washington  any  reference  to  varieties  except  when  the 
stock  is  definitely  not  one  of  the  two  varieties  just  given.    This  will  be 
embodied  in  the  heading  of  our  celery  bulletins  at  Washington  as  follows: 

•    PTE :     UNLESS  OTHERWISE  STATED.  ALL  QUOTATIONS  ARE  ON  STOCK  OF 
GOOD  MERCHANTABLE  QUALITY  AITD  CONDITION  AND  REFER  TO  THE 
GOLDEN  HEART  OR  GOLDEN  SELF -BLANCHING  TYPE.  SHIPPED  IN  THE  ROUGH. 
The  same  idea  should  be  incorporated  in  the  heading  of  all  bulletins  which  in- 
clude celery  reports.  :  I 

As  California  and  Oregon  both  ship  in  the  same  type  of  container,  and 
; as  other  States  than  New  York  use  the  so-called  New  York  crate,  MAC  can  be  de- 
coded as  simply  "crates,"  MAP  as  "full  crates,"  and  MAJ  as  "two-thirds  crates," 
regardless  of  the  State  from"  which  they  come.     "OREGON  MACAB  VOMIG"  would  then 
be  decoded  "Oregon, crates  $5.00-5.50,"  and  "MICHIGAN  MAPAB  VEXIG"  would  be 
written  "Michigan,  full  crates  $U.00-U.50." 

Do  not  include  washed  celery  in  the  report  to  Washington,  unless  it  was 
washad  at  the  point  of  shipment.     It  will  be  unnecessary  to  include  the  phrase 
"in  the  rough1'  in  the  wires  to  Washington,  as  this  will  be  taken  care  of  by 
.the  heading  given  in  the  third  paragraph  of  this  article. 

2b.    REVIEW  OF  STRAWBERRY  SEASON  IN  NSW  YORK  CITY. 

On  October  31,   the  New  York  office  distributed  a  4-page  summary  of  the 
192U  strawberry  season  in  that  market.    Weekly  carlot  receipts  are  shown  by 
rail  and  boat  for  each  State  of  origin.     The  total  this  season  was  3 , 369  cars, 
An  elaborate  table  shows  for  each  day  of  the  season  the  weather  conditions, 
total  strawberry  receipts,  and  then  the  arrivals  from  each  important  State  and 
prevailing  prices  for  berries  from  that  State.     Total  carlot  shipments  by 
States  of  origin  are  given  for  the  last  eight  years.    A  final  table  presents 
the  I92U  shipments  by  weeks  and  by  States,   showing  the  gradually  increasing 
supply. 

IF  YOU  EVER  RECEIVE  BLANK  (UNPRINTSD)  PAGES  IN  YOUR  COPY  OF  THE  D  -  L  •  , 
PLEASE  ADVISE  THE  WASHINGTON  OFFICE. 
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3b.     FLORIDA  CITRUS  DEAL  77ELL  UffijEB  WAY. 

The  following  information  was  received  from  W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Orlando 
office,  under  date  of  November  15:-  "The  shipping  season  of  "both  oranges  and 
grapefruit  is  getting  well  under  way,  and  it  is  expected  that,  within  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks,  heavy  shipments  will  go  forward  to  take  care  of  the  Ghrist- 
mas  holiday  trade.     Oranges  are  running  very  heavily  to  small  sizes,  250' s 
and  smaller,  with  many  324' s.     The  175 1 s  and  larger  are  scarce  and  cringing  a 
good  premium  over  the  small  sizes.     The  market  has  been  declining  steadily, 
particularly  on  the  small  sizes,  and  a  point  has  been  reached  where  some  of 
the  shippers  doubt  the  advisability  of  continuing  shipments  of  anything  smal- 
ler than  288' s,  and  even  this  is  a  doubtful  size. 

"Through  an  agreement  by  the  principal  shippers  to  discontinue  ship- 
ments of  grapefruit  from  October  31  until  November  10,  the  market  was  tempo- 
rarily, steadied,  as  shipments  fell  off  more  than  50£.  However,   since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  agreement,  daily  shipments  have  again  passed  the  100-car  mark, 
and  this  seems  to  be  generally  considered  the  danger  point;  and  yet,  to  move 
the  estimated  crop,   it  will  mean  that  a  daily  movement  of  100  cars  or  more 
will  be  required. 

"On  Thursday  evening,  Nov.  13,   I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Fruitman's 
Club,  held  at  Winter  Haven,  and  approximately  80$  of  the  Florida  citrus  ton- 
nage was  represented.     It  is  a  splendid  working  organization  and  undoubtedly 
is  accomplishing  a  great  deal,  but.it  seems  that  there  are  some  large  dealers 
and  growers  outside  the  Club.  Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  line  up  the 
outsiders,  and,  if  this  is  accomplished,   it  would  seem  that  the  citrus  people 
will  be  in  a  position  to  cope  with  problems  which  heretofore  have  been  largely 
or  wholly  uncontrollable.    At  this  meeting*  one  of  the  large  shippers  criti- 
cized the  Government's  shipment  figures,  but,  after  an  explanation  as  to  the 
means  and  methods  -  by  which  these  statistics  are  obtained,  it  was  practically 
the  unanimous  opinion  among  the  50  members  present  that  they  should  accept 
the  Government  figures  as  the  only  authentic  source  of  information. 

"In  an  attempt -to  escape  or  at  least  lessen. the  serious  market  condi-  - 
tions  confronting  the  orange  shippers,  the  Club  voted  to  confine  future  ship- 
ments, insofar  as  it  is  possible-,  to  the  following  sizes:     Not  to  exceed  10& 
250' s,  not  to  exceed  x$  288' s,  and  nothing  smaller  than  288  ls.     It  Is  believed 
that  ,  if  this  agreement  is  fairly-well  lived-up-to,  the  shipments  will  be 
held  far  below  what  they  would  be  if .all  sizes .were  shipped. " 

4b.    .SPECIAL  REVIEW  OF  CALIFORNIA  GRAPE  HEAL. 

On  November  14,  the  last  day  the  Fresno  field  station  was  operated, 
C.  E.  Schultz.  issued  an  excellent  six-page  review  of  the  California  grape 
season  to  mid-November.     Three  of  the  pages  .are  devoted  largely  to  text  and 
the  remainder. to  statistical  tables.  -  Art  out-line  map  of  California  is  included, 
the  State  being  divided  into  the  three  shipping  districts  for  grapes,  and  the 
number  of  -cars  forwarded  this  season.aod:  last'  year  indicated  for  each  district; 
The  paragraph  headings  of  this  review,  which  are  given  below,  show  the  general 
contents  of  the  report:   "Season  Starts  Early."  "Grape  Crop  Estimates  Now  Ap- 
proximate the  September  1  Forecast."    . "Shi oments- Heavier  Than  Expected."  "No 
Car  Shortage  This  Year.11  "Quality  Better  Than  Last  Year.  "-" Growers  Benefited 
by  Speculation  This  Season."    "Higher  Prices  Offset  by  Reduced  Yields." 
"Heavy  Movement  of  Raisin  Varieties  Fresh."  "Black  Juice  Grape  Growers  Gen- 
erally Realize  Good  Returns."     "Premium  for  Alicantes  Reduced."     "Fall  Rain 
Damage  Most  Serious  in  Northern  District."  "Transportation  Costs." 
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5b.    ADDITIONAL.  PUBLICITY  FOR  LuS  MMS  REPORTS 

The  Los  Angeles- office,  has. -started  a.  special  monthly  statistical  report, 
incorporating  many  of  the  data  formerly  published  in  connection  with  the 
daily  "bulletins.    The  first  issue  contains  a  tabulation  of  carlot  shipments 
of  3Q  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the- month  of  September  this  year  and  last, 
showing  the  movement  of  each  product  from  the  respective  States  of  California., 
Arizona  and  Nevada.    October  unloads  of  a  dozen  products  in  Los  Angeles  are 
given  "by  States  of  origin,  and  there  is  a  table  showing  the  October  JO 
holdings  of  apples,  onions  and  potatoes  in  California  storage  houses.  The 
reverse  side  of  the  sheet  gives  November  1  crop  estimates  "by  principal  States 
for.  the  fruits  and- Vegetables  of  most  interest  in  California. 

A  feature  article  in  the  "Los  Angele's  Sunday  Times"  for  November  9  is 
based  very  Largely  on  Mr';  Harris1  recent  summary  of  the "California  tomato 
season.-    It  is-  an  illustrated  story,  entitled  "Growing  arid  Marketing  Fall 
Tomatoes  in. Southern  California.11    The' rotogravure  section  of  that  paper 
also  included  a  lot  of  interesting  pictures  of  tomato  fields  and  packing 
houses...'..   :r"  •  i^v  ■  -----  -  -  '  _  -  .         ":'-'a-?y  .  - 

A  special  Truck  Crop  Report,  issued  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Live 
Stock  Estimates  on  November  15,  contains  .a  half-page  on  California  lettuce 
by  H.  A.  Ha.rris.    Acreage  figures  a.re  given  for  the  important  lettuce 
sections  outside  Imperial  Valley.  * 

6b.    TRUCK  CROP  REPORT..,-  - 

The  Truck"  Crop  Report ,  mentiorcd  in  the- preceding  paragraph,  also 
includes  data  on  Arizona  lettuce,  and. crop  notes- on  cabbage,  beans,  celery, 
lettuce,  spinach  and  kale  in  the  southeastern  States  from  Virginia  to 
Florida. 

-  7b.    GARLIC  BE  I  Mr  IMPORTED  PROM  ISCHURIA. 

In  a  letter-    of  November  11,  C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office, 
tells  of  the  imported  garlic  being  received  in  that  market: 

'*The  first  cargo  of  Manchurian  garlic  was  received  here  on  November 
8.    There  Were  approximately  two  carloads  in  the  shipment.    This  is  the  first 
garlic  imported  into  San  Francisco  since  1920.     Importers  are  asking  5^  Ver 
pound,  duty  paid,  which  is  considerably  lower  than  the  California  product. 
The  California  garlic  is  practically  cleaned  up.    The  crop  this  yea.r  was 
considerably  less  than  in  former  years,  and  growers  are  holding  their  re- 
maining supplies  at  lU^-15^  per  pound. 

"¥ith -the  wide  difference  in 'price  between  the  California,  and  oriental 
;garlic*  buyers  are  -reluctant  to  take  hold  of  any  of  the  imported  stock,  due 
primarily  -  to  the'  fact  that  there  Is  £  considerable,  amount  lost  in  this  pro- 
duct.   At  the  time  of  arrival  the  quality 'is  very  "good,  but  evidently  the  ■ 
Change  in  climatic  conditions  ha:s 'a  tendency  toward  evaporation  and,  after 
being  held  for  several  months,  the  weight  will  decrease  as  much  as  ^0f0.  with- 
out the  garlic  going  into  any  decay  whatever." 


-  IT  PAYS  TO  KEEP  INFORMED ■     READ  THE  DIVISION  LETTER.  - 
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8b «  .  SPECIAL  -BELEASE  OH  'iMl  YOEZ  'CSLEHY "  SPr,UAfdlOr. '  ?  :"  :7.  .' ~ 

On  November-  17,  A.  .E.  Pragh,  of  the.  Rochester  office,  distributed 
to  his  nailing  list  a  two-page  mimeographed  rel-ease-  on' the  celery  situation 
in  western  New  York.-    It  is  a  very  complete  report  on  this  year's  crop  and 
shipments,  combined  with  a,  historical  review  of  New  York  celery.  References 
also  are  made  to-  the  California  celery  prospects  and  ta  the  outlook  in- 
Florida.    Parts  of  this  article  will  appear  in  ".Crops-,  and  Markets." 

9b .    CELERY  SITUATION  IN  .CALIFORNIA .,  -       :    :  ■•  J 

Hep  lying  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Rochester-  office,: W»  A.  Harris,  at 
Los  Angeles,  wired  as  follows:    "Southern' California  celery- not  seriously 
affected  by  drought-,    Acreage  slightly  larger- than,  last  year.  Shipments' 
will  depend  on  market,  as  . stock  can  be  held  several  months.    Northern  ■ 
celery  generally  in  good  .con4itionj  except^  a  few  "fields,  showing  black 
rot  where  water  was  withheld  on  account  river  low. and  salty  froin  ocean. 
Peak' movement  expected  between  middle  a£d  last  of  this  month;  probably 
will  reach  60.  cars  daily."  ■  r  v*~;  '.  - . 

10b.     STOBAGE  HOLDINGS  IN-  CALIFORNIA.  .  '  L  '-   ,  ,      -  \  -       ,-.  .  ' 

"In  "a  recent  statistical  report,  H.%  A.-  Harris,  included  the  following 
figures  on  storage  holdings  in  California :- 

Product.                  Oct.  30,  132k.  Oct.  1^,..192U.  ■  - '  -  Oct.  30;  1923- 

.  Apples,  (boxes). .  —         1 , 2 57 s  SO-5    ''  -■'     ?38,W  1,531,189 

Onions  ( sacks.) ,             -127 , 2$k  ■ -  •  1 VkWfij'^                ;  311,555 

Potatoes  .(sacks)  v      ^HSl  •     52,057'    -;    -r-  ■  ■■   iH,  567 

lib .    CHANCE  ON  "NA-I^E"   (ONIONS)  PAGE  OF  CODE.  i Effective  November  2g ) 

On  the  "NA-NE"   (Onions)  page  of  the  code ,  cross  out  the  meaning  "20-qt. 

lug  boxes"  for  NEK  and  add  the  following:  .  ..  '  - 

V  'NEK       1^-  inch  minimum  - 

This  is  to  .  take  care  of  the  .  situation  in  New".  York  State  and  other 

places, "where  onions  are. being. sold. on  the  basis  of  l\  -inch  minimum  size,  only, 

without  reference,  to  the  other  specifications  of-  the  U.S.  grades .  1 

12b .    SUMMB.T  OF  WESTERN  POTATO  DEALS .-  " 

During  the  past  week,  John  D.  Snow's  summary  of  WESTERN  POTATO.  DEALS, 
Season  1923-24,  has  been- distributed.    This  •  is.  a-.  39-page  report,  and  covers 
the  potato  deals  of  western  ..Nebraska',  the  San  "Luis.- Valley  of  Colorado,  and 
the  Sreeley  district.'  Elaborate  tables  are -included  of  potato  production, 
shipments  by  stations  in  the  two  States,  shipments  by  States,  f .o.b .  prices , 
prices  to  jobbers.,  destinations-,  unloads  in  principal  markets ,  .etc.  Special 
attention  is  given  to  the  .shipping-point  inspection  service,  the  seed  potato 
situation  in  Nebraska ,  and  there  is  a  .table  of ; freight  rates  from:  western 
potato-shipping  points,         .»  ..    .         -  . ;  -  \. 

E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

~  —  -  •  -•  -  -       -   •     • --  •'       Specialist'  in  Market  News. 
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1 

STATIONS  j 

Mai  1 
List 

In 

Charge, 

.Reports  : 

First 
Bulletins 

Prohahly 
Will  Close 

PRES  QJE  I S  hsL ,  ME  .  • 

842 

H. 

E . 

Rutland 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

••; 12  • 

.Apr. 

1. 

Greenlaw  Block 

-  .  _-, 

-  -  - 

SPOKAiH. ,   vi ASH  . 

54/ 

G- . 

E. 

Prince  : 

Apples.. 

Sept.. 

-  :'  .  . 

Mar. 

424  Federal  Bldg. 

(Mrs 

.L.B. Gerry'." 

after  Dec;-  1) 

"   r.  - 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

837 

E. 

Prugh' 

Pears* 

Sept. 

15  ' 

Nov . 

1*  ' 

413  Triangle  Bldg. 

Celery- 

Sept . 

15  ■ 

Jan. 

10 

Apples 

S  ep  t . 

18 

Apr. 

1 

- .     -  . . 

Cabbage 

Sept . 

18 

Mar. 

1: 

Onions 

Sept . 

18 

Feh. 

28 

Peaches* 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

13* 

™  • 

- '  •■ 
. . 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

'29 

Apr. 

1  . 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

894 

H. 

Mosier 

Potatoes ' 

Sept . 

18 

Apr.' 

w 

Court  House 

118 

•i .  .■ 

T  T"\  A  TT  A      T71  ATT  O             T  T~N  A  TT  /™\ 

IDAHO  FAiiiS ,  IDAHO 

c'Wtr 

-84p 

G 

.  D 

.Clark" 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

22 

Apr. 

30 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

-  ■ 

. .  - 

ORLANDO,  FLA.** 

920 

W 

•.  H 

..  Hall 

Citrus 

Oct . 

21 

Apr . 

15 

311  Smith  Bldg. 

.Fruit 

Mail:  P.OBox  188 

GRAND  RAPIDS  ,  MICH .  ** 

895 

R 

.  H 

. ' Shoemaker 

Potatoes 

Nov. 

3 

Apr . 

30 

419  Federal  Bldg. 

Apples*  ' 

3 

Nov . 

11* 

Mail:  P.O.Box  S3 

Onions 

Hoy  - 

3 

Jan. 

31 

**  State  Department  cooperating.  _    *  Reports  discontinued. 

TE^QRARY-  AS&IG^E&TS":  —  •    -'■  :     .;  • 
R.  L.  Sutton  and  R.  H.'  Lamh  -•  irr  -G hi cags  office.'  •  ' 
F.  H.  Scruggs  -  in  Baltimore  office. 
C.  E.  Schultz  -  in  Los  Angeles  office. 
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lc.     "FAIRLY  SMOOTH"  FOR  "SMOOTH"  g  NO.  i  CITRUS  GRADES . 

Mr.  Conklin  explained  at  recent  conferences  that  the  Florida  Citrus 
Exchange  No.  1  grades  provided  that  fruit  should  he  "fairly  smooth."  U.S. 
grades  said  "smooth."    The  interpretation  of  the  term  "smooth"  as  applied  at 
shipping  point,  however,  had  the  same  meaning  as  the  term  "fairly  smooth"  used 
"by  the  Exchange.     In  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstandings,  it  has  "been  de- 
cided to  change  our  Federal  No.  1  citrus  grades  to  correspond  more  nearly  with 
our  actual  practice  in  making  inspections.    All  No.  1  citrus  grades,  therefore, 
should  be  changed  to  read  "fairly  smooth"  instead  of  "smooth."    Note  carefully 
that  this  applies  only  to  the  No.  1  grades. 
■2c .     CERTIFICATION  OF  WEIGHTS ■ 

Complaint  has  "been  received  from  a  California  shipper  that  one  of  our 
receiving-point  inspectors  certified  as  actual  weight  the  guaranteed  net  weight 
as  shown  on  the  label.    The  shipper  claims  that  the  packages  actually  con- 
tained three  or  four  pounds  more  than  the  guaranteed  minimum  and  stated  that 
the  receiver  complained  of  shortweight,  citing  the  receiving-point  certificate 
as  evidence.    Net  weight  in  packages  should  never  he  mentioned  on  the  cer- 
tificate except  as  a  quotation  of  the  label  or  marking,  under  PRODUCTS  INr 
SPEC TED  AND  DISTINGUISHING-  MARKS,  or  in  case  specific  request  has  been  made 
to  show  the  net  weight  of  the  packages.     In  the  latter  case,  actual  weights 
must  he  taken  and  average  can  he  reported  under  CONDITION  OF  PACK,    The  net 
weight,  as  marked  on  the  package,  should  never  "be  referred  to  except  as  a 
quotation  of  the  label  or  other  marks  on  the  container. 

3c.    WORM  DAMAGE  IN  PEANUTS. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Ramsey,  B.P.I.  Pathologist  located  in  Chicago,  presents  the 
following  results  of  his  investigations  concerning  worm  damage  in  peanuts: - 

"In  peanut  inspections  at  the  Chicago  office,  an  appreciable  damage  due 
to  worms  has  been  observed  in  several  cars.    Some  worms  and  eggs  were  evident 
at  time  of  inspection,  but  greatest  damage  occurs  in  the  stored  samples. 
About  12  samples  in  this  office  were  so  badly  worm-eaten  and  so  full  of  worms 
and  moths  that  it'  became  necessary  to  discaxd  the  samples  before  the  60  days 
were  up. 

"The  worms  present  are  the  larvae  of  the  Mediterranean  Flour  Moth.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  destructive  insects  which  infests  stored  flour,  bran,  and 
numerous  cereal  foods.    So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find  out,  this  insect 
has  not  been  reported  as  infesting  peanuts,  but  it  apparently  finds  them  very 
good  food.    The  worms  are  white  in  color  and  are  about  one-half  inch  long. 
Fine  black  dots  and  scattering  hairs  covering  the  body  of  the  worm  are  char- 
acteristic of  this  species.    These  worms  not  only  cause  damage  by  eating  the 
products  but  also  by  spinning  quantities  of  silk  which  mats  the  materials 
together,  thus  making  them  worthless. 

"The  moth  stage  of  this  insect  is  dull  gray  in  color  and  expands  about 
one  inch.  Hundreds  of  these  i;.oths  hatched  out  in  our  stored  samples  of  pea- 
nuts.   Breeding  goes  on  continuously  in  ordinary  situations." 


LETTERS  FROM  INSPECTORS  AT  SHIPPING  POINTS ,  TELLING  OF  CONDITIONS  IN 
THEIR  PRODUCING  SECTIONS ,  ARE  ESPECIALLY  GOOD  FOR  THE  D.L. 
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kc.    T7EEKLY  -NEI7S  LETTER'  FOR  ■.COLORADO  INSPECTORS...      •  t,     ■  . 

From  the  office  of  E»  F»  MeXune,  325  Capitol  Bldg. ,,- Denver,  a  type- 
written Weekly  Hews  Letter  is  again  "being  issued,  this  season- to^D-istrict  •.- 
Supervisors  and  Inspectors  in  Charge.    .Vol.  2,  -Uo.  1,  was-.da-te.d  November  15*-- 

■  This  year,  the  Standardization  and  Inspection- Service  in ,,. Colorado 
has  three  District  Supervisors  .(Messrs.  Cauble,  Sanborn, -and  Dyer);  four  . 
Inspectors  in  Charge;  nine  inspectors  on  a  salary  "basis,  and  six  inspectors 
on  a  fee  "basis.    About  1U5  ha^.mp^^.iA^p^tp(^:iojp^^^B. .^.ffe f^jMMS  Nov- 
ember 9>  and  th.e  total  this  season  to  date  .is--6, 335,  cars;,-v  or*  1:  IOC;. mere  than  ... 
to  the  same  time  last  year-*  .Largest  increases  are  in  the  Delta  and  Moxrbe,     ....  , 
Vista  districts.    The  following  paragraphs- are  taken  from. .the  Colorado 
Weekly  Hessrs  Letter-.    •  .  .     r  •■ 

5c.    LETTUCE  INSPECTIONS  IN  CQJJ.Q^DQ>- ■■"    '. /    "  -'.--■ 

The  head  let.tuce  inspections,  which  promised  to  keep  the  Colorado  . 
staff  busy  last  spring,  'failed  .to.  materialize  to  any  great  extent.  About 
356  cars  were  inspected.    This  work  was  widely-scattered  and,  as, a  result., 
lettuce  inspections  were  made  at  a  loss  in  all  districts. 

6c.    POTATO  SITUATION  IN  THE  . GREELEY  DISTRICT.- .;  ;;.  •  :.  •;'  ..      -     ■  ■ 

The  -potatoes  in  the' Greeley  district,  due  .to  late  rains,  have  developed 
an  unusually  large  amount  of  growth  cracks  and  follow  hearts.    These  blemishes 
are  causing  the  inspectors  in  that  district  a  grea.t  deal  of  trouble.    In  some 
cases,  as  high  as  Uo^  of  the  potatoes  have  been  found  to  contain  specimens 
affected  with  hollow  heart.  •  ;  -  -  :'"-..•    ^  .  -  .  -.  -•  -     -  - ..-  v. 

7c .    ROCKY  FORD  CANTALOUPE  INSPECTIONS -  ...  k       .  .:  .. 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  who  supervised  the  cantaloupe  inspection  work  in  the 
Rocky  Ford-  district  thi s  .season , 1  recently  reported  as  follow s : 

"The  season  opened  with::. the  shipping  of  the  first  car  of  cantaloupes  ...  -; 
on  August  19,:  and.  closed' :wi:th:  the:  Issuing,  of-  the;  last,  certif  icate  on  October  .. 
29«    The  deal  proved  quite  successful.    Federal,  inspection- was  loyally  : 
supported  this  season  and  will  likely  be  requested  another  year.    The  quality 
of  the  cantaloupes  shipped'  was;  the  .best  in"  many  years'  and;  will  go  far  toward 
putting  Colorado  -back,  on  the  map  (as  of.  old),  as  the:  home  of.  good  cantaloupes...  . 
In  spite  of  very  poor  market  conditions  and  adverse  weather  in  the  last,     ..  .  , 
the  crop  still  sold  at  a  profit,  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  melons 
were  of  such  fine  quality.    Total  number  .of  cars,  inspected  for  the  .season 
was  3»1T2."    Further  details  were  given  in  out  Division  Letter  for.  November 
7,  page  510. 

2c.  :  REVISED  GRADES  FOR  .CITRUS  FRUITS*.       j      ivp'e?     ;     •  ■'-  ■  '  ]  '■ 

■  With  this  Diyisjon  Letter,  , all  inspectors  -will,  receive  copies  of  the 
revised  U.  S.  Grades  for  Citrus.-, Fruits  (Florida)...  .These,  supersede  , the  ,, 
grades  distributed  some  time. ago,         [   ,■:,':  •   ;       -    .  .•-         ...  ..  . 

F.  G.  RGEB,  i     -  ]■]    ••"--.  :.- 

Specialist  in  Inspection* 
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OFFICE  NOTES: 

Messrs .  Sherman,  Robb  and  Pat  ton  left  oh  Wednesday  night  for  St.  Louis 
where  they  held  a  conference  today  with  representatives  of- leading  railroads 
entering  that  city#i  r  These,  carriers  are  considering  a  much  larger  use  of  the  ' 
Federal  Inspection  Service  in  St.  Louis,,  and  effort  will  he  made  to  reach  an 
agreement  in  the,  matter  at  this  meeting.    The  Washington  representatives  all 
expect  to  "be  hack  at  their  desks  "by  Monday  morning. 

Leaving  Washington  next  Tuesday  afternoon,  Mr.  Samson  will  proceed  to 
Sacramento ,  Calif ^stopping  for:  perhaps -a  day  -en  route  at  Chicago.  Mr. 
Samson  early. in  December- will  attend  "an  important  conference  of  California 
fruit  growers  at  Sacramento,  representing  this  Department  in  suggestions 
which  may  "be  made  for  a  possible  revision  of  the  State  apple-grading  law.  On 
this  trip  he  will  visit  hranch  offices  and  field  stations  in  California  and  the 
Northwest  particularly, . conferring  with  standardization  men  and  supervising 
inspectors  at  principal  shipping  points.    Conferences  also  will  he  held  with 
State  officials  and  with  growers,  shippers,  and  members  of  the  trade.  Mr. 
Samson  may  not  return  to  Washington  until  December  20. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  Mr.  Stillwell  will  he  on©  of  the  Bureau's 

representatives  at  the  annual  meeting  of  State  Marketing  Officials,  to  "be 

held  in  Chicago  the  first  week  of  December.  Members  of  the  Chicago  staff  also 
may  attend  some  of  these  sessions. 

After  closing  the  Fresno  field  stationof  the  Market  News  Service, 
C,  E.  Schultz  proceeded  to  the  San  Francisco  office,  arriving  there  on  Tuesday, 
A  few  days  will  be  spent  at  San  Francisco  and  Sacramento,  and-  then  Mr. 
Schultz  will  make  the  Los-  Angeles  office  Ms  headquarters  for  several  weeks. 

Offices  especially  interested  in  the  distribution  of  apples  will  find 
valuable  material  in  the  mimeographed  report  on  "Mar gins  and  Costs  in  the 
Marketing  of  Washi  ngt on  Apples,  1922-23  ,''  recently  issued  by  the  Cost  of 
Marketing  Division  in  this  Bureau. 

The  Portland  office  is  now  issuing  a  special  potato  market  report, 
including  destinations  of  all  shipments  from  the  southern  Washington  and 
western  Oregon  territory. 

The  furlough  of  Mrs.  D.  S.  Ireland,  head  clerk  of  the  Portland  office, 
has  been  extended  until  January. 

G.  S.  Prince,  who  has  been  i-n  charge  of  the  news  service  on  apples  at 
Spokane ,  Wash.;,  probably  will  leave  the  Northwest  about  December  1,  and  report 
for  further  duty  in  the  East,  after  taking  a  period  of  leave.    En  route  to 
Washington,  Mr.  Prince  will  stop  at  Chicago-" a  few  days.    The  remaining 
field  work  on  the  checking  of  apple  f .o.b.  reports  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
will  be  handled  by  inspectors  at  leading  shipping  points,    Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry, 
who  is  permanently  in' the  Spokane  office,  will  succeed  Mr.  Prince  in  general 
charge  of  the  market  news.  work. 

F.  J.  Baehler  has  now  reached  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  assumed  his  duties 
as  Federal  Supervisor  of  standardization  and  inspection  work  in  that  State. 
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3.  E.  Shaffer  went  to  New  York  City  on  Tuesday,  where  he  will  assist 
for  a  while  with  local  inspections,  investigating  at  the  same  time  some  of 
the  standardization  and  grading  problems. 

Another  training  cla.ss  of  seven  men  was  started  last  Monday  at  the 
Experiment  Station,  Orlando,  Fla.     Including  the  Supervising  Inspectors, 
there  are  already  about  9^  inspectors  engaged  in  the  Florida  shipping-point 
work. 

N.  C.  Farnworth  drove  up  to  Sanford,  Fla.,  the  early  part  of  this  week 
to  look  after  the  vegetable  inspection  prospects  in  that  section.    It  is  ex- 
pected that  work  will  be  started  at  Sanford  in  the  near  future. 

L.  M.  Rhodes,  Commissioner  of  the  Florida.  State  Marketing  Bureau,  and 
Robert  Bier  both  went  from  ^Jacksonville  to  Oriando  on  Monday,  for  an  important 
meeting  with  representatives  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange.    0.  G-.  Strauss, 
in  addition  to  these  two  men,  also  went  to  Tampa  for  further  conferences  with 
the  Exchange. 

An  interesting  conference  of  Supervising  Inspectors  was  held  in  the 
Orlando  office  last  Sunday.    It  is  probable  that  similar  meetings  will  be 
arranged  during  the  shipping  season  in  Florida. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Rose,  of  B.  P.  I.,  was  at  Orlando  and  other  important  points 
last  week,  conferring  with  Federal  and  State  officials  regarding  certain 
phases  of  the  Florida  citrus  fruit  industry. 

On  account  of  the  illness  of  W,  F.  Plummer,  the  New  Haven  inspection 
work  is  being  handled  for  the  present  by  W.  E.  Lewis,  who  went  from  New  York 
City  to  New  Haven  for  this  purpose. 

¥,  D.  Googe,  in  charge  of  the  Fort  Worth  market  reporting  work,  will 
be  on  leave  from  November  2k  to  29,  during  which  period  M.  C.  Gregory,  the 
local  inspector,  will  handle  Mr.  Geoge's  duties. 

Two  exceptionally  illuminating  articles  will  be  found  on  page  ~$\2. 
of  "Crops  and  Markets"  for  November  15,    These  stories  give  some  of  the  out- 
standing results  of  G.  3.  Fiske's  recent  investigational  trips  to  Virginia 
and  western  New  York.    F.  &  V.  employees  will  do  well  to  read  "Crops  and 
Markets"  regularly.    Space  does  not  permit  the  printing  of  all  this  excellent 
material  in  both  the  Division  Letter  and  the  other  paper;  so  please  observe 
the  weekly  index  to  "Crops  and  Markets"  articles,  which  appear  in  each  D.  L. 

Thursday,  November  27,  is  THANKSGIVING  DAY,    and  will  be  observed 
as  a  holiday  in  all  offices.     It  is  likely  that  no  Division  Letter  will  be 
issued  next  week.     In  that  event,  the  next  Letter  will  be  dated  December  5« 


The  Tampa  address  of  G.  R.  Warren  has  been  changed  from  707  E.  Wash- 
ington Street  to  336  Hyde  Park  Avenue,  fjgnpa ,  Fla.  Please  make  this  change 
on  the  Florida-map  insert  sheet  in  last  week's  D.L. 


i 


  UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT '  OT £<Ml  CULTURE  " 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  r 

Washington,  D .  C-         '  ,     ..   ;      ..;  .- 

•Trait  and  Vegetable  Div.  •    Issued  ovary  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER.  VOL.  5.  HO.  Ug". 

December  5,  19.2U...     ,.  .  :« 

:  (Contents  Confidential)  •  - 


NO  DIVISION  LETTER  WAS  ISSUED. FOR  NOVEMBER  28 . 


la.    -STANDARDIZATION  WORK  €-R0WS:  STEADILY  IN  IEP0RTA1TCE. 

Standardization  of  farm  product's  is  rapidly  attaining  national  and 
international  importance.'  'Federal  grades  are  now  available  for  30  kinds  of 
fruits  and  vegetables,  "  one  or  more  of  which  grades  have  been  adopted  by  25 
States -for  use  in  intrastate  as  well  as  in  interstate  commerce. 

The  standardization  program  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  was  started  in  1915>  with  the  establishment  of  a  telegraphic  market 
news  service  covering  most  of  the  leading  consuming  markets  in  the  country. 
Federal  grades  were  prepared  for  Bermuda  onions  and  potatoes,  use  of  the  lat- 
ter being  made  compulsory  by  the  Food  Administration.     The  value  of  the  po- 
tato grades  was  found  to  be  such  that,  with  the  termination  of  the  Food  Admin- 
istration, the  trade  continued  the  voluntary  use  of  the  grades,  and  it  is  es- 
timated that  at  least  80$  of  the  total  shipments  of  potatoes  in  the  United 
States  are  now  quoted  on  the  basis  of  the  Federal  grades.  .    .  ;•  -  - 

Further  stimulus  was  given  the  standardization  program  when  the  Food 
Products  Inspection  Service  was  started  in  1917*    This  service  provided  for 
Federal  inspection  of  shipments  at  receiving  points,  when  such  inspection 
should  be  requested  by  any  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  shipments.  By 
1921,  Federal  grades  had  been  recommended  for  13  different  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, and  had  been  widely  adopted  by  the  States. 

The  following  year  the  inspection  service  was  extended  to  shipping 
points,  and  a  tremendous  demand  developed  for  additional  standards  for  fruits 
and  vegetables.    The  grades  are  now  being  recognized  abroad,  as  evidenced  by 
the  trade  preference  given  American  products  that  have  been  officially  in- 
spected and  for  which  inspection  certificates  as  to  quality  aid  condition 
have  been  issued. 

2a.    IN"  CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  NOVEMBER  22:         ...  -  '"/"  .  .,  •'  , 
Page  326  -  Special  paragraphs  on  apples,  in  the  'we,ekly. review. 

327  -  More  Potomac  Valley  Apples  Stored.  .  (based  on "review  by. 

F.  H.  Scruggs)  .  . 

32S  -  Wisconsin  Potatoes  Harvested,  -  by  W.  H.  Mosier. 
-  Idaho  Apples  Nearly  Shipped/  -  by.G.  E.  Prince. 
^  -  Oregon  Celery  Profitable,  -  by  R".  X .  Ringer. 
336  -  Prices  of 'American '"Apples "in  British  Markets,,  week  ending 
Nov.  15. 

3a.     IN  "CROPS  AND  MARKETS"  FOR  NOVEMBER  29:  .  ' 

Page  3^  -  Special  paragraphs  on  carrots  in  the  weekly  review.  . 
3^3  -  Idaho  Potato .Movement  Active,  -  by  G.D.  Clark. 
'   3>L&-  ~  Celery  in  Western  New  York,  -  by  A.  E.  Prugh. 

£age'  7?ls-    ■  •  352'  -  Prices  of  American  Apples  in  British  Markets.,  week  ending  11/22 


53g-  Division  IMter,.;Becember,  5,-  I92V.  "  _  

.    NOVEmjEgig  SUPPLEMENT  TO  "CROPS  MB  SHEETS  • " 

On  the  front  cover  of  the  November  Supplement,  it  should  he  noticed 
that .  the  final  crop  reports  for  the  year  will  he  released  at  k  P.M.,  Tuesday, 
December  l6 .     In  addition  to  the  usual  crop  reports  and  tables  of  farm  prices, 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  material:  - 

General  Review  of  Crop  Yields  and  Quality  of  Crops . 
Southern  Cabbage  Crop  of  the  Spring  of  1325 . 
Comments  on  this  year's  potato  crop.  / 
Comments  on  the  apple,  pear  and  peanut  crops. 
Carload  Shipments  of  Citrus  Fruits  for  September,  192H,  etc. 
Cold  Storage  Report  for  November  1  on  apples,  pears,  onions,  - 

.frozen  and  preserved  fruits- 
Record-Breaking  Grape  Shipments .  (a  review,  of  the  grape  season, 

with  tables  showing  shipments,  f.o.b.-  prices  and  city  prices) 
Carload  Shipments  by  States  of  Origin  during  September,  etc. 
Review  of  World  Agriculture. 

Exports  for  the  period  July  to  September,  1923  and  192^,  of 

fresh  and  dried  apples,  prunes,  apricots  and  raisins. 
The  Price  Situation,  with  table  of  index  numbers . 

5a.    SPECIAL  BULLETIN  Oil  POTATOES. 

The  Bureau  of  Railway  Economics ,-  Transportation  Bldg . ,  Washington,  D.  C, 
issued  under  date  of  October,  132k t  special  Bulletin  No.  5  on  "Potatoes ."  It 
is  a  statistical  study  of  prices  in  relation  to  transportation  costs.  The 
entire  study  aims  to  prove-  "that  prices  paid  to  producer,  wholesaler,  and  re- 
tailer show  a  marked  fluctuation  for  the  various • kinds  and  grades,  although 
the  freight  rates  remained  unchanged." 

Many  of  the  data  are  taken  from  crops  reports,,  shipment  reports,  and 
market  information  gathered  by  our  own  Bureau.    On  the  front  of  the  bulletin 
is  a  diagram  showing  the  .sources  of  potatoes  unloaded  in  Chicago  during  1923 • 
Frequent  excerpts  are  presented  from  Farmers'  Bulletin  1317,  "Marketing 
Main-Crop  Potatoes,"  and  from -Farmers '  Bulletins  753,  1050,  and  106k.  General 
headings  in  the  report  are:  "Potato  Production  by  States."  "Prices  Paid 
Producer  for  White  Potatoes."  "Wholesale  Prices  at  New  York  and  Chicago." 
"Retail  Prices."     "Freight  Rates  to  Representative  Consuming  Markets." 
"Unloads  of  Potatoes  in  31  Cities  by  States  of  Origin." 

The  prices  to  producers  were  obtained  by  railroad  agents  at  37  points 
of  origin  in  Maine,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota, 
North  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Idaho  and  Washington.    Retail  prices  were 
secured  by  railroad  agents  in  32  leading  cities  and  cover  more  than  3>000 
retail  stores.    No  attempt  has  been  made  in  this  office  to  check  the  accuracy 
of  the  figures  or  the  truth  of  the  conclusions,  but  it  is  noticed  that  the 
general  period  covered  by  the  price  information  extends  from  October,  1923,  t0 
September,  192U,  and  therefore  includes  parts  of  two  seasons.     This  makes 
the  spread  of  prices  (or  high  and  low  prices)  somewhat  different  than  if  the 
data  were  restricted  to  one  season. 

6a.     NEW  YORK  AND  PENNSYLVANIA- COOPERATE  IN  POTATO  INSPECTIONS  . 

Cooperative  arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  potatoes  at  certain 
shipping  points  close  to  the  border  line  between  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
have  been  made  by  the  New  York  State  Bureau  of  Markets,  Albany,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Markets,  Harrisburg.    By  such  arrangements,  the  most 
economical  use  of  field  forces  can  be  made  for  both  Bureaus,  and  it  is  now 
possible  to  reach  some  stations  where  the  service  otherwise  could  not  buffered- 
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7a.     TRUCK  CROP  SITUATION  W  SOUTH  "TEXAS. 

Under  date  of  December  1,  J.  Austen  Hunter,  of  the  Texas  Radio-Market 
News  Service,  released  the  following; information  on  Texas  truck  crops: 

;  "TKe  Texas  winter  vegetable  movement  is  starting  early  this  year,  ship-  ■ 
ments  of -cabbage,  beets  and  carrots,  spinach  and  tomatoes  at  present  rolling 

■Tin  straight  and  mixed  cars,  along  with  a  brisk  movement  of  grapefruit  and 
•a  somewhat  light  wind-up  of  sweet  potatoes.   .To  November  26,  a  total  of  11 
cars  of  fall'  tomatoes ,  three  of  spinacih,  SO.  of  sweet  potatoes,  five  of 
cabbage,  23  of  mixed  vegetables ,  and  59  of  grapefruit  had  been  shipped  to 
market.  "  This'  movement" may  be  considered  quite  remarkable,  for,  to  the  same 
clme  a  year  ago,  there -had  been  no  shipments  of  either  mixed  vegetables  or 
cabbage,  only  six  cars  of  grapefruit  had  been  rolled  and  -four  of  tomatoes, 
and  the  spinach  season  was  so  dormant  that  carlot  shipments  were  not  attempted 
until' around  December ' 6. 

■Cabbage-:    The  outlook  for  the  cabbage  deal  this  year  is  strictly  a 
gambler's  one,  and-  only  future  developments  will  reveal  whether  the  23/3  in- 
crease in  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  plantings'  was,  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
or  not.    Considering  poor  seed  germination,  it  is  altogether  possible  that 
the  forecasted  5,700  acres  nay  be  reduced.     If  that  many  acres  materialize , 
it  would  be  the  greatest  .Valley  acreage  since  1322,  when  the  record  plantings 
of  12,900  acres  were  harvested  but  marketed  at  very  low  prices.  This 
season's  increases  have  been  made  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a.  repetition 
of  the  sevei*e:  weather  of  a  year  :ago,  which  cut  back  the  crop  in  Florida  and 
the  Carolinas  and  gave  "Texas  an  open  door  to  the  green  cabbage  market. 
Should  this  break  not  favor  Texas  this ;.  .seas  on,  the  deal  will  not  be  in  a 
very  strong  -position »-.f or .,.JlpridA..alpne^l^s  a  %2$  larger  cabbage  acreage  and 
it  is  .likely  that  normal  crops  will  be  started"  in  the  Carolinas,.  Alabama:*, 
and  Mississippi.    In  the  late  or  main-crop  cabbage  deals,  New  York's  hop 
increase  is  to|be  considered,  offset  in  part  by  lighter  production • in- ■ 
Wisconsin.  "  I  j 

Spinach:    Mrst  rollings  of  spinach  this  year , nearly ; three  weeks 
ahead  of  normal,  probably  a„re  prophetic  of  what  may  be  expected -this  season. 
Although  first,  ca.rs  were  reported  from  the  Crystal  City  neighborhood  of  the 
Winter  Garden  district ,:  greatly :  increased  plantings  are  understood  to  have 
been  made  in  the  Lower  Valley,  and  this  crop  should  he  available  early  for 
market.    The  remarkable.,  prices  of  a  year:  ago  probably  will  tend  to  increase 
the  spinach  acreage.    Weather  conditions.,  however,  are  already  having  their 
influence  against  any  expansion  of  the  acreage,  droughty"  conditions  at 
Austin,  in  particular,  so  holding  back  the  crop  that  little  or  nothing  is 
visible  to  indicate  the  plantings  made  nearly  a  month  ago.    A  few  hundred 
acres  are  now  being,  put .  to.  the.  pump  in  this  section,  _  Early  advice  from 
Virginia  indicates  an  increase  of  something  like  1,000  acres  of  spinach  there. 
Movement  so  far,  however,  is'  running  about  100  cars'. less"  than  to  the 
corresponding  time  in  1923  o    The  eight  States  Shipping  at  present  ha.ve  rolled 
a  total  78O  cars,  compared  with  967  a  year. ago. 

■  ■    Small  Vegetables:      There  is  everything- to.  indicate  a  good  supply  of 
beans,  beets,  carrots  and  other  small  vegetables  from  the  Lower  Rio  Grande 
Valley,  for  seed  houses  report  their  stocks  well  cleaned  up  and  experiences  of 
the  pas  t  few  years  •  have  -shown- •  the  mixed-  e  a-r  bus  ine  s  s ..  a*  -profitable  one .    Re  - 
porting  competing  States  .advise. -of  .either  flood  damage .  t c  early,  vegetable 
plantings  or  poor  yields.    As  the  season  has'  been  most  favorable  in  Texas, 

it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  tonnage  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future.    Last  year  the  Lower  Valley  had  a  total  of  2,030  acres  of  carrots 
and  1,730  acres  of  beets.    Bean  plantings  in  Cameron  County  were  between 
1,500  and  1,700  acres;  lettuce  in  this  sectirn  caller1  for  6^0  acres  and 
white  potatoes  3,000  acres.. 
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l"b .     ITST7  APFL5  CODE  ^  ■■IJG":"-  " S  ~.  ~  IggD^ 

Copies  of  t:ie  revised  apple  code  page  are  "be in?  mailed  with  this  D.  L. 
to  all  market  and  field  offices.     If  you  need  additional  sheets,  they  will  "be 
supplied  on  request.    Destroy  the  old  pages  immediately,  and  substitute  the 
new  ones  in  all  code  "books.    The  new  page  will  he  effective  December  15 • 

In  the  revised  sheet,  varietal  spelling  is  generally  in  accordance  with 
trade  usage.    A  few  varieties  have  been  added  and  one  or  two  dropped. 

The  original  code  sjinbols  have  "been  retained  so  far  as  possible.  This 
has  beer  carried  to  the  extent  of  placing  certain  varieties,   such  as  Spy, 
Transparent,  Wagener,  and  White  Peanaain,  out  of  their  alphabetical  order,  so 
as  to  retain  the  original  code  prefixes.    The  definite  changes  follow:  Black 
Twig  has  been  changed  from  AD  to  AK,  Arkansas  Black  from  AF  to  AD,  Rhode 
Island  Greening  from  SB  to  L7,  Pall  Pippin  from  AV  to  AT,  Fameuse  from  IS  to 
AV,  Oldenburg  from  AS  to  IF  and  Ortley  from  IF  to  IG. 

Notice  also  the  spoiling  of  "Bellf lower , "  and  the  "u"  instead  of  "e" 
in  last  syllable  of  11  Spitz  enburg. " 


2b.  RECORD  OP  SERVICES  C VZR  LEASED  WIRE  DURING  NOVEMBER.  lqgU. 
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7k 

1 

IS 
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Including  St.  Paul.     **  NOTE;  Not  included  in  total  figure  for  services. 


The  record  for  November  shows  a  decided  improvement  over  October. 

TEE  LIST  OF  TEMPORARY  FIELD1  STATIONS  OF  THE  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE  IS  NOT 
PUBLISHED  IN  THIS  D.L.,  BECAUSE  NO  CHANGES  HAVE  BEEN  MADS  IN  LIST. 
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3b.     CHANGES  QM  LETTUCE  PAGE  OF  CODE  •   (EFFECTIVE  DEC  11) 
On  "kU"  (Lettuce)  page  of  the  code,  change 

MCi1    California  crates  to  read 

ivIUF  Crates 

and  MUG    New  York  crates  to  read 

i.iUG    2-dozen  crates 

Several  States  other  than  California  and  New  York  use  the  crates  which 
we  have  been  describing  as  California  and  New  York  crates,  and  some  confusion 
has  resulted  in  the  writing  of  our  lettuce  reports.     Hereafter,'  it  will  be 
sufficient,  for  example,  to  write,  "Oregon,  crates  Iceberg-type"  for  the 
large-sized- western  crates,  instead  of  "Oregon,  California  crates  Iceberg-type 

Ub.     LETTUCE  PROSPECTS  IN  TEE'  IMPERIAL  VALLEY • 

H.  A.  Harris,  in  a  letter  of  November  18  from  Los  Angeles,  wrote  as 
follows  regarding  the  Imperial  Valley  lettuce  situation: - 

"I  have  been  waiting  for  some  time  for  an  authoritative  estiESite 
on  the  lettuce  acreage  in  the  Imperial  Valley,  but  everything  is  guess- 
work yet.    Estimates  range  all  the  way  from  IS, 000  to  22,000  acres, 
with  planting  yet  under  way.    However,  it  is  doubtful  if  there  are 
more  than  18,000  acres  planted,  and  the  usual  losses  by  worms  and 
-birds  probably  will  cut  the  effective  acreage  to  16,000. 

"First  shipments  are  expected  to  move  between  the  5th  and  10th 
of  December,  but  the  movement  will  be  light  until  the  middle  of 
January  and  heavy  shipments  likely  will  come  in  March.    While  most  of 
the  crop  was  planted  late,  growing  conditions  are  said  to  have  been 
very  favorable.     The  early  acreages  that  will  be  shipped  by  Jan.  15th 
are  small  and  scattered,  as  they  were  planted  at  the  time  of  the 
greatest  water  shortage.    Several  growers,  were  able  to  plant  early 
lettuce  by  concentrating- all  the  water  they  could  draw  for  two  or  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  a  five  or  ten  acre  patch." 

5b.     PACKAGES  NO  LONGER  TO  BE  RETURNED  TO  CALIFORNIA  SHIPPERS. 

Similar  to  the  action  that  was  taken  by  Philadelphia  dealers  some  time 
ago,  the  following  letter    of  November  29,  from  Mr.  Harris,  tolls  of  a  recent 
decision  on  the  part  of  Los  Angeles  dealers  not  to  return  packages  to  shippers 
"Beginning  December  1,  the  car lot  receivers  and  jobbers  in 
this  market  have  agreed  -  with  two  exceptions  -  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  returning  the  boxes  to  the  shipper.     Two  firms,  who  did 
not  enter  into  this  agreement,  admit  that  they  may  not  be  able  to  con- 
tinue the  old  practice  of  selling  the  various  commodities  on  9.  net  basis, 
but  are  going  to  try  it  out  at  any  rate . 

"It  has  always  been  the  custom  in  Los  Angeles  to  sell  most- 
commodities  on  a  net  basis,  making  a  charge  for  the  box  or  lug  and 
refunding  upon  its  return.     The  exceptions  to  this  rule  have  been 
Northwestern  packed  apples,  asparagus,  packed  citrus  fruits,  and  a 
few  other  items  of  similar  nature.     The  position  of  the  trade  is 
that  the  handling  of  these  boxes  represents  a  considerable  item  in 
their  cost  of  operation  and  they  are  determined  to  sell  all  commodities 
at  a  price  which  will  include  the  cost  of  the  package." 
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6b.    -DISCUSSIONS  AT  mill  EXHIBIT  117  CALIFQ5I7B. . 

C.  J.  Hansen,  of  -  the  San  Francisco  office,  sent  the  following  report 
of  a  Fruit  Exhibit  at: -E erkeley,  Calif.  C.  E»  Schultz  happened  to  "be  in  San 
Francisco  at  that  tine,  ' and  accompanied-. Mr.  Hansen  to  some  of  these  meetings: 

"Mr.  Schultz  and '  I  attended  the  Fifth  Annual  Fruit  Exhibit  of  the 
College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  California,  held  in  Berkeley, 
November  17  to  22.  ■  On  November  20  a- .paper  submitted  by  Dr.  E.  C  Taylor  on 
'Forecasting  Fruit  Production'  was  read  "by  Prof.  H.  E>  Srdnan,    In  the 
evening  of  that  sane  date,  a  debate  was  held  on  the  f^o.b.  auction  system, 
with  Lc  K.  Snail,  President  of  the  Growers  &  Shippers  Auction  Company,  Los 
Angeles,  on  the  affirmative,  and  Wilmer  Sieg,  Manager  of  the  California 
Fruit  Distributors,  on  the  negative".  ;  A  discussion  was  then  given  on  the 
subject  "by  F-.  33.  Nell is  and  E.  'E.  Knapp.    Th*  work  which  our  Dureau  is  doing 
and  the  figures  which  we  published  were  xised  throughout  "this  discussion. 

"A  debate  also  was  held  on  'The  Clearing  House  idea  in  Fruit  Dis- 
tribution, ?  with  Prof.  Erdaan  speaking  on  its  possibilities  and  0.  W. 
Schleussner  on  its  limitations.    A- later  discussion  on  this  subject'  was 
given  "by  F.  W.  Head.    The  "basis  for  this  discussion  was  the  Imperial  WLley 
cantaloupe  deal."  . 

7 "b .    PBSSQ.U5  "ISLE  EULLETII7S  GA5LY  BATHES  FOIECASTS  . 

During  the  period  just  "before  the  freezing-  weather  of  November  17, 
the  daily  market  reports  at  the  Pre sque  Isle  station  carried  the  weather  .* 
forecast  for  the  next  US  hours.    These  forecasts  were  "received  each  morn- 
ing "by  telegraph,  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Eost on  office. 

Dealers  in  the  Aroostook  section  claim  that  this  service  probably 
saved  them  thousands  of  dollars  when  the  freeze ,  cane*.    Although  it  was  rather 
late  in  the  season,  some  shippers  were,  still  taking  chances  arid  shipping  in 
ordinary- lined  cars  without  heat,'  and. ..in-  similar  equipment .    When' the  cold 
wave  was  reported  coming,  this -practice  ceased,  entirely,  and,  for' two  full 
days  "before  the  freeze,  all  who  Relieved •  in_  the  forecast's7' were  shipping  in 
heated  cars,  and  were  arranging'  to-  protect  unheated  cars  in  transit.  ■ 

Although  the  damage  to  stock  in  transit  was  heavy,  dealers-  state  that 
it  likely  would  have  been  much  '-greater  had,  not  -the  approaching  ccld  been 
called  .directly  to  their  at- tent, ic?i  cy.  the.  market  reports  ^    People  in  Aroostook 
County  have  been  free  in  their  expressions  of  tlianlcs"  for  this  warning,  and 
they  give  much  credit  to  the  "blanket  17 ewsr.  Service  for  this  effort  to  protect 
them  from  loss-. 

Since  general  attention  has  been  given  to  protect  shipments  from  cold 
and  the  customary  prcee&':2£ff -.  for  winter  shipments  has  been  adopted,  these 
weather  forecasts  have  been  discontinued* 

8b .    ADPITIONAIi  Sl»MHARY .  gF  JJMf)-  -TMll 

FLOP. IDA  CELEPlT  E34S0E,  r ,    192*4.   is  the  title  of  a  new  summary 

prepared  "by  F.-  H.  Scruggs  and  distributed  the  past  week.    This  l^page  report,  | 
in  addition  to  the  usual  field  summary  features,  includes  a  tabulation  of 
daily  celery  shipments  from  Florida  during  the  1323  and  the  1Q2U  seasons. 
Another  table  shows  the  daily  f .o.b.  prices  and  general  narkct  conditions 
in  the  Sanford  section*    Monthly  shipments  are  given  for  the  season  on  the 
basis  of  shipping  stations  and  counties  in  Florida,  and  the  distribution  is 
listed  by  receiving  points  East  and  West,    Eastern  markets  took  about  3>235 
cars  of  Florida  celery,  and  western  markets  received  1,95^  cars. 
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9b.     USE  OF  DIAGRAMS  IF  THE  WES7LY  REV I EOT.   -  : 

For  the  last  six  weeks, "  the '^asli'ihgt on  issue  of  :  the  Weekly  Market  Re- 
view has  carried  on  the  front  page  a  picture  or  diagram  appropriate  to  the 
text  of  the  leading  .paragraph.-    The  Philadelphia  of fi.cs  fe.el.s;that  these 'charts 
and  pictures  add  enough  interest  to  the  Review  to  warrant • copying  the  diagrams 
onto  the  Philadelphia  stencil .     The  stylus  artist  in  that  office  has'  "been 
making  a  good  job  of  this  copying,  so  that  the  Philadelphia  edition  of  the 
Review  presents  a  very  attractive  appearance.    Mimeographed  copies'  of  the 
Washington  edition  are  received  -from-  the  Office  of  Publications  about '3:30  p.m. 
Tuesday,  and  special  copies  can  be  placed  in  the  h  p.m.  mail  for  any  'eastern 
office  that  may  desire  this  service. 

10b.     SPECIAL  REPORTS  AT  ROCHESTER  OFFICE. 

On  December  1,  A.  E.  Prugh  released  a  special  two-page  review  of- the 
potato  season  in  western  New  York  and  at  other  important  shipping  points.  In 
addition  to  statistical  tables,  there  is  a  full  page  of  interesting' text .  Part 
of  this  material  may  be  published  in  an  early  issue  of  "Crops  and  Markets.1' 

All  of  the  four  daily  reports  and  the  weekly  review  issued  from  the 
Rochester  office  on  Wednesday,  November  26,  doubtless  attracted  unusual  atten- 
tion by  reason  of  the  attractive  heading,  appropriate  to  the  Thanksgiving 
season.    Across  the  top  of  each  sheet  the  word  "THAMKSGIVrNG"  appeared  in  a 
unique  style  of  lettering,  well  drawn  with  a  stylus.    Below  this  at  the  left 
was  a  picture  of  a  live  turkey.     In  the  center  of  the  heading  wa„s  the  usual 
outline  map  of  New  York  Stats,  and  at  the  right  the  tabulation  of  carlot  ship- 
ments of  New  York  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  season  of  1923-2^.    This  en- 
tire special  heading  occupied  only  three  inches  at  the  top  of  each  stencil. 

lib.     MINE  POTATOES  BEING  SKIPPED  TO  EUROPE . 

The  daily  press  of  December  1  carried  an  item  to  the  effect  that  two 
men  had  gone  from  Presque  Isle,  Maine,   to  England  as  agents  for  local  potato 
growers  .and  shippers.     It  is  represented  that  a  shortage  of  potatoes  exists 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  these  agents  will  demonstratd  to  commission  merchants 
there  the  fine  grade  of  Maine  potatoes.     In  this  connection,  the  following 
wire  was  received  yesterday  from  H.S.  Stiles,  of  the  Best on  o^fice:- 

"Maine  cooperatives  have  sent  two  men  to  Europe  to -drum'  up  trade. 
Proposition  uncertain  as  yet,  but  Maine  expects  to  ship  50  cars  a  week  the 
remainder  of  season,  principally  to  England.    One  sample  car -was  shipped  from 
Montreal  and  10  from  Portland  recently.    All  export  business  is  to  be  done 
through  Portland,  none  Boston.     New  England  Freight . Association  is  to  hold  a 
hearing  on  the  submitted  proposal  of  lower  heater . charges  from  Bangor  & 
Aroostook,  Maine  Central  and  Canadian-  Pacific  Railroad  points  to  Portland.,, 

12b.     SWEET  POTATO  PRICES  .ADVANCE  IN  TEXAS. 

After  the  D.L.  for  November  21  had  gone  to  press.,   the  following  tele- 
gram was  received  from  W.  D'.  Googe,  of  the  Fort- Worth  office-:- 

"During  the  past  four  days  demand  for  carlots'  of  sweet  potatoes- 
has  increased  materially  andjprices '  to,  jobbers  from  shippers  have  climbed 
from  $3-$3 .25  per  cwt.  in  sacks  to ' $H.25-$U. 50,  and  from  $1.75-1.85  in 
50^pound  crates  to  mostly  $2.50.    Homegrown  supplies  are  reported  to  be 
about  depleted,  the  few  remaining  selling. freely  at  $3~$H  per  cwt. 
according  to  quality.". 

E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

-    -  -  '  '    .  Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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1c  .    ASSISTANCE  TO       RENDERED  BY  SHIPPING-POINT  ;  SUPERVISORS  . 

Whil e  C  D.  Shirley  was' conduct ing  shipping-point  work  at  St.  Ansgar, 
Iowa,-  protests  from  'receiver's  came  to  several  shippers  for  whom  he  was  in- 
specting;   Mr.  Shirley  immediately  wired  these  receivers  that  the  cars  in 
question  had  "been  inspected  and  found  up.  to  grade;  that  he  was  positive  of 
the  accuracy  of  this  inspection,  "but  -that,  if  the  receiver  wished  to  put 
up.' $12.00,  he  could  secure  reinspection  "by  applying  to  the  nearest  terminal 
market  .ns'pector.        ■  ; 

In  each  instance  the  receiver  acceded  the  lots  in  question  without 
futther  protest,  and  it  is  "believed  that  such  action  on  the  part  of  the 
shipp&sg-point  supervisor  will  he  of  assistance  to. -shippers  in  many  instances. 
This  probably  is  due  to  the  psychological  effect  of  information  coming 
direct  from  the  man  who  made  the  inspection  rather  than  coming  second-hand 
through  a  party  whom  the  receiver  feels  is  naturally  prejudiced.    It  is  - 
suggested  that  all  shipping-point  supervisors  try  this  plan,  whenever  pro- 
tests of  receivers' on'  cars  which  have  "been  inspected  under  their  supervision 
are  called  to  their  attention.  -"  ■  . 

2c.    JONATHAN  SPOT  AWD  -BITTER  FIT.  -  ■ 

Attention  of  the  Washington  office  has  "been  called  to  two"  or  three 
cases  in  which  it  seems'  that-  shipping-point- certificates  covering  north- 
western apples  have- "been  reversed  because- of- Jonathan  Spot  or  Bitter  Pit, 
•It -should  be  remembered  that  these  defects  may  have  developed  after  the 
apples  were  packed  and  should  be  considered  as  factors' of  condition.  These 
defects  should  never  be  counted  against  the  grade  in  making  a  reinspection, 

3c.    COPIES  OF  RSINSFECTIONS  TO  BOTH  FEDERAL  AH)  STATS  SHIPPING-POINT 

SUPERVISORS 

We  have  received  requests  from  a  number  of  State  supervisors  for 
copies  of  reinspection  certificates  on  cars  originally  examined  in  their  res- 
pective States.    Paragraph  11 H,  Part  I,  Inspectors'  Handbook,  directs  that 
copies  of  reinspections  be  sent  to  Federal  men  at  shipping  points.  Please 
make  notation  on  the  margin  of  your  Handbook  to  "Send  also  to  State  Super- 
visor."   We  are  furnishing  a  list  of  the  Federal  and  State  men,  to  whom 
such  copies  'should  be-  sent.     In  California  and  Colorado  the  supervisors  are 
joint  employees,  and  represent  both  the  Federal  and  the  State  Departments. 
One  copy  is  sufficient  in  these  cases.    All  copies-,  for  Federal  supervisors 
in  the  State  of- Washington  should  be  sent  to  F.  E.  Bailey,  at  Spokane,  who 
will  distribute-  them  to '  the  proper  district  supervisors . 

he.    SUPPLYING  COPIES  WHERE  ORIGINAL  HAS  BEEN  LOST-.      ■  ■ 

Occasionally  requests  are  received  for  "second  original  copies" 

because  of  loss  of  the  "first  original . 

There  can  be  only  one  original .    Parties  making  application  for  copies 

to  replace  those  lost  should  be'  given  regular'  copies.    It  is  suggested  that 

the  inspector  in  charge  of  -the  office  receiving  such  requests  paste  on 

the  copies  sent  out  statement's  similar  !to  -the  following:'  -; 

"This  is  a  carbon  copy  (or  true  and  ' c ompar ed  - tjrp ewr i 1 ten-  copy  of  carbon  copy) 

of  certificate   covering  car  ■     -     ',  copy  of  which 

(number)  •     - ':-  (car  number) 

is  in- the  o f f i c ial  f i 1 e  s  of  this  office," 

In  case  the  applicant  desires  a  more  official  statement,  such  copies 
can  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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5c.     CERTIFYING  VARIETY. 

Paragraph  1*2,  Part  II,  Inspectors'  Handbook,  reads; 
"Statement  of  variety  is  made  as  a  means  of  identifying  product  inspected 
and  is  therefore  secondary  in  the  certificate,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
state  quality  and  condition.    For  this  reason,  inspection  should  never  he 
made  for  the  specific  purpose  of  certifying;  as  to  variety." 

It  is  believed  that  this  statement  of  policy  which  has  been  in  effect 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Inspection  Service  should  be  slightly  modified. 
Variety  frequently  has  an  important  bearing  on  quality  of  any  product,  and, 
from  this  standpoint,  variety  may  be  designated  on  the  certificate.  TThile 
our  authority,  therefore.may  be  construed  to'  cover  certification' of  variety, 
there  yet  remains  question  of  the  advisability  of  so  doing:.  Receivers 
frequently  take  advantage  of  a  technicality  of  this  kind  for  the  purpose 
of  rejecting  a  shipment,  when  this  is  not  the  real  reason  for  such  action. 
Furthermore,  it  is  very  difficult  to  certify  variety  with  the  degree  of 
accuracy  which  we  insist  upon  in  the  making  of  other  statements  on  the 
certificate.    As  a  matter  of  general-  policy,   therefore,  our.  practice  of  the 
past  in  this  connection  should  not  be  changed.     If,  however,  cases  arise, 
where  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  inspector's    mind  that  the  variety  is  other 
than  that  called  for  in  the  contract  or"  marked  on  the'  packages,  and  if  he 
feels  that  an  injustice  ha.s  been  done  by  the  substitution,  certification  of 
variety  may  be  made,  even  though  no  other  factors  are  covered  on  the  certifi- 
cate.^ Usually,  it  is  best  to  issue  full  certificates  in  such  cases. 

If  re inspect  ion  is  requested  on  account  oi  variety  and  the  inspector 
finds  the  lot  of  different  variety  than  that  certified  at  shipping  point, 
the  shipping-point  certificate  should  be  "reversed  as  to  variety  but 
sustained  as  to  grade,"  if  the  inspection  shows  the  lot  to  comply  with  the 
grade  specifications. 

6c.    REPORT  REINSPECTIONS  TO -SUPERVISOR  ZiEIOKE  ISSUING  CERTIFICATES. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  handling'  reinspections" and  to  insure 
accuracy  of  statements  on  our  certificates  covering  such  important  procedure, 
it  is  requested  that,   in  the  future,   facts  developed  during  the  reinspection, 
with  suggested  statement  covering  reversal  of  sustention  statement,  be 
reported  briefly  by  wire  to  the  Regional  Suoerviror  and  his  approval  be 
secured  before  the  applicant  is  informed  of  the  results  of  reinspection' 
or  the  reinspection  certificate  is  issued.    This  will  apply  only  to  rein- 
spections for  grade  and  does  not  cover  second  inspections  for. condition 
or  second  inspections  requested  by  the  original 'applicant  for  the  purpose 
of  confirming  the  shipping-point  certificate-. 

Atlanta,  Norfolk,  Tampa,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Pacific  Coast  points 
will  report  such  matters  direct  to  Washington.    Other  offices' will  report 
to  Chicago  or  New  York,  depending  on  location. 

7 c .    WRITING- OF  FRACTIONS  ON  CERTIFICATES '.'  " 

It  sometimes  is  very  difficult  to  read  'fractions  on  carbon  copies  of 
certificates,  when  the  small  fractions  such  as  J,  -J,  and  J/k  are  used.  It 
is  requested,  therefore,  that  fractions  be  written  as  follows:    "2  l/2, 
3  lA, "  etc .    ALL  TYPISTS  please  take  notice.    '  . 
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2c~     MAI  LgMG  SAMPLES  '01  PEAiflJlS  -  -TO-  SUPERa  IS  Ii\:G  INSPECTORS . 

Requests  for  peanut  inspections  recently  have  "been  received  from  two 
points  at  which  the  offices  were  not  equipped  with  screens  and  scales  for 
making  such  inspections.    Samples  were  mailed  to  the  Chicago  office,  where 
the  separation  was  made  and  certificate  issued.     In  such  cases,  the  sample 
should  be  examined  by"  the  inspector  who  draws  it,  and  all  split  kernels  should 
be  separated  and  placed  in  a  large  envelope  or  separate  container  and  sent 
along  with- the' main  portion  of  the  sample.     This  is  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing an  accurate  percentage  of  splits  at  the  time  the  sample  was  drawn. 
If  tne  sample  is  rough-handled  in  mailing,   the  percentage  of  splits  may  be 
?ppreci?Dly  increased  and  the  figures  obtained  in  the  office  which' makes  the 
separation  would  fail  to  represent  conditions  as  they  were  when  the  sample 
was  drawn.     Offices  which  make  inspections  of  samples  received  in  this  way 
should- base_  statement  of  splits  only  on  the  percentage  separated  by  the 
inspector  who  drew  the  sample. 

9c  •    TAKING-  TSI.iP5Rh.TUHRS  . 

We  have  received  complaints  from  several  shippers  that  receiving- 
point  inspections  do  not  show  temperatures  of  the  products  at  the  time  of 
inspection.    The  inspector  mc-y  not  see  any  occasion  for  taking  the  temperature 
of  a  particular  lot  at  the  -time  of  making  inspection,  but  past  experience  has 
brought  to  light  so  many  cases  where  this  point  was  really  of  importance 
that  it  is  thought  best  to  request  the  taking  of  temperatures  of  all  lots 
inspected  during  the  months  when  there  is  any  possibility  of  freezing  injury. 
Temperatures  should  always  be  reported  on  lots  which  are  in  refrigerator  cars 
or  in  cold  storage,  regardless  of  the  season  of  the  year.    Temperatures  of 
the  product  should  be  taken  in  all  other  cases,  where  there  is  decay,  over- 
•ripeness,  or  any  other  unusual  condition. 

10c.     HOLD  PSAMJT  SAkPjgS  ONLY  30  DAYS  . 

We  have  been  advised  by  a  number  of  our  offices  that  no  inquiries 
have  ever  been  received  regarding  peanut  inspections  more  than  30  days  after 
date"  of  inspection.     In  the  future,  therefore,  samples  need  "be  .held  only  30 
days  . 

lie   CERTIFYING  DATS-  BLIGHT  .„ 

Because  of -the.  prevalence  of  late  blight  in  many  of  the  northern  potato- 
growing  sections  this  year,  the  question  of  policy  of  receiving-point 
certification  of  grade  of  lots  affected  with  this  decay  has  come  up.    As  a 
matter  of  general  policy,  we  certify  lots  up  to  grade  "aside  from  decay," 
when  the  defects  exclusive  of  decay  are  within  the  grade  tolerance.  There 
are,  however,  cases  of  short  haul,  when  temperatures  are  such  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  rapid  development  of  a  decay  like  late  blight  and,  in  such 
cases,   the  inspector  may  make  the  flat  statement  that  the  lot  is  not  up  to 
grade,  when  the  defects  are  under  &}o  but  with  the  decay  make  more  than  this 
amount.     This  should  be  done,  however,  only  where  the  inspector  would  be 
willing  to  go  on  the  witness  stand  and  swear  that  the  decay  which  has  been 
counted  against  the  grade  could  not  have  happened  .in  transit . 

12c.    EEATER  CARS.  ■':   ■ '.  ;  ■         ■.  ■ - 


Remember  the  danger  from  carbon  monoxide:  gas  in  heated  cars  .  Read 
paragraphs  l6  and  17,  Inspectors'  Handbook. 
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13c .     CITRUS  INSPECTIONS  IN  HiORirA. 

The  Directors  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  at  a  recent  meeting  voted 
to  discontinue  general  shipping- point  inspections  of  citrus  products  as  an 
Exchange  policy  and  to  permit  each  association  to  use  the  Inspection  Service 
or  not,  as  it  saw  fit.    This  change  went;  into  effect  December  1  and  it  is 
impossible. at  the  present  time  to  give  a  complete  list  of  the  sub- exchanges 
which  will  continue  to  use  the  shipping-point  service.    Mr.  Bier  advises  "by 
wire    that  about  one-third  of  the  local  exchanges  have  asked  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  service.    We  shall  try  to  give  a  list  of  these  sub-exhanges 
in  the  near  future.    In  the  meanwhile,  watch  all  cars  inspected  for  marks  of 
previous  inspection,  and  follow  closely  the  daily  lists  of  cars  inspected. 

lUc.     INSPECTION  v/QRK  BOOMING  IN  COLORADO. 

The  7»000-mark  has  now  "been  passed  in  Colorado  shipping-point  inspec- 
tions, and  it  is  possible  that  S, 000  cars  will  "be  handled  "before  the  holidays. 
During  the  week  ending  November  l6,  320  cars  were  inspected  and  the  following 
week's  total  was  305»  making  the  grand  total  this  season  to  November  23  about 
6,960  cars.    Monthly  totals  this  season  and  last  are  given  "below: 


I923. 

July  Gk  -  92 

August ..  .1,11; &  1,101 


192^  192^ 
September.. .1,71S  3»001 
Oc  tober . . . . .1,9^8  2,lU9 
Total.... >, SkO  6,3^3 


1 5c  .    HOLDING-  HEAD  LETTUCE  IN  STORAGE . 

The  Colorado  Inspection  Service  is  again  conducting  a  series  of  experi- 
ments to  determine  the  length  of  time  which  lettuce  can  "be  held  in  storage 
under  favorable  conditions.    W.  E.  Leigh,  a  graduate  of  the  Colorado  Agri- 
cultural College,  has  "been  assigned  to  the  Denver  office  for  training  "by  the 
U-  S.  Vocational  Training  Board,  and  is  at  present  devoting  a  part  of  his 
time  to  this  research  work  in  the  storage  of  lettuce.    Mr.  Leigh  also  is 
making  a  selection  of  "bean  samples  for  the  State  Director  of  Markets. 

l6c.    COMMODITY  REPORTS  EROM  VARIOUS  PARTS  OE  COLORADO. 

The  mixed  vegetable    shipments  from  around  Denver  are  practically 
completed,  and  only  an  occasional  car  of  root  stuff  is  now  "being  loaded* 

A  considerable  quantity  of  the  cabbage  being  shipped  fron  northern 
Colorado  has  been  exposed  to  severe  freezing  and,  for  that  reason,  it  is  not 
possible  to  grade  such  lots  as  U.  S.  No.  1.    Inspectors  very  often  are  con- 
fronted with  loads  of  cabbage  which  show  from  10$  to  100$  of  heads  actually 
frozen. 

Inspectors  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  district  report  less  freezing  injury 
in  the  potatoes  this  season  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  three  years. 
This. probably  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  more  and  better  storage 
has  been  constructed. 

Jonathans  apples  originating  in  Colorado  for  the  last  six  weeks  have 
shown  a  large  percentage  of  internal  discoloration.    Authorities  seem-  to 
agree  that  the  trouble  is  internal  breakdown,  which  has  occurred  much  earlier 
than  usual  this  season.    Similar  conditions  have  been  reported  from  other 
States. 
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17c.     SEED  POTATO  SHOW  AT  COLORADO  SPRINGS . 

During  the  third  week:  of  November,  the  Pure  Seed  Show  was  held  at 
Colorado  Springs .     It  is  understood  that  E.  if.  i.icKune,  Federal  Supervising 
Inspector,  delivered  an  address  "before  the  potato  growers  of  the  State,  who 
attended  this  year;s  show  in  large  numbers  t    There  were  at  least  %0  exhibits  | 
of  seed  potatoes,  and  the  judge  had  difficulty  in  making  a  decision. 

18c.     SELII-I-IuiTTHLY  REPORT  OP  CITRUS  INSPECTIONS  II?  FLORIDA. 

For  the  period  November  1  to  15,  the  following  inspections  of  Plorida 
citrus  fruit  were  made  in  the  sections  indicated:  :' 

Mixed 


Section. 

Grapefruit. 

Oranges . 

Tange rifles . 

Citrus . 

Total, 

ARCADIA   , 

19 

. .  16 

1 

0 

42 

aycn  pari:   

35 

23 

1 

-  4 

S3 

BRADENTQ7/N  .  .  .  , 

18. 

'  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

PT  TP  AT5*ST  A  rrrcpT?  - 

13 

25 

0 

Up 

DELAND   

3 

:19  . 

2 

1 

25 

PORT  MTEES  , 

.  27 

3 

0 

1 

31 

HAINES  CITY   , 

42 

31 

1 

4 

78 

LAKELAND  ............. 

23 

26 

0 

7 

56 

LEES  BURG  V..*.* 

7 

63 

0 

...Vv  1 

71 

MIAMI   ...V.V 

99 

0^ 

0  « 

0 

99 

OCALA  

2 

29 

0 

1 

32 

ORLANDO   

7 

98 

0 

7 

112 

Ul 

1 

14 

69 

winter  wrm  

69, 

0 

16 

119 

TOTAL,  Nov.  1-15.. 

386 

461 

6 

66 

919 

TOTAL,  Oct.  3-31. . 

.  24_^_ 

52  • 

0  • 

/■ 

b 

303 

Grand  ^otal  

63I 

513 

6 

72 

1,222 

19c.     CITRUS  PRUIT  S-H: 

IPMENTS  LESS  TH 

M  LAST  SEASON. 

An  item  in  the 

Plorida  Weekly 

News  Let 

ter  calls  at 

tent ion  to 

the 

lighter  shipments  of  citrus  this  season.    Up  to  November  2Q  inclusive,  Plorida 
had  shipped  4,263  cars  of  oranges,  compared  with  7 » 550  to  the  corresponding 
time  in  1323.    California  had  shipped  3i5&0:-  cars,  compered  with  3»22b 
during  the  same  period  last  sea.son.    Present  orange  shipments  from  both 
States  a„re  considerably  lighter  than  a  year  ago,    Florida  shipped  33»^^9 
ca.rs  of  oranges  last  -season.    This  year's  crop  is  estimated  at  1,^00,000 
boxes  more  than  last  season1  s,;  which  would  indicate  that  approximately 
32,000  ca.rs  are  yet  to  be  moved  from  that  State. 

Florida's  grapefruit  shipments  to  November  29  totaled  3,93^  cars,  as 
against  5,056  to  the  same  time  last  year.    Total  grapefruit  output  last 
season  was  19,338  cars.    This  ye.r 's  crop  in  Plorida  is  estimated  to  be  about 
600,000  "boxes  heavier  than  the  1923  crop,  so  that  approximately  16,000  cars 
are  still  to  be  market ed0 

Prom  the  above  figures,  it  is  apparent ■ that  heavier  shipments  of  both 
oranges  and  grapefruit  will  be  required,  if  the  crops  are  to  bo  moved  within 
the  usual  shipping  period.    -Florida's  heaviest  output  this  season  was  199 
cars  of  oranges  on  November  29,  wherea.s  on  November  22,1923,  the  total  was 
404  cars  and  for  a  number  of  days  during  the  last  half  of  November • and  the 
first  half  of  December,  1923 ,  shipments  ranged  around  300  cars  daily. 
California's  shipments  also  were  correspondingly  heavy  last  season. 
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20c  .     klSCE^kjj&OrS  gROk  FLO'iJDA . 

-  Meetings  of  supervising  inspectors  in  Florida  were  held  in  the 
following  cities  on  the  dates  named;  Winter  Haven,  Nov-.  17;  Lakeland, 
Nov.  18;  Haines  City,  Nov.  19;  Avon  Park,  Nov.  20;  Arcadia,  Nov.  21,  and 
Orlando,  Nov.  22.    A  thorough  discussion  of  grades  and  general  policies  was 
indulged  in,  and  it  is  planned  to  hold  similar  meetings  from  time  to  time 
thoughout  the  season. 

-  On  account  of  unfavorable  market  conditions,  many  of  the  packing 
houses  recently  were  shut  down  for  several  diys  and  a  few  were  still  closed 
a t  last  report . 

-  The  inspection  training  classes  have  been  discontinued  for  the 
present  at  least.    N.  C.  Farnworth,  Supervising  Inspector  in  charge  of  the 
vegetable  work,  says  that  the  training  of  inspectors  is  not  the  "snap"  it 
may  appear  to  be  to  the  fellow  who  is  on  the  outside  and  looking  in.  He 
reports  informally  that  he  is  "glad  to  get  out  again  in  the  open  and  hear 
•the  birds  sing." 

-  Chase  &  Company  have  announced  their  intention  of  adopting  the  in- 
spection service  in  Florida,  but  the  amount  of  tonnage  that  they  will  want 
handled  has  not  yet  been  definitely  decided. 

-  A  large  grower  of  cucumbers  in  the  Winter  Garden  Section  has  re- 
quested Federal-State  inspection  for  his  entire  crop. 

21c.  -  CORRECTION  IN  BUREAU  BRANCH-OFFICE  DIRECTORY . 

Through  a  clerical  error,  the  names  of  E.  F.  McKune  and  Paul  A.  Cauble 
were  reversed  in  the  November  15  issue  of  the  Branch  Office  Directory. 
Please  change  your  copy,  placing  Mr.  McKune  in  charge  of  Denver  inspection 
office. 

22c-    NEW  ADDRESS  LIST  OF  INSPECTORS  . 

Under  date  of  December  1  there  was  mailed  to  each  inspector  a  copy  of 
■the  revised  address  list .    Notify  the  Washington  office,  if  your  copy  failed 
to  reach  you,  and  please  advise  us  promptly  of  any  errors  or  omissions  in 
the  list,  so  that  corrections  may  be  published  without  delay. 

On  page. h  of  the  list,  you  will  observe  a  new  office  -  TAMPA,  FLA. 
While  Tampa  usually  is  thought  of  a.s  a  shipping-point  inspection  office,  per- 
mission recently  was  given  Mr.  Warren  to  make  terminal  or  receiving-point 
inspections,  there,  also,  and  for  that  reason  Tampa  has  been  included  with  the 
other  receiving-point  inspection  markets. 

23c .   sales  increased  by  better  grading. 

Increased  sales  through  careful  grading  and  the  use  of  branded  sacks 
are.  reported  by  the  Belleville  Cooperative  Potato  iVJarketing  Association,  at 
Belleville,  111.,  one  of  the  locals  of  the  Illinois  Fruit  Exchange .  About 
30  cars  of  Illini    Bluff  Brand  Cobblers  were  shipped  during  August  and 
September,  21  of  which  were-  repeat  orders.    Each  sack  of  potatoes  in  these 
cars  graded  U.  S  .  No.  1  and  was  of  the  standard  weight.     The  potatoes  are 
graded  and  sacked  ;at  a  local  cooperative  grain  elevator  and  expenses  of 
marketing  a.re  estimated  about  3^,  divided  as  follows:  grading  and  loading, 
12^;  dues  to  local  association  3^  J  sacks,  10^  each,  dues  to  the  Illinois 
Fruit  Exchange,  13^-    The  last  item  includes  the  State  Inspector's  charge, 
also  freight  and  sales  service.  .  -  .....  . 
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24c.    VIRGINIA  APPLE  INSPECTION  SERViCE  SFOuS .RESULTS . 


Inspection  plus  extensive  advertising  did  much  this  season  in  plac- 
ing Virginia  apples  permanently  "before  the  eyes  of  the  consuming  public. 
Tive  hundred  growers  contracted  for  the  inspection  of  approximately  4-50,000 
barrels  of  apples,  of  which  more  than  220,000  "barrels  were  actually  in- 
spected.   .Much  of  the  fruit  would  not  pass  the  requirements  for  the  U*  S# 
No.  1  grade  which  was  used  by  the  inspectors,  and  consequently  many  growers 
packed  only  a  portion  of  their  crop  under  inspection.    However,   the  results 
this  year  show  a  decided  increase  over  the  69,000  "barrels  inspected  in  1923, 
and  32,243  barrels  in  1922. 

The  Apple  Inspection  Service,  directed  cooperatively  "by  the  State 
Horticultural  Society,  the  State  Division  of  Markets  and  the  Extension 
Service  of  the  Virginia  Agricultural  College,  was  organized  "by  rings,  ac- 
cording to  county  "boundaries.   .Growers  paid  all  expenses  of  this  work  "by 
means  of  a  charge  not  to  exceed  6<fi  per  "barrel,  plus  1^  for  advertising. 
The  average  cost,  however,  amounted  to  about  4^  per  barrel.    This  money 
paid  fhe  expenses  of  inspection  and  the  printing  of  a  complete  list  of 
growers,  whose  apples  were  being  inspected,   in  five  issues  of  the  New  York 
Packer.    A  small  circular,  giving  the  same  information  and  guaranteeing 
the  dependability  of  these  apples,  also  was  prepared  and  mailed  to  6,000 
dealers  in  cities  of  5»0G0  population  and  over,  in  all  States  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River.    About  S,000  circular  letters  also  were  sent  out, 
giving  information  about  the  progress  of  the  State  Inspection  Service 
and  standardized  packing.     In  addition  to  this  method  of  advertising, 
posters,   stickers  and  cookbook  were  printed  and  distributed,   telling  the 
merits  of  Virginia  apples.    Next  year  the  Inspection  Service  expects  to 
extend  its  advertising  campaign  still  further*    It  is  believed  that  con- 
tracts for  the  inspection  of  1,000,000  barrels  of  apples  may  be  signed  next 
year . 

Results  of  the  inspection  and  advertising  were  quite  gratifying, 
according  to  advice  from  State  authorities.    Some  growers  received  from 
12  "to  50  letters  from  buyers.    As  the  trade  learned  that  inspected  apples 
were  available,  buyers  began  demanding  State  inspection.    One  grower  with 
ten  or  twelve  thousand  barrels,  who  refused  inspection  because  he  felt  he. 
had  an  established  contact'-  with  his  buyer >  found  that  his  apples  were  not 
wanted  since  the  buyer  was  demanding  inspected  fruit «»        E.  Earl  Parsons, 
of  the  Richmond  office,  had  charge  of  the  inspectors  in  this  deal,  and 
he  was  assisted  for  a  while  by  A.  E.  Mercker. 

E.  G.  ROSB,  • 

Specialist,  in  Inspection. 

PEE ICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  attended  the  annual  convention  -of  State  Marketing  Of f So- 
cials in  Chicago  this  week.    He  proceeded  today  to  various  points  in  Michigan, 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  State  officials  about  the  shipping-point  I 
inspection  service  and  to  interview  Civil  -Service  eligibles  in  that  territory. 
On  Monday,  December  g,  Mr.  Sherman  is  scheduled  to  address  a  class  in  economics 
at  Cornell  University,   Ithaeas  N ,. y f ,  on  the  standardization  of  farm  products. 
From  Ithaca,  Mr.  Sherman  probably  will  go  to  Philadelphia,   to  confer  with 
E.  &  V.  Division  representatives  in  that  city. 
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OFFICE  NOTES:  (Continued) 

Mr.  Stillwell  also  was  in  Chicago  the  first  three  days  of  this  week, 
attending  the  State  Marketing  Officials'"  convention.    He  conferred  with 
Market  News  men  in  the  Chicago  office,  while  on  this  trip,  and  returned  to 
Washington  on  Thursday  morning.    Tentative  plans  for  market  news  work  in 
Texas  were  discussed  with  J.  Austen  Hunter.    The  work  will  "be  carried  on 
about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  it  is  hoped  to  extend  certain  features  of 
it  somewhat.    Preliminary  arrangements  were  made  to  send  E.  A.  Hodson, 
Extension  Marketing  Agent,  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  a  weekly  wire  from  Kansas 
City  or  St.  Louis  for  broadcasting  from  Fayetteville. 

R.  H.  Lamb  has  returned  to  the  Chicago  office,  following  his  vacation 
in  Vermont.    E.  D.  Mall i son,  who  assists  with  the  Chicago  market  news  work, 
will  start  his  vacation  this  Saturday,  "being  on  leave  all  of  next  week. 
R.  L.  Sutton  remains  until  mid-December,  to  continue  his  assistance  with  the 
news  service. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  whereby  R.  H.  Lamb  could  attend  sessions 
of  the  Agricultural  Radio  Broadcasting  Conference,  held  in  Chicago  yesterday. 

Jt  is  understood  that  W.  F.  Plummer  is  recovered  from  his  recent  ill- 
ness/has returned  to  duty  in  the  Hew  Haven  office.    W.  E.  Lewis,  who  sub- 
stituted in  that  city  for  the  last  two  weeks,  has  gone  back  to  the  New  York 
office  of  the  Inspection  Service. 

B.  E.  Shaffer  returned  to  the  Washington  office  on  Thursday.  During 
the  period  that  he  assisted  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Shaffer  inspected  a  number 
of  carloads  of  Florida  citrus  fruit  which  had  "been  shipped  by  boat  from 
Jacksonville.    He  reports  that  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  decay  was 
found  in  these  lots*  and  that  the  fruit  carried  unusually  well  by  this 
method  of  transportation.    Each  of  the  "boats  which  arrived  "brought  a  cargo  of 
10  to  15  carloads  of  fruit,-  mainly  oranges.    Florida  also  has  started  ship- 
ments of  grapefruit  to  London. 

Edwin  Smith,  who  sailed  for  Europe  on  November  1  to  make  a  study  of 
foreign  market  outlets,  arrived  in  England"  on  November  8,  after  a  pleasant 
voyage.  He  advised  that  the  weather  was  warm  and  the  trip  without  special 
incident.  Mr.  Smith  can  "be  addressed  in  care  of  Agricultural  Commissioner 
E.  A.  Foley,  at  the  American  Embassy,  London,  England. 

The  Omaha  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  is  again  in  operation.    S.  V. 
Westgate  has  completed  his  extended  field  trips  in  the  interest  of  potato 
inspections  at  Nebraska  shipping  points,  and  has  resumed  charge  of  the  0ms? ha 
work. 

J.  E.  Dickerson  has  completed  his  assignment  as  supervising  inspector 
of  onions  in  northern  Indiana.,  and  is  again  located  in  the  Chicago  office. 

F.  S.  Zimmerman,  who  supervised  shipping-point  inspections  in  Delaware 
for  a  number  of  weeks,  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City  some 
time  ago,  and  should  again  be  addressed  at  this  office. 


OFPICS  TOES:  (Continued) 

]?.  H.  Scruggs  has  returned  from  Baltimore  j  after  having  substituted  for 
W.  E.  Harrison  while  -the1  latter  wc,s  on  vacation.    At  the  end  of  this  week  Mr. 
Scruggs  will' proceed  to  iJew  York  and  assist  with  the  market  reporting  work  in 
that  city,  during  the  absence  of  S.W.  Euasell  on  leave  the  remainder  of  I92U. 

George  E.  Prince  arrived  in  Washington  today,  having  come  from  Spokane, 
Wash. ,  via- -Denver  and  Kansas  City.    Mr.  Prince  will  "be  in  the  Washington  of- 
fice -about-  a  week,  and  then'  go  on  leaVe  at  his  home  in  South  Carolina.    He  has 
been  continuously  on  market  news  work  in  the  far  West  since  August,  1923. 

Leaving  Washington  last  night,  Miss  Grace '.L.  Robinson, . secretary  to  Mr. 
Robb,  will  be  on  vexation  at  her  home  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  until  -  January  3. 

J.  D.  Evers,  whc.has  "be  en 'attending  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Business  Administration,  will  be  reinstated  in  the  Market  lews  project  about 
December  20,   to  handle  the  work  in  the  loston  office  while  H.S.  Stiles  is  on 
10  days1  leave.    Mr.  Evers  formerly  was  in  charge  of  the  Boston  market  news 
office. 

Mr.  Samson  has  reached  California.,  "and  will  confer  with  C.  W.  Hauck,  at 
Fresno,  and  with  J.  W.  -Park,  at  Lcs  Armeies,  before  these  two  men  return  to 
their  headquarters  in  the  Washington  office.    Mr.  .Hauck  has  completed  his 
study  of  the  California  grape  ana  raisin ' industry  and  Mr-  Park  his  study  of 
the  walnut  industry,  and  they  may  be  expected  back  in  Washington  in  the  near 
future. 

W.  L.  Evans  left  last  Sunday  on  a  trip  in  the  interests  of  the  Domestic 
Wool  Section,  which  will  take  him  to  Dayton  and  Toledo,  Ohio,  Detroit,  Mich., 
Jamestown,  N.Y.,  and  3ostcn,  Mass.    One  of  the  pending  causes  against  certain 
Springfield  wool  dealers  wa.s  tried  in  a.  Federal  court  at  Dayton  early  this 
week,  and  word  has  just  been  received  from' Mr.  Evans  that  the  judge  awarded 
the  Government  only  a  nominal  sum.     Immediate  steps  were  taken  in  Cincinnati 
to  appeal  the  decision,  so  that  the  matter  may  come  up  again  .n  a  future  trial. 

H.  T.  DeMott,  auditor  for  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  and  J.  S.  Bohannan, 
of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  also  attended  the  wool  case  in  Dayton  this- week. 
Mr.  DeMott  is  expected  to  return  to  Washington  tonight,  but  Mr.  Bohannan  will 
visit  other  points  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  district  attorneys  re- 
garding additional  excess-profits  cases  that  are  pending. 

Among  those  attending  the  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  State 
Marketing  Officials  were  two  former  employees  of  this  Division,  3.  5.  Jones, 
representing  the  Department  of  Markets  in  Wisconsin,  and  Daxiel  C.  Rogers, 
representing  the  Missouri  State  Marketing  Bureau.    Other  State  officials  who 
were  present  and  with  whom  we  conduct  definite  cooperative  work  on  Inspection 
or  Market  News,  were  J.  Austen  Hunter,  Texas;  W.A,  Munson.  Massachusetts;  H.D. 
Phillips,  Hew  York;  A.  L.  Clark,  Hew  Jersey;  P.  S.  Taylor,  Pennsylvania;  W.  T. 
Derickson,  Delaware;  P.  B.  L-^raoer^er,  Maryland;  J.  ii.  Keek,  Virginia;  G.  P. 
Ross,  North  Carolina;  W.  P.  Hartman.  Michigan,  and  E.  A.  Hodson,  Arkansas. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPART  IvIENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of    Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div .  :  Issued  every  Friday. 

DIVISION  LETTER,  VOL.  5,  'NO  -  U9 
.  December  12,   lgift • 

(Contents  Confidential}" 

la .    Ai/EST  FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUIT  TO  NEW  YORK  BY  BOAT . 

On  December  9,   the  first 'trip  from  Tampa  to  New  York  was  started  by  a 
boat  chartered  by  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange.     The  cargo  consisted  of  7,033 
boxes  of  oranges  and  9,^50  boxes  of  grapefruit,  -  hG  carloads  in  ail .  The 
following  information  on  this  subject  was  published  recently  by  our  Division 
of  Agricultural  Cooperation:-  .  - 

"As  a  means  of  reducing  freight  charges,-- the-Fiorida  Citrus  . 
Exchange  has  established  a  steamship  line,  with  three  ships,  to  carry 
its  fruit  from  Florida  ports  to  cities  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  A 
rate  of  35^  &  tox  has  been  established  fTom  Florida  -to  New  York, 
compared  with  the  railroad  rate  of  $1.65  per  box  from  Tampa  to  New 
York,  and  $1.25  from  Fort  Myers  to  the  same  point.     It  is  expected 
that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  will  be  saved  to  members  whose 
fruit  will  be  shipped  at  about  one-third  of  the  rate  which  will  be 
available  to  nonmembers .      Each  of  the  three  ships  will  make  two 
trips  a  month,  a  total  of  six  sailings  from  Florida  ports  each  month. 
All  three  of  the  steamers  are  fully  equipped  for  carrying  fruit  under 
refrigeration."  * 

2a-    MARKETING  CANADIAN  RUTABAC-AS  ♦ 

The  farmers  in  four  counties  of  Ontario,  Canada,  have  formed  a  cooper- 
ative association  for  marketing  rutabagas  grown  for  shipment,  particularly  to 
the  United  States  for  table  use.   -With  the  assistance  of  the  Ontario 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College,  the  farmers 
started  their  organization  in  May  of  this  year.     Over  1,300  members  have  al- 
ready signed  the  five-year  marketing  agreement,  and  it  is  expected  that  between 
1,500  and  1,600  farmers  will  be  members  by  the  close  of  the  year. 

.   Owing  to  the  limited  area  interested,  the  single-unit  form  of 
organization  was  used.     "The  .rutabagas  are  loaded  directly  from  the  wagon*  to 
the  car,  making  local  warehouses  unnecessary.    Storing  for  winter  and  spring 
shipments  is  provided  on  the  farms .     The  members  around  each  shipping  point 
appoint  a  committee  of  three,  who.  recommend  a  loader  to  the  central  office  and 
assist  in  local  organization  matters.    The  head  office  appoints  a  supervisor 
of  loaders  who  has  direct  charge  of  the  loaders  throughout  the  shipping 
territory." 

.It  is  stated  by  one  of  the  college  officials  who  assisted  in  perfecting 
the  organization,  that  "  as  a  direct  result  of  the  organization's  activities, 
independent  shippers  were  forced  on  November  15  to  increase  the  price  paid  to 
the  growers  from  IQp  per  bushel,  which  had  been  the; ruling  price  for  some 
weeks,   to  15^  and  IJft  per  bushel,  an  average  increase  of  6ft  a  bushel." 

A  man  was  sent  by  the  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture  to  39  markets 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  advising  brokers 
and  merchants  regarding  the  new'  organization  and  the  product  which  it  is 
handling.  •  It  is  reported  that  new  markets  were  opened  up  and  many  new  trade 
connections  made ; furthermore,  that  produce  dealers  in  the  United  States  "are 
well  acquainted  with  the  cooperative  method  of  marketing  farm  products  and 
are  favorably  disposed  toward  cooperative  marketing  efforts  on  sound  lines." 

(Page  553) 
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3a .    ANOTHER  PROOF  OF  TEE  VALUE  OF  SHADING. 

"At  Beaver  Creek,  Oregon,  recently,"  says  C.  E.  Spence,. State. Market  . 
Agent,  "a  farmer  had  iHo  sacks  of  spuds  for  sale.    A  buyer  looked  them  over 
and  offered  what  the  grower  considered  too  low  a  price.    He.  said  there  were 
too  many  small  and  undergrade  potatoes  in  the  pile.  "  The  farmer  refused  the 
price  offered,  and  then  dumped  and  graded  th.:  stock,  taking  out  ko  sacks 
of  culls.    He  then  resacked  them  and  received  a  higher  price  for  the  hundred 
sacks  than  was  offered  originally  for  the  lUo  sacks.  .And. he  had  two  tons  of  . 
stock  feed  that  did  not  cost  him  a  dollar.  :  This  once' more  shows ;what  grading 
will  do.    The  consuming  public  demands  a  standard  pack  and;  the.  farmer,  might 
far  "better  grade  his  products'  than  to  pay  a  heavy  price  for  the 'middleman 
to  do  it  for  him." 

Ha.     TARIFF  HOT    Itff.S^D.    ON.  APPLES  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Various  rumors  and  reports  have  "been  circulated  recently  to  the  effect 
that  considerable  tariff  has  "been  placed  on  United  States  apples  entering 
Great  Britain.    C.  L.  Luedtke,  Specialist  in  Foreign  Marketing  in  this  Bureau, 
has  investigated  these  reports  and  advises  that  "no  changes'  have  been  made  so 
far,  nor  has  any  official  information  been  received  of  any  contemplated 
changes."    Mr.  Luedtke  is "of  the  opinion  that  "this  revival  of  interest  in' 
imperial  preference  quite  naturally  follows  the  election  of  the  new  British 
government  which  came  into  power  recently,  and  which  is  known  to  favor  the 
protective  system  and  the  general  principle  of  imperial  preference.  However, 
Great  Brit&gjn  has  been  .a  free-trade 'country  for  many  years,  and  any  attempt 
to  change  her  policy  will  be  met  with' some  opposition  in "Parliament  and  the 
public  press.    While  no  one  can  say  definitely  just  what  is  going  to  happen, 
I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  business  men  of  this  country  and  the  .... 
whole  world,,  in  fact,,  will  .know.. yjell  in  advance  of  any  change  iri  Great 
Britain's  tariff  policy.  ]  ,   '...'..['.  .,  ' "/  ."-'"... 

5a.     DEVELOPMENTS  "iN  gOKg  GIT  ,STAI33AED  CONTAINERS  . 

The  till  basket  is  the  container  selected. for  the  next  general-  capacity 
test.    H .  A .  Spilman  is  now  engaged  in  collecting  samples  of  this  type  from 
manufacturers  throughout  the  country. ' 

Another  phase  of  the  standard  container  work  now  under  way  is  the  com- 
pilation of  information  as  to  the  production" of  various  types  of  fruit  and. 
vegetable  containers  for  the  year  ending  October  31,   192^ .    This  survey  is " 
being  undertaken  in  order  to  present  to 'the  manufacturers  an  accurate  picture 
of  conditions  in  their  industry.    While  the  information  is  not  essential  to 
our  work,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will,  prove  of  value  in  connection  with  - 
investigations  as  to"  the  practicability  of  standardizing  crates  and  boxes. 

6a.     IN  "CROPS  AND. MARKETS"  FOR  DECEMBER,  6 : 

Page  358  -  Special  paragraphs  on  cabbage  in  weekly  review. - 
.359  -  Michigan  Onion  Deal  Slow,  -  by  R.  H .  Shoemaker. 
36O  -  Northwestern  Apple  Shipments  Heavy,  -  by  G.  E .  Prince.  ' 
.  -  Colorado's  mixed  vegetable  industry,  (filler) 
'  -  Packing  New. York  peaches"  in' barrels . ; (filler) 
365  -  California  Pears 'Sold  by  Advertising.  ■  ' 

36 S  -  October  Agricultural  Exports'. 

-  Canadian  Citrus  Fruit  Trade.' 

-  Prices  of  American  Apple's  on  British  karkets , 

week  ending  ll/29 . 


Division  Letter.  December  12.  192U. 


MARKET  MfS  SERVICE  | 

lb;  •  REPORT  CARLOT  ARRIVALS- IN  ALPHABETICAL  ORDER. 

All  carlo t  freight  arrivals  should  he  arranged  alphabetically  in  each 
commodity  wire.    This  is  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  those  decoding  the  wires 
to  catch  possible  telegraphic  errors.    Example,  M DAGAD  DAEAF  DIBAG  DODAD." 
Many  markets  already  are  reporting  arrivals  in  this  way. 

Carlot  express  arrivals,  arranged  alphabetically  and  preceded  by 
"Express,"  should  follow: the  carlot  freight  receipts.    Example,  "Express  DAE AD 
DAYAD . " 

When  carlot  freight  and  express  receipts  are  to  be  given  in  the  same 
arrival  report,  to  facilitate  clearness  the  freight  receipts  should  be  pre- 
ceded by  "Freight. »    Example,  "Freight  DIDAF  DOXAG-  Express  DAXAD  DEKAD,"  which 
is  decoded  "Freight  receipts  2  N.C  ,  3  East  Shore  Ya.;  express,  1  Ky.,  1  Mo." 

2b.    DO  NOT  USE  "QUALITY  ORDINARY"  WITH  TERMS  "A  2%  INCHES"  AMD  "EXTRA  FANCY." 

The  phrase  "Quality  ordinary"  has  been  noted  occasionally  on  the  apple 
wires  in  connection  with  .both  A  2j  inch  and  Extra  Fancy  stock.    We  agree  that 
apples  of  these  grades  can  be  ordinary  in  condition,  but  do  not  see  how  the 
phrase  "ordinary  quality"  can  be  used  with  apples  meeting  A  2|  inch  on  Extra 
Fancy  specifications,  if  the  following  definitions  are  remembersd.    These  are 
taken  from  the  Handbook: 

"Quality  relates  to  the  color,  size,  shape,  texture,"  and  other  factors 
affecting  the  appearance  of  the  product,  and  thereby  making  it  more  cr  less 
attractive  to  the  buyer." 

"Condition  relates  to  the  state  of  maturity  or  stage  of  ripeness  of 
the  product  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  decay,"  frost  injury,  withering,  or 
any  other  deteriorating  factor." 

3b.     SUMMARY  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  DEAL. 

A  very  complete  UH-page  summary  of  THE  FLORIDA  CITRUS  DEAL,  I923-2H,  by 
J.  D.  Evers,  has  just  been  distributed  from  the  Washington  office.    The  front 
cover  of  this  summary  bears  an  outline  map  of  the  United  States,  showing  in  a 
general  way  the  distribution  of  Florida  citrus.    No  information  on  prices  is 
included  in  the  booklet,  but  there  is  a  mass  of  valuable  data  on  shipments 
and  distribution.    The  preliminary  discussion  shows  in  tabular  form  the  pro- 
duction of  Florida  oranges  and  grapefruit  during  the  last  six  years.  Through- 
out the  summary' pertinent  comparisons,  in  the  form  of  tables  and  graphs,  are 
made  with  the  citrus  industry  in  California.    Florida  shipments  are  shown  by 
originating  stations  for  oranges,  grapefruit,  tangerines  and  mixed  citrus  fruit. 
Elaborate  tables  give  the  final  destinations  of  shipments  of  each  of  these 
fruits  from  Florida  during  the  first  four  months  of  I92U.    The  number  of  Flor- 
ida and  California  citrus  trees  is  shown  by  counties,'  and  excerpts  are  present- 
ed from  FcB.  I3H3  on  the  culture  of  citrus  fruits  in  Florida.    Discussion  of 
the  shipping-point  inspection  service  covers  an  entire  page. 

E.  W.  STILLWELL,; 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 

See  Par.  Ub,  on  Page  5&3 
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lc.    ATTENTION  -  SHIPPING-  POINT  SUPERVISORS  ■  -       ;  ••■     ;-.;;.'.  •  \  . . r  .  ■  ' 

Washington  copies  of  shipping-point  ■ certificates  are-'  not  coming  in'' 
promptly  from  some  points-.     It  is  highly  important  that  we' get  these  as 
quickly  as'  possible,  so  that  the  car  numbers  can  be  included. in  the -lists  of 
inspected/cars  which  are  Sent  out  daily  to  receiving  markets.    Please  call 
the  attention  of  all  your .men  1 0  the  importance  of  promptness • in  this  connec- 
tion, and  see  that  your  instructions'  are'  complied .  with,  • 

2c.     INDIANA  ONIONS*  STILL        INSPECTED .  ,   -  ,\  •  -:  " 

In  a  letter  of- December  9,  J-.  2.'  Dickerson  wrote  from.  Chicago' as 
follows:'  "   fii-  -  ~~     f •-' ■""■•'5   J  -' -  ! ;: :  X-.-   .. .'{':. -'^/r-     "  - ~-; r-'  '  '  .  ; 

"It  might  be  well. to:  note  in  the.  Division  Letter  that  some  of 
the  shippers  are ; still,  taking  inspection  on' Indiana  onions  as  they 
come  out  of  storage.    Probably  150  cars  will  "be. inspected: during ; the 
winter .months .  •  I  will  continue : to  supervise. the  work  from  the  Chicago 
Officer;;"'  /"•T"""'  f  ■  -• ..  .  '  ^      '"'        :;-         .     '    • /.  l-: '}   '"  "  I: '"" '.  " 

"During -the  shipping  season,  600  cars  were  inspected  at  various 
points  in  Indiana,  a  total:  considerably  less  than  was  anticipated' 
when  the  work  .started  in  the  early  fall V    This,  was-  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  yield^  was  far  below  the  average  and  the  quality:  a  great  deal   '.  .' 
below  the  usual  standard  for  Indiana  onions..    An  excessively  wet  and' 
cold  season,  greatly  hindered  the  growth  of  the  onions. 

"Although  growers  and -shippers  were  dissatisfied  with  the  new  1 
grades  at  first,  they  soon  became  accustomed  to  them  and- were "apparently 
satisfied  intheend.     Qnly'two  shippers  were  taking -inspection  when  . 
the  deal  started,  but  '  tef  0  re  the  close  of  the  season  practically  all  of 
the  large  shippers  were  taking  inspection  on  at  least  a  part  of  their.  .. 
output.  .       "'        :■*-'•         '     " ' 

"The  onions  are  grown  on  small. areas  oif  muckland,  scattered 
over  the  entire  northern  part  of  the  State.     Owing- to  the  scattered  ;■ 
districts,  it  was  difficult  for' the  inspectors  to  get  to  the  cars. 
Inspections  were  made  in  JS  towns,  scattered  over  lH  counties.  Local 
inspectors  traveled  over  6 ,800  miles ,  ah  average  of  over  10  miles  per 
car."  ~      ;-     "    '  :  T-^£*l '..  .  *"    ~      t  .  9 

3c.     CHARCOAL  HEATERS.  IN  CARS:  OF  kAINE'  POTATOES .  ■  -. 

Advice  from  W.  C  Hacklemah,  Regional  Supervisor  in' New  York' City,  is, 
to  the  effect"  that  Maine  . potato  growers  aire  '.using  charcoal-  heaters  in  ™&nY. 
of  their  shipments  made  in  refrigerator  cars  this- season.  ;  They  are  reported, 
to  have'leased  500  M.D.T.'  cars  and-  nray  use  these  heaters  in  othor  refriger-  .'. 
ators  if  available.    Since  it  is  -unusual  to  find  charcoal  heaters'  in- Maine 
potato  cars,  all  inspectors  are  warned  to.be  on  the  lookout,  as  dangerous 
effects  may  result  from  the  carbon  monoxide  gas.  -  ,  *  • 

kc .     5L05S0M-END  ROT  AND  SUHBURN  ON  CITRUS  JFRUITS ■ 

The  following  information  was  submitted  by  Dr.  D.  PI.  Rose,  of  B.P-I. , 
after  his  recent ,  investigational •  trip"  through  Florida .    Separate  sheets,  in- 
cluding these  two  articles,  are  being  mailed  with  this  D.L.  to  all  offices 
having  the  Eruit  Disease  Handbook,  and  should  be  bound  in  appropriate  places 
in  the  Handbook.    If  any  office  having  a  Eruit  Disease  book  has  been  over- 
looked in  this  distribution,  please  request  the  separate  sheets  from  Washington* 
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BLQSSQM-EIID  ROT  . 

Cause :  Unknown . 

-  -  Blossom-end  rot  is  most  common  and  most  important  on  oranges, 
but  is  sometimes  found  on  limes  and  grapefruit.     It  apparently  is 
due  in  the  first  place  to;  physiological  factors,  probably  unfavor- 
able weather  and  soil  conditions,  which  bring  about  a  weakened 
condition  of  both  tree  and  fruit,  and  eventually  an  infection  of 
the  fruit  by  various  fungi.-    In  oranges,  the  first  visible  symptoms 
shown  by  affected  fruits  may  be  any1  one  or  various  combinations  of 
the  following:-  ..  (l)  A"  reddish  orange  color  over  most  of  the  surface, 
developing  several  weeks  ahead  of  the  normal  yellowish-orange 
color  of  the  main  .crop;   (2)  a  slightly  softened  condition  over  an 
area  he. If  an  inch  in  diameter,' at  the  blossom  end,  sometimes 
accompanied  by. browning  at  the  center  of  the  area;   (3)  slight 
yellowing  at  the  blossom  end,  with  or- rithout  browning  at  the  center. 

.  When  fruits  showing  these  symptoms,  especially  the  high 
color,  are  cut  lengthwise,  they  usually  ere  found  to  be  diseased 
on  the  inside,  the  diseased  condition  manifesting  .itself  as  a  gray, 
pink  or  black  discoloration  and  a  partial  decomposition  of  the 
pithy  core.    On  the  other  hand,  fruits  showing  merely  a  brown  spot 
or  even  a  slight  softening  at  the  blossom  end  often  ere  found 
perfectly  sound  inside  when  cut.    The  colors  mentioned  above  are 
due  apparently  to  the  action  of  specific  fungi,  since  Alternaria  is 
always  associated  with  the  gray  or  black  color  and  Fusarium  with 
pink.    Nothing  is  known  of  when  or  how  these  fungi  gain  entrance 
into  the  fruit,  but  it  seems  possible,  and  even  probable,  that 
they. enter  early  in  the  life  of  the  fruit,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
black  rot  of  Calif ornia  navels .  - 

In  advanced  stages,  the  peel  at  the  blossom  end  becomes 
decayed  in  areas  of  varying  size  up  to  an  inch  and  a-half  or  two 
inches  in  diameter,  and,  like  the  affected  tissues  on  the  inside, 
shows  a  gray,  pink  or -black  color. 

The  symptoms  on  grapefruit  are  practically  the  same  as 
those  on  oranges,  except  that  the  extreme  final  stages  of  decay 
do  not  seem  to  occur.    On  limes,  the  blossom  end  turns  gray  to 
slate  color  over  a  rather  sharply  outlined  area  and  becomes 
noticeably  flattened.    There  also  is  some  softening  of  the  affected 
tissues.  • 

There  are  indications  from  holding  and  shipping  tests  that 
the  rot  is  able  to  develop  in  transit,  though  rather  slowly. 
Nothing  is  known  of  methods  of  control.    Experienced  fruit  men  in 
Florida  say  that  most  of  the  affected  fruit  either  falls  or  is 
picked  off  by  January  1;  hence,   the  rot  is  not  likely  to  be  of 
importance  either  in  the  packing  house  or  cn  the  market  after  that 
date. 
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Cause:    Hot  sunshine,  possibly  acting  in  combination  with  drops 
of  spray  mixture  on  the  fruit . 

There  sometimes  are  seen  on  Florida  grapefruit  and  oranges 
large  areas  which  are  pitted,  hard,  and  much  yellower  than  the 
rest  of  the  fruit  surface.    The  pits  are  small  and  apparently 
have  resulted  from  collapse  of  the  oil  cells.     In  the  lots  of 
fruit  which  show  this  condition,  it  usually  is  possible  to  find 
other  fruits  that  show  various  degrees  of  more  severe  injury,  the 
stages  most  often  seen  being  as  follows:   (l)  yellow,  hard  spots; 
(2)  the  same  with  a  brown  patch  near  the  center;  (3)  the  same  with 
a  gray  patch  at  the  center,  surrounded  by  a  brown  zone;   (U)  the 
same  with  the  gray  patch  (one-half  inch  to  one  and  one-half  inches 
in  diameter),  showing  either  very  small  black  specks  (the  fruiting 
bodies  of  some  fungus),  or  a  black  velvety  fungous  growth  over 
the  whole  surface;   (5)  the  same  with  the  gray  area  softened  and 
in  many  instances  encircled  by  a  brown  to  dull  salmon-colored 
diseased  zone;   (6)  large,  softened  areas  which  are  a  dull  salmon 
color  all  over  and  are  surrounded  by  a  hard,  yellow,  pitted  zone. 

The  occurrence  of  spotting  which  can  be  arranged  in  such^ 
a  series  is  due  probably  (l)  to  injury  by  hot  sunshine,  acting  in 
combination  with  drops  or  films  of  spray  mixtures  adhering  to  the 
fruit;   (2)  to  subsequent  infection  by  one  or  other  of  the  two 
stem-end  rot  fungi  (Phomopsis  and  Diplodia)  or  by  the  fungus 
which  causes  anthracnose  (Colletotrichum) .     It  is  possible  that^ 
the  spotting  sometimes  results  from  severe  drenching  of  the  fruit 
with  a  spray  mixture,  without  any  contributory  action  by  sunshine. 

Fruits  showing  the  hard  all-yellow  areas,  with  brown, 
centers,  sometimes  are  allowed  in  the  No.  2  grade;  fruits  more 
severely  affected  should  be,  and  except  through  oversight  usually 
are,  put  with  the  culls.    The  final  stage,  showing  rather  soft 
decay,  certainly  would  not  occur  in  packed  fruit  on  the  market, 
except  as  the  result  of  development  from  some  of  the  other  stages 
described  above. 
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5c.     INTERESTING  NOTES  ':FRObi  FLORIDA'.'   '  ."--^  :  -  :*   v  -  

-Shipments  of  Florida  oranges  amounted  to  351  cars  on  Saturday,  ■ 
December  6,  this  "being  the  heaviest  movement  of  the  season*    Dealers  gen- 
erally look  for. a  somewhat  heavier  movement  this  week,  and  think  the  peak 
will  occur  at  this  time.    Grapefruit  shipments  are  correspondingly  heavy, 
and  terminal  markets  are  beginning  to  weaken  under  the  increased  receipts-.-.  . 

-A  representative  of  the  National  F.O.B.  Auction  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
was  in  orlando  last  week,   endeavoring  to  line  up  sufficient  business  to 
warrant  opening  an  office  there.  , 

-One  of  the  local  dealers  in  Florida  confirmed  the  report  of  the' 
shipment  of  a  car  of  grapefruit  to  London,  England.    While  shipments  to  British 
marked  are  not  an  entirely  new  thing,   they  have  been,  confined  to  a  few  cars  each 
season.--  It  is  understood  that  competition  from  South  Africa  is  one  of  the. 
chief  reasons  why  grapefruit  export  trade  has  not  developed  more  rapidly. 

-Increasing  shipments  of  bulk  oranges  are  being  made  from  a  number 
of  districts  in  Florida,   these  cars  going  principally  to  southern  and  south- 
eastern markets.    One  house  has  forwarded  15  cars  of  bulk  stock  so  far  this 
season,  and  reports  this  method  of  shipment  growing  in  favor. 

6c .    NOTES  FROM  COLORADO  INSPECTORS . 

"Everything  seems  to  be  going  along  in  good  shape  here  in  Delta," 
says  L.  -W.  Brewer,  Inspector  in  Charge.    "Onions  moving  out  in  good  condition 
generally,  with.the  exception  of  some  crops  which  were  put  into  storage 
slightly  damp  and  when  the  weather  was  warm.    With  rather  poor  ventilation 
in  some .warehouses,  certain  lots  show  heart  rot,  but  generally  the  stock 
seems  to  he  keeping  as  well  as  can  be  expected  under  the  weather  conditions 
we  have  had  this  fall.''' 

-G.  W.  Dyer,  Supervisor  of  the  Delta  -  Grand  Junction  territory,  says: 
"Everyone  reports  a  very  favorahle  and  satisfactory  season.     They  feel  that 
we  have  given  them  unusually  good  service.    Apparently  we  are  making  friends 
with  "both  growers  and  shippers*     I  expect  there  will  be  much  lighter  acreage 
of  potatoes  next  season.    The  sugar-beet  industry  has  been  more  profitable, 
and  those  interested  are  putting  on  a  campaign  for  more  acreage." 

E.  F.  MdCune,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector,  advises  that  H.  W.  Samson, 
en  route  to  California,    stopped  off  at  Denver  on  November  29,  30  and  December  1, 
to  confer  regarding  standardization  and  inspection  problems. 

7c,      AMM0NIATI-0N--QN  FLORIDA  ORANGES .        .  .  .   

■  E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  advises  that  the  following  interpretation  of  the 
U.  S.  No.  1  and' Choice  Grades,  as  affecting  ammo niat ion  of  oranges.,  has  been 
adopted  in  place  of  the  one  given  in-  the  shipping-point  handbook,  which  was 
found  to  be  unnecessarily  strict : 

U.  S.  No.  1  Grade:    Ammoniation  is  allowed  only  when  so  slight  that  it 
might  "be  mistaken  for  Melancse  or  Rust  Mite  Russeting.'  •' 

U.  S.  Choice  Grade:     Spot  type  of  ammonia ti'on  is  allowed,  provided  the 
spots  are  thinly  scattered  over  not  more  than  ahout  one-third  of  the  fruit. 
Scar  type  of  ammoniation  is  allowed,  provided  the  scars  are  not  cra-cked  and 
are  not  over  about  one  and  one-half  inches  in  greatest  diameter. 

All  unsightly  black  scars  or  unsightly  black  coalesced  spots  or  fruit 
of  inferior  eating  quality  are  excluded  from  this  gra.de. 


F .  G »  ROBB ,  n 
Specialist  in  Inspection. 


Cm ;  INSPECTION  REPORT  FOE  MONTH  OF 


MARKETS 


Atlanta 
Baltimore  ; 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 

Cleveland 
Col-ambis 

Denver 
Detroit 
Fort  Worth 
Harrisburg 
Houston 
Iniianapolis 
Kansas  City. 
.  Memphis. 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Hew  Haven 
New  Orleans 
New  York 
Norfolk 
Omaha 

Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh  . 
Portland 
Salt  Lake,  City 
San  Antonio 
San  FraJncisco 
St,  Louis 
WasMngto  n 
Wilke  s-Barre 
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51 
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7U 
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TOTAL 


I376      1109      2US5    2570  352 


30   -  $S57i  .  $610.00  $-455 


EE  CAP  I TULAT I  ON 


TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Fruit  Inspections...  1376 

TOTAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Vegetable  Inspections . . . .1109 


GEAND  .MAL  C/L  and  L.C.L.  Inspections. ...... .2^85 


Inspections  for  Carriers. 352 
Declined  for  lack  of  tu3..3^ 
.Total  Fees  Assessed  $9670.2^ 


if  Total  fees  assessed  include    $3*+«25  for  inspections  made  on  Per-Eour  BasiSj 
by  the  Norfolk  Office. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS  DURING-  NOVEMBER,  I92U. 


SYMBOLS  : 
N  -  NaVY 
M  -  MARINE'  ' 
CORPS 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 
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0 

0 
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0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Norfolk  office  inspected  ^,302  pounds 
of  fresh,  cured,  and  smoked  meats,  "butter,  cheese  and  fowl  for  the  Navy. 

The  San  Pedro  office,  in  addition  to  the  above,  inspected  other 
products,  including  butter,  cheese  and  bread: 

Products                       Accepted.  Rejected 
Bread                            11,707  lbs.  0  lbs . 

Butter  ll,lUlTbs.  Olbs. 
Che e s e   3,011  lbs.  68  lbs. 


Total 


25,859  lbs. 


68  lbs. 


The  Vallejo  office,  in  additon  to  the  above,  inspected  28,363  pounds 
of  bread,  with  rejections  of  150  pounds,  for  the  Navy;  3^0  rounds  of  rolls 
were  passed.     This  office  also  inspected  310  pounds  of  mixed  nuts  for  the 
Marines .  ...... 


Report  of  inspections  for  the  U.  S.  Lines  and  Munson  Line  at 
New  York  will  be  published  next  week. 


1h  J**. 
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OFFICE  NOTES ; 

R.  C  Butner,  Regional  Supervisor,   spent  three  days  of  this  week  at 
various  towns  in  Wisconsin  in  connection  with  the  shipping-point  inspection 
work.    Beginning  December  12,  Mr.  Butner  will  be  on  a  week's  leave. 

A.  H*  Polster  also  goes  on  vacation  at  the  end  of  this  week,  and 
during  Ms  absence  from  the  Cincinnati  office  S.  N.  Green,  of  Cleveland,  will 
handle  the  Cincinnati  inspections. 

A  rush  order  came  for  the  inspection  of  10  carloads  of  Maine  potatoes, 
which  were  to  be  shipped  from  Portland  to  Newcastlc-on-the-Tynt,  England, 
and  G-.  W.  Payne  went  from  Boston  last  Sunday  to  take  care  of  this  work  at 
Portland.    He  found  the  potatoes  of  excellent  quality.    Exports  likely  will 
be  made  each  week,  and  some  arrangement  will  be  effected  whereby  this  special 
inspection  work  can  be  handled  regularly. 

After  spending  this  week  in  the  Washington  office,  George  E.  Prince 
will  leave  on  Saturday  for  two  weeks'  vacation  at  his  home  in  Greenville,  S.C. 

Miss  Verna  Schult?  of  Mr.  Clay^s^^ct ion ,  has  been  given  the  position 
in  the  Los  Angeles  office,  recently /by  Miss  Polly  Eeitman.    Miss  Schult  plans 
to  leave  Washington  by  the  middle  of  next  week  and  take  a  short  vacation 
before  proceeding  to  California.    She  probably  will  report  for  duty  in  Los 
Angeles  the  first  week  of  January.    Miss  Schult  was  appointed  to  the  F.  &  V. 
Division  about  6J-  years  ago,  and  has  rendered  very  satisfactory  service. 

W»  D.  Googe,  of  the  Fort  Worth  office,   expects  to  visit  the  State 
market  news  office  at  jBistin,  Texas,  on  Saturday,  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  coming  season's  cooperative  market  reports. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week  was  W.  S.  Eawcett, 
a  large  grower  and  shipper  of  cantaloupes  at  El  Centro,  Calif.    Mr.  Eawcett 
also  has  600  acres  of  lettuce  under  cultivation  "this  season.    He  not  only 
praised  the  market  reporting  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  Imperial  Valley 
during  past  seasons,  but  solicited  full  cooperation  of  the  News  Service  in 
this  year's  deal  also. 

F.  M.  Fatton  expects  to  leave  early  next  week  on  a  short  trip  to 
Richmond,  Wakefield,  Suffolk,  Petersburg  and  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  the  interest 
of  the  shipment  reports  of  peanuts. 

The  following  changes  of  location  for  district  supervisors  in  Calif- 
ornia's shipping-point  inspection  service  should  be  noted:    H.  W.  Peterson, 
who  was  located  at  Fresno  during  the  grape  season,   is  back  at  Sacramento 
headquarters,  but  C.  E.  Linwood  will  remain  at  Fresno  for  the  present. 
F.  A.  Powell  has  completed  the  work  at  Lodi,  and  has  gone  to  the  San  Francisco 
office.    K.  R.  Nutting,  formerly  at  Santa  Rosa,  is  in  Sacramento  temporarily, 
but  will  proceed  to  Brawley  in  the  near  .future.    Samuel  Preston  has  gone 
from  San  Jose  to  El  Centro,  Calif.  .  F.  C.  Cadwallader  is  still  in  the  Los 
Angeles  office. 
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OFFICE  N0T5S;  (Continued) 

W.  L.  Evans  returned  to  his  desk  on  Wednesday  morning,  having  attended 
court  proceedings  in  two  excess-wool -prof its  cases  in  Toledo  and  Dayton,  Ohio; 
interviewed  three  1918  wool  dealers  in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  closing  two  of  those 
cases;  arranged  for  the  trial  of  a  $50»0°0  case  in  Detroit  in  February,  and 
interviewed  a  prospective  witness  vital  to  another  pending  case.    Mr.  Evans 
also  visited  our  "branch  offices  in  Cincinnati  and  Detroit  on  this  trip. 

Instead  of  returning  immediately  to  Washington  from  the  trial  of  the 
excess-wool-profits  case  at  Dayton  last  week,  H.  V.  DeMott  proceeded  to  Boston, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Bohannan,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  are  preparing  for  the 
trial  of  three  important  cases  expected  to  "be  reached  in  January  court  ses- 
sions in  Boston  and  Hew  York. 

N.  C.  Farnworth,  of  the  Orlando  office,  is  spending  a  few  days  this 
week  in  the  Manatee  and  Fort  Myers  sections,  conferring  with  inspectors  and 
lining  up  new  "business.    0.  G.  Strauss  went  from  Orlando  to  the  Polk  County 
district  on  two  occasions  last  week,  in  connection  with  citrus  inspections. 

PLEASE  NOTE:     Two  important  changes  have  already  "been  made  in  the  lo- 
cation of  inspectors  in  Florida,  and  these  corrections  should  "be  inserted  on 
the  lists  of  shipping-point  inspectors  distributed  about  10  days  ago:    G.  R. 
Warren  has  moved  from  Tampa  to  Room  20U,  St.  James  Bldg.,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
where  he  will  be  associated  with  Mr.  Bier.    James  A.  Marks  has  gone  from 
Cocoa  to  Tampa    }  Fla.,  where  he  will  supervise    market      inspections  in  that 
territory.  Address  him  at  "General  Delivery." 


(Continued  from  Page  555) 

Ub .    PHILADELPHIA  OFFICE  WELL  KNQWft. 

Last  week,  the  Philadelphia  office  received  a  letter  from  a  Virginia 
farmer,  who  had  addressed  the  envelope  as  follows: 

"Philadelphia  produce  markets  Special  Release 

by  the  Philadelphia  offica  of  the  u.S  markets 
news  Service." 

The  letter  was  promptly  delivered  by  the  local  post  office.    This  pe- 
culiar form  of  address  also  seems  to  prove  that  at  least  one  farmer  has  been 
reading  the  Philadelphia  weekly  market  reports,  published  in  several  Virginia 
papers.    The  following  heading  is  used  for  these  articles  each  week: 

PHILADELPHIA  PRODUCE  MARKETS . 
(Special  Release  by  the  Philadelphia  Office 
of  the  U.  S.  Market  Hews  Service) 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of    Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div. 


Issued  every  Friday. 
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3hm 


TO  EVERY  ONE  OF  US 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


CHRIST-MAS  again!  And  with  Christmas,  of  course,  the  Spirit 
of  Good  Cheer  and  Good  Will.    To  enjoy  the  Christmas  season  to  the 
full,  one  must  "be  on  good  terms  with  the  world.  Two  essentials  are 
a  clear  conscience  and  a  worth-while  job.    If  the  conscience  is  not 
void  of  offence  or  the  job  does  not  seem  worth  while,  this  is  a  good 
time  to  pause  and  "take  stock." 

.  I  am  afraid  there  are  many  folks  in  this  country  who  have  a 
right  to  a  profound  dissatisfaction  with  their  jobs,  because  they 
contain  so  small  an  element  of  real  service  to  their  fellows.  Here 
we  have  a  peculiar  advantage.    Every  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Division  contributes  directly  to  human  welfare;  to 
the  correction  of  abuse,  the  increase  of  knowledge  or  the  further- 
ance of  better  understanding  and  relationships  among  men.  These 
things  are  basic  in  the  advancement  of  civilization;  they  partake 
of  the  essence  of  the  Christmas  idea. 


fith  the  season's  best  wishes  to  one  and  all,-  Sincerely, 


Washington,  D.C., 
CHRISTMAS,  192U. 


Specialist  in  Charge, 
Fruit  and  vegetable  Division, 


la.  ARIZONA  CITRUS  FRUIT  MOVING  TO  MARKET . 

.  .     On  December  1,  the- Arizona  Citrus  Exchange,  Phoenix,  Ariz-,  reported 
that  about  one-third  of  the  crop  of  Marsh  Seedless  grapefruit  had  been  sold. 
.The  fruit  was  of  good  texture  and  flavor  and  found  a  ready  market.     The  crop 
was  unusually  heavy  and  prices  are  good.    Each  fancy  Arizona  grapefruit  is 
now  stamped  "Arizona  Desert  Sweet"  in  red  letters. 

The  crop  of  navel  oranges  is  expected  to  be  only  about  two- thirds  as 
large  as  last  year's,  when  50  cars  were  shipped.    The  fruit  is  of  good  quality 
and  is  bringing  good  prices,  practically  all  sales  being  for  more  than  $6  a 
box,  delivered. 

(Page  565) 
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2a .     INTERESTING-  DATA  QE  BRITISH  MARKETS  EOR  APPLES  AND,  CITRUS  FRUIT. 

kr .  Edwin  Smith,   the  special  representative  of  this  Division,  now  in 
.Europe,  has  v/ritten  a  number  of  very. interesting  letters  regarding  conditions 
in  the  principal  English  markets,  particularly  those  in  Liverpool  and 
itoanchester .     In  one  of  his-earlier  letters,  air.  Smith  spoke  of  the  varied 
assortment  of  "boxes  used  for  •Spanish  oranges.    In  a  store  in  Covent  Garden 
one  afternoon,  lie  saw  three,  b.oxes  on  display,  each  having  different 
dimensions,  hut  all  marked  300-  ■  \iur .  Smith  states  that  certain  shippers 
offered  ^0k)^li  " 2^0 -Extra"  ;  ^gfe-iikt^^tr^l.;: If^P^^S^^lm-iitr^  ; 
.  ..  -  "2U0-Extra-Extra-Extra-Extra"  ;.  and  "2U0-Extra^xtra-Extra-Extra-£x•tra.,l 

Under 'date  of  November  23,  ut  .  Smith  gave  a- description  of  -the  methods 
of  handling  apples  in  Liverpool  and  of  the  importance  of  that  city  as  an 
apple  distributing  center.  -  The  material  contained  in  his  letter  has  just 
been  released  as  a  press  notice  and  undoubtedly  will  receive  wide  publicity. 
A  large  modern  salesroom  erected  by  Goodwin Simons,  Ltd.,  apparently  has 
been  the  principal  factor  in  building  up  the  apple  trade  in  Liverpool.  The 
methods  of  handling  samples  for  display  at  the 'auctions  are  contrasted  with 
those  in  the.  United  States .    They  apparently  are  much  more  dramatic,  and 
Mr*.  Smith  states  that  any  shipper  putting  up  a  "stove-pipe"  pack  in  barrels 
is  sure  to  be  found  out,  because  a  sample  barrel  from  each  lot  is  dumped 
.    completely  into  a  wide,  shallow  basket  and. the  contents  displayed. 

Another  letter,  dated  December  1,  discusses  the  possibility  of 
introducing  American  grapefruit  into  the  United  Kingdom,    l&r.  Smith' figures 
that,  to.  accomplish  this,  shippers  must  be  willing  to  accept  returns  of 
$2.25  to. $3  Per  box  f.a.s.  New  York.    This  is  based  upon  a  prevailing 
opinion, in  England  that  retailers  cannot  handle  grapefruit,  if  they  are 
forced  to  sell  them  at  a  price  in  excess  of  Hd.  each.    Only  nice,  bright 
fruit:,  sizes  6U  -  to  96 ,  can  be~ expected  to  sell  at  this  price.    A  plan  for 
spreading  out  a  few  shipments  of  high-quality  fruit  over  the  British  Isles 
is  suggested  by  Mr;  Smith.    Oranges,  according. to  his  letter,  need  no 
introduction  into  England,  as  they  are  well-known  and  are  found  on  the  markets 
consistently.    Valencia  and  Jaffa  oranges  were  arriving  in  quantity  and 
selling  from  $2.75  to  $3«50  VeT  caGe  a*  auction  the  latter  part  of  November. 
The  half -cases  in  which  most  Spanish  oranges  are  shipped  are  tied  with  a 
grass  rope  and  arrive  with. very  little  breakage.    Jaffa  boxes  are  well-bound 
with  split  saplings  and  also'' -arrive  in  good  condition.    Mr.  Smith's 
observations  on- the  citrus  situation  also  have  been  written  up  in  the  form 
of  a  press  release.  -:  •  • 

3a.     IN  "CROPS  jUSD  LARKETS"  FOR  D^CEIvBER  13; 

Page  372  -  Short  crop  of  potatoes  in  British  Columbia,  (filler)  -: 
37U.  -  Special-  paragraphs  on  onions  in  the.  weekly  review . 
.  '  375  -  Potatoes  in  Western  New  York,  -  "by  A.  E.Prugh. 

376  -  Bumper  Potato  Crop  in  Michigan,  -  by  E.  H.  Shoemaker; 

-  Florida  Citrus  Movement* Increasing. 
379  -  Million  Dollars  Paid  to  Elaine.  Potato  Growers . 
38U  -  American  apples  in  International  Trade,  -with  tables  showing 

■   exports  of  apples  from  United  States  and  Canada. 
'  "    -  Prices  of  American  Apples  in.  British  Markets,  week  ending 
Dec.  6. 
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MARKET  xTSTJS  service 


l"b.    HANDLING  MARKET  REPORTS  ON  DECEMBER  24  AND  31: 

ill  offices  will  "be  closed  on  December  25  and  January  1.    The  follow- 
ing instructions  cover  the  handling  of  work  on  December  24  and  Jl: 

As  trading  prQ"ba"bly  will  he  limited  on  Wednesdays,  December  24  and  ~$\t 
no  mimeographed  reports  need  he  issued  on  those  days.    Reporters,  will  not  need 
to  cover  the  market.    All  market  stations  should  copy  the  shipments  and  the 
shipping-point  information,  which  will  he  wired  as  usual  on  those  Wednesday 
mornings. 

Both  market  and  field  stations  should  insert  conspicuously  on  all  re- 
ports issued  December  23  and  30  a  boxed  notice, .  stating  that; no  bulletins  will 
be  issued  on  December  24,  25,. 31  an&  January  1,  but  that  shipments . and  f.o.b. 
information  for  December  24  and  31  c&n  be  obtained  from  the  local  office  on 
request. 

.On  December  26  and  January  2  include  in  your  reports  all. arrivals  since 
the  preceding  Tuesday's  wire,  using  the  code  word  "CAPUY."    This  will  be  of 
great  assistance  in  Washington  in  handling  the  rush  of  work  on  Friday  morning. 

Market  stations  handling  relay  work  should  send  shipments  and  f.o.b. 's 
to  field  stations,  as  usual.    Employees  may  be  excused  at  1  o'clock,  or  after 
four  hours'  service,  on  the  24th.    No  word  has  been  received  as  yet  concerning 
the  possibility  of  a  half -holiday  on  December  31,  but  it  is  likely  that  the 
full  seven  hours'  work  will  be  required  that  day.     If  it  becomes  necessary 
to  amend  the  above  instructions  in. any  respect,   such  amendment  will  be  made 
over  the  leased  wires  in  due  time, 

2b.    ADDITION  TO  THE  "KA-KI"  (APPLES)  PAGE  OE  CODE. 

Effective  Dec.  26,  add  the  following  to  "KA-KI"  page  of  the  code: 

UP     All  sizes 

This  was  unintentionally  omitted  from  the  revised  apple  page,   sent  out 

Dec.  5. 

3b.     SOUTH  FLORIDA  LETTUCE  AND  CELERY  SITUATION. 

George  A.  DeHaven  recently  moved  from  Bradentown  to  Palmetto,  Ela. ,  and 
is  supervising  vegetable  inspections  in  the  territory  around  Palmetto.  He 
submitted  the  following  information  as  to  crop  prospects  in  a  letter  of 
December  15: 

"Am  writing  you  a  few  lines  regarding  the  lettuce  and  celery  outlook 
in  the  Manatee  Section    this  year. 

"The  lettuce  acreage  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.    About  30  cars 
have  been  shipped  from  this  section  to  date.    The  majority  of  the  stock  is 
leafy,  about  30$  to  40$  of  the  heads  being  fairly  firm.    However,  the  stock  is 
clean  and  free  from  disease  and  many  of  the  growers  think  that  the  later  crop 
will  make  better  heads. 

"The  celery  acreage  is  smaller  than  last  year  by  about  75  or  100  acres. 
(Some  think  it  is  smaller  by  200  acres,.)     I  believe  the  quality  will  be  ex- 
ceptionally good  this  year,  as  the  plants  are  making  good  growth  and  as  yet 
no  disease  has  been  noticed.    About  five  acres  have  been  boarded  during  the 
last  few  days  and  the  first  car  will  bo  rolled  about  the  24th  of  December. 
Shippers  are'  advising  growers  not  to  force  their  crops,  as  they  believe  there 
is  too  much  New  York  celery  in  storage  to  compete  with  Florida  stock.    Do  not 
look  for -much  of  a  movement  before  the  middle  of  January." 
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h'o.     CALIFORNIA  STRAWBERRIES'  IN', :  CHICAGO  •■  -.  -  •  ...  \  ' 

In  a  letter  of  December  11,  R.  H.  Lamb,  of  the  Chicago  office  tells 
of  the  first  arrivals  of  strawbejxi.es.  in  that  market :- 

"The  winter-  strawberry^:. season; opened  December  g  with  the 
arrival  of  37  trays  of  strawberries  from  Mountain  View,  California. 
These  trays  contained  12  pints  .•'e^ch,  and  found  a  ready  market  at 
$5*50  per  tray.    The  berries  were  fairly  well'  colored  but1  rather  ■  ::  - 
soft--".  .•'c,V?'"-'  v  [■i^::^^£--^V  K 

5h  •  -associated  press  report  or  Detroit .mbest.    ...        . '  ; ,  • 

At  the  request  of  the  Associated  .Press  headquarters',;  Chicago,  our 
Detroit  office  is  now  preparing'  a  special -daily  report,  for  distribution  over 
A. P.  wires  .to .newspapers  throughout  Michigan.    A  recent  letter  from 
G.  C.  Bay  ley  reads  as  follows:'-"-  —  .... 

.  "Arrangements ; have  been. made  with-  the  Associated  Press , 
whereby  we  furnish  them  dailyr  with  the,  jobbing,  quotations  of"  the 
Detroit  market.    It  is'  arranged  that  they  have  a  messenger,  from 
their  office  pick  up  the  sheet  each  morning  between  10:15  and 
10:^5-    At  present,'  we  are  covering  practically  all  the  important  ■ 
commodities ..  We  have  advised  them  that  we  will  put  -this  .report 
in  any  form  that  they  may  desire,  but  they  apparently  ere  satisfied 
^ -.with,  the  regular  form."  '-" '  ■      ■_  .  - 

6h  •    SOLID  TRAIN  OF  MINNESOTA  POTATOES  SHIPPED- TO  GEORGIA . ; 

A  solid  train"  of  20  cars  of  Gopher  State  Brand  potatoes  was  shipped 
recently  to  Atlanta,'  Ga . ,  by  the.  .Minnesota  Potato  .Growers 1  Exchange,  St.  Paul. 
The  sale  was  made  through  the"  Chattanooga  office  of  the  Federated  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Growers,  Inc.,  and  the  20  cars  were  assembled  at  Hammond,  I nd.  A 
big  banner,  stretching  the  length  of  the  first  two  cars ,  told  of  the  contents 
of  the  train  and  its- .destination;.  ....     .     -;•  •_.  ;  • .  ••  ~-  -  .  .  . 

According"  to  the  home -storage,  program.,;  "cl Sdit"is"""to -be-:allowed  from 
November  1  for  storage  and  shrinkage, on  all  stocks  stored  on  the  farms.  The 
warehousing  program,  outlined  for  the  Exchange,  was .disapproved  by  only  four 
members  out  of  13,65*1,  and  the  perfecting  of  the  organization  of  the  three 
warehouse  companies  will  proceed  at  once. 

An  experiment  In --the. :way-.-~of  X. ponsuTner  -package  is.,  to.,  be  made  this 
season.    Potatoes  will  be  packed'  in  .sealed  jS^'^^^^^^?^^?^'1  PackaSes»an(* 
efforts  will  be  made  to  determine  whether  hous-ewives'  can  be  induced  to  buy 
potatoes  on  brand,  also  to  learn  something  of  the  cost  of  such  a  merchandis- 
ing program.  ... 

7b.     PUBLICITY.  FOR  RECENT  SPxOIaL.  REPORTS  .■  '     '  '      ..  '  '        '  . 

The  F.raitmau's  Guide  for  November  29  carried  the  special  summary  of 
the  192U  California  grape  season,  published  by  C.        Schultz  at  the  time  grape 
market  reports  were  discontinued  at.  the  Fresno  office.  .  The  issue  of 
December  6  included  the  complete  report  which  R.  R~  Pail thorp  made  recently 
on  his  trip  to  apple-shipping  points  in  the  Piedmont  section  of  Virginia. 

8b.     REPRINTS  ERQL  THE  DIVISION  LETTER .  |  ,\  ,  1 

Within- the  next'  week \  each  Market  News  man  will  be  sent  a  copy  of  the 
special  pamphlet,  containing  reprints  of  the  important  Market  News  paragraphs 
published  originally  in  the  D .1.  .during .  the.  first, ^half  of  192U .    This  plan  is 
being  tried  as  a  substitute  for  a  complete  index  to  the  D.L.    Your  criticisms 
and  suggestions,  are  invited  Of  this  sample  pamphlet .  ' 
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9b,    NATIONAL  F.Q.B.  AUCTION  COMPANY  SUSPENDS  OPERATIONS  . 

A  wire  of  December  16  from  J.  K.  Boyd,  Pittsburgh,  says:  "National 
..F.O.B.  Auction  Company  has  suspended  operations.    No  intimation  given  as  to 
when  will  resume, "  '    .  " 

10b.     SPECIAL  STATISTICS  ON  APPLES  AND  OTHER  FRUITS . 

The  December  10  issue  of  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets"  has  about  Uo 
pages  of  text  and  statistics  (mostly  the  latter)  on  apples  and  minor  fruits. 
Production  figures  for  the  last  five  years"  are"  given  on  apples  in  United 
States,  Canada,  and  a  large  number  of  European  countries.    Special  considera- 
tion is  given  to  this  crop  in  Canada  and  England.    The  article  and  tables  re- 
lating to  American  Apples  in  International  Trade,  which  were  printed  in  "Crops 
and  Markets"  for  December  13,  also  appear  in  this  special  issue  of  "Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets."    Another  valuable  table  gives  the  exports  on  the. "basis 
of  UJ5.  Customs  Districts  for  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  pears,  peaches,  and 
raisins.      Transportation  costs  -  or  ocean  freight  rates  -  to  the  United  King- 
dom are  presented  for  a  series  of  years.    About  a  half  page  is  devoted  to  a 
discussion  of  the  apple  markets  in  each  of  the  following  countries  :  G-ermany, 
Scandinavia,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  Mexico,  Brazil  and  Argentina.  The 
British  apple  market  receives  most  attention,  price  ranges  by  weeks  during 
the  last  three  seasons  being  given  for  a  number  of  the  leading  varieties  of 
American- apples ,    Exports  from  the  United  States  to  each  of  a  dozen  countries 
are  shown  for  each  of  the  last  25  years.     International  trade  (imports  and 
exports)  is  discussed  for  apples  and  grapes  over  a  period  of  three  years. 
Copies  of  this  special  issue  of  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets"  can  be  had  on 
request, 

lib.    SPECIAL  RELEASE  AT  ORLANDO,  FLA. 

W,  H,  Hall,  in  charge  of  the  Market  News  work  at  Orlando,  is. now  fur- 
nishing the  International  News  Service  with  a  daily  report  of  shipments, 
passings  and  diversions  of  citrus  fruit,  and  this  information  .goes  over  their 
leased  wire  to  most  of  the  newspapers  in  Florida., 


E.  W.  STILLWELL, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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1c.     jjjuyrCg  FOE  C~RS  BEARING  POSSIBLE  FALSE  kARKS  . 

It  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Washington 
office  that  a  few  growers  are  securing  chalk,  similar  to  that  used  by  our  " 
inspectors  at  shipping  points  in  the  various  States,  and  marking  their  cars 
to  indicate  Government  inspection.    A  case  occurred  on  the  Washington  market 
where  inspection  was  requested  on  a  car  of  New  York  potatoes  for  grade,  con- 
dition,, and  freezing  injury.    The  car  was  marked  inspected,  but,  to  check 
up; on  the  original  inspection,  a  complete  examination  was  made.    A  v/ire  was 
:sent  to  Rochester,  but  the  car  was  not  listed  as  inspected  and  a  follow-up 
by  our  Supervisor  revealed  the  fact  that  the  shipper  of  the  car  was  known  to 
have  used  that  practice  previously,  endeavoring  (as  he  did  here)  to  indicate 
"Government  inspection"  at  shipping  point-    In  a  case  like  this,  it  would 
be  possible  to  do  an  injustice  to  the  dealer  by  restricting  the  inspection 
to  condition  only. 

2c.    ENGLISH  APPLE  GROWERS  ADOPTING  AMERICAN  PACKING  METHODS . 

A  press  dispatch  tells  how  England  is  adopting  American  methods  of 

handling  apples,  as  follows: 

"The  first  fruit-grading  and  packing  station  on  American 
lines,  to  be  established  in  England,  was  inaugurated  at  Cottenham. 
It  is  the  property  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  which  makes  a 
standard  charge  for  each  box  of  apples  graded  and  packed.  Hereto- 
fore, there  has  been  no  grading  of  apples  in  the  Cambridgeshire 
fruit-growing  district,  but,  with  the  application  of  the  present 
American  idea,  growers  will  be  able  to  make  a  much  better  market. 
A  similar  station  is  planned  in  connection  with  the  Herefordshire 
orchards ." 


3 c .     SL^I-MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  CITRUS  INSPECTIONS  IN  FLORIDA. 

During  the  period  November  16  to  30,  the  fallowing  inspections  of 
Florida  citrus  fruit  were  made  in  the  sections  indicated: 

Section              Grapefruit      Oranges    Tangerines    Mixed  Citrus  Total 

Arcadia                               20                 BS             ~                      11  59 

Avon  Park   kl  S  2  10 

Bradentown                                               30                                      5  gJ 

Clearwater                          45                   ?               2                    U  5° 

Cocoa                                  lU                                   1                    3  lg 

Deland                                  1                 16              27                   l6  60 

Ft .  Myers                            23                   8                                     5  3& 

Haines  City   51  6  5  12 

Lakeland   37  21  5  x7 

Leesburg                               3                 51                1                   ^  J} 

Miami   5^ 

Orange  County                      U                 55              H                   20  9° 

Tarapa...                               g                 22                7                   1*  51 

Winter  Haven   60  21  2^  31  1£<L 

Total  Nov. 16-30          U07               ^S2              90                 lbU  W 

Total  Qct.9-Nov.15      631  £13  §  Z2  i^P- 

Grand  Total                IO3S                735              9&                  23&  2165 
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INTERESTING  ITEkB  REGARDING  FLORIDA  INSPECTION  WOEg . 

-  A  directorate  session  of  the  Manatee  County  Growers'  Association,  on 
December  S,  was  attended  "by  N.  C.  Farnworth  and  G.  A.  DeHave.n,  as  Federal 
representatives  of  the  Inspection  Service.     The  board  of  directors  of  this 
Association  passed  a  unanimous  resolution,  adopting  Government  inspection  on 
all  their  celery  tonnage,  and  it  is  expected  that  similar  action  will  be  taken 
later  with  respect  to  tomatoes  in  Manatee  County. 

-  The  directors  of  the  Lee  County  Sub-Exchange  have  decided  to  con- 
tinue Government  inspection  on  citrus  shipments  after  January  1.     This  organi- 
zation was  one  of  the  dozen  or  more  that  continued  inspection  af ten  December  1, 
stating  that  "if  the  service  was  satisfactory,  they  would  continue  using  . 
Federal  inspection  after  the  first  of  the  year."    .-This  is.  good  evidence  of 
satisfaction.  .  » 

-  Although  the  Fi-Bo-Pak  container  has  been  on  the  market  for  more  than 
two  years,  it  has  been  used 'but  little  in- the  shipment  of  citrus  fruit  until 
this  season.     On  December  13,  a  car  of  oranges,  packed  in  half -bushel  Fi-Bo-Pak 
boxes,  was  shipped  from  Mt.  Dora,  and  a  number  of  dealers  are  specializing  in 
this  type  of  container  for  the  holiday  trade.     It  will  .be  interesting  to  learn 
with  what  success  carlot  shipments  meet  in  the  terminal  markets,  as. this  is 

a  radical  departure  from  the  standard  box. 

-  On  account  of  heavy  October  rains,  tomatoes  in  the  Miami  section  of 
Florida  are  very  much  behind,  and  no  great  volume  of  movement  is  expected 
before  late  January  or  early  February.     The  inspection  deal  in  this  region, 
supervised  by  C .  H.  Behnke,  is  expected  to  be  as  important  as  last  season. 

-  In  the  Sanford  district,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  celery  tonnage 
has  boen  lined  up  for  inspection,  starting  about  January  5-    Much  of  the  ton- 
nage of  vegetables  in  the  Fort  Myers  district  also  will  be  inspected. 

-  The  Wauchula  Truck  Growers'  Association  has  been  lined  up. for  entire 
tonnage.  This  will  be  principally  about  100  cars  of  cabbage,  to  start  moving 
around  January  1. 

-  Many  of  the  citrus  packing  houses  have  rhut  down  until  after  the 
holidays,  and  it  is  expected  that  during  the  next  two  weeks  shipments  will  be 
considerably  lighter  than  they  have  been  recently. 

5c     COLORADO  INSPECTIONS  FIRST  FOUR  MOUTHS  OF  SEASON.  . 

During  the  first  four  months  of  the  season  -  July  to  October  inclusive- 
this  year  and  last,  the  following  inspections  were  made  at  Colorado  points: 
Product  1925        192U  j 

Apples   382  46S 

Cabbage   U9  -275 

Celery   0  57 

Lettuce   228  290 

Onions  ......  . .     206  303 

Peaches.   270  1,075 


Product 

1923 

192U 

160 

201 

2,799 

3,089 

12 

6 

Mixed  Vegetables. • - 

20S 

601 

 L. 

2 

M31 

6,367 

6c.     BRIEF  REPORTS  ON  INSPECTION  WORK  IN  COLORADO. 

-  During  the  week  ending  December  7,  about  2^0  inspections  were  made  at 
shipping  points  throughout  the  State,  bringing  the  season  total  up  to  7,^-21 
cars.    During  the  month  of  November,  approximately  1,0^0  cars  were  inspected, 
or  5^  more  than  in  November,  1923 • 

-  The ' inspector  in  the  Grand  Junction  district  writes  that  he  is 
examining  most  of  the  cars  which  roll  fiom  that  section,  stating  that  much  of 
the  apple  crop  is  wormy  and  buyers  are  efraid  to  load  unless  he  is  there  to 
inspect  each  load.    A  considerable  quantity  of  apples  remains  in  the  Valley. 
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7c     RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  STATE  HORT I  CULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

A  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Washington  State  Horticultural 
Society  at  a  meeting  held  in  Wenatchee,  December  H-6,  was  received  through 
F.  S.  Kinsey.    Resolution  11  will  be  of  interest  to  inspectors: 

"Inasmuch  as  joint  Federal-State  Inspection  has  been  of  very 
great  value  to  our  industry,  and  its  growing  popularity  was  demonstrated 
by  the  certification  during  the  1923  season  of  15,000  carloads  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  in  ".this  State,  now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  That 
the  Washington  State  Horticultural  Association  approve  joint  Federal- 
State  Certification  and  Inspection;  and  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the 
Washington  State  Horticultural  Association  urge  its  increased  use  to  the 
end  that  all  shipments  of  apples  and  pears  from  or  within  the  State 
shall  have  joint  State-Federal  Inspection  and  Certification.  Recommend 
Adoption. 11 

A  resolution  disapproving  the  shipping  of  Fourth  Grade  apples  also  was 
passed,  in  addition  to  one  urging  amendments  to  State  laws  to  provide  for  the 
standardization  of  grades  and  packages  for  cantaloupes,  asparagus  and  onions. 

Sc .     INSPECTORS:  DID  YOU  RECEIVE  LAST  WEEK'S  D.L.? 

The  envelopes  containing  last  weekTs  D.L.  were  so  over-filled  that 
there  was  considerable  danger  of  their  being  torn  in  the  mails  and  the  con- 
tents partially  or  entirely  lost.     If  any  Inspector  failed  to  receive  his  . 
D.L.,  please  advise  the  Washington  office  immediately. 

9c .     SPECIAL  ENCLOSURES  WITH  THE  DIVISION  LETTER. 

With  last  week's  D.L.,  all  Inspectors  were  sent  copies  of  Dept .Circular 
329,  "Extension  Work  in  Plant  Pathology,  1923,"  by  Dr.  F .  C.  Meier,   of  B.P.I. 
Also,  a  Reinspection  Mailing  List,  dated  Dec.  192^- 

Those  offices  having  a  copy  of  the  Fruit  Disease  Handbook  were  sent 
separate  sheets,  containing  Dr.  H.  C  Rose's  articles  on  Blossom-End  Rot  and 
Sunburn  of  citrus  fruits. 

10c .     EEVISED  CITRUS  FRUIT  GRADES. 

Enclosed  with  this  D.L.  to  all  Inspectors  is  a  copy  of  the  latest  re- 
vision of  the  Federal  Grades  for  Citrvs  Fruits  (Florida).     The  only  change  in 
these  grades  from  those  that  were  distributed  on  November  21  is  the  addition 
of  specifications  for  U.S .  Fancy  Golden.     The  original  statement  regarding 
this  grade  was  published  in  the  D.L.  for  October  31.  PaSe  ^9^. 

11c.    REPRINTS  FROM  THE  DIVISION  LETTER. 

During  the  coming  week,  all  Inspectors  will  be  furnished  copies  of  the 
pamphlet  including  important  paragraphs  (mainly  instructions)  which  appeared 
in  the  Division  Letter  from  January  to  June,  192^.     These  reprints  are  as  a 
substitute  for  a  complete  index  to  the  D.L.    Please  let  us  have  your  criticisms 
or  suggestions,  so  that  the  pamphlet  which  will  cover  the  last  half  of  I92U  may 
be  in  conformity  to  the  best  ideas. 


F.  G.  RCBB , 

Specialist  in  Inspection. 
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The  entire  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  was  shocked  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  Frederick  J.  Baehler,  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  on  Sunday  morning,  December  lU. 
Mr.  Baehler  had  "been  ill  with  a  heavy  cold  for  some  days,  and  a  serious  case  of 
pneumonia  developed  about  a  week  "before  his  death.      Mr-   Butner.  of  the  Chicago 
office,  was  advised  last  Thursday  night  that  the  case  was  a  critical  one.  The 
"body  was  taken  to  Dubuque,   Iowa,  where  funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  December  17 .      As  a  representative  of  this  Division,  Mr.  Butner  went 
to  Dubuque  for  the  funeral.      Mr.  Baehler  was  about  U3  years  of  age,  and  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  to  whom  sincere  sympathy  is  Extended.      It  will  be  re- 
membered that  Mr.  Baohler,  after  supervising  the  shipping-point  inspection  work 
in  Utah  this  season,  was  assigned  to  Louisiana,  as  the  permanent  Federal  rep- 
resentative in  cooperative  efforts  along  standardization  and  inspection  lines 
in  that  State.      He  and  Mrs.  Baehler  had  moved  to  Baton  Rouge  scarcely  over  a 
month  ago.      Mr.  Baehler  was  appointed  to  the  Inspection  Service  in  December, 
1917,  and  was  connected  with  the  Chicago  staff  almost  continuously.       During  the 
l§23-24  season,  he  served  as  Supervising  Inspector  of  the  work  at  shipping  points 
in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.      In  April,  Mr.  Baehler  resigned  to  accept  a  position 
with  the  Stewart  Fruit  Company,  Chicago,  but  returned  to  Government  service  in 
July.      In  all  of  his  assignments,  Mr.   Baehler  rendered  excellent  service  and 
he  will  be  missed  from  the  staff  of  Inspectors. 

Mr.  Robb  is  on  a  few  days'  leave  this  week  at  his  home  in  Washington,  and 
during  his  absence  Mr.  Rupert  is  handling  details  in  Mr.  Robb's  office. 

beginning  December  24,  Mr.  Stillwell  will  go  on  a  short  period  of  leave. 
Early  in  January,  he  will  start  a  two  weeks'  trip  to  market  stations  and  field 
offices,  including  the  following:     Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Chicago;  Madison  and 
Waupaca,  Wis.;  Minneapolis;  Kansas  City,  and  St    Louis.      While  in  Chicago,  Mr. 
Stillwell  expects  incidentally  to  attend  sessions  of  the  annual  convention  of 
the  American  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Shippers'  Association,  to  be  held  January  8-10. 

Wires  from  Mr.  Samson  indicate  that  he  was  in  Portland  on  Monday,  Yakima 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  at  Boise,  Idaho,  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  He 
probably  will  return  to  Washington  early  next  week. 

C.  W.  Hauck  has  left  Fresno,  Calif.,  and  is  expected  to  reach  Columbus, 
Ohio,  very  shortly.    He  will  spend  a  brief  vacation  in  Columbus,  his  local 
address  being  5^  Erie  Road.      Soon  after  January  1,  Mr.  Hauck  will  be  back  in 
the  Washington  office. 

Wm.  E.  Lewis  returned  from  the  New  York  office  of  the  Inspection  Service 
last  Monday.      He  has  since  gone  on  a  short  trip  in  the  interest  of  grades  for 
cannery  tomatoes,  first  visiting  growers  and  packers  around  Princess  Anne,  Md., 
and  then  attending  a  meeting  of  growers  at  Dover,  Delaware. 

Neal  D.  Sanborn,  of  the  Denver  office,  is  at  present  working  on  a 
special  report  for  the  Colorado  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
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W.  V.  Stephens,  of  the  New  York  inspection  staff,  has  gone  to  Portland, 
Maine,  and  will  make  frequent  trips  to  that  point,  for  the  purpose- of  inspecting 
export  shipments  of  Maine  potatoes  destined  to  British  markets. 

Herbert  Graff  is  absent  from  the  New  York  office  on  a  short  period  of  leave 
over  theholidays .  '—  '  ' 

Announcement  has  been  received  from  Cincinnati  of  the  birth  of  a  son, 
J.  J.  Ahearn,  Jr.,  on  December  lU  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  J.  J.  Ahearn.  Mr.  Ahearn 
formerly  was  in  charge  of  our  Market  News  office  in  New  York  City. 

Robert  Bier  plans  to  attend  a  meeting  of  growers  and  shippers  at  Charleston, 
S.C.,  next  Monday,  who  are  interested  in  shipping-point  inspection.    He  probably 
will  come  on  to  Washington  for  a  conference  with  Mr.  Sobb  and  others,  reaching 
here  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

George  A.  DeHaven,  who  was  supervising  inspections  at  Bradentown,  Fla., 
has  now  changed  his  headquarters  to  Palmetto,  Fla.      His  mail  address  is  P.  0 
Box  119,  Palmetto.  • 

The  offices  which  35.  F.  McKune  and  his  staff  have  been  occupying  in  the  '• 
State  Capitol  Building,  Denver,  will  be  needed  by  a  Senate  Committee  during  the 
session  of  theState  Legislature1  'starting  in  January,  and  for  tha.t  reason  Mr. 
McKune  has  moved  temporarily  to  Room  353,  Capitol  Bldg.      All  communications 
should  be  addressed  there  instead  of  to  Room  329  for  a  few  months. 

J.  A.  Marks'  local  address  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  is  3U5  Plant  Avenue.  Please 
use  that  addr'e-ss  instead  -of  "General  Delivery.  "•' 

Following  are  the  only  corrections  that  have  been  received  to  date  of  the 
recently-revised  list  of  Jnspectors  and  their  addresses:'      Under  Karri sburg.  Pa., 
the  office  telephone  number  should  be  5151  instead  of  9000.      Under  Omaha,  Nebr., 
V.  V.  Westgate's  residence  address  should'  be  changed  to  3^07  Seward  St.;  phone 
Walnut  gggS.      Under  Delta,  Colo.,:  on  the- Supplementary  list,  the  "title"  of 
G.  W.  Dyer  should  be  changed  to  District  Supervisor.      In  many  cases,  the  words 
following  Inspectors'  names  are  not  official  titles,',  but  are  merely  designations 
to  show  the  duties  or  the  official  capacity  of  particular  men. 

December  25  and  January  l-'will  be  observed  as  holidays  in  all  offices. 
The  Washington  office  will  close  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  December  2U.  Numerous 
employees  will  be  absent  the  remainder  of  the  year,  to  complete  annual  leave. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  ho  "Division  Letter  will  be  issued  next  week. 


